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Another development 
brought to you by

Your serenity in the city
Experience Calm & Harmony in Rivonia 

57 Sun-drenched North-facing Apartments

Pool and Clubhouse
Great Security

Only 6 One Bed - Yours from R899 000 
51 Two Bedroom en-suite - Yours from R1 249 000 

Best Value in Sandton Today

Artist impression Artist impression

“The whole place was rocking,” said an ecstatic Rabbi Yossy Goldman of The Voices, a concert organised earlier this week at Teatro, Montecasino, by the 
Sydenham Highlands North Shul, featuring Israel’s first “haredi heartthrob” Gad Elbaz in collaboration with Minnesota-born Benny Friedman. “Johannesburg 
has never seen anything like it before.” Clearly Elbaz’s promise on the eve of the concert that it would be electric, was not an idle one. Pictured are Elbaz, 
Sydenham Shul’s chazzan Yudi Cohen and Friedman. 
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Three Voices rocked 
Montecasino

Chief Rabbi’s Shabbos Project 
put a spring in community’s step

“When people are invited to an event, 
they go as passive passengers,” 
he says. “This event created active 
partners - even leaders - and led to 
spontaneous positive energy.”

Fransman feels the heat of his 
anti-Semitic rants

Last week Marius Fransman’s latest 
statements hit a nerve in fellow-
ANC MP Ben Turok. “Primarily it was 
because I detest anti-Semitism,” Turok 
said of why he had faced off with 
Fransman.

SAKS: SA Jewry bucking the 
worldwide trend 

It has not been a case of the older 
generations... but of the younger 
generations forging ahead while also 
raising the levels of their parents’ and 
grandparents’ involvement. 

To attend Limmud or not; that’s 
the UK question

One of the Rabonim urged “any Jew 
whose heart has been touched by the 
fear of G-d”, to stay clear of  
December’s Limmud. 

9-11

Stay healthy, 
be beautiful: 
see our Health 
and Beauty 
supplement 
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Miracle Drive 24

The Miracle Drive Team are deeply committed 
to making a diff erence in the lives of our community.

By contributing to Miracle Drive, you will essentially 
be giving someone a gift that keeps on giving.

To enter and win one of 18 great prizes
www.miracledrive.co.za1ST PRIZE

INFINITI Q50 
VALUED AT OVER R400 000

Support 
Miracle 
Drive and
Change the World for Good

MIRACLE DRIVE 50 X 265MM 18_10.indd   1 2013/10/18   12:58 PM
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Someone who is brave, committed, makes 
a tremendous contribution to the commu-
nity? These are characteristics of a hero and 
this is what we have read about in the last 
two sedras when we encounter Avraham our 
forefather.

The tumultuous journey towards the Land 
of Israel we heard about in Lech Lecha, the 
existential struggle to bear children with his 
wife Sarah, Avraham’s attempted salvation of 
the cities of Sdom and Gemorah, and the cli-
max of the saga taking place in Parshat Vayera 
has the flames consuming the ram on top of 
Mount Moriah, while Yitzchak stands with 
his father thinking “this could have been me”

The Akeidat Yitzchak where Avraham 
showed his courageous and trusting nature 
by binding his son to an alter at G-d’s request, 
would have been a fitting final scene in the 
life of our hero, Avraham!

Nevertheless, the story does not end there. 
Our last portrait of Avraham is of a man 
eulogising his beloved wife while burying her 
on a plot of negotiated land in the country he 
would bequeath to his children. 

Avraham then sets to the “mundane” 
task of finding a wife for his son and then is 
occupied with marrying again and starting 
a new family. In this week’s sedra of Chayei 
Sarah, we see Avraham as the family man. He 
retires from his life as a warrior, a prince and 
a revolutionary. He ends his eventful tenure 
tending to his home, rather than tending to 
his “flock”.

The community is in great need of heroes 
- those who are willing to swim against the 
current and stand up for and contribute 
to something bigger than themselves and 

further reaching than their families. People 
often argue that they don’t have time, but we 
need to share our time between ourselves and 
others.

Nonetheless, our families need heroes as 
well - parents who will make time for their 
children and children who will honour and 
serve their parents. This form of mundane 
heroism is often more difficult than the 
first, as our names are not etched into brass 
plaques or honoured at banquets. 

Dads don’t make much profit from educat-
ing their kids and moms don’t get much fame 
from cleaning up after their toddlers.

Avraham is both the father of many na-
tions and the aba of a family. It is interesting 
that the Torah ends off its description of the 
founder of the Jewish people and the propa-
gator of monotheism and morality, the quin-
tessential iconoclast, as a man involved in the 
mundane business of allotting inheritance. 

The Torah is teaching us we need to have 
balance. We must always extend our circle of 

influence while not forgetting about the core. 
We must find meaning in the ordinary and 
envision great things behind the small. 

How can we do so much for others, and 
treat them with generosity and charm, while 
we are inpatient and cruel in the privacy of 
our home?

Pirkei Avot (Chapter 1:14) summarised it as 
such: “If I won’t be there for me (and my fam-
ily) who will be? And if I am only for myself 
what am I?” That is a true hero and that was 
Avraham our forefather!

Who is a hero?

Shabbat Times
Parshat Chayei Sarah
October 25/ 21 Cheshvan
October 26 / 22 Cheshvan
18:02 18:52 Johannesburg
18:15 19:44 Cape Town
17:54 18:46 Durban
18:13 19:04 Bloemfontein
18:15 19:15 Port Elizabeth
18:11 19:04 East London

Parshat Chayei Sarah

Rabbi Shmuel Kagan
Or Zarua,  
Mizrachi Young Adults

DAVID SAKS

If there was an overriding message 
that came through at this year’s 
Yom Rabin memorial at Beyachad 
last week, to pay homage to slain Is-
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
it was that unity does not have to 
mean uniformity. 

Whereas previous such events 
have tended to emphasise Rabin’s 
role as a peacemaker, this time 
speakers focused more on confront-
ing the legacy of hatred and division 
that had directly led to his assassi-
nation 18 years ago. 

No matter how convinced one 
might be about the correctness of 
one’s beliefs, this never justified 
hating others for thinking other-
wise, let alone killing them.  

For Neil Daskal, chairman of the 
Zionist Youth Council and Bnei 
Akiva, true achdut (unity) was only 
achievable when everyone was 
involved in the debate and when 
people could agree to disagree. 

Extremism of any kind could not 
be tolerated; ultimately, Jews had to 
focus on what united rather than on 
what divided them. 

Violence was a red line, and 
Rabin’s assassination demonstrated 
what happened when that line was 
crossed, said Habonim-Dror Chair-

man Roxeanne Joseph. Prior to 
his death, inflammatory terms like 
“traitor” and “Nazi” had been hurled 
at him; Yigal Amir, his assassin, 
simply took things one step further.  

The keynote speaker was Michael 
Freeman, newly-arrived Deputy 
Head of Mission, Embassy of Israel. 
He had been in Dublin at the time 
of the assassination, he recalled, 
and his first reaction on hearing the 
news was that an Arab had finally 
been able to get close enough to 
murder an Israeli prime minister. 
That the killer turned out to be 
a Jew and an Israeli citizen was 
especially difficult to come to terms 
with.

Democracy, he stressed, was more 
than about the right to vote. If one 
found oneself in the minority, it was 
about accepting the legitimacy of 
decisions made by the majority.

For those in the majority, it 
meant not just allowing other views 
to be aired, but listening to those 
views as well. It was always difficult 
to get the balance right, particularly 
in Israel. 

Freeman observed how those 
present that evening were drawn 
from across the religious and politi-
cal spectrum, yet were united in a 
common desire to work for what 
was best for Israel.   

Yom Rabin memorial: 
Unity doesn’t mean 
uniformity

ROBYN SASSEN

The air was thick with excited 
expectation as the jam-packed au-
ditorium at Sandton-based graduate 
business school Regenesys readied 
itself for the start of the first of its 
three annual graduations, last week 
Friday. 

The ceremony celebrated the 
institution and lauded one of its 
trustees, Bertie Lubner, for the busi-
ness successes he has achieved, 
his leadership qualities and the 
contribution he has made to socio-
economic development.

CEO of Regenesys, Siege Brown-
lee, in opening the proceedings, 
said: “Regenesys started from an 
idea; 15 years and 95 000 gradu-
ates later, we are in 125 countries 
globally, including Mumbai in India 
and Lagos in Nigeria, our newest 
campuses. 

She saluted the project’s founding directors, Penny Law, Wil-
liam Vivian and Dr Marko Saravanja.

Student upon student - 194 in all - came forward to be 
capped. With a shouted out “Go, Ma!” some praise songs and 
much ululating emanating from the audience, the environment, 
electric with joy, gave an understanding of the challenges these 
men and women have faced in reaching this point.  Few are 
school leavers. Many are professionals returning for a second or 
third degree. All of them balance work with studying.

Morathoa Thoke, head of the SRC, who received her post-
graduate diploma in public management, said: “Potential is 
within us. We’ve talked the talk and walked the walk and now 
we must be agents of change. Wisdom is the right application of 
knowledge.”

Dr Saravanja then made a special presentation to veteran 
businessman and philanthropist, Bertie Lubner. The audi-

ence stood in unison, as a deeply moved Lubner gathered his 
thoughts. 

“When I look at all these beautiful faces… each of you has 
chosen to make a life of your own. What greater joy can one 
have.

“One thing I have learned is that it is empty and dangerous 
to try and have education without challenge, science without 
humanity, and commerce without morality.

“There is a world of difference between interest and commit-
ment,” he spoke of how Regenesys posits change in the lives 
of so many young people, as he paid tribute to Dr Saravanja. 
“Interest is something one does only when it is convenient. But 
commitment can change your life.

“May you be empowered for the rest of your days and may 
you also realise that it’s not only about what you have done for 
yourself, but what you can give back to society.”

Regenesys celebrates Lubner

Bertie Lubner, one of the trustees of Regenesys, receiving a special lifetime 
award from the institution’s founding director, Dr Marko Saravanja. Another of 
Regenesys’ founding directors, Penny Law, looks on.
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 ANT KATZ

The DA Western Cape MEC of Transport and 
Public Works, Robin Carlisle, has accused Mari-
us Fransman, deputy minister of International 
Relations and Co-operation and Western Cape 
ANC leader, of lying about property ownership 
in the city. And the story continues to make 
headlines in the Cape.

The furore erupted last week after Fransman 
had told the Cape Town Press Club that 98 per 
cent of the properties the province and the City 
of Cape Town were renting in Cape Town, were 
owned by “the white community and, in par-
ticular, also people in the Jewish community”.

This statement led to veteran ANC MP Ben 
Turok, who is co-chaiman of the Parliamentary 
ethics committee, calling on ANC Secretary-
General Gwede Mantashe, to take disciplinary 
steps against Fransman. “Today you talk about 
Jewish ownership, tomorrow it can be Greek 
ownership - or any other ethnic group for that 
matter,” Turok told Jewish Report.

But it was Carlisle who hit out most savagely 
at Fransman. “Not only are these statements 
100 per cent wrong, but Mr Fransman knows 
they are wrong, as he either signed and/or dealt 

with most of the leases himself.” 
He disclosed there were eight buildings 

in central Cape Town that met Fransman’s 
description. One was owned by a black Sharia 
compliant entity; two belonged to Cameroonian 
Moosa Baba; one to the Government Employees 
Pension Fund; one to JSE-listed Growthpoint 
Properties; two more to Ascension Properties, 
a black-managed and substantially black-owned 
JSE-listed company; and the final one belongs 
to the Benjamin Family Trust. 

Carlisle challenged Fransman to a public 
debate, but as yet to no avail. A request by the 
Cape Times for Fransman to supply documents 
to support his argument, drew a blank. Frans-
man told the media he stood by his claim about 
white ownership regarding the province’s leas-
ing of land which, he said, “is based on facts”. 

Carlisle referred back to a February radio 
statement in which Fransman made another 
anti-Semitic statement which is presently be-
fore the SAHRC: “He  knew what he was saying 
was untrue, just as he knew that his (February) 
accusations that the DA had taken building con-
tracts… from Muslim businessmen and awarded 
them to Jewish businessmen, were also untrue.” 

Fransman tried to quell the outrage about 

his anti-Semitic comments last week by 
saying that he “unreservedly apologise 
for the perception created that I was 
singling out the Jewish community”. 
After the February statement, which the 
SAJBD took to the SAHRC, Board Presi-
dent Zev Krengel, accused Fransman’s of 
a disingenuous, half-hearted apology.

Fransman reneged on attending an 
HRC-arranged mediation meeting in 
June, saying that South African Jews 
were “nose picking”.

Last week Fransman’s statements hit 
a nerve in fellow ANC-MP Turok, who has long 
since given up religion and makes clear that he 
is not a Zionist. “I detest anti-Semitism,” Turok 
said of why he had faced off with Fransman.

Turok told Jewish Report that what Frans-
man said had motivated him to react, due in 
part to his own personal experience of anti-
Semitism and his general distaste for any form 
of ethnic discrimination and labelling of people. 

“My position is that I certainly have sensi-
bilities to my anti-Semitic past.” Turok said 
that his parents had fled anti-Semitic pogroms 
in Ukraine only to find themselves in Latvia 
(where he and his two older brothers were born) 

when it became the first fascist country in 
Europe and they were again targeted.

Even when the family emigrated to South 
Africa in the thirties, they faced anti-Semitism 
from Afrkaner nationalists, Turok, a former 
Treason Trialist, told Jewish Report. 

Political analyst Daniel Silke said Fransman’s 
comments might be his personal view and not 
that of the ANC, but it was “foolish for the ANC 
to play on existing religious tensions in the hope 
that it will improve its vote tally”.

Carlisle said he wondered “whom Frans-
man most insults: the Muslim community, the 
Jewish community or the long-suffering ANC 
whom he purports to lead”.

Fransman feels the heat of his anti-Semitic rants
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DEPOSIT: 15%+  5% BUYERS COMMISSION + VAT - BIDDERS TO REGISTER & SUPPLY PROOF OF IDENTITY AND RESIDENCE
REGULATIONS TO CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT: WWW.VANSAUCTIONS.CO.ZA

RULES OF AUCTION TO BE VIEWED AT 1006 DUNCAN STREET, BROOKLYN. PRETORIA

086 111 8267 - AUCTIONEER: MARTIN PRETORIUS 

Optimizing your assets

EXCELLENT 
LOCATION!!

COMMERCIAL CENTRE 
WITH OFFICES AND 

SHOPS, FULLY LET AS 
GOING CONCERN - 
ISANDO, KEMPTON 

PARK

Extent: ± 3,153 m²
Ground floor:  Consisting of 7 shops including sit down and fast food outlet 
with ± 750m² of parking. Total rental income of ± R73 598
First floor: Consisting of 4 offices, ladies and gents ablutions and kitchen.
Total rental income of ± R38 107
Second floor: Consisting of 2 offices with a total rental income of ± R25 830
Gross Rental Income per month: ± R137 535
Occupancy: 100%
Zoning: Business 1
Viewing: 21 & 28 October 2013, between 09:00 - 16:00, or by appointment,  
Auctioneer’s note: 
Excellent location for multiple business purposes situated near the O R Tambo 
International Airport and various other amenities.

