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SAJBD welcomes 
positive outcome 
to Israeli 
products’ 
relabelling issue
(page 3) Jewish Reportsouth african

Karabus case has been 
postponed yet again

“Because the medical translator 
was not present; the judge has 
postponed the matter to April 
23. Prof Karabus is extremely 
depressed and on edge. I’m having 
doubts about how much more he 
can take,” said Michael Bagraim, 
Karabus’ lawyer.

Absa signs multi-million 
rand sponsorship deal 
for ‘Jewish Achievers’

Absa Bank signs a multi-
million rand three-year deal 
with the SA Jewish Report 
for the banking group’s 
continued sponsorship of the 
prestigious annual Jewish 
Achiever Awards.

4

Jemma Kahn’s 
Symbiosis between 
word, image and 
performance

Kahn’s diction is delicious. 
Taking you from raucous 
hilarity to gasped-back tears, 
she makes you remember 
what a stage play is supposed 
to do: tell a story. 

12 3

SA Jews and world remember the 6m
The Jewish Holocaust Remembrance Day is observed in most Jewish communities around the world. In the 
photograph, Israeli drivers are at a standstill at the entrance to Jerusalem, as a siren is sounded across the land, 
marking Yom Hashoah on April 8. (Flash 90/JTA). See stories on pages 2, 11, 13.

Photo courtesy w
w

w
.capebod.org.za

Wits SRC defends disruption of 
Yossi Reshef concert

Wits University SRC demands 
investigation “into racial profiling, 
violence against students, external 
security and implementation of Israel 
boycott” and condemns the use of 
terms like “barbaric”, “hooligans” and 
“Muslim-agitators” in referring to Wits 
students.

6 - 7
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Shabbat Times
Parshat Tazria/Metzora
April 12/ 2 Iyar
April 13 / 3 Iyar
17:37 18:25 Johannesburg
18:10 19:00 Cape Town
17:23 18:12 Durban
17:42 18:31 Bloemfontein
17:41 18:31 Port Elizabeth
17:32 18:22 East London

This week we read all about the 
Kohen examining people to deter-
mine whether they were afflicted 
by tzora’as, the leprous curse. It was 
a physical inspection which had 
spiritual implications. The person 
might be pronounced tahor or, G-d 
forbid, tamei, all depending on the 
results of the Kohen’s examination.

I couldn’t help thinking about 
going to the doctor for our annual 
medical examination, or a “physi-
cal”. We go through the routine 
check-up - height, weight, blood 
pressure, cholesterol and stress 
tests on the treadmill and up and 
down the little staircase. 

But have you ever thought of go-
ing for a “spiritual”? 

What’s our “height”? Do we walk 
tall? Are we proud and upright 
Jews, or are we apologetic; stooped 
and bent over by the burden of an 
inferiority complex?

What about our “weight”? Are we 
on a well-balanced diet of Torah, the 

sustenance of souls, or do we suffer 
from spiritual malnutrition? 

And how is our heart doing? A 
Jewish heart doesn’t only pump 
blood; it pumps warmth and love. 
A healthy Jewish heart is the 
emotional centre of the person. 
It emotes and feels the pain of 
another. 

And healthy hearts are inspired 
by events that point unmistakably 
to the hand of G-d in the world. If 
we aren’t feeling what we should be, 
then we might be suffering from 
blocked arteries.

Then the doctor took my blood 
pressure and I immediately made 
the obvious connection - tefillin. 
I remembered the story of the 
simple farmer who went for his first 
medical check-up. When the doctor 
checked his blood pressure he asked 
what that was all about. 

The doctor explained patiently 
that he was checking the heart rate. 
“But why are you holding my arm 

if you want to see how my heart 
is?” “When I check your hand,” 
replied the physician, “I know 
how your heart is.” The hand 
that gives tzedakah, for example, 
indicates a healthy Jewish heart. 

Then came the stress test - up 
the stairs and down the stairs, 
up again and down again. How do 
we handle the ups and downs of 
life? Are we smug and arrogant 
when we’re up and dejected and 
depressed when we’re down? 

How do we deal with stress? Do 
we trust in G-d that everything 
has a purpose and a positive one at 
that? Or, do we become angry and 
bitter at life’s unkind twists of fate? 

Finally, there was the treadmill. I 
really dislike treadmills. After two 
minutes I said to the nurse I’d had 
enough. “The doctor said you must 
do four minutes,” she informed me 
callously. “Four minutes?” I cried, 
“This feels like four hours!” 

Life can be a tedious treadmill. 

We find ourselves running and run-
ning and getting nowhere fast. The 
treadmill, the meandering merry-
go-round, the gruelling rat race 
where even if you win you’re still 
a rat - all of it leaves us wondering 
what it’s all about and why are we 
working so hard with no meaning-
ful, consequential reward?

So, this year, in addition to going 
for a physical, why not go for a spir-
itual? Find a Kohen, a Jewish spir-
itual healer, who can search your 
soul for its healthy characteristics 
as well as your necessary growth-
points and prescribe a spiritual 
fitness programme tailored for you 
and your neshama. May we all be 
healthy, physically and spiritually.

When was your last physical?
PARSHAT  
TAZRIA-METZORA 
Rabbi Yossy Goldman
Sydenham Shul

Jewish Report

DAVID SAKS

Rena Quint, the keynote speaker at 
this year’s Yom Hashoah ceremony 
in Johannesburg on Sunday, was or-
phaned many times during the years 
she spent as a young child in Nazi 
slave labour camps and the Bergen-
Belsen death camp. 

First, she lost her biological moth-
er, in addition to her two brothers, 
who were deported to Treblinka and 
murdered following the liquidation 
of the Piotrkow ghetto in 1943. Then 
she was separated from her father, 
who likewise did not survive the war. 

For the rest of her time in the 
camps, she was cared for by a suc-
cession of foster mothers, each of 
whom eventually died or were killed 
but whose heroic efforts enabled her 
to survive long enough to be among 
those rescued when the British 
forces liberated Bergen-Belsen in 
April 1945. 

Anne Frank, who was interned in 
the same camp, died shortly before 

rescue arrived. Quint’s final foster 
mother, whose own child had died 
after liberation and whose place 
Rena took on a passage to America, 
was fatally weakened by her ordeal 
and passed away in New York.  

An estimated 1 200 people at-
tended the Johannesburg ceremony, 
held once more at the Martyr’s 
Monument in West Park Cemetery. 

Quint, in recounting her story of 
survival against all odds, stressed 
that hers was a very unusual story. 
An estimated one and a half million 
children were among the six million 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust and 
those children who did survive in the 
main had somehow evaded capture 
by the Nazis. 

Hardly any had, like herself, 
survived after enduring the ordeal of 
slave labour camps, death marches 
and eventual imprisonment in a 
death camp. She would certainly 
have died had it not been for the 
foster mothers, most of whom she 
barely remembered. 

Through them, she had gone on to 
be adopted by an American Jewish 
family, marry and be blessed with 
four children and, to date, 22 grand-
children. For the past 30 years, she 
and her husband, a rabbi, had lived 
in Israel. Hers had been a “happy 
ending”; for countless others, it had, 
alas, ended differently.  

Sunday Times journalist Dominic 
Mahlangu spoke about his participa-
tion on a March of the Living tour 
to Poland last year. He said that 
South Africans focused heavily on 
their own parochial concerns, but 
were too silent about the multiple in 
justices taking place across their own 
borders.    

A Holocaust story of survival against all odds

DIANE WOLFSON

Approximately 300 community 
members were joined by over 30 
diplomats, representatives from the 
Mayor’s Office and political parties, 
to show solidarity with the Jewish 
people on this Shoah remembrance 
at the Yom Hashoah ceremony in 
Pretoria on Sunday. 

Lawrence Nowosenetz, chairman 
of the Pretoria Council of the SAJBD 
gave an emotive opening address and 
Ivan Sive read the prayer on behalf of 
the of the Jewish Ex Service League

Ya’akov Finkelstein, Charge 
d’Affaires of the Embassy of Israel, 
brought a message on behalf of Am-
bassador, Dov Segev-Steinberg. 

“All that is absent is the belief that 
this will never again arise - that les-
sons of such a catastrophe created a 
new world order where the need for 
places of refuge are something of the 
distant past. Sadly, for Jews, that is 
far from the truth. The necessity of 
having an Israel today is as dire as it 
was in 1948.  
“As a people we number no more 
than 14 million. As a religion we have 
the longest history but constitute the 
smallest group. Yet we continue to be 
vilified and threatened.

Lyonell Fliss, the main speaker 
and Holocaust survivor, was born 
in Moldavia three years before the 
start of the Second World War, said “I 
watched as fellow-Jews were pushed, 
taken in groups and shot. My mother 
begged a young Romanian officer to 
save me.  “The officer kept his word. 
I believe he was G-d’s messenger, our 
guardian angel.” 

They vowed 
never to 
forget...

Ninety-five-year-old Madeleine Lopato (Heitner), on the left of guest speaker 
Rena Quint, also hails from Piotrkow, Poland as does Quint. During the 
Holocaust Lopato lived in Brussels - from 1942 until Liberation. She came to 
South Africa in 1950.

Buy a flower for your Mom and 
tell her what she means to you 

Appearing 3rd May

Send us your favourite recipes to 
share with our readers  

Appearing 3rd May

 

Advertise your theatre, dance, art 
and hospitality services 

Appearing 31st May

 

Brides, send in your most glamorous 
photo from your special day  

Appearing 24th May

Mother’s Day Shavuot Recipes Bridal Competition Grahamstown Festival

Contact us on +27 11 274-1400 or advertising@sajewishreport.co.za
south africanJewish Report

Advertise in our upcoming supplements!
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MUSHROOM FARM PARK, SANDTON 
PARADE 10AM  FAIR 12PM

ENTRANCE FREE * FOOD 

FUN FOR ALL AGES

FOR MORE INFO:
011  440  6600011  440  6600

UNLIMITED 

RIDES FOR R50

The SA Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD) and 
SA Zionist Federation (SAZF), in a media re-
lease, welcomed the new regulations concern-
ing the labelling of imported goods emanating 
from Jewish/Israeli settlement areas in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

In terms of the new measures, such products 
must henceforth be identified as either “West 
Bank: Israeli Goods” or “East Jerusalem: Israeli 
Goods”. This fully complies with internation-
ally recognised technical trade requirements 
pertaining to place of origin, the release states. 

“Unlike earlier versions of the legislation, it 
does not make use of politically charged and 
biased language, but rather used terms that are 
essentially neutral and descriptive.” 

The SAJBD and SAZF thanked the Office of 
the Presidency, Cabinet and Minister of Trade 
and Industry Rob Davies, “for hearing and tak-
ing into account our concerns when finalising 
the new regulations. 

“The welcome outcome of the many months 
of deliberation and consultation over this issue 
has been a balanced, sensible solution, one 
that addresses the requirement that the places 
of origin of imported products be accurately 

identified without the addition of divisive, 
politically-motivated aspects that can only 
cause division and alienation within the South 
African population.”

Said Mary Kluk, chairman of the SAJBD: “It 
has been a long year. The issue first appeared 
in the Government Gazette of May 1, 2012. It 
is a great relief and it is very encouraging that 
a sense of fairness has prevailed on so many 
levels. 

“The leadership of this community has 
worked shoulder to shoulder and tirelessly to 
bring about this success; we also commend 
Minister Davies for conceding that fairness 
must prevail.”

Welcome outcome after long 
deliberation, to labelling issue

ROBYN SASSEN

There has been another postponement in 
the long drawn-out United Arab Emirates 
court case against retired Cape Town pae-
diatric oncologist Professor Cyril Karabus, 
who was due to be released two weeks ago. 

“The medical translator was not present; 
the judge has now postponed the matter to 
April 23. Karabus is extremely depressed. 
I’m having doubts about how much more he 
can take,” said Michael Bagraim, Karabus’ 
lawyer from Cape Town. 

“I suspect the delay is about an adminis-
trative workload on the part of the courts, 
rather than anything more sinister, but if 
hope goes, everything goes,” he added, refer-
ring to the current state of depression of 
78-year-old Karabus. 

“He needs to get his gees back. This will be 
sorted out. It was with this attitude that Kara-
bus ran his medical practice over the years.”

An exasperated Karabus in a news bite on 
Tuesday evening, made it clear how per-
plexed and “unamused” he was at the farce 
playing out in the name of justice.

Outraged members of the Jewish com-
munity have responded to the appalling 
situation. Karabus was found guilty of man-
slaughter and fraud in absentia and without 
his knowledge after the death in 2002 of 
a three-year-old terminally ill leukaemia 
patient he treated while doing a locum in 
Abu Dhabi. 

He was arrested last August while in 
transit at Dubai from Canada, and has been 
under house arrested pending a formal trial 
in Abu Dhabi ever since, after myriad post-
ponements.

ThEO KOpENhAgER  
Johannesburg obstetrician 
and gynaecologist (from a 
letter to Ayla Iqbal of Infor-
ma Life Exhibitions): “I was 
informed two days ago that 
the Obstetrics and Gynaecol-

ogy Conference on May 9, which forms part 
of the Africa Health Week, at which I was to 
present a paper, is run under the auspices of 
a Dubai-based commercial company. I was 
previously unaware of this and thought I 
was speaking on behalf of the SA Society of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecologists.

“Given the disgusting manner in which 
Prof Karabus is being treated in Abu Dhabi 
in an incredible perversion of justice, it 
would be a moral abdication of me to be part 
of this Dubai-associated conference. 

“Based on this decision, and that of the 
SA Medical and World Medical Associations, 
asking their members to break ties with the 
health profession of the UAE in protest at 
the treatment of Karabus, I will not address 
your conference. I feel it imperative to 
approach other speakers concerning this 
matter.”

MYRON ROBiNSON  
East London (addressing the 
ambassador of the United 
Arab Emirates): “You pro-
mote yourself as a Muslim 
nation professing to follow 
the Prophet Muhammad, but 

your country acts with despicable distaste. 
“Your country also maintains that it 

doesn’t dislike Jews - only Zionists. Karabus 
is Jewish. Whether he is Zionist or not, I do 

not know. However, it is quite clear that he is 
still being detained because he is Jewish. 

