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It is time for the Maccabiah in Israel to take 
its sport seriously

Solidarity with Israel is 
important; youngsters travel 
around the country and see 
some of Israel’s magnificent 
attractions. This is fundamental. 
Having a good time is vital, but 
being able to have your sports 
contribution taken seriously, is 
not negotiable. 

CoMMunIty VoICes  
What is wrong with the  
south African Jewish 
community?

Says Claudia Braude: 
“This community tramples 
liberal values and tolerance 
underfoot. Oy!”.

2

steven Friedman finds dictatorships 
within sA democracy

There are two 
dictatorships nestled 
within South Africa’s 
democracy - one that 
reigns in the suburbs and 
another facing the poor 
who live in townships and 
shack settlements.

Will Prof Karabus finally 
come home next week? 

Lawyer Michael Bagraim, in the 
wake of Karabus’ final verdict 
being postponed to April 29, 
acknowledges initiatives to 
raise awareness for Karabus’ 
plight, he feels “the only thing 
that can help us now with that 
ruling is prayer”. 

53

Jewish millennials are showing 
increased attachments

The rise in Jewish activism is tied to 
strong support for Israel. Fully 78 per 
cent of Jewish students today say 
that support for Israel is important to 
them - the same percentage that says 
social justice (and having a sense of 
responsibility for the Jewish people) is 
important.

7

Running 
for charity! 
Rabbi David 
Masinter puffs 
his way along 
the London 
Marathon route. 
See page 2.

‘Run Rabbi Run’ in London Marathon!

16
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KASHRUT ALERT
CommUniTy inpUT REqUESTEd 
foR pESACH bUying

Every year, shortly after Pesach, the 
kashrut department of the Union of Or-
thodox Synagogues meet with the major 
retailers and manufacturers to provide 
them with community feedback.

The community is requested to assist 
the kashrut department by answering 
the following questions: 
•  Which products did you like (and why)? 
•  Which products did you not like (and 

why)? 
•  Which products could you not find in 

your area? 
•  Which products would you like to see 

for next year? 
•  Do you buy imported products?    
•  Did you use our online services (selling 

chametz, online guide, facebook group 
etc). 

•  We added features to our Pesach Guide 
- did you find the guide and its new 
features/format useful? 

•  Any other comments/issues/sugges-
tions? 
Feedback can be sent to kashrutno-

tice@uos.co.za 

Shabbat Times
parshat Emor
April 26 / 16 iyar
April 27 / 17 iyar
17:24 18:13 Johannesburg
17:53 18:44 Cape Town
17:08 17:58 Durban
17:28 18:18 Bloemfontein
17:24 18:15 Port Elizabeth
17:16 18:07 East London

If health was a thing 
That money could buy, 
The rich would live 
And the poor would die. 
But G-d, in his wisdom, 
Made it so, 
That the rich and the poor 
Together must go.

Or, as our beloved Shammes Nor-
mie often puts it: “If the rich could 
pay the poor to die, the poor would 
make a good living!”

We all pass on, but we don’t die 
the same way.

According to his sister, Mona 
Simpson, Steven Jobs’ last words 
were: “Oh wow. oh wow. oh wow!” 
This reflected his faith in Far East-
ern spirituality and the calmness 
with which it accepts death.

While Buddhists use stoicism, 
Jews use humour. Mitch Albom 
(from “Tuesdays with Morrie”) was 
asked by his childhood rabbi to 
deliver his eulogy, which he did. 

When he was finished, he played 
a cassette surprising the congrega-
tion with a pre-recorded message 
from their rabbi. “Throughout my 
life I was asked two things: First, 
do you believe in G-d and secondly, 
what happens when we die? 

“Does the soul exist after death? 
To the first question I always 
answered ‘yes’. To the second 
question my answer is... yes. But 
friends, I’m sorry, now that I know 
I can’t even tell you. You’ll have to 
find out for yourselves!”

Then there’s US Army Maj Nidal 
Malik Hasan who shouted “Allah 
Akhbar” as he fired into a group 
of civilians and soldiers in Fort 
Hood, Texas, killing 13 innocents. 
To his chagrin, he wasn’t killed yet. 
Nobody’s sure what he’ll say when 
they most probably give him the 
electric chair.

Hezbollah terrorist Hassan Nas-
rallah said: “The Jews love life… we 
are going to win because they love 

life and we love death.”
He’s right and he’s wrong. 

Judaism celebrates life - but 
is not afraid of death. We just 
find it somewhat unseemly; a 
bit pointless, if you will. “What 
do You gain from my death? 
asks King David. “Does the dust 
praise You?”

Parshat Emor opens with this 
theme. G-d instructs the Kohanim 
not to “defile” themselves by 
entering a cemetery. Death is an 
anomaly, a peculiar space unwor-
thy of entry for priests who are 
dedicated to the service of G-d, the 
source of all life. 

It is a tribute to Judaism’s 
eternal optimism that we pray 
on Mondays and Thursdays that 
G-d should remove “the plague of 
death” from us. We simply don’t 
accept that it has to be this way. 

To be sure, honouring the dead 
is right up there in Judaism. But 
when we take our leave of the cem-

etery, we ritually wash our hands 
to “purify” us from that contact. 
A definite line separates life from 
death and we dare not confuse the 
two. 