AT:  ERF 519 CROYDON, CORNERS OF DIE AGORA STREET AND 
BRABAZON AVENUE, KEMPTON PARK

 ANT KATZ

Senior Jewish leaders in the UK have accused 
seven strictly Orthodox rabbis, led by the former 
head of the London Beth Din, of a “shocking 
failure of leadership” and “tactical power play” 
after they opposed new Chief Rabbi Ephraim 
Mirvis’ stand on Limmud and urged a continued 
boycott and a stay-away from the organisation’s 
December conference.

Two weeks ago, South African-born Rabbi 
Mirvis did an about-turn on the views of his pre-
decessor, Lord Jonathan Sacks, and announced 
he would be attending the upcoming Limmud 
conference.

Dayan Chanoch Ehrentreu, past head (and 
still a member) of the London Beth Din, and 
Rosh European Beth Din, was among seven 
signatories of the letter urging “any Jew whose 
heart has been touched by the fear of G-d”, to 
stay clear of December’s annual cross-communal 
educational event.

Just as in South Africa, thousands of par-
ticipants of all ages and religious backgrounds 
attend the annual five-day Limmud conference, 
which boasts everything from Talmud study to 
art classes and jamming sessions to social op-
portunities. 

The rabbis’ letter came just weeks after Rabbi 
Mirvis announced his plans to present at the De-
cember event, breaking with the decision of his 
predecessor. No specific mention was, however, 
made of Rabbi Mirvis in the letter.

The UK Jewish Online News last weekend 
published a  story on the issue, which they said 
“the entire community is talking about”, which 
included what they called a “stunning rebuke” 
by nearly 30 community leaders, politicians and 
philanthropists who said the Chief Rabbi’s pres-
ence “should be welcomed and not be the subject 
of misplaced and disrespectful criticism”.

The open letter - backed by Board of Deputies 
President Vivian Wineman, Jewish Leadership 
Council Chairman (formerly from Johannes-
burg) Mick Davis and several senior US figures 
- said their declaration that participants would 
not be viewed favourably by G-d, had the power 
to “cause great harm to our community”.

Since its inception as an inclusive, open 
space for Jewish learning for all South African 
Jews, Limmud SA has, “enjoyed the input and 
participation of many world-class international 
Orthodox rabbis”, national co-chaiman, Brett 
Wilks told Jewish Report this week.  Limmud 
SA has seen consistent growth in participation 
of Orthodox presenters, delegates and volun-
teers at their conferences, says Wilks.

The 30 UK community leaders said Rabbi 
Mirvis’ presence at Limmud in December 
“should be welcomed and not be the subject 
of misplaced and disrespectful criticism”, 
adding that the seven rabbis had “misrepre-
sented” Limmud in suggesting it “espouses 
the ethos of pluralism… the upshot of this is 
no one is deemed to be wrong”.

Limmud, said the 30 to the seven, “is a 
marketplace that attracts massive levels of 
participation from across our community”. 

Seeking to dissuade Orthodox rabbis and 
others from participating, they said, was a “fail-
ure of leadership” and would leave many Ortho-
dox participants “bereft of rabbinic input”.

Wilks says Limmud SA “welcomes this 
debate”.

Limmud’s key principle, says Wilks, is “one 
of choice within our diverse community. We 
implore members of the wider community and 
the Chief Rabbi’s Office to welcome and not 
discourage this freedom of choice.” 

SA Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein was asked 
for comment, but we had not received his com-
ment by the time of going to print.

To attend, or not attend 
Limmud, that’s the UK question
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What made the news
October 25, 2003

This week, Professor Gideon Shimoni’s new 
history “Community and Conscience: The Jews 
in Apartheid South Africa”, was launched in 
Johannesburg and Cape Town. 

Shimoni is professor emeritus and a former 
head of the Hebrew University’s Institute of 
Contemporary Jewry. His other publications 
include The Zionist Ideology (1995).

In the 2003 launch of his book, in Johan-
nesburg, covered by David Saks, Shimoni 
asked whether Jewish leadership during the 
apartheid years “actually failed the community, 
given that their mandate had not been to be an 
advocacy body whose purpose was to lobby for 
change in society as a whole, but to protect the 
interests and wellbeing of South African Jewry. 
In this respect, it had generally acted saga-
ciously, although unquestionably at the cost of 
moral rectitude. 

“It was impossible to say what the results 
would have been had the leadership taken an 
unequivocal stand against apartheid, particu-
larly as it had not been possible to determine 

whether the governments of the day ever 
discussed what it would have done had this 
transpired.

“Gone are the days when Jews have to write 
about ‘the Jewish contribution to…’” he said. 
“Now Jews can feel free to write about their 
own history.”

In Cape Town, in an article by Moira Sch-
neider, Mr Justice Dennis Davis said he had 
been “ashamed”, on reading the book, of the 
“disgraceful legacy which haunts us. We need 
to think very carefully how we participate as 
citizens and Jews in a democratic country 
instead of moving in the direction of a culture 
of authority.”

• Do you value the Jewish Report? Help it 
continue providing excellent journalism for SA 
Jewish with a financial contribution. Bank-
ing details: SA Jewish Report | Nedbank, 
Randburg | Account No: 1984514865 | 
Branch Code: 198405 | Swift Code: NEDSZA-
JJ1984514865

Jewish Reportsouth african

HU professor tackles Jews and apartheid

Community 25 October – 1 November 2013

For more information on Liberty policies contact 
the Liberty contact centre on 086 032 7327

Dread disease cover
he longer lives many of us will lead 
and our modern lifestyles, are 
exposing us to increasing risks of 

contracting a dread disease.

Ryan Switala, the head of risk product 
development at Liberty, says the 
chances of suffering a dread disease 
such as cancer or a heart attack before 
retirement, can be as high as one in five, 
but the risks you face depend a lot on 
your age and other factors such as your 
smoker status.

With the risks of contracting a dread 
disease as high as one in five, you need 
to make sure that you have dread 
disease cover. 

“Despite this, critical illness cover is 
unfortunately sometimes relegated to a 
status of ‘nice to have’ when the reality is 
that it should be stressed as an essential 
component of any insurance portfolio,” 
Switala says.

Dread disease cover, also known by 
its other names, severe illness or critical 
illness cover, is a life assurance policy 
that provides you with a benefit aimed 
at meeting the cost of surviving a dread 
disease.

Dr Marius Barnard, brother of the doctor 
who performed the first heart transplant, 
Dr Christiaan Barnard, is regarded as the 
founder of dread disease cover.

Barnard has said that you are more likely 
to survive a major health crisis than to die 
from it, but having survived the crisis, your 
cost of living will be greater than the cost 
of dying.

Ideally, for the best protection of your 
financial position, you should have an 
income replacement policy and belong 
to a good medical scheme.

If you contract a dread disease, your 
income replacement policy will pay out 
while you are too ill to work and your 
medical scheme should cover the bulk 
of your medical costs.

However, as a severe illness can put 
enormous pressure on your finances, you 
should also have dread disease cover.

Some of the additional costs you 
may incur as you make temporary or 
permanent lifestyle adjustments to your 
illness, can include:

The cost of getting the best medical 
treatment: Your medical scheme should 
cover the costs of treating your dread 
disease, but your doctor may consider 
specific treatments that your scheme is 
not funding to be most suitable for you. 

A lump sum payout from a dread 
disease policy could give you the 
freedom to choose the treatment 
you want to follow, rather than being 
confined to that for which your scheme 
provides.

Adapting your lifestyle after your illness: 
A dread disease such as a stroke, may 

leave you impaired for the rest of your 
life. To live with this impairment you 
may need to adapt your home or your 
vehicle. 

You may also need to purchase 
equipment, such as wheelchairs 
or walking aids that give you some 
independence. All of these can be very 
expensive. You may also need to employ 
a private nurse to assist you with your 
daily routine at home. 

Non-medical costs of treatment: The 
appropriate specialist doctor you need 
to consult might live some distance 
away and you may need to pay high 
transport and accommodation costs 
every time you have an appointment. 

Help at home: If you are diagnosed 
with cancer and need to undergo 
chemotherapy, there may be periods 
when you are unable to carry out your 
family responsibilities, such as helping 
your children with their homework or 
preparing meals, and you may need to 
hire somebody to help with such tasks. 

Dread disease cover can help 
overcome the problem that occurs 
when a stay-at-home parent becomes 
ill and unable to look after children. This 
parent has no income to insure, but 
should illness leave them unable to do 
the job of looking after children, the 
family may face an additional expense 
of paying for care for the children.

Rehabilitation: In some cases, you may 
need rehabilitation after your illness or an 
event, such as a stroke. 

Reconstructive surgery: As a woman, 
you may wish to undergo reconstructive 
surgery after a mastectomy and/or may 
wish to purchase wigs after suffering the 
hair loss associated with chemotherapy. 

Your income replacement policy will 
pay out if you are found to be unable 
to continue to work. However, a dread 
disease may leave you able to work, but 
no longer able to pursue your career, 
because you have lost the drive to 
continue your career path or to work the 
same hours as you did before. This may 
curtail your future earnings. If you are 
close to retirement age, you may even 
consider early retirement.

“Before you take out dread disease 
cover make sure you understand the 
level at which the benefits on your policy 
will be paid out. Some policies pay out 
the full assured amount on diagnosis of 
a dread disease, while other policies 
pay out a percentage of your assured 
amount that depends on the severity of 
your illness. 

“This is why it is important to have a 
relationship with a financial adviser 
to guide you through your financial 
journey,” concludes Switala.

THE ADVANTAGE OF KNOWING
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ROBYN SASSEN

Restaurateur and co-owner of The Grillhouse, 
Saul Mervis, was delighted to hear this month 
that his Rosebank branch was considered among 
the top restaurants in the world. 

“We knew nothing about it,” he told the Jew-
ish Report. “One of our regular international 
customers sent me the article which appeared in 
the Condé Nast Traveller.

“We were named among the 15 best in the 
world,” he added that he was not aware when 
Condé Nast critic, Jeremy Wayne had eaten in 

his establishment. 
Referring to the bouquet of steak restaurants 

selected, from Spain to Sydney, Tuscany to To-
kyo, Wayne described The Grillhouse as “a slick 
operation with a soul”. 

“This acknowledgement is good for our restau-
rant, which, 19 years old, in November remains 
one of the few white-tablecloth steak restaurants 
in Johannesburg; it also puts South Africa on 
the map,” Mervis said.

“The biggest challenge for anyone in this in-
dustry is consistency. You are only ever as good 
as your last meal served.”

Top international recognition 
for Rosebank’s Grillhouse
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Saul Mervis with chef  
Paulos Ntini at the grill.

Yiddish Vinkel
A Chasseneh
A chossn iz geshtanen mit der kale unter der 
chupe. In shul zanen geven a sach mentshn. Es iz 
geven grod noch shavues, vos iz dem yor gefaln 
af donershtig un fraytig. Iz der chossn tsutumlt 
gevorn fun aza gröyssn öylom, un b’shas er hot 
gedarft zogn dem harey-at, hot er es tsumisht 
mit’n eyrev-tavshilin un hot gezogt: “Harey at 
m’kudeshes li ul’chol adad Yissroel hagorim boir 
hazöys.”

A wedding
A groom once stood with his bride under the 
bridal canopy. In the synagogue many people 
were present. It was soon after Shavuot, which, 
that year, had fallen on a Thursday or a Friday. The 
groom had become confused by the large crowd, 
and at the point at which he was to say the 
“harey-at”, he mixed it u with the “eruv tavshilin” 
and said as follows:  “Thou art consecrated to me 
and to all the congregation of Israel, in this town.”
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With the Liberty Evolve Investment Range, a unique investment approach in SA, we won’t make 

money until we first grow your money, because there are no set-up costs or initial advice fees  

until we’ve earned you more than 13% per annum after tax. If we don’t deliver on this target you 

don’t pay those fees, at all. To give your investment the Liberty advantage, contact our call centre on  

0860 327 327, visit www.liberty.co.za or speak to your financial adviser or broker. Ask him, he’ll know.

     Do you know 
how to grow  
my money, 
before first 
growing yours.

Our EVOLVE INVESTMENT RANGE doesn’t charge  
set-up costs or initial advice fees until we first earn  
you more than 13% per annum, after tax.

Liberty Group Ltd – an authorised financial services provider in terms of the FAIS Act (Licence No. 2409). T’s and C’ s apply. 100% invested at standard initial advice fees.

The Advantage of Knowing
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ALANA BARANOV

Earlier this month the new Israeli Ambassador to 
SA Arthur Lenk, made his first visit to Durban. 
He was joined by Itai Melchior, head of Trade and 
Economic Affairs at the Israeli Embassy, who was 
also visiting Durban for the first time.

The underlying message in Durban was both 
South Africa and Israel would also share similar 
dilemmas in the future and that together such di-
lemmas could be transformed into opportunities. 

After meeting with eThekwini water and sani-
tation officials, and extending an invitation to 
attend the global Water Technology and Environ-
mental Control Exhibition Conference (Watec) 
in Tel Aviv later this month, Lenk said: “Some of 
the experiences that we have with our own water 
issues could be relevant and useful… and we want 
to share our success with our friends.”

Lenk had a meeting with eThekwini Mayor 
James Nxumalo and the vice chancellor of the 
Durban University of Technology, Professor 
Ahmed C Bawa. The vice chancellor invited Lenk 
to address his students, the majority of whom are 
studying for careers in areas of Israeli expertise. 

Lenk also interacted with Trade and Invest-
ment KwaZulu-Natal, which was established to 
promote KwaZulu-Natal as an investment des-
tination and to facilitate trade by assisting local 
companies to access international markets. 

Before leaving KZN, Lenk and Melchior paid 
a site visit to Umbumbulo near Amanzimtoti, to 
inspect a greenhouse project with Israeli links. 

A highlight of the trip was a meeting between 
the ambassador and Inkatha Freedom Party 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi, who warmly wel-
comed Lenk to KwaZulu-Natal.

DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA 

As part of their efforts to accommodate and 
be more accessible to the general public, 
and in order to expand consular services, the 
Embassy of Israel in Pretoria has now opened 
a regular consulate office in Johannesburg. 

This office will operate from Beyachad in 
Raedene one day a month; the public will be 
able to make appointments by e-mail. 

The first date for such services to be 
provided to the public in Johannesburg, will 
be November 12. The office will be open 
between 09:00 and 12:00.

To make an appointment, e-mail the 

Consul Aviad Hefetz, on consular@pretoria.
mfa.gov.il. No telephonic appointments will 
be made. The e-mail should provide the 
following: Full names, passport number, date 
of birth and the reason for the appointment.

• For urgent matters, the Consulate office 
in Pretoria remains open Monday to Thursday  
09:00 - 13:00; Fridays 09:00 - 12:00.

New 
consulate 
in Jo’burg

Last week, Israeli Ambassador to SA Arthur Lenk 
presented his credentials to President Jacob 
Zuma, with a basket of vegetables.