“This is a chilling reminder of the fact that 
in 1948 there were some 600 000 Jews liv-
ing in the Arab world; now there are about  
25 000. The rest were forced to leave or were 
murdered. I urge you immediately to in-
struct your government to release Karabus.”

AMANdA SchOEMAN 
Blairgowrie in Johannes-
burg: “During 1987, shortly 
before Professor Karabus 
left the Children’s Oncology 
Department at the Red Cross 
Children’s Hospital in Cape 

Town, he was part of a team who fought 
diligently for the life of my, then three-year-
old daughter, Durell. 

“I will always remember his kind and 
reassuring words and caring ways. Durell 
has since had two more relapses, but she 
celebrates her 30th  birthday on April 14.”

Karabus case postponed yet again
Community Voices

Ahava Dead Sea 
products have been 
among those whose 

labelling has been 
contested.
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It is with deep regret that I write 
this obituary for the late Rabbi 
Gerald Mazabow z”l (pictured)
who passed away on March 24, 
after a long illness. He was laid to 
rest on erev Pesach at the West 
Park Cemetery. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rabbi Avraham 
Tanzer, rosh yeshiva of the Yeshiva 
College in Johannesburg.

Gerald Mazabow was born in 
1936 and after matriculating, went 
on to study at the Rabbi Avida Zlot-
nick Teachers Training Seminary.  

After qualifying as a teacher, he 
studied for many years at the Beit 
HaMidrash leRabbanim in Johan-
nesburg and received smicha from 
Rabbi Shlomo Rosenzweig. (He 
is buried in front of his mentor, 
Rabbi Rosenzweig, rosh Beth Din); 
Chief Rabbi Casper zz,tl and Rabbi 
Hilewitz, z”l, principal of the Beit 
HaMidrash LeRabbanim.  

In 1973 – ‘74 he studied at the 
Harry Fischel Institute (Beit Mid-
rash Gevohah laTorah) in Jerusa-
lem, and received another smicha.  

Rabbi Mazabow officiated as rabbi 
in various congregations in South 
Africa, such as Welkom, Springs, 
Krugersdorp, and in Johannesburg 
at the Berea Shul, Yeoville Shul, 
Great Synagogue, and also in Liver-
pool in the UK. 

He taught in various chadorim in 
Johannesburg and on the Rand, and 
lectured at the Rabbi Avida Zlotnick 
Teachers Training Seminary, where 
he taught many Hebrew teachers 
who went on to teach in the Jewish 
day schools.  

Rabbi Mazabow was an excellent 
teacher and his pupils still remem-
ber him, and always comment to the 
family what a wonderful teacher he 
was, and how they still remember 
his lessons after all these years.  

He also gave many lectures to 

adults in all the shuls where he of-
ficiated.

He was for many years an inspec-
tor of schools with the SA Board of 
Jewish Education and travelled to 
inspect all the chadorim in Johan-
nesburg and the Reef, as well as the 
Jewish day schools.

Rabbi Mazabow held two doctor-
ates, one in Semitics, and one in 
education. He was a lecturer in 
Jewish studies and Semitics at 
Unisa, at Wits and later at the Rand 
Afrikaans University (now the 
University of Johannesburg), where 
lecturers in other departments 
would often come in to listen to his 
lectures.

Rabbi Mazabow wrote two books, 
one on the life and ministry of the 
late Chief Rabbi Louis Rabinowitz, 
(“To reach for the Moon”) and one 
on “The History of the Jewish Com-
munal Institutions of South Africa 
1841 – 1939”.

Rabbi Mazabow’s life and career 
were characterised by his love for 
Torah; his excellence in teaching 
Torah and Jewish history; his dedi-
cation to his family and students;  
despite undergoing many hardships, 
he throughout remained loyal to 
his Yiddishkeit, and steadfast in his 
love of Hashem.

Rabbi Mazabow is survied by his 
wife Gita, children Rachelli , Mena-
chem and David, daughters-in-law 
and grandchildren.

May his memory be for a blessing.

Gerald Mazabow z”l 
- rabbi, scholar and 
great academic

OWN CORRESPONDENT

Absa Bank has signed a multi-million rand three-
year deal with the SA Jewish Report for the banking 
group’s continued sponsorship of the prestigious 
annual Jewish Achiever Awards.

Bobby Malabie, Chief Executive - Marketing, 
Communications and Public Relations of the Absa 
Group, signed the deal with the SA Jewish Report 
last Thursday.

This year will be the 11th consecutive year that 
Absa has sponsored these prestigious  awards. The 
deal will ensure the ongoing success of the Jewish 
Achiever Awards and its continued status as the pre-
mier event in the Jewish and business social calendar. 

There is no other event in South Africa which 
attracts as many high profile business people and 
social entrepreneurs as the Jewish Achiever Awards. 

“We are delighted to have Absa as our title spon-
sor secured for the next three years,” says Howard 
Sackstein, chairman of the Jewish Achiever Awards. 

“When one looks at the customer base of Absa, 
you understand the large number of Jewish-owned 
and Jewish-led businesses which bank with the Absa 
Group. 

“We are great partners for each other and we have 
both derived enormous value from our long-term 
partnership and friendship.”

Sackstein pointed out: “Absa has always been a 
great friend to the South African Jewish community 
and many large Jewish businesses have reciprocated 
with their business and their support.”

The Jewish Achiever Awards are an annual 
fundraising event which recognises the remarkable 
achievements of the Jewish community. Awards are 
presented in the dual spheres of both business and 
humanities. 

Previous winners of awards include Brian Joffe 
(Bidvest); Adrian Gore (Discovery); Raymond 
Ackerman (Pick n Pay); Gill Marcus (Reserve Bank); 
Brett Levy (Blue Label); Steven Joffe (Gold Reef 
City); Philip Krawitz (Cape Union Mart); William 
Kirsh (Primedia); Herschel Mayers (Discovery Life); 
Sean Melnick (Peregrine); Abe and Solly Krok (Krok 
Brothers); John Copelyn (HCI); Arthur Gillis (Protea 
Hotels); Jeff Zidel (Resilient Properties); William 
Kentridge (Artist); Danny K & Kabelo (Shout Cam-

paign); Phillip Tobias (Paleo-anthropologist); Ina 
Perlman (Operation Hunger); Johnny Clegg (Musi-
cian); Dr Ali Bacher (Cricket administrator); and 
Pieter-Dirk Uys (Comedian). 

The Awards have also in the past honoured both 
President Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Emeri-
tus Desmond Tutu for their contribution to South 
Africa.

Nominations are open to the public and the 
awards are judged by an independent panel con-
sisting of business people, a representative of the 
JSE and a representative of Absa. PKF audits the 
judging. Winners will this year be announced at a 
glittering black-tie gala banquet at the Sandton Sun 
Hotel on August 6.

Last year’s winners included Asher Bohbot of EOH 
for the Absa Listed Company Award; Selwyn Smith 
of Foregood, for the Absa Unlisted Company Award; 
and Johnny Goldberg and Marc Sternberg in the 
Entrepreneur category.

In the Humanities section, The Helen Suzman 
Lifetime Achievement Award went to the late Alec 
Wapnick, well-known property developer and com-
munal stalwart, who sadly passed away shortly after 
the awards. 

Gerald Leissner received the Community Service 
Award and Professor Barry Schoub the Arts Science, 
Sports & Culture Award. 

Last year we also welcomed a new sponsor, Chivas 
Regal. The Chivas Humanitarian Award in honour of 
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, went to John Moshal and 
his family for their remarkable work in the spheres 
of education and HIV prevention.

“The Awards are an integral feature in celebrating 
the ongoing contribution of South African Jewry to 
our country,” says Sackstein.

The South African Jewish Report is the national 
newspaper of the Jewish community in South Africa 
with a weekly readership of more than 50 000. Its 
readership is generally highly educated, profession-
al, commercially active and generally tends to have 
significant disposable income. 

The paper is available through a printed version, 
a website (www.sajewishreport.co.za), and a weekly 
e-mail version. It provides quality content on local, 
national and international news, the arts, sport, 
literature, politics, youth and social events. 

Absa signs multi-million rand 
sponsorship deal with the Jewish 
Report for ‘Jewish Achievers’

On the occasion of Israel’s 65th birthday, the South African 
Zionist Federation invites the community to join in an 
acknowledgement of this milestone in Israel’s development.

On May 14, 1948, at 16:00, David Ben-Gurion read 
the Declaration of Independence of the State of Israel. The 
world’s newest country had been born. “Today, 65 years later, 
we look upon this tiny country with awe, astonishment and 
immense pride,” the SAZF says in a media release. 

A symphonic celebration featuring some of Israel’s most 
renowned and popular figures in the musical world, will take 
place on Monday April 15, starting at 20:00 for 20:15, at the Lyric Theatre at Gold 
Reef City.  

Tickets cost R100 each; and booking, which is essential, can be done through 
(011) 645-2531.

The Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration promises to enthrall and tantalise with 
songs, stories, snippets of history and exquisite music, coming together in a stage 
production of magnificent proportions.

“Conceived and produced by Isla Feldman and written and directed by David 
Fleminger, the production is glittering, glitzy, electrifying and exhilarating. You 
cannot afford to miss it!”

The Johannesburg Festival Orchestra will be conducted by David Sebba, while 
leading international soloists Yaniv D’Or (pictured) and Ofer Callaf, are bound to 
breathe new and poignant life into the songs and ballads;.

The Celebration Choir will accompany the soloists and the dancers will portray 
the joy and dynamism of this very special date.  

Whereas 65 is the international retirement age, “for Israel it signifies the start 
of yet another momentous period in her history, one that we and the world hope 
will bring the peace so fervently desired by so many”.

The miracle of Israel: A 
symphonic celebration

Howard Sackstein, Chairman of the Jewish Achiever Awards, and Bobby Malabie, Chief Executive Marketing, 
Communications and Public Relations of the Absa Group.
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Reasons for 
  remembrance

When an audience member proclaimed at the end of a 
rabbi’s speech at Yom Hashoah at Johannesburg’s West 
Park Cemetery, “There was no G-d at Auschwitz!”, he 
disturbed many others. But he posed a question that 
has lurked in the consciousness of Jews and others for 
decades: how could a G-d allow the Holocaust - the mur-
der of six million Jews, including one-and-a-half mil-
lion children?

Whatever the answer, the Shoah was a reality, and 
Jews of all stripes marked it on Sunday and Monday. 
Nationwide in Israel, traditionally motorists - religious, 
secular and atheist - stopped their cars and stood next 
to them silently for two minutes as sirens wailed to 
commemorate the tragedy.

In Poland, every year since 1988, thousands of 
Jews – this year including the IDF Chief-of-Staff – have 
marched the three kilometres between the death camps 
of Birkenau and Auschwitz in the “March of the Living”. 

This not only memorialises the victims, but shows 
that the Jewish people were not destroyed by the Nazis. 
Instead, they rebuilt themselves and created the thriv-
ing state of Israel.

Also in Israel, in stark contrast, there was outrage at 
the group of ultra-Orthodox Jews who held a barbecue 
in a Jerusalem park on Yom Hashoah because they re-
ject the state of Israel and its public events.

The Holocaust will never be fully understood, no 
matter how many studies are done and explanations 
offered by historians, rabbis, social scientists and poli-
ticians. Responses to it is bound to continue to be di-
verse.

This year is the 60th anniversary of the official crea-
tion by the Israeli government in 1953 of Yom Hasho-
ah, the Jewish Holocaust Remembrance Day. That same 
year Yad Vashem was established in Jerusalem as the 
world centre for documentation, research, education 
and commemoration of the Holocaust. 

At that time, the sheer scale of what had happened 
was only beginning to be understood and the major 
works of literature, art and film depicting the human 
dimensions of the tragedy were still to be created, such 
as seminal works by Elie Wiesel, Primo Levi and Han-
nah Arendt, as well as Anne Frank’s diary. 

Claude Lanzmann’s seminal documentary film, 
Shoah, was only made in 1985, dealing with Chełmno 
- where gas vans were first used to exterminate Jews - 
the death camps of Treblinka and Auschwitz-Birkenau 
and the Warsaw Ghetto, with testimonies from survi-
vors, witnesses and perpetrators. 

The Holocaust has been so thoroughly absorbed into 
Jewish culture worldwide that many people simply as-
sume it will continue to be appropriately remembered. 

The challenge today, however, as the last of the sur-
vivors - with their personal memories - are nearing the 
end of their lives, is how it will be marked in the future. 
Will Jews two generations from now regard it merely as 
a folktale? And who knows what other events lie ahead 
for the world. The way things look right now, wars of 
ever greater ferocity are a real danger. 

Anti-Semitism is again seriously on the rise. It is 
reported that globally there has been a 30 per cent in-
crease in anti-Semitic acts over the past year. In parts 
of the world - such as the Arab countries and among 
European and American neo-Nazi groups - Holocaust 
denial is spreading, and the essential facts and figures 
are not accepted or even known about. 

When anti-Israel activists in places such as univer-
sity campuses use the term “Israeli genocide against 
the Palestinians”, it shows how little they understand 
about what genocide means.

We must continue marking the memorial day of 
Yom Hashoah. But we also need other ways to teach 
its lessons about the barbarism man is capable of. The 
creation of Holocaust centres around the world is one 
avenue. There is one in Cape Town, and in Johannes-
burg another is under construction, which will also 
commemorate the Rwandan and other genocides. 

The warning of the Holocaust is relevant not only 
now, but for future generations - and not only for Jews, 
but for all of mankind. 

The Wits University Student Represent-
ative Council is demanding an investi-
gation “into racial profiling, violence 
against students, external security and 
implementation of Israel boycott” and 
condemns the use of terms such as “bar-
baric”, “hooligans” and “Muslim-agita-
tors” by Israeli supporters in referring to 
Wits students. 

This is in response to the disruption 
on March 12 of a recital by Israel-born, 
German-based pianist Yossi Reshef, at 
Wits University, by student protesters, 
which culminated in the recital being 
abandoned after 15 minutes. The SRC 
defends the protest action as legitimate.

The action led to wide condemnation 

in South Africa, as well as from Wits 
alumni abroad.