“The wicked, in life, are called 
‘dead’; the righteous, even in death 
are called ‘alive’.” 

Life is purpose and achieve-
ment - it is here, in this world, that 
we could affect change within the 
world and ourselves. It is here that 
we could choose to run - not away 
from danger but towards it - to 
help the other. 

So, to those dead men walking 
among us, we say: You will never 
stop us reaching our ‘finish line’. 
We choose life.”

Dead man walking

Jewish Report
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Rabbi Dovid Wineberg  
spiritual leader
The Green & Sea Point 
Hebrew Congregation 

‘Run Rabbi Run’ in the 
London Marathon!
A mere five months ago, a group of men 
challenged Rabbi David Masinter, Chabad 
House Director in Johannesburg, to run 
the London Marathon for charity. Each 
of the individuals involved pledged a 
substantial amount of money to Chabad’s 
Miracle Drive fundraiser, should the rabbi 
finish the race - and needless to say, he 
did! 

Chabad said in a media release that 
with the camaraderie and support of 
Jonny Milner, Daniel Milner, Saul Sassoon 
and Daniel Shapiro, Rabbi Masinter 
finished the race in just 5 hrs 59 min, 
breaking the 6 hr mark, thereby raising in 
excess of R1,8 million.

He crossed the halfway point at 2hr 
40min, and when asked how it felt to 
have finished the race, the rabbi ex-
claimed: “At over R45 000/km, the pain of 
quitting would be far worse than the pain 
experienced while running.”

All the money raised from this “Run 
Rabbi Run” campaign will go towards 
two specific Miracle Drive programmes, 
namely the Children’s Camp for special 
needs children and the Balance your 
Life Programme, being launched in May, 
aimed at giving sound expert advice to 
people as to how to bring equilibrium into 
their busy lives.

Spotlight on challenges facing SA community
South African Jewry in contemporary times seems beleaguered on many levels. We asked key opinion-makers living and working 
in the community, what they believe our greatest challenges are - leadership issues; crime and corruption in South Africa; 
religiosity/inclusivity; emigration; BDS and Israel rhetoric, a combination of everything, or whether it is something else.

Community Voices

Victor Gordon (director of Tararam, the Israeli Embassy’s cultural arm):  
“We can’t ignore the potential negative effects of a growing onslaught against Israel. Those forces seeking to delegitimise the 
Jewish State have the unquestioning support of a largely left-leaning media and an undemanding public, concerned with nei-
ther fact nor truth. Danger arises when our own community harbours self-doubt about Zionism’s cause and begins to believe 
that the latter, which forms the very basis of our spiritual longing and need for a state of our own, is in fact an aberration and 
anachronism. It is essential that every Jew educates him/herself about the reasons for a strong, democratic and secure Jew-
ish State.”

Claudia Braude (independent scholar and archivist): 
“Short on accurate historical memory, ethical vision and self-reflection and -criticism, local Jewry (left, right; secular, reli-
gious; and leadership, community) is faced with identical challenges as citizens everywhere. We read too little and consume 
too much. While some have failed to constructively engage the apartheid past, others commandeer the high moral ground to 
now question Israel’s right to exist. Never heeding Reb Yechiel Weinberg’s affirmation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, this community tramples liberal values and tolerance underfoot. Oy!”

David Abel (national vice-chairman: Likud South Africa; and co-chairman: Support Association for Zionism): 
As a life-long Zionist activist, I believe that the most important responsibility facing the SA Jewish community is to assist in 
the promotion and defence of Israel - as a Jewish State existing within the borders of our ancient Jewish homeland accord-
ing to biblical prophecy, living in peace with her neighbours. That involves: (a) vigorous opposition to BDS, Open Shuhada 
Street, StopTheJNF and all who promote the delegitimisation of the Jewish State; and (b) providing maximum support for the 
leadership of the SAZF and SAJBD who are doing a splendid job in pursuing those presently threatening Israel’s and the com-
munity’s welfare.

From page 1



26 April – 3 May 2013 News SA JEWISH REPORT   3

LAG B’OMER
28TH APRIL 2013

MUSHROOM FARM PARK, SANDTON 
PARADE 10AM  FAIR 12PM

ENTRANCE FREE * FOOD 

FUN FOR ALL AGES

FOR MORE INFO:
011  440  6600011  440  6600

UNLIMITED 

RIDES FOR R50

ROBYN SASSEN

Retired paediatric oncologist, 78-year-old Pro-
fessor Cyril Karabus (pictured) of Cape Town, 
has since last August been detained in Abu 
Dhabi on charges of manslaughter and fraud.

This was as a result of the death of a three-
year-old terminally ill cancer patient, which he 
was tried for and found guilty in absentia and 
without his knowledge 10 years ago. Sched-
uled for an appeal on the morning of last 
Tuesday, April 23, Karabus’ defence lawyer 
Khalfan Al Kaabi was optimistic that Karabus 
would leave the court a free man. 

