
011 731 0300
www.firzt.co.za

WE KNOW PROPERTYHappy Mothers Day

www.sajewishreport.co.za

Friday 10 May 2013 /1 Sivan 5773 
Volume 17 – Number 16

Catch Pieter-
Dirk Uys’ Pick-
A-Box show 
with a twist 
(page 12) Jewish Reportsouth african

Hungarian anti-Semites 
protest WJC conference 
presence 

The far-right Jobbik Party alleges 
that there is a Jewish conspiracy 
underfoot to buy up Hungary; they 
accused the World Jewish Congress 
of choosing to hold its four-yearly 
gathering in Budapest to “shame the 
Hungarian people”.

Jewish Achiever 
Awards!  

Nominations now open 

Nominate your favourite 
Jewish achiever for the most 
prestigious acknowledgement 
of their success in the country. 
The date of the awards is 
August 15. 

DA affirms its 
commitment to a two-
state ME solution

Ian Davidson, Shadow Minister 
of International Relations and 
Co-operation, says the ANC’s 
struggle history tended to 
“warp” its attitude to matters 
such as the Middle East 
conflict.

4

Restored Maputo Shul to 
be inaugurated on May 19

Today’s Jewish community 
in Maputo bears a striking 
resemblance to its forerunner. 
Its membership is diverse, 
comprising both Mozambican 
citizens and long-term foreign 
residents, and it regularly 
welcomes visitors. 

910

Karabus:  
263 days 

Still in UAE detention, Prof 
Karabus looks forward to May 
14, when there is a possibility 
his passport may be returned, 
but he’s learnt to be cautious (if 
not cynical) in his optimism. 

3

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat said in 1977 that he would “go to the ends of the earth” to achieve peace. Within a short time he had signed a 
peace treaty with Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel. Would Israeli Prime Minister Bibi Netanyahu be willing do something similar –  
“go to the ends of the earth” to achieve peace with the Palestinians and the Arab world? In the picture, Netanyahu is seen during a trip to China 
visiting a technology exhibition. See page 6. 

Netanyahu must learn from Sadat
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Shabbat Times
May 10/1 Sivan
May 11/2 Sivan
Parshat Bamidbar
17:14  18:04 Johannesburg
17:40 18:32 Cape Town
16:57 17:47 Durban
17:17 18:07 Bloemfontein
17:11 18:03 Port Elizabeth
17:03 17:55 East London

Shavuot
Erev Shavuot 
May 14/5 Sivan
Candle-lighting times
17:12 Johannesburg
17:37 Cape Town
16:54 Durban
17:14 Bloemfontein
17:08 Port Elizabeth
17:00 East London

1st Day Shavuot
May 15/6 Sivan 
Light candles from a pre- 
existing flame
18:02 Johannesburg
18:29 Cape Town
17:45 Durban
18:05 Bloemfontein
18:00 Port Elizabeth
17:52 East London

May 16/7  Sivan
2nd Day Shavuot
Yomtov ends
18:01 Johannesburg
18:28 Cape Town
17:44 Durban
18:05 Bloemfontein
!8;00  Port Elizabeth
17:52 East London

Nine of the holiest rabbis cannot 
make a minyan. Enter one little 
barmitzvah boy, and suddenly the 
minyan is complete! 

When we count Jews, there are 
no distinctions. We don’t look at 
religious piety or academic achieve-
ment. The rabbi and the rebel, the 
philanthropist and the pauper - all 
count for one; no more, no less. 

This week we read of the census 
of the Jewish people. Now, if we 
count Jews because every Jew 
counts, then that implies a re-
sponsibility on Jewish communal 
leadership to ensure that no Jew is 
missing from the Kehilla, from the 
greater community. 

We must leave no stone un-
turned to keep those Jews on the 
periphery inside. Make sure they 
feel welcome - even if they haven’t 
paid membership fees.

It also means that the individual 
Jew has commitments and obliga-
tions. If you’re important, make 

sure you don’t get lost. Know that 
you are needed.

Once there was a small town 
consisting of only a few Jewish 
families. Between them, they had 
exactly 10 men over barmitzvah. 
They were dedicated and made sure 
that they never missed a minyan. 

One day, a new Jewish fam-
ily moved into town. Great joy 
and excitement; now they would 
have 11 men! But a strange thing 
happened. As soon as they had 
11, they could never manage a 
minyan!

When we know we are indispen-
sable, we make a point of being 
there. Otherwise, “count me out”.

Today, we are losing a lot of Jews 
to ignorance. But sometimes we 
also lose them because we didn’t 
embrace them as we could have. At 
a time when they were receptive, 
we didn’t make them feel welcome.

Other faiths, ideologies and 
cults are using “love bombs” to 

entice Jews to their way of life. 
Yes, they prey on the weak and 
vulnerable. Anyone desperately 
seeking warmth, love and a 
sense of belonging will be an 
easy target for them. 

But there are lots of ordinary, 
stable people who crave these 
things too. Don’t we all? If the 
Jewish community doesn’t provide 
that warm welcome, we may very 
well find them going elsewhere.

Once, we had a visiting rabbi 
talking about the very real threat 
of Jews for J. and Hebrew-Chris-
tians who preyed on unsuspect-
ing Jews by creating “shuls”, or 
messianic synagogues, which are 
really nothing more than churches 
in disguise. 

These people make every deceit-
ful effort to confuse ignorant Jews 
into believing they are going to a 
“Jewish” house of worship.

A woman in the audience then 
asked: “Rabbi, if I am travelling 

and want to go to shul, how will I 
know if I am going to a real shul 
or one of these impostor syna-
gogues?”

The rabbi smiled” “When you go 
into these places, they bombard 
you. As soon as they see a new face, 
a dozen people will come over to 
welcome you and give you a seat 
and a book and make you feel at 
home. 

“But what happens when you go 
into a real shul? Nobody greets you. 
Nobody looks at you. And the first 
person to say a word growls at you 
because you’re sitting in his seat!” 

Ah bittere gelechter!
Indeed, every Jew counts. So 

let’s count them in.

Every Jew Counts!

Jewish Report

Parshat Bamidbar 
Rabbi Yossy Goldman
Sydenham Highlands 
North Hebrew 
Congregation 

Brenda Stern (lawyer and 
Jewish activist, Johannes-
burg): “The cancer of corrup-
tion, in both government 
and business, undoubtedly 
threatens the viability of a 
stable, healthy democracy. 
We each have a personal 
responsibility to challenge 

corruption and not contribute to it - be that in 
refusing to bribe a traffic cop to avoid legitimate 
fines, or a civil servant to facilitate business 
interests.

“The question of flight must stop being raised 
whenever a ‘crisis’ arises. We are South Afri-
can, unless and until we make aliyah. Our civic 
responsibility is to South Africa. We need to 
continue building on the immense Jewish con-
tribution to the positive development of South 
Africa, proudly and patriotically.” 

Benji Shulman, (Deputy 
Director, Local Projects, 
JNF, Johannesburg): “Cor-
ruption is one of a series of 
very important issues facing 
the country at the moment. 
Young people should obvi-
ously not support any cor-
rupt behaviour and should 

also get involved in trying to prevent it.   
“These days there are many ways of report-

ing illegal activities and bribe-taking that can 
be used to help address the problem. With an 
election coming up they should also make sure 
that they use their vote to create change.”

 
 
 
 

Hazel Frankel (artist and 
teacher, Johannesburg): 
“Worldwide, politics is a 
dirty game; families close to 
government know how to 
play it. Our government and 
the Guptas are no different. 
Nor are they unique in their 
modus operandi - to shift 

blame elsewhere. 
“What is unique to Guptagate is the  

chutzpah, and blatant disregard of the laws  
of the country. 

“Whatever the motives of ANC members 
who oppose Zuma’s cronyism with the Guptas, 
the current furore serves to emphasise the 
importance of our free press. Rather than tak-
ing flight, we - and the next generation - must 
maintain our values, each in our own way, 
every day, in the hope that right will prevail.”

To go or to stay – that’s the question
The debacle this past week with the unauthorised landing of members of the Gupta family at Waterkloof Airforce Base once again 

resurrects the ghoul of endemic corruption in our broader society. The Jewish Report approached several professionals in  
the community for their opinion about the future generation: should one encourage one’s children or grandchildren to  

emigrate or to stay and try and fix the country.

Community Voices

The Directors, 
Management and Staff 

of the South African 
Jewish Report wish our 
readers and advertisers 
a Chag Sameach for the 

festival of Shavuot.
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DAVID SAKS

Yom Yerushalayim was a celebration not just 
of a great military victory, but of one of the 
most privileged and blessed times in the  
4 000-year history of the Jewish people, said 
SAZF National Chairman Avrom Krengel, at 
Tuesday night’s Yom Yerushalayim event at 
Beyachad in Johannesburg. 

All subsequent speakers echoed this 
acknowledgment of how the liberation of Je-
rusalem in the 1967 Six Day War, and Israel’s 
astounding victory in that war as a whole, 
permanently transformed and uplifted the 
Jewish world. 

A war that had commenced amidst fears of 
another Holocaust, had concluded within a 
week with the total defeat of Israel’s enemies 
and the restoration of Jewish sovereignty in 
the Holy City after more than 18 centuries of 
foreign occupation.

Gratitude to Hashem and humility in 
acknowledgment of the bravery and sacrifices 
made by the brave soldiers of the time, should 
be the dominant sentiments when remember-
ing the miracles of 1967, stressed Chief Rabbi 
Warren Goldstein. 

Amplifying on this, Rabbi Laurence Perez 
pointed out how plans had been made to con-
vert Israel’s parks into cemeteries in anticipa-
tion of the more than 50 000 deaths expected 
to be sustained in the conflict.

In the end, the final sacrifice had amounted 
to barely one per cent of this. The Six Day 
War, he said, had changed what it meant 
to be Jewish spiritually; the Baal Teshuva 
revolution of the past 40 years, marking an 

ever-increasing return of formerly alienated 
Jews to their heritage, had very largely been 
inspired by it.

Likewise Israel’s international standing, 
particularly the close alliance it had since 
forged with the world’s leading superpower, 
the US, could be attributable to those spec-
tacular successes. 

The final speaker, Deputy Director of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel Shay Felber, 
remarked on the important shift that was 
taking place in the relationship between Israel 
and the Diaspora. 

It was no longer just a matter of the latter, 
as was traditional, contributing (financially or 
otherwise) to the growth of Israel, but of Israel 
increasingly devoting resources to assisting 
the Diaspora in keeping Jewish life strong and 
viable. In South Africa, the Jewish Agency was 
working closely with the SAZF to this end.

Reunited Jerusalem 
transformed Jewish 
world

Meskerem Worku, a representative of Impact 
for Christ Ministries came especially to Yom 
Yerushalayim to support Israel.

ROBYN SASSEN

At the time of our going to press last Wednes-
day, retired Capetonian paediatric oncolo-
gist Professor Cyril Karabus, 78, has been in 
a state of limbo for 263 days.  And still it’s 
anybody’s guess as to when he will eventually 
be allowed to leave Abu Dhabi.

In 2000, while on a locum in Abu Dhabi, he 
treated a three-year old Yemeni girl suffer-
ing from myeloid leukaemia. The child was 
terminal and subsequently died. Two years 
later, Karabus was convicted and found guilty 
in absentia and without his knowledge of 
manslaughter and forgery.

 Eleven years after this, in transiting 
through Dubai on his way from his son’s wed-
ding in Canada, Karabus was arrested.

The ordeal has been immensely drawn out, 
costly and trying for this elderly man who suf-
fers from angina, but ultimately he was com-
pletely exonerated by two Abu Dhabi courts. 
He is, however, still in limbo, owing, it seems 
to the slow turning of bureaucratic wheels in 
the United Arab Emirates.

Karabus’ wife Jenifer, has from Cape Town 
suggested the UAE authorities might have 
mislaid her husband’s passport.

At one point, Karabus was travelling every 
day to the prison to find out the wherea-
bouts of his passport. According to various 
sources, he has been declared free to travel. 
His bail money had been refunded to him.

Says his lawyer, Michael Bagraim, from 
Cape Town: “Professor Karabus is now not 
travelling down to the prison each day. We 
are doing this telephonically. We have been 
informed that it is probably now only going 
to be Tuesday May 14.

“The South African Embassy has inter-
vened,” he adds, “and have given him a 
temporary passport, but this is to no avail as 
we need to ensure that his name is properly 
cleared through the proper authorities. We 
can’t take the risk of him being in any way 
detained at the airport when he tries to 
leave.

“Karabus has contacted the Consulate 
there who are helping us to try and expedite 
the matter.”

Karabus: And the waiting 
continues...
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Wishing our families, friends, 
clients and the whole community

Chag Sameach
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za
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Trevor Stamelman 082-608-0168
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) was not the way forward in re-
solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
DA Shadow Minister of International 
Relations and Co-operation Ian David-
son, told a gathering held under the 
auspices of the Cape Board of Deputies’ 
Straight Talking series. He also reaf-
firmed the DA’s commitment to a two-
state solution in the ME.

Davidson, who participated in the 
parliamentary portfolio committee’s 
visit to Israel and the Palestinian Terri-
tories in March, said the ANC’s struggle 
history tended to “warp” its attitude to 
matters such as the conflict. 

The trip was a follow-up to one made 
by the committee over a year ago when 
it visited Gaza only and was in response 
to an ACDP recommendation that the 
resolution it intended to submit to the 
National Assembly, stand over until all 
sectors had been visited, to ensure a 
more credible report.

Expressing himself unequivocally 
on BDS, Davidson said: “We don’t be-
lieve that type of campaign will be at all 
helpful. Clearly, neither the new South 
African ambassador (to Israel) nor the 
(incoming) Israeli ambassador has BDS 
in mind,” adding that both wished to 
promote trade between the two coun-
tries instead.