The Wits SRC says in a media release 
it “condemns in the strongest possible 
terms the use of words such as ‘barbaric’ 
(by Reshef), ‘Muslim agitators’ (by Wits 
Professor Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph), ‘hoo-
ligans’ (by Geoff Sifrin, SA Jewish Report 
editor), ‘a pack of baying hyenas frantic 
for blood’ (by the editor of the SA Jewish 
Report), ‘thugs’, ‘savages’, ‘monkeys’ and 
other expletives used by members of the 
Israeli lobby in referring to Wits Univer-
sity students”. 

The SRC adds: “The use of such terms, 
all by white people, reminds us far too 
much of our racist past in which black 
students and people were reduced to bar-
barians, thugs, cockroaches etc. The... 
SRC calls on Wits University to initiate 
an immediate and transparent investi-

Wits SRC defends disruption of 
‘Israeli’ Yossi Reshef’s concert

Students make their way towards the piano recital, which they disrupted and forced to end, on March 12.

Prof Loyiso Nongxa, Vice-
Chancellor and Principal of 
Wits, on March 13, the day after 
protesters forced pianist Yossi 
Reshef to abandon his concert at 
Wits, expressed his university’s 
“deep regret” and promised “ap-
propriate action” against those 
responsible. He also issued a public apology 
to the organisers.

The statement reads in part: “The Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand... deeply regrets 
that a concert held on its campus last night 
was disrupted by some members of the 
university community and representatives of 
external organisations. 

“The University is investigating this 
matter and will take the appropriate ac-
tion based on its policies, processes and 
procedures. 

“In light of this incident, the University of-
fers a public apology to the organisers of the 
event and all who attended the concert. The 
disruption of this event points to intolerance 

on the part of some members of 
the University community and 
goes against the core values 
espoused by the University. 

“The University reiterates that  
the views and opinions expressed by the 
Students’ Representative Council or any 
other student groups on campus, do not 
represent the official views of the University, 
nor are they necessarily an accurate reflec-
tion of the views of the majority of students, 
staff and alumni.

“Wits University is a leading institution 
on the African continent renowned for 
encouraging dialogue and debate on often 
diverse and conflicting views confronting 
society. It provides a platform for different 
constituencies to express their views and 
opinions through considered debate and 
intellectual engagement in the spirit of toler-
ance, respect and openness.”

Wits’ vice-chancellor apologises for 
student behaviour

‘The use of such terms, all by 
white people, reminds us far too 
much of our racist past in which 
black students and people were 
reduced to barbarians, thugs, 
cockroaches etc.’
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gation into the evening of March 12, 
and associated events.” It says the SRC 
should be provided the opportunity to 
contribute to the investigation’s terms 
of reference. The investigation should 
produce a report on what occurred on 
that Tuesday. They would like the fol-
lowing to be investigated:

- Incidents of racial profiling by or-
ganisers of the pro-Israeli event;

- Incidents of physical violence and 
assault against Wits students “by or-
ganisers of the pro-Israeli event”;

- External security being used by the 
organisers of the event “on our campus 
(in violation of Wits University prac-
tice and recommendations of the 2009 
Budlender Report)”;

- The response by the university’s 

management to student requests prior 
to the event as well as conduct of uni-
versity management to the actual pro-
test and cancellation of the event;

- Whether Wits was within its right 
to cancel the performance in the first 
place in line with the principles of the 
Israel boycott.

The release is signed by Tasneem 
Essop, Wits University SRC secretary-
general and Tokelo Nhlapo, the SRC 
deputy president.

The SRC quotes from an invitation 
published on Artslink.co.za, and writ-
ten by Cathy Pisanti on February 19, 
stating: “Wits Music and Wits Theatre 
gratefully acknowledge the generous fi-
nancial contribution of both the Israeli 

Wits Vice Chancellor & 
Principal, Professor Loyiso 
Nongxa

To page 7



Embassy and Tararam (the Israeli culture 
fund)”, for the recital, to establish an official 
Israel government link.

“Hence there is no dispute regarding the 
Israeli government’s involvement in the 
hosting of... Reshef... (in violation of the 
cultural boycott of Israel).”

It calls the recital “in clear violation of the 
international cultural boycott of Israel”.

The statement says “all Israeli cultural 
organisations are complicit and therefore 
boycott-able, unless there is evidence to the 
contrary. Yossi Reshef has not distanced 
himself from Israel’s occupation and apart-
heid policies. 

“For as long as the Israeli band, artist, 
cultural worker etc, does not distance them-
selves, we are forced to understand that 
[they..]. endorse, and possibly collude with 
the Israeli regime.

“This is similar to inviting a white South 
African group to London, say, in the 1980s 
(with or without the group getting apart-
heid South Africa government funding) and 
the group having never taken a public posi-
tion against apartheid. It would have been 
boycott-able then and is so now.”

It says that in 2005, Palestinians called for 
a boycott of Israel as a non-violent method 
to bring Israel in line with international law 
and respect basic human rights. “The Pales-
tinian boycott of Israel has been modelled 
on our successful boycott of apartheid SA, 
when we insisted that the rest of the world 
(not necessarily governments, but peace-
loving people together with artists, academ-
ics and others) boycott all forms of collabo-
ration with apartheid SA”.

It adds that in 2012, the Wits University 

Student Representative Council adopted a 
full academic and cultural boycott of Israel 
in line with the call from Palestinians for 
such a boycott.

“In line with last year’s Wits University 
SRC boycott of Israel resolution, on Febru-
ary 22, the... SRC formally communicated 
(well in advance) with one of the hosts of 
Yossi Reshef ’s concert, the Wits University 
Theatre, that the hosting of such a perfor-
mance was in violation of both the cultural 
boycott of Israel as well as the Wits Univer-
sity SRC’s support for and endorsement of 
the cultural boycott of Israel.”

It got no response from Professor Malcolm 
Nay of the Wits University Music Depart-
ment. The SRC also raised its concerns with 
the Wits University registrar but received no 
commitment, direction or clarification from 
this office or any other member of the Wits 
University management.

The treatment by management (not to en-
gage with the official student representative 
body), “is highly regrettable and the Wits 
SRC believes that the incidents of Tuesday, 
March 12, could have been avoided if there 
was proper engagement by... Management 

with students”.
The SRC maintains that the 2009 Budle-

ner Report confirms the university’s right to 
have turned down this event given the let-
ters of protests that were submitted by the 
SRC.

When inside the venue, according to the 
SRC, “students were dragged on the ground, 
pushed against walls and sexually assaulted 
by the Israeli concert-goers, their private se-
curity members as well as by one Wits Uni-
versity staff member”.

Inside the venue, the SRC says, students 
“proceeded with a non-violent protest (sing-
ing and chanting). At this point the guests 
of the Israeli concert felt that the event was 
disrupted and left the venue. The concert 
was subsequently cancelled. Students con-

tinued to sing and then dispersed peacefully.
“The... SRC stands firmly behind students 

who have insisted that there were no forms 
of violence or intimidation by students 
against concert-goers. Proof of such violence 
or intimidation should immediately be tak-
en to Wits University Campus Control and 
other relevant authorities, until such proof 
is provided, pro-Israeli supporters should 
refrain from making baseless allegations to 
the media and to other platforms.”

The Wits SRC objects to epithets la-
belled against them in reaction to the pro-
test. I can obviously only respond to my 
own words, strongly condemning the ac-
tions as sheer hooliganism. I still stand by 
every word I wrote on the issue. - Editor

12 – 19 April 2013 Opinion & Analysis SA JEWISH REPORT   7

Wanted: Alexis Preller, Cecil Skotnes, Nita Spilhaus, Eduardo Villa,
Errol Boyley, Parravano, Otto Klar, Vladimir Tretchikoff, Irma Stern,
Maggie Laubser, JH Pierneef, Gerard Sekoto, WH Coetzer, Cecil
Skotnes, Preller, Gregoire, Rose Innes, de Jongh, Battiss, Norman
Catherine, Adriaan Boshoff, Claerhout, Royal Doulton, Royal Albert,
Silver, Murano glass, Lalique, Furniture, Clocks, Figurines, Bronzes,
Susie Cooper, Display cabinets, Moorcroft, Clarice Cliff, Canteens
cutlery, Wedgewood, Pianos, Jewellery, Watches, Carpets, Cut glass,
Lenci, Goldscheider, Royal Winton.

want prices like these?
we want all your antiques, art, furniture & household goods

auctioneers

Corner Garden and Allan Roads, Bordeaux

www.rkauctioneers.co.za 083 675 8468 rka@global.co.za• •

Entries
wanted
for next
auction

Jacques Fuller,
Bronze and steel

SOLD R30 000

Lucky Sibaya, oil on carved and incised panel

SOLD R125 000

Georgian early 19thC

rosewood library table

SOLD R15 000

Jacob Pierneef,
Oil on card

SOLD R100 000

Johannes Meintjies,
Oil on board

SOLD R72 500

8ct gold wedding band with

diamond ring set in 18ct gold

SOLD R8 500

David Hockney,

SOLD

R25 000

Etching

Irmin Henkel,

SOLD R80 000

Oil on canvas

‘For as long as the Israeli band, 
artist, cultural worker etc, does 
not distance themselves, we are 
forced to understand that they... 
endorse, and possibly collude 
with the Israeli regime.’
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Pianist Yossi Reshef (left) being escorted from the disrupted recital by security.

From page 6
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AVIVA LIORA MOSES
GENEVA

It is not just what you say, but the plat-
form from whence you say it. And the 
higher the platform you occupy, the 
deeper the level of trust and responsi-
bility you hold. 

These were the sentiments of Dr 
Mukesh Kapila, former United Na-
tions Resident and Humanitarian Co-
ordinator for Sudan, that remained 
with me for my experience at the 
United Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil, where my eyes were opened to the 
internal workings of the UNHRC, to 
the bias adopted towards Israel. 

During March, I spent a week with 
24 young Jewish leaders from around 
Europe in Geneva as part of the Eu-
ropean Union of Jewish Students 
(EUJS) ambassadorial delegate to the 
UNHRC. 

The week’s seminars were dedi-
cated to underscoring the role of hu-
man rights in our current-day socie-
ty, the numerous violations of these 
rights worldwide, and the particular 
treatment of Israel by the UNHRC 
and the rebound effects that this 
Council’s actions have globally, spe-
cifically pertaining to the conversion 
of anti-Zionist rhetoric into anti-
Semitic action. 

I met a kaleidoscope of human 
rights representatives, from Dr Ka-
pila, champion for human rights, who 
brought the world’s attention to the 

crisis and genocide in Darfur, to Hil-
lel Neuer, executive director of UN 
Watch, who strives for equality for 
all countries represented within the 
UNHRC. 

He plays a key role in insisting on a 
legitimised position for Israel within 
a regional grouping in the Council, 
as well as an end to the biased posi-
tion held towards it by many member 
states.  

With further meetings arranged 
with representatives of the US, French 
and German missions, this was the 
key-point to be discussed: Was Is-
rael’s decision to withdraw from the 
UNHRC correct, and what kind of pro-
gression can we expect in the future? 

For one to understand this, one 
needs to contextualise Israel’s leav-
ing, which begins with the principal 
purpose for our week in Geneva: our 
attendance at the UNHRC for the dis-
cussion of the biased Agenda Item 7. 

This item proposed as the “Human 
Rights Situation in Palestine and Oth-
er Occupied Arab Territories”, is solely 
dedicated to the delegitimisation of 
the State of Israel, as well as an obses-
sion with exposing the mass human 
rights violations inflicted upon its Pal-
estinian brothers. 

It justifies the discussion of the fact-
finding missions (FFMs) to Israel, as 
well as allowing for the adoption of 
various anti-Israel resolutions by the 
member states to the Council.

For this reason, owing to constant 

condemnation, the Israeli foreign 
ministry decided to withdraw from 
the Council as it believed there was 
no point in being present only to be 
berated. 

However, its leaving poses another 
problem: When, or if, they decide to 
return, what kind of light are they go-
ing to be seen in? Would they be per-
ceived to be conceding to the criticism 
and pressure, or would it be a move in 
the right direction and a step towards 
trying to normalise their position in 
the Council?  

Given the fact that Israel is not al-
lowed to be included in any regional 
grouping, one cannot expect its pos-
sible reintegration in the near future. 
There has to be normalisation on 
both sides; one can go as far as to say 
that Israel’s exclusion from a regional 
grouping is a breach of the UN Char-
ter, where all countries are entitled to 
be treated equally. 

However, this is not a possibility 
where Israel is unable to participate 
owing to the bludgeoning of its politi-
cal arguments.

One cannot declare any single na-
tion which is at war, to be completely 
free of human rights violations. How-
ever, it is this Item 7 session that 
provides a public vituperation of the 
Israeli state. 

I was selected to talk on behalf of 
the European Union of Jewish Stu-
dents, representing the Jewish stu-
dent population of Europe; I called for 

an end to the one-sided condemna-
tion of the State of Israel, as well as for 
the search for common ground. 

Owing to the widespread ignorance 
regarding the difference between 
anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, it is 
most often seen as the same thing and 
therefore spurs actions such as the 
global “Apartheid Week”, which gath-
ers the support of people unaware of 
the situation in the Middle East. 

The UNHRC is the chief distorter of 
human rights principles. The primary 
champions against Israel were the 
greatest world human rights abusers, 
from Sri Lanka, to Syria, China, and 
Cuba. 

Included among these “human 
rights champions” was the Maldives, 
where ongoing violations are com-
monplace. We have only to consider 
the young girl who was sentenced to 
100 lashings as punishment for being 
raped by her stepfather. 

Going back to the words of Dr Ka-
pila: The platform of power that one 
occupies is only as powerful as the ac-
tions and words that stem from it. 

Furthermore, the product of the 
platform is a reflection of actions 
which are visible to the world. 

The UNHRC is the mirror within 
which the world gazes - directly or 
indirectly - through the media, which 
provides the fuel that generates global 
anti-Semitism. Until there is even-
handedness in that Council and chief 
human rights abusers are not con-
demning the State of Israel, the reflec-
tion that we receive will remain dis-
torted, and resolutions towards peace, 
democracy and justice will remained 
unfulfilled. 