“It is a small but symbolic gift,” he said in 
his introductory letter. “(The vegetables) were 
grown on small farms in South Africa, using 
Israeli know-how.” He cited Umbumbulu, Kwa-
Zulu-Natal; Bethanie, Northwest; and Hazyview, 
Mpumalanga, as the source of the vegetables. 

“I believe such projects provide wonderful 
opportunities for small famers in South Africa 
to increase employment, promote food security 
concerns and save precious water resources. 
They are a small example of the wonderful things 
that Israel and South Africa can do together.” 

Lenk presents 
credentials - and 
vegetables - to Zuma

New Israeli 
ambassador pays 
visit to Durban
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Jewish Reportsouth african

Orthodoxy and 
Limmud - an  

unhealthy stand-off
A storm among UK Jewry involving secular and religious leaders, 
about the relationship between Orthodox Jewry and Limmud, 
has echoes in Jewish communities worldwide, including South 
Africa’s.

Limmud started in England in 1978. After 35 years, the 
annual conferences have proliferated to 60 countries, become 
an educational platform in numerous languages, and include 
everything from Talmud study, technology, Jewish history, art, 
music, mysticism and other topics. 

It is an excellent opportunity for diverse Jews to mingle and get 
to know each other. Thousands of participants of various ages and 
religious backgrounds attend.

The Orthodox establishment has generally refrained from 
formally accepting Limmud’s “legitimacy” as a platform for 
Jewish teaching. The first Limmud in South Africa was in 2007. 

In 2008, the Southern African Rabbinical Association 
discouraged members from participating, referring in a resolution 
to its “existing policy toward the upcoming Limmud learning 
programme, which is that no (Orthodox) rabbi will accept an 
invitation to participate” and stating that rabbis in a position to 
dissuade people from attending, would do so.

Since then an uneasy truce has operated, without public 
denunciations. Initially, Orthodox Jews were not evident at 
Limmud, but an increasing number of kippa-wearing Orthodox 
Jews now attend. 

International Orthodox rabbis like Nathan Lopes Cardozo and 
Shmuley Boteach have participated. South African Orthodox 
rabbis, however, have held back.

The international scenario changed dramatically a few weeks 
ago when the UK’s new chief rabbi, South African-born Ephraim 
Mirvis, announced he would attend the next UK Limmud, 
scheduled for December. 

He told the London Jewish Chronicle: “One of my primary 
functions is as teacher of the community. I see Limmud as an 
opportunity to teach Torah to large numbers of people who want 
to learn.”

Then last week seven strictly Orthodox rabbis, among them 
former head of the London Beth Din, Dayan Chanoch Ehrentreu, 
published a letter in a haredi newspaper, saying “any Jew whose 
heart has been touched by the fear of G-d and who wishes to walk 
upon paths which will be viewed favourably” must not attend 
Limmud. 

The gathering has non-Orthodox rabbis teaching Torah, leading 
them to say: “Participating in their conferences, events and 
educational endeavours, blurs the distinction between authentic 
Judaism and pseudo-Judaism and would bring about tragic 
consequences for Anglo-Jewry.”

The next salvo came quickly, when 30 senior community leaders, 
politicians and philanthropists, in an open letter, reproached the 
seven rabbis for a “shocking failure of leadership”. It was backed by 
Board of Deputies President Vivian Wineman, Jewish Leadership 
Council Chairman Mick Davis (a former South African) and senior 
US figures. 

The Chief Rabbi’s presence at Limmud, they said, “should be 
welcomed and not be the subject of misplaced and disrespectful 
criticism”, and the seven rabbis’ declaration that participants will 
not be viewed favourably by G-d, has the power to “cause great 
harm to our community and appears to be rooted in tactical 
power play, as opposed to religious principle”. 

Among South African Jewry, the issue sits like the proverbial 
“elephant in the room”. Limmud SA consolidates itself year by 
year, with participants including a wide variety of Jews. It is 
unhealthy for this community that the matter remains in a stand-
off, causing unhappiness among significant sectors.

The community’s lay leadership is generally enthusiastic about 
Limmud and have expressed this publicly, including the SAJBD 
and other organisations. Many senior leaders have attended 
Limmud. 

South African Jewry has a history of tolerance and 
accommodation between its various sectors going back many 
years. The stunning success of recent projects emanating from the 
Orthodox establishment, such as Sinai Indaba and The Shabbos 
Project, open more opportunities to follow this line. 

The community needs to find a solution which will allow anyone 
to attend Limmud if they wish, without pressure or risk to their 
positions, and that will not push anyone to go to Limmud if they 
do not want to.
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ANT KATZ

The almost unbelievable success of The Shabbos Project is no 
secret; it has become an urban legend among South African 
Jewry.

Architect of the acclaimed initiative, Chief Rabbi Warren 
Goldstein, said: “I am by nature an optimist, but the breadth 
and depth of the support and participation caught me off guard. 
The response has been overwhelming!” 

One of the things he liked most, said Rabbi Goldstein, was 
the way South Africa’s Jewry “proudly celebrated who we are”. 
That’s the South African culture, he says: Unity in diversity.

The measures of success and involvement, he says, is based on 
anecdotal evidence - of which there is much to find. He believes 
that “the majority of the community” participated in some way 
or another. 

It is reported that at least 20 000 new people kept this one 
Shabbos in its entirety. To put this in perspective, Rabbi Gold-
stein says 10 000 South African Jews normally observe Shabbat 
fully.

Another aspect that amazed Rabbi Goldstein, “was that there 
was a true sense of joy and celebration - like the thousands who 
joined the challah bake and the 600 who turned out for the 
street dinner in Oaklands. There was a tremendous atmosphere 
of taking to the streets.”

What sparked the idea?
A secular Israeli, Prof Dan Ariely, was in South Africa last year 
on a consulting project. Rabbi Goldstein says Prof Ariely is one 
of the most respected behavioural scientists in the world.  

While in South Africa he made contact with Rabbi Goldstein, 
as he was looking to find answers about Judaism. “We spoke 
about Shabbat and that was where the germ of the idea came 
from. I stayed in contact with him.”

Ariely ended up keeping Shabbat last weekend for the first 
time. He also drafted a survey and has been researching what he 
considers to be the amazing social phenomenon that was The 
Shabbos Project.

What does Rabbi Goldstein attribute the overwhelming suc-
cess of this project to? “It hit the sweet spot,” he says. “Both the 
breadth and the depth of the support was unbelievable.”

Two weeks prior to the event, Rabbi Goldstein says, “it passed 
the tipping point”. From then on, it was the talk of the commu-
nity; momentum started to mount and the excitement became 
palpable. 

The team that had been so successful on the Sinai Indaba 
and Generation Sinai projects, was roped into service. In fact, 
the team has been kept on for an extra month “to deal with the 
unanticipated mass of data from a quantitative and qualitative 
point of view,” says Rabbi Goldstein.

The invitation to participate went to all of South Africa’s 
Jewry, including Progressive and unaffiliated Jews - who, by all 
accounts, also embraced the event.

Rabbi Goldstein started formulating a plan with Laurence 
Horwitz. “I unveiled it at the closing session of the Sinai Inda-
ba,” he says, “and then we started fleshing it out.” He wrote an 
eight-point manifesto, met with rabbis and briefed them at the 
Rabbinical Conference, brainstormed with the rabbis, met with 
the schools, primarily KDS and Herzlia and later met with shul 
lay-leadership at the UOS Conference. 

“We brainstormed how to involve the schools so they all 
owned it,” he explains. Prefects of some schools became pro-
ject ambassadors; shuls and schools were partners. “Our shuls 

were the most amazing partners and really made The Shabbos 
Project come alive for people. That was crucial in attaining the 
tipping point and moving into high gear,” he says.

He then transferred ownership to Jewish institutions and 
individuals. “When people are invited to an event, they go as 
passive passengers,” he says. “This event created active partners 
- even leaders - and led to spontaneous positive energy.

“I have heard stories of people who went knocking on doors 
and inviting strangers to Shabbos, taking it from awareness to 
participation.” It had achieved that spontaneous energy.

By the time The Shabbos Project became a reality, says Rabbi 
Goldstein, “the community had a spring in its step!” 

The anecdotal evidence of the success of The Shabbos Project 
is overwhelming. It’s become a social movement.

Rabbi Goldstein points to the fact that shuls were packed as 
if it was Rosh Hashanah, and at some shuls, not a car in sight. 
At Houghton Golf Course caddies went home. The non-Jewish 
Bridge Association posted under half of their normal scores. 
A non-Jewish-owned hairdresser closed on Saturday. A soccer 
coach cancelled training...

The stories keep pouring in of people who kept their first 
Shabbos - and it has morphed into “This is My Story” which 
can be seen (or added to) on the project’s Facebook page and 
YouTube channel. Testimonials can be sent to office@chiefrabbi.
co.za or posted to https://www.facebook.com/theshabbospro-
ject 

In Venice, Italy there was a challah bake in solidarity with The 
Shabbos Project. “We are inundated with formal expressions of 
interest,” says Rabbi Goldstein. The US, Canada, Israel and Aus-
tralia are considering using the South African experience. 

He foresees this as a “great South African export”.
He adds: “People are asking me: ‘Now what?’ The place for this 

to be taken further is in our shuls and homes. 
“Individuals, families and communities are working out their 

way forward”, he says.
Clearly pleased with the results - and so he should be - Rabbi 

Goldstein says humbly: “We worked on this together, as a com-
munity; people rose to the occasion.” That may well be true, 
but it took an inspirational leader and a masterful executive to 
make it happen.

Chief Rabbi’s Shabbos Project put 
a spring in community’s step

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein.
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Readying the street for a dinner to 
be remembered: Six hundred turned 
out for the street dinner in Oaklands 

over the Shabbos Project.
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Rabbi M A Kurtstag, 
Rosh Beth Din

An appeal to the community

Rabbi Moshe Schnerb, well known 

to the community, has a serious 

health condition. Both kidneys are 

not functioning and he is on dialysis 

a couple of times a day. He needs a 

kidney transplant from a live donor 

to save his life. There are  no family 

members with a suitable blood type 

which is type O. On the national 

donor list the Rabbi is sitting at 

No.250 which means he could wait 

five to ten years
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If anybody is ready to                        , which will be a mitzvah, please contact Dr. Odes on 082 391 5062

donate a 

kidney
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SA Jewry bucking the worldwide trend

The extraordinary success of The Shab-
bos Project again showed how much South 
African Jewry is bucking international trends 
when it comes to levels of religious obser-
vance and Jewish identity in general. 

Whereas most Diaspora communities, 
outside of their strictly Orthodox enclaves, 
are experiencing a relentless downward tra-
jectory, South Africa’s is just as consistently 
moving in the opposite direction. Religiosity 
here is growing and intensifying, particularly 
in Johannesburg but in the other centres as 
well. 

By contrast, secularism is rampant in the 
Western world. For some time now, the coun-
tries that constitute it, have not maintained 
even a pretence of being Christian societies. 
The bulk of Jews outside of Israel now live in 
such countries, while of the remainder, nearly 
all are found in countries that once made 
up the Eastern Bloc and which have never 
recovered from the enforced secularism of the 
Soviet era. 

Inevitably, the majority have been greatly 
affected by their environment, and accord-
ingly have become secular too. In practical 
terms, this means that neither they nor their 
non-Jewish neighbours have any compelling 
reason not to marry one another, and indeed 
this is no longer the exception, but increas-
ingly the norm. 

The recently released Pew Survey on Ameri-

can Jewry found that well over 80 per cent of 
US Jews who profess no religion, “marry out”. 
(The rate in many European countries is over 
90 per cent). 

Moreover, even among those who identify 
as “Reform Jews” - by far, the largest group 
within the Jewish population - nearly six in 
10 marry non-Jews without the latter under-
going any form of conversion to Judaism.

In 1983, the American Reform movement 
determined that henceforth, having one Jew-
ish parent would suffice in order for the chil-
dren to be recognised as Jews, thereby doing 
away with the matrilineal descent principle. 
As a result hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
can Jews today are considered Jewish by the 
Reform but not by the Orthodox nor, to my 
knowledge, Conservative movements. 

This would particularly present problems 
when such individuals wished to marry 
within the Orthodox Jewish fold, but in 
practice the great majority of patrilineal Jews 
- not unpredictably - go on in their turn to 
marry non-Jews, so the question has arisen 
less often than had been feared. 

Taking the Orthodox out of the equation - 
according to the Pew finding, intermarriage 
in this sector is only two per cent - one finds 
that more than seven American Jews out of 
10 are marrying out of the faith. 

This is despite the enormous sums that 
have been invested in “Jewish continuity” 
programmes following the results of the 1990 
US National Population Survey, revealing that 
US intermarriage rates by then exceeded 50 
per cent. 

In South Africa, according to surveys 
conducted in 1998 and 2005, intermarriage 
remains well below 10 per cent. More than 

four out of five Jewish children attend a Jew-
ish day school, strikingly high proportions 
compared with other Diaspora communities 
observe such basic practices as keeping Shab-
bat and kashrut and nearly all of the remain-
der are sufficiently connected to at least 
attend a seder and fast on Yom Kippur. 

South African Jewry is, in fact, much more 
religious now than its pioneering ancestors 
were. What is more, the turnaround is largely 
youth-driven. 

In what goes against all expectations and 
past experience, it has not been a case of 
the older generations striving (and usually 
failing) to keep the youth in the fold, but of 
the younger generations forging ahead while 
also raising the levels of their parents’ and 
grandparents’ involvement. 

As a result of all of this, South African 
Jewry has exercised a disproportionate 
influence on the international Jewish stage, 
particularly through those of its members 
who have emigrated. 

Among the many former South Africans 
who have risen to prominence is the new UK 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, a former Cape-
tonian. It is hard to imagine that for most of 
its history, this community had to “import” 
its spiritual leaders. 

Only from the late 1950s did local institu-
tions begin turning out a “made in South 
Africa” product, commencing with the Min-
ister’s Training College operating under the 
auspices of the old Federation of Synagogues 
and based at the Great Synagogue in Wolma-
rans Street Synagogue. 

Since then, scores of young rabbonim have 
emerged from the multiple yeshivot and 
kollelim around the country, with a high pro-
portion of these making a significant impact 
overseas. 

As for the rank and file, one only has to wit-
ness the streets of the Greater Glenhazel area 
on any given Shabbos to see how remarkably 
the scrupulous piety of our Lithuanian (and 
other) ancestors has taken root, completely 
confounding the gloomy prediction of previ-
ous generations who believed such a thing to 
be impossible.

On a sobering note, while South African 
Jewry seems to be enjoying a genuine golden 
age, the reality is that it numbers little more 
than 75 000 souls and perhaps even less than 
that. Put another way, this community would 
have to grow eight-fold just to be as large as 
that of Miami and 50-fold if it is to match 
that of New York. 

At the end of the day, we are only a little 
corner of the Diaspora, albeit a relatively 
healthy one, but elsewhere a vast proportion 
of the Jewish world is in the process of disap-
pearing altogether. This alone should make 
one very hesitant to immigrate to anywhere 
other than Israel.  