Indeed, Michael Bagraim, Karabus’ lawyer 
in Cape Town, told local newspapers he “will 
be home on Wednesday”. Karabus had already 
been exonerated by an Abu Dhabi judge, but 

the state took the case on appeal. 
Bagraim’s prediction was not, however to 

be. “The prosecution said it was appealing 
because the verdict in the retrial was based on 
a medical liability committee report, and not 
a forensic report,” writes Khadija Patel in The 
Daily Maverick. 

Though the professor was cleared in March, 
explain Haneen Dajani and Awad Mustafa 
for The National, “when a court-appointed 
medical committee found his treatment of 
three-year-old Yemeni 
leukaemia patient Sarah 
Adel both necessary and 
appropriate and that 
he had displayed no 
negligence in the case, 
prosecutors believed the 

court had failed to properly consider a further 
finding of the committee - that the decision 
to turn off the patient’s life support was taken 
before she was considered brain dead accord-
ing to international standards.”

“Professor Karabus was not administering 
to the deceased at the time she passed away,” 
Bagraim pointed out. “Karabus had handed 
the case over to a neurologist. This is easily 
verified,” he added, “and should be quick on 
April 29.”

The Mail & Guardian newspaper this past week (April 19) in an article on gay and lesbian 
rights, focused on how the various religions viewed homosexuality. Statements were published 
from representatives of Buddhism, Catholicism, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism, expressing 
differing degrees of tolerance towards gay people. The “Jewish view” published by the paper 
from a board employee, which expressed a hard-line view condemning homosexuality outright, 
had not been officially authorised by the board, which came under criticism from gay and other 
members of the Jewish community. 

In a media release, the SA Jewish Board of Deputies said it would like to clarify that the 
statement given on the Jewish view of homosexuality to M&G, “does not reflect the broad 
spectrum of opinions within the wide range of Jewish religious institutions on the issue. 

“Furthermore, the SA Jewish Board of Deputies represents Jews irrespective of their affilia-
tion and sexual orientation.”

Note: The SA Jewish Report will be running a debate in the near future on the question of gays 
in Jewish life.

SAJBD retracts “Jewish view” on 
homosexuality published in M&G

When will Prof Karabus finally come home?

The Board says it “represents Jews irrespective of their 
affiliation and sexual orientation”

While Karabus’ lawyer Michael Bagraim acknowledges all 
the initiatives that professionals and the lay community 
are making in the name of boycotts and raising aware-
ness for his plight, he feels “the only thing that can help 
us now with that ruling is prayer.” 

This follows a statement from the Professional Ethics 
and Standards Committee (PESC), a part of the faculty of 
Health Sciences at Wits University in which they refer to 
the manner in which Karabus has been treated as “mor-
ally indefensible and a gross travesty of justice, on the 
part of the judicial system of the UAE.

“Based on core ethical values, which includes the duty 
to support colleagues whose human rights have been 
infringed, and while recognising and respecting academic 
freedom and personal choice,” the statement, which 
is signed by Professor Jeanine, chair of the PESC and 
Professor Ahmed Wadee, Dean of the Faculty of Health 
Sciences, adds, “the PESC calls for a boycott of all activi-
ties and programmes associated with the UAE, including 
the third African Health Conference scheduled to be held 

between May 7-9 in Johannesburg. The Africa Health 
Conference is organised by Informa Life Sciences Exhibi-
tion, a commercial company which has its headquarters 
in Dubai.” 

According to prominent Johannesburg-based gynae-
cologist and obstetrician Dr Theo Kopenhager, who has 
been driving this awareness initiative, “this call for a 
boycott of all activities and programmes associated with 
the UAE, which specifically includes the Africa Health 
conference and exhibition, in sol-
idarity with Prof Cyril Karabus’ 
continued incarceration in the 
UAE, comes from such an impec-
cable source that it has to carry 
a massive amount of weight. 
It now behoves every medical 
practitioner in SA to seriously 
consider these statements from 
these august bodies, and take the 
appropriate ethical action.”

Bagraim: “The only thing that can help 
us now with that ruling is prayer”

It was another false start in the Karabus saga; he will now have to wait until April 29 
when the presiding judge has indicated he will deliver a final verdict.
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Yeshiva College paid tribute to our beloved Israel in a 
unique way – through learning Torah, singing Hallel 
(songs of praise) and a festive parade through the 
streets of Glenhazel. 

On the eve of Yom Ha'atzmaut, the entire Yeshiva College 
campus gathered for an evening of Torah learning. Each 
age group learnt Torah at their own level, and fun Israel-
related activities were offered to the younger children.  

Says CEO Rabbi Laurence Perez, “we view the State of 
Israel in the same way as the Israeli Chief Rabbinate has 
always viewed it as “Reishit tsmichat geulateinu” - the first 
signs of the flowering of the Jewish People's ultimate 
redemption. Thanking Hashem, studying a Torah 
perspective on the establishment of the State of Israel, 
and expressing our unequivocal solidarity with the State 
of Israel and her citizens, is our way of celebrating Yom 
Ha'atzmaut.”

Celebrating the State of Israel 
Yeshiva-College-style 

“As part of our Shacharit davening, the school campus 
comes together to sing as a combined school Hallel, and 
people from all parts of the Johannesburg community join 
us for this very moving tribute.”

The YC campus ended the morning on a high – with over 
a 1000 of our learners and teachers participating in a 
festive march through the streets of Glenhazel. 