“We recognise that there are prob-
lems and that negotiations have come 
to a stuttering halt - we would like to 
see them resumed. We believe in a two-
state solution and a shared Jerusalem.”

Concerning the “alleged discrimina-
tion” practised within Israel, he said this 
was not investigated more thoroughly 

“because we were trying to see the 
broader issue.

“We recognise security as key as far 
as Israel is concerned,” he added. “We 
also recognise the pain on the Pales-
tinian side, but we recognised that you 
couldn’t trade off pain against security.”

Davidson felt that the ANC members 
of the delegation were “disillusioned 
a bit” as far as the Palestinian side was 
concerned and that their perceptions 
had changed quite markedly as a result 
of the visit. Conceding that there were 
no simple solutions, he felt that South 
Africa possibly had a role to play in the 
region.

“It was certainly a tightrope that we 
walked trying to present a reasonable 
voice,” he said, referring to the Cope, 
ACDP and DA members of the delega-
tion. 

DA Western Cape leader Dr Ivan Mey-
er, noted that South Africa was one of 
the few countries in which citizens lived 
in religious harmony and he thanked 
the Jewish community for promoting 

“cultural warmth”.
He said the DA was committed to 

making the National Development Plan 
work. “There’s a lot of co-operation be-
hind the scenes which you never hear 
about when we meet with the national 
ministers. 

Community Safety MEC Dan Plato 
spoke of watching briefs introduced by 
the DA, that saw lawyers and law stu-
dents sitting in court in hand-picked 
cases to see how magistrates and jus-
tices were conducting themselves and 
to ascertain why so many cases were 
thrown out of court. This was then 
taken up with the National Prosecuting 
Authority. 

MEC of Finance, Economic Devel-
opment and Tourism Alan Winde, ac-
knowledged that black economic em-
powerment was necessary “to fix the 
misalignment of the past, where so 
many were disenfranchised”, but said 
that there needed to be a sunset clause 
as the practice was “anti-competitive, 
giving advantage to some over others”.

Dr Ivan Meyer, DA leader, Western Cape; Dan Plato, MEC Community Safety; Li 
Boiskin, Cape Chairman SAJBD; Ian Davidson, Shadow Minister International 
Relations and Co-operation; and Alan Winde, MEC Finance, Economic 
Development and Tourism, at the meeting hosted by SAJBD. 

DA affirms its commitment 
to a two-state ME solution
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Affluence demands of us to be 
generous to the less fortunate 
who face challenging circum-
stances daily. Donors can, 
besides monetary contributions, 
afford recipients the dignity that 
every human being deserves.

Impilo, a children’s home in 
Glenhazel in Johannesburg 
which opened its doors in 2003, 
is designed to meet the needs 
of children who do not have 
families of their own to care for 
them. It was the initiative of 
two Jewish social workers, Sue 
Krawitz and Sheri Shenker. 

Impilo currently houses 12 
abandoned and vulnerable 
children, ranging in age from 
new-borns to two years. 

“The home provides the 
infants with excellent medical, 
emotional and physical care, 
which is all financed through 
generous donations, as we 
receive no government funding,” 
says one of Impilo’s adoption 
social workers, Janys Orelowitz. 

“The Jewish community is a 
very philanthropic one, of which 
Impilo thankfully is a benefi-
ciary.”

Besides money, without which 
the home would not be able to 

exist, donors also contribute 
toys, clothing, etc. Some of these 
articles are in good nick, but 
alas, others embarrassingly are 
not.

“Most of our donors under-
stand the core values on which 
Impilo is based, in that we treat 
our babies as our own and that 
we ask ourselves whether we 
would give these toys and cloth-
ing to our own children before 
giving them to our Impilo babies.

“In as much as Yad Aharon and 
Michael is extremely grateful for 
every donation given to them, 
there is a problem with some of 
the goods donated in that some 
of the items are in no way fit for 
a fellow Jew,” says Yad Aharon 
Managing Director Alice Fried-
man.

Yad Aharon is a charity that 
services the Jewish community 
by providing fresh produce and 
other parcels to 540 needy fami-
lies on a regular basis.

“Although the core purpose 
of Yad Aharon revolves around 
food, the demand for good sec-
ond hand clothing is so high that 
we decided to open a clothing 
boutique a few years ago to ser-
vice our clients’ growing needs. 

“When clothing comes in, it 
is sorted into three grades. The 

best goes into our shop strictly 
for recipients; whatever does not 
pass our stringent quality stand-
ards is sold to selected hawkers 
and whatever is left behind after 
that, is given to charities who 
service the wider population. The 
rest is so damaged that we can-
not even use them.

“At Yad Aharon we put our 
recipients first on our list of 
priorities, which means that 
the quality standard we set for 
our recipients, is high. Their 

self-esteem is low as it is, so by 
giving them sub-standard qual-
ity goods, we only compound 
the problem and this essentially 
defeats the spirit of the mitzvah 
of chesed and tzedakah. 

“I cannot tell you how wonder-
ful it is for our shop staff to open 
a parcel that contains washed 
and neatly folded garments 
which so obviously mirror those 
donors’ respect for the needs of 
our recipients and for that we 
are deeply grateful.” 

‘Would you hand these toys and gifts 
to your own children?’

Beit Emanuel 
Progressive Synagogue

Community Rabbi
Beit Emanuel/Temple Emanuel, a Progressive 
Synagogue in the historic suburb of Parktown, 
Johannesburg (South Africa) is seeking a full-

time rabbi with effect from August 2013.

Beit Emanuel has historically been the largest or “flagship” Progressive 
congregation in Johannesburg and South Africa, and the successful 
applicant will work with lay leadership to reinvigorate congregational 

life and grow membership.

Beit Emanuel has just under 400 member family units, with varying 
ages, income and levels of observance.  Services are offered for 

Shabbat and all festivals, and the community is attempting to grow its 
Religion School, youth and young adult demographic and activities.

The ideal candidate will combine warmth and learning, and will have 
a demonstrated ability to build and grow a community, as well as the 

skills and abilities usually expected of a solo or senior rabbi for a 
Progressive community.

Due to the imminent deadline, interim appointments will be welcomed, 
and in this regard, applications are invited from senior students, rabbis 

on sabbatical or those recently retired.

The remuneration package will be market-related  
and negotiable to the right candidate.  

Applications close 31 May 2013.

For more information  
or to submit your CV in strict confidence,  

please e-mail chairman@beitemanuel.co.za

070513

Prince Unisex 
Hair Salon

Shop No. 4 Raedene 
Shopping Centre
5 Durham Street, 

Raedene

084 451 0517 u 072 024 8142

Bring in this advert & receive R5 off!!!

Haircut  R40
Shave R30
Colour R60
Facial R100
Eye Brows R40

Collect your royalty card  
and receive your free haircut

Mon – Fri: 8am - 6pm • Sat: 8am - 4pm • Sun: 8am - 3pm

Photo by Ilan Ossendryver

Janys Orelowitz with Onelia Malatjie, one of Impilo’s caregivers; and 
several of Impilo’s young tots.
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The award caTegories are: 
• Cell C Lifetime Achievement Award in honour of 

Helen Suzman
• Business Person – Absa Listed Company Award 
• Business Person – Absa Unlisted Company Award 
• Business Person – Absa Entrepreneur Award
• The Community Service Award, The Arts, Science, 

Sports & Culture Award
• The Chivas Humanitarian Award in honour of Chief 

Rabbi Cyril Harris.

To nominaTe or for more informaTion: 
email nominations@saJewishreport.co.za or 
visit www.saJewishreport.co.za 

The closing date for nominations is the 28 June 2013

Call for Nominations
Absa Jewish Achiever Awards 2013 

Who has painted the brightest future?

Jewish Reportsouth african

HOWARD SACKSTEIN
SA JEWISH REPORT BOARD MEMBER
CHAIRMAN: JEWISH ACHIEVER 
AWARDS COMMITTEE

I write to you on behalf of the Board of 
Directors of the SA Jewish Report. Each 
year the SA Jewish Report hosts the Jewish 
Achievers Gala Banquet which honours 
members of the Jewish community who 
have excelled in business, entrepreneur-
ship, as well as in a number of additional 
categories.

We request your assistance to nominate 
people whom you consider worthy of receiv-
ing any of these awards. The Business and 
Entrepreneurial awards are judged by a pan-
el of independent businesspeople, financial 
journalists, stockbrokers and representa-
tives from Absa (the event’s main sponsor) 
who interview all of the candidates.

Previous winners of awards include Brian 
Joffe (Bidvest); Adrian Gore (Discovery); 
Raymond Ackerman (Pick n Pay); Asher 
Bohbot (EOH); Alec Wapnick (Octodec); Gill 
Marcus (Reserve Bank); Brett Levy (Blue 
Label); Steven Joffe (Gold Reef City); Philip 
Krawitz (Cape Union Mart); William Kirsh 
(Primedia); Herschel Mayers (Discovery 
Life); Sean Melnick (Peregrine); Abe and 
Solly Krok (Krok Brothers); John Copelyn 
(HCI); Arthur Gillis (Protea Hotels); Jeff 
Zidel (Resilient Properties); William Ken-
tridge (Artist); Danny K & Kabelo (Shout 
Campaign); Phillip Tobias (Paleoanthro-
pologist), Ina Perlman (Operation Hun-
ger); Johnny Clegg (Musician); Ali Bacher 

(Cricket administrator); and Pieter-Dirk 
Uys (Satirist). 

We have also in the past honoured both 
President Nelson Mandela and Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu for their contribu-
tion to South Africa.

The awards are:
•  The Cell C Lifetime Achievement Award in 

honour of the late Helen Suzman: Award-

ed to a Jewish person who has contributed 
in an extraordinary manner, in his or her 
specific field, over a lengthy period of 
time.

•  Business Person – Absa Listed Company 
Award: Awarded to a Jewish person in a 
senior leadership position within a Listed 
Company, who has achieved enormous 
success worthy of recognition.

•  Business Person – Absa Unlisted Company 

Award: Awarded to a Jewish person who 
is in a senior leadership position in an 
Unlisted Company and who has achieved 
enormous success worthy of recognition.

•  Business Person – Absa Entrepreneur 
Award: Awarded to a Jewish person who 
has shown enormous entrepreneurial flair 
and business innovation.

•  The Community Service Award: Awarded 
to a Jewish person who has served the 
Jewish community with remarkable dis-
tinction.

•  The Arts, Science, Sports & Culture 
Award: In honour of the late Helen Suz-
man. Awarded to a Jewish person who 
has excelled in any of the aforementioned 
spheres.

•  The Chivas Humanitarian Award in hon-
our of the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris: 
Awarded to either a Jewish or non-Jewish 
person who has contributed substantially 
to the betterment of the lives of the peo-
ple of South Africa.
Please share this opportunity to nomi-

nate candidates with your  friends and 
colleagues.

Nominations should include:
•  The nominee’s name, telephone number 

and e-mail address. 
•  The award for which the nominee is nomi-

nated.
•  A short motivation for the nomination.

All nominations can be e-mailed to  
nominations@SAJewishReport.co.za

The closing date for nominations is June 
28, 2013.

Nominations are now open for Jewish 
Achiever Awards

Brian Joffe presenting Alec Wapnick (who has since passed away), with the Life-Time Achiever 
Award, at last year’s Jewish Achiever Awards.

Photo by Ilan Ossendryver

Attention all our lovely 
Jewish brides!

Rules:
1. Entries close at the end of November 

2013. (The exact date will be announced 
later.) All brides married between Janu-
ary 2013 and November 2013, are eligible 
for entry.

2.  Brides must be present in South Africa 
at the time of judging.

3.  The only photographs permitted for 
entry, are those submitted by the bride 
herself, or by her photographer with her 
explicit permission. All entries MUST be 
signed by the bride herself.

4.  Photographs will be printed within the 
time frame and discretion of the Jewish 
Report.

5.  Photographs for submission, must be in 

high resolution PDF or JPEG.
6.  The judges’ decision is final and no cor-

respondence will be entered into.
7.  Members of Jewish Report and competi-

tion sponsors, will not be allowed to vote 
on family member entries.

8.  Very important: Please note that all pho-
tographs MUST be submitted to brides@
sajewishreport.co.za - a form is available 
on www.sajewishreport.co.za

Send the photos to: Attention: Susan at 
brides@sajewishreport.co.za
Sponsorships are still available for the com-
petition. It carries a tremendous amount 
of positive exposure. If you’re interested, 
contact advertising@sajewishreport.co.za 
for more details.

Entries are open for Jewish Report’s exciting and 
prestigious Bride of the Year 2013 competition. 
Enticing prizes await the winning bridal couple.

Email consent given for the printing of this photograph
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Guptagate challenge  
to armchair critics

Among the outcomes of the recent Gupta Waterkloof 
jet saga – which has become known as “Guptagate” - is 
not only anger, but a sense of great weariness, rather 
than surprise, as well as a feeling of overwhelming im-
potence for the man in the street when he catches a 
glimpse of the big-money, big-politics shenanigans go-
ing on over his head. 

For this issue of the Jewish Report, we asked a range 
of Jewish South Africans their views on corruption in 
the country and their sense of what they as individuals 
should do (see page 2).

The close friendship between President Jacob Zuma 
and the Guptas – like that between Vivian  Reddy and 
the Shaik brothers – prompts memories of the ugly 
Indian-Zulu tensions which characterised their respec-
tive histories in the former Natal. Lingering resent-
ment still exists between the two groups. 

Have they sufficiently been put to rest, or could 
something more serious be re-ignited by the activities 
of the wealthy and powerful Gupta family in South Af-
rica today?

