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So good seeing Table Mountain again!

Professor Cyril Karabus, and his wife Jenifer, celebrate his return to Cape Town after nine months of ‘house arrest’ in Abu Dhabi. Karabus was
arrested while in transit through Dubai airport for ‘manslaughter’ relating to a locum he did 10 years ago in which a child died of leukaemia. He
was acquitted after numerous delays and administrative blunders and finally came home last Friday, vowing never to return. See page 10 - 11.

Bertie Lubner humbled by
BGU lifetime achievement
award

“You don’t do things in life
(other than earning a living) for
recognition. You do them for
self-interest. Life is about more
than making money. It's about
the smiles on the faces of the
people you help...”

SAKS: “Where were the
‘real voices’ of SA Jews in
documentary?”

Rather than being condemned
for being merely quiescent
under apartheid, SA Jewry’s
leadership is falsely declared, in
an SABC documentary from last
year, to have actively supported
that system.

‘The outsider’ asks for

understanding from SA Jewry

Jewish community members
comment on homosexuality. Rabbi

Alexander: “The Orthodox movement | §= S5

has moved a long way and is still
discussing moving further and I'd
like to see them being more vocal

and open so that people understand

that that is happening.”

Reshef concert:
Disrupters’ hearing
postponed

The Wits University disciplinary

. hearing against 11 students who

disrupted a piano recital in early
March, has been postponed,

. according to a media statement.

The hearing will now take place
on July 16,17 and 18.

Have you nominated your
Jewish achiever yet?

Nominate people you consider
worthy of an award for their
work and achievement. Send
nominations for the annual
Jewish Achievers Award to
nominations@sajewishreport.
co.za by June 28.

PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN OUR

WINTER DRIVE” 1R T

Winter clothing, blankets and books will be distributed to the less fortunate.
EALTY COMPANY

011 731 0300
www.firzt.co.za

WE KNOW PROPERTY

Packages can be dropped off at Firzt Place, 44 Glenhove Road,
Melrose Estate or call 011 731 0300 to arrange for collection.

‘Another Firzt Cares Initiative’

In appreciation
Denese Zaslansky
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Shabbat Times
May 24/ 15 Sivan
May 25/ 16 Sivan
Parshat Beha’alotecha
17:.07 17:58  Johannesburg
17:31 18:24  Cape Town
16:49 17:40 Durban
17:09 18:01 Bloemfontein
17:02 17:55  Port Elizabeth
16:54 17:47 East London

World News in Brief

Toulouse shooting
arrests

TOULOUSE - French authorities
have detained a 25-year-old on sus-
picion of helping the gunman who
killed three Jewish children and a
rabbi at a Jewish school in Toulouse
in southern France in March 2012.
The man has not been named,
but a formal investigation is work-
ing to determine whether he helped
the gunman, Mohamed Merah,
steal the scooter which was used
during the Toulouse shooting.

(INS.org)

The Torah becomes the source of light

The association of Aharon, and
of all later High Priests of Israel,
with the task of the daily lighting
of the menorah/candelabra in the
Temple, is significant.

In our current technologi-
cally advanced era, turning on
the lights in a home or a room
is hardly considered to be a
difficult or especially meaning-
ful event. The flick of a switch
floods the area with light and
illumination.

However, when light is sourced
from candles, wicks and oil, it
is a more complicated matter.

To produce this type of light
requires a modicum of motor
skills, patience and great atten-
tion to detail. Many problems,
even fatalities, may be caused by
improperly lighting the can-
delabra such as the one in the
Temple, with its imposing size
and dimension.

Because of the care and atten-
tion that was needed to light the
candelabra in the Temple, and to
emphasise the holy nature of the
task and of the candelabra itself,
caring for it and kindling it was
assigned to the highest priest of
Israel, Aharon.

He and his successors symbol-
ised light. They represented hope,
optimism, holiness, purpose and
peace. This physical representa-
tion of Aharon’s general role in
Jewish society served to remind
all of the purpose of the Temple,
its laws and rituals and infused
the G-dly spirit into Jewish soci-
ety generally.

The Torah characterises itself
as light and radiance. The com-
mandments are the candles and
the kindling, and the Torah - its
study and its observance - be-
comes the source of light itself
for all generations of Jews. It be-

came the personal task of each
and every High Priest of Israel
to see to it that this light was
kept eternally burning and
refreshed daily.

It is interesting to note that
the light of the menorah was
not seen generally by the pub-
lic, as not everyone had access to
the area of the Temple where the
menorah stood.

But, it was seen daily by the
High Priest himself and the
radiance emanating from the
menorah inspired him to be the
constant disseminator of light,
Torah, social justice and tranquil-
lity within Jewish society.

This essential societal task
naturally entailed the same type
of precision, persistence and
attention to detail, coupled with
loving care and innate skills that
was present when the High Priest
serviced the physical lighting of

il Parshat Beha’Alotecha
Rabbi Berel Wein

M Founder and director
of the Destiny
Foundation

the menorah in the Temple daily.

The Talmud teaches us that
the clothing of the High Priest
was not to be soiled when he
appeared in public view. Light-
ing the menorah can be a dirty
job if one is not careful, as can
any societal activity, no matter
how well intentioned it may have
been at the outset.

The process and commandment
of lighting the menorah served as
a constant reminder to the High
Priest of the important role that
he was to always play in the fur-
therance of Torah and holiness in
Jewish society.

Shabbat shalom.

It’s not all doom and gloom

STAFF REPORTER

Johannesburg has made some great strides in
the past few years, and despite some negative
aspects, the city is generally running well,
Anna Cox, The Star editor of Metrowatch,
told a meeting of the United Zionist Lunch-
eon Club last Friday.

“We so often complain about the city, but
things generally work. We wake up in the
morning, have clean running water which we
can drink straight from the taps, our electric-
ity works, and we drive along well-kept roads
and highways. Yes, there are potholes and
traffic lights that don’t work, but show me a
city where everything is perfect,” she said.

In the city, 98 per cent of residents now
have clean drinking water from a tap. Nine
out of 10 have access to electricity at the flick
of a switch. About 91 per cent benefit from
sanitation service and regular refuse removal.

“For a Third World city, this is quite an
achievement,” she said.

The city has upgraded more than 9km of
water and sewer networks in Fourways, Or-
ange Farm and Alexandra, patched more than

Fixing potholes — an ongoing task.

18 000 potholes in the past year and cleaned
more than 100km of storm-water pipes.

Johannesburg has also made great strides
in becoming a “smart” city with 750km of
broadband optic fibre rolled out.

In this vein, the city is installing smart
meters in households - a process which will be
complete by 2014.

“This means that the city will be able to
read electricity meters remotely without me-
ter readers having to visit people’s premises.
This should help alleviate incorrect meter
readings which are the main cause of incor-

rect billing, which is plaguing the city,” said
Cox.

Public transport was improving, albeit on a
slow scale; the Rea Vaya bus transport system
which had been implemented in Soweto, the
inner city and soon in Auckland Park, was
proving to be successful.

It had carried an average of 42 000 pas-
sengers a day with bus occupancy during peak
times reaching 95 per cent.

The Gautrain and its buses had contributed
in making the city more accessible to all, she
said.

“In Rosebank alone, there has been R6,8
billion of investment by the private sector
because of the Gautrain station.”

The city was encouraging densification
around the stations, to encourage people to
live closer to transport.

Health services were performing well under
the strain with some 3,2 million patients
walking through the doors of the 80 primary
healthcare facilities in Johannesburg in
2011/12 to receive free diagnosis, treatment,
counselling and care.

She said as far as safety was concerned,

for Johannesburg

Johannesburg had just completed the roll-out
of the ‘Joburg 10 Plus” campaign. This was a
system where 10 Johannesburg Metro Police
Department officers were assigned and dedi-
cated to each ward in the city.

“The 10 officers are guided by the commu-
nity who advise them of problems peculiar
to their area, such as illegal dumping, illegal
businesses, buildings and use of property.
They will then tackle these problems and
report back on a monthly basis.

“The scheme has taken off really well
already in some areas, with a good relation-
ship being established between police and
residents,’

In general, things were looking positive,
said Cox.

“Yes, the billing crisis is still around and not
likely to disappear soon because of deep-root-
ed problems, but things get repaired fairly
quickly if reported. Minor problems such as
potholes, are usually repaired quickly.

“Yes, there are problems with infrastruc-
ture in some areas which were not designed
to take so much development, but these are
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Reshef concert: Disrupters’ hearing postponed

Student protesters at Wits begin to target general Jewish

organisations; not]ust Israeli- related ones
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The Wits University disciplinary hearing pro-bono legal representation. The decision

against 11 students who disrupted a piano of postponement follows two protest rallies
organised in support of Wits University’s
SRC earlier this month. The second rally,
on May 13 was supported by members of
Nehawu and the Workers Solidarity Com-
mittee.

In the photograph above, protesters

display posters calling for the withdrawal

recital in early March, has been postponed,
according to a media statement. Lawyers
for the 11, charged for protesting the
concert in which Israeli-born pianist Yossi
Reshef performed, have successfully argued
for the postponement of their disciplinary
hearing, which will now take place on July
16,17 and 18.

The reasons for the new dates include
the difficulty students faced in obtaining

of charges against the 11 students as well
as general slogans against Israel and Jew-
ish organisations, including the SA Jewish
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Board of Deputies. The inset shows incom-
ing Wits Vice-Chancellor Adam Habib, who
addressed the students on behalf of the
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protesters are targeting general Jewish
organisations such as the SAJBD, which are
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targeting SA Jewry directly.
They delivered a memorandum to Wits

Registrar Kirti Menon, demanding that all
charges against the students be dropped.
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COCKTAILS AT THE LIVING ROOM ?:awish Come(gom on your Jewish journey. Inspired and run
UPSTAIRS by volunteers, Limmud has a global reputa-
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JOSH RYBA & ?{}leil;(;igver Johannesbur ity; j
g city; enjoy the
b KOSHER SNACKS PROVIDED DANIEL BROWDE market, learn together and spend time with
BY GARY FRIEDMAN Rebirth: A Graphic Novel friends and family. See you there!
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Bertie Lubner humbled by BGU lifetime
achievement award

ROBYN SASSEN

“T have achieved many things,” a visibly moved
Bertie Lubner, veteran businessman and
philanthropist told the SA Jewish Report this
week, “but this surpasses my life’s most memo-
rable moments.” He was referring to his receiv-
ing the first ever lifetime achievement award
of the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in a
lavish ceremony a fortnight ago.

“The award was completely unexpected. The
university conferred an honorary doctorate
on me in 1987. Some BGU council members
had visited South Africa. They heard of my
achievements in business, philanthropy and
government and they visited Afrika Tikkun
and Kibbutz Lubner and the Field Band. This
award was conferred on me for all my diverse
levels of involvement locally and similarly in
Israel. They told me they could not give me a
second doctorate.

“As a vice-chairman of the university, [ had
often taken part in the doctoral ceremonies,
but was surprised when they told me I could
not wear the academic hood, but also when
I was told that I would be receiving an award
first, before the honorary doctorates. When
they played the video footage of about 10 min-
utes about my life, [ was awestruck.

“You don’t do things in life for recognition.
Life is about more than making money. It’s
about the smiles on the faces of the people
you help...”

Describing Lubner as “an exceptional man
whose belief in the power of effecting innova-

tive social change has made a momentous
contribution to his native South Africa and in
Israel,” the award was presented in a frame.

Professor Rivka Carmi, president of BGU,
called Lubner “a most remarkable and beloved
friend of BGU and indeed of humanity.” She
added that Lubner had been a major figure in
the university and its board of governors since
1975.

“Brought up in a home where the values of
caring and giving were taught and treasured,
Bertie has over the years supported our stu-
dents and encouraged them with projects and
prizes to give to the less fortunate and to take
responsible roles in society,” she said.