“The link between Yom Hashoah (remembering the 
victims of the Holocaust), Yom Hazikaron (remembering 
Israeli soldiers who fell in defence of our Land) and Yom 
Ha'atzmaut (Israel's Independence Day) is very strong. 
Yeshiva College as a campus makes it a focus to mark all 
three occasions appropriately and with dignity – 
remembering the holy martyrs of the Shoah, the price we 
have paid for our Land, and the celebration of simcha and 
joy of the historic return of our People to their homeland.” 

YC celebrates Yom Ha’atzmaut with a festive parade through the streets of Glenhazel 

CEO Rabbi Laurence Perez leads the 
Yom Ha’atzmaut festivities

Singing Hatikva are Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Avraham 
Tanzer, Gilad Friedman head of Yeshiva Informal 
Department (Yid) and CEO Rabbi Laurence Perez 

Own Correspondent 

YC girls salute Israel’s independence with joyful 
song and dance

The annual Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations at the 
Embassy of Israel in Pretoria, is a highlight on 
the Jewish social calendar. Guests were wel-
comed to the sunny embassy lawn on April 18, 
to show their support for Israel. 

The embassy, in a media release, spoke of the 
sound of music and the aroma of Israeli-themed 
food filling the air as everyone enjoyed an after-
noon reflecting on Israel and her accomplish-
ments over the 65 years of her existence.

Ambassador Dov Segev-Steinberg and his 
personnel, together with the multitude of South 
African friends of Israel, rejoiced in the co-oper-
ation between the two countries. In his address, 
he shared hopes for peace and the “desire to build 
bridges towards meaningful dialogue with our 
Palestinian neighbours in order to find resolves 
based on the principle of a two-state solution”.

On a personal note, he summarised his past 
five years in South Africa, noting as he prepared 
to leave his post here, he would remember it as 
one of his most interesting and enjoyable posts.

Among the many who attended the event were 

King of the Zulus Goodwill Zwelithini; Queen 
Thandi, Queen of Linduzulu Palace; Bishop 
Barnabas Lekganyane, head of the Zionist Chris-
tian Church; Reverend Kenneth Meshoe, presi-
dent of the African Christian Democratic Party; 
and Ambassador C T Rubushe, Chief Director of 
Middle East at the Department of International 
Relations and Co-operation.

Conveying a message from the SA Govern-
ment, Ambassador Rubushe reflected on the 
contributions of the Jewish community in 
South Africa “…many contributed significantly 
to South Africa’s development… Many [Jews]… 
took part in the anti-apartheid and liberation 
struggle...”  

Regarding bilateral relations, he praised “the 
incredible contributions Israel has made to 
South Africa”, saying: “These valuable projects… 
are complementary to the objectives of our own 
National Development Programme.” 

King Zwelithini echoed Rubushe’s senti-
ments in sharing his hopes for further co-op-
eration between the two countries, specifying 

the importance of exchanges in agricultural 
know-how to develop SA’s most rural areas, 
and the desire for collaboration between the 
youth of the countries. He praised the Jewish 
people’s ability to always rise, categorising Is-
rael’s history as one filled with numerous para-
doxes and tragedy, but most of all, triumph.  

Israeli Embassy celebrates Israel’s 65th in style
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Israel’s Ambassador to South Africa, Dov Segev-Steinberg and King Goodwill Zwelithini of 
the Zulus.

advertorial advertorial

Dr Fanaroff awarded  
Order of Mapungubwe
Well-known astronomer Dr Bernie Fanaroff 
(pictured) has been awarded the Order of 
Mapungubwe (silver), by the President, as a 
national order to South African citizens for 
excellence and exceptional achievement.

Dr Fanaroff, an alumnus of Wits University, is 
the moving force behind the Square Kilometre 
Array telescope to be erected in the Northern 
Cape.

Six Wits alumni were awarded National 
Orders by the President. National Orders are 
the highest awards that a country can bestow 
on its citizens or eminent foreigners. 

Sharansky to pursue  
Kotel prayer plan
JERUSALEM - Jewish Agency Chairman 
Natan Sharansky has been tasked by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to 
pursue his plan for a permanent egalitarian 
prayer space at the Western Wall. 

Netanyahu and Sharansky met last week 
and discussed the plan and its progress. It 
calls for the Robinson’s Arch archaeological 
site at the southern part of the Western Wall 
to be used as a permanent space for egalitar-
ian prayer. The Western Wall plaza would 
be expanded to encompass the additional 
prayer space. The two sections of the plaza, 
separated by the Mugrabi Bridge, would share 
a common entrance. Sharansky unveiled the 
proposal to New York Jewish leaders.

“One Western Wall for one Jewish people,” 
he said. “In this way, the Kotel will once again 
be a symbol of unity among the Jewish peo-
ple, and not one of discord and strife.” (JTA)

World News in Brief
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Zev Krengel (pictured), presi-
dent of the SA Jewish Board 
of Deputies, has categorically 
denied BDS accusations that he 
was present at and involved in 
the alleged mistreatment of a 
protester at last week Monday 
night’s Yom Ha’atzmaut celebra-
tions at the Lyric Theatre at 
Gold Reef City. 