There is also an undercurrent of antipathy towards 
“Johnny-come-latelys” like the Guptas, who seem to 
be running the country by proxy. The irony is that 
our president – who was very much a stalwart of the 
Struggle and sacrificed years of his life in exile – is now 
their best buddy, and is seemingly allowing the country 
whose freedom he fought for to be exploited by them. 

The outpouring of anger about the Waterkloof saga 
was actually just the tipping edge of a simmering re-
sentment against interlopers who arrive in this coun-
try with their fortunes and buy status and patronage 
not owing to them. 

Residents of Johannesburg who drive past the opu-
lent Gupta mansion in Saxonwold will bear testimony 
to the almost permanent presence of a black Mercedes 
parked on the pavement at the grand entrance to the 
estate, with threatening-looking “heavies” standing 
next to it, behaving like watchdogs of the Gupta “fief-
dom”. 

There is nothing unusual about super-wealthy peo-
ple taking steps to protect themselves, but given recent 
events, it reinforces that family’s poor public image.

Whether or not there is any credence to the growing 
perception in this country that Zuma is in the Guptas’ 
pocket, appearances are important, and if he wants the 
respect that should accompany his office, he must con-
vince the nation it is not true. 

Furthermore, Zuma’s family members are obviously 
entitled to make a good living; but an unsettling per-
ception is growing that they are benefiting from the 
Zuma name, rather than their own efforts - and if this 
does not provoke an outcry, then we are in serious 
trouble. Resigned acceptance would indicate just how 
far the rot has set in.

Ordinary South Africans – Jews as much as anyone 
else – face a serious question, particularly young ones. 
They must be asking themselves whether corruption 
has become so endemic that the situation is beyond 
redemption and South Africa is on a non-stoppable 
downward spiral. If so, what would they advise their 
children to do – stay here and try to fix it, or leave the 
country?

The answer depends on a personal vantage point. 
Fortunately, there are still many optimists – or patri-
ots – who believe their efforts can turn the corruption 
tide and realise this country’s colossal potential, and 
who feel it is still possible to bring back something of 
the “Rainbow Nation” euphoria of Nelson Mandela’s 
era. 

Beware of the “doom and gloom” syndrome. Cer-
tainly, there are problems in this country and warning 
lights flashing about our government’s and leaders’ be-
haviour and morals. But it is imperative that we don’t 
become sullen armchair critics mired in cynicism and 
resigned to the rot. 

Getting up and doing something about it means 
different things to different people. But G-d forbid 
we should give in to corruption and let this beautiful 
country be stolen from us.

MARC SCHNEIER 
NEW YORK

US Secretary of State John Kerry is 
correct to describe a new proposal by the 
Arab League to revive Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks as “a very big step forward”.

Yet there will be no serious movement 
toward peace until Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu responds to the 
Arab League initiative by evoking the 
words of the late Egyptian leader Anwar 
Sadat before travelling to Jerusalem in 
the later 1970s, vowing “to go to the 
ends of the earth” - even to the Qatari 
capital of Doha or the Saudi capital of 
Riyadh - in order to achieve peace.

The new peace initiative, which was 
presented to Kerry and Vice President 
Joe Biden by a Qatari-led Arab 
delegation in Washington on April 30, 
would revive - and improve, from Israel’s 
standpoint - the so-called Saudi Peace 
Initiative of 2002. 

That proposal, subsequently endorsed 
by the entire Arab League, promised 
Israel full peace in exchange for a return 
to its pre-1967 borders.

Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad bin Jassim Al Thani, presented 
the new initiative, accepting for the first 
time a modification of those borders. 

According to Al Thani, “The Arab 
League delegation affirms that 
agreement should be based on the two-
state solution, on the basis of the 4th of 
June 1967 line” with the possibility of a 
“comparable and mutual agreed minor 
swap(s) of the land.”

This important Arab League initiative 
comes in the wake of another significant 
but little noticed development that 
also originated in the Gulf: an April 8 
resolution by the Kingdom of Bahrain 
condemning Hezbollah as a terrorist 
organisation. 

The outlawing of Hezbollah, 
overwhelmingly passed by Bahrain’s 
parliament, represents the first known 
instance that an Arab country has used 

the T word to describe a militant Arab 
organisation like Hezbollah, which has 
rained missiles on northern Israel and 
last year murdered Israeli tourists in 
Bulgaria.

When I visited Bahrain in December 
2011, becoming the first rabbi to meet 
with King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifah 
in his palace, he told me - as widely 
reported by the media - that Bahrain 
and Israel share a common enemy in 
Hezbollah’s patron, Iran, which sits 
directly across the narrow Persian Gulf 
from Bahrain and other Gulf states 
including the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar and Kuwait.

Yet nearly a month after the Bahraini 
statement, there has been no official 
response by the Israeli Government. 
Indeed, when a reporter for the Times of 
Israel asked the Foreign Ministry why it 
has not commended Bahrain for its anti-
Hezbollah stand, a spokesman blandly 
responded: “If the Bahrainis had wanted 
Israel to say something, they could have 
sent us a message through diplomatic 
channels. Since they didn’t, we didn’t.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
may well have decided to err on the side 
of caution in responding to both the 
Bahraini and Arab League initiatives by 
waiting to see whether support will hold 
up across the Arab world. 

Yet this is one of those critical 
moments in Middle East history when 
an excess of caution may doom hopes 
for a breakthrough by strengthening 
cynicism and peace process fatigue on 
both sides.

Following the dramatic steps by 
Bahrain, Qatar and the Arab League, 
Netanyahu needs to respond in 
similarly dramatic fashion. Just as Sadat 
fundamentally transformed Israeli-
Egyptian relations 35 years ago by 
declaring his willingness to travel even 
to Jerusalem, Netanyahu should declare 
his readiness to fly to Doha or Riyadh to 
demonstrate his genuine desire for peace 
- with the Palestinians as well as Saudi 

Arabia and the other Gulf states.
The Israeli government and people 

need to remember that Israel exists and 
is destined to live forever in the heart 
of the Middle East, not the Middle 
West. The Jewish state can only secure 
its long-term survival by reaching an 
accommodation with the Arab world - or 
at least an important part of it.

Thankfully, the positive initiatives of 
the past few weeks by Bahrain and the 
Arab League delegation led by Qatar 
- neither of which would have taken 
place without the encouragement and 
support of Saudi Arabia - make clear that 
a historic opportunity exists for Israel to 
build a strategic alliance with the oil-rich 
states of the Arabian Peninsula.

Israel and the Gulf states are 
endangered by Iran, a genocidal 
theocracy with nuclear ambitions that 
vows to destroy the Jewish State and 
has extended its reach into the heart of 
the Arab world through manipulation of 
proxies like Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
the tottering Assad regime in Syria.

If Netanyahu seizes the moment 
to reach a peace agreement with the 
Palestinians, thanks to the initiative 
put forward by the Qataris and the Arab 
League, there is a chance that after 
generations of bitter conflict, Israelis will 
finally live in peace and security.

If, however, the Israeli prime minister 
spurns this opportunity, he will only 
empower the extremists in the Arab and 
larger Muslim world who are determined 
to destroy the Jewish State. Now is the 
time for Netanyahu to secure a better 
future for the people of Israel by taking a 
dramatic step for peace. (JTA)

•  Rabbi Marc Schneier, president of the 
Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, 
is co-author with Imam Shamsi 
Ali of “Sons of Abraham: A Candid 
Conversation About the Issues that 
Divide and Unite Jews and Muslims,” 
to be published by Beacon Press in 
September.) 

Netanyahu must learn from Sadat

Stephen Hawking (pictured) is pulling out of a 
conference hosted by President Shimon Peres 
in Jerusalem to protest Israel’s treatment of Pal-
estinians, The Guardian reported Wednesday.

Hawking, 71, the world-renowned theoretical 
physicist and Lucasian Professor of Mathemat-
ics at the University of Cambridge, had accept-
ed an invitation to the fifth annual president’s 
conference, Facing Tomorrow, in June. Major 
international personalities and thousands of 
participants will this year celebrate Peres’ 90th 
birthday.

Last week he wrote to Peres to say he had 
changed his mind. The British Committee for 
the Universities of Palestine with Hawking’s ap-
proval described it as “his independent decision 
to respect the boycott, based upon his knowl-
edge of Palestine, and on the unanimous advice 
of his own academic contacts there.” 

The Guardian first reported that in the four 
weeks since Hawking’s participation in the Je-
rusalem conference was announced, he had 
been bombarded by an intense campaign by 
boycott supporters to persuade him to change 
his mind. Hawking, who is in very poor health, 
later told friends he decided to follow the advice 
of Palestinian colleagues and not attend.

Hawking has visited Israel four times in the 
past. Most recently, in 2006, he delivered public 

lectures at both Israeli and Palestinian universi-
ties as the guest of the British embassy in Tel 
Aviv.  

Presidential Conference Chairman Israel 
Maimon said: “The use of an academic boycott 

is outrageous and improper, especially by those 
for whom the spirit of liberty is at the basis of 
the human and academic mission.”

“The boycott decision is incompatible with 
open and democratic discourse,” he added.

Professor Stephen Hawking joins the 
academic boycott of Israel



10 – 17 May 2013 Opinion and Analysis

For more information contact 
Sandton Shul on 011 883 4210 or sandtonshul@sandtonshul.co.za

Sandton Shul invites 
the community to join us 
for Shavuot and Shabbat

Special Guest and Keynote Speaker

Rabbi David Lapin

Don’t miss this amazing 
opportunity to expand your mind

14th of May / Shavuot dinner
Keynote address after dinner at 22h00
16th May: Yizkor address at 10h00
17th May: Shabbat sermon at 18h00
18th May: Public lecture after Kiddish at 12h00

Sandton Shul invites 
the community to join us 
for Shavuot and Shabbat

Special Guest and Keynote SpeakerSpecial Guest and Keynote SpeakerSpecial Guest and Keynote Speaker

Respected international 

business consultant, global 

strategist and thinker, 

expert in leadership, 

renowned author of 

Lead by Greatness, 

inspirational speaker
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SHIRA DRUION

Assimilation between Jews and non-Jews is in-
creasing rapidly worldwide, as young people leave 
the Jewish fold to pursue a life that is, for the 
most part, devoid of religion. 

Since 2000, Johannesburg UOS statistics re-
flect a 40 per cent drop in the number of Jewish 
marriages processed. Cape Town’s figure sees a 
33 per cent drop for the same period.

If this is an indication of what the future holds, 
there are grave concerns which the community 
must tackle to prevent an impending apocalypse 
that could threaten Jewish continuity. 

“Assimilation is definitely on the increase,” 
says Rabbi Ron Hendler, head of the conversion 
programme for the Johannesburg Beth Din. 

“It is difficult to quantify exact statistics; it’s 
safe to say that a large number of Jews in our 
community have at least one family member who 
has married out or who is living with a non-Jew.  

“Although many couples do apply for conver-
sion, many more opt not to, because they don’t 
want to be obligated to live a life of observant Ju-
daism,  which is one of the prerequisites in order 
to enrol in our conversion programme.

“Many couples meet in the workplace and the 
rest are introduced by friends,” says Hendler. 
“They begin dating, not initially thinking there’s 
a strong possibility that they could fall in love. 

“But, after several months, it becomes obvious 
that they have strong feelings for one another 
and then the whole debacle starts, and in the 
internal battle that ensues, love trumps religion, 
because when it boils down to choosing between 
the two, people would rather lose religion than 
their partner who they have come to love. 

“I have witnessed that intermarriage usu-
ally starts to become problematic for the Jewish 
partner when children come into the equation 
and the disparity in the different value systems 
becomes apparent. Tragically, this is then too late 
for many and the damage has been done.”

“We need to distinguish between assimilation 
(becoming less and less ‘Jewish’) and intermar-
riage (someone who is Jewish, marrying some-
one who is not),” says Rabbi Doron Kornbluth, 
perhaps best-known as author of Why Be Jew-
ish? Raising Kids to LOVE Being Jewish and the 
bestselling Why Marry Jewish? 

“Assimilation is hard to define and measure. 
Intermarriage isn’t. Internationally, over 50 per 
cent of young Jews are marrying out of the faith. 
South Africa is better off, but not radically so. 

“The days of a 10 per cent intermarriage rate in 
South Africa are long gone. This is evident by the 
number of calls and e-mails that I receive from 
South Africans asking for my assistance with 
couples who are considering intermarriage.

“Furthermore, many South Africans living in 
London, Toronto, Australia or America, encoun-
ter the intermarriage issue while abroad; their 
stats are probably as harrowing as those of any 

other international Jewish community.  
“I remember speaking in SA years ago and 

hearing intermarriage was not one of the com-
munity’s main concerns because local Jews were 
so traditional. Things have changed radically. 

“Without proactive efforts to strengthen Jew-
ish identity and directly encourage ’in-marriage’, 
the South African community is going to im-
plode; it’s just a matter of time… Of course, the 
strongly Orthodox section of the community will 
survive, but what will happen to the rest? It is 
very concerning.”

“In classroom conversations about intermar-
riage, it has become clear to me, that what drives 
the average young secular Jew’s insistence that 
intermarriage is not such a ‘big deal’, is not intel-
lectual but is in fact more indicative of the social 
pressure of having to support the decision of 
friends or friends parents to have intermarried”  
says Rabbi Dani Brett, head of Beit Medrash and 
curriculum development for Herzlia schools. 

“This is a reflection of a much diluted approach 
to Judaism.” says Brett. “Once upon a time, there 
was a stigma attached to those who ‘married out 
of the faith’, but today the tables have turned and 
the stigma is attached to ’narrow-minded Jews 
who have issues around intermarriage’.”