“He is a role model par excellence, dedicated
and devoted to us as well as to the underprivi-
leged communities in South Africa, and most
worthy of the honour bestowed upon him.”

Lubner said retrospectively that on the even-
ing he asked himself quietly: “What am I doing
here? I could not believe the quality of the peo-
ple getting honorary doctorates that night.”

In his acceptance speech, Lubner said he had
been inspired by three people: his late father,
Morrie, a prominent self-made entrepreneur
in Johannesburg; Israel’s first and founding
prime minister, David Ben-Gurion; and former
South African President Nelson Mandela.

“Each in his own way had to pursue a life of
hard work and sacrifice to succeed in his goals
so that he, in turn, could add value to the lives
of millions,” he said.

In 1975, Lubner was invited to be president
of the SA Associates of BGU by the university’s

B, i b e L
.

Photo by Dan Machlis/BGU

BGU’s President Professor Rivka Carmi presents Bertie Lubner with the university’s first-ever
lifetime achievement award.

based centres of excellence.

With his brother Ronnie, he founded the
Field Band Foundation, which supports 42
bands incorporating some 6 000 children. The
Lubner family also set up Kibbutz Lubner in
1978, for mentally challenged adults.

In 2011, he was among the Jerusalem Post’s
list of 50 of the world’s most influential Jews.

“You have got to learn from life’s lessons,”

second president, Joseph Tekoa. He praised
BGU'’s success in helping to realise Ben-Guri-
on’s dream of making the desert bloom.

“This university was created with little; its
success is about the triumph of the human
spirit. In fact, its triumph is a microcosm of
Israel and Zionism itself.”

Lubner has made philanthropy a key part
of his life and has inculcated the importance
of giving in his four children. Both in South
Africa and Israel, he and his family have sup-
ported many worthy causes - especially in
children and adults with special needs.

As a philanthropist, in collaboration with
the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, in 1994 he
founded Afrika Tikkun, which looks after
thousands of beneficiaries in six township

he added. “You can never say you're successful
until you have had two successes: when you did
it for yourself and your family and when you
are able to pass it on to others. It’s about being
part of this world. Also, you do not know what
your best role is until you have challenged
yourself. But morality and balance are key to
everything.”
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" Absa Jewish Achiever Awards 2013

THE AWARD CATEGORIES ARE:

. Cell C Lifetime Achievement Award in honour of
Helen Suzman
Business Person - Absa Listed Company Award
Business Person - Absa Unlisted Company Award
Business Person - Absa Entrepreneur Award
The Community Service Award
The Arts, Science, Sports & Culture Award
The Chivas Humanitarian Award in honour of
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris.
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TO NOMINATE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
_email nominations@SAJewishReport.co.za
“or visit WWW.SAJewishReport.co.za

The closing date for nominations is 28 June 2013
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World News in Brief

State Department notes a continued rise in
global anti-Semitism

Photo courtesy: www.ghidularadean.ro

A member of the Jewish commumty looks at a swastlka palnted on a headstone in a Jewish
cemetery in Herrlisheim, eastern France.

WASHINGTON - The US State Department’s religious freedoms report describes “a continued
global increase in anti-Semitism”.

“Of great concern were expressions of anti-Semitism by government officials, by religious
leaders, and by the media, particularly in Venezuela, Egypt, and Iran,” the report released on
Monday, said. “At times, such statements led to desecration and violence.”

It noted the continued “flourishing” of the Passover blood libel as well as Holocaust denial.
US Secretary of State John Kerry noted the phenomenon in introducing Ira Forman, the new
envoy to combat anti-Semitism.

“Ira has long been a champion of fair treatment for all, and he has worked extensively to
combat intolerance,” Kerry said of Forman, whose background is a longtime campaigner for
the Democratic Party in the Jewish community.

In its Israel section, the report noted Orthodox Jewish hegemony in civil law as it applies to
Jews, as well as restrictions on women’s prayer at the Western Wall.

It also noted how religious tensions at times erupt into violence, noting attacks on churches
and mosques “in retaliation for government actions to restrict settlement activity in the West
Bank and designed to exact a ‘price’ for actions settlers considered contrary to their interests”
as well as Muslim attacks on haredi Orthodox Jews. (JTA)
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ORT SA is at the leading
edge of entrepreneurship

in South Africa

The Business Entrepreneurship
Division (JET) of ORT SA, recognises
that 70 per cent of all employees are
employed in small businesses in South
Africa.

ORT JET said in a media release that
through its unique Business Mentor-
ship Programme, small and start-up
businesses could access support,
guidance, mentoring and topnotch
financial and business training.

In addition to this, for the third
year running, ORT JET has created
a platform for creativity through its
Business Plan Competition, named
Eureka! This year, the competition’s
headline sponsor is Liberty.

Out of 90 entries, the final 10 busi-
ness plans are competing for first,
second and third places. “This annual
competition is an innovative way of
encouraging creativity and entrepre-
neurship,” says Paul Bacher, CEO of
ORT JET.

“What better way to encourage en-
trepreneurship than to run a competi-
tion to get the creative juices working?
We, at ORT JET believe our range of
initiatives has the scope and depth to
be able to transform our clients into !
successful entrepreneurs and income-
earners.”

A judging panel, made up of success-
ful business people from a various sec-
tors, will be judging the finalists. The
winners will take home a suite of prizes
which include R75 000 in business
start-up prizes, an interest-free loan of

R100 000 and a support system from
the ORT JET Mentorship Programme.

Nominees of the Most Improved Business of the Year are Aviva Baran Rothschild;
Rodney Ntlemo; Valeria Mahlangu; and Julian Klavansky.

“Our judges and prize sponsors are
thrilled to be part of such an exciting
initiative”, said Cindy Silberg, Business
Mentorship Manager.

The winners will be announced at a
gala event which will be held in Johan-
nesburg with a special performance by
Johnny Clegg.
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Pogrund gets

Benjamin Pogrund (pictured), former deputy editor of the

Rand Daily Mail in Johannesburg, now living in Israel, has
received the prestigious “International Media Award 2013”.

Pogrund was an anti-apartheid activist in his newspaper
time in South Africa. After a stint in London, he immigrated
to Israel and started Yakar, a humanitarian NGO, creating
bridges for interaction between Israelis and Palestinians. He
is also co-founder of the Israel-Palestine Journal.

From Israel Pogrund told Jewish Report: “The award was
for my work in South Africa and in Israel and came as a total
surprise. I was especially happy about it because I was cho-
sen by my peers, by a panel of journalists from many parts of
the world.

“I am proud to have spent most of my life as a journalist.
There have been a lot of hard experiences but I have been
blessed and sustained by wonderful friends and have been
surrounded by colleagues who do their jobs with honesty and
courage.

“During the awards ceremony a roll call was read out of
scores of journalists killed during the past year. I thought

about the men and women who day after day put their lives
on the line so that we can know the bad and the good of what
happens in the world. They deserve recognition and honour.”

Generation Sinai - a
global success story

SHIRA DRUION

Generation Sinai, the brainchild of Chief
Rabbi Warren Goldstein, is an initiative
which has enjoyed enormous success over
the last two years since its inception.

Every year, on Rosh Chodesh Sivan, all
Jewish day schools in South Africa host a
parent/child learning programme to wel-
come in the month of the receiving of the
Torah over 3 000 years ago. This year, Rabbi
Goldstein, assisted by Rabbi Gideon Pogr-
und, ensured Generation Sinai went global,
partnered by more than 100 Jewish day
schools in 38 cities on six continents.

“It was such an inspiring day for our
community and for communities across the
continents. The power of Generation Sinai
is the precious bond that is created when
parents and children learn Torah together,”
said Rabbi Goldstein.

“The concept of Generation Sinai is simple,
yet revolutionary,” said Rabbi Ricky Seeff,
head of Jewish Life for King David Schools.
“The bonding of parents and children

Ari and Jordan Jutan study with their
grandfather Ron at Yeshiva College

through the power of Torah, is beautiful to
witness and be a part of.”

“We partnered with schools in 15 Israeli
cities, schools across London and and Mos-
cow, Odessa, Melbourne, Sydney, Buenos
Aires, San Diego, New Jersey, and all Jewish
schools in South Africa,” said Rabbi Pogrund.

The programme centred on the first
paragraph of Shema. “The Shema is one of
the most important and universal texts in
Jewish life and is one that all Jews can relate
to. We aim for it to be a universal experience
which does not preclude anyone, irrespective
of education or level of observance.

“Jews around the world are separated by
oceans and mountains, continents and cli-
mates, language and culture, but we have one
Torah that holds us all together.

“The South African Jewish community
can not only take great pride in the fact that
Generation Sinai was born here, but also how
we as a community are assuming a leadership
role in world Jewry by sharing our program-
ming with Jewish communities following our

lead”

SELWYN SEGAL
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The East is not the West

The Karabus saga is over. But it has reminded us of
the fact that we cannot look at the world only through
Western perspectives.

Our bemusement as to why all the criticism and pro-
test against the United Arab Emirate’s treatment of
Prof Cyril Karabus seemed to have virtually no effect,
may be explained partially by the fact that the region
in which the UAE exists is not at all Western. Indeed,
the mindset and belief system is radically different. It
is simply not a democratic system.

The fact that Dubai is to Westerners a gigantic shop-
ping mall where one can, among all the glitz and glam-
our, buy anything at all, does not make it Western. Be-
hind the facade they don’t play by “our” rules.

In addition, they have so much money and so much
oil that they feel they can simply behave as if they
“don’t give a damn”. They can buy whatever they want,
wherever they want. We can console ourselves by say-
ing: “One day they will run out of oil”. For the time
being, however, they are in the driving seat.

To show up the difference of mindset from that of
the West, one only needs to look at what is happening
currently in Syria, another country in the Middle East
which at times has seemed to be “almost” Western and
which seemed to be stable, yet within a short space of
time has descended into absolute chaos and barbarity
with chemical weapons purportedly being used and
some 90 000 people - mostly civilians - killed in the
past nine months.

Clearly the Karabus saga had nothing to do with him
being Jewish, even though to South African Jews that
point is of great interest. The mainstream press was
just as interested in the story and Karabus’ Jewishness
was hardly mentioned and not material to the overall
picture.

Has this sad story been a wakeup call? The talk
among doctors and other professionals in South Africa
today is that many would think twice about going to
work in the Emirates or other places like Saudi Arabia,
even though the money may be good.

Even the reputation of Emirates Airlines has been
badly tarnished in this - Karabus himself is absolutely
scathing about the fact that Emirates let him fly, when
it knew he had a security notice against him - some-
thing Karabus was blissfully unaware of.

Karabus is back home next to his beloved Table
Mountain, but he has become a catalyst for a serious
rethink of what the “East” is really about. Has there
been a smattering of arrogance in the Western mind-
set which assumes that all the world can be looked at
through Western eyes and expected to play by Western
rules. The old concept of “fair play” — as we know it -
simply does not apply in the same way.

Perhaps the same wakeup call needs to be applied to
a country like China, even though the religious issue -
such as Sharia law in many Muslim countries - which
draws the parameters so strictly in the Middle East,
does not apply in China in the same way.

Nevertheless, child labourers in sweat shops are pro-
ducing many of the wonderful Chinese products which
are flooding the West at bargain basement prices and
are being snapped up by eager Westerners.

Meanwhile, in the centre of the Middle East region,
Israel exists as a Western-style democracy which in-
deed does try to play to the rules of Western common
law and due process.

But with the neighbours that they have, they have to
understand the mindset and the times when healthy
political cynicism must be applied. Appealing to West-
ern style fair play just doesn’t work.