Such claims, he said in a media 
release, were just one more 
example of BDS-SA activists 
seeking to smear the Jewish 
communal leadership by fabri-
cating malicious and unfounded 
charges against its representa-
tives. 

The accusations, he added, 
indicated the desperation of 
the BDS campaigners who were 
attempting to claim victimhood 
in light of their unsuccess-

ful attempt to disrupt a Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebratory concert.  

Far from his being involved 
in violent altercations between 
protesters and security, Krengel 
said, the complete opposite had 
been the case. 

“In the course of the event, 
I was in continual communica-
tion with the organisers of the 
protest to help ensure that eve-
rything went off peacefully.  

“The SAJBD firmly believes 
in the right to peaceful protest,” 
he said.  

“This is something I have 
regularly done throughout my 
12 years in Jewish commu-
nal service; I had been visible 
throughout the proceedings of 
the concert.”  

Krengel said the Jewish com-
munity, like any other, had a 

constitutional right of freedom 
of association, which meant 
it had every right to celebrate 
its heritage and special days 
without fear of intimidation or 
harassment from outside par-
ties. It was this right that had 
been trampled upon by radical 

anti-Israel activists, he said. 
The greater public had never-

theless been able to see through 
BDS-SA’s rhetoric of “peaceful 
protest” and their transparent 
strategy of smearing the reputa-
tion of individuals as a way of 
diverting attention from their 
aggressive and illegal behaviour 
on the night in question and on 
previous occasions.  

The most obvious proof that 
he had not “assaulted” the 
woman, added Krengel, was 
that he had not been wearing a 
checked shirt – as was alleged 
by the “victim”.    

Krengel said he had been deep-
ly offended by the outrageous 
attack on himself as an individual 
and as a communal leader and 
was considering his options for 
legal action in this regard.  

STEVEN GRUZD

There are two dictatorships 
nestled within South Africa’s 
democracy - one that reigns in 
the suburbs and another facing 
the poor who live in townships 
and shack settlements, accord-
ing to political analyst Professor 
Steven Friedman (pictured). 

The first seeks to silence any 
opinion that is not criticising 
the government wholeheart-
edly, while in the second, those 
disagreeing with local power 
holders can quickly be targeted 
with physical violence.

Friedman was speaking on 
“The tyranny of the minority: 
Why much of what we are told 
about our country is not really 
true”, at the Union of Jew-
ish Women’s adult education 
division in Johannesburg on 
Monday.

He said that from listening 
to conversations among the 
privileged in the suburbs in 
South Africa, one might get the 
impression that “the govern-
ing party is the source of all 
evil” and the main question was 
whether one should publicly ex-
press hatred for it or ignore it. 

In reality, he contended, “the 
ANC’s influence on lives in 
suburbs is just about zero”, yet 
people complain endlessly. 

No credit is given for the 

social grants that support some 
15 million people in the country 
and stimulate economic activ-
ity, nor for the millions now on 
life-saving anti-retroviral treat-
ment for HIV. 

“We don’t have balance, or 
hear varying voices,” he said, 
arguing that when views rea-
sonably sympathetic to the ANC 
were espoused by commenta-
tors, they were condemned as 
government lackeys or propa-
gandists.

Friedman argued that in the 
second “dictatorship” - in town-
ships, shack settlements and 
rural areas - traditional leaders, 
politicians and officials domi-
nated and did not tolerate any 
challenge to their turf. 

They were often in cahoots 
with local police to enforce their 
will. “We’re not being told what 
happens to 70 per cent of the 
population in South Africa,” he 
said. News reporting on so-called 
“service delivery protests” was 
superficial, and often did not 
bother to find out the real reason 
for the community’s frustration. 
“Often they want government to 
leave then alone,” said Friedman. 

Just simply having a new 
Constitution and elections, 
did not instantly create a new 
national reality, he argued. 
Patterns persisted, especially 
around racial issues, and will do 

for a long time to come. 
Pre-1994 attitudes had not 

disappeared - witness the reac-
tions when a black pilot was 
introduced as a flight took off. 

He noted that the latest 
census in fact attested to tre-
mendous progress over 18 years 
in provision of water, electric-
ity and attendance at schools, 
although income inequality had 
stagnated and sometimes wors-
ened. He also urged the audi-
ence to find out more about the 
70 per cent who were not able 

to take part in these debates. 
During questions, Friedman 

was asked for three things he 
would change in South Africa. 
He mentioned increased ac-
countability for politicians with 
real consequences for wrong-
doing; serious and sustained 
negotiation on key national 
issues by business, labour and 
government; and the revival of 
vibrant platforms and outreach 
processes to bridge the racial 
divide, many of which ceased 
after 1994.

Zev Krengel denies BDS charges 
against him regarding Lyric concert

Friedman finds dictatorships 
within SA democracy

Israeli airlines end a 
two-day strike after 
agreement 

JERUSALEM - Three Israeli airlines have 
ended their two-day strike following a deal 
struck between the Finance Ministry and El 
Al. 

The ministry agreed to fund 97,5 per cent 
of the airline’s security costs, up from 70 per 
cent, in order to keep the domestic carrier 
competitive under the new “open skies” 
agreement with the European Union. The 
airlines also agreed to undergo a streamlining 
process in order to further cut costs.