 
•  Aviva Liora Moses is a South African 

Jewish student from Cape Town study-
ing for a double masters degree in Span-
ish and Internationalism in Stockholm, 
Sweden. She was recently selected to go 
as one of 20 ambassadors with the Eu-
ropean Union of Jewish Students to the 
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, 
to attend meetings with the HRC and 
workshops with various international 
human rights activists and world am-
bassadors. 

Mirror, mirror on the wall…
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STEVEN GRUZD

A media war is being waged daily in the Middle East, and, unfortunately, Israel 
loses more often than it wins; it does not have enough professional media sol-
diers, and they don’t fight well.

These were the forthright views of South African-born journalist Paula Slier, 
who has been based in Israel for the past eight years, covering the Middle East 
for the international television network 
Russia Today.

She was addressing a business breakfast 
at the offices of Sasfin Bank in Waverley 
last Friday, organised by the South Africa-
Israel Chamber of Commerce (SAICC), which 
promotes business and investment between 
the two countries.

Having reviewed the unravelling of the 
“Arab Spring” in Syria, Libya and Egypt, 
Slier asked why the media chose to focus on 
the tiny country of Israel. “Don’t be fooled 
- there is no such thing as objective journal-
ism. Everyone has an agenda and a particu-
lar angle on a story,” she said. 

Television, she added, was a cruel me-
dium, where a journalist had between two-
and-a-half and three-and-a-half minutes to 
convey a story. 

“Forget context, forget history,” she said. 
There was just no time in television news. 
Guests were reduced to a 15 or 20 second 
sound bite. The old newspaper adage of “if it 
bleeds, it leads” still applied, and soldiers in 
tanks would never make for a sympathetic 
story. 

Slier said that all news networks were 
downsizing, and journalists based in other 
countries were more sympathetic to Arab 
viewpoints. Many Israel-based foreign 
correspondents stayed in Ramallah in the 
West Bank, and were therefore constantly 
exposed to the Palestinian narrative. Also, 
journalists by their nature tended to be left 
wing, and saw the conflict through that 
prism. 

Given the inevitable media spotlight 
on Israel, the government - especially the 
Foreign Ministry and the Israeli Defence 
Forces - was just not receptive enough to the 
media. 

She asserted that Israel did not have 
enough good spokespeople who spoke flu-
ent English. “It matters on television,” she 
said. 

Too many Israeli spokespeople came over 
as arrogant, and saw latent anti-Semitism in 
foreign reporting, and felt that putting their 
side of the story was futile. She also noted 
that many negative stories about Israel were 
sourced from the left-wing daily newspaper 
Haaretz.

Slier explained how Arab countries such 
as Bahrain, Libya and Saudi Arabia invested 
millions in public relations, hiring compa-
nies to burnish their international image, 
especially to US audiences. 

She said the Israeli government said that 
it didn’t have the money and faced real 
existential threats. She acknowledged that 
Israel had begun to use social media more 
frequently, “but so is the other side”, she 
pointed out. 

But perhaps things are improving. Com-
paring the 2009 Gaza incursion to the eight-
day hostilities in 2012, Slier acknowledged 
that the IDF used Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube extensively and effectively, and 
that journalists were taken on daily tours of 
Sderot, where in 2009 they’d been kept away 
from the battlefields. “But damage is always 
more dramatic on the Palestinian side.”

Israel in the media: 
Slier sketches the 
reality on the ground

SAICC 
CEO Vicky 
Berrington 
with journalist 
Paula Slier.
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For just R65 you can give a tree to someone and be a part of the 
Forest of Giving. Your tree could set-o�  a chain of giving to roll 
back the desert and create a new South African forest in the Negev. 

Our target is to plant 65 000 trees in celebration of 
Israel’s 65th birthday. 

Give a tree today at www.forestofgiving.co.za

FOR
EST 
OF 
GIV
ING

SOUTH AFRICA

Set-o�  a chain of giving today 
www.forestofgiving.co.za
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King	  David	  High	  School	  Victory	  Park	  is	  an	  
Independent	  Jewish	  Day	  school	  from	  Grade	  8	  to	  Grade	  12.	  	  

The	  school	  invites	  applicants	  for	  the	  following	  position:	  
EDUCATIONAL	  PSYCHOLOGIST	  

(full-‐time	  post)	  

Working	   in	   the	   school’s	   Academic	   Support	   and	   Counselling	  
Department,	  the	  successful	  applicant	  will	  possess	  the	  following:	  
• A	  Masters	  in	  Educational	  Psychology	  
• Registration	  with	  the	  HPCSA	  
• Experience	  in	  working	  with	  adolescents	  (preferable	  in	  a	  school	  
setting)	  

• Ability	  to	  work	  in	  a	  multi-‐disciplinary	  team	  
• Counselling	  experience	  
• Experience	   in	   and	   passion	   for	   identifying	   students	   found	   to	  
require	   special	   education	   interventions	   and	  monitoring	   their	  
progress	  

• Knowledge	  of	  the	  IEB	  exam	  accommodation	  procedures	  
• Good	  administrative	  and	  creative	  problem-‐solving	  skills	  
• Character	  traits	  :	  confidentiality,	  empathy	  and	  compassion	  

A	  letter	  of	  application,	  Curriculum	  Vitae	  and	  contact	  
information	  with	  two	  referees	  should	  be	  emailed	  to	  :	  

buddg@sabje.co.za.	  

Closing	  date:	  Friday	  26	  April	  2013	  

The	  school	  reserves	  the	  right	  not	  to	  make	  an	  appointment.	  
Only	  shortlisted	  candidates	  will	  be	  interviewed.	  

KING	  DAVID	  HIGH	  SCHOOL	  VICTORY	  
PARK	  CAMPUS	  

(SA	  Board	  of	  Jewish	  Education)	  
	  

Disclaimer
The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be expressed. Opinions 
articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff or 
directors of the Jewish Report. 

Guidelines for letters
Letters up to 400 words get preference. Provide your full name, place of residence, and daytime contact phone 
number. We do not publish letters under noms de plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be 
edited or shortened. The Editor, PO Box 84650, Greenside, 2034  email: sharon@sajewishreport.co.za

A pity Dennis DAvis DiD not heeD ‘GAtekeeper’ Lessons

I always make a point of reading 
what Dennis Davis has to write. 
Agree with him or not, his argu-
ments are valid and informative. 

His latest piece on “Distance and 
perspective” raised some inter-
esting points about the Jewish 
community, diversity and continu-
ity. He correctly pointed out that 
seeing something from a different 
perspective could lead to better un-
derstanding and diversity. I would 
have hoped that Davis would have 
used this same yardstick when he 
saw “The Gatekeepers”. It is a truly 
fascinating documentary due to the 
revelations and dire warnings by 
former security officials. 

Yet, despite all its fanfare, the 
documentary had almost negligible 
influence in Israel where former 
security chiefs, past and present, 
are all renowned for their political 
aspirations, their political failings 
and most importantly their security 
blunders, Ami Ayalon being the best  

 
example of political aspirations and 
failings. 

Despite his security reputation, 
he handily lost the Labour prima-
ries and subsequently in the 2009 
elections lost his seat in the Knes-
set. Today he is a political washout 
still trying to justify his political  
failure to an electorate that has 
scorned him.  

Avi Dichter was the Shabak head 
who completely misread the securi-
ty situation prior to the outbreak of 
violence in 2000. The fact that a se-
curity chief of Dichter’s calibre was 
so caught up in the Oslo euphoria 
that he ignored all warnings about 
the imminent violent outbreaks, 
was completely brushed over in “the 
Gatekeepers” and so too by Davis.

Carmi Gillon who ultimately 
failed at protecting Yitzhak Rabin 
z”l, rather than admit his own se-
curity blunder that saw Rabin mur-
dered by a suspect on the Shabak 
watch list, prefers to as 

 
sign blame to a “religious right-
wing political climate”. 

Ironically enough, the present 
political climate has seen Yaakov 
Peri, another “Gatekeeper” elected 
to the Knesset, thanks in part and 
by his own admission, to his par-
ticipation in the documentary.

For all its ominous illusions 
and security revelations, “The 
Gatekeepers” has been applauded 
primarily by those on Zionism’s 
political left. 

Davis, to his credit, is firmly 
in that camp, and so his latest 
comments on a documentary that 
is produced by a politically left 
leaning director, interviewing 
figures on Zionism’s political left, 
focused on left leaning audiences, 
provided zero distance of perspec-
tive and therefore no diversity of 
opinion.

 
shaun sacks
Jerusalem

LAment for the DisAppeArAnce of sociAL Justice in isrAeL

I would like to register my disap-
pointment about the direction the 
nationalist rightwing Zionist parties 
in Israel have taken with regards to 
social justice.  

Benjamin Netanyahu, to his eternal 
shame, took a great party of the peo-
ple - the Likud - and turned it into the 
party of power and privilege.  

It is important to remember that 
the Herut/Likud movement in Israel 
before Netanyahu, always espoused 
the social policies of Ze’ev Jabotinsky 
who was a great believer in universal 
equality and individual liberty. 

His social programme was based on 
the principles of liberalism and social 
justice as outlined in the Bible.   

In his concern for the social order 
of the future Jewish state, he put the 
emphasis on the moral obligation of 
its founders to ensure that there be 
no hunger, no want nor deprivation.  

Jabotinsky expounded the idea 
of five “mems” starting with the 
letter m. They are mazon (food); 
maon (dwelling); malbush (clothing); 
marpeh (medical care); and moreh 
(education).  

He set forth these five basic needs  
as the basis for compassion and 
justice for all.  

Netanyahu chose to drop social 
conscience from his party’s pro-
gramme because of his doctrinaire 
Thatcherite libertarian dogma. His 
role model was Margaret Thatcher; to 
me she did more harm than good to 
Britain. 

She was an anti-working class 
tyrant who took milk away from 
malnourished children in schools, 
who violently broke up the legitimate 
strike by miners, even trashing the 
miners’ houses and who imposed a  
 

 
poll tax on those without any income.

A lot I don’t agree with Amos Oz, 
but what he said in 2002 was spot on, 
namely that our biggest problem is 
the disappearance of social solidarity. 
A gross egotism is developing here, 
that isn’t even ashamed of itself. 

Religious Zionism until recently 
had a great concern for social justice, 
but tragically moved away from it 
and now Naftali Bennett completely 
axed it from his party’s programme, 
causing Habayit haYehudi to follow 
Likud in becoming yet another party 
of wealth and privilege. 

Bennett even lashed out at other 
parties for not opposing the dock-
workers’ strike at Ashdod.  

Now only Labour, led by Shelly 
Yacimovitch and the haredi parties, 
Shas and United Torah Judaism, 
care about social justice and social 
cohesion. Israel has sunk far from 
the 1960s and ‘70s when not a single 
Israeli child (Jewish, Arab, Christian 
or Druze) went hungry or without 
shoes. 

Now Israel has the biggest gap be-
tween rich and poor of any developed 
country. Israel cannot be successful in 
the war against her enemies without 
social cohesion.

Why can’t there be a single political 
party in Israel that is patriotic and 
Zionist, tough on security and foreign 
affairs, while being geared towards 
support of Israel’s working classes and 
poor?

Where has classless pro-working 
class Zionism gone? Social respon-
sibility and support for the working 
classes and Zionism are not mutually 
exclusive.

 
Gary selikow, Johannesburg

is isrAeLi Government shyinG 
AwAy from A referenDum on 
reAchinG A settLement?

In the column by Mr Justice Dennis 
Davis, “Distance lends perspective to 
one’s Jewish view” (SAJR April 5), he 
draws attention to the comments of 
the previous heads of Shin Bet and 
states that “to enter a dialogue with 
a sustained critique of current Israeli 
politics as it pertains to any settle-
ment with the Palestinians.” One 
former Shin Bet leader warns of an 
attempted assassination of a leader in 
the future.

It appears to me that the present 
(or past) Israeli government is shying 
away from a referendum to indicate a 
will by the majority of Israelis to reach 
a settlement.  

According to the statement by the 
particular former Shin Bet leader 
regarding assassinations, any leader 
might be too fearful to try and reach 
a settlement. This applies equally to 
a leader of Israel or a leader of the 
Palestinians.

Then, of course, there is the problem 
of who gets Jerusalem, and the return 
of the 1948 Palestinian refugees, both 
of which are non-negotiable to most 
Israelis.

Hamas is in favour of a one-state 
solution.  It takes the long-term view 
that in a few generations’ time, Pales-
tinians will outnumber the Jews in a 
single state.

John Brenner
Johannesburg

miDeAst peAce? more chAnce of winninG the Lotto

Certainly, one can only agree with Dennis Davis, President Barack Obama and 
participants in the “Gatekeepers” (documentary), that Israel should try even 
harder to secure peace with her neighbours.

(I refer to Davis’ column in the Jewish Report of April 5, headed “Distance 
lends perspective to one’s Jewish view”).

Okay, good idea. Apparently all that now remains is to persuade Hamas, 
Fatah, Hezbollah and Iran, to accept Israel’s existence as a “Jewish” state in the 
Middle East.

Unfortunately, against the background of the extremely volatile situation in 
the region, I imagine that there is more chance of my winning next week’s lotto 
(estimated at 14 million to 1) than of Dennis Davis’ dream coming true in the 
foreseeable future. 

And, until then, Israel will pursue peace while remaining strong and vigilant 
in protection of the ancient Jewish homeland.

 
David Abel
co-chairman 
support Association for Zionism   

shALom BAyit wAsn’t stArteD By ZuckermAn AnD 
woLDer

Irene Zuckerman and Ray Wolder, of the Union of Jewish Women, 
point out that in the article “The scourge which is talked about in a 
hushed voice”, which appeared in Jewish Report of March 22, it is 
stated that the two started a branch of Shalom Bayit.  

This is incorrect. Shalom Bayit is an initiative of the Co-ordinating 
Council of National Jewish Women’s Organisations. It was estab-
lished as a subdivision of the above Council and each participating 
organisation has at least one representative sitting on this commit-
tee.  Shalom Bayit came about as a result of “rumours” of domestic 
violence and women abuse in the Jewish community. 
Over many years it has organised seminars and panel discussions 
with prominent speakers which are attended by many women.
“In so doing we have opened up this taboo subject and brought it 
into the public domain.”