Twenty-first century technology is another smoke-
screen we must see through. Because of globalisation
and the pervasiveness of the Internet, social media and
so on in countries throughout the world today, we as-
sume that our global neighbours are of the same mind-
set and worldview and that we are all clones of one big
“progressive” community. Obviously we are not.

In a bizarre sort of way, we have to thank Karabus for
the lesson which his ordeal has brought so vividly back
into our minds - with a healthy dollop of realism.

Community Voices
Summing up views
on Jewish homosexuality

Last Friday was International Homophobia Day, coined in 2004 to
commemorate the World Health Organisation’s 1990 decision to remove
homosexuality from its list of mental disorders. Today, organisations in more
than 70 countries commemorate this day. The Jewish Report asked leading
professionals in the lay and religious communities if they feel the Jewish ethos
should be accepting toward homosexuality and same-sex marriage.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein,
“Torah law prohibits homosexual
acts. However, Torah law also
prohibits any form of verbal or
physical abuse which may cause
emotional or physical harm. Our
Torah requires each one of us
to treat all people with dignity,
kindness and respect irrespective
of their race, religion or sexual
orientation. “Beloved is the hu-
man bemg created in G-d’s image” (Pirkei Avot 3:18) is a Tal-
mudic principle that guides us to interact with every human
being in a manner consistent with Judaism’s highest stand-
ards of derech eretz and sensitivity.”

Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag (Rosh
Beth Din, Johannesburg): “Ac-
cording to Jewish law, a Jewish
marriage can only take place be-
tween a man and a woman who
are permitted to get married.
Gay relationships are prohibited
according to the Torah, hence
there is no possibility of a Jewish
marriage.”

Kim Berman, executive direc-

tor Artist Proof Studio and as-
_ sociate professor, Dept of Visual
| Art, University of Johannesburg,
B8 who has been in a committed re-
lationship with her life-partner
Robyn for the past 22 years: “To
address this question, one should
ask why this question should
even be asked. Why should the

: 8= Jewish ethos not accept human
rights, dignity, equality, freedom of choice? Why should a
Jewish ethos consider the discrimination against the gay and
lesbian community? Does this question imply that the Jews
have a standard and ethos of humanity in which dignity and
rights are reserved only for a certain heterosexual portion of
the community?

“Tikkun olam’ means ‘to heal, repair and transform the
world’. Is that a Jewish ethos? Jews who are racist, homo-
phobic or discriminate against others, cannot uphold a Jew-
ish ethos in my opinion.”

' Lael Bethlehem, Johannesburg:
“To me it’s simple. Some people
are homosexual and that includes
Jews. This is not something that
can be changed, and nor it is a
problem, except in the mind. If
Jewish institutions choose to
exclude gays, they are rejecting
Jews who are often enthusias-
tic and valuable members of the
community. Things have changed
a lot in the last decade. Most people accept that some Jews
are gay and we have rights, including marriage. If gays are ex-
cluded, it not only tramples on our humanity, it also weakens
the Jewish community.

“I am married, gay, and proud to be an active member of
the Jewish community.”

L3

B4

Worldwide overview

In several countries, including Iran, homosexuality is
punishable by death. In some 80 countries, it is illegal,
including Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana and Uganda.

In 14 countries, including South Africa, people
cannot be discriminated against based on their sexual
orientation and same-sex marriage is fully legal.

David Bilchitz (professor, Hu-
man Rights and Constitutional
Law, University of Johannes-
burg; founding member, Jew-
ish OutLook:SA Jewish LGBTI
Alliance): “Same-sex relation-
ships, just like opposite sex rela-
tionships, are about connection
between people and love. The
deepest values of Jewish tradi-
tion - which include respect for
human dignity (our being B’tzelem Elokim), equality, justice
and family - all support recognising the diversity of sexual
orientation and would require according equal respect to gay/
lesbian relationships. That should include sanctifying those
relationships in marriage (Kiddushin or a Brit Ahavah).

“Those who only speak the language of prejudice, hatred
and condemnation against gay/lesbian people, dishonour
Jewish tradition and reflect a shallow understanding of its
capacity to embrace the full wonder of human diversity.
Parts of the Jewish community still unfortunately condemn
many to the tyranny of the closet; instead, all parts of our
community should become a beacon of acceptance and em-
brace us - its gay and lesbian members - as part of its rich,
varied tapestry.”

N .
&

Rabbi Greg Alexander, rabbi
of Cape Town Progressive Jew-
ish Congregation: “The Jewish
community should be shout-
ing, ‘Shalom - welcome! from
the rooftops. It is prejudice, not
halachah, that has kept gay and
lesbian Jews in the community
closet - out of sight so we could
pretend that they did not exist.
i “It is time for every rabbi,
leader, organisation or shul to recognise the right of people
to be as the Creator made them. Whether one is Progressive
or Orthodox, there is no contradiction in being gay and be-
ing frum.”

Marc Falconer, headmaster,
King David Linksfield High
School: “As it happens my
personal opinion seems to mesh
rather neatly with the official
policy of the King David schools.

“I believe that the school
should be a safe and happy place
for all children. From what I
understand, homosexuality is
not condemned by the school,
and from a personal point of view I would certainly not
discriminate against anyone and would rather seek to
support pupils who may find their own search for identity
difficult or painful.”

Professor Selma Browde, found-
er and director of the Hospital Pal-
liative Care Team: “As a Jew, I be-
lieve the foundation and heart of
Judaism is captured in the phrase
which appears in the Torah: ‘Love
thy neighbour as thyself.

“Hillel, one of the most impor-
tant figures in Jewish history,
when asked how he would de-
scribe Judaism while standing on
one leg, spoke those words. He also said that all the rest is com-
mentary. Therefore, loving one another means not discriminat-
ing against those who appear to be different in one way or an-
other.

“There is no choice in homosexuality: It is genetically deter-
mined. Science has proved that one is born with one’s sexual
orientation. Clearly, accepting homosexuality and, therefore, gay
marriage is following the essence of Judaism: Namely tolerance.”
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‘The outsider’ asks for understanding from broader community
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

Is the Jewish community generally accepting
of the outsider, particularly those with differ-
ent sexual identities? Yes and no, according to
participants at a gathering of LGBTI Jews and
friends held at the Table Bay Hotel last week.
The acronym refers collectively to lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex individuals.
Harry Victor had both a good and a bad expe-
rience to relate. A member of a prominent shul
in this city for close on 70 years - he is about to
celebrate his second barmitzvah - Victor lost his

same-sex partner of 48 years some six years ago.

During the time that he was saying “kaddish”

- the memorial prayer for the dead - he says the
rabbi ignored him. “He never once put his arm
around me and asked how I was doing. I told the
‘gabbai’ (president) I was leaving the shul”

When the rabbi approached him saying he be-
lieved he had a problem, Victor did not hesitate
in telling him exactly how he felt. “Do you know
how many funerals [ do?” was the response.

His good experience concerned the Chevra
Kadisha. At the time of his partner’s death, he
was asked whether he would like a single or a
double grave. It emerged that the Jewish doctor
had written on the death certificate, “Treat as a
married couple”.

When Richard Freedman was about to be ap-
pointed principal of Weizmann Primary in Sea

Andrea Kuti; Melanie Judge; Shifra Jacobson; and Gina Flash at the gathering of LGBTI Jews and friends at the Table Bay Hotel.

Point, he felt he should inform the lay leaders
of the school that he was living with a same-sex
partner. “We’re not worried about what your
particular lifestyle is, we’re concerned with your
role as an educator,” they told him.

Some of the parents, however, would use
his orientation, saying, “You don’t really know
about children. I phoned the chairman of the
school who supported me at every turn and
supported me 100 per cent,” he said.

Dan Brotman said it was interesting to see
how the Jewish community was embracing gay
people. “Thad alot of letters from lay leaders
and the professional leadership when I got
engaged (to his male partner),” he recalled.

“Thope that the Jewish community is evolv-

ing along with the rest of the country.”

Shifra Jacobson, who had “a particularly
Jewish” commitment ceremony with her female
partner in 1994, said she was “so happy” to be
at the gathering. “I feel that tonight is the first
time there’s been a public acknowledgement by
members of the community that there are Jew-
ish gay people.”

Speaking to Jewish Report afterwards, Rabbi
Greg Alexander of the Cape Town Progressive
Jewish Congregation, under whose auspices the
event was held, said his concern was about any
person or group that was “marginalised” by Ju-
daism, specifically those motivated by prejudice,
“and this is one of them”.

He said one aim of the meeting was to discuss
possibilities of group activities such as Shabbos
dinners, movie nights, involvement in the Gay
Pride movement and challenging the broader
Jewish community to be more inclusive and
querying the biblical texts around the issue.

“There are Orthodox rabbis who are being a
lot more proactive in getting the message out.
Even in South Africa there are Orthodox rab-
bis, for example Rabbi (Ramon) Widmonte in
Johannesburg, who have been a little bit more
outspoken and welcoming.

“Broadly speaking, the Orthodox movement
has moved a long way and is still discussing
moving further and I'd like to see them being
more vocal and open so that people understand
that that is happening.”

Li Boiskin, chairman of SAJBD’s Cape
Council, said the Board respected the fact that
the community was diverse and invited those
present to become involved in its representative
institution. “You have the right to nominate
people to stand for this body so that your opin-
ions can be heard,” she said.
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Freida Lock, Canvas laid on board

SOLD R200 000
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Where were the ‘real voices’ of SA Jews?

BARBARIC YAWP
David Saks

Last year the SABC screened a series of documen-
taries, entitled “Imagined Homeland”, on different
South African faith and/or ethnic communities.
Those communities featured included the Greeks,
Indians, Italians and you know who.

As was predictable, the Italian film lingered
fondly on images of pretty young women pre-
paring pasta in the bosom of the famiglia amid
strains of La donna e mobile and the Indian doccie
featured plenty on curry and Hindu prayer rituals,
while delving into the deeper South African Indian
saga of immigration, persecution and liberation.

The Greek film also focused mainly on food,
family and language and religion. Popping up
throughout was the great anti-apartheid advocate,
George Bizos, who spoke about being Greek in
the context of being a good, justice-seeking South
African.

All in all, it was the usual feel-good, travel-bro-
chure stuff, deadly dull in my view but certainly
inoffensive and at bottom motivated by the film-
makers’ strong sense of pride in their respective
identities.

And the Jewish programme? This took the form
of a first-person exploration of what it meant to be
Jewish in the context of the South African histori-
cal and contemporary experience. That could have
been quite interesting, had the perspective that
emerged not been so hopelessly unrepresentative.

For a start, the narrator was, by his own
admission, little more than a Jew by birth. He
had received no Jewish education, had almost

never been to shul and was in no way involved in
Zionist-related activities. Moreover, the bulk of his
film was devoted to the voices of those similarly
on the fringes.

The result portrayed a community that was
tortured, traumatised, confused, guilt-ridden and
divided. Religion was something other Jews did,
not the “rational humanists” that were chosen to
convey to the rest of South Africa what it meant to
be Jewish.

Whereas the other communities dealt with,
depicted their South African past in terms of the
immigrant experience - a success story in which
greenhorns were able to forge a new life and
identity in a new land - Jews were depicted either
beating their breasts over their collective failure to
oppose apartheid, or having contemptuous fingers
pointed at them by those individuals who did.

Israel comes across as a kind of guilty secret,
with those who dissent from the Zionistic view
being ostracised. The whole is largely flavoured by
depictions of the Holocaust and anti-Semitism.

It is quite understandable that Greek South
Africans should be proud of George Bizos, and
that this should have featured in the documentary
on them. However, apart from Bizos (and perhaps
two or three more minor figures) how many
Greeks, in truth, were involved in anti-apartheid
activism?