El Al, as well as Israir and Arkia, last 
Sunday launched an open-ended strike, hours 
before the European-Mediterranean Sea 
aviation agreement was approved by Israel’s 
Cabinet. 

The agreement, which allows European 
airlines to increase their flights to Israel for 
five years, could substantially decrease the 
costs of airline tickets for Israeli travellers to 
Europe. 

Ben-Gurion Airport workers had been 
set to launch a sympathy strike on Tuesday 
morning. (JTA)

World News in Brief

Ph
ot

o:
 fi

le

Ph
ot

o:
 fi

le



01 - 08 June 2012Opinion and Analysis6     SA JEWISH REPORT 26 April – 3 May 2013

Jewish Reportsouth african

Do medical ethics 
encompass human rights?
An intriguing aspect of Prof Cyril Karabus’ ongoing deten-
tion in Abu Dhabi - almost nine months now - is the chal-
lenge it poses to medical professionals about what stance 
to take on something not strictly medical, but more about 
human rights. 

It is astonishing that Karabus’ case has yet again been 
postponed until Monday next week. It was believed he 
would finally be acquitted on Tuesday this week and allowed 
to leave. South African papers - including this one - were 
already planning to meet him - and welcome him - at the 
airport in Johannesburg or Cape Town.

Professional medical associations, which primarily de-
vote their energy to medical matters, have in this case mo-
bilised to punish the UAE, informing members that work-
ing there - often a lucrative exercise – alas, comes with risks. 
The South African Medical Association (SAMA), the British 
Medical Association and the World Medical Association 
(WMA) have all issued statements. 

SAMA has advised South African doctors to “be aware of 
the medical liability risks, if and when practising medicine 
in the UAE”. The WMA said doctors thinking of working 
there should “note the working conditions and the legal 
risks of employment there”. 

Individual doctors belonging to other associations, have 
done the same, for example those belonging to the Health 
Professionals Council of SA, the South African Society of 
Medical Oncology and key players in gynaecology – Prof 
Karabus is a retired paediatric oncologist. 

The ball was set rolling in South Africa by gynaecologist 
Dr Theo Kopenhager, when he publicly announced he was 
cancelling a talk he was scheduled to give at a conference 
organised by a Dubai-based company, in protest at Karabus’ 
treatment.

Do human rights fall within medical ethics? In South Af-
rica during the sixties and seventies, Groote Schuur Hos-
pital in Cape Town - where renowned heart surgeon Chris 
Barnard had performed the first heart transplant - was re-
vered as one of the world’s most important teaching hospi-
tals, which doctors and patients from all over the world vis-
ited without hesitation, despite it conforming to the rigid 
apartheid laws.

In the UAE case, should a doctor who decides the Karabus 
matter is no reason not to attend a Dubai-linked confer-
ence, be criticised? Or is it a personal choice where he might 
say: “I am going to the conference to interact with others in 
my field and to bring back important medical knowledge for 
the sake of my patients.”

It is beyond belief that the UAE is willing to take this blow 
to its image. Even if they now release Karabus, they will be 
left with the stench of the sorry saga, while other doctors 
will avoid that country like the plague. 

In a Western system of justice, due process is fundamen-
tal and we take it for granted, and we assumed the UAE 
would behave accordingly. Yet they clearly do not regard 
this as important. In fact, the watchdog group Freedom 
House, rates the UAE as “not free”.

Is it a result of incompetence, arrogance or sheer igno-
rance? Or are they simply part of a mindset in that region 
alien to the Western approach? Not informing Karabus 
about charges against him in absentia for almost a decade, 
his arrest, detention and the denial of his right to a fair 
hearing are an abrogation of his basic human rights.

This is not the first such violation committed by the UAE. 
In 2009, Eugen Adelsmayr, an Austrian doctor working 
there, was indicted “for premeditated murder” and con-
demned to a life sentence which still hangs over him today 
- although he is no longer in that country. He wrote a book 
about the drawn-out saga. 

Adelsmayr’s case should have rung alarm bells for others. 
Well, they have certainly been rung now - and they should 
ring, too, for ordinary travellers who might henceforth opt 
for other flights which bypass Abu Dhabi. 

Could it be that unwittingly, if the UAE’s disregard for hu-
man rights actually harms its national interests, Karabus 
might become a catalyst for moving it - or other countries 
of a similar ilk - towards the mainstream fold of basic judi-
cial principles, in practice, even if not yet in spirit? 

In the meantime, we fervently want to welcome Cyril 
Karabus home.

YORAM ETTINGER
JERUSALEM

While most of the world is afflicted by 
an economic meltdown, Israel demon-
strates fiscal responsibility, sustained 
economic growth with no stimulus 
package, and a conservative, well-reg-
ulated banking system with no bank-
ing or real estate bubble.

At 65, Israel’s credit rating is sus-
tained by the three leading global 
credit rating companies: Standard 
and Poor’s (S&P), Moody’s and Fitch 
Ratings. Moreover, the International 
Monetary Fund commended Israel’s 
economic performance and has ex-
pressed confidence in its long-term 
viability.