BARBARIC YAWP
David Saks

South African Jewry is, in 
fact, much more religious 
now than its pioneering 
ancestors were. What is 
more, the turnaround is 
largely youth-driven. 
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Wrong venue given 
for Tanzer dinner

In our article in last week’s 
newspaper on page 4, 
headlined “Community 
pays glowing tribute to the 
dynamic Tanzer couple”, 
it should be noted that 
the dinner was held at the 
Sandton Convention Cen-
tre and not at the Yeshiva 
College Campus as stated. 
We regret the error

Disclaimer
The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be expressed. Opinions 
articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff or 
directors of the Jewish Report. 
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Dear Friend,

Something beautiful is happening in South Africa. From kashrut to Shabbos 
to mezuzahs you can feel the Yiddishkeit bursting. Last year alone, Rabbi 
Dovid Haller helped others put on tefillin over eighteen thousand times! 
Every day more people want to be part of this phenomenal wave that’s 
buoying our souls in a nutty world.

So what better moment to take the next step? Tefillin. No other people, has 
anything vaguely similar. Tefillin are uniquely ours. Their mystery is as eter-
nal as the Jews themselves.

Try it once a week for starters. Or every morning besides Shabbos and 
Yom Tov - and recite the Shema while you’re wired to the Almighty.  
These 5 minutes will change your life. And it will help change the world.

Let’s raise our arms and lift our heads.

Rabbi David Masinter
Director
Chabad House Johannesburg

IT’S 
TIME 

TO 
WRAP 

THIS 
ENERGY

Lubavitch Foundation

chabad house
Driven by Miracle Drive

TEFILLIN POWER

The Baruch Demby

TefiLLin fund
A project of Chabad House

For more info: chabadsouthafrica.org

Sponsorships of Tefillin available from:
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WhaT a disappoinTing rabin 
MeMoriaL TurnouT!

It is with the utmost sadness and anger that 
I note that the turnout by the Johannesburg 
Jewish community to pay respect to the 
memory of Yitzhak Rabin, has fallen on deaf 
ears. Maybe 50 people turned up, with most 
of King David School learners and a few 
members of the community.  

None of the other schools such as Yeshiva 
College and Torah Academy, were present. 

Where was most of our South African Jew-
ish leadership: Avrom Krengel? The Chief 
Rabbi that is supposed to represent South 
African Jewry? Why was he not there? Prob-
ably counting the number of challot made 
and the number of Jews that will now keep 
Shabbat after his Shabbos Project. 

I call on the Jewish community to remem-
ber the consequences of Rabin’s murder. 
That is to remember tolerance of one 
another, something that is missing in the 
South African Jewish community.

david Kruger, Johannesburg

You MusT regisTer To voTe

I, together with my fellow South Africans, Jews 
and non-Jews alike, note with concern the 
signing of the controversial and maligned e-toll 
system into law by our ANC-run government. 

Notwithstanding the procedural and substan-
tive irregularities surrounding the implementa-
tion of e-tolls, the implementation of the e-toll 
system by Sanral, will impose a further increase 
on the ever-spiralling cost of living. 

It is time that we, as South African Jews, who 
have a history of being responsible citizens, fight-
ing to uphold democracy and against society’s 
ills, make our voice heard. 

I am not advocating that Johannesburg Jewry 
participate in the next Cosatu march, or that we 
withhold payment of taxes; what I do suggest, 
is Johannesburg Jewry protest the ANC-driven 
e-tolls by registering to vote on November 10 and 
11 and by voting at the upcoming elections in 
2014. This is even more imperative, given the re-
cent loss of the Opposition Against Urban Tolling 
Alliance’s case in the Appeal Court which, barring 
an appeal to the Constitutional Court, paves the 
way for the implementation of the e-toll system.  

Whichever political party one votes for, par-
ticipation in democracy through voting, is the 
strongest tool in the hands of the ordinary citi-
zen. It is also vitally important that we educate 
the youth regarding the importance of the vote 
and encourage them to register to vote. The time 
is now to save our democracy from the ANC, 
which believes that it can enact policies such as 
e-toll without heeding the voice of the public. 

Joshua apfel, sydenham

WhY does JeWish reporT ignore ‘The eLephanT in The rooM’?

It is amazing how Jewish Report publishes letter after 
letter that seek to refute the notion that Israel is an 
apartheid state, while continuing to ignore the prover-
bial “elephant in the room”: hundreds of thousands of 
Jewish settlers residing in the Palestinian Occupied 
Territories. 

They were settled there by Israel in violation of 
international law and they enjoy access to Israeli citi-
zenship as well as full political, civil and social rights. 
Alongside them, millions of local Palestinians are 
subject to military rule and have no access to political, 
legal and civil rights or social services in Israel, the  

 
state that governs their lives and imposes its domina-
tion on them. 

In addition, the state plays an active role in dispossess-
ing Palestinians of land and water resources, and trans-
ferring them to Jewish citizens and Israeli companies. 

It is the coexistence of two populations that are 
subject to radically different legal regimes and sets of 
rights, which constitutes a form of apartheid rule in 
international law. 

ran greenstein
sociology department, Wits

ad for Cape ConferenCe, MisLeading

I am shocked at David Jacobson’s letter (JR, 
October 18) on charging a fee to attend the Cape 
Board’s conference, because in the advertise-
ment in the Jewish Chronicle of September, it 
stated that “most importantly, the community is 
invited” to “share their views” at the conference.

Nowhere did it say in the ad that only organi-
sations, delegates and observers can attend.

Jacobson states in his letter that in the confer-
ence “we host an important communal conversa-
tion”. Do I not exist? Am I not part of the Cape 
Town Jewish community, because I can’t pay the 
R200 entrance fee? The venue seats at least 400 
people; only 250 attended. I thank the promoters 
of the Sinai Indaba for having made available free 
tickets for the Sinai Indaba for those who could 
not afford to pay, of which I was one.

 
ellen Lan, Cape Town
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illness or when diet is poor. It is also suitable for adolescents.
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KOSHER in more ways than one

New chemist 
open very c lose to you

INLAND PHARMACY

No. 1 Durham Street, Raedene/Sydenham
Johannesburg, 2192

Tel: 011 485-3103 | Cell: 083 663 6421
Fax: 011 640-5834

Email: inlandpharmacy@gmail.com

ip

We accept all Medical Aids
We accept debit & credit cards

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm
Saturday 9am – 8pm
Public Holidays 9am – 5pm
Sundays 9am – 8pm

We deliver free of charge

Our business hours

We offer 
•  BP checks at R10.00
• Suger checks at R20.00
•  Cholesterol checks at 

R30.00

OWN CORRESPONDENT

Breast cancer is any woman’s worst nightmare. 
This is as much about the horror of getting 
cancer as knowing that your body will look 
different for the rest of your life, which will 
affect who you are, and how you see yourself, 
as a woman. 

US actor Angelina Jolie made the issue sky-
rocket in general awareness in May, when she 
announced that she was having a “prophylac-
tic mastectomy”, because her mother had died 
of breast cancer and she too had the BRCA1 
mutational gene. 

Jewish women of Ashkenazi descent are 
genetically more commonly prone to the ill-
ness, but scarily, statistics reveal a significant 
increase in breast cancer diagnoses; while your 
genes might protect you or push you towards 
the firing line, more than 70 per cent of cur-
rent diagnoses are in women with no genetic 
or lifestyle indications.

Specialist breast surgeon Carol Benn (pic-
tured), who runs South Africa’s most pro-
active breast cancer awareness clinics, in the 
Helen Joseph and Milpark hospitals, doesn’t 
like the term “prophylactic mastectomy” as she 
feels it is not accurate. 

“It’s not based on any one decision. The pro-
cedure is usually accomplished today with an 
associated immediate reconstruction. Removal 
of so-called healthy breast tissue creates an 
intensive debate, among both clinicians and 
women themselves.

“With recommendations that conservation 
and radiation be standard for treating stage 
1 and 2 breast cancers, and awareness that 
most women will be alive and well five and 10 
years post breast cancer treatment, the idea of 
removing non-cancerous breast tissue must be 
studied with clear understanding of risks and 
benefits.

“The term prophylactic mastectomy is not 
accurate. Prophylaxis means to prevent; al-
though with the techniques used for mastecto-
mies today, over 98 per 
cent of breast tissue 
can be removed, this 
is still never 100 per 
cent.

“There are two 
types of risk-reducing 
surgery: Women who 
wish to undergo bilat-
eral skin sparing mas-
tectomy, with immedi-
ate reconstruction; and 

women diagnosed with breast carcinoma in 
one breast who wish to undergo an opposite 
side mastectomy. The latter is for women who 
wish to have perfect symmetry. 

“The models for predicting high-risk pa-
tients are many. About five to 10 per cent of 
breast cancers are thought to be hereditary, 
from either the mother’s or father’s side of the 
family. Some 20 to 30 per cent of women with 
breast cancer have a family member with the 
disease, but some 70 to 80 per cent do not.

“Inherited breast cancer mutations are most 
commonly found in Jewish women of Ash-
kenazi descent; they’re also found in African 
American women, Afrikaner women of Dutch 
descent, and women who have Scottish or 
Hispanic origins.

It’s a tough decision to choose risk-reducing 
breast surgery because it can’t be undone. 
Benn is adamant that “a patient should attend 
medical appointments with her partner to 
determine which decision is correct for her”, 
but, she adds ultimately it must always be the 
patient’s decision and not that of the treating 
physician. “The decision is difficult, particu-
larly when a woman is at her most vulnerable 
(post diagnosis). Should the woman not be sure 
of this decision, it is always advisable to delay 
it. There is no such thing as an emergency risk-
reducing mastectomy.” 

She explains the signs of breast cancer, 
adding that the trick is to catch it in its earliest 
manifestation. “Know the look, size, shape 
and feel of your breasts. They aren’t identical. 

Health & Beauty

Birt Street Medical Centre    011 640-7668     083-279-7240

Medaesthetics

• Botox 
• Fillers 
• Weight Loss

*  Complimentary 
aesthetic evaluation

Birt Street Medical Centre    011 640-7668     083-279-7240

Rediscover your natural beauty

Dr Talia Notelovitz
MBBCh cum laude, 
MSc (Nutrition) cum laude
American Academy 
of Aesthetic Medicine

Breast cancer is a multi-faceted scourge

PARK LANE SPEECH & HEARING
offers the following services at our practice 

at the Park Lane Hospital:

◗  Speech and Language assessments and therapy
◗  Auditory processing assessments and therapy
◗  Hearing testing from newborns to adults
◗  Hearing aid dispensing
◗  Hearing aid batteries and accessories
◗  Customized swim plugs and noise plugs
◗  Feeding assessments and therapy

T: 011 480-4237/4258
E: reception@speechandhearing.co.za

W: www.speechandhearing.co.za
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Know the extent of your risk, in terms of heredi-
tary cancers.” 

Scarily, “70 per cent of all women diagnosed 
with breast cancer have no identifiable risk fac-
tors; don’t be complacent. If you are a woman 
over 40, go for an annual mammogram and 
ultrasound; women of all ages should do breast 
self-examinations once a month. Breast cancer is 
not an old ladies’ disease; youngsters are at risk 

too.
“The good news is nine out of ten women 

treated for breast cancer are alive ten years down 
the line. A large percentage of breast cancer 
patients receive immediate breast reconstruction. 
It is usually a prescribed minimum benefit on 
medical schemes. Onco-reconstructive surgery 
has been performed in Europe for the last 30 
years; we know it is safe and beneficial.”

Berdene Segal
PHYSIOTHERAPY

B.Sc. Physiotherapy (Rand)
Regd. Physiotherapist

No. 6 Glenwood Lodge, Cnr Long & George Avenues
Fairmount Ridge ext 2

PO Box 29192, Sandringham, 2131

(011) 485 2670

082-410-1498
maravkar@global.co.za
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Open over 
December 
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The Original Pocketed  Coil
Since 1925

TRADING HOURS Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30 am to 1:30 pm | Sunday 10:30 am to 1:30 pm

PROFESSIONAL HOME CARE
Practice Number 0359246 P R O V I D E R  O F  C H O I C E

H E A L T H C A R E

At last! Professional, reliable  
and affordable Home Care.

All our Care Givers at Isisa Healthcare are dedicated  
and share our passion for excellent service delivery.

We accommodate a variety of Home Care needs aiming to  
meet the specific requirements of both the patient and family.

All our Care Givers are professionally trained assessed  
and registered with the SANC (South African Nursing Council) 
and the HPSCA (Health Professional Council of South Africa)

We provide Care Givers for both short and long term 
assignments, with a ‘live-in’ option available.

For more information please contact  

Liz Fairall R.N, R.N.M. Dip Clinical Care, Admin and Instruction

or Anthea Cowan R.N. on  
Office    (011) 783 0823  
Mobile  072 802 1877
or Lorraine Hill 
Patient Care   076 793 0231
or visit www.isisahealthcare.co.za

Hours 8am-4pm Mon-Fri

isisa_A5_v5_1_06_2012.indd   1 13/6/12   13:47:07

Tony La Vita of  Ultimate Bed, situated at 79 
Grant Avenue in Norwood, Johannesburg, 
started the business five years ago and now 
runs a very successful specialist bedding 
store.

Ultimate Beds is an approved stockist of 
the Simmons range of  base and mattress sets 
and carries a comprehensive range on the 
showroom floor.

Mendel Meyer has recently joined Ulti-
mate Beds and together with Tony has many 
years’ experience in the bedding industry. He 
says Ultimate Beds can offer you professional 
and expert advice in making the right deci-
sion when buying a bed.

Ultimate Beds is having a special promo-
tion on Simmons and if  you are in the mar-
ket to buy a new bed, now is the time to take 
advantage of  the special discount, which 
runs until the end of  November.

Feel refreshed, rejuvenated and revital-
ised when sleeping on a Simmons bed. The 
importance of  sleep is a necessity, not a 
luxury. The latest ionic therapy technology 
revitalises and replenishes your body while 
you sleep.

Simmons Beautyrest has introduced Oxy 
Plus treatment to their range of  individually 
pocketed coil beds.

The negative ions produced, enable you to 
have a healthy sleeping environment and are 
nature’s way of  keeping our bodies ener-
gised.

Positive ions in the bloodstream - known 
as free radicals - mean slower and less 
efficient cells. Negative ions, on the other 
hand, balance this and accelerate delivery of 
oxygen to our cells and tissues, helping them 
to recover.

The individual pocketed coils mould to 
your body shape, giving you excellent spinal 
support and the “do not disturb” technol-
ogy enables two sleeping partners to have a 
virtually undisturbed night’s sleep.

The key benefits of  Oxy Plus are that it 
reduces stress, reduces fatigue, improves 
breathing and increases circulation.
•  For more information, please call at the 

store and experience the comfort and en-
joyment of  sleeping on a Simmons bed.

For sleeping comfort, 
try a Simmons bed from 
Ultimate Beds Isisa Healthcare & Training is a privately-owned 

company situated in Parkmore, Sandton. The 
company was established four and a half years 
ago in response to the many requests for this 
type of service for the healthcare industry. 