“Today, the silent Holocaust is reflected by the 
Christmas tree that replaces the shattered me-
norah that lies at the far end of the garage, says 
recently converted Ansie Janse van Rensburg. 

“This is evident in the hurried burial of tallit 
and tefillin that lie in the bottom drawer; where 
one settles for a life of Friday night dinners in 
front of the TV, instead of blessing one’s children 
around the lights of the Shabbat table.” 

“The truth is that South Africa has a strong 
community structure, excellent leadership in the 
Chief Rabbi, and much to offer,” Says Kornbluth. 

“With this in mind, it is possible to avoid be-
coming just like one of the many dying, assimi-
lated American communities - but it won’t hap-
pen by itself. If more money and time is invested 
in Jewish education, the community will prosper, 
because essentially it is the key to prevention. 

“Jewish educators also need to be empowered 
through enrichment programmes and allocated 
enough teaching hours to cover relevant ground. 
Shabbatonim are needed to inspire the youth, as 
well as regular visits from dynamic speakers who 
know how to ignite that Jewish spark.

“Trips to Israel are also very important to help 
young people to develop a connection with G-d, 
their people, and their land.  

“I would also advise parents to partner with 
their children and attend weekly classes in Juda-
ism. If parents are not learning, why should their 
children take Judaism seriously? The message 
starts from the top; a home devoid of Judaism 
can have devastating effects on the family and 
their place in the tapestry of Jewish continuity. 

“Good news is that young Jews can be turned 
on to Jewish identity - if we play our cards right.”

Concerted effort can beat 
assimilation

Breaking the glass at a Jewish wedding.
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What do you Want to stop the JnF From doing?

I have some questions for Allan 
Horwitz and his “Stop the JNF” 
organisation. Firstly, what are you 
trying to stop the JNF from do-
ing? Greening Israel? Because that 
is what the aim of the Jewish Na-
tional Fund is. They have planted 
millions of trees in Israel which 
has turned the country from a 
desert into a garden. 

You also mention that you 
are concerned with fairness and 
even-handedness. Well, I would 
like to know where are your “Stop 
Hamas and Hezbollah” campaigns, 
as their aim is the destruction of 
Israel which is written in their 
creed. 

And If your organisation is so 
fair and balanced, where is your 
call to the Palestinian leader-
ship to negotiate with the Israeli 
leadership, because I believe there 
have to be at least two parties to 
negotiate.

As far as I have seen in the 
media, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has clearly stated dur-
ing President Barack Obama’s  

 
recent visit that he wants to restart 
negotiations for a two-state solu-
tion with the Palestinians, but so 
far has had no response from the 
Palestinian leadership.

You also state that you sup-
port freedom of association and 
assembly. So, how come the BDS 
and Palestinian supporters came 
into the concert halls at both the 
Yossi Reshef and Yom Ha’atzmaut 
concerts or are the Jewish commu-
nity not included in this freedom of 
association and assembly?

Somehow I don’t understand how 
a demonstration could have taken 
place outside the concert halls, as 
you state in your letter, when there 
is photographic evidence of a per-
son being struck down and lying on 
the floor inside the venue.

Finally, I would suggest that you 
go and learn what our Torah really 
has to teach about wars of survival 
and especially justice and catch a 
wake-up! 

 
dennis Kahlberg
Fairmount, Johannesburg

denying g-d is LiKe denying one’s  
parents

With regard to a recent letter to the Jewish Report 
by Yossi Bogacz suggesting that the Holocaust could 
never have been part of a G-d’s plan, I would like to 
point out that we cannot know G-d’s plans.

The Holocaust is not proof that a Divine force never 
created the world - that is a totally unrelated matter. 
After all many Holocaust survivors retained their 
religious faith.

Nevertheless it does make it difficult to understand 
how a benevolent G-d would allow it to happen.

The Kabbalah explains that someone who has 
done wrong in a previous life might be given another 
chance in a future incarnation.

This could explain why some good people suffer - 
they might be atoning for a previous life’s sins.

According to Jewish tradition, to be martyred for 
our religion (al kiddush Hashem) is one of the great-
est mitzvoth possible.

Perhaps G-d gathered together the souls of six 
million sinners from throughout history and enabled 
them to be purified in this way, allowing them to 
achieve the greatest heights of the World to Come.

To deny Hashem is to disconnect from the most 
powerful force in the universe. Such a view would also 
leave us spiritually impoverished.

Rejecting G-d’s existence reflects a major disloyalty 
towards our Creator and is like denying one’s parents.

It is also a denial of our very essence. This is why 
most people believe in the Divine - it is part of our 
nature. A major crisis of faith (such as great anger 
towards the Creator), is usually needed to dislodge 
this inherent part of our souls.

Atheism is therefore not a natural nor happy state 
of mind.

 
martin Zagnoev
Johannesburg

Lag B’Omer celebrations on Saturday evening
In our front page article last week on Lag B’Omer, we mentioned that the Lag B’Omer 
celebration was on Sunday night; it was, in fact on Saturday evening. Due to space 
constraints in our paper, we mentioned by name the students of Rabbi Akiva and rebel 
leader Simon Bar Kochba as two of the historical pivots of the festival, but omitted to 
also mention Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, whose yortzheit is celebrated on Lag Ba’Omer.  
All three narratives are significant parts of the Lag B’Omer tradition.

Norwood Mall, Cnr Hamlin & 6th Avenue, Tel: (011) 728 5880 • Valid Dates: Thursday 9 - Sunday 12 May 2013

ACTUAL PRODUCTS ON OFFER MAY DIFFER FROM VISUALS SHOWN, AS THESE ARE SERVING SUGGESTIONS ONLY • HAMILTONS ADVERTISING 085313 • NO HAWKERS • NO TRADERS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • E&OE

Only Available At This Store!

THIS MOTHER’S DAY

LOVE YOUR
MOM BIG

DEAL
VEG COMBO

R100

1 x 7kg Pocket of Potatoes, 1 x 
3kg Carry Pocket of Onions, 1 x 
Pocket of Sweet Oranges, 1 x 5kg 
Carrot Value Pack & 1 x 2kg Sweet 
Potatoes

BIG
DEAL
SALAD COMBO

R35

1 x Lettuce Pre-Pack, 1 x Sunripe 
Tomato Thriftpack, 1 x Green 
Pepper Thriftpack 
AND GET A 400G DANISH WHITE 
PRE-PACK ABSOLUTELY FREE!

netanyahu deserves credit For israeL’s 
groWth and stabiLity

I refer to Gary Selikow’s letter, “Lamenting the disap-
pearance of social justice”, in the issue of April 12.

Last year’s peaceful “tent protest” in Israel and the 
dramatic rise of the Yesh Atid party - which fought the 
recent elections largely on social issues - are events 
which reflect Selikow’s “disappointment about the direc-
tion the national rightwing Zionist parties have taken 
regarding social justice”.

In his criticism of Benjamin Netanyahu’s leadership in 
that respect, he correctly pointed out that Likud had “al-
ways espoused the social welfare policies of Ze’ev Jabotin-
sky, a great believer in universal equality and justice for all”.

However, to be fair, in dealing with the economic 
realities of the Jewish State within a hostile neighbour-
hood - exacerbated by the global financial crisis - under 
Netanyahu’s watch Israel achieved the highest economic 
growth in the world, and created 360 000 jobs (more 
than any other country), with only 6,5 per cent unem-
ployment. Also, after the social protests, Netanyahu 
immediately set up a commission of enquiry to inves-
tigate the situation on the ground. Generally speaking, 
in a democratic country, economic policies are cyclical, 
responding to public pressures from time to time -  
necessitated by evolving circumstances - causing  
governments to adapt accordingly. 

Likud today leads a coalition government which 
includes Yesh Atid (with Yair Lapid as the minister of 
finance) as well as followers of Jabotinsky’s national 
liberal policies. So, let’s see how this combination plays 
itself out in the light of present public demand - with 
Likud still the Israel party best suited to implement 
Zionist patriotism, national security, individual liberty 
and free enterprise.

 
david abel
national vice chairman 
Likud south africa 



The restored Maputo Synagogue 
will be inaugurated on Sunday, 
May 19 at 15:30. The ceremony 
will include the Hachnasat 
Sefer Torah and restoration to 
the community of the Torah 
scrolls taken to South Africa 
for safekeeping some years ago. 
The synagogue is located at Rua 
Tomás Nduda, 203, in Maputo. 

The Jewish Community of 
Mozambique in a media release 
sketches the shul’s history from 
the 19th century when Jews 
from different countries immi-
grated to the growing port city 
of Lourenço Marques looking for 
trading opportunities. 

The congregation was founded 
in 1899 with the encouragement 
of Rabbi Joseph H Hertz (who 
visited the city on his expulsion 
from the Transvaal Republic by 
President Paul Kruger). 

Services were initially held in 
the members’ homes. In 1921, 
the Jewish community was 
officially established as the As-
sociação de Benevolência Israelita 
Honen Dalim. Around the same 
time as the Jewish cemetery. 

The historic Maputo Syna-
gogue was constructed and 
consecrated in 1926. The 
community was composed of 
both Sephardi and Ashkenazi 
immigrants, speaking several 
languages, from a wide range 
of social and educational 
backgrounds and engaged in a 

variety of activities. 
They were a diverse, even 

disparate group, but they joined 
together to build and maintain 
both a beautiful synagogue 
and a strong community. The 
community declined during the 
period prior to and following 
national independence. Like 
many other houses of worship 
in Mozambique, the synagogue 
building was briefly national-
ised. 

In late 1980s the synagogue 
was returned to the community 
and both it and the cemetery 
were gradually rehabilitated. 

By 1994, the community had 
grown and began to hold regular 
Shabbat and holiday services. In 
2010, the community was official 
reconstituted as Associação 
Honen Dalim - Comunidade 
Judaica de Moçambique. 

Today’s Jewish community in 
Maputo bears a striking resem-

blance to its forerunner. Its 
membership is diverse, compris-
ing both Mozambican citizens 
and long-term foreign residents, 
and it regularly welcomes Jewish 
visitors to Maputo.  

Services in a mix of Hebrew, 
English and Portuguese, are held 
on Friday nights and holidays. 
Recently, the community has 
celebrated a wedding, batmitz-
vah, bar mitzvah, and the birth 
of children.

The inauguration ceremony 
will be attended by representa-
tives of the Mozambican govern-
ment, the ambassador of Israel 
to Mozambique and a delegation 
of the South African Jewish 
Board of Deputies, led by Mervyn 
Smith and will include “The 
Travelling Rabbi”, Rabbi Moshe 
Silberhaft - who will carry the 
Sefer Torah into the synagogue - 
and Ann Harris, widow of former 
SA Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris.

Restored Maputo Shul to 
be inaugurated on May 19

SUZANNE BELLING

Brandfort, a tiny dorp in the Free State, in the 
middle of nowhere, would probably have gone 
unnoticed on the map of South Africa, had Win-
nie Madikizela-Mandela not been banished 
there during the apartheid era.

The town’s now-depleted Jewish community 
was once a vibrant one but, up till now, there 
was hardly any record of its existence. Former 
resident, Faisia Shaskolsky (née Cheerin), of 
Milnerton, changed all that with the compilation 
of a booklet recording the history of the Jews in 
the town and bringing to life the memories of 
the personalities who lived there.

On April 30, Faisia, her husband Dr Ivor 
Shaskolsky, “Travelling Rabbi” Moshe Silberhaft, 
who co-ordinated the publication of the booklet, 
former residents and those with ties to the town, 
braved the numerous potholes for a reunion in 
Brandfort and the launch of the booklet in the 
library of the former township, metres from the 
exile home of Winnie Madikizela-Mandela. 

Councillor Gladys Mafa, representing Mayor 
Steve Koalane, was guest of honour. Librarian 
Reuben Mayo, who worked alongside Shaskol-
sky in organising the event, was also present, 
as were schoolchildren from Matshediso High 
School and current residents of all denomina-
tions.

Jews (the Boerejode), Afrikaners and the So-
tho people, over the generations had uniquely 
close relationships.

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela said in a mes-
sage read out by Rabbi Silberhaft: “I was ex-
tremely grateful for the kindness shown to me 
by the Jewish community. Had it not been for 
them, I would not have survived the brutality of 
apartheid. 

“They understood what it was to be perse-
cuted and have played a great role in helping 

me and Zindzi, my daughter, cross the racial 
barriers under very difficult circumstances.”

She added that she welcomed the memoir. 
“I have many memories of Brandfort, some of 
them harsh, others sad, all too often times of 
hardship, suffering and loneliness. Exile is never 
easy - something the Jewish people know only 
too well from their own 2 000 years of Diaspora 
existence - and I believe it is important to keep 
a proper record of it.”

Shaskolsky was prompted to undertake the 
project after a return visit to Brandfort, following 
an absence of many years.

“I was disappointed to find hardly a notice-
able trace that a Jewish community had lived, 
flourished and fully participated in life in our vil-
lage.

“I came away with a definite drive to put 
Jewish life, as it was then, on the map, as those 
were important and formative years that need-
ed to be placed firmly in the roots of our lives.”

Mafa told the schoolchildren: “Books are 
knowledge,” encouraging them to make use of 
the library.

The programme included reminiscences by 
former Brandfort residents and the blowing of 
a shofar by Afrikaans resident Dalena Visser, 
who bought copies of the Tanach for her Jew-
ish friends. She told the gathering how much 
she loved Israel and had visited the country 13 
times.

Rabbi Silberhaft said the Country Communi-
ties Department of the SA Jewish Board of Dep-
uties commended Shaskolsky on “her foresight 
and dedicated efforts in conceiving this project 
and bringing it to fruition”.