Despite this, neither the Greeks nor the Italians
indulge in self-flagellating apologies for their
apartheid-era record in their respective pro-
grammes.

While the Greek community has Bizos, Jewish
anti-apartheid lawyers alone include Isie Maisels,
Sidney Kentridge, Joel Joffe and Arthur Chaskal-
son, to name just a few.

Then there are the parliamentarians (includ-
ing Helen Suzman, Harry Schwarz, Leo Lovell

and Sam Kahn), trade unionists (Solly Sachs, Ray

Alexander, Leon Levy among many others), ex-
traparliamentary activists (too numerous to even
attempt a short-list, although Lionel Bernstein,
Ruth First and Joe Slovo most readily come to
mind).

Journalists include Benjamin Pogrund and
Anton Harber, novelists, Nadine Gordimer and
playwrights and producers, Barney Simon.

It is a bizarre, as well as cruel and surely
unfair irony that this remarkable plethora of
Jews who were involved in the anti-apartheid
struggle is often used not to reflect credit on
the Jewish community as a whole, but as a way
of denouncing those Jews who did not act in the
same way.

The result is to depict Jews as being somehow
uniquely guilty of exploiting and oppressing
the black majority, even though of all the white
sub-groups, they had a genuine excuse in light of
their traumatic recent past to keep their collective
heads below the parapet.

Recent developments have shown that this kind
of finger-pointing can be taken beyond simply
judging mainstream Jewry for what happened in
the past to actively denigrating its leadership in
the present.

Now, rather than being condemned for being
merely quiescent under apartheid, its leadership
is falsely declared to have actively supported that
system.

Most recently, the SAJBD was said by the Young
Communist League of SA to have had “a long his-
tory of supporting apartheid in South Africa and
lobbying against attempts to end it”.

The more rabid wing of the anti-Israel lobby to-
day has no compunction in invoking the apartheid
experience as a way of isolating and discrediting
mainstream Jewish voices, in effect playing the
anti-white race card in order to smear Israel’s
defenders.

Govt report: IDF not
responsible for al-
Dura shooting.

JERUSALEM - An Israeli
government review of the death of
12-year-old Muhammad al-Dura
during the Al-Agsa Intifada in 2000,
has officially debunked a French
television report suggesting he was
killed by direct IDF fire.

The report, presented to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Sunday, further concluded it was
highly likely the boy survived the
incident unscathed and may still
be alive. The boy’s father urged an
international inquest.

The incident took place on
September 30, 2000 - the early
days of the Al-Agsa Intifada - when
Jamal al-Dura and his 12-year-old
son Muhammad were filmed by a
France 2 news crew taking cover
behind a concrete barrier after they
were caught in a crossfire between
Israeli soldiers and Palestinian
police forces in Netzarim Junction,
in the Gaza Strip.

France 2 reported the boy was
killed by direct fire from a nearby
IDF post. The Israeli government
review, however, examined raw
footage filmed by the France 2 crew,
and found it was edited to exclude
a part in which the boy - declared
dead by the reporter on film merely
amoment eatlier - is clearly seen
alive and moving. (JNS.org)
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Let those bridal photographs come in!

Today we publish the first batch of photographs of our lovely Jewish brides. Entries are open for Jewish Report’s
exciting and prestigious Bride of the Year 2013 competition. Enticing prizes await the winning bridal couple.
Come on, share the glory and happiness of your great day with our readers.

Rules: 4. Photographs will be printed within the timeframe and 8. Very important: Please note that all photographs MUST be

1. Entries close at the end of November 2013. (The exact date will discretion of the Jewish Report. submitted to brides@sajewishreport.co.za - a form is available
be announced later.) All brides married between January 2013 5. Photographs for submission, must be in high resolution PDF on www.sajewishreport.co.za
and November 2013, are eligible for entry. or JPEG. Send the photos to: Attention: Susan at

2. Brides must be present in South Africa at the time of judging. 6. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be brides@sajewishreport.co.za

3. The only photographs permitted for entry, are those submitted entered into. Sponsorships are still available for the competition. It carries a
by the bride herself, or by her photographer with her explicit 7. Members of Jewish Report and competition sponsors, willnot  tremendous amount of positive exposure. If you're interested,
permission. All entries MUST be signed by the bride herself. be allowed to vote on family member entries. contact advertising@sajewishreport.co.za for more details.
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Thualy Koshen
Groom’s name: Eric Herr Groom’s name: Jothan Dayan
Place of chuppah: Summer Place Place of chuppah: 5 Morribrook
Date of wedding: March 20, 2013 Avenue, Linksfield
Photographer: Splendid Date of wedding: March 19, 2013
Productions Photographer: Lawrence Paiken
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ROMY SALANT ZARA ZETLER TALI SILVER

Groom’s name: Wayne Zwiers Groom’s name: Shawn Rudnick Groom’s name: Daniel Berman
Place of chuppabh: Killarney Place of chuppah: Lord Charles Hotel, Place of chuppah: 26 Study Road
Country Club Somerset West Date of wedding: March 12, 2013
Date of wedding: March 17,2013  Date of wedding: March 3, 2013 Photographer: Andrew Knobloch
Photographer: Splendid Photographer: John Armstrong

Productions
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Please send in your photograph with:

|

: Bride's first and maiden names

| Groom's name
I Place of chuppah
I Date of wedding
I Name of photographer

: Contact telephone number (bride)
I Contact telephone number (groom)
|
|

|

|

|

|

|

|
kL

E-mail address

Postal address postcode
Cell number
Email consent given for the printing of this photograph
Would you like to get vour photographs back? YES / NO

Note: No entries will be accepted unless all the fields (name, telephone number, e-mail
address etc) are filled in correctly.
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MACCABI GAMES 2013 SUPPORTER'’S TOUR TO
ISRAEL IN CONJUNCTION WITH MACCABI
SOUTH AFRICA 15 JULY - 1 AUGUST 2013.
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In the summer of 2013, Israel will host the.world’s largest
Jewish sporting event. Thousands of spectators will be
travelling to and from the Maccabiah Games events in Israel.
Come and support your South African sportsmen
and women in Israel.

Please contact Debbie or Sandra for any assistance
with regards to flights and accommodation.
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The Travel Professionals
SA'S LEADING ISRAEL TRAVEL SPECIALIST

The Mall Offices, 11 Cradock Ave, cnr Baker St, Rosebank

011 788 2050

www.hwtexecutivetravel.co.za
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So good to be able to see Table

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

Professor Cyril Karabus does not
know whether his captors knew
he was Jewish, but feels that it
didn’t make “any damned differ-
ence” to his ordeal. “This is just
the way (things are there) - non-
Emiratis are second class citizens.

“If anything happens, if you
have a motor accident and they
drive into you, don’t bother to
fight them because you're the one
who’s going to suffer, not them.
They are superior, that’s all.”

The retired paediatric oncolo-
gist was speaking to Jewish Re-
port on his return from the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) where he
has been held for the past nine
months on charges of fraud and
manslaughter in connection with
the death of a three-year-old can-
cer patient he treated while doing
alocum there in 2002. Karabus
was in transit through Dubai
on his way back from attending
his son’s wedding in Canada last
August, when he was arrested at
the airport. Unbeknown to him,
he had been tried and convicted
in absentia in 2003 and there was
a warrant out for his arrest.

Karabus’ parents were very

active members of the Claremont
Hebrew Congregation, having
joined when the family first came
to Cape Town in 1949, making
him one of its longest-standing
members. His father, in fact,
served as chairman of the Clare-
mont Hebrew School.

‘I will never, ever fly
Emirates again and I will be
writing to all the medical
journals in the world about
this and advise people not
to fly Emirates.’

So it was not unexpected that
he, along with his Cape Town
attorney Michael Bagraim, would
make the shul one of his first
stops after his return to the coun-
try last Friday.

Arriving just before the Ma’ariv
service, he was overwhelmed
when the congregation, having
spotted him trying to make an
unobtrusive entry, broke into a
hearty rendition of Heivenu Sha-
lom Aleichem.

The quietly-spoken professor
describes it as “the big hello”,
saying it was “really quite amaz-
ing, nice to see everybody, people
I hadn’t been in touch with for
many, many months. It was very

News

impressive, Ja.”

On Shabbat morning, he “ben-
sched gomel”, the blessing said
by an individual after surviving
a life-threatening situation, an
emotional moment, enhanced by
the presence of his son and son-
in-law. His joyous arrival greeted
by hundreds at Cape Town Inter-
national Airport the previous day,
also had a Jewish flavour when
he was blessed by Rabbi Asher
Deren, chairman of the Rabbinical
Association of the Western Cape,
and a troupe of Cape minstrels
sang Hava Nagila, Heivenu Sha-
lom Aleichem and Welcome to
Cape Town.

‘I think a boycott would
have been more effective
because they (UAE) take
no notice of any protests in
the world because it’s not
reported.’

Also there were the children
from the Phyllis Jowell Jewish
Day School, singing and dancing.

While the conditions in the
Islamic UAE were not exactly
conducive to Jewish festival
observance, Karabus did the best
he could. “I must say I did go off
bread for the week of Pesach.
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Welcome home!

The medical fraternity
celebrates Prof Karabus’
sdfe return to South Africa

Sunbuwy Lifeytyle Gowp
Retirement Lodges, Hotels and Healthcare

UNITS AVAILABLE TO LET

STUDIO APARTMENTS FROM R11 360,58"
1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS FROM R13 691,16°
2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS FROM R17 843 87"

The safe home-coming of Prof Cyril Karabus, after his nine-month ordeal in the United
Arab Emirates, on fraud and manslaughter charges which were later rejected by an Abu
Dhabi court, has elicited much jubilation among the medical fraternity.

Dr Philip Matley prof, we are pleased to have you back home.
Pembury Lodge offers: From all at Dr Matley and Partners Surgical Practice.
* Family lunches with your loved ones

» Studios and one- or two-bedroom apartments Dr Solly Burgin we are happy that your ordeal has come to the end. Wish you many happy

. rs. Best regards.
* Independent and mid-care years. Best regards

* Caring friendly staff

. Dr Mossie Silbert and his wife Marlene weicome home, Cyril. We wish you good
* Three home cooked meals daily

health and much joy with your family. This message comes from Mossie Silbert, a member of your
medical fraternity, and from Marlene Silbert who has the pleasure of working with your son-in-law,
Gavin at the South African Jewish Museum.

* Daily entertainment/activities

* Weekly shopping

* Hairdresser/Pedicure/Manicure

* Transport o
* Visiting doctor

Dr Peter Baker and his wife Marleen we were appalled at the treatment you
received at the hands of the Emirates authorities and the regrettable role that the airline appeared to
have played. Good to have you back at last and may you enjoy good health and a speedy recovery

* Birthday parties
from your ordeal.

PEMBURY RETIREMENT LODGES

THE LEADER IN CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
ESTABLISHED 19

Dr Theo Kopenhager pear Prof, it was wonderful to see your smiling face and hear your
strong voice at your home-coming reception. From the evil done to you has come much good.
Strangers met and rallied to your cause. The world was made aware that natural law and human
rights are fragile concepts that require constant protection. Look how many people who have never
ever met you, fought in every way possible to bring you home. Thank goodness our fears were

not realised and that with you as the standard-bearer we can do the same for others in the same
predicament. | honour you, sir, and your strength and fortitude.

*Terms and conditions apply. Prices advertised are based on Occupancy Rights rates.

CALL US TODAY!

Melrose: (Linda) 011 327 1700 or 072 235 5364

www.pemburylifestylegroup.co.za
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Mountain again at close range...

“Yom Kippur [ was in jail, I didn’t eat
then. That was the easiest Fast I ever did,”
he laughs.

There were “quite often” times when he
thought the situation would never end.

“It just went on... you went to court and
nothing happened, or you weren’t told what
happened.