Isisa Healthcare is registered with the 
Board of Healthcare Funders, practice no: 
0800000359246

Isisa’s vision is to provide service excellence in 
a caring and personal way in a home environ-
ment. Its mission is to provide professional 
and suitably trained carers to meet all client 
requirements for the healthcare industry; to try 
as best possible to meet the physical, mental and 
emotional needs of the patient; and to provide 
support to the family and people in direct rela-
tions with the patient.

Isisa Healthcare has a fulltime staff comple-
ment of eight personnel and a database of 
400 “care-giving” staff. All staff are carefully 
selected using strict criteria to ensure they meet 
the required standard needed to provide an ex-
cellent service and they receive ongoing training 
to ensure that service excellence is maintained 
within the healthcare industry. 

All staff must be, and are registered with the 
South African Nursing Council and The Health-
care Professional Council of South Africa.

Isisa Healthcare provides a service to the 
Gauteng area. Its services include that their staff 
are available to work day duty, night duty and 
“live in” if the patient should need a 24 hour 
care service.

The company is owned and managed by 
Anthea Cowan and Elizabeth (Liz) Fairall.

Anthea Cowan (R N), has worked in the 

corporate environment for many years and 
was a director of Steiner Hygiene, a division of 
Bidvest, until she left to start Isisa.

Elizabeth Fairall (RN RM diploma Clinical 
Care Administration and Instruction), was the 
managing director of Charisma Healthcare 
Solutions, a division of Adcorp Holdings, from 
1997 - 2008. She was Senior Nursing Service 
Manager at Sandton Medi Clinic from 1992 – 
1997.

Isisa Healthcare has made application to the 
major South African medical insurance groups 
to be registered with them as a preferred sup-
plier for home care services.
Isisa Healthcare medium and long-term goals 
are:
•  To provide “best in class” care in a home en-
vironment that will allow the patients to leave 
hospital much earlier and recover in their own 
environment.

•  Isisa Healthcare aims to be the healthcare 
provider of choice.

•  To develop and grow working relationships 
with all the medical insurance groups, that 
will result in the overall decrease in direct 
medical costs to the patient.

Benefits
•  Mary Hook - Patient Supervisor Manager 
Soweto Clinic

•    Lorraine Hill - Patient Supervisor at home.
Both visit the patients on a regular and request 
basis
•   Ongoing training and education of staff. 
Practice No 8001022 | 52 13th Street, Park-
more, tel (011) 783-0823.

Isisa - service excellence 
in a caring way in home 
environment

Tony La Vita and Mendel Meyer.



Wholesome, 
sustainable energy  

at your  
fingertips

Your whole foods pantryFor more information contact us at  
(011) 762 5261 or visit our website: www.pouyoukas.co.za

Serve up the goodness of  
natural whole foods.

Choose life. 
Choose health. 

Choose Pouyoukas. 

The Pouyoukas kitchen at the Look & Feel Good Expo was a huge drawcard for visitors who flocked 
to the first-ever show in Durban. The stand was a constant hub of activity with celebrity chefs  
demonstrating mouthwatering dishes and interacting with visitors. 

Lisa Raleigh, a wellness expert and local celebrity, shared her knowledge of healthy eating habits 
and made easy-to-prepare tasty dishes such as home-made granola, low fat muffins, gluten-free 
apple crumble and a delicious and healthy roast vegetable and couscous salad.

Masterchef finalist, Joani, cooked up a storm with her seed loaf, cooked Pouyoukas whole-rolled 
oats, smoothies, black-eyed bean and tuna salad, falafel balls and cranberry oat squares. 

The audience and passers-by were treated to samplings of all the dishes, as well as receiving hun-
dreds of complimentary Pouyoukas products. 

The Look & Feel Good Expo goes to Sandringham Farm in Cape Town, today, Friday October 25, 
followed by the Northgate Dome in Johannesburg on November 8.

Pouyoukas Foods are of the highest quality, carefully selected from around the world. From seeds 
and legumes to essential flours and snack products, Pouyoukas products are the perfect addition to 
any pantry. Visit the Pouyoukas website by clicking on www.pouyoukas.co.za.

For further information please contact: Dean Miller, Group Marketing, tel (011) 762-5261 or cell 
083-297-6210, or contact Hazel Jacobson at Caro Communications, cell 082-829-6165.

Pouyoukas cooks up storm 
at Look & Feel Good Expo

Jozi’s first women’s only spa
FACIALS | MASSAGES | NAILS | BODY 

TREATMENTS | WAXING | SOCIAL EVENTS
Organic & natural products

The Zone @ Rosebank | T: 011 447 4534
info@rainurbanboutiquespa.com
www@rainurbanboutiquespa.com

call now to book

RAIN Urban Boutique Spa is a women’s-only 
beauty and wellness spa. Adopting a holistic 
approach, RAIN treats the spa experience not 
as a luxury, but as part of the modern woman’s 
wellness routine with proven emotional, physi-
cal and psychological benefits. 

Speaking to guests, co-founder and creator 
of RAIN, Amanda Johnson said: “Our focus is 
on meeting and surpassing the expectations of 
the woman who takes an interest in her own 
wellness and recognises the need to take care 
of herself. We want to make sure that every 
woman who walks through the door, feels 
absolutely special, taken care of and part of the 
RAIN family.’

RAIN elegantly introduces a trendy and hip 
verve to the traditional calming spa experience 
and sets a new benchmark. With a clean, fresh 
and airy white palate accented by invigorat-
ing aqua green, RAIN creates a comfortable, 

uncluttered and affirming environment for its 
women-only clientele. 

Nicola Hopwood, co-founder of the spa 
comments: “It’s time women had a space of 
our own, and what better place than the spa! 
We want women to be able to have a safe and 
comfortable place where they can simply be 
themselves. 

“It’s what makes RAIN the perfect place to 
come to by yourself or with a group of your 
friends, for a bridal shower or other special 
event, knowing you can just be one of the girls.”

The spa membership includes an affordable 
R350 monthly premium, with all-inclusive 
benefits including a customised monthly mas-
sage, discounts on a wide range of treatments, 
guest passes, and opportunities for upgrades 
and special gifting to friends and family. RAIN is 
soon to be a member’s only spa, so be sure to get 
in quickly before member spaces run out. 

This one’s for the ladies!
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Robyn Scott steals Edinburgh’s Fringe accolade

Photos courtesy Robyn Scott

ROBYN SASSEN

 “Edinburgh was the hardest thing 
I’ve done,” Capetonian actress 
Robyn Scott told the Jewish Report, 
of winning best actress at this year’s 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

She earned the accolade for 
“Rosa” an elderly Jewish woman, in 
“London Road”, a play by Nicholas 
Spagnoletti, which debuted four 
years ago. 

Rosa is a Sea Point resident; 
she’s all alone. Her children have 
emigrated. She befriends Stella, a 
young Nigerian woman, with dodgy 
drugs-laced secrets, but real heart. 

“Nicky wrote the play as ‘Stella’,” 
Scott remembers. “I met him at a 
party; he said: ‘It needs another 

character.’ That was Rosa. 
“Three readings later, the play 

was longer, Lara Bye was director, 
an older actress was cast. But Lara 
struggled to get the older actress to 
play ‘old’.  She invited me to audi-
tion. Rosa is 84. I was 36.” 

Bizarre it may seem; the fit was 
sound: Scott first earned critical 
kudos as a 21-year-old, when she 
played Queen Elizabeth, aged 60. 

“I have a weakness for the elderly. 
We have so much to learn from 
them; so often, society abandons 
them. In finding Rosa, I looked 
within. I grew up in Sea Point. 
I’m half Jewish - my father, born 
in Frankfurt, was rescued by the 
Kindertransport. 

“In researching this role, I ac-

costed little old Sea Point Jewish ladies, armed with 
a voice recorder. The show’s designer, Craig Leo and I 
decided what shoes Rosa wears, what cardigan; bit by bit 
we pieced her together. It’s an honour to perform her. 
A privilege. She deserves 110 per cent of my attention 
every time.

“I’d never been to Edinburgh before. It’s really daunt-
ing. The festival, established in 1947, lasts a month; this 
year there were 2 896 shows. We were invited by the As-
sembly Festival under William Burdett-Coutts.

“London Road’s been to three consecutive National 
Arts Festivals in Grahamstown, but in Edinburgh we sus-
pected it wouldn’t be the rock concert success it was in 
South Africa. Edinburgh audiences don’t know Sea Point 
nostalgia or accents.

“Also South African audiences laugh and roar and clap 
and scream and hoot. They don’t, in Edinburgh. 

“I’m a better actor because of Rosa,” she adds. It takes 
her two hours to transform into the old lady. “And that’s 
just the make up.” The emotional shifts are huge, too. 

“But, being singled out with Dame Janet Suzman and 
then winning the award, one of the top at Edinburgh, 
called the Stage Awards: Oh! It was such an honour! 
When they called my name I was in shock. Just being 
nominated, was like I’d won. When I did actually win, I 
was speechless.” 

The Stage Awards, among 29 that assess Edinburgh 
Festival, is judged by the festival review team from The 
Stage newspaper. 

Other South Africans acknowledged this year in Edin-
burgh include the cast of Lara Foot’s “Marion and Solomon”, 
Janet Suzman and Khayalethu Anthony; and Canada-based 

Yael Farber, whose play Nirbhaya, about rape in India, won 
the Amnesty International Award.  

“This win is opening doors for me. Just you watch this 
space.” 

Art exhibition raising money for 
‘the fun stuff’
Janet Pollack Art Studio, 12 Otto Street, Illovo, hosts its annual art 
exhibition on Sunday November 3, 11:00 - 13:00. Ten per cent of 
the proceeds of the exhibition go to the Children’s Haemotology and 
Oncology Centre, a project which Janet Pollack has been running 
for about 18 years. “It is a showcase of my students’ work,” says 
Pollack. “People come, they open their hearts and their pockets to 
this cause, acknowledging that every cent counts.” The money she 
makes is very specifically allocated and is focused on buying “the 
fun stuff” that goes toward bringing smiles to the young patients. 
(011) 268-1024. 

Lewandowski Chorale on at 
Theatre on the Square
Following the runaway success of the Lewandowksi Chorale and 
the Imilonji KaNtu Choral Society at the Soweto Theatre earlier this 
month, the Lewandowksi Chorale, under choirmaster Adam Gold-
ing, performs a lunch-hour concert at the Auto and General Theatre 
on the Square in Sandton on November 1. The chorale, barely 20 
months old, is still a toddler as far as choirs go. Initially conceived 
to perform the works of the famous 19th century Jewish liturgical 
composer in the original form, the choristers - many of whom have 
never been exposed to this music - have risen to the challenge 
with aplomb. Call (011) 883-8606.

Cat Simoni for ‘West End to 
Broadway’ revue
Bet David in Sandton presents Cat Simoni, aka the girl with the 
golden voice in a revue called From West End to Broadway and 
Beyond, a fundraising show which will feature showstoppers from 

some of the biggest musicals to grace Broadway and the West 
End. The show will also present highlights of Simoni’s “showbiz 
rollercoaster ride and bizarre encounters with high society’s rich 
and famous at London’s five-star venues: The Ritz, Dorchester 
and Mayfair.” The revue takes place in Middleton Hall, 3 Middle 
Road, Morningside on Sunday November 3 at 16:00. Tickets: R150. 
Phone (011) 783-7117 or e-mail admin2@betdavid.org.za for 
bookings. 

Variety of work to go on display 
at Johannesburg Library

Since April 2013, a group of Johannesburg-based artists, including 
Talya Lubinsky (pictured), Jonah Sack, Bettina Malcomess and Ruth 
Sack, have been working in the Johannesburg City Library. They 
have been investigating its resources, which include a newspaper 
archive, as well as reference collections of Africana, musical scores 
and theatrical scripts. The library’s singular location and labyrinthi-
an architecture will be made use of, opening up previously unused, 
hidden areas. On November 9 they introduce an ongoing endeav-
our that will continue in 2014. A variety of work will be on display, 
including sculptural and performative interventions, collaborative 
work and artists books.

Arts News in Brief

Robyn Scott as she is (inset) and Robyn Scott as Rosa in 
London Road. 
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“Transformation and Change” was the theme of the 
Torah Academy Girls’ High School’s matric farewell 
attended by 200 people at the Sydenham-Highlands 
North Synagogue Hall.

The invitations drew an analogy between the meta-
morphosis of a caterpillar into a butterfly, stating: 
“Just when the caterpillar thought the world was over, 
it became a butterfly.”

Dressed in their finery, the girls wore graduation 
caps and gowns when they entered the hall.

Chanale Chaikin was MC for the evening, while 
Chani Glassman delivered a Dvar Torah. A DVD of last 
year’s TA “Israel Encounter” was also screened.

Rebecca Sarchi, principal of TAGHS, addressing the 
girls, spoke about each individual matriculant. 

She encouraged them to believe in themselves and 
to be positive about life. “If you change the way you 
look at things, you will change the things you see,” she 
said.

The matrics paid tribute to all their teachers and 
thanked them for providing their six years of high 
school education.

A “surprise” was the screening of another DVD, 
featuring the siblings of the matrics when they ex-
plained, in a humorous way, the transformation they 
had witnessed in their sisters throughout their high 
school years. The evening was organised by Devorah 
Kay and the grade 11 class.

Apt analogy of a caterpillar morphing into a butterfly

Pictured are the girls before the ceremony: Sarit Shull; Tzipporah Berman; Lisa Bloch; 
Chani Glassman; Chani Yachad; Devorah Finger; Jordan Lorge; Kiki Farber; Tali Drutman; 
and Sasha Berkowitz.

Photo Joffie Berkowitz

JAYDE MOSS, GRADE 10

Cancer Awareness Week was held at 
King David Linksfield from Monday 
October 7 to Friday October 11.

The school’s Outreach and Aware-
ness Committees teamed up in an ef-
fort to raise cancer awareness. There 
were three different ways in which 
our fellow pupils, teachers, as well as 
parents could be involved:
1. Pink hair extensions. 
2.  Spray painting of the hair with dif-

ferent colours that each symbol-
ised a different form of cancer. 

3.  For those who were brave enough - 
most of the boys - a #2 shave. 
Gold beaded cancer awareness 

badges were sold during the breaks 
and in the mornings before the start 

of school, to raise the awareness of 
cancer and support several cancer 
associations with the funds that we 
raised. 

Teddy bears were also collected 
throughout the week and taken to 
hospitals for children who were suf-
fering from cancer. On Wednesday 
October 9, break was extended by an 
hour, just to raise the extra aware-
ness throughout our school, and by 
this day, the gold badges were already 
sold out! It was an unbelievably 
generous turnout from our school 
and everyone came together to sup-
port one cause and raise awareness 
throughout society.

Well done to everyone for their 
overwhelming support – the school 
raised R20,000.

Shaven or coloured heads for a good cause

Headmaster Marc Falconer has his 
head shaved by past pupil Eitan Egdes.
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY HAILEY FOX

Bandana Day raises awareness and money for those fighting leukaemia.
Pine Street Playschool learners Sara Kress; Mopeli Koloti; Nathan Sim; Tyler Gil-
christ; Erin Katzman; Chase Goodman; and David Sim, proudly wear their bandanas 
in support of the Sunflower Fun.