The Jewish members of the gathering then 
proceeded to Brandfort’s Jewish cemetery, 
where Rabbi Silberhaft led them in Kaddish as 
there were enough men present to make up a 
minyan.

‘Jewish’ Brandfort celebrated 
in an enlightening booklet
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Members of the far-right Jobbik Party protesting against the WJC choosing to hold its gathering in 
Budapest.

DAVID SAKS

South African delegates at the World Jew-
ish Congress (WJC) Plenary Assembly, held 
in Budapest, Hungary, from May 5 - 7, were 
shocked by the open displays of anti-Sem-
itism that confronted them during their 
visit.

It was to show solidarity with the local 
Jewish community as well as to put pres-
sure on the Hungarian government, that 

the WJC took the decision to hold its meet-
ing in Hungary rather than, as is usually the 
case, in Israel. 

What delegates witnessed and experi-
enced, soon confirmed the extent to which 
far-right anti-Semitism and racism have 
surged in that country in recent years. 

On the Saturday morning, some 700 
demonstrators protested outside the 
Hungarian parliament. The crowd was ad-
dressed by representatives of the far-right 

Jobbik Party, who alleged that there was a 
Jewish conspiracy underfoot to buy up the 
country and accused the WJC of choosing 
to hold its four-yearly gathering in Buda-
pest to “shame the Hungarian people”. 

Jobbik won 17 per cent of the vote in 
the 2010 elections and, with 43 seats, is 
the third largest party in the 386-member 
Hungarian parliament. 

SAJBD National Chairman Mary Kluk 
said it had brought home to her once again 
how fortunate South African Jews were to 
live in a country where such overt displays 
of anti-Jewish prejudice and hostility, 
particularly by a recognised political party, 
were all but unknown.  

Some 500 delegates and observers from 
the WJC’s affiliated Jewish communities in 
100 countries, participated in the confer-
ence. The rise of neo-Nazi political parties 
in various European and other countries, 
and the situation in the Middle East, were 
among the issues addressed. 

The South African delegation comprised 
representatives of the National and Cape 
Council of the SAJBD, headed by National 
Chairman Mary Kluk and including Nation-
al Director Wendy Kahn; African Jewish 
Congress (AJC) President Mervyn Smith; 
AJC CEO Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft; and Cape 
Council Chairman and Executive Director 
Li Boiskin; and David Jacobson. Other AJC 
representatives were from Namibia, Zimba-
bwe and Swaziland. 

Smith, a former national chairman of the 
SAJBD with a lengthy record of service in 
international Jewish affairs, was appointed 
- with Moshe Kantor - as co-chairman of 
the WJC Policy Council. 

It was further confirmed that South 
Africa, as home to one of the 12 largest 
Jewish communities in the Diaspora, would 
be represented on the executive committee 
outside Israel.    

In his address at the gala dinner, WJC 
President Ronald Lauder, warned that in 
Hungary, as well as in Ukraine, Greece and 
other places, Jews and other minorities 
were increasingly being singled out, vilified 
and demonised. 

The Jobbik Party in particular was tar-
nishing Hungary’s good name through “its 
anti-Semitism, its hostility to the Roma, 
and its paranoid rantings at the outside 
world”.

Fascism and intolerance always singled 
Jews out first, he warned, but Jews were 

never the last victims and in the end, such 
hatred and intolerance only destroyed a 
nation’s hopes, progress and future. Lauder 
was subsequently re-elected to a second 
four-year term as WJC president.

In his opening night address on Sunday, 
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
condemned anti-Semitism and racism, but 
largely failed to convince his audience that 
his government was committed to taking 
the necessary steps to confront it. 

In its subsequently released statement, 
the WJC expressed regret at his failure to 
address any recent incidents of anti-Semi-
tism or racism in the country, as well as for 
not drawing a sufficiently unequivocal line 
between his government and the far-right. 

Words were all very well, but ultimately 
actions were needed to confront the true 
nature of the problem, which was “the 
threat posed by the anti-Semites in general 
and by the extreme-right Jobbik Party in 
particular”. 

A highlight of the conference was the 
address on Monday by German Foreign 
Minister Guido Westerwelle, who reaf-
firmed his country’s emphatic support for 
the Jewish people and Israel and called for 
more effective means to fight racism in EU 
member states.

 “Tolerance is wise, but tolerance in the 
face of intolerance is historic foolishness”, 
he said. 

Hungarian anti-Semites protest WJC conference presence

Wendy Kahn; Mary Kluk; Rabbi Moshe  
Silberhaft; Mervyn Smith

Photo supplied

Photo supplied



To get the 
big picture,

you must 
see both sides.

Intermarriage
Our greatest
threat?
Engaging with diversity in 
the rainbow nation:

Intermarriage
Our greatest
threat?
Engaging with diversity in 
the rainbow nation:

Booking 
essential

Sunday

12 May
19h30

Cost: R75

Sasfi n Bank
Scott Street, Waverley

South Africa, the Rainbow Nation. 
It is the perfect opportunity for 
Jews to be accepted as people 
on their own merits. As we’ve 
emerged from the racism of 
apartheid we are challenged to 
form our Jewish identities within a 
multi-cultural society. This society 
openly questions the wisdom of the 
boundaries around intermarriage 
and our family structures. Do we 
risk losing everything or gaining 
everything?

Join the Chief Rabbi and the 
Academy in a mind-opening 
discussion around this most critical 
question of Jewish fate and destiny. 
The Chief Rabbi will present his 
thoughts and fi eld questions from 
the fl oor. To get your questions 
fi rst in line, please email them to 
DebateSpace@TheAcademy.org.za

Special guest:
Chief Rabbi 
Warren 
Goldstein

Book online at TheAcademy.org.za 
or call us on 011 485 3624.
Email info@TheAcademy.org.za for details.

For thousands of years Judaism has thrived on vibrant, constructive debate. In an age of growing 
relativism, where divisive opinion and partisan politics have overcome the passionate, sincere meeting 
of minds, we remember this heritage, where words are not weapons to discredit rivals, but candles 
shedding light in the search for better answers.

The Debate Space celebrates this tradition in a series of discussions 
seeking truth with passion, mutual respect and integrity.



01 - 08 June 2012

ROBYN SASSEN

Twenty-four-year-old Aimee Gold-
smith (pictured, inset) has an un-
quenchable love for Shakespeare, 
and she’s not afraid to show it. She 
plays Desdemona in a new produc-
tion of Othello, geared specifically 
for young audiences. 

She believes school teaachers 
don’t teach Shakespeare properly. 
“With Shakespeare, everything is 
in the text.” She argues that teach-
ers often side-step Shakespearean 
raunchiness, which would, in fact, 
make hormonal teenage readers of 
it instantly fascinated.

“I’ve performed in Romeo and 
Juliet and a Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, so far,” says this Wits drama 
graduate, who you might recognise 
from Courtneigh Cloud’s Holocaust 
play, Boys from the Ashes. 

“Before auditioning for the role 
of Desdemona, I had read Othello 
a few times, but when you’re per-
forming, you read with a different 
eye.

“Desdemona’s often performed 
as a weak girl. Even her name, from 
the Greek, means wretched. But I 
think she shows strength in defy-
ing her father’s wishes, in discover-
ing her own sexuality. 

“My Desdemona has high self-
esteem. She doesn’t die easily. She 
must be killed. Her innocence is her 
strength.” 

Directed by Denel Honeyball, this 
adaptation cuts the original cast of 
13 to eight. “Now 90 minutes long, 
it serves young audiences, making 
its core story clearer and racier. 

“Shakespearean language 
shouldn’t be modernised. If the ac-

tors understand what they’re say-
ing, their audiences will.

“In developing this play, we were 
honoured to have theatre veteran 
Dorothy Ann Gould do a workshop 
with us. She told us about how ac-
tors tend to downplay Shakespeare 
to school audiences. 

“You don’t know how many of 
them are going through what the 
play addresses; Dorothy taught us 
to make the approach empowering, 
not boring. 

“This year, Othello is an IEB grade 
11 drama setwork and a GDE grade 
12 English first language setwork. 
But there are threads that connect 
it to contemporary realities. 

“When Denel heard about Reeva 
Steenkamp’s murder in February, 
she could not but draw parallels; 
the murderer was an admired hero 
who overcame enormous odds to be 
respected, but perhaps harboured 
deep insecurity about his adequacy. 

“The heroine who may have been 
unfaithful, suffers an untimely 
death on a day of romance; Desde-

mona dies on her wedding sheets; 
Reeva Steenkamp died on St Valen-
tine’s Day.

“The set is monochromatic, a 
decision forced by budgets,” Gold-
smith comments on the tiny POP-
art’s stage. “But making magic has 
little to do with size. It’s about lis-
tening to the audience. And listen-
ing to the work. I’ve experimented 
with different technical approaches 
to Desdemona, but when I get on 
that stage, it is like a blank canvas, 
and the snot and tears run of their 
own accord!” 

And the race card? “This play is 
about sexual jealousy,” she’s ada-
mant. “Race was central to Othello 
in the last generation, but it is no 
longer. The most important part of 
Othello is the main character’s self-
hatred.” 

•  Othello is at POPart in Johan-
nesburg, May 14 - 19; later in the 
year, it will be staged at Joburg 
Theatre’s The Space and the Sowe-
to Theatre.

‘Racier’ Othello for younger audiences
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SHOW: “An audience with Pieter 
Dirk Eish” (Theatre on the Square, 
Sandton, (011) 883-8606) 
Until May 25

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

From the abandoned bobba in Hill-
brow with Polish roots and markings 
on everything, from the level of her 
coffee to her forearm; to the nasty 
nitwit that defined white South Afri-
can racism in his harshly pulled down 
khaki hat, and his gun at the ready; 
not to forget NoWell Fine, the quin-
tessential South African kugel, who 
whiffs of hypocrisy, Pieter-Dirk pulls 
several tricks out of the proverbial 
box, in this show, which above all, 
celebrates the magic and wisdom of 
theatre.

Yes, he uses used characters, and 
lines so frequently present in his rep-
artee they’ve grown beards, and the 
old tricks of non-trickery, where he 
dons his eyelashes and lipstick and 
becomes someone else while still 
on stage, but there’s a fabulous aura 
of gentle fondness throughout this 
work, giving you to understand what 
a master he actually is. 

Sparing nobody and nothing, he 
reaches for the jugular in every con-
text, from Gupta extravagance to 
grotesque media behaviour on the 
part of an ageing Mandela, but more 
entertaining than the sheer skill of 
characterisation and his ability to 
force you to laugh at your greatest 
fears, is the unique structure of this 
production.

The audience is presented with 16 

numbered, rather rudimentary con-
tainers. Each contains the simple 
transformative wherewithal for Uys 
to do a complete character change. 

A selected audience member - a 
birthday celebrant, a first-timer at 
an Uys production, a proud and out 
homosexual, someone with a defin-
ing milestone, or hat - is called upon 
to choose their lucky number, and 
like a juke box, he comes alive with a 
tasty and dire bit of political diatribe, 
spiced to the hilt and rotten with hi-
larity. 

The absolute master in this country 

of the Jewish oxymoron, the “bittere 
gelechte”, the sad joke, Uys will make 
you laugh with the grim hilarity he’s 
sparked in audiences for over 40 years.

The upshot of a show of this na-
ture is its freshness. Uys magnifi-
cently demonstrates the role of the 
audience, in rendering a live perfor-
mance different every single night. 
Almost in his 70th year, he unpacks 
the whole trajectory of his life, from 
his first experience of Shakespeare’s 
King Lear in 1961, to his first sexual 
encounter and his various confronta-
tions with the mediocre monsters of 

Afrikanerdom that were apartheid’s 
aides, up until the farcical shenani-
gans of the world in which we live, as 
reported in today’s newspaper.

You won’t see all 16 possibili-
ties of character in one show - the 
production is about 90 minutes 
long, and each characterisation is 
long enough for the character in 
question to become fully three-
dimensional, but the “Pick-A-Box” 
(in Afrikaans, Kies ‘n Doos) nature 
of the show means that you in the 
audience will win, no matter which 
box is opened.

Fabulous aura of 
gentle-fondness 
in Uys’ work

Photo by Stefan Hunter

Pieter-Dirk Uys and his bevy of characters.

Photo supplied

Arts Briefs

ACiDBaSS in Cape Town, May 12
The band ACiDBaSS, fearing David Bass (piano), Mike Rossi (saxes/
clarinet), Marc Duby (bass), Alan Thwaites (drums), Willy Haubrich 
(brass menagerie), and Tony Drake (electric keys) play at the Marim-
ba Restaurant, Cape Town Convention Centre on May 12. Describ-
ing themselves as “drawing on a pool of musicians with different 
backgrounds and featuring a range of music wide as the chemical 
spectrum,” they promise to “squeeze the entire spectrum of jazz-
rock-gospel-boogie-blues-world-mayhem into 80 minutes”, with free 
access to ladies, “whether they be mothers past, present or future”, 
but will charge R40 at the door for men. Contact Alan 082-925-4524 
or David (021) 674-4967. 

Strike’s The Miser for Baxter
Multiple-award-winning Molière play, The Miser, directed by Sylvaine 
Strike, performs at the Baxter Flipside until May 25. The play recent-
ly walked off with four Naledi Theatre Awards for Best Production 
of a Play, Best Director (Strike), Best Performance by a Supporting 
Actress (Patricia Boyer), and Best Costume Design (Sarah Roberts) 
after its season on Johannesburg. Featuring an astonishing Lionel 
Newton in the lead, with support from William Harding and Kate 
Liquorish (pictured above), Mpho Osei-Tutu and Atandwa Kani, this 
play was deemed by this newspaper as the play of the year last year, 
in Johannesburg. Now Cape Town gets to experience the delicious-
ness. Bookings: (021) 685-7880. 