‘Yom Kippur | was in jail, |
didn’t eat then. That was
the easiest Fast | ever did.

“You had to read in the newspaper the
next day what had transpired, but they only
translated very small amounts of the court
discussion. The judge, a Moroccan, never
said a word to me.”

I suggest that the professor’s saga had
the effect of uniting South Africans more
than any politician could have done, as we
experienced his many highs and lows with
him on a continuous basis. Could he ever
have imagined that he would be a house-
hold name?

“No, not really,” he ponders. “It’s a helluva
way to go about being one, but (the sup-
port) was quite impressive, I must say.

“The amount of support I had from all
over the world also was just fantastic,” he
adds. “I got letters from a lot of people that
knew me, but also from many, many people

who were just members of various medical
societies and stuff, including one from the
Bangladesh Community of Science! I tried
to answer most of them.”

Karabus refers to the South African Medi-
cal Association’s call for a medical boycott
of the United Arab Emirates at the World
Medical Association Congress in Bali in
April, but this was “watered down” to rather
just discourage their members from work-
ing in the Emirates.

“I think a boycott would have been more
effective because they (UAE) take no notice
of any protests in the world because it’s not
reported.

“Calling for a boycott, I think, would have
made a difference because they’re very de-
pendent on foreign labour - something like
85 per cent of the population of the Emir-
ates are non-Emiratis. There’s a helluva lot
of overseas medical people there.”

| suggest that the
professor’s saga had the
effect of uniting South
Africans more than any
politician could have done.

In something of an understatement, it
emerges, Karabus says he is “not happy”
with Emirates Airlines. “They were liars and
thieves.

“They knew that there was a problem
with my visa (for Dubai) when we checked

in at Toronto,” yet they cleared him to
board the plane. “They were complicit in
having me arrested, so they’re not a bloody
airline, they’re a police force,” he says
angrily.“They also made me pay another

R1 000 to fly back home because I changed
the ticket,” he says with indignation. “I will
never, ever fly Emirates again and I will be
writing to all the medical journals in the
world about this and advise people not to
fly Emirates.”

After his release on bail from his two-
month incarceration, Karabus was not
allowed to leave the country and stayed in
Abu Dhabi for seven months with Dr Elwin
Buchel - former head of gastroenterology
at Pretoria University - an arrangement
facilitated by their mutual friend, the late
Professor Solly Marks. “He got Elwin to
come and pick me up,” Karabus recalls with
gratitude.

Driving the campaign for his release
throughout was Michael Bagraim, who
made sure that Karabus’ ordeal remained
front and centre stage in the public con-
sciousness. A labour lawyer, Bagraim does
not usually take on criminal cases such
as this. This one however was close to his
heart.

“I got a phone call at three in the morning
from the family on August 18 (last year),”
he recalls. “T've been their family attorney
for years and Cyril also happens to be (wife)
Patsy’s cousin and an incredibly good, close
friend of mine. I had no choice.

“I didn’t know what was going on - I im-

agined it was some sort of traffic offence,”
Bagraim laughs. “I said: ‘Don’t worry, I'll
sort it out and we’ll get him back here in

a few days.’ I slightly underestimated the
situation. I got embroiled in it and gave
up nine months of my life - in the last six
months I've done absolutely nothing else
from seven in the morning until seven at
night. It’s been a long haul - and the law
wasn’t helping.”

‘l got embroiled in it and gave
up nine months of my life - in
the last six months I've done
absolutely nothing else from
seven in the morning until seven
at night.

Bagraim has provided his services free
of charge. He paid tribute to businessman
Dr Igbal Surve, who had been a medical
student of Karabus in the 1980s, whose
contacts in the UAE were the ones that
finally “bore fruit”.

For Karabus, to return home after nine
long months was, needless to say, “fantas-
tic. To come down and see Table Mountain,
Signal Hill, Lion’s Head from the plane, was
just tremendous.”

Karabus kept a diary while he was there
and said he “might” write a book on his
experience. But for the moment he is just
content “trying to find my feet again - I
don’t even remember where things are in
the house!”

Have you nominated your Jewish achiever yet?

OWN CORRESPONDENT

The glamorous Jewish Achievers Gala Ban-
quet, hosted as in previous years by the SA
Jewish Report, which honours members of
the Jewish community who have excelled in
business, entrepreneurship, as well asin a
number of additional categories, takes place
in August and nominations are already com-
ing in for the various categories.

Our readers are invited to nominate people
whom they consider worthy of receiving any
of these awards.

The Business and Entrepreneurial awards
are judged by a panel of independent busi-
nesspeople, financial journalists, stockbrokers
and representatives from Absa (the event’s
main sponsor) who interview all of the can-
didates.

The Business and Entrepreneurial
awards are judged by a panel

of independent businesspeople,
financial journalists, stockbrokers
and representatives from Absa who
interview all of the candidates.

In the past both President Nelson Mandela
and Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
were honoured for their contribution to
South Africa.

The Cell C Helen Suzman Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award goes to a Jewish person who has
contributed in an extraordinary manner, in
his or her specific field, over a lengthy period
of time.

The Absa Listed Company Award goes to a
Jewish person in a senior leadership position
within a listed company, who has achieved
enormous success worthy of recognition.

The Absa Unlisted Company Award goes to
a Jewish person who is in a senior leadership

position in an unlisted company and who
has achieved enormous success worthy of
recognition.

The Absa Entrepreneur Award goes to a
Jewish person who has shown enormous en-
trepreneurial flair and business innovation.

The Community Service Award goes to a
Jewish person who has served the Jewish
community with remarkable distinction.

The Arts, Science, Sports & Culture Award
goes to a Jewish person who has excelled in
any of the aforementioned spheres.

The Chivas Humanitarian Award in honour
of the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, goes to
either a Jewish or non-Jewish person who
has contributed substantially to the bet-
terment of the lives of the people of South
Africa.

Nominations should include:

The nominee’s name, telephone number
and e-mail address.

The award for which the nominee is nomi-
nated.

A short motivation for the nomination.

All nominations can be e-mailed
to nominations@SAJewishReport.
co.za

The closing date for nominations
is June 28, 2013.

The prestigious black-tie gala
dinner in the Maroela Room of the
Sandton Sun on August 15, will
be attended by approximately 600
influential guests.

THEISASFINIS®
SPORTS]QUI

A STORY WILL BE TOLD
A SPORTS QUIZ TO BE HELD
A CHARITY TO BENEFIT

AN EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED

h

Sandton Sun Maroela Room : 19h00

R12 000 for a table of 10

THURSDAY 13 JUNE 2013

TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christy Hughes at MSCSPORTS

christy@mscsports.co.za or 011 646 7340
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sasfin bank

a partner beyond expectations
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‘Rega’ - not for heallng but for change

ROBYN SASSEN

In the 1980s in Tel Aviv, an art
movement called “Rega” (Hebrew
for “A Moment”) was born,
bringing together Jewish and
Arab artists. Its agenda was about

Photograph by Robyn Sassen

activism through art.

This week two key collaborators
- and veteran visual artists in
Israel - who met through Rega,
and have given Rega’s philosophy
momentum throughout Israel,
Israeli David Wakstein and Druze
Asad Azi, were invited by Tararam,
the Israel Embassy’s cultural arm,
to show work at the Stephan Welz
Gallery in Sandton.

“We came together to paint
together and ask naive and
very important questions,” said
Wakstein. “We exhibited work
all over, at big city museums and in their demographics.”
small galleries. Since then our Their art stations are about
dialogue has continued.

“Rega was very prolific. Life and  about dialogue. “Financially, we
“We don’t
enjoy government support. But
that doesn’t matter to us. What

we are doing is sensitive, it is

conflict in Israel were backdrop are alone,” he adds.
to our work. We have established
several ‘art stations’ in areas from
Ramle and Nazareth to Oramim
and Ofaqim. Mostly, our young sophisticated and it is not for

artists are half Arabs, half women  profit. Our art is a mirror.”

teaching art, as much as they are

Asad Azi and David Wakstein méasure their work preparatory to hanging it in the gallery, late last week.

In South Africa for the first
time, Wakstein and Azi express

change.”

curiosity in the legacy left in
“We have to
learn. Our roots, our symbols

apartheid’s wake.

and our differences, but also
our connections are what bind
us; we aim to touch the heart of

the problems through our work. at Wits university.

The threat of protest looms over
this exhibition, given the recent
bout of anti-Israel violent protest
on the part of BDS supporters,
and the disruption of a piano
recital by Israeli-born pianist Yossi
Reshef just over two months ago,

not perturbed. “I need to look
my attacker in the eyes,” said
Azi. “These people are so wrong.
Millions of people live in Israel.
Everyone wants to solve the
Israeli/Palestinian problem.

“If they cause trouble, they will
be shutting our mouths, but more
importantly, their own eyes. What
they are doing is ridiculous. Art
is opposite to the values they are
espousing.

“But our ways are soft. We are
not warriors in the conventional
sense; in our work, there is no
border between art and politics.
But, unlike them, we can change
lives and minds.

“Our position in the Middle
East is very important for the
development of our own aesthetic.

“Many Arab men and women are
coming to study art in a Western
framework. They are freaked out
by the different aesthetic values:

I was too, as a young artist, but

it has been important to me to
understand the different qualities
in my art and to grow from being
a painter from the East trying to
paint in a Western style, into just

Our art is not for healing but for

The two visiting artists are

a painter.”
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Saturday 15 June 2013
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Sanctioned by
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Show with an underlying
theme of faux sweetness

Show: ‘Sentimental Value’, Liz Loubser Gallery, 11
Cecilia Avenue, Risidale, (011) 782-4051
Until: May 31

i | REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

A soldier, bodily phrased in a state of combat, with his
arms asunder and helmeted head focused, is a cliché
rendered so by hundreds of years of toy culture and his
height of maybe 3cm.

These miniature people were cast in tin, later in plastic,
and made available en masse for little boys the world over,
by the squadron. Jeweller Geraldine Fenn takes them
some steps further, alongside a simple Lego brick and a
pair of shoes made for a Barbie doll, in her impeccable,
darkly edged wearable art.

Both Fenn and Gina Waldman, Wits-trained artists,
haven’t been on the gallery circuit for some years; their
finely tuned essays on the culture of kitsch, lined with
commercialism, fantasy and cliché are easy on the eye,
sharp on the context. It’s also work that’s imminently
haveable.

Waldman works with an array of collage elements,
drawing from 1950s children’s illustrated books and
comics, but also filled with beads, bobbles and do-dads,
glitter, butterfly wings, fake pearls and gimlets.

All the kind of stuff that the nursery rhymes define as
what little girls love. The more successful of these pieces
are the frenetically busy ones, which play, wisely and
wittily, with perceptions of the cute, the feminine and the
precious in a manner neither destructive nor discursive,
nor sterilely self-indulgent and conceptual, but rather
almost complicit in its superficial gentleness.
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Geraldine Fenn’s Gold Lego Brick, Gold Barbie Shoe and
Gold Soldier. 9ct yellow gold.

It’s pretty. The closer you look, however, the more you
understand how she’s turning all these iiber kitsch coins
upside-down and inside out. Sometimes, she’s eviscerating
them. Ultimately she’s yielding a body of work which is
fresh and fanciful, but stripped of its veneers.

There’s an underlying theme of faux sweetness in this
whole show, professionally exhibited and niftily hung,
as it is, in this relatively new gallery which specialises in
jewellery design.

In one series of work by both Fenn and Waldman,
there’s a foray into teardrops which is deliciously sarcastic,
bordering on the hilariously melodramatic images of
tears or tear-stained women that artists associated with
European surrealism used and quoted in their work.