We regret the error.

incompLete e-mAiL ADDress for in-
formAtion neeDeD on schLoss (or 
cAstLe) fAmiLy

In last week’s paper we carried a request by 
Ninon Schloss from Denmark, who is search-
ing for information about her family in South 
Africa. Unfortunately incomplete contact de-
tails were given. The correct address is: Ninon 
Schloss, Møllergyden 5, 5683 Hårby, Denmark 
or ninon@schloss.dk

Read the South African  
Jewish Report online

www.sajewishreport.co.za
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EMMA PORTER, GRADE 10

King David Linksfield High School had an enlightening but 
sombre Yom Hashoah assembly on Monday morning, with 
the main theme the importance of remembrance of the 
dark time in our Jewish heritage - the Holocaust.

We were grateful for the readings from learners, describ-
ing the unbelievable horrors Jews in the Shoah faced and 
the tragic fate of the 1,5 million children who died.

A video was also screened, showing us the siren that 
sounds throughout Israel that literally stops traffic, and 
forces all the citizens to recall and respect those who were 
killed in the Holocaust. The video gave examples of what 
exactly we should be remembering, as well as pictures of 
concentration camps and other infamous sights associated 
with that time.

The highlight was definitely our guest speaker, Don 
Krausz, a Holocaust survivor, who spoke briefly of his har-
rowing experience as a 12-year-old being shipped to several 
concentration camps and a death march.

The lesson he conveyed to us, was that the youth needed 
to help carry on the memory of the Holocaust. He told us 
how important it was for our generation to ask questions 
and be properly informed about the Shoah, and we were 
honoured to have his wise words and lessons.

A big thank you to all who participated in this assembly 
and to Lindsey Katz for singing Eli Eli and Hatikva.

Photo: Tali Michaels

Yom Hashoah at KDHL - 
enlightening and sombre

Guest speaker Don Krausz; Nicky Pantanowitz; and Alexa Tooch.

YC learners all the wiser after model-UN session

OWN CORRESPONDENT

Four Yeshiva College matric learners participated in Yeshiva 
University’s 23rd “YUNMUN”, (Yeshiva University National 
Model United Nations) in New York City. With the aim of “tik-
kun olam” (correcting the world), learners mimic the real UN - 
tackling the hottest topics.

Yeshiva College learners, for instance, sat on the committees 
of counter-terrorism, the International Criminal Court, the 
Office of Drugs and Crime and the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation, of the United Nations.

They debated these topics from the viewpoints of countries 
from all over the world and trying to reach agreements by debate 
and democratic vote. 

“I wanted the opportunity to participate in an internationally 
recognised event and to broaden my view of the world and at the 
same time representing my school and home country. 

“I learned so much about the structure of the actual UN and 

countries I didn’t even know existed. Most importantly, though, 
I learned that wherever you go in the world, people will always 
love the South African accent,” said Gila Glazerson

“The debates were challenging. Each learner represented a 
different country and we were expected to debate vital issues 
and how to combat them through the eyes of that country, often 
going against one’s personal beliefs. 

“However, you learn how to put the small issues aside to 
achieve a greater goal, and also how to work with others as a 
team, even if they have very different outlooks to your own’” 
said Ben Feldman. 

“A great challenge was grasping all the formalities and jargon 
used by the UN and being able to apply this in all the sessions,” 
added Yaffa Abadi. 

“Second time round, I’d probably do a whole lot more research 
on my topic so that I’d be better equipped for the debates. Also, 
I’d pack less clothing - there really is something to be said for 
travelling light!” 

Photo: Rabbi Ilan Raanan

Four learners from Yeshiva College participated in the model-United Nations in New York.
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Show: “The Epicene Butcher and 
Other Stories for Consenting 
Adults”, Barney Simon Theatre, 
Market Theatre, Newtown  
(011) 832-1641
Until: April 21

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

Armed with an unapologetically ru-
dimentary set, complete with tacky 
Japanese commercial kitsch and a 
stage within a stage on a wooden 
clothes horse, Jemma Kahn demon-
strates almost magical skill that will 
hold you, focus you and touch you, 
like few shows can.

The Epicene Butcher is a little 
show with a history that stretches 
all the way to 12th century Bud-

dhist Japan, and comprises seven 
stories told with strict adherence to 
the kamishibai technique of travel-
ling storytelling. 

It is in this context that Kahn 
coalesces her theatre and fine art 
skills, but also her collaborative 
talents. 

The tales told with sequential 
drawings on card, inserted one be-
hind the next in the wooden screen, 
created by Kahn as well as Carlos 
Amato and other artists, embrace 
a diversity of genre, from porno-
graphy to complex mythology to a 
melding of iconic references from 
the Mario Brothers computer game 
to Shakespeare to Mandela. 

The process is almost like a primi-
tive form of film. There’s a silent 

tale called Fukushimo which tells of 
tsunamis and loss, sadness and joy 
without the need for a single word; 
all is embraced by drawings so fresh 
in their wit and acuity, the mere 
hour of the show will feel deeper.

But the magic that binds this 
show and brings it from the edges 
of theatre-making and into the 
mainstream, is the relationship 
between word, image and perfor-
mance. 

Klara van Wyk plays “Chalk Girl”, 
the facilitating character, tradition-
ally not allowed to speak; within her 
parameters of performance in these 
rules, she gives the show a little ex-
tra pizzazz without making it silly. 

Kahn crowns the work. Her 
diction is delicious and combined 
with the magnificent and carefully 
chosen words that comprise the 
stories, she injects fire and heart 
into everything she touches. Taking 
you from raucous hilarity to gasped-
back tears, Kahn makes you remem-
ber what a stage play is supposed to 
do: tell a story.

The eponymous tale is resonant 
with the troubling moral premises 
infiltrating the similarly framed 
narrative fuelling Peter Greena-
way’s controversial film “The Cook, 
the Thief, his Wife and her Lover” 
(1989), it’s a tale of love and sacri-
fice, of horror and power, of meat 

and taboo, woven niftily together 
and stripped of anything extraneous. 

The thrill of as ostensibly primi-
tive a theatre technique as kam-
ishibai is not only that it is so old 
it’s new, and so poor of artifice it’s 
rich with possibility, it’s also that its 
simplicity is so potent, it lends itself 
to immense complexity. The stories, 
written by Gwydion Beynon are 
exactly right for this medium. 

They play with the traditions and 
turn them sideways and inside out, 
intellectually and morally, but do 
not ruin them by trivialising them. 
This one hour at the theatre will 
leave you feeling utterly charmed 
and completely lucky to be alive.

A symbiotic 
relationship 
between word, 
image and 
performance

Photo by Ruphin Coudyzer

Show: “Jersey Boys” 
Venues: Teatro, Montecasino, Four-
ways, until May 26. Artscape, Cape 
Town, from June 19 - July 14

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. Un-
less you were a fan in the early 1960s, you 
might be forgiven for not remembering 
them. The group existed as such for five 
years. But the original four who got to-
gether to harmonise under a lamppost in 
Newark, New Jersey, created some of the 
most loved popular music standards our 
world knows; songs that tower like giants 
over their origins. 

This is the pivot upon which this su-
premely slick show turns.

Hear the titles of “Sherry”; “Big girls 
don’t cry”; “Walk like a man”, “Oh, what a 
night”; and in your mind’s ear or on your 
lips are the first words or bars of these 
enduring songs which have slipped into 
universal Western consciousness. 

“Can’t take my eyes off you” is a classic 
wedding standard, Valli’s first hit as a so-
loist in 1967. Valli’s distinctive vocal range 
from falsetto down an octave or three, 
was quite unique; Grant Almirall’s ability 
to evoke it is beautiful and resonant.

The musical tells the rags-to-riches sto-
ry of the rise and fall of this band, against 
a backdrop of poverty and crime. It’s a 
predictable tale. And while the narrative 
bits tend to have a grapeshot effect and 
are stunted by not enough contextual ref-
erences, the audience breathlessly awaits 
the songs that will get them whooping 
with delight at the first bars. And it does. 

The whole auditorium explodes - as the 
world did, when “Sherry” first emerged 
on the popular song front in 1962, the 
Four Seasons’ first charted hit, but also 
their first number one song. 

While the character renditions and mu-
sic are absolutely spot on in acuity and in-
terpretation, under the able handling of 
Bryan Schimmel, musical supervisor for 
the show in South Africa, kudos must go 

to Howell Binkley who designed the light-
ing, and production designer Michael 
Clark. 

There are just so many things one can 
do with staging and lighting a produc-
tion on a large stage that features a cast 
of four men in grey suits, in the quest to 
make it aesthetically sexy. And the result 
is entrancing. 

In one scene in which Valli acknowl-
edges that the phrase “this too will pass” 
applies to the good stuff in life as well 
as the bad, he stands alone onstage, a 
telephone linking him to bad news. He 
is lit gently with two spotlights, but the 
enormous cavity of the stage is framed by 
a flat projection of Venetian yellow light. 
Not too harsh, not too subtle. The effect 
is breathtaking.

Fuelled with Roy Lichtenstein-evoc-
ative images, Jersey Boys lends itself to 
pop art triggers of its day. In its largeness 
and shiny fluency, it rises to its own hype, 
leaving you with song in your heart, on 
your lips and the sway of your hips.

The Four Seasons: Bob Gaudio (Kenneth Meyer); Tommy De Vito (Daniel Buys); Franki Valli (Grant Almirall); and Nick Massi 
(Emmanuel Castis), Singing “Sherry”. 

Timeless music leaves you with a song in your heart
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g Arts Briefs

Looking for a catalogue on Emmanuel 
Mané-Katz
Johannesburg-based art researcher Nicholas Geddes has for over a 
decade been working on establishing the authorship of a painting 
he bought at an auction. He believes the painting to be a genuine 
work of the minor Expressionist Emanuel Mané-Katz (1894 - 
1962) who was born in the Ukraine and died in Israel. There is 
a museum in Haifa dedicated to the life and work of this artist. 
Geddes is urgently seeking to borrow an out-of-print catalogue 
raisonné of Mane-Katz written by Robert Aries and published in 
the early 1970s. Geddes may be contacted on 074-194-8 662 or 
nickygeddes@telkomsa.net 

Landscape painting by Chagall to be 
auctioned in South Africa
According to head of painting at auctioneer Stephan Welz & 
Co, Imre Lamprecht, the work of major 20th century Jewish 
modernist Marc Chagall, has never yet been auctioned in SA. 
On April 23 and 24, valued at R2,2 - R2,5 million, “Joie de Vivre 
Paysage de Vence avec des Fleurs” (1958), a blue landscape 
painting by Chagall, will be open to live and online bidding. Owned 
by one family who bought it from a Paris gallery, the gouache 
painting on paper will be auctioned by ATG Media SA. Contact 
(011) 880-3125 or jhb@stephanwelzandco.co.za. The auction 
catalogue is available for view at www.stephanwelzandco.co.za

‘The Spinster’ opens in Cape Town 
this week at Alexander Bar
Written and performed by Kyla Davis and directed by James 
Cairns, “The Spinster”, a brand new piece of physical theatre, 
which recently debuted in a short season at POP Art in central 
Johannesburg, opens this week at the Alexander Bar in Cape 
Town. Drawing inspiration from the political satire of Franca 
Rame, Le Coq’s Buffoon and female archetypes, the play is bound 
to rattle cages. Founder of the Well Worn Theatre Company in 
2008, Davis, a physical theatre expert, is focused on creating new, 
stimulating eco-friendly theatre with edge, relevance and value. 
Contact (021) 300-1652. The season ends on April 17.

Jemma Kahn narrating a stormy moment at sea in the Epicene Butcher.
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

You could have heard a pin drop as a group 
of Herzlia High learners listened intently to 
84-year-old refugee from Nazi Germany, Sonja 
Keschner recount her story at the first Lim-
mud event to be held at the school. 

Keschner’s was one of over 40 sessions on 
offer in what was a collaboration between 
Limmud, Herzlia, the Cape Town Holocaust 
Centre, the Israel Centre and the Jacob Gitlin 
Library, that formed part of the school’s Yom 
Hashoah commemoration. 

Keschner, who was nine years old when she 
was forced to flee the country of her birth, 
remembered her schoolteacher targeting her 
- the only Jewish child at her school - “all the 
time. However many years go past, you never 
forget it.” 

She recalled the others being told to draw a 
Christmas tree, but “you can’t, because you’re 
a Jew,” Fraulein Meier had barked. 

Having secured visas for Uruguay, the family 
fled there in 1938. She had to learn Spanish 
and had lost a year of schooling.

At the age of 14, her father apprenticed her 
to a dressmaker - “I hated every stitch” - as he 
had noted that tradespeople were able to earn 
a living, whereas “doctors and lawyers (among 
the refugees) were delivering milk”.  

Her mother opened a shop selling ladies 
underwear, with which she assisted, as all the 
refugee children helped their parents. “So 
many of us were in the same boat and as I got 
older, I understood my father’s reason for not 

letting me go on studying,” she said.
After attending an English language school, 

Keschner, who is a guide at the Cape Town 
Holocaust Centre (CTHC), became a ground 
hostess for Dutch Airline KLM and later an 
air hostess on the South American run, as she 
could speak Spanish.

Reminiscing on the wonderful family times 
they enjoyed in Germany before the Nazis 
came to power, she said: “It was all gone, but 
we consider ourselves very lucky that we got 
away. Our experience was nothing compared to 
the people who died in the camps, but it split 
up families, we lost contact and I’m very, very 
sorry about that.”

Keschner met her husband when he was 
visiting family in South America and came to 
this country in 1956.

“When I hear of xenophobia and foreigners 
being attacked, it kills me,” she commented. 

“Don’t people think they would much 
rather be back in their own country, with their 
friends, families and language, but they have 
come here to keep alive?”   

Saul Kaplan, head of Jewish Life and Learn-

ing at the United Herzlia Schools, said the 
learners were “mind-boggled” by the choice on 
offer. He described the Limmud educational 
model as “brilliant for the future, because 
when learners sign up for what they want, they 
take ownership of that learning.

“When it comes to Holocaust education, 
many learners feel they’ve heard this so many 
times, there’s nothing new they can learn 
- there’s a large disconnect. The goal of the 
programme was to connect them to many 
approaches to the Holocaust through song, 
dance, music and lectures and every learner 
chose the style that was most appropriate for 
them.”