Wearing bandanas for a 
worthy cause
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I congratulate the new-
ly-elected executive of 
the SAJBD Cape Coun-
cil, whose members 
were elected shortly 
after the SAJBD Cape 
Conference held earlier 
this month. It com-
prises Gary Eisenberg 
(chairman); Stanley 
Donen and Eric Marx 
(vice-chairmen); 
Vivienne Anstey and 

Lester Hoffman (treasurer); I look forward to 
working with them. 

As previously reported, the theme of the Cape 
Conference was “Safe Spaces”, which stressed 
the importance of fostering an environment in 
our community where diverse viewpoints can 
be aired and discussed in a respectful, construc-
tive manner. It is fine to disagree with someone, 
but unacceptable when this takes the form of 
personal insults or intimidation. 

What makes it more vital than ever that we 
achieve this goal, are the multiple ways in which 
people in our community now communicate 
with one another on a continual basis. 

Through the electronic media, we today have 
at our disposal a range of vehicles through 
which dialogue and discussion can take place. It 
is a wonderful tool, but like anything else, it can 
be, and unfortunately often is, abused. 

Cyber bullying in general has emerged as a 
serious problem and it is made all the more 
difficult to deal with by the fact that cyberspace 
is simply too vast to be effectively policed. Ulti-
mately, it is up to each and every individual to 

act responsibly when exercising his or her right 
to freedom of expression.

It is fine to disagree with someone, and to do 
so robustly if necessary, but vilifying them for 
their opinions is unacceptable. It is also coun-
terproductive, since such discourse all too often 
deteriorates into unseemly tit-for-tat invective 
in which the actual issues at hand are increas-
ingly pushed to the margins. 

As a community, we should be able to debate 
issues among ourselves in a cogent, respect-
ful manner. Whether in the social media, the 
blogosphere or indeed at traditional face-to-face 
community gatherings such as conferences, 
each of us needs to be cognisant that just be-
cause someone holds a different opinion to you 
does not make him or her “the enemy”.

An inspiring Mitzvah School prize-giving
One of the longest-running community out-
reach projects is the Mitzvah School, on the 
premises of the Bet David congregation.

Since 1987, this has assisted disadvantaged 
learners from Alexandra and elsewhere in pre-
paring for and writing matric and has notched 
up an outstanding success rate in this regard. 
Our national director, Wendy Kahn, attended 
the school’s prize-giving ceremony on Sunday 
and was both inspired and deeply moved by the 
stories the individuals concerned had to tell. 

Again, it demonstrated how many people in 
our community, almost always quietly and out 
of the public eye, are helping in so many ways 
to alleviate the many socio-economic challenges 
facing our society. 

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Creating ‘Safe Spaces’ for 
debate and  dialogue 
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Holocaust survivor Rena Quint – 
inspiration to all South Africans

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Over the past week, 
Yom Hashoah 
ceremonies were held 
under the auspices 
of the Board in all 
the main Jewish 
population centres. 

In addition, and 
possibly for the 
first time ever, a 
ceremony was held 
in Grahamstown as 
part of a visit by a 
delegation from the 
Board, SAZF and SAUJS 
to meet with the staff 
and students of Rhodes 
University and other 
members of the local 

community.
This year’s keynote speaker, Rena Quint, 

spoke at the Johannesburg and Durban 
ceremonies and afterwards addressed the 
community in Cape Town. Like all Holocaust 
survivors, the story she had to tell was a 
harrowing one. That being said, it was deeply 
inspiring to hear how despite this, she was 
able to go on to build a successful, fulfilling 
life for herself, including raising a family of 
committed, involved Jews. 

As she observed, it was this continuation 
of a vibrant Jewish life, particularly in Israel 
where she now lives, that demonstrates how 
the Nazis ultimately failed in their efforts to 
destroy the Jewish people. 

Rena’s message should resonate with 
all people who have undergone traumatic 
experiences as a result of persecution 
and injustice. Indeed, as a result of being 
interviewed on Radio SAfm, she was even 

invited to speak to women prisoners on behalf 
of the Department of Correctional Services. 

By her example, she is able to show that no 
matter how low we fall, or are made to fall by 
others, we have the capacity to pick ourselves 
up afterwards and rise to undreamed of 
heights. 

While we must never forget the past, 
we should not allow it to engender a sense 
of hopelessness. Rather, we must use the 
lessons learned to build something positive, 
be it working towards creating a more just 
and compassionate society, rebuilding what 
has been destroyed or simply in the way one 
interacts with other people. 

‘Labelling controversy’ finally laid to rest
Shortly before going to print, we were 
delighted to learn that the long-running 
“labelling controversy” had been brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion.  

The final decision by the Cabinet regarding 
how products from Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank should be identified, is very 
much in line with what the Board and SAZF 
regarded as satisfactory.

The labelling is neutral and descriptive and 
not politically motivated, which is all that we 
wanted. In our media release we thank the 
Office of the Presidency, Cabinet and Minister 
of Trade and Industry Rob Davies, for hearing 
and taking into account out concerns when 
finalising the new regulations.  

The outcome of the months of deliberation 
over this issue has been a sensible one that 
addressed the requirement that the places 
of origin of imported products be accurately 
identified without the addition of politically-
motivated aspects that cause division within 
the South African population.  

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone enjoys a good 
story, but they’re not 
much fun when they’re 
filled with pain and 
suffering.

Almost daily a new 
heart-breaking story 
crosses my desk involv-
ing some communal 
sadness and sorrow. 
These situations are 
challenging, often 
requiring more wisdom 
than we humans have, 
and there are seldom 
simple solutions.   

Respecting the 
privacy and (often op-
posing) perspectives of 
those involved, we sum-
mon all our resources 

to examine the complexities from every angle. 
Then we do our very best to help.

I want to share just one story with you.   
Once upon a time the parents of three 

children were involved in a serious car acci-
dent. The father was left a paraplegic and his 
wife suffered severe emotional trauma and 
depression. Neither was able to work.

It’s our policy to try to solicit support from 
family members, but in this case, as in many 
others, no-one could assist. Maintaining 
their medical aid was a priority. 

Then a holistic approach was applied, 
involving our financial services, healthcare 
professionals and social workers who teamed 
up to assess the family’s living arrangements 
and determine how best to meet their needs.  

As it happened, the most practical and 
affordable option was to pay their bond so 
they could continue living in their home 
with domestic help. We also facilitated dis-
ability grants which helped toward food and 
clothing.

Counselling and home visits were routine-
ly provided and arrangements were made 
to enable the children to continue in their 
schools.  

But life evolves and with the passage 
of time it became clear that the children 
required closer supervision.  

The oldest son had matriculated and our 
student support services financed his ter-
tiary studies. The two younger ones became 
part of Arcadia’s after school programme, 
where homework and play is supervised. The 
situation is being carefully monitored and 
if it becomes necessary, they will move into 
Arcadia.  

Sadly, dad has passed away. West Park took 
care of all arrangements and covered the 
burial costs.

We have finally managed to persuade mom 
to join our protected employment programme 
which will bolster her self-esteem and provide 
her with a productive element to her day.

This story is far from over, but it is our 
hope that we can provide the children with 
emotional and educational support that will 
enable them, in time, to emerge confident, 
productive members of our community.

Certainly this storyteller prefers happy 
endings.   

May our partnership continue to thrive!
Feel free to contact me on feedback@

thechev.org.za

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO

Once upon a time...
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Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society 
is re-launched
OWN CORRESPONDENT
 
� e Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society(JJGS) which 
died a quiet death some years ago, 
has been resurrected as the Jewish 
Genealogical Society South Africa.

� e JGSSA is a�  liated to the 
International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS),the 
umbrella body of over 80 societies 
around the world. A call is going out 
for all interested in the history of the 
Jews of SA and the story of their own 
families in Europe and South Africa, 
to become involved. 

� e JGSSA is hosting a public 
meeting at the HOD Centre, 58 
Oaklands Road, Orchards, on March 
10 at 19:30. At this meeting Lionel 
Slier will give a talk about “� e 
Rescue of Jewish Orphans from the 
Horrors of War-torn Eastern Europe 
in 1921, taken to South Africa”. 

genealogysa@gmail.com
082-423-05560.     
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On 7 Adar - Zayin 
Adar - as has become 
traditional on this, 
the yahrtzeit of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the 
Chevrah Kadisha in 
Johannesburg held 
a special function to 
honour those who 
have in various ca-
pacities volunteered 
their services to the 
organisation. 

Our national direc-
tor, Wendy Kahn, 
represented the 
Board at the event, 
and attests to how 
inspiring it was to yet 

again be shown how much members of our 
community are contributing to the greater 
communal good. 

Singled out for special tribute at this 
function was Steven Adler, with whom the 

Board has worked closely on matters of 
common interest on a number of occasions 
in the past. 

� e largely unsung heroes and heroines 
who render such dedicated and honourable 
service in the sphere of Jewish welfare, have 
their counterparts in all spheres of Jewish 
communal activity. 

� rough my involvement with the Dur-
ban Holocaust Centre, I am especially aware 
of how much our volunteer guides contrib-
ute. Taking visiting groups - in the main 
school learners - through displays, requires 
both a sound knowledge of the historical 
background and an ability to convey with 
appropriate insight and sensitivity the 
deeper lessons that those sombre events 
encapsulate for ours and future generations. 

� us, our guides devote considerable ad-
ditional time to research and educational 
training, motivated not by any expectation 
of � nancial or other reward but out of a pas-
sionate desire to add value in a worthy cause.

� is essentially sel� ess devotion to mak-

ing a contribution removed from any desire 
of personal gain, is characteristic of all 
forms of voluntary communal service.

Events like Zayin Adar are important 
because they recognise and honour those 
who dedicate so much time and e� ort to the 
community. 

Volunteers may not do what they do be-
cause they crave recognition, but this does 
not mean that their e� orts should be taken 
for granted and never acknowledged. 

Such public recognition, in addition to 
showing the necessary “Hakarat Hatov” (lit-
erally, “recognising the good”) and helping 
motivate them to continue their good work, 
also plays a part in inspiring others to come 
on board. 

Periodically patting ourselves on the back 
does not mean we can a� ord to become 
complacent. Times remain di�  cult and the 
needs both of our own community and the 
wider society are only growing. 

� e proud tradition our community has 
of contributing both to Jewish and general 

causes, can certainly inspire us, but ensur-
ing that it is maintained is a challenge for 
every new generation. 

� e real reward of serving the community 
ultimately lies in the emotional satisfaction 
and enhanced sense of self-worth that one 
receives through going beyond the bounda-
ries of one’s own personal needs to be of 
assistance to others. Our Jewish tradition 
stresses that the key to attaining happiness 
and ful� lment is through giving, in what-
ever form this might take. Put another way, 
and paradoxical as it sounds, giving is in 
reality the most rewarding form of taking, 
without anyone being at all diminished 
thereby, but quite the contrary.

I believe that the remarkable success of 
the South African Jewish community has 
been that so many of its members have 
taken this lesson to heart. 

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board 
Talk on 101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 
- 13:00. 

Giving is the most rewarding form of taking
 A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone’s been boasting 
about the 2012 matric 
results and there’s cer-
tainly a lot to boast about 
- mazaltov to learners, 
parents and schools!    

� e 15 matric students 
for whom the Chev pro-
vided � nancial and coun-
selling services, all passed 
with excellent results 
- several with multiple 
distinctions. Our pledge 
of con� dentiality prevents 
me from saying more than 
that some achieved this 
under the most horri� c 
circumstances and that we 
are thrilled to have been 
able to help.  

Our numbers could have 
been bigger, but there were no matric students at 
Arcadia last year 

You may be wondering why I am boasting 
about matric results when that’s the domain of 
schools. And it’s a good question. But the issue 
of who is responsible for ensuring that our youth 
receive a Jewish education has become increas-
ingly murky. Maybe we should talk about it?

� e cost of private education in Jewish day 
schools is prohibitive and frankly, unsustainable.  

� e Chev’s Student Support Services has an 
agreement with these schools through which 
we subsidise families in need of help but only 
to a degree. � e bulk of the subsidy rests with 
the schools themselves. � at, we believe, is as it 
should be.  

Primary responsibility for education in Jewish 
day schools remains the obligation of the Jew-
ish educational system. But schools are � nding 
themselves under pressure and are hard-pressed 
and sometimes disinclined to maintain these 
subsidies, particularly for students who don’t 
reward with good behaviour and good results.

Unlike welfare, education is not the Chev’s 
area of expertise. Education becomes a welfare 

concern for us when families cannot a� ord the 
costs of remedial and special needs schooling 
(R3,5m paid out in 2012) and tertiary education 
(R1,7m).  

We pay full fees if there’s no alternative, or 
when there’s no Jewish partner to share the bur-
den with. Even when there are Jewish partners, 
we still come to the party for each child, every 
month, to o� er some relief to the Jewish day 
schools (R2m).

If it’s still unsustainable, and Jewish children 
are being turned away, that’s a sign that the sys-
tem needs revision. (Home schooling and online 
classrooms are gaining popularity worldwide.)   

As a community we need to put our heads 
together, think out of the box and come up with 
a solution we can all live with, and one that our 
children can thrive on.

� en the Chev can concentrate on providing 
food, shelter and healthcare to the community.   

Please feel free to communicate with me on 
feedback@thechev.org.za

  Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sie� 
Group CEO

Subsidising Jewish education: when and how
 A column of the Chevrah Kadisha
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This column is paid for by the WIZO South Africa

As the newly-elected president of WIZO SA I 
look forward to sharing my thoughts and aspira-
tions for our movement in 2013. � e leadership 
of WIZO SA attended the WIZO MOR (Meeting 
of Representatives) in Israel in January and were 
proudly acknowledged for our quick response to 
the Pillars of Defence Emergency Appeal last year. 

� e spontaneous and generous donations of our 
chaverot to this fund will provide psychological 
counselling programmes, dealing with post-trau-
matic stress for our children, youth, sta�  and their 
families in the day-care centres, schools and WIZO 
youth clubs, a� ected by the bombing. 

In addition, in those areas where WIZO facilities 
are at high risk, allocations are being made to se-
cure and upgrade the bomb shelters. � e concern 
and support of our chaverot for Israel’s human 
needs, are greatly appreciated by World WIZO. 

We thank you for caring and for making the 
di� erence and as each facility is secured with the 
necessary structures, we will keep you informed. 

Each year the attendees at the MOR are exposed to a 
battery of facts and � gures and highly-rated opinions on 
subjects of interest as part of a global movement to improve 
the status of women in every sphere of their lives in Israel.

From the spiralling cost of living to honour killings; from 

child abuse to preparing women for roles in com-
merce and politics; from breaking the glass ceiling 
in the IDF to nurturing the heritage of women 
from distant lands... we heard it all. 

We listened to personal stories and met the 
people who counsel and o� er constructive path-
ways through seemingly impossible situations. 
We met teenage girls who have found refuge in 
one of WIZO’s shelters and who have given up a 
life of crime and violence on the streets in order 
to become productive members of society... and 
we bought their beautiful hand-crafted jewellery 
which they now proudly sell.