United Bank of Switzerland (UBS) 
Chairman Kasper Villiger indicated 
that China, Hong Kong, Brazil, Russia 
and Israel are the future growth en-
gines for UBS. Deloitte Touche, one of 
the top four global CPA firms, opined 
that Israel is the fourth-most attrac-
tive site for overseas investors. 

The Swiss-based Institute for Man-
agement Development ranks the Bank 
of Israel among the top five central 
banks in its 2012 World Competitive-
ness Yearbook for the third year run-
ning.

At 65, Israel’s economic indicators 
are among the world’s best. For ex-
ample, during the 2009 - 2012 global 
economic crisis, Israel experienced a 
14,7 per cent growth of gross domestic 
product, the highest among Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) countries. 

Israel’s 2012 GDP growth (3,3 per 
cent) led the OECD, which averaged 
1,4 per cent. Israel’s 2012 GDP of $250 
billion catapulted to 120 times that 
of 1948. A $1 132-per capita GDP in 
1962 surged to $32 000 in 2012. 

Israel managed to reduce its debt/
GDP ratio from 100 per cent in 2002 
to 74 per cent in 2012, while most of 
the world experiences a soaring ratio. 
A 450 per cent galloping inflation in 
1984 has been held in check in recent 
years – 1,6 per cent in 2012. 

Israel’s 2012 budget deficit and un-
employment were 4,2 per cent and 
6,9 per cent, respectively, much lower 
than the OECD average of 7 per cent 
and 8 per cent.

Foreign exchange reserves - which 
are critical to sustaining global confi-
dence in Israel’s economy and Israel’s 
capabilities during emergencies - ex-
panded from $25 billion in 2004 to 
$75 billion in 2012, 26th in the world 
and one of the top per capita coun-
tries.

At 65, Israel’s robust demography - 
which leads the free world with three 
births per Jewish woman - provides a 
tailwind for Israel’s economy.

At 65, Israel attracts the elite of glob-
al hi-tech due to its competitive edge. 
For instance, the prestigious Shanghai 
Jiaotong University’s Academic Rank-
ing of World Universities includes four 
Israeli universities among the top 30 
computer science universities in the 
world. Twenty universities are from 
the US, four from Israel, two each from 
Canada and the UK, and one each from 
Switzerland and Hong Kong.

At 65, Israel leads the world in re-
search and development manpower 
per capita. With 140 Israelis per  
10 000 as opposed to 85 per 10 000 
in the US, Israel is ahead of the rest 
of the world. Israel’s qualitative work-
force benefits from the annual aliyah 
(immigration of Jews to Israel) of 
skilled persons from the former Soviet 
Union, Europe, the US, Latin America 
and Australia, who join graduates from 
Israeli institutions of higher learning. 

In addition, Israel’s hi-tech industry 
absorbs veterans of the elite hi-tech 
units of the Israel Defence Forces. Isra-
el dedicates 4,5 per cent of its GDP to 
research and development, the highest 
proportion in the world.

Israel’s confronting of unique se-

curity and economic challenges has 
produced unique, innovative and cut-
ting-edge solutions, technologies and 
production lines, which have attracted 
global giants. For example, Google’s 
Executive Chairman Eric Schmidt 
considers Israel “the most important 
hi-tech centre in the world after the 
US”. He has invested in Israel’s hi-tech 
industry via his own private venture 
capital fund, Innovation Endeavours.

According to world-renowned in-
vestor Warren Buffett, “if you’re look-
ing for brains, [Israel] has a dispropor-
tionate amount of brains and energy”. 
In 2006, Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
made its first-ever acquisition outside 
the US in Israel, acquiring 80 per cent 
of Israel’s Iscar for $4 billion.

Intel operates four research and 
development centres and two manu-
facturing plants in Israel, and it has 
invested in 64 Israeli start-up com-
panies. Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer 
calls Microsoft as much an Israeli com-
pany as it is an American company, 
because of the importance of its Israeli 
technologies.

Some 300 US hi-tech giants have 
research and development presence in 
Israel. Many of them invest in - and ac-
quire - Israeli hi-tech companies.

George Gilder, author of The Israel 
Test and a hi-tech guru, stated: “[Is-
rael] is the global master of microchip 
design, network algorithms and medi-
cal instruments… water recycling and 
desalinisation… missile defence, ro-
botic warfare, and UAVs... We need 
Israel as much as it needs us.”

At 65, Israel has become an offshore 
natural gas producer, which has en-
hanced its economic viability, reducing 
its dependency on imported energy, 
and rendering it a net natural gas ex-
porter by 2017.

At 65, the ongoing wars, terrorism 
and global pressure are realistically 
assessed as bumps on the road to un-
precedented economic and technologi-
cal growth. (JNS.org)

•  Yoram Ettinger is a former ambassador 
and head of “Second Thought: a US-
Israel initiative.”

•  Editor’s note: This column first appeared 
in Israel Hayom and is distributed with 
the permission of Yoram Ettinger.

At 65, Israel defies economic 
meltdown

Jewish organisations are calling for Richard 
Falk of the United Nations to step down 
following comments in an online essay sug-
gesting US and Israeli policies were responsi-
ble for the Boston Marathon explosions.

Falk (pictured) blamed the Boston Mara-
thon explosions on the US and Israel. 