Director of the CTHC, Richard Freedman, 
regards the Limmud format for Holocaust 
commemoration “wonderful for this particular 
age group. It’s appropriate - they have a way of 
entering into the discussion which is on their 
own terms.

“It’s not being imposed on them - it gives 
that freedom of choice. They get different 
voices, different opinions, an opportunity to 
engage, to bring their own thought into the 
environment - nothing could be better than 
that.”

Limmud SA co-founder Viv Anstey, whose 
brainchild the event was, said it was bring-
ing a community of passionate educators into 
the school. “We hope to make it an annual 
occurrence and to take the same model and 
use it on other occasions like Pesach or Yom 
Ha’atzmaut.

“It’s a rich resource for the school to use in 
the future.”

Herzlia’s Limmud format to 
commemorate Shoah, a huge success

World News in Brief

Study: Global anti-
Semitism up by 30 
per cent in 2012
TEL AVIV - On the eve of 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
a study revealed global anti-
Semitism was up by 30 per cent in 
2012, Israel Hayom reported.  

The study, conducted by Tel Aviv 
University’s Kantor Center for the 
Study of Contemporary European 
Jewry, said that in the past year 
there was “an alarming rise in the 
number of terrorist attacks and 
attempted attacks against Jewish 
targets worldwide.”

The study reported 686 anti-
Semitic incidents in 2012, 
compared to 526 incidents in 2011. 
Of the attacks in 2012, 273 were 
physical assaults against Jews.

The largest rise in attacks 
occurred in economically troubled 
Europe. However, the US, Canada 
and Australia also saw a rise in 
attacks. 

Many groups involved in attacks 
against Jews were associated with 
far-right parties or radical Islamist 
groups, both of which are growing 
in Europe. 

“This situation in some countries 
in Europe - mostly Greece and 
Hungary - has got so perilous 
that Jews are afraid to walk down 
the street,” Aryeh Zuckerman, a 
consultant with the Kantor Centre, 
told Israel Hayom. (JNS.org)

‘Our experience was nothing compared 
to the people who died in the camps, but 
it split up families, we lost contact and 
I’m very, very sorry about that.’
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Holocaust survivor Rena Quint – 
inspiration to all South Africans

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Over the past week, 
Yom Hashoah 
ceremonies were held 
under the auspices 
of the Board in all 
the main Jewish 
population centres. 

In addition, and 
possibly for the 
first time ever, a 
ceremony was held 
in Grahamstown as 
part of a visit by a 
delegation from the 
Board, SAZF and SAUJS 
to meet with the staff 
and students of Rhodes 
University and other 
members of the local 

community.
This year’s keynote speaker, Rena Quint, 

spoke at the Johannesburg and Durban 
ceremonies and afterwards addressed the 
community in Cape Town. Like all Holocaust 
survivors, the story she had to tell was a 
harrowing one. That being said, it was deeply 
inspiring to hear how despite this, she was 
able to go on to build a successful, fulfilling 
life for herself, including raising a family of 
committed, involved Jews. 

As she observed, it was this continuation 
of a vibrant Jewish life, particularly in Israel 
where she now lives, that demonstrates how 
the Nazis ultimately failed in their efforts to 
destroy the Jewish people. 

Rena’s message should resonate with 
all people who have undergone traumatic 
experiences as a result of persecution 
and injustice. Indeed, as a result of being 
interviewed on Radio SAfm, she was even 

invited to speak to women prisoners on behalf 
of the Department of Correctional Services. 

By her example, she is able to show that no 
matter how low we fall, or are made to fall by 
others, we have the capacity to pick ourselves 
up afterwards and rise to undreamed of 
heights. 

While we must never forget the past, 
we should not allow it to engender a sense 
of hopelessness. Rather, we must use the 
lessons learned to build something positive, 
be it working towards creating a more just 
and compassionate society, rebuilding what 
has been destroyed or simply in the way one 
interacts with other people. 

‘Labelling controversy’ finally laid to rest
Shortly before going to print, we were 
delighted to learn that the long-running 
“labelling controversy” had been brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion.  

The final decision by the Cabinet regarding 
how products from Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank should be identified, is very 
much in line with what the Board and SAZF 
regarded as satisfactory.

The labelling is neutral and descriptive and 
not politically motivated, which is all that we 
wanted. In our media release we thank the 
Office of the Presidency, Cabinet and Minister 
of Trade and Industry Rob Davies, for hearing 
and taking into account out concerns when 
finalising the new regulations.  

The outcome of the months of deliberation 
over this issue has been a sensible one that 
addressed the requirement that the places 
of origin of imported products be accurately 
identified without the addition of politically-
motivated aspects that cause division within 
the South African population.  

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone enjoys a good 
story, but they’re not 
much fun when they’re 
filled with pain and 
suffering.

Almost daily a new 
heart-breaking story 
crosses my desk involv-
ing some communal 
sadness and sorrow. 
These situations are 
challenging, often 
requiring more wisdom 
than we humans have, 
and there are seldom 
simple solutions.   

Respecting the 
privacy and (often op-
posing) perspectives of 
those involved, we sum-
mon all our resources 

to examine the complexities from every angle. 
Then we do our very best to help.

I want to share just one story with you.   
Once upon a time the parents of three 

children were involved in a serious car acci-
dent. The father was left a paraplegic and his 
wife suffered severe emotional trauma and 
depression. Neither was able to work.

It’s our policy to try to solicit support from 
family members, but in this case, as in many 
others, no-one could assist. Maintaining 
their medical aid was a priority. 

Then a holistic approach was applied, 
involving our financial services, healthcare 
professionals and social workers who teamed 
up to assess the family’s living arrangements 
and determine how best to meet their needs.  

As it happened, the most practical and 
affordable option was to pay their bond so 
they could continue living in their home 
with domestic help. We also facilitated dis-
ability grants which helped toward food and 
clothing.

Counselling and home visits were routine-
ly provided and arrangements were made 
to enable the children to continue in their 
schools.  

But life evolves and with the passage 
of time it became clear that the children 
required closer supervision.  

The oldest son had matriculated and our 
student support services financed his ter-
tiary studies. The two younger ones became 
part of Arcadia’s after school programme, 
where homework and play is supervised. The 
situation is being carefully monitored and 
if it becomes necessary, they will move into 
Arcadia.  

Sadly, dad has passed away. West Park took 
care of all arrangements and covered the 
burial costs.

We have finally managed to persuade mom 
to join our protected employment programme 
which will bolster her self-esteem and provide 
her with a productive element to her day.

This story is far from over, but it is our 
hope that we can provide the children with 
emotional and educational support that will 
enable them, in time, to emerge confident, 
productive members of our community.

Certainly this storyteller prefers happy 
endings.   

May our partnership continue to thrive!
Feel free to contact me on feedback@

thechev.org.za

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO

Once upon a time...

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

 01 - 08 June 2012

Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society 
is re-launched
OWN CORRESPONDENT
 
� e Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society(JJGS) which 
died a quiet death some years ago, 
has been resurrected as the Jewish 
Genealogical Society South Africa.

� e JGSSA is a�  liated to the 
International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS),the 
umbrella body of over 80 societies 
around the world. A call is going out 
for all interested in the history of the 
Jews of SA and the story of their own 
families in Europe and South Africa, 
to become involved. 

� e JGSSA is hosting a public 
meeting at the HOD Centre, 58 
Oaklands Road, Orchards, on March 
10 at 19:30. At this meeting Lionel 
Slier will give a talk about “� e 
Rescue of Jewish Orphans from the 
Horrors of War-torn Eastern Europe 
in 1921, taken to South Africa”. 

genealogysa@gmail.com
082-423-05560.     
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On 7 Adar - Zayin 
Adar - as has become 
traditional on this, 
the yahrtzeit of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the 
Chevrah Kadisha in 
Johannesburg held 
a special function to 
honour those who 
have in various ca-
pacities volunteered 
their services to the 
organisation. 

Our national direc-
tor, Wendy Kahn, 
represented the 
Board at the event, 
and attests to how 
inspiring it was to yet 

again be shown how much members of our 
community are contributing to the greater 
communal good. 

Singled out for special tribute at this 
function was Steven Adler, with whom the 

Board has worked closely on matters of 
common interest on a number of occasions 
in the past. 

� e largely unsung heroes and heroines 
who render such dedicated and honourable 
service in the sphere of Jewish welfare, have 
their counterparts in all spheres of Jewish 
communal activity. 

� rough my involvement with the Dur-
ban Holocaust Centre, I am especially aware 
of how much our volunteer guides contrib-
ute. Taking visiting groups - in the main 
school learners - through displays, requires 
both a sound knowledge of the historical 
background and an ability to convey with 
appropriate insight and sensitivity the 
deeper lessons that those sombre events 
encapsulate for ours and future generations. 

� us, our guides devote considerable ad-
ditional time to research and educational 
training, motivated not by any expectation 
of � nancial or other reward but out of a pas-
sionate desire to add value in a worthy cause.

� is essentially sel� ess devotion to mak-

ing a contribution removed from any desire 
of personal gain, is characteristic of all 
forms of voluntary communal service.

Events like Zayin Adar are important 
because they recognise and honour those 
who dedicate so much time and e� ort to the 
community. 

Volunteers may not do what they do be-
cause they crave recognition, but this does 
not mean that their e� orts should be taken 
for granted and never acknowledged. 

Such public recognition, in addition to 
showing the necessary “Hakarat Hatov” (lit-
erally, “recognising the good”) and helping 
motivate them to continue their good work, 
also plays a part in inspiring others to come 
on board. 

Periodically patting ourselves on the back 
does not mean we can a� ord to become 
complacent. Times remain di�  cult and the 
needs both of our own community and the 
wider society are only growing. 

� e proud tradition our community has 
of contributing both to Jewish and general 

causes, can certainly inspire us, but ensur-
ing that it is maintained is a challenge for 
every new generation. 

� e real reward of serving the community 
ultimately lies in the emotional satisfaction 
and enhanced sense of self-worth that one 
receives through going beyond the bounda-
ries of one’s own personal needs to be of 
assistance to others. Our Jewish tradition 
stresses that the key to attaining happiness 
and ful� lment is through giving, in what-
ever form this might take. Put another way, 
and paradoxical as it sounds, giving is in 
reality the most rewarding form of taking, 
without anyone being at all diminished 
thereby, but quite the contrary.

I believe that the remarkable success of 
the South African Jewish community has 
been that so many of its members have 
taken this lesson to heart. 

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board 
Talk on 101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 
- 13:00. 

Giving is the most rewarding form of taking
 A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

 Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Everyone’s been boasting 
about the 2012 matric 
results and there’s cer-
tainly a lot to boast about 
- mazaltov to learners, 
parents and schools!    

� e 15 matric students 
for whom the Chev pro-
vided � nancial and coun-
selling services, all passed 
with excellent results 
- several with multiple 
distinctions. Our pledge 
of con� dentiality prevents 
me from saying more than 
that some achieved this 
under the most horri� c 
circumstances and that we 
are thrilled to have been 
able to help.  

Our numbers could have 
been bigger, but there were no matric students at 
Arcadia last year 

You may be wondering why I am boasting 
about matric results when that’s the domain of 
schools. And it’s a good question. But the issue 
of who is responsible for ensuring that our youth 
receive a Jewish education has become increas-
ingly murky. Maybe we should talk about it?

� e cost of private education in Jewish day 
schools is prohibitive and frankly, unsustainable.  

� e Chev’s Student Support Services has an 
agreement with these schools through which 
we subsidise families in need of help but only 
to a degree. � e bulk of the subsidy rests with 
the schools themselves. � at, we believe, is as it 
should be.  

Primary responsibility for education in Jewish 
day schools remains the obligation of the Jew-
ish educational system. But schools are � nding 
themselves under pressure and are hard-pressed 
and sometimes disinclined to maintain these 
subsidies, particularly for students who don’t 
reward with good behaviour and good results.

Unlike welfare, education is not the Chev’s 
area of expertise. Education becomes a welfare 

concern for us when families cannot a� ord the 
costs of remedial and special needs schooling 
(R3,5m paid out in 2012) and tertiary education 
(R1,7m).  

We pay full fees if there’s no alternative, or 
when there’s no Jewish partner to share the bur-
den with. Even when there are Jewish partners, 
we still come to the party for each child, every 
month, to o� er some relief to the Jewish day 
schools (R2m).

If it’s still unsustainable, and Jewish children 
are being turned away, that’s a sign that the sys-
tem needs revision. (Home schooling and online 
classrooms are gaining popularity worldwide.)   

As a community we need to put our heads 
together, think out of the box and come up with 
a solution we can all live with, and one that our 
children can thrive on.

� en the Chev can concentrate on providing 
food, shelter and healthcare to the community.   

Please feel free to communicate with me on 
feedback@thechev.org.za

  Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sie� 
Group CEO

Subsidising Jewish education: when and how
 A column of the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the WIZO South Africa

As the newly-elected president of WIZO SA I 
look forward to sharing my thoughts and aspira-
tions for our movement in 2013. � e leadership 
of WIZO SA attended the WIZO MOR (Meeting 
of Representatives) in Israel in January and were 
proudly acknowledged for our quick response to 
the Pillars of Defence Emergency Appeal last year. 

� e spontaneous and generous donations of our 
chaverot to this fund will provide psychological 
counselling programmes, dealing with post-trau-
matic stress for our children, youth, sta�  and their 
families in the day-care centres, schools and WIZO 
youth clubs, a� ected by the bombing. 

In addition, in those areas where WIZO facilities 
are at high risk, allocations are being made to se-
cure and upgrade the bomb shelters. � e concern 
and support of our chaverot for Israel’s human 
needs, are greatly appreciated by World WIZO. 

We thank you for caring and for making the 
di� erence and as each facility is secured with the 
necessary structures, we will keep you informed. 

Each year the attendees at the MOR are exposed to a 
battery of facts and � gures and highly-rated opinions on 
subjects of interest as part of a global movement to improve 
the status of women in every sphere of their lives in Israel.

From the spiralling cost of living to honour killings; from 

child abuse to preparing women for roles in com-
merce and politics; from breaking the glass ceiling 
in the IDF to nurturing the heritage of women 
from distant lands... we heard it all. 