Othello (Muntu Ngubane) kills 
Desdemona (Aimee Goldsmith), 
in this new production of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy. 
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A column of the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

At the end of 2012, the Chev’s 
Community Social Services coun-
selling division “married” CAJE 
- Rabbi Goldman’s College of Adult 
Jewish Education. By the time you 
read this column we will already 
have presented the 3rd session in 
our monthly, “Enrich Your Life” 
series, to full houses and apprecia-
tive audiences.

In addition to its reactive 
counselling for people in need 
of emotional support for a wide 
variety of conditions, our social 
services strategy has always aimed 
at providing proactive educational 
forums, like marriage prep and 
teaching high school kids what 
healthy relationships should look 
like.  

But this wonderful partnership 
with CAJE has added prestige to this platform and boost-
ed our ability to offer stimulating speakers to address 
matters of deep relevance and concern to our community.  

We are very blessed to have highly acclaimed experts 
who give freely and gladly of their considerable knowledge 
and experience for all of our benefit.   

The first lecture in March consisted of a panel of four 

professional therapists who addressed, each from the per-
spective of their own fields - speech, occupational, physio 
and psychological - the very pertinent question of why so 
many of our children are in therapy these days.  

The answer, in a nutshell, identified the techno-times in 
which we live, the benefits of early intervention and the 
fact that parents and teachers are conditioned to a height-
ened awareness. In other words, we know a lot more 
about what to look out for these days, and our children 
exercise a lot less.

The following month our lecturer spoke to an audience 
of over 200 about dealing with stress. The good news: To 
be alive is to experience stress. It’s the good kind we need 
to seek out.

You could be forgiven for thinking that the title of this 
column refers to our relationship with CAJE and, in the 
interests of literary creativity, I may have deliberately 
misled you.  The title, in fact, refers to last night’s panel of 
eminent clinical psychologists who spoke about marriage 
and how to make it meaningful and make it endure. 

So is happily ever after attainable? For every married 
couple and every meaningful partnership, it is!   

I have learned that in all relationships communica-
tion is crucial. This fact is underscored by the amount of 
feedback I receive from this column and I urge you to keep 
the comments flowing. May OUR partnership continue to 
thrive!

Send comments to feedback@thechev.org.za 

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO
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Holocaust survivor Rena Quint – 
inspiration to all South Africans

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Over the past week, 
Yom Hashoah 
ceremonies were held 
under the auspices 
of the Board in all 
the main Jewish 
population centres. 

In addition, and 
possibly for the 
first time ever, a 
ceremony was held 
in Grahamstown as 
part of a visit by a 
delegation from the 
Board, SAZF and SAUJS 
to meet with the staff 
and students of Rhodes 
University and other 
members of the local 

community.
This year’s keynote speaker, Rena Quint, 

spoke at the Johannesburg and Durban 
ceremonies and afterwards addressed the 
community in Cape Town. Like all Holocaust 
survivors, the story she had to tell was a 
harrowing one. That being said, it was deeply 
inspiring to hear how despite this, she was 
able to go on to build a successful, fulfilling 
life for herself, including raising a family of 
committed, involved Jews. 

As she observed, it was this continuation 
of a vibrant Jewish life, particularly in Israel 
where she now lives, that demonstrates how 
the Nazis ultimately failed in their efforts to 
destroy the Jewish people. 

Rena’s message should resonate with 
all people who have undergone traumatic 
experiences as a result of persecution 
and injustice. Indeed, as a result of being 
interviewed on Radio SAfm, she was even 

invited to speak to women prisoners on behalf 
of the Department of Correctional Services. 

By her example, she is able to show that no 
matter how low we fall, or are made to fall by 
others, we have the capacity to pick ourselves 
up afterwards and rise to undreamed of 
heights. 

While we must never forget the past, 
we should not allow it to engender a sense 
of hopelessness. Rather, we must use the 
lessons learned to build something positive, 
be it working towards creating a more just 
and compassionate society, rebuilding what 
has been destroyed or simply in the way one 
interacts with other people. 

‘Labelling controversy’ finally laid to rest
Shortly before going to print, we were 
delighted to learn that the long-running 
“labelling controversy” had been brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion.  

The final decision by the Cabinet regarding 
how products from Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank should be identified, is very 
much in line with what the Board and SAZF 
regarded as satisfactory.

The labelling is neutral and descriptive and 
not politically motivated, which is all that we 
wanted. In our media release we thank the 
Office of the Presidency, Cabinet and Minister 
of Trade and Industry Rob Davies, for hearing 
and taking into account out concerns when 
finalising the new regulations.  

The outcome of the months of deliberation 
over this issue has been a sensible one that 
addressed the requirement that the places 
of origin of imported products be accurately 
identified without the addition of politically-
motivated aspects that cause division within 
the South African population.  

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone enjoys a good 
story, but they’re not 
much fun when they’re 
filled with pain and 
suffering.

Almost daily a new 
heart-breaking story 
crosses my desk involv-
ing some communal 
sadness and sorrow. 
These situations are 
challenging, often 
requiring more wisdom 
than we humans have, 
and there are seldom 
simple solutions.   

Respecting the 
privacy and (often op-
posing) perspectives of 
those involved, we sum-
mon all our resources 

to examine the complexities from every angle. 
Then we do our very best to help.

I want to share just one story with you.   
Once upon a time the parents of three 

children were involved in a serious car acci-
dent. The father was left a paraplegic and his 
wife suffered severe emotional trauma and 
depression. Neither was able to work.

It’s our policy to try to solicit support from 
family members, but in this case, as in many 
others, no-one could assist. Maintaining 
their medical aid was a priority. 

Then a holistic approach was applied, 
involving our financial services, healthcare 
professionals and social workers who teamed 
up to assess the family’s living arrangements 
and determine how best to meet their needs.  

As it happened, the most practical and 
affordable option was to pay their bond so 
they could continue living in their home 
with domestic help. We also facilitated dis-
ability grants which helped toward food and 
clothing.

Counselling and home visits were routine-
ly provided and arrangements were made 
to enable the children to continue in their 
schools.  

But life evolves and with the passage 
of time it became clear that the children 
required closer supervision.  

The oldest son had matriculated and our 
student support services financed his ter-
tiary studies. The two younger ones became 
part of Arcadia’s after school programme, 
where homework and play is supervised. The 
situation is being carefully monitored and 
if it becomes necessary, they will move into 
Arcadia.  

Sadly, dad has passed away. West Park took 
care of all arrangements and covered the 
burial costs.

We have finally managed to persuade mom 
to join our protected employment programme 
which will bolster her self-esteem and provide 
her with a productive element to her day.

This story is far from over, but it is our 
hope that we can provide the children with 
emotional and educational support that will 
enable them, in time, to emerge confident, 
productive members of our community.

Certainly this storyteller prefers happy 
endings.   

May our partnership continue to thrive!
Feel free to contact me on feedback@

thechev.org.za

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO

Once upon a time...

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha
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Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society 
is re-launched
OWN CORRESPONDENT
 
� e Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society(JJGS) which 
died a quiet death some years ago, 
has been resurrected as the Jewish 
Genealogical Society South Africa.

� e JGSSA is a�  liated to the 
International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS),the 
umbrella body of over 80 societies 
around the world. A call is going out 
for all interested in the history of the 
Jews of SA and the story of their own 
families in Europe and South Africa, 
to become involved. 

� e JGSSA is hosting a public 
meeting at the HOD Centre, 58 
Oaklands Road, Orchards, on March 
10 at 19:30. At this meeting Lionel 
Slier will give a talk about “� e 
Rescue of Jewish Orphans from the 
Horrors of War-torn Eastern Europe 
in 1921, taken to South Africa”. 

genealogysa@gmail.com
082-423-05560.     
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On 7 Adar - Zayin 
Adar - as has become 
traditional on this, 
the yahrtzeit of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the 
Chevrah Kadisha in 
Johannesburg held 
a special function to 
honour those who 
have in various ca-
pacities volunteered 
their services to the 
organisation. 

Our national direc-
tor, Wendy Kahn, 
represented the 
Board at the event, 
and attests to how 
inspiring it was to yet 

again be shown how much members of our 
community are contributing to the greater 
communal good. 

Singled out for special tribute at this 
function was Steven Adler, with whom the 

Board has worked closely on matters of 
common interest on a number of occasions 
in the past. 

� e largely unsung heroes and heroines 
who render such dedicated and honourable 
service in the sphere of Jewish welfare, have 
their counterparts in all spheres of Jewish 
communal activity. 

� rough my involvement with the Dur-
ban Holocaust Centre, I am especially aware 
of how much our volunteer guides contrib-
ute. Taking visiting groups - in the main 
school learners - through displays, requires 
both a sound knowledge of the historical 
background and an ability to convey with 
appropriate insight and sensitivity the 
deeper lessons that those sombre events 
encapsulate for ours and future generations. 

� us, our guides devote considerable ad-
ditional time to research and educational 
training, motivated not by any expectation 
of � nancial or other reward but out of a pas-
sionate desire to add value in a worthy cause.

� is essentially sel� ess devotion to mak-

ing a contribution removed from any desire 
of personal gain, is characteristic of all 
forms of voluntary communal service.

Events like Zayin Adar are important 
because they recognise and honour those 
who dedicate so much time and e� ort to the 
community. 

Volunteers may not do what they do be-
cause they crave recognition, but this does 
not mean that their e� orts should be taken 
for granted and never acknowledged. 

Such public recognition, in addition to 
showing the necessary “Hakarat Hatov” (lit-
erally, “recognising the good”) and helping 
motivate them to continue their good work, 
also plays a part in inspiring others to come 
on board. 

Periodically patting ourselves on the back 
does not mean we can a� ord to become 
complacent. Times remain di�  cult and the 
needs both of our own community and the 
wider society are only growing. 

� e proud tradition our community has 
of contributing both to Jewish and general 

causes, can certainly inspire us, but ensur-
ing that it is maintained is a challenge for 
every new generation. 

� e real reward of serving the community 
ultimately lies in the emotional satisfaction 
and enhanced sense of self-worth that one 
receives through going beyond the bounda-
ries of one’s own personal needs to be of 
assistance to others. Our Jewish tradition 
stresses that the key to attaining happiness 
and ful� lment is through giving, in what-
ever form this might take. Put another way, 
and paradoxical as it sounds, giving is in 
reality the most rewarding form of taking, 
without anyone being at all diminished 
thereby, but quite the contrary.

I believe that the remarkable success of 
the South African Jewish community has 
been that so many of its members have 
taken this lesson to heart. 

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board 
Talk on 101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 
- 13:00. 

Giving is the most rewarding form of taking
 A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

 Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Everyone’s been boasting 
about the 2012 matric 
results and there’s cer-
tainly a lot to boast about 
- mazaltov to learners, 
parents and schools!    

� e 15 matric students 
for whom the Chev pro-
vided � nancial and coun-
selling services, all passed 
with excellent results 
- several with multiple 
distinctions. Our pledge 
of con� dentiality prevents 
me from saying more than 
that some achieved this 
under the most horri� c 
circumstances and that we 
are thrilled to have been 
able to help.  

Our numbers could have 
been bigger, but there were no matric students at 
Arcadia last year 

You may be wondering why I am boasting 
about matric results when that’s the domain of 
schools. And it’s a good question. But the issue 
of who is responsible for ensuring that our youth 
receive a Jewish education has become increas-
ingly murky. Maybe we should talk about it?

� e cost of private education in Jewish day 
schools is prohibitive and frankly, unsustainable.  

� e Chev’s Student Support Services has an 
agreement with these schools through which 
we subsidise families in need of help but only 
to a degree. � e bulk of the subsidy rests with 
the schools themselves. � at, we believe, is as it 
should be.  

Primary responsibility for education in Jewish 
day schools remains the obligation of the Jew-
ish educational system. But schools are � nding 
themselves under pressure and are hard-pressed 
and sometimes disinclined to maintain these 
subsidies, particularly for students who don’t 
reward with good behaviour and good results.

Unlike welfare, education is not the Chev’s 
area of expertise. Education becomes a welfare 

concern for us when families cannot a� ord the 
costs of remedial and special needs schooling 
(R3,5m paid out in 2012) and tertiary education 
(R1,7m).  

We pay full fees if there’s no alternative, or 
when there’s no Jewish partner to share the bur-
den with. Even when there are Jewish partners, 
we still come to the party for each child, every 
month, to o� er some relief to the Jewish day 
schools (R2m).

If it’s still unsustainable, and Jewish children 
are being turned away, that’s a sign that the sys-
tem needs revision. (Home schooling and online 
classrooms are gaining popularity worldwide.)   

As a community we need to put our heads 
together, think out of the box and come up with 
a solution we can all live with, and one that our 
children can thrive on.

� en the Chev can concentrate on providing 
food, shelter and healthcare to the community.   

Please feel free to communicate with me on 
feedback@thechev.org.za

  Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sie� 
Group CEO

Subsidising Jewish education: when and how
 A column of the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the WIZO South Africa

As the newly-elected president of WIZO SA I 
look forward to sharing my thoughts and aspira-
tions for our movement in 2013. � e leadership 
of WIZO SA attended the WIZO MOR (Meeting 
of Representatives) in Israel in January and were 
proudly acknowledged for our quick response to 
the Pillars of Defence Emergency Appeal last year. 

� e spontaneous and generous donations of our 
chaverot to this fund will provide psychological 
counselling programmes, dealing with post-trau-
matic stress for our children, youth, sta�  and their 
families in the day-care centres, schools and WIZO 
youth clubs, a� ected by the bombing. 