The impact here is beautiful and outrageous but
reflexive on a society that in spite of how developed it
might have become in the corridors of universities, retains
its conservative understanding of gender roles

VASSILY PRIMAKOV piano
2002 Winner Young Concert Artists Int. Auditions NY
2007 'Best Young Artist of the Year'

Sat 2 June - Linder Auditorium - 17:00
Chopin (polonaises, mazurkas)

Liszt Funerailles & Sonata in B Minor .
BOOKING AT COMPUTICKET

WWW.jms.org.za

JOHANNESBURG MUSI(AI. SO(IETY

*No credit card facility at Linder

and cultural imperatives, at home.

Fenn contemplates and disembowels the
notion of preciousness in our society with a
firm hand and a sophisticated jeweller’s loupe.
Her one Barbie shoe, cast in 9 ct yellow gold -
or in sterling silver and manifesting as a pair
of earrings or a pendant on a chain - speaks of
a culture of fun, underlined by the solemnity
of money which corrupts and exposes it and
renders it all a little rotten with sweetness. It’s

all about value. And things close to the heart,

or what society deems the heart.



Post-Shavuot reflections

The meaning for the
Jewish people of the
recently concluded
Shavuot festival can
aptly be summed
up by the famous
phrase from the Torah
Naaseh v'nishma -
“We will do and we
will hear”.

One of the
many possible
interpretations of this
collection assertion by

our ancestors is that
Judaism is a religion
Mary Kluk committed to action
National Chairman and not simply to
affirmations of faith.
Jews are not required to cut themselves off
from the world and life lives of monastic
isolation. Rather, their religious heritage

requires them to become involved in

every aspect of daily living, with a view to
elevating both themselves and the society of
which they are a part.

It is a source of constant inspiration to me
to witness at first hand just how much our
Jewish community is doing, whether in the
realm of ensuring the continuation of a full
and meaningful Jewish life, or in working
for the greater good of South Africa.

Wherever there is an organised Jewish
presence in this country, no matter how
small, one will always find communal
activities whose purpose is to assist needy
members of the greater society.

Another important dimension of outreach
is engaging in initiatives aimed at building
bridges of friendship and understanding
between South Africans of all creeds and
culture.

In the latter area, the various branches
of the SAJBD have traditionally been very
much involved, and thus was the case over
the past week. For the first time, there

was a substantial Jewish presence at the
annual Gandhi Walk in Lenasia, where Board
and other community members were part

of an inspiring bonding experience with
thousands of fellow-South Africans of all
backgrounds.

In that same week, Board representatives
took part in a Hate Crimes Working Group
strategy session in Johannesburg, while our
Cape Town staff met with representatives
of the SA Black Entrepreneurs Forum in
connection with the forthcoming joint
function to be held at Investec Bank at the
end of July.

All these and other similar initiatives
play a vital part in our being an active,
identifying part of South African society.
They are all the more important at a
time when malicious voices, often thinly
disguised as anti-Israel activism, are once
again seeking to portray mainstream Jewry
as working against the interests of this
country.

Cyril Karabus comes home at last

The story of Dr Cyril Karabus has gripped the
Jewish world over the past nine months. The
day after Shavuot, he at last returned home,
to a rapturous welcome by the Cape Town
community. His arrival in shul in Claremont
that night was a particularly joyous occasion,
which my daughter and son-in-law were
privileged to be a part of.

We applaud everyone involved in bringing
this saga to a happy conclusion, with a special
mention of the role played by Dr Karabus’
legal representative in South Africa, Michael
Bagraim.

Michael has rendered extensive service to
South African Jewry over many years, including
as national chairman of the SAJBD. The part
he played in bringing Cyril Karabus home will
certainly rank as one of his finest achievements.

« Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board
Talk on 101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00-
13:00.

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

There is only One Address

tragic loss.

that matter.”

s
e

ChevrahKadisha chevisa one-stop address for
ST any Jew in need of any kind of
help.
Think for a moment, as I did,
Michael Sieff \t/vha;cf it me.ans1 fc:; a C(glnmun}ity
Group CEO o offer a single door throug

available. Whatever kind of assistance is needed, is
certain to be in there somewhere, through that single

entrance, at that one address.

Over cheesecake and coffee

this past Yomtov, I was in the
company of a couple who had
just returned from an extended
overseas visit to spend time with
family who had experienced a

“There isn’t anything like the
Chev over there,” they said, “or
anywhere else in the world, for

We discussed what that meant

for a while and the more we
talked, the clearer it became. The

which a vast range of help is

to have today.

anywhere else in the world.”

Feedbackethechev.org.za

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

Maybe it’s burial or accommodation? Perhaps the
person is in search of financial assistance or care for a
parent suffering with dementia? How about someone
facing depression, divorce or addiction?

Through that door are experienced counsellors,
support groups, comforting words and attentive ears.
Guidance, support and hope are all available.

I don’t take any credit for this, but rather acknowl-
edge, with huge admiration, the calibre of a community
that had the insight, foresight and compassion to es-
tablish such an inspired structure from the get-go, and
to sustain and expand it to become what we are blessed

Everyone knows that if you're in trouble, you come
to the Chev. And if you are able to help those in trou-
ble, you come to the Chev too - to give.

The thing is, you come to the Chev, because there is
ONE ADDRESS, and everyone knows it.

That’s why, when South Africans are away from
home, and in pain, they see clearly what is made con-
spicuous by its absence: “There is nothing like the Chev

May our partnership continue to thrive!

@ LIBERTY

Sales and Marketing Insurance for Liberty

and the lives of others.

Planners for Liberty.

Job description:

Retain existing business
Grow existing business.
To build a long-term professional, profitable practice.

Liberty is a leading South African financial service provider that serves individual, business
and institutional clients. We believe in people who believe in themselves and have a
strong desire to make a success of their lives, and strive to create an environment where
motivated people with a positive attitude can really make a difference in their own lives

We are looking for individuals who are hard working, ambitious, career driven with
effective marketing skills, and strong confident personalities to be become Financial

Requirements: Matric; Tertiary qualification advantageous; Minimum 2-4 years working
experience in Sales and Marketing/Sales Consultant position; Must be computer literacy
skills; Own transport and valid driver’s licence a must. Must be earning 8ooo or more; be
employed or unemployed for less than 3 months; and be fluent in English and Afrikaans.

e To prospect for new clients and market Liberty products

e To conduct a professional Financial Needs Analysis to make needs based
commendation that could lead to a sale.
To achieve monthly and annual sales targets as set out by Liberty.

Liberty is offering a fixed income between R8,000 - R25,000, impressive Commission
Structure, full training & development to achieve a Certified Financial Planning
qualification, and a defined career path with ongoing support.

We are looking for success and target driven individuals with excellent communication
skills, an eagerness to build a career in the financial industry with the ability to adapt to
fast paced environment, and hardworking individuals.

Email lerato.kadiaka@liberty.co.za or call 073 446 1467

Liberty Group Ltd is an Authorised Financial Services Provider in terms of the FAIS Act (Licence No. 2409).

Original gates of Bulawayo
cemetery rededicated

DAVID SAKS

Bulawayo’s Jewry came together just before
Shavuot for a rededication ceremony for the
Jewish cemetery’s original gates.

A plaque in memory of past and present
members of the city’s Chevrah Kadisha was
unveiled. Afterwards, the gathering moved on
to the Jewish aged home, Savyon Lodge, to
celebrate the 90th birthday of Harry Shmeiz-
er, who immigrated to the then Southern
Rhodesia from Eastern Europe as a youth and
is today the congregation’s lay reader.

From a peak of over 3 500, the community

now numbers under 100, but the congrega-
tion holds regular Shabbat and Yomtov ser-
vices. There are more than 1 200 graves in the
well-maintained cemetery, some dating back
well over a century.

Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiritual leader
of the African Jewish Congress, focused on
the eternal nature of the Jewish people in his
address. The inscription on the cemetery gates
- Beit Olam - meant “House of Eternity”, and
alluded to the commitment the Jewish people
show to maintaining their traditions. Despite
its small size the Bulawayo community contin-
ued to epitomise this unfaltering dedication.

L A

s T

Anglican Father Francis Day; Harry Shmeizer; Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft; Hylton Solomon; Brian Sher;

Raymond Roth; and Cantor Eric Wiener in front of the gates and memorial stone.

REQUIREMENTS:

* Prior CSO training an added advantage

o Excellent interpersonal skills
¢ Fully computer literate

* Leadership qualities
* (andidate must be PSIRA compliant

Salary negotiable.

Only short listed candidates will be considered.
Overtime is an essential component of the position.

The €SO (Gauteng) invites candidates to apply
for position/s as Area Security Supervisors:

Any candidate must be Jewish and motivated to be involved in community life.

The majority of this work will be done in the Victory Park area.

* Practical experience and skills in the security industry
¢ Security technology qualifications an added advantage

» Strong work ethic and an ability to meet deadlines
* Be able to physically accomplish tasks set

Please submit your CV with contact details via e-mail to

laurens@cso.org.za or fax: 086-613-7812.
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Disclaimer

directors of the Jewish Report.

The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be expressed. Opinions
articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff or

Guidelines for letters

Letters up to 400 words get preference. Provide your full name, place of residence, and daytime contact phone
number. We do not publish letters under noms de plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be
edited or shortened. The Editor, PO Box 84650, Greenside, 2034 email: sharon@sajewishreport.co.za

NETANYAHU GOVERNMENT IS SHAMING JEWS WHO ADVOCATE PALESTINIAN

DIALOGUE

In the Jewish Report of May 10, Dennis
Kahlberg asks us: What do we want to stop
the JNF from doing?

In a nutshell, Mr Kahlberg, the answer is
provided on page 13 of the very same Jewish
Report issue: “ A Knesset committee has
advanced a plan to resettle 30 000 Bedouin...
The Association of Civil Rights in Israel
said it would “cause the displacement and
forced eviction of dozens of villages and
tens of thousands of Bedouin residents,
dispossessing them of their property and
historical rights to their lands, destroying
the social fabric of their communities and
sealing the fate of thousands of families into
poverty and unemployment.

“All of this while the government
simultaneously promotes the establishment
of new Jewish communities, some of which
are even planned to be built on the fresh
ruins of Bedouin villages.”

The JNF is integrally involved in this
campaign which has already seen the
bulldozing of many such villages. The
initiative is also known as “greening of the
Negev” to which, we as South African Jews
have been invited by the JNF to contribute.
And in this we find a potted history of
dozens of pre-1948 Palestinian villages.

With regard to your other comments, space
will not allow a comprehensive response, but
let us reiterate that Stop the JNF does not
call for the destruction of the State of Israel.
What we call for is a negotiated settlement
with Palestinians that respects individual

and collective rights as enshrined in various
UN Charters and the South African Bill of
Rights.

As such we support the demand that Israel
cease its armed occupation and annexation
of the West Bank and East Jerusalem and
its siege on Gaza, and cease its current
denial of basic human rights to those under
occupation.

Moreover discrimination against non-
Jewish citizens of Israel such as the Bedouin,
must come to an end. Because of these
injustices, it is widely acknowledged that
the Netanyahu government is leading
Israel deeper and deeper into isolation and
shaming Jews who advocate dialogue and
responsible morally founded action.

In general, non-violent protest against
these Israeli policies is essential so as to show
solidarity with those Israelis and Palestinians
who share universal concerns for justice and
peace and to confront the Zionist movement
with the current reality.

Such acts of solidarity clearly do not
include support for terrorism of any kind -
whether committed by Hamas, Hezbollah,
the Israeli government or Jewish religious/
nationalist settlers on the West Bank.

Lastly, we do not believe that the Jewish
community should be deprived of freedom of
association and assembly and do not support
actions that imperil or deny that.