We listened to personal stories and met the 
people who counsel and o� er constructive path-
ways through seemingly impossible situations. 
We met teenage girls who have found refuge in 
one of WIZO’s shelters and who have given up a 
life of crime and violence on the streets in order 
to become productive members of society... and 
we bought their beautiful hand-crafted jewellery 
which they now proudly sell.

Attending the MOR is like coming home, so 
many familiar faces, topics to discuss, interchange 
of ideas on fundraising and activities and solu-
tions to problems facing the WIZO federations. 

� e enthusiasm is tangible but the magnet that 
brings us together is our desire to help and we 
invite you to join us and become part of some-
thing so much bigger and more rewarding than 

just ourselves.  So, become a member, join a group, attend 
a meeting of like-minded people, get involved in an event, 
enjoy the camaraderie and make friends.

Become a WIZO woman and change your life and that of 
women in need in Israel.

Attending MOR is like coming home
 A column of WIZO South Africa

WIZO 
South Africa

Tamar Lazarus
President
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Former British PM 
Margaret Thatcher, 
‘staunch friend of Israel’ 
JERUSALEM - Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, who died on 
Monday, was a staunch supporter of Israel 
but had a rocky relationship with Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin.

Thatcher died after suffering a stroke, at 
the age of 87. She suffered from dementia 
at the end of her life, which was dramatised 
in the 2011 movie “The Iron Lady.” 

The only female to serve as prime 
minister of Britain, she also was the 
longest continuously serving prime 
minister in the 20th century, leading the 
country and her Conservative Party 11 
years, from 1979 to 1990. 

She called Begin, who served two terms 
in the 1980s,  the “most difficult” man 
she had to deal with, according to the 
Chronicle. She also strongly opposed 
Israel’s bombing of Iraq’s Osirak nuclear 
reactor.

She believed that the Arab-Israel conflict 
was at the centre of the Western world’s 
difficulties in the Middle East, pressing 
Israeli leaders to make peace with the 
Palestinians in order to cool regional 
tensions.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu mourned her passing in a 
statement.

“She was truly a great leader, a woman of 
principle, of determination, of conviction, 
of strength; a woman of greatness,” 
Netanyahu said. 

“She was a staunch friend of Israel 
and the Jewish people. She inspired a 
generation of political leaders. I send my 
most sincere condolences to her family and 
to the government and people of Great 
Britain.”

Vivian Wineman, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, told JTA that 
Thatcher “was always extremely supportive 
and admiring of the ethos of the British 
Jewish community. This close relationship 
began when her family took in a young 
Austrian Jewish refugee from Nazism in 
the late 1930s.”

“There are people, there are ideas. 
Occasionally those two come together 
to create vision. Lady Thatcher was an 
exceptional leader, a colleague in the 
international arena and a friend for me 
personally,” Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said in a statement. “She served as an 
inspiration for other leaders, as the first 
female prime minister of Great Britain she 
broke new ground. She showed how far a 
person can go with strength of character, 

determination and a clear vision.”
Wineman said that when Thatcher 

entered Parliament representing 
Finchley in north London, “a very Jewish 
constituency”, her relationship with 
local Jewish institutions blossomed and 
continued throughout her career as prime 
minister. During her campaign, she fought 
against a golf course in the district that 
banned having Jews as members.

Thatcher was a founding member of the 
Anglo-Israel Friendship League of Finchley 
and a member of the Conservative Friends 
of Israel, according to Tablet.

Wineman said Thatcher counted a 
number of Jews among her closest advisers 
and confidants, and at one point nearly 
a quarter of her Cabinet was of Jewish 
origins. They included Nigel Lawson, 
Malcolm Rifkind, Keith Joseph and Leon 
Brittan, according to the Jewish Chronicle.

“She also greatly admired the late Chief 
Rabbi Dr Immanuel Jakobovits, whom she 
elevated to the House of Lords,” Wineman 
said. “She was unquestionably a great 
statesman of the later 20th  century, and 
one who was a friend to the Jewish people 
and Israel.”

Thatcher reportedly had no patience for 
anti-Semitism nor those who espoused 
it. She was a strong supporter of Soviet 
Jewry.

She had a strong relationship with US 
President Ronald Reagan and together they 
fought communism, leading to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. (JTA)

Yom Hashoah: Obama 
commits to combat 
intolerance
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama 
in his Yom Hashoah message recalled his 
recommitment in Israel last month to 
combating anti-Semitism and intolerance.

“Today, we honour the memories 
of the six million Jewish victims and 
millions of others who perished in the 
darkness of the Shoah,” Obama said on 
Monday in a message timed for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

“As we reflect on the beautiful lives lost 
and their great potential that would never 
be fulfilled, we also pay tribute to all those 
who resisted the Nazis’ heinous acts and all 
those who survived,” he said. 

“On my recent trip to Israel, I had the 
opportunity to visit Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
national Holocaust memorial, and reaffirm 
our collective responsibility to confront 
anti-Semitism, prejudice and intolerance 
across the world.”

He concluded: “On this Yom Hashoah, 
we must accept the full responsibility 
of remembrance, as nations and as 
individuals - not simply to pledge ‘Never 
again’, but to commit ourselves to the 
understanding, empathy and compassion 
that is the foundation of peace and human 
dignity.”

In a separate statement, Representative 
Nancy Pelosi (Democrat California), 
the minority leader in the US House 
of Representatives, noted that the day 
marked the Hebrew calendar’s anniversary 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising.

“This day is a reminder of all who had 
the courage to fight back; who refused 
to allow the inhumanity of the Nazis to 
deprive them of their own humanity,” she 
said. 

“It is a reminder of the defiant spirit 
of the survivors, whose strength and 
perseverance still inspire us today. It is 
a reminder of the righteous among the 
nations who risked their own lives to 
protect the lives of their neighbours.” (JTA)



BRIAN K LIFT
SERVICE & COURIER
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM 
R160. Secure, comfortable 
and safe. Anywhere 24/7. 

(Jhb - Pta) CALL BRIAN ON
076-533-1440 
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REPAIRS On-SITE 
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and dishwashers. 
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FOR SAlE
MISCELLANEOUS

IF YOU WANT 
TO  BUY 

OR SELL  A 
VEHICLE

CONTACT:
SOLLY 

KRAmER
082-922-3597

VEHIClES
WANTED

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

Experienced, reliable 
driver able to lift you 

anywhere/ anytime 24 
hours. Courier work 

undertaken.
Please call Paul

083-542-6480

SMILE-LEE’S LIFTS
A reliable lift service.
Specialising in lifts 

to and from airports, 
shops, appointments, 
casinos and courier. 

Charne 083-391-6612

DECEASED 
ESTATE HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Entire households 
cleared, profes-
sionally and con-
fidentially. I’ll take 

the burden off your 
shoulders and pay 

you for it.
Please contact 

Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837
For a trusted 

and professional 
service. Also clear 
garages, cellars, 

storage rooms and 
storage facilities.

A-TAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky 
chauffeur you to your 

destination in Jo’burg and 
back. Only R120 round trip 
for 20kms. Tel: 082-399-

6187

SERVICES
HOME SERVICES

Property to let
Highlands North 
3 Bedroom house,  

2½ bathrooms, maids 
quarters, good security, 

Garden. R9 500 per 
month. To view contact 
Jeff (011) 440-0169 or 

076-686-8259.

 ModerN 2-bedrooM 
flat iN GleNHazel. 

Renovated 4-bedroom house 
in Fairmount.

Contact: Yoni 082-339-2358.

LIFT OFFERED to 
and from airport, to 

go shopping,
to the doctor or 

wherever you need 
to go.

COnTACT 
GERAld On  

082-907-5507 OR
(011) 786-6580 

FOR A SAFE 
And RElIAblE 

SERVICE

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

What’s On

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

Airport transfers,
general transport: Jhb

Affordable lifts of-
fered. New car with 

air-condition (up to 10 
people). Sundays to 

Fridays only.
 Please Call Yoram 

 082-372-1863

Reasonable rates to 
all other areas

Airport
Shuttle

SAm 
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

to or tambo 
from R160

to lanseria 
from R210

EMPlOYMEnT
WANTED 

RELIABLE CARE-
gIVER/MAID  

seeks employ-
ment. Live in or 
out.   Monday 
– Friday. Can 

cook.  
Reply Nancy  
 082 7995194
References 

available from  
082 334  0773

Emmanuel, trusted and 
reliable family driver, 

seeks position. Available 
from 10:00 Monday to 
Friday. Highly recom-

mended, very competent, 
safe driver, Code 14 

compliant too. For refer-
ence contact Neville on 

082-440-8854

Mini Loads
Local: Gauteng, 
Cape Town, Dur-
ban, Port Eliza-

beth, etc. 
Call Lee: 

082-425-6202  
(011) 656-3697

•  JWBS Johannesburg, urgently 
requires secondhand clothing, kitch-
enware, household goods, books and 
bric-a-brac for its secondhand shop. 
Contact (011) 485-5232.

•  Celebrating a bar-/batmitzvah? Why 
not give a donation to WIZO’s bar-/
batmitzvah project in Israel? You 
get a beautiful certificate to give 
to the bar-/batmitzvah child here. 
Certificates are available from WIZO 
tel (011) 645-2548.

•  Second Innings runs a series courses 
and activities including scrabble, 
bridge, discussion groups, play 

reading groups, women’s and men’s 
reading groups, symphony concert 
rehearsals, bowls, pilates, Yogic 
Pranayama, walking and aerobics, 
Golden Oldies Cine Club, weekly 
workshops (by arrangement) on 
“falls education for the elder adult”, 
and organises regular activities. Con-
tact Grecia Gabriel (011) 532-9718.

•  Benarc Gift Shop has gift presenta-
tions for all occasions, made to 
order. Call (011) 485-5232, JWBS. All 
kosher under the Beth Din. Proceeds 
to support the less fortunate in our 
community.

•  Elise WIZO Gift Shop has an exciting 
range of gifts available. Contact 
(011) 640-2760 or call in at Genesis, 
bottom level of the Genesis Shopping 
Centre, 3 Bradfield Drive, Fairmount. 

•  Chabad House hosts a series of 
events throughout the year. Chai 
Seniors - Holistic & Kabbalistic Nour-
ishment”. Daily programmes: Men’s 
Kolel Mon-Fri at Chabad House 
Library, 09:00 -11:00, followed 
by lunch. Ladies Kolel Tuesdays & 
Thursdays. Special programmes: 
Mondays: Brain Worx with oc-
cupational therapist, Cynthia Liptz 
for brain exercises, 09:00 – 13:00. 

Both men and women welcome. 
Tuesdays: Guest lectures. For more 
info contact Rabbi Ari Kievman (011) 
440-6600 or e-mail rak@chabad.
org.za

•  Chabad Chai Seniors Club meets 
Monday to Friday every week, 09:00 
to 13:00. Venue: Chabad House. 
Refreshments and lunch provided. 
Mondays: Brain exercises with oc-
cupational therapist and computers 
and Internet (16:15). Tuesdays: 
Exploring the myths and mysteries of 
Judaism. Ladies learning with Aviva 
Goldman. Wednesdays: Torah studies 
and computer and Internet training 

(16:30). Thursdays: Living with the 
times with Rabbi Shlomo Raitport 
and ladies shiur with Rebbetzen 
Chaya Haller. Fridays: Living Torah 
with Rabbi Shlomo Raitport. Distribu-
tion of take-home food. Information: 
Chabad House (011) 440-6600, 
e-mail rak@chabad.org.za www.
ChabadJoburg.org/seniors.

•  Orchid WIZO Florist, for chuppahs 
in shuls or gardens; canopy, drapes 
and floral arrangements our spe-
cialty. Daily deliveries of floral and 
fruit arrangements as well. Contact: 
(011) 728-4513, after hours: (011) 
728-2769.

•  Bnoth Zion Association WIZO is col-
lecting anything of value for its store. 
Contact (021) 464-6729 or Linda 
Saban 072-245-3225 or Cherna 
Kredo 084-589-8588.

•  Johannesburg Children’s Home is 
appealing for shoes and takkies for 
children and teenagers. Contact Edna 
or Hylton Segal (011) 970-4266.

•  Intimate Antiques Fair held on last 
Sunday of every month at Cedar 
Square corner Witkoppen/Cedar 
Avenue in Fourways, from 09:00 
- 16:00. Contact Robyn 083-311-
4768.

Today, Friday (April 12)

•  UZLC hosts Cyril Wides who will 
talk on “The Afrikaans Language 
Also Belongs to Platteland Jews”. 
Venue: Our Parents Home. Time: 
12:45 - 14:00. Contact: Gloria at 
(011) 485-4851 or 072-127-9421.

Sunday (April 14)

•  Big Band Society meets in the 
Jeffrey Auditorium at St Johns 
College, St John’s Road, Lower 
Houghton. A selection of audio 
and video material, featuring 
the great Big Bands of yesterday. 
Starting at 14:15. Contact: Barney, 
(011) 400-1996 or Jack, (011) 
782-7111.

•  Second Innings hosts Prof Marcia 
Leveson, former professor of 
English at Wits, who will talk on 
“Please Sir, I Want Some More 
- Charles Dickens and his Chil-
dren”. Venue: The Gerald Horwitz 
Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 10:00 
for 10:30. Cost: R20 members, 
R40 non-members. Contact: Gre-

cia Gabriel (011) 532-9718. 

Tuesday (April 16)

•  WIZO Johannesburg invites you 
to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut and 
Israel’s 65th birthday at 09:15 for 
09:30. Live music and a lavish tea. 
Cost: R65. Contact: Sandy, (011) 
645-2515.

Wednesday (April 17)

•  RCHCC is screening the Academy 
Award nominee, “Divided We Fall”. 
Venue: Clive M Beck Auditorium. 
Time: 19:30. Donation: R70 (incl re-
freshments). Booking Hazel or René 
(011) 728-8088/8378, after hours 
(011) 728-8378, or e-mail: rchcc@
telkomsa.net, or rene.s@telkomsa.
net, or www.greatpark.co.za

Thursday (April 18)

•  JWBS’ “Business Breakfast”, 
hosted by Investec, has as its key-
note speakers Marc Wainer, CEO 
of Redefine Properties and Justice 
Malala, well-known political com-

mentator. Venue: Investec, 100 
Grayston Drive, Sandton. Parking 
available. Time: 07:00 for 07:30 - 
09:00. Cost: R500 pp (R5 000 per 
table of 10). RSVP: gloria@jwbs.
co.za or call (011) 485-5232.