In addition, in those areas where WIZO facilities 
are at high risk, allocations are being made to se-
cure and upgrade the bomb shelters. � e concern 
and support of our chaverot for Israel’s human 
needs, are greatly appreciated by World WIZO. 

We thank you for caring and for making the 
di� erence and as each facility is secured with the 
necessary structures, we will keep you informed. 

Each year the attendees at the MOR are exposed to a 
battery of facts and � gures and highly-rated opinions on 
subjects of interest as part of a global movement to improve 
the status of women in every sphere of their lives in Israel.

From the spiralling cost of living to honour killings; from 

child abuse to preparing women for roles in com-
merce and politics; from breaking the glass ceiling 
in the IDF to nurturing the heritage of women 
from distant lands... we heard it all. 

We listened to personal stories and met the 
people who counsel and o� er constructive path-
ways through seemingly impossible situations. 
We met teenage girls who have found refuge in 
one of WIZO’s shelters and who have given up a 
life of crime and violence on the streets in order 
to become productive members of society... and 
we bought their beautiful hand-crafted jewellery 
which they now proudly sell.

Attending the MOR is like coming home, so 
many familiar faces, topics to discuss, interchange 
of ideas on fundraising and activities and solu-
tions to problems facing the WIZO federations. 

� e enthusiasm is tangible but the magnet that 
brings us together is our desire to help and we 
invite you to join us and become part of some-
thing so much bigger and more rewarding than 

just ourselves.  So, become a member, join a group, attend 
a meeting of like-minded people, get involved in an event, 
enjoy the camaraderie and make friends.

Become a WIZO woman and change your life and that of 
women in need in Israel.

Attending MOR is like coming home
 A column of WIZO South Africa

WIZO 
South Africa

Tamar Lazarus
President
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Former British PM 
Margaret Thatcher, 
‘staunch friend of Israel’ 
JERUSALEM - Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, who died on 
Monday, was a staunch supporter of Israel 
but had a rocky relationship with Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin.

Thatcher died after suffering a stroke, at 
the age of 87. She suffered from dementia 
at the end of her life, which was dramatised 
in the 2011 movie “The Iron Lady.” 

The only female to serve as prime 
minister of Britain, she also was the 
longest continuously serving prime 
minister in the 20th century, leading the 
country and her Conservative Party 11 
years, from 1979 to 1990. 

She called Begin, who served two terms 
in the 1980s,  the “most difficult” man 
she had to deal with, according to the 
Chronicle. She also strongly opposed 
Israel’s bombing of Iraq’s Osirak nuclear 
reactor.

She believed that the Arab-Israel conflict 
was at the centre of the Western world’s 
difficulties in the Middle East, pressing 
Israeli leaders to make peace with the 
Palestinians in order to cool regional 
tensions.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu mourned her passing in a 
statement.

“She was truly a great leader, a woman of 
principle, of determination, of conviction, 
of strength; a woman of greatness,” 
Netanyahu said. 

“She was a staunch friend of Israel 
and the Jewish people. She inspired a 
generation of political leaders. I send my 
most sincere condolences to her family and 
to the government and people of Great 
Britain.”

Vivian Wineman, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, told JTA that 
Thatcher “was always extremely supportive 
and admiring of the ethos of the British 
Jewish community. This close relationship 
began when her family took in a young 
Austrian Jewish refugee from Nazism in 
the late 1930s.”

“There are people, there are ideas. 
Occasionally those two come together 
to create vision. Lady Thatcher was an 
exceptional leader, a colleague in the 
international arena and a friend for me 
personally,” Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said in a statement. “She served as an 
inspiration for other leaders, as the first 
female prime minister of Great Britain she 
broke new ground. She showed how far a 
person can go with strength of character, 

determination and a clear vision.”
Wineman said that when Thatcher 

entered Parliament representing 
Finchley in north London, “a very Jewish 
constituency”, her relationship with 
local Jewish institutions blossomed and 
continued throughout her career as prime 
minister. During her campaign, she fought 
against a golf course in the district that 
banned having Jews as members.

Thatcher was a founding member of the 
Anglo-Israel Friendship League of Finchley 
and a member of the Conservative Friends 
of Israel, according to Tablet.

Wineman said Thatcher counted a 
number of Jews among her closest advisers 
and confidants, and at one point nearly 
a quarter of her Cabinet was of Jewish 
origins. They included Nigel Lawson, 
Malcolm Rifkind, Keith Joseph and Leon 
Brittan, according to the Jewish Chronicle.

“She also greatly admired the late Chief 
Rabbi Dr Immanuel Jakobovits, whom she 
elevated to the House of Lords,” Wineman 
said. “She was unquestionably a great 
statesman of the later 20th  century, and 
one who was a friend to the Jewish people 
and Israel.”

Thatcher reportedly had no patience for 
anti-Semitism nor those who espoused 
it. She was a strong supporter of Soviet 
Jewry.

She had a strong relationship with US 
President Ronald Reagan and together they 
fought communism, leading to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. (JTA)

Yom Hashoah: Obama 
commits to combat 
intolerance
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama 
in his Yom Hashoah message recalled his 
recommitment in Israel last month to 
combating anti-Semitism and intolerance.

“Today, we honour the memories 
of the six million Jewish victims and 
millions of others who perished in the 
darkness of the Shoah,” Obama said on 
Monday in a message timed for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

“As we reflect on the beautiful lives lost 
and their great potential that would never 
be fulfilled, we also pay tribute to all those 
who resisted the Nazis’ heinous acts and all 
those who survived,” he said. 

“On my recent trip to Israel, I had the 
opportunity to visit Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
national Holocaust memorial, and reaffirm 
our collective responsibility to confront 
anti-Semitism, prejudice and intolerance 
across the world.”

He concluded: “On this Yom Hashoah, 
we must accept the full responsibility 
of remembrance, as nations and as 
individuals - not simply to pledge ‘Never 
again’, but to commit ourselves to the 
understanding, empathy and compassion 
that is the foundation of peace and human 
dignity.”

In a separate statement, Representative 
Nancy Pelosi (Democrat California), 
the minority leader in the US House 
of Representatives, noted that the day 
marked the Hebrew calendar’s anniversary 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising.

“This day is a reminder of all who had 
the courage to fight back; who refused 
to allow the inhumanity of the Nazis to 
deprive them of their own humanity,” she 
said. 

“It is a reminder of the defiant spirit 
of the survivors, whose strength and 
perseverance still inspire us today. It is 
a reminder of the righteous among the 
nations who risked their own lives to 
protect the lives of their neighbours.” (JTA)
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Is happily ever after attainable?

Strong display of Jewish solidarity
A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

At the time of writing, the 
World Jewish Congress Plenary 
Assembly in Budapest, Hungary, 
is approaching its conclusion. 
It has been a stirring, if often 
sobering experience to have been 
part of this great gathering of 
Jewish leaders from throughout 
the world. 

The reason why Budapest was 
chosen for this year’s meeting, 
as noted last week, was to show 
solidarity for the Hungarian 
Jewish community at a time 
when it is confronted with 
an alarming upsurge in anti-
Semitism. 

In the course of our stay, we 
have witnessed at first-hand the 

severity of this problem. Whatever problems we might 
face in South Africa, it bears no relation to a situation 
where overt anti-Semitic rhetoric features continually 
in the public domain, driven not by individuals but by a 
major political party. 

We certainly cannot deny the high level of security 
that was provided for the conference by the authorities, 
yet the very fact that such comprehensive measures 
were deemed necessary tells its own sad story. 

One cannot imagine a Jewish leadership gathering in 
South Africa ever having to be protected in this way.   

In the firing line is Hungary’s 100 000-strong Jewish 
community, one of the largest in Europe. We were 
heartened to see how, despite the negative propaganda 
against them, its members are going about fostering a 
broad-based renewal of Jewish life in the country. 

At the same time, it was evident how pervasive is the 
legacy of the Holocaust within the community. It was 
only near the end of the war that the Nazis extended 
their programme of mass extermination to Hungarian 
Jewry, yet even in the short time available, and despite 
the heroic efforts of Raoul Wallenberg, they succeeded 

in shooting and gassing of more than half a million 
Jewish men, women and children. 

As WJC President Ronald Lauder pointed out in 
his opening address, Hungarian Jews comprised a 
staggering one-third of the 1,1 million Jews murdered at 
Auschwitz. Unlike in Poland, Lithuania and elsewhere, 
however, a significant minority was liberated in time, 
and they and their descendants are acutely aware that 
they are a community of Holocaust survivors. 

Despite this tragic legacy and awareness of the current 
menace, the conference provided an inspiring display of 
Jewish solidarity, as well as strong messages of support 
from other European leaders. 

No matter where they might be, Jews everywhere 
know that their fellow Jews, whether under the 
umbrella of the WJC or other influential world bodies, 
will exert themselves to the utmost on their behalf in 
confronting anti-Semitic threats against them. 

This was the strong message that was conveyed to 
Hungarian Jewry, as well as to the government of that 
country.

Warm congratulations to Mervyn Smith
I warmly congratulate our past president and current 
President of the African Jewish Congress Mervyn Smith, 
on his appointment as co-chairman of the WJC Policy 
Council. It is a fitting acknowledgement of his many 
years of outstanding service to the Jewish people, both 
in South Africa and on the international stage. 

We are further much encouraged by the fact that 
South African Jewry, one of the 12 largest Jewish 
communities in the Diaspora, will henceforth be 
represented on the WJC Executive Committee outside 
Israel. 

Through our presence on this all-important body, 
we can participate more meaningfully in advancing the 
cause of the Jewish people and ensuring their safety. 

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board Talk on 101.9 
ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00.

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Knesset panel advances plan regulating Bedouin settlements
JERUSALEM - A Knesset committee has advanced a plan to resettle 30 000 Bedouin.The draft ratified by the Ministerial 
Legislation Committee, regulates Bedouin settlements in the Negev Desert. Along with requiring the resettlement of 
the Bedouin, the Law of Arrangement of Bedouin Settlement in the Negev would resolve some 12 000 land claims, Army 
Radio reported. In a media release, The Association for Civil Rights in Israel, said it would “cause the displacement and 
forced eviction of dozens of villages and tens of thousands of Bedouin residents, dispossessing them of their property 
and historical rights to their lands, destroying the social fabric of their communities, and sealing the fate of thousands of 
families into poverty and unemployment. All of this while the government simultaneously promotes the establishment 
of new Jewish communities, some of which are even planned to be built on the fresh ruins of Bedouin villages.” (JTA)W
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FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

Polish citizenshiP
Many South African Jews 
may be eligible for Polish 

citizenship based on ances-
tral lineage. Many areas of 
Greater Lithuania including 

Vilna, fell within the territorial 
borders of Poland. If you are 
interested in obtaining Polish 
citizenship, please contact 

me.  I specialise in obtaining 
Polish citizenship for people 
with a Polish background.

Rael cynkin cA (sA)
rael@icon.co.za

083-346-4627

SERVICES

AppLIAnCE  
REpAIRS On-SItE 

Fridges, stoves, 
washing machines, 
tumbledriers and 

dishwashers.  
Free quotations!
CALL JASOn 
082-401-8239

To book your classified noTice or adverT conTacT:   
Tel (011) 274-1400, Fax 086-634-7935, email: jrclassified@global.co.za

HoW To Place a classified adverT: 
1. Only adverts sent via email to jrclassified@global.co.za will be accepted. 2. You will be advised on cost & payment details. 3. Payment is prior to the advert appearing.  4.  Our banking details:  SA Jewish Report, Nedbank Randburg, Account 

Number: 1984 514 865,  Branch Code: 198405. DEADLINE for BOOKING and PAYMENT is Tuesday 12 pm. (If deadline is missed the advert will appear in the next edition, when payment is received).  
 IMPORTANT NOTICE - The Jewish Report runs adverts in the Classified section in good faith, however we cannot be responsible for the quality of services offered and claims made.

IF YOU WANT 
TO  BUY 

OR SELL  A 
VEHICLE

CONTACT:
SOLLY 

KRAmER
082-922-3597

VEHICLES
WANTED

SMILE-LEE’S LIFTS
A reliable lift service.

Specialising in lifts to and 
from airports, shops,  

appointments, casinos 
and courier.  

Charne 083-391-6612 DECEASED ESTATE 
hOUSE CLEAr-

ANCES 
Entire households 

cleared, professionally 
and confidentially. I’ll 
take the burden off 
your shoulders and 

pay you for it.
Please contact  

Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837

For a trusted and pro-
fessional service. Also 
clear garages, cellars, 

storage rooms and 
storage facilities.

Reasonable rates to 
all other areas

Airport
Shuttle

SAm 
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

to or tambo 
from R160

to lanseria 
from R210

SERVICES

SILVER  
REpAIR &  

REpLAtInG
(011) 334 1102
082-473-6040

MeMoRiAls
Hawley Marble and 
Granite Works Est. 
1948 Monumental 

masons. We are proud 
to have served the 

Johannesburg Jewish 
community for many 

decades. Your support 
is much appreciated.

collen hawley  
tel: (011) 828- 9010 

chaim silver
(011) 485-3005

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFErED

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFErED

	  

	  
	  

FINANCIAL CONTrOLLEr 
required by WIZO

Post available from June 1 2013. 
Must be proficient in Excel, Word,  
and data capturing and have an 
understanding of bookkeeping.

Main duties include managing and updating 
the membership database, sending out 
accounts, capture payments and trace 

members, manage fundraising campaigns, 
record pledges and process payments of  
debit orders on MAG Tape. Process credit 

card and cash payments.
 

Extract statistics of paid memberships and 
monies collected branch by branch. Send  

out bulk e-mails and SMSes. Help with 
general office work and occasionally  

assist at WIZO functions.  