Attending the MOR is like coming home, so 
many familiar faces, topics to discuss, interchange 
of ideas on fundraising and activities and solu-
tions to problems facing the WIZO federations. 

� e enthusiasm is tangible but the magnet that 
brings us together is our desire to help and we 
invite you to join us and become part of some-
thing so much bigger and more rewarding than 

just ourselves.  So, become a member, join a group, attend 
a meeting of like-minded people, get involved in an event, 
enjoy the camaraderie and make friends.

Become a WIZO woman and change your life and that of 
women in need in Israel.

Attending MOR is like coming home
 A column of WIZO South Africa

WIZO 
South Africa

Tamar Lazarus
President
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Former British PM 
Margaret Thatcher, 
‘staunch friend of Israel’ 
JERUSALEM - Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, who died on 
Monday, was a staunch supporter of Israel 
but had a rocky relationship with Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin.

Thatcher died after suffering a stroke, at 
the age of 87. She suffered from dementia 
at the end of her life, which was dramatised 
in the 2011 movie “The Iron Lady.” 

The only female to serve as prime 
minister of Britain, she also was the 
longest continuously serving prime 
minister in the 20th century, leading the 
country and her Conservative Party 11 
years, from 1979 to 1990. 

She called Begin, who served two terms 
in the 1980s,  the “most difficult” man 
she had to deal with, according to the 
Chronicle. She also strongly opposed 
Israel’s bombing of Iraq’s Osirak nuclear 
reactor.

She believed that the Arab-Israel conflict 
was at the centre of the Western world’s 
difficulties in the Middle East, pressing 
Israeli leaders to make peace with the 
Palestinians in order to cool regional 
tensions.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu mourned her passing in a 
statement.

“She was truly a great leader, a woman of 
principle, of determination, of conviction, 
of strength; a woman of greatness,” 
Netanyahu said. 

“She was a staunch friend of Israel 
and the Jewish people. She inspired a 
generation of political leaders. I send my 
most sincere condolences to her family and 
to the government and people of Great 
Britain.”

Vivian Wineman, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, told JTA that 
Thatcher “was always extremely supportive 
and admiring of the ethos of the British 
Jewish community. This close relationship 
began when her family took in a young 
Austrian Jewish refugee from Nazism in 
the late 1930s.”

“There are people, there are ideas. 
Occasionally those two come together 
to create vision. Lady Thatcher was an 
exceptional leader, a colleague in the 
international arena and a friend for me 
personally,” Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said in a statement. “She served as an 
inspiration for other leaders, as the first 
female prime minister of Great Britain she 
broke new ground. She showed how far a 
person can go with strength of character, 

determination and a clear vision.”
Wineman said that when Thatcher 

entered Parliament representing 
Finchley in north London, “a very Jewish 
constituency”, her relationship with 
local Jewish institutions blossomed and 
continued throughout her career as prime 
minister. During her campaign, she fought 
against a golf course in the district that 
banned having Jews as members.

Thatcher was a founding member of the 
Anglo-Israel Friendship League of Finchley 
and a member of the Conservative Friends 
of Israel, according to Tablet.

Wineman said Thatcher counted a 
number of Jews among her closest advisers 
and confidants, and at one point nearly 
a quarter of her Cabinet was of Jewish 
origins. They included Nigel Lawson, 
Malcolm Rifkind, Keith Joseph and Leon 
Brittan, according to the Jewish Chronicle.

“She also greatly admired the late Chief 
Rabbi Dr Immanuel Jakobovits, whom she 
elevated to the House of Lords,” Wineman 
said. “She was unquestionably a great 
statesman of the later 20th  century, and 
one who was a friend to the Jewish people 
and Israel.”

Thatcher reportedly had no patience for 
anti-Semitism nor those who espoused 
it. She was a strong supporter of Soviet 
Jewry.

She had a strong relationship with US 
President Ronald Reagan and together they 
fought communism, leading to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. (JTA)

Yom Hashoah: Obama 
commits to combat 
intolerance
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama 
in his Yom Hashoah message recalled his 
recommitment in Israel last month to 
combating anti-Semitism and intolerance.

“Today, we honour the memories 
of the six million Jewish victims and 
millions of others who perished in the 
darkness of the Shoah,” Obama said on 
Monday in a message timed for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

“As we reflect on the beautiful lives lost 
and their great potential that would never 
be fulfilled, we also pay tribute to all those 
who resisted the Nazis’ heinous acts and all 
those who survived,” he said. 

“On my recent trip to Israel, I had the 
opportunity to visit Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
national Holocaust memorial, and reaffirm 
our collective responsibility to confront 
anti-Semitism, prejudice and intolerance 
across the world.”

He concluded: “On this Yom Hashoah, 
we must accept the full responsibility 
of remembrance, as nations and as 
individuals - not simply to pledge ‘Never 
again’, but to commit ourselves to the 
understanding, empathy and compassion 
that is the foundation of peace and human 
dignity.”

In a separate statement, Representative 
Nancy Pelosi (Democrat California), 
the minority leader in the US House 
of Representatives, noted that the day 
marked the Hebrew calendar’s anniversary 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising.

“This day is a reminder of all who had 
the courage to fight back; who refused 
to allow the inhumanity of the Nazis to 
deprive them of their own humanity,” she 
said. 

“It is a reminder of the defiant spirit 
of the survivors, whose strength and 
perseverance still inspire us today. It is 
a reminder of the righteous among the 
nations who risked their own lives to 
protect the lives of their neighbours.” (JTA)
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We live in a world highly sensitised to issues around excess and waste. 
In a conscious effort to protect our planet, we recycle, reuse and reduce 
waste. We recycle at the Chev too - but in addition to the usual use of the 
term, we have developed a seamless system to ensure that every second-
hand couch, used cupboard and out-of-date outfit, becomes someone’s 
brand new treat.

Over 75 per cent of our R200 million annual budget has to be collected 
through donations. That’s a huge amount of money and it takes a special 
kind of community to rise to the challenge.

Thank G-d, that’s what you are - a very special, generous community 
who feels a responsibility to share the burden. There is, after all, no 
family that has not been touched, in some way or at some time, by the 
Chev’s scope of services. 

We have always been grateful to those who, in addition to their finan-
cial support, also donate goods. But now that we have perfected and 
streamlined our procedures to efficiently process these donations, we 
are more grateful than ever.

Our Donations Store arranges a minimum of 12 collections each week 
- sometimes to pick up the contents of an entire home when a person has moved away, or 
passed on, and other times for an old dining-room or lounge suite when new ones have been 
purchased.  

We have a responsibility not to waste money on purchasing new goods, unless we have no 
alternative, and are consequently very creative about the way we recycle.  

Our first priority is to review requests from our financial assistance workers to ascertain 
which of the 2 000 welfare clients we support is in need of an appliance, a bed, even a desk or 
lamp. 

Second on our list are requests from the GMs of our residential facilities where furniture, 
linen and other items are often required. And finally, the Chev has developed a wonderful part-
nership with Hospice. Through their network of retail stores they collect and sell goods for us, 
turning donations into money that we use to support our welfare clients. 

In the final analysis, nothing gets wasted and everything you donate is either used by people 
in need, or sold to provide for them.  

May our partnership continue to thrive. 
Feedback@thechev.org.za

Waste not, want not…
A column of the Chevrah Kadisha
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Community

ROBYN SASSEN

In European pockets, interest is growing in 
researching family trees of Holocaust victims. 
“Bridges are being built,” said Claus-Dieter 
Richter-Kraneis through a translator at the 
Johannesburg Genealogical Society.

Richter-Kraneis lives in Wesel, a city in 
North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany. He 
worked for a chemical company until his 
retirement. He’s also been instrumental in 
bridging gaps in the family history of three 
Johannesburg residents, Sonya Abelson (born 
Gunther), whose family he started researching 
in 2006 and her cousin Frank Haymann and 
his wife Carol (née Rapoport) whose families 
he started researching in 2010, and who he 
has managed to track all the way back to 1750.

Giving an account of family members whose 
birth and death records he found, Richter-Kra-
neis opened up an area of previously hidden 
secrets. “I’m interested in the fight to outlaw 
racism, anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial-
ism,” he wrote. He came upon the family in 
question “by fluke” according to Abelson. 

“The size of the Holocaust - six million Jew-
ish victims - is so big, it is incomprehensible. 
I wanted to individualise it by understanding 
how the atrocity touched particular families.”

Each year, since 1999, he has been visiting 

sites of Nazi atrocities during the Holocaust, 
as an advocate for Holocaust history and to 
research. The artist Gunter Demnig has, since 
1996, been involved in installing 10x10x10cm 
cast concrete stones, with inset brass plaques 
in several European cities, called stolpesteine 
(“stumbling blocks”) to commemorate the for-
mer homes of Jews who became victims of the 
Nazi era. To date, some 27 000 stolpesteine 
have been installed all over Europe. 

Wesel’s senior high school learners under 
the guidance of Richter-Kraneis, are assigned 
to research the records of the people whose 
names are on the “stolpesteine”. 

The stones, paid for by civilians, are embed-
ded in the sidewalks in front of the former res-
idences; each stone’s inscription begins with 
the words “lived here”, followed by the name, 
date of birth, possibly the date of escape from 
Europe or the date and place of death.

“It is a patchwork of research,” added Tali 
Nates, director of the Johannesburg Holo-
caust and Genocide Centre, “but interest in it 
is picking up all over Europe.”

•  The Jewish Registry Index for Poland is: www.
jewishgen.org/jri-poland or www.jri-poland.org. 
Other websites for different European countries 
may be accessed through Thuli at the JH&GC: 
thuli@jhbholocaust.co.za

Building genealogical bridges

Gunter Demnig installs stolpesteine in Wesel, in December 2009. 

This column is paid for by the 
SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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When last were your 
Mezuzahs checked?

Phone Ivor on  
(011) 615-8738 or 082-682-3438

NB: Mezuzahs and Tefillin must be 
checked twice every seven years

We will remove and refit your Mezuzah

A professional scribe with 30 years 
experience (Rabbi Klein) will inspect 

all Mezuzahs and Tefillin.

Supplier of new Scrolls and Tefillin
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FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS
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FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP

Lithuanian / 
PoLish / German 

citizenshiP
Many South African 
Jews are eligible for 
EU citizenship.If you 

are interested, please 
contact me. 

I specialise in obtaining 
Lithuanian, Polish and 
German citizenship. 
I am able to obtain 
the required docu-

ments from archives in 
Europe and from SA 

Home Affairs. 
raeL cynkin ca (sa) 
info@noborders.co.za
083-346-4627

IF YOU WANT 
TO  BUY 

OR SELL  A 
VEHICLE

CONTACT:
SOLLY 

KRAmER
082-922-3597

SILVER  
REPAIR &  

REPLATING
(011) 334 1102
082-473-6040

	  

	  
	  
	  
DECEASED ESTATE 

HOUSE CLEAR-
ANCES 

Entire households 
cleared, professional-
ly and confidentially. 

I’ll take the burden off 
your shoulders and 

pay you for it. Please 
contact  

Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837

For a trusted and 
professional service. 
Also clear garages, 

cellars, storage 
rooms and storage 

facilities.

We specialise in Barmitzvahs, 

21sts, office parties, Sheva 

Brochas, weddings and birthdays.

ALL UNDER THE AFRICAN SUN

Dov 011-786-6776
082-371-8589

kosherbraais@gmail.com

Spits, Braais and 
Schwarmas

B’’H

SC
RUMPTIOUS

   
  SIMPLY

VEHICLES
WANTED

HOME SERVICES

Hawley Marble and 
Granite Works Est. 1948 
Monumental masons. We 
are proud to have served 
the Johannesburg Jewish 

community for many 
decades. Your support 
is much appreciated. 

collen hawley tel: (011) 
828- 9010 chaim silver 

(011) 485-3005

BRIAN K LIFT
SERVICE & COURIER
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM 
R160. Secure, comfortable 
and safe. Anywhere 24/7.  

(Jhb - Pta)  
CALL BRIAN ON

076-533-1440 

LIFTS OFFERED

SERVICES
MEMORIALS

Sam 
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

airport
Shuttle

to or tambo 
from R160

to lanseria 
from R210

Reasonable rates to 
all other areas

SMILE-LEE’S LIFTS
A reliable lift service.
Specialising in lifts 

to and from airports, 
shops, appointments, 
casinos and courier. 

Charne 083-391-6612

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AUDIOLOGIST

INDIVIDUALISED 
SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR 

HEARING NEEDS

KELLY NATHAN 
Manor Medical Centre

189 Kelvin Drive
Morningside Manor
Tel: 0861-266-563
(0861-Book Me)

www.knaudiology.co.za

8-seater.  
Tours/Day Drives

CONTACT ARNOLD,
082-447-0185
011-454-1193

AIRPORT SERVICE 
JHB

a taXi serVice
Let Warren Pogorelsky 
chauffeur you to your 

destination in Johannes-
burg and back. Only R120 
round trip for 20km. tel: 

082-399-6187 Sun City & 
Game Reserve

marX
home & office

rePairs and 
maintenance.
General repairs. 

Carpentry, upholstery
Tiling 

Welding 
Plumbing
Electrical

Glass
Framing

Professional service. 
Reasonable prices.

mark 
o82-556-7314

SERVICES
HOME SERVICES

LIFTS SERVICE 
OFFERED  

to and from airport, 
to go shopping, 
to the doctor or 

wherever you need 
to go.Contact 

Gerald on  
082-907-5507 or 
(011) 786-6580 
for a safe and 

reliable service.

EMPLOYMENT
OFFERED

APPLIANCE  
REPAIRS ON-SITE 

Fridges, stoves, 
washing machines, 
tumbledriers and 

dishwashers.  
Free quotations!
CALL JASON 
082-401-8239

ACCOMMODATION
PENINSULA HOTEL, 

CAPE TOWN.
2 bedroom, 6 sleeper 

unit available 
December 27, 2013 

until January 3, 2014.
Please call 

082-874-7798

QUALIFIED CLASSROOM 
FACILITATOR with 
experience requires 
position in north-east 

schools suburbs: Nursery 
school - grade 3.
Contact Sandra  
(011) 485-1675 

LIFTS OFFERED

Great for sinGLes
Rouxville / Highlands North

LarGe cottaGe
Large entrance, bed  

en suite, lounge,
 Dining room, kitchen, 

office, large outdoor patio. 
Good security, parking  
1 car only, behind shul.
Available November 1
R5 500pm , excl  e/w

call doreen 
082-787-7901

ACCOMMODATION
OFFERED

Experienced, reliable 
driver able to lift you 
anywhere/ anytime 

24 hours. Courier work 
undertaken.

Please call Paul 
083-542-6480

Today, Friday (October 25)
•  UZLC hosts journalist Lionel Slier on “I heard a call - the Story on 

Hannah Senesh”. Venue: Our Parents Home. Time: 12:45 - 14:00. 
Contact: Gloria, (011) 485-4851 or 072-127-9421.