Sunday (April 21) 

•  Second Innings hosts Dr Gavin 
Lewis, DA MPL Gauteng Legis-
lature, who will speak on “The 
Mining and Labour Crisis in South 
Africa”. Venue: The Gerald Horwitz 
Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 10:00 
for 10:30. Cost: R20 members, 
R40 non-members. Contact: Gre-
cia Gabriel (011) 532-9718. 

Monday (April 22)

•  UJW House & Garden Circle Meet-
ing takes place at 25 Christopherson 
Road, Hyde Park. Time: 09:30 for 
09:55 sharp, when entrance closes. 
Donation: Members R40, visitors 
R50. Contact: (011) 648-1053.

•  UJW adult education division 
hosts Prof Steven Friedman of UJ 

who will talk on “The Tyranny of 
the Minority – Why Much of What 
we are Told About our Country 
is not Really True”. Venue: 1 Oak 
Street, Houghton. Time: 09:30. 
Donation: R30. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

Tuesday (April 23) 

•  WIZO Forum presents “Strike a 
Woman, Strike a Rock”, honour-
ing the power of women - paying 
tribute to contemporary women 
making a contribution to the SA 
and Jewish community. Venue: 
Beyachad. Time: 09:30. Cost: R40. 
Contact: Sandy, (011) 645-2515.

Sunday (April 28)

•  Temple Israel in PE hosts its Lag 
B’Omer - 3rd Annual Leo Baeck 
5km Memorial Run/Walk & Fête 
at Temple Israel, 7A Upper Dick-
ens Road, Central, Port Elizabeth. 
Entries open 09:00. Race starts 
10:00 with a lucky draw and an 
auction. Enquiries: Yonah Black-
man (041) 373-6642, 08:00 - 

13:00 Monday to Friday.

•  Second Innings hosts Shirley 
Firth, former actress and director, 
who will speak on “Shirley’s Rag 
Bag”. Venue: The Gerald Horwitz 
Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 10:00 
for 10:30. Cost: R20 members, 
R40 non-members. Contact: Gre-
cia Gabriel (011) 532-9718. 

Monday  (April 29)

•  UJW adult education division 
hosts Aubrey Matshiqi, political 
analyst, who will talk on “2014 
Elections - Political Realignment 
and the State of Democracy in 
South Africa. Venue: 1 Oak Street, 
Houghton. Time: 09:30. Donation: 
R30. Contact: (011) 648-1053.

Tuesday (April 30)

•  UJW adult education division 
hosts Estelle Sher who will present 
“Beethoven - An Overview”. Ven-
ue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton. Time: 
09:30. Donation: R30. Contact:  
(011) 648-1053.



There is line in the song Big Yellow Taxi by 
Joni Mitchell which goes: “Don’t it always 
seem to go that you don’t know what you’ve 
got till it’s gone.”

I have so often found that line true 
among sportsmen, who look back on their 
days in the limelight with sadness. I re-
member spending a Sunday afternoon with 
the late Morrie Jacobson, as we sat in his 
upstairs room and sifted through his scrap-
books on his days on the soccer field.  

What I thought would be a one-hour 
interview turned into an enthralling three-
hour affair with a man who just loved to 
talk about his playing days.

For Morrie it was a cathartic experience. 
It was a spiritual encounter as he called 
back the past and reminisced about his days 
playing for South Africa. He had cuttings 
from UK newspapers that described him as 
the best amateur fullback to ever visit the 
British shores as the amateur South African 
team held the mighty Arsenal to a 2-2 draw. 

For me the most exciting cutting was 
off the front page of the Rand Daily Mail 
one day in 1952 in which Danny Kaye, 
who was visiting our country, started an 
international match between South Africa 
and Israel at the Rand Stadium with Morrie 
standing on his left. 

As the years rolled by I used to think 
about Mitch Albom’s wonderful book, 
“Tuesdays With Morrie” and have logged it 
with my very own “Sunday With Morrie”.      

In my job I have come across many 
sportsmen at the top of their game and 
some of them do not live up to their public 
image. Many are arrogant and believe the 
world rotates around them. But others, 
despite their fame, have their feet on the 
ground and understand that they are not 
demigods. 

Specifically in the latter category come 
to mind my two most genuine sportsmen I 
have met who were still at the top of their 
games - golfer Nick Price and tennis star 

Roger Federer. They are two thorough gen-
tlemen who remain humble and appreciate 
everything they have. 

The reason for all this was an e-mail re-
ceived by the Jewish Report this week from 
Rabbi Sholem Bacher from the Blairgowrie 
Hebrew Centre to notify us that they will 
be having a Kiddush function this coming 
Shabbat in memory of Milija Aleksic. 

I find this very interesting as Aleksic was 
a goalkeeper for Tottenham Hotspurs from 
1979 to 1982 and was a member of the 
team that won the 1981 FA Cup.

He later came to South Africa and played 
for Wits University and Durban City and 
then disappeared into obscurity. 

Most of us had heard of him, but none 
of us knew that he was Jewish. Sadly he 
passed away suddenly in October last year 
at the age of 61.  

Rabbi Bacher said Aleksic had been 
involved with their congregation for many 
years and the rabbi had written an article 
about him. “In a world of sports celebrities 
where many have questionable character 
traits, it is refreshing to learn of those who 
were, or are good human beings, from those 
who knew them personally,” he added.

Aleksic was born to a Yugoslav father 
and grew up in a small Serbian community 
in Chesterton, Staffordshire. He was a 
childhood friend of future England inter-
national Mike Pejic. His career started with 
Port Vale and he played two FA Cup games 
for them as a 17-year-old in the 1968 - ‘69 
season. 

Aleksic was signed by Spurs in Decem-
ber 1978 for a fee of £100 000. In one tie 
against Manchester United, notorious 
“hard man” Joe Jordan broke Aleksic’s jaw 
in what was officially described as an “ac-
cidental collision”. 

The injury left midfielder Glenn Hoddle 
to take Aleksic’s place in goal for the rest 
of the match. Despite this setback, Hoddle 
was untroubled in goal, and Spurs won 1 - 0 
with Osvaldo Ardiles scoring the winning 
goal.

In 1981 Spurs won the FA Cup with a 3 - 
2 victory over Manchester City at Wembley. 
Aleksic featured in both the original tie 
and the replay, which was won with a brace 
from Ricardo Villa and a scruffy goal from 

Garth Crooks. However, he soon lost his 
first team place to Ray Clemence.

It is very interesting that Rabbi Bacher 
writes about the moment Aleksic brought 
his FA Cup medal to show the rabbi’s 
childen. “The tears swelled in his eyes as he 
took the gold medal out of its casing to give 
us a close view. Milija was a medallist with 
passion connected to his achievements, but 
incredibly humble.

“A family simcha 12 years ago brought 
Milija as a guest to our congregation. He 
found himself a spiritual sanctuary, a place 
he could call home each Friday night. There 

was hardly a Friday night in over 12 years 
that he was not in shul.”

There is a wonderful quote from Mitch 
Albom that sums this all up.

“What do people fear most about death? I 
asked the reb.

“Fear?” he thought for a moment. “Well, 
for one thing, what happens next? Where 
do we go? Is it what we imagined?”

That’s big.
“Yes. But there’s something else.”
What else?
He leaned forward.
“Being forgotten,” he whispered.

Rabbi Bacher makes sure 
Milija won’t be forgotten

ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner
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Perfecting the art of how not to lose

I do not profess to be an authority on 
rugby. During my time at school I actually 
developed a hatred for the game because 
it was continually jammed down our 
throats. 

However, as I got older and became 
more involved in the world of sport and 
began to understand the nuts and bolts 
of the game, I actually began to enjoy 
it very much. Whatever I might think I 
know, I will always bow in admiration to 
the likes of commentator Dan Retief who 
has a marvellous understanding of the 
sport. 

However, what I have learned during 
my tears as a sports journalist is how to 
analyse a game. As I said last week, I have 
always tried to maintain my objectiv-
ity and not become a “fan with a pen”. 
Last Saturday I only managed to see the 
second half of the Springboks versus Eng-
land Test but on Sunday morning I sat 
through the replay. Knowing the result, 
I could put the excitement of a close 
encounter behind and dispassionately 
interpret what I had watched. 

After a little thought I came to the 
following conclusion: In simple terms, all 
that won us the game was an inspiration-
al moment from Willem Alberts in which 

he took advantage of a lucky bounce of 
the ball to score the only try - and fur-
thermore superb defence by the Boks. 

I have said for the past few years that 
the Boks are unable to play 80 minutes of 
attacking rugby. In the final 20 minutes 
of the game they were probably lucky to 
have spent two of those minutes in the 
England half. The remaining 18 minutes 
was played somewhere on the Boks’ 22m 
line.

There is little doubt that England, 
when it comes to attacking, are equally 
inept and they certainly had enough 
chances. We kept conceding penalties in 
the dying moments but one has to say 
that England’s decision to go for posts 

in the final minute was one of the most 
inane I have ever seen. That was total 
capitulation, as if to say they were happy 
to lose by one point. 

On that subject, I was the one person 
absolutely delighted by that decision 
as I had backed England on a minus 2,5 
spread and that whacky decision sealed 
me my win.    

There is no doubt we have some 
wonderful players in our team, but one 
is never certain down which garden path 
coach Heyneke Meyer is leading them. 

But coming back to defence: All sports 
are made up of offence and defence. It is 
vital to have a balanced share of both. It 
is also an art to know at which point of a 

game one needs to defend a lead. Howev-
er, defence is seemingly quickly becoming 
what South African sport is all about.   

While the Boks held England at bay 
in the north, managing to cling to a one 
point win, the Proteas looked to be head-
ing for certain Test defeat Down Under 
as they ended the fourth day under the 
cosh at 77 for four wickets, chasing 430 
to win. 

The match looked all over, with a win 
for Australia certainty, but AB de Vil-
liers, Jacques Kallis and especially Faf du 
Plessis, had other ideas. De Villiers kept 
Du Plessis company for 68 overs and a 
nobbled Kallis for another 40 overs in 
the searing Adelaide heat, as Du Plessis 
tenaciously defied the Australian bowling 
attack for nearly eight hours. 

Many people would have found the 
pushing and prodding mind-numbing to 
watch, but it takes a special kind of pro-
ficiency and mental aptitude to stay out 
there for seven hours and 46 minutes, in 
mainly 34 degrees heat and high humid-
ity, with five different partners, one of 
whom could barely run, to defy a vora-
cious and tenacious Australian attack and 
save a crucial match for his country. 

This was a monumental effort, 
performed on debut and already written 
into the folklore of South African cricket 
history. 

So, while we might lack the attacking 
prowess of a Genghis Khan, South Afri-
can sport has elevated the art of defence 
to another level. I suppose there is an 
advantage in playing not to lose...

ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner

Cricketer Faf du Plessis is supported by his team as he pulls off a stunning save of the second 
Test match against Australia in Adelaide.

Sunday (December 2)

•  RCHCC is rescreening the award-win-
ning film, “The Debt”, directed by John 
Madden and starring Helen Mirren, 
Sam Worthington, Jessica Castain and 
Tom Wilkinson. Venue: Clive M Beck 
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Donation: 
R60. Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728-
8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-8378, 
e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.net or rene.s@
telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za

•  JJMC, with musical director Evelyn 
Green presents a musical tribute to the 
Doornfontein Hebrew Congregation 
(Lions Shul), “Memories of Yesteryear”, 
as a fundraiser for the shul. The reper-
toire will encompass traditional Jew-
ish songs. Secure parking. Time: 15:00. 
Tickets available from Darla at R200. 
083-794-6358 darlabrook@hotmail.com

Monday (December 3)

•  UJW is hosting Marcia Leveson, former 

professor of English at Wits, on “Please 
Sir, I Want Some More”, Charles Dick-
ens and children in this his bicentenary 
year. Time: 09:30. Contact: (011) 648-
1053, fax 086 273-3044. Donation: 
R20. Join UJW for an informal tea after 
the lecture. 

Thursday (December 6)

•  UJW CT adult education division hosts 
Isaac Habib who will talk on “Jewish Life 
in the Island of Rhodes – From Begin-
ning to End”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Entrance: R20 (incl 
refreshments). Enquiries: (021) 434-
9555.

Friday (December 7)

•  The United Sisterhood has its year-
end book sale at the Benmore Gardens 
Shopping Centre. Unwanted books and 
magazine donations are gladly accepted. 
Contact: Tel (011) 646-2409; fax (011) 
646-4654.

What’s On

World News in Brief
POPE CALLS FOR END TO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS, NEW ME PEACE EFFORTS 

ROME - At a gathering in Rome with Lebanon’s new cardinal, Pope Benedict XVI launched a new appeal 
for peace in Syria and the Middle East, the Associated Press reported.

“The church encourages all efforts for peace in the world and in the Middle East, a peace that will 
only be effective if it is based on authentic respect for other people,” Pope Benedict told the gathering, 
which included several Lebanese pilgrims.

He also spoke out concerning the plight of Christians from their traditional homelands throughout the 
Middle East, calling for them to be able to “live their faith freely”.

Christian communities have come under assault by Muslims amid the upheaval related to the 
“Arab Spring”. Tens of thousands of Syrian Christians have fl ed from the civil war there, while Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian community fears the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood and the ultra-extremist Salafi  
groups to power.

Recently, several Coptic Christian teenage women were been assaulted by other women on Cairo 
subways because their hair was uncovered. Many Coptic women are now afraid to ride the transit system 
in fear of being assaulted or sexually harassed, according to Morning Star News. (JNS.org)
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Former Tottenham Hotspurs player Milija Alecksic will be remembered at a Kiddush function this 
coming Shabbat  

Milija Aleksic, wearing a Spurs jersey, in a pensive mood.

TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christy Hughes at MSCSPORTS
christy@mscsports.co.za or 011 646 7340
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