Salary negotiable.

This is a fulltime position, from Monday to 
Friday. Candidates to forward CV via  

email to: leejoffe@me.com

AiRPoRt tRAnsFeRs
GeneRAl tRAns-

PoRt: JhB
Affordable lifts offered.
New car with air-condi-
tion (up to 10 people).

Not on Shabbos.
Please call Yoram 

082-372-1863

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFErED

A-tAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky 
chauffeur you to your 

destination in Jo’burg and 
back. Only R120 round trip 

for 20kms.  
tel: 082-399-6187

BrIAN K LIFT
SErVICE & COUrIEr
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM 
R160. Secure, comfortable 
and safe. Anywhere 24/7. 

(Jhb - Pta) CALL BRIAN ON
076-533-1440 

Experienced, reliable 
driver able to lift you 

anywhere/ anytime 24 
hours. Courier work 

undertaken.
please call paul

083-542-6480

OFFICE 
FURnItURE
REpAIRS & 

REFURBISHMEnt

Re-upholstery  
Chairs
Desks 

Cupboards 
Shelving
Storage

All repaired to 
professional
standards

Mark
082-556-7314

sA FRienDs oF Beit 
hAlocheM WinneRs 

FoR 50/50 clUB 
MonthlY DRAW 

2012

JULY – L S MEYEROWITZ
AUG – M LOKETZ

SEPT –A S KARSTAEDT
OCT – R BECK

NOV – B KALMIN
DEC – I FREEMAN

2013
JAN – I FREEMAN

FEB – S LAWRENCE
MARCH - DR C  LEVY

APRIL - L GONCALVES

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFErED

SERVICES
hOME SErVICES

SERVICES
hOME SErVICES

SERVICES
hOME SErVICES
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What’s On
Saturday (May 11)

•  Beit Emanuel in Parktown, is host-
ing a weekly series of talks in its 
adult education programme, in its 
boardroom every Saturday morning 
after the Shabbat morning service 
and before the Talmud study ses-
sion. Times: From 11:15 to 12:15 
and Talmud study at 12:15. No cost. 
Today, Prof Merle Williams will 
talk on “Tensions Within Jewish 
Tradition and Values: Isaac Bashe-
vis Singer’s Story, ‘The Spinoza of 
Market Street’.”

Sunday (May 12)  

•  RCHCC screens the documentary, 
“Unmasked: Judeophobia the Threat 
to Civilisation”. Venue: Clive M 
Beck Auditorium. Time: 19:30. 
Donation: R30 (incl refreshments). 
Booking: Hazel or René (011) 
728-8088/8378, after hours (011) 
728-8378, e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.
net or rene.s@telkomsa.net, or www.
greatpark.co.za

•  Big Band Music Appreciation 
Society meets at St John’s College in 
the Jeffrey Auditorium in St John’s 
Road, in Lower Houghton.  Time: 
14:15 sharp. We will feature The 
Mills Brothers. Information: Barney, 
(011) 440-1996 or Jack, (011) 782-
7111.

Sunday (May 12)

•  Second Innings hosts Laura Fried-
man who will talk on “Building a 
Bridge Between the Emotional and 
Cognitive Sides of the Brain for 
Lowering Stress Levels”. Venue: The 
Gerald Horwitz Lounge, Golden 
Acres. Time: 10:00 for 10:30. Cost: 
R20 members, R40 visitors.

Monday (May 13)

•  UJW CT’s Na’arot group will be 
hosting a talk by Shireen Shapiro, 
Paralympic swimmer. Venue: Fire 
& Ice Hotel. Time: 19:30. Cost: 
R100. Enquiries: Karen Kaimowitz, 
082-897-7799 or Vanessa Arelisky, 
082-882-3615. 

•  UJW adult education division hosts 
Yaacov Finkelstein, Deputy Chief 
of Mission Embassy of Israel, who 
will talk on “Post-Election Relations 
Between South Africa and Israel”. 
Time: 09:30. Donation: R30 unless 
otherwise stated. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

Tuesday (May 14)

•  UJW adult education division 
hosts Arlene Bernstein, former 
head of LifeLine, who will lead a 
group discussion. Venue: 1 Oak 
Street, Houghton, Johannesburg. 

Time: 09:30. Donation: R30 unless 
otherwise stated. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

•  UJW adult education division hosts 
musicologist Estelle Sher who will 
talk on “Beethoven - An Overview”. 
Venue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton, 
Johannesburg. Time: 09:30. Dona-
tion: R30 unless otherwise stated. 
Contact: (011) 648-1053.

Wednesday (May 15)

•  Greenside Shul hosts a Shavuot 
brocha on the first day of Shavuot, 
after the shul service. Guest speaker 
is Debbie Mankowitz on “Israel Le-
gitimacy Revisited”. Contact: (011) 
788-5036.

•  Pine Street Shul presents “Shavuot - 
Accessing and Containing the Light” 
with Yocheved Bacher, for first day 
Shavuot. Venue: Pine Street Shul. 
Time: 10:30. Contact Kiki on 083-
692-6399. 

Saturday (May 18)

•  Beit Emanuel in Parktown, is host-
ing a weekly series of talks in its 
adult education programme, in its 
boardroom every Saturday morning 
after the Shabbat morning service 
and before the Talmud study ses-
sion. Times: From 11:15 to 12:15 

and Talmud study at 12:15. No cost. 

Monday (May 20)

•  UJW adult education division hosts 
David Shapiro of Sasfin Bank, who 
will talk on “America - The Next 
Emerging Market”. Venue: 1 Oak 
Street, Houghton, Johannesburg. 
Time: 09:30. Donation: R30 unless 
otherwise stated. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

Tuesday (May 21)

•  JHGC in partnership with Liliesleaf, 
Embassy of the Czech Republic and 
French Institute SA, hosts a talk 
by award-winning author Laurent 
Binet. Venue: Liliesleaf Farm. Time: 
19:00. Booking essential. Contact: 
Thuli (011) 640-3100 or thuli@
jhbholocaust.co.za. 

•  WIZO Forum hosts a “Wellness Day 
with Discovery Health”, where audi-
ence members will get a complete 
health assessment, learn about 
healthy lifestyle choices and have a 
screening test done by healthcare 
professionals. Venue: Beyachad. 
Time: 09:30. Cost: R70. Bookings: 
Sandy, (011) 645-2515.

•  UJW’s Johannesburg branch holds 
its AGM. Guest speaker Simone 
Hope speaks on “Lessons Learned 

on a Mountain” an inspirational 
talk and slide presentation by a 
feisty granny who recently climbed 
Kilimanjaro. Venue: 1 Oak Street, 
Houghton, Johannesburg. Time: 
09:30. Donation: R30 unless 
otherwise stated. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

Wednesday (May 22)

•  UJW CT adult education pro-
gramme has as its guest speaker Tali 
Feinberg on “The Jewish Chronicle 
- 2013”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Cost: R20 (incl 
refreshments). Enquiries: (021) 434-
9555 (mornings only).

•  UJW adult education division hosts 
Dr Lorraine Chaskalson, former 
lecturer in the Department of Eng-
lish at Wits, presents a series of five 
lectures on “Contemporary Poetry”. 
Venue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton, 
Johannesburg. Time: 09:30. Dona-
tion: R30 unless otherwise stated. 
Contact: (011) 648-1053.

•  Second Innings hosts an “Outing to 
Hartebeespoort Dam and a Ride up 
the Cableway”. Time: 08:30. Cost of 
the outing, incl bus and cableway: 
R200 Second Innings members, 
R230 visitors. Meet the bus in front 
of Golden Acres. To book: Grecia 
Gabriel, (011) 532-9718.

Classifieds
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Jews seen as UK 
soccer’s ‘forgotten 
tribe’

Among the South African Jewish popula-
tion we arguably have substantially more 
supporters of English football than local 
soccer.

However, ask the same people how 
much influence Jews have had on the 
sport in the UK, the same people prob-
ably would reply “very little”. That 
response would be understandable as one 
could probably count on your fingers the 
number of Jews who have played in the 
Premier League, for example.

That theory, however, has been 
quashed in a recent book by Anthony Cla-
vane called Does Your Rabbi Know You’re 
Here? The Story of English Football’s 
Forgotten Tribe.

Clavane, a history teacher turned jour-
nalist, dispels this popular myth to reveal 
the hidden history of Jewish involvement 
in English football. 

He argues that football’s transforma-
tion from a working-class pursuit into 
a global industry would not have been 
possible without such forgotten Jew-
ish figures as Harry Morris (played for 
Millwall, Swansea and Swindon Town), 
Leslie Goldberg (played for Leeds in the 
1930s), Louis Bookman (played before 
the First World War and for Luton Town 
after 1919) and Edward Freedman (the 
man credited with creating a merchandis-
ing revolution in English football).

Clavane, as a youngster growing up in 
England, was told at school that “football 
is not for a Yiddisher boy”. In the process 
he had his football confiscated, followed 
in turn by a tennis ball. In fact, he is 
quick to point out that English Jews were 
hostile to people who did play soccer as 
they considered the sport “unfitting”. 

Clavane points out that at the begin-
ning of the 20th century there was a 
major discrepancy between being seen as 
“English” and being viewed as Jewish. He 
offers a well written slice of untold social 
history to prove that there were Jewish 
players, fans, managers and directors and 
details how Jews became English and how 
far becoming English and staying Jewish 
were in tension. 

“For many decades, Anglo-Jewry had a 
conscious preference for assimilation. It 
was possible to belong but not to rock the 
boat; the fear of stoking anti-Semitism 
was rarely far away.”

The author, who came from Leeds, 
admits that he too was not aware of any 

Jews involved in English football until 
1967, when Mark Lazarus helped Queens 
Park Rangers to victory in the League 
Cup. In the fourth round, Lazarus set 
up both the QPR goals as they defeated 
Carlisle United 2-1. 

He scored the third goal against Bir-
mingham City in the semifinals, which 
was also the first time QPR had won an 
away match in the League Cup.

This put them in the final against cup 
holders West Bromwich Albion. Having 
gone two goals down by halftime, the 
QPR team staged a comeback during the 
second half. 

With nine minutes remaining, Ron 
Hunt collided with the West Brom goal-
keeper, knocking the ball loose. Lazarus 
latched on to the loose ball and slammed 
it into the back of an empty net, his team 
winning the match 3 - 2, and with it, the 
trophy. 

Tottenham Hotspur has always been 
regarded as the club most associated with 
Jewish support, even though West Ham 
was closer to large Jewish communities. 
Tram routes had a lot to do with it. 

Combustion-engine-powered cars and 
buses were forbidden on Shabbat but the 
electric tram, stopping outside White 
Hart Lane, was not. One in three of  
30 000 fans at a Spurs home game in the 
1930s, was Jewish.

So, it was ridiculously dumb for the 
English Football Association to host 
Germany at White Hart Lane in 1935. As 
a result of their naive insistence that the 
game was beyond politics, the English 
were outplayed by German football diplo-
macy. It was thought merely polite for the 
England team to give Nazi salutes and for 
the Nazi swastika to flutter above White 
Hart Lane. 

One brave Spurs fan climbed on to the 
roof and tore it down, but was fined for 
his trouble. 

The Jewish Chronicle, having editori-
alised against protests over the game as 
“disorderly”, ignored that story, instead 
praising Jewish refugees from the Nazis 
for acting as interpreters and tour guides 
for the German visitors.

The real place of Jewish influence 
takes place off the pitch. David Pleat, 
whose father anglicised the family name 
from Plotz, speaks in the book for the 
first time about being Jewish and why 
he avoided making it part of his public 
identity. 

Clavane shows how the most important 
Jewish contributions to English football 
were in the boardroom. Burnley chair-
man Bob Lord banned television cameras, 
declaring in 1974 that he would “stand up 
against a move to get soccer on the cheap 
by the Jews who run television”. Such 

open anti-Semitism, however, soon gave 
way to professionalism.

Irving Scholar’s Spurs and David Dein’s 
Arsenal introduced basic commercial 
principles to the game. The Russian, 
Roman Abramovich, on the other hand 
is treated as an insurgent outsider by 
the author who is in essence, a football 
traditionalist.

British Jews are often cited as a model 
minority. What Clavane explains in the 

book is why the journey took so long for 
English Jews to find the confidence to 
give voice to their story. 

Perhaps one of the most amusing tales 
that sums it all up is when Clavane, on 
the night Chelsea played Bayern Munich 
in the Champions League Final, found 
himself wondering about something his 
grandparents and parents would always 
ask: Which result “would be good for the 
Jews”?

The English national soccer team “politely” gives the Nazi salute during and international played at White Hart 
Lane against Germany in 1935.

Palestinians poll highest on suicide bombings
NEW YORK - Out of all the Muslim respondents in a global survey, Palestinian Muslims polled 
highest in favour of suicide bombings as a justifiable means to “defend Islam”. A new Pew 
Research Centre survey of Muslims around the globe finds most are deeply committed to their 
faith and want its teachings to shape not only their personal lives, but also society and politics.

In most of the 21 countries where the question was asked, few Muslims endorse suicide 
bombing and other forms of violence against civilian targets as a means of defending Islam 
against its enemies. But four out of 10 Palestinian Muslims see suicide bombing as often or 
sometimes justified, while roughly half (49 per cent) take the opposite view.

In Egypt, 29 per cent consider suicide bombing justified at least sometimes. Elsewhere in the 
Middle East, fewer Muslims believe such violence is often or sometimes justified, including 15 
per cent in Jordan, 12 per cent in Tunisia, nine per cent in Morocco, and seven per cent in Iraq. 
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org)W
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FROM BABY CITY AND TOY ZONE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF...

Wishing you a happy Shavuot
Chag Sameach!
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