Saturday evening (October 26) 
•  WIZO Tzabar hosts an “Evening of Opera with Gala Matushek” 

with music and discussions on classical opera and modern mu-
sicals. Venue: EOH Auditorium, 1 Osborne Lane, Bedfordview. 
Time: 20:00. Cost: R80 (incl finger food and refreshements). Con-
tact: Ayala 082-412-2269 or Graciela 082-925-0924.

Sunday (October 27)
•  JH&GC, Liliesleaf and the French Institute, host a talk by French 

historian Tal Bruttmann on “How a Country Remembers its Past: 
The Holocaust in France”. Venue: Liliesleaf, Rivonia.Time: 14:30. 
Contact: thuli@jhbholocaust.co.za or (011) 640-3100.

•  Second Innings hosts Rabbi Jonathan Fox, rabbi at the Chevrah 
Kadisha, “Transcendence of the Soul - Making Sense of the Griev-
ing Process According to Jewish Law”. Venue: The Gerald Horwitz 
Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 10:00 for 10:30. Cost: R20 members, 
R40 visitors. Contact: Grecia (011) 532-9718. 

•    The Majestic Film society, in the Ditsong Museum of Military 
History, Saxonwold, hosts a screening of ‘Miracle at Midnight’, a 
film based on the spontaneous rescue of some 7 500 Jews from 
Nazi persecution by Denmark’s citizens. Call (011)486-3648 or 
email majestic@telkomsa.net

Monday (October 28)
•  UJW hosts travel writer Kate Turkington on “Magical Journeys”. 

Venue: 1 Oak Street Houghton. Time: 09:30. Donation: R30.

•  The Decorative Arts Society, hosts Radio Today broadcaster Selw-
yn Klass accompanied on piano by Tony Bentel, talking on the 
Danish rescue of its Jews. The talk takes places, in the Ditsong 
Museum of Military History, Saxonwold. 

Tuesday (October 29)
•  WIZO Forum presents “Reaching New Heights - A Celebration of 

Overcoming Obstacles”, with Amanda Porter who recently sum-
mited Kilimanjaro. Venue: Beyachad. Time: 09:30. Cost: R40. In-
formation: Sandy, (011) 645-2515.

•  UJW hosts Arlene Bernstein, former head of LifeLine, on “Issues 
of Concern”, a group discussion. Venue: 1 Oak Street Houghton. 
Time: 09:30. Donation: R30.

Wednesday (October 30)  
•  RCHCC hosts Naomi Dinur who will give an audiovisual presenta-

tion on “Yiddishe Piraten - Ahoy-Vey”, a voyage in the footsteps 
of Jewish pirates. Venue: RCHCC. Time: 19:30. Cost: R70. Book-
ing: (011) 728-8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-8378.

•  UJW hosts Dr Lorraine Chaskalson, former lecturer in the Dept 
of English at Wits “Contemporary Poetry”. Venue: 1 Oak Street 
Houghton. Time: 09:30. Donation: R30.

Thursday (October 31)
•  UJW CT’s Constantia Group hosts Pamella Shippel for a “Din-

ner Demo”. Venue: Kirstenbosh Tea Garden. Time: 18:30 - 19:00. 
Cost: R150 per ticket. Enquiries: (021) 434-9555 (until 14:00).

Friday (November 1)
•  UZLC hosts  The Star’s Metro Watch reporter Anna Cox, on “The 

Hijacking of Buildings in Johannesburg and Any Queries on Met-
ro Watch”. Venue: Our Parents Home, Time: 12:45 – 14:00. Con-
tact: Gloria, 072-127-9421 or (011) 485-4851.

Jewish Report is looking for freelancers

The SA Jewish Report is looking for competent 
freelance writers. you should have your own 

transport and computer, a finger on the pulse of 
South African Jewry, and be hungry to learn the 

ropes of working for our unique newspaper, which 
is a fantastic introduction to the exciting world of 

cutting-edge journalism. 

contact: karen@sajewishreport.co.za 

Jewish ReportSouth African
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ADL urges ‘hurtful’ Redskins name change   
25 October – 1 November 2013

I was interested to read that the Anti-Defa-
mation League (ADL) in the US has called on 
professional sports teams to seriously con-
sider moving away from “the use of hurtful 
and offensive names, mascots and logos”.

In a statement the ADL wrote that in 
the early 20th century, when many great 
American sports franchises were first named, 
offensive caricatures and stereotypes of Jews 
and other minorities were widespread in the 
mainstream media and popular culture.  

“Today, offensive caricatures are no longer 
prevalent, public figures cannot utter ethnic 
slurs without repercussions, and we have come 
a long way in fighting discrimination and edu-
cating about the impact of prejudice and the 
fact that words and stereotypes can hurt.”

They added that while the intention was 
not to offend, some offensive caricatures per-
sist. The two teams they singled out specifi-

cally, are the Washington Redskins and the 
Cleveland Indians. 

I was quite impressed by their decision to 
publically voice their view, because one can 
hardly cry foul against anti-Semitic issues but 
stay silent on those concerning other minori-
ties.  

Interestingly a poll commissioned by the 
Oneida Indian Nation shows 59 per cent of 
adults in the Washington region say that 
American Indians would have a right to feel 
offended if called “Redskin”.

The poll also showed that if the Washington 
pro-football club changed its name, 55 per 
cent said it would not affect their support 
for the team. Some 25 per cent said it would 
lessen their support and 18 per cent said it 
would increase it.

Perhaps the ADL were speaking directly to 
Redskin owner Daniel Snyder, who is Jewish. 
The debate has been raging for quite a while 
and Snyder’s early response had been: “We’ll 
never change the name. It’s that simple. 
NEVER - you can use caps.” 

However, following President Barack 
Obama’s decision to join the debate, suggest-
ing that Washington’s owner should at least 

contemplate changing the team’s name from 
one which is considered offensive by many 
Native Americans, Snyder has toned down his 
defence. 

“I respect the opinions of those who  
disagree. I want them to know that I do hear 
them, and I will continue to listen and learn. 
But we cannot ignore our 81-year history, or the 
strong feelings most of our fans as well as Na-
tive Americans throughout the country have.” 

However, The Onion, a satirical newspaper 
based in Washington, has printed a response 
which is causing shockwaves on the Internet. 

“Denying widespread claims that the 
franchise is being offensive or disrespect-
ful, the Washington Redskins’ kike owner 
announced that he remains steadfast in his 
refusal to change the team’s derogatory name. 
The shifty-eyed hebe went on to assure fans 
that he will do ‘everything in his power’ to 
preserve the team’s proud heritage.”

These words may have been written in 
satire, but still, they appear pretty shocking. 
Which is, of course, the point. Nevertheless, 
The Onion has even been condemned by the 
likes of Al Jazeera. They seem to have over-
played their hand and it will be interesting to 
see how the ADL responds to this slur.

On the subject of names, I remember a 
while back that some people were claiming 
that Lionel Messi was Jewish. That turned out 
to be a load of rubbish but if the pundits are 
accurate “the next Lionel Messi” could well be.

The Barcelona Academy has a 17-year-old 
Venezuelan in their camp who is being hailed 
as the new Messi. His name is David Zalzman. 
Now anybody who has been watching the un-
der-17 soccer World Cup on SuperSport, may 
well have seen this youngster in action. 

He is pretty talented but only time will tell 
if he does turn out to be anywhere as good as 
Messi. And is he Jewish? Well, at this stage I 
have not been able to establish anything but 
I will keep digging and hopefully will have an 
answer soon. 

Finally, another name to keep an eye on 
this weekend is that of Jonathan Kaplan. The 
46-year-old will bring down his illustrious 
career as a rugby referee on Saturday in the 
Currie Cup final between Western Province 
and the Sharks at Newlands.

At times he has been at the centre of con-
troversy but he has done South Africa and the 
Jewish community proud. Once the dust has 
settled I will chat to him about life after rugby 
refereeing. 
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Perfecting the art of how not to lose

I do not profess to be an authority on 
rugby. During my time at school I actually 
developed a hatred for the game because 
it was continually jammed down our 
throats. 

However, as I got older and became 
more involved in the world of sport and 
began to understand the nuts and bolts 
of the game, I actually began to enjoy 
it very much. Whatever I might think I 
know, I will always bow in admiration to 
the likes of commentator Dan Retief who 
has a marvellous understanding of the 
sport. 

However, what I have learned during 
my tears as a sports journalist is how to 
analyse a game. As I said last week, I have 
always tried to maintain my objectiv-
ity and not become a “fan with a pen”. 
Last Saturday I only managed to see the 
second half of the Springboks versus Eng-
land Test but on Sunday morning I sat 
through the replay. Knowing the result, 
I could put the excitement of a close 
encounter behind and dispassionately 
interpret what I had watched. 

After a little thought I came to the 
following conclusion: In simple terms, all 
that won us the game was an inspiration-
al moment from Willem Alberts in which 

he took advantage of a lucky bounce of 
the ball to score the only try - and fur-
thermore superb defence by the Boks. 

I have said for the past few years that 
the Boks are unable to play 80 minutes of 
attacking rugby. In the final 20 minutes 
of the game they were probably lucky to 
have spent two of those minutes in the 
England half. The remaining 18 minutes 
was played somewhere on the Boks’ 22m 
line.

There is little doubt that England, 
when it comes to attacking, are equally 
inept and they certainly had enough 
chances. We kept conceding penalties in 
the dying moments but one has to say 
that England’s decision to go for posts 

in the final minute was one of the most 
inane I have ever seen. That was total 
capitulation, as if to say they were happy 
to lose by one point. 

On that subject, I was the one person 
absolutely delighted by that decision 
as I had backed England on a minus 2,5 
spread and that whacky decision sealed 
me my win.    

There is no doubt we have some 
wonderful players in our team, but one 
is never certain down which garden path 
coach Heyneke Meyer is leading them. 

But coming back to defence: All sports 
are made up of offence and defence. It is 
vital to have a balanced share of both. It 
is also an art to know at which point of a 

game one needs to defend a lead. Howev-
er, defence is seemingly quickly becoming 
what South African sport is all about.   

While the Boks held England at bay 
in the north, managing to cling to a one 
point win, the Proteas looked to be head-
ing for certain Test defeat Down Under 
as they ended the fourth day under the 
cosh at 77 for four wickets, chasing 430 
to win. 

The match looked all over, with a win 
for Australia certainty, but AB de Vil-
liers, Jacques Kallis and especially Faf du 
Plessis, had other ideas. De Villiers kept 
Du Plessis company for 68 overs and a 
nobbled Kallis for another 40 overs in 
the searing Adelaide heat, as Du Plessis 
tenaciously defied the Australian bowling 
attack for nearly eight hours. 

Many people would have found the 
pushing and prodding mind-numbing to 
watch, but it takes a special kind of pro-
ficiency and mental aptitude to stay out 
there for seven hours and 46 minutes, in 
mainly 34 degrees heat and high humid-
ity, with five different partners, one of 
whom could barely run, to defy a vora-
cious and tenacious Australian attack and 
save a crucial match for his country. 

This was a monumental effort, 
performed on debut and already written 
into the folklore of South African cricket 
history. 

So, while we might lack the attacking 
prowess of a Genghis Khan, South Afri-
can sport has elevated the art of defence 
to another level. I suppose there is an 
advantage in playing not to lose...

ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner

Cricketer Faf du Plessis is supported by his team as he pulls off a stunning save of the second 
Test match against Australia in Adelaide.

Sunday (December 2)

•  RCHCC is rescreening the award-win-
ning film, “The Debt”, directed by John 
Madden and starring Helen Mirren, 
Sam Worthington, Jessica Castain and 
Tom Wilkinson. Venue: Clive M Beck 
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Donation: 
R60. Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728-
8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-8378, 
e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.net or rene.s@
telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za

•  JJMC, with musical director Evelyn 
Green presents a musical tribute to the 
Doornfontein Hebrew Congregation 
(Lions Shul), “Memories of Yesteryear”, 
as a fundraiser for the shul. The reper-
toire will encompass traditional Jew-
ish songs. Secure parking. Time: 15:00. 
Tickets available from Darla at R200. 
083-794-6358 darlabrook@hotmail.com

Monday (December 3)

•  UJW is hosting Marcia Leveson, former 

professor of English at Wits, on “Please 
Sir, I Want Some More”, Charles Dick-
ens and children in this his bicentenary 
year. Time: 09:30. Contact: (011) 648-
1053, fax 086 273-3044. Donation: 
R20. Join UJW for an informal tea after 
the lecture. 

Thursday (December 6)

•  UJW CT adult education division hosts 
Isaac Habib who will talk on “Jewish Life 
in the Island of Rhodes – From Begin-
ning to End”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Entrance: R20 (incl 
refreshments). Enquiries: (021) 434-
9555.

Friday (December 7)

•  The United Sisterhood has its year-
end book sale at the Benmore Gardens 
Shopping Centre. Unwanted books and 
magazine donations are gladly accepted. 
Contact: Tel (011) 646-2409; fax (011) 
646-4654.

What’s On

World News in Brief
POPE CALLS FOR END TO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS, NEW ME PEACE EFFORTS 

ROME - At a gathering in Rome with Lebanon’s new cardinal, Pope Benedict XVI launched a new appeal 
for peace in Syria and the Middle East, the Associated Press reported.

“The church encourages all efforts for peace in the world and in the Middle East, a peace that will 
only be effective if it is based on authentic respect for other people,” Pope Benedict told the gathering, 
which included several Lebanese pilgrims.

He also spoke out concerning the plight of Christians from their traditional homelands throughout the 
Middle East, calling for them to be able to “live their faith freely”.

Christian communities have come under assault by Muslims amid the upheaval related to the 
“Arab Spring”. Tens of thousands of Syrian Christians have fl ed from the civil war there, while Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian community fears the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood and the ultra-extremist Salafi  
groups to power.

Recently, several Coptic Christian teenage women were been assaulted by other women on Cairo 
subways because their hair was uncovered. Many Coptic women are now afraid to ride the transit system 
in fear of being assaulted or sexually harassed, according to Morning Star News. (JNS.org)
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Daniel Snyder, owner of the Washington Redskins, is not keen to change the name of his team.

JACK MILNER

Olivia Bernstein (pictured) was recently chosen for the girls under-16 
team to represent South Africa at the All Africa Youth Chess Champi-
onships in Port Elizabeth.

The tournament was originally due to take place in Cairo but be-
cause of the political unrest in Egypt, it was moved to Port Elizabeth. 
The top two players from 41 African countries played against one 
another and Olivia had the misfortune of opening her competition 
against Egyptian Woman Grand Master Wafa Shrook. 

The South African battled for over three hours before managing to 
beat the Egyptian.

In her last game, Olivia put pressure on Algeria’s Woman Interna-
tional Master, Dina Abdi Zineb, with rating 1913, to draw the game. 

Olivia took third place in the girls under-16 section which means 
she is now rated No 3 in Africa. She was also awarded the title of 
“Woman Candidate Master” (WCM).

Olivia earns chess WCM status

TRADING HOURS: MON-THUR 7AM-10PM | FRI: 7AM - 4PM | SAT: 1/2 H AFTER SHABBOS -10PM | SUN: 8AM-10PM

Shopping anywhere else simply wouldn’t be Kosher
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