Allan Horwitz
Media spokesman, Stop the JNF

PUTTING KABBALAH IN TRUE PERSPECTIVE

In a recent letter to Jewish Report, Yossi
Bogacz argued that the Holocaust, which we
refer to as the Shoah, could never have been
part of G-d’s plan.

Martin Zagnoev disputes this and,
inter alia, draws attention to a Kabbalistic
explanation “that someone who has done
wrong in a previous life might be given
another chance in a future incarnation”.

It is interesting that this idea is similar to
the Hindu/Buddhist belief of karma, which
states that a person in this life has to atone
for sins committed in a previous one.

Zagnoev explains: “Perhaps G-d gathered
together the souls of six million sinners from
throughout history and enabled them to be
‘purified’ in this way...” (My italics.)

The Shoah involved the slaughter of six
million Jews including one and a half million
children.

It was enabled by the German population,
which today numbers some 78 million, and
the populations of Poland, Lithuania, Latvia,

the Ukraine, Hungary and Romania, totalling
millions of people, far in excess of our six
million Jews.

The populations in Central and Western
Europe may not have been aware of the
extremes of what has been termed “The Final
Solution”. Those in Eastern Europe witnessed
it in all its horror. Most preferred to be
bystanders, many participated in the murder
of their Jewish neighbours. How many
disapproved?

If karma was at work in the Shoah and
thereby “purified” six million guilty souls,
then it was not a very cost-effective method.
How many millions of souls drew the guilt of
karma on to themselves in assisting in this
“purification” process? Did Hitler rank with
the angels in carrying out G-d’s plan?

And if it was not G-d’s plan, then where
was G-d?

Don Krausz
Killarney, Johannesburg

taxability

expert knowledge and experience
in all areas of personal, corporate,
indirect and international tax
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KARABUS ORDEAL SHOULD BE A WARNING LIGHT FOR ALL WESTERNERS

Professor Cyril Karabus , according to a
Sunday newspaper was “totally bloody
shocked” when told by a customs official (in
the United Arab Emirates on his way through
to South Africa) that they were detaining him
because of a murder charge.

His arrest and detention should serve
as a warning to all Westerners (including
Jews) who travel to these Arab and Muslim
countries for whatever reason.

It is well-documented that these countries
are intolerant of virtually all Western customs,
including religion, alcohol, sex and the like.

These Arab and Muslim countries also
practise racism and despite their accusations
against Israel of human rights abuses, they

themselves are primary abusers of women,
children and other human rights.

Their intolerance features among their own;
Sunnis and Shi’'ites are constantly at war with
one another.

They are unable to live in peace with
themselves. How on earth can anyone expect
them to behave any differently towards
Westerners (and Jews)?

Any person, particularly Jewish, who goes
to an Arab country must realise that they
may be subjected to dreadful abuse and even
perhaps a life threatening situation.

Nathan Cheiman
Northcliff, Johannesburg

EXPRESSION OF JEWISH FAITH ANSWERS BOGACZ’S MISGIVINGS

I agree with Yossi Bogacz, who in a letter to
Jewish Report commented on the sadness
of our 4 000-year history - the tragedy and
atrocities and suffering of our people; that
the Jewish nation that has done so much
for the world, should be even now hated and
persecuted.

Also, why the governments of the world
should behave in this strange manner I cannot
even (begin to) understand. It is foolish as
well as wrong - “for the Jews have stood by
the graves of all our oppressors in turn”.

But to answer his arguments: The reason for
our unique greatness, why we were chosen as
receivers of the Torah, is our indomitable faith

in a live, active, benevolent, understanding,
jealous G-d, who exclaims: “I will be with you,
My people.”

Then again, we proclaim to the world:
“Though He slay Me, yet will I trust in Him.”

This is the last word of Jewish nationalism.
Words expressed over and over by many
Jewish and non-Jewish philosophers. To sum
it all up: “The beginning of wisdom is the fear
of the L-rd.” Thanks for allowing me to express
my faith.

Richard Altschuler
Cheltondale,
Johannesburg

JEWS SHOULD AVOID ANY ARAB COUNTRY LIKE THE PLAGUE

Be warned! The horrific episode that Prof
Cyril Karabus has suffered for nine months in
the United Arab Emirates, should serve as a
lesson to us Yidden.

In my opinion, if you are anything of a
professional, you should never take up any
temporary or permanent work in any Arab
country, In fact one should never travel on
any airplane flying through Arab land.

To make my point clear - have nothing to
do with these evil people. This should also
apply to business.

Will we never learn? They do not deserve
the use of our talents, knowledge, intellect,
etc.

In fact, world Jewry ought to have no
dealings with the Arab people, whether it be
business, humanitarian, co-operation., etc

To my mind this is the only way as ordinary
citizens, to deal with them. Perhaps then the
message will penetrate their thick skulls.

Maurice Skikne
Johannesburg

FOR THE RECORD: Marice Gerson’s “Overnight brisket”recipe

In our recent Shavuot recipes feature, an error occurred in the text of Marice Gerson’s “Overnight

brisket”recipe .

The correct temperature for cooking the brisket should read “around 100 to 120 degrees, in other
words low; It is 175 to 200 Fahrenheit and not Celsius as the recipe stated.

We regret the error.
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Mezuzot,
Tefillin &
Sifrei

Torah,

Contact Rabbi
Hylton Herring
072 149 3610 for a
door-to-door service.

» CHECKING BY EXPERT SOFER
* PURCHASING -+ AFFIXING

When last were your
Mezuzahs checked?

A professional scribe - over 30 years
experience (Rabbi Klein) — will

Supplier of new Scrolls and Tefillin

We will remove and refit your Mezuzah

Phone Ivor on
(011) 615-8738 or 082-682-3438

NB: Mezuzahs and Tefillin must be
checked twice every seven years

LIFTS OFFERED

MEMORIALS LIFTS OFFERED
Hawley Marble and
Granite Works Est. “}'N
1948tMZ\r/1unk1erIIEtatl CA'PE TO
masons. We are proud SHUTTLE
to have served the T
Johannesburg Jewish COMING TO
dcomcrjrmni\t(y for manyrt CAPE TOWN?
ecades. Your suppo
is much apprecia’izd. MmRDABLE
ecohlentiouier || RATES
Chaim Silver AJRPORT
(011) 485-3005 TMSFER‘;
IR || FROM R200
BEAUTY & HEALTH NEW
AUDIOLOGIST [N it
VEHICLE
PHONE ANDY
HELLY NATHAN et
Manor Medical Centre
189 Kelvin Drive AIRPORT
Moringside Manor SHUTTLE

Tel: 0861-266-563
(0661-Book Me)
Wi knaudiology.co.za

INDIVIDUALISED
SERVICE FORALL YOUR
HEARING NEEDS

To OR Tambo
from R160
To Lanseria
from R210

Reasonable rates to
all other areas
SAM
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

LIFTS SERVICE
to and from airport,
to go shopping,
to the doctor, or
wherever you
need to go.
Contact Gerald
on 082-907-5507
or (011) 786-6580
for a safe and
reliable service

Experienced, reliable
driver able to lift you
anywhere/ anytime 24
hours. Courier work
undertaken.
Please call Paul
083-542-6480

BRIAN K LIFT
SERVICE & COURIER
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM
R160. Secure, comfortable

and safe. Anywhere 24/7.
(Jhb - Pta) CALL BRIAN ON
076-533-1440

For the first time in

LIFTS OFFERED
SMILE-LEE’S LIFTS
Arreliable lift service.

Specialising in lifts to and
from airports, shops,
appointments, casinos
and courier.
Charne 083-391-6612

AIRPORT TRANSFERS
GENERAL
TRANSPORT: JHB
Affordable lifts offered.
New car with air-condi-
tion (up to 10 people).
Not on Shabbos.
Please Call Yoram
082-372-1863

A-TAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky
chauffeur you to your
destination in Jo'burg and
back. Only R120 round trip
for 20kms.

Tel: 082-399-6187

LIFTS OFFERED

CAPE TOWN

HOWIE'S SHUTTLE

Cinng -
":JJ-”'.-L-' LU

- AIRPORT TRANGFERS
- GENERAL TRANSPORT

WWW.howiesshutile.co.za
Please phong Howard
062-711-4616

EMPLOYMENT

OFFERED

HOUSEKEEPER/COOK
REQUIRED
Can anyone recommend a
reliable, honest house-
keeper/experienced cook,
with excellent general
domestic skills. Fulltime
live-in, who can be left
in charge of Hyde Park
duplex and dogs as couple
travel extensively.

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

S — -
1 1

SPACIOUS, LUXU-
: RIOUS FLAT FOR :
, SALE IN SEA POINT ,
1 R4 500 000, 190m?, 1
sunny, 3 beds, 3 |
baths, (2 en-suite), 1
guest loo, lounge, :
interleading dining-
room, interleading !
study/TV room, long |
open balcony off all 1
living rooms, kitchen :
& laundry, security,
garage & parking bay. !
High up, between |
main road & 1
beachfront. :
Call ALEC COHEN ,
083-377-5196/(021) !
439-8833/8835 |
ALEXANDER &
ASSOCIATES !

FOR RENT

Tastefully renovated four-
bedroom house with three
bathrooms in Fairmount.
Long- or short-term rental.
Call Yoni 082-339-2358

PRESTIGE HOME
MANAGEMENT:
ATLANTIC SEABOARD
AND SURROUNDING
AREA

T T T T T e e
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A1 PLUMBERS

10% discount for penslonses

MAINTENANCET a
FLOODED QUT?

HO HOT WATER?
BLOCKED DRAINGT?
GEYSER REFPAIRST

{D11) G46-3412

L B N O

EXTRA COST

SILVER
REPAIR &
REPLATING
(011) 334 1102
082-473-6040

WANTED

IF YOU WANT
T0 BUY
OR SELL A
VEHICLE

DECEASED ESTATE
HOUSE CLEAR-
ANCES

Entire households

its history, the World
Jewish Congress (WJC)
has elected two women’s
organisations to their
executive committee,
including the Interna-
tional Council of Jewish
Women (ICJW).

At the WJC Plenary
Assembly in Budapest
on May 7, the ICJW was
one of three interna-
tional Jewish organisa-
tions elected to the WJC
executive committee.
ICJW was elected with
191 out of a possible 253 votes, together with
World ORT and WIZO.

ICJW will be represented at the WJC by Sara
Winkowski from Montevideo, Uruguay. She
has served twice as vice-president on the WJC
Executive Committee and has held many senior
positions in international Jewish and non-Jew-
ish organisations, including president of ICJW
from 2002 - 2006.

The ICJW gives a voice to Jewish women
around the world. Established in 1912, ICJW is
an umbrella organisation representing Jewish

Margot Segal

National President

women'’s organisations and individual members
in 43 countries. It has consultative status at
the United Nations as a non-governmental or-
ganisation (NGO) with the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOCQ), and maintains permanent
delegations in New York, Geneva, Vienna and
Paris.

ICIJW is also represented at the Council of
Europe, the European Women’s Lobby, the
International Council of Women, the World
Jewish Congress, and many other international
and regional organisations.

We are well into the 21st century and Jewish
women are not only the majority of the Jewish
people, they are highly educated, articulate and
well-organised. So why haven’t they achieved
equality? The ICJW, of which the Union of
Jewish Women of South Africa is an af-
filiate, held a demonstration at the Knes-
set last Sunday, entitled “Jewish Women
Worldwide Demand Equality”.

Dressed in white and carrying placards with
the flags of over 20 countries, women from the
US, UK, Israel, France, Switzerland, Belgium,
Australia, South Africa, Canada, Columbia, Uru-
guay and Croatia, stood silently, but powerfully.

They reminded us that despite the re-
markable progress made by women in the
“feminist revolution” of the past 50 years,

Recent contactable We provide a professional
references essential. and personal holme
Start asap. management service to
Diana 082-881-2727 PFO_PGITY owners.
+ Managing your property

+ General maintenance
+ Domestic services
* Preparation of property

EMPLOYMENT

WANTED

Mature, reliable, experi- for arrival
enced nanny and caregiver | , Grocery shopping
seeks employment. « Inventory checks
Live-in or live-out. Contact Herschel
Please call at Prestige Home
ALICE 071-721-9211. Management to arrange a

References available

ACCOMMODATION

confidential meeting:
E-mail hersch@
pricecommercial.co.za

WANTED Mobile: 083-675-7643
wAiDs Roon | | I
REQUIRED Look- APPLIANCE

REPAIRS ON-SITE
Fridges, stoves,
washing machines,
tumbledriers and
dishwashers.
Free quotations!
CALL JASON
082-401-8239

ing to rent a maids
room in Sandown/
Strathavon/Athol
and surrounding ar-
eas. Please contact
Nikki 082-450-9627

women in general and Jewish women in
particular, still suffer from inequality in
almost every area of contemporary life.

Decision making in government is still domi-
nated almost entirely by men. Yes, the recent
elections in Israel have resulted in the largest
number of female MKs serving in the Knesset,
but that number is 27. Certainly not 50 per cent
and therefore not even close to equality.

Several female ministers are holding impor-
tant portfolios, but the Cabinet is clearly male
dominated and decision making at the highest
levels of government is controlled by them.

Economic equality, as recently shown in sev-
eral studies, does not exist. Women earn more
than 30 per cent less than men, even when they
hold executive positions. This inequality exists
despite the fact that in Israel women are more
highly educated than men.

Somehow, the academic achievement of Jew-
ish women does not translate into economic
equality. While this economic inequality is
found in the public as well as private sectors,
it is particularly existent in Jewish communal
organisations worldwide. Jewish women are
rarely hired as CEOs of major Jewish organisa-
tions, and when they do break through that
glass ceiling, they are paid less than their male
colleagues.

cleared, professionally
and confidentially. Il cﬂ'"'nﬂ'l':
take the burden off
your shoulders and
pay you for it. s“llv
Please contact
Ladislav Miklas KRAME“
079-810-8837
For a trusted and pro- 082‘922‘3591
fessional service. Also
clear garages, cellars,
storage rooms and M|SCELLANEOUS
storage facilities. e —
POLISH CITIZENSHIP GET YOUR ISRAELI
Many South African Jews PRE-PAID SIM CARD
may be eligible for Polish BEFORE YOU GO
citizenship based on ances-
tral lineage. Many areas of i mﬂ;ﬂmw
Greater Lithuania including o
Vilna, fell within the territorial g mﬁmogw
borders of Poland. If you are
interested in obtaining Polish No Roaming Fees +
citizenship, please contact incoming calls free
me. | specialise in obtaining To Order Contact:
Polish citizenship for people MOBILE ZONE
with a Polish background. 072-270-0460
Rael Cynkin CA (SA) simcards@office.co.za
rael@icon.co.za www.mobilezone.co.il
083-346-4627 E——

Original Antique Shabbos Candlesticks

Russian-Polish-Austro Hungarian

Call 082-566-4155

A column of the Union of Jewish Women

International Council of Jewish Women join WJC

Religious inequality is perhaps the most
glaring and painful form of inequality. The
Jewish divorce process is completely controlled
by male Orthodox rabbis. We are all aware of
the tragic and shameful existence of agunot,
women trapped in an unwanted or non-existent
marriage because their husbands refuse to give
them a get or bill of divorcement.

Women cannot be appointed as rabbini-
cal court judges (dayanim) and the statutory
Commission to Appoint Dayanim is currently
unable to function because for the first time in
almost two decades not even one woman has
been appointed or elected to the Commission.

Women’s organisations petitioned the Su-
preme Court to rectify this situation and the
case is pending. Legislation has been pro-
posed which would guarantee three places
on the 10 member commission to women
and add another position which would be
held for a woman. Even if this legislation
should be passed, which is doubtful, women
would still be in the minority on the Com-
mission. Yes, despite a great deal of progress
in the last 50 years, Jewish women have not
yet achieved full equality. We should all be
joining effort to achieve this goal.

This column is paid for by the UIW
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" o ROCKING THE BOAT
‘}‘ .~ Jack Milner

When one thinks back to the origins

of cricket, one cannot help regressing

to the days of the British Empire. Even
today, when one considers the countries
who dominate in the sport, they all are
prominent members of the British Com-
monwealth.

South Africa may have broken away
from the Commonwealth in 1961, as a
result of its apartheid policies, but joined
again after the 1994 democratic election.

Israel managed to shun the British in-
fluence post-1948, but so many countries
connected to the Commonwealth having
some sort of influence on their sport-
ing interests, there had to be a place for
cricket.

Very much like tennis, in which Ian
Froman led the way, cricket in Israel has
a predominantly South African influence
and flavour, courtesy of two Capetonians.
Leading the way is Stanley Perlman, cur-
rent chairman of the Israeli Cricket Asso-
ciation, and ably assisting him is Herschel
Gutman, who played for the Israeli team,
then became a player/coach for a while
and is now coaching in Israel.

Sport

An honour for Herschel Gutman and
a farewell to Sir Alex Ferguson

His efforts were rewarded when he was
named Coach of the Year at the recent
European Coach Awards for 2013.

Gutman earned the award for leading
the coach development programme in
Israel. He is an ECB Level 3 Performance
Coach and ECB Tutor /Assessor and has
established a night cricket league which
runs successfully across Israel with over
10 teams participating for the league
title.

Gutman is also leading a successful
coach and player development pro-
gramme within Israel.

In a statement Perlman heaped praise
on Gutman: “Herschel has been our
NCDO for nearly four years and his una-
bated enthusiasm, dedication and love
for the game, is evident wherever he goes.
Whether it be at the schools in the nets
or on the field, Herschel will always be
there with a 100 per cent effort.

“He has instigated and introduced many
new forms of the game to Israeli cricket,
but more so the way he puts everything
across to the players is a sight to behold.
With Herschel at the helm of cricket de-
velopment in Israel, we can expect much
success for Israeli cricket in the future.”

Gutman will be invited to attend ICC
European Presidents’ Day which will be
hosted on finals day at the ICC European
Division 1 Championship.

Israel received another accolade when
George Sheader was named runner-up in

the “Outstanding Contribution” category.

What I did find interesting in the state-
ment from the ICC was who currently
holds the position of director of cricket
at Guernsey Cricket Board — Nic Pothas,
who was a wicketkeeper/batsman for the
Highveld Strikers but when the position
became available in the national team,
Pothas was overlooked in favour of Mark
Boucher.

When it became apparent that there
was no future for him in South Africa,
Pothas moved to the UK.

Perlman and Gutman also play a mas-
sive role in the Maccabiah and South
African teams have established a magnifi-
cent record in that sport. One hopes this
year’s teams will be equally successful.

Moving on to an entirely different sub-
ject I saw a quote from Sir Alex Ferguson,
going back to 2002. “I will be leaving
Manchester United at the end of the sea-
son and that is it.” However, he stayed on
and at the announcement to confirm his
decision Sir Alex then said: “I'm pleased
to be staying - but once this contract is up
(2005), that will be it. I have no intention
of staying on at the club in any capacity
whatsoever.”

Then, in 2007, he said: “I still have a lot
of passion. I'm still happy. But I'm 66 now
- maybe three years more, then I'll finish.”

This year he finally called it quits, with
the news that he will be staying on in the
boardroom. That could be a questionable
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Israel’s Herschel Gutman was named cricket
“Coach of the Year” at the recent European
Coach Awards

decision and I have a lot of sympathy for
David Moys who might find it difficult
to stamp his authority on the team with
Ferguson hovering in the shadows.

One can understand the Manches-
ter United board wanting to make the
Ferguson-Moys transition as smooth as
possible, but perhaps it is time to accept
that after 26 years, the time has come to
move on.

After all, it had to happen sometime. If
not this year, then when?

Africa’s leading steel supplier

Offering you the most comprehensive range of
steel products and value added processing services
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The Macsteel Group

www.macsteel.co.za

Today, Friday (May 24)

« UZLC hosts Jack Mink on “The Upbeat Bing
Crosby with Family and Friends”. Venue: Our
Parents Home. Time: 12:45 - 14:00. Contact:
Gloria, 072-127-9421 or (011) 485-4851.

Saturday (May 25)

+ Oxford Shul is hosting a choir festival at the
shul from 20:00. It showcases performances by
the choirs of the shuls at Oxford, Pine Street,
Sydenham, Sandringham, Waverley and the
Johannesburg Jewish Male Choir. Cost: R60
per person. Contact: (011) 646-6020.

« Beit Emanuel in Parktown, is hosting a
weekly series of talks in its adult education
programme, in its boardroom every Saturday
morning after the Shabbat morning service
and before the Talmud study session. Times:
From 11:15 to 12:15 and Talmud study at
12:15. No cost. Today, Dr Dora Wynchank will
talk on “Jews and Moods: Mood Disorders and
the Jewish People.

Sunday (May 26)

+ RCHCC hosts classical guitarist Tessa Ziegler,
whose programme will range from Bach to Fer-
dinand Sor, Tarrega and Piazzolla. Venue: Clive
M Beck Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Cost: R100
(incl refreshments). Booking: Hazel or René
(011) 728-8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-
8378, e-mail: rchccetelkomsa.net or rene.s@
telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za

« Limmud hosts an afternoon of Jewish culture
and learning at the Maboneng Precinct. Six
sessions in one afternoon, including Jewish
comedy, SA fiction, a Holocaust documentary
and discussion. Taste of Limmud, 15:00 —
18:00. Cost: R100 and R50 for students. Book-
ing: limmudsa@gmail.com or 072-728-0584.

+ Hospice Flea Boot Market held at the Checkers
car park on Barry Hertzog Ave in Emmarentia.

Every first, and last, Sunday of the month,
from 08:00 until 13:00. Information: Madeline
(011) 794-5464 or Amanda at Hospice (011)
728-1052.

« JWBS is holding its annual “Morning Market
and Book Fair” at Jabula Recreation Centre,
Sandringham, from 08:00 onwards. Be-
sides the books, many stalls will be selling
assorted articles, bric-a-brac, good food,
entertainment for the kids, etc. Enquiries:
(011) 485-5232.

+ Second Innings hosts Daphna Horowitz, lead-
ership coach, who will talk on “Empowering
Yourself - Making the Most of Life, No Matter
What Your Age”. Venue: The Gerald Horwitz
Lounge. Time: 10:00 for 10:30. Cost: R20 Sec-
ond Innings members, R40 visitors. Contact:
Grecia Gabriel, (011) 532-9718.

Monday (May 27)

+ JHGC in partnership with Liliesleaf and the
Swiss Embassy hosts a talk and documentary,
“Fading Traces - Postscripts from a Landscape
of Memory” by Swiss filmmaker Walo Deuber.
Venue: Liliesleaf Farm. Time: 18:30. Booking
essential. Contact: Thuli (011) 640-3100 or
thuli@jhbholocaust.co.za

« UJW adult education division hosts scenario
planner Clem Sunter, who will talk on “Amer-
ica and South Africa Beyond 2013 The Last
Scenarios, Flags and Probabilities”. Venue: 1
Oak Street, Houghton, Johannesburg. Time:
09:30. Donation: R30 unless otherwise stated.
Contact: (011) 648-1053.

Tuesday (May 28)

« UJW adult education division hosts Arlene
Bernstein, former head of LifeLine, who will
lead a group discussion. Venue: 1 Oak Street,
Houghton, Johannesburg. Time: 09:30. Dona-
tion: R30 unless otherwise stated. Contact:
(011) 648-1053.
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