Falk, who serves as a special rapporteur 
for the Palestinian territories with the UN 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC), wrote in an 
article titled “A Commentary on the Marathon 
Murders” on the Foreign Policy Journal 
website that the Boston Marathon explo-
sions were “retribution” for the actions of 
the U.S. military in the Middle East, which he 
considers part of the “the American global 
domination project.”

Falk – who last fall issued a report calling 

for a boycott of companies doing business 
with Israel and in 2011 posted an anti-Semit-
ic cartoon on his blog – also blamed Israel for 
the attacks, writing “[a]s long as Tel Aviv has 
the compliant ear of the American political 
establishment those who wish for peace and 
justice in the world should not rest easy.”

American Jewish Committee Executive 
Director David Harris questioned the UN’s 

judgment in allowing someone like Falk to 
serve for the international body. 

“Given his public record, the question is 
why Richard Falk still occupies a UN position. 
Is there no shame?” Harris said in a state-
ment. B’nai B’rith International also called for 
Falk to be removed from his position. “We 
once again call for Falk’s removal from his 
position within the UNHRC. His latest string of 
inflammatory remarks – whether it be on the 
Internet or in one of his “reports” to the coun-
cil – has no place in the United Nations and 
his continued presence at the UNHRC further 
undermines the credibility of the system.”  
The watchdog group UN Watch also sent a 
letter to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
and U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice urging 
them to “speak out” against Falk. (JNS.org)

Jewish groups slam UN official Falk for blaming Boston 
Marathon explosions on US and Israel
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WAYNE FIRESTONE AND MARK J PENN 
WASHINGTON

The older generation always thinks of the young-
er generation as losing its traditional values, 
wondering: “Why can’t they be just like us?”

But in a time of expanding globalism, open 
social networking and greater geographical 
disbursement, a surprising finding of a poll we 
conducted shows that Jewish consciousness 
among millennials - young adults in college and 
graduate school - is rising, not falling. 

As perhaps part of a global trend toward reli-
gion in general, we believe the survey indicates  
the next generation of Jews may be increasingly 
into being Jewish and following traditions.

Here are the surprising truths. According to 
a survey of 600 US Jewish undergraduates and 
graduate students conducted by Penn Schoen & 
Berland, nearly half of Jewish college students 
today participate in Hillel events - a 36 per cent 
increase from 2005. 

More than half of the students said they 
would participate in a Hillel event in the next 
month - up from only 36 per cent seven years 
ago. And nearly 75 per cent of students said 
they viewed Hillel and “Hillel people” favourably, 
an increase of more than 20 per cent since 2005. 
The next most important Jewish institution on 
campus was Chabad, which is also growing in 
popularity with college students.

The rise in Jewish activism also is tied to 
strong support for Israel. Fully 78 per cent of 
Jewish students today say that support for 
Israel is important to them - virtually the same 
percentage that says social justice (and having a 
sense of responsibility for the Jewish people) is 

important.
The success of Hillel is based on a six-year ef-

fort that started with the sophisticated deploy-
ment of early social networking techniques. The 
idea was to use snowballing student connections 
as the path to bringing in more students. 

Hillel not only seized on this insight, but also 
took it backward from virtual to real - training 
and employing nearly 1 000 Jewish students to 
engage about 35 000 uninvolved Jewish peers 
on more than 70 campuses across the globe. 

In every case, the goal was to help the unen-
gaged students meet, explore and connect to 
Jewish life on their own terms. It turns out that 
peers not only can reach students in ways that 
institutions can’t, but they also can do it crea-
tively, imaginatively and with lasting effect. 

Second, Hillel hypothesised that in addition 
to going broader, it also could go deeper. On 10 
pilot campuses, it placed Jewish educators and 
rabbis trained to engage students in study and 
conversation, encouraging students to ask the 
big questions that make college such a potent 
place for development and growth. 

As students progress in their education, they 
are more likely to participate in Jewish events 
on campuses, and such participation reaches 
its zenith among graduate students. And this 
increase in interest is across Reform, Conserva-
tive and Orthodox students, as well as those 
self-defined as “just Jewish”.

The greater success of Jewish-based organisa-
tions on campus is no doubt the result of in-
novative work by those organisations, but it also 
signals some real changes going on underneath. 

Universalism may have reached its limits, 
with the reassertion of a greater sense of ethnic 
and religious identity growing in its place. Social 
networking makes it easier for groups to come 
together and find their commonality; threats 
to Israel and the potential growth of nuclear 
weapons in the region give an urgency to that 
connection. Birthright Israel is also giving many 
an up-close and personal experience. 

So, just when we all thought young people 
were most likely to blend in even further and 
abandon purely Jewish institutions, instead we 
see them reasserting Jewish identity, support 
for Israel and, perhaps most important, seek out 
connections with one another to feel part of a 
larger community they can call their own. (JTA)

•  Firestone is CEO of Hillel: The Foundation for 
Jewish Campus Life. Penn  was formerly CEO of 
the polling firm Penn, Schoen and Berland Associ-
ates, which conducted the survey.

Jewish millennials 
are showing increased 
attachments

Film actor Woody Allen, who over the years 
has epitomised the quintessential Jewish man, 
confused about his identity.

An ancient church has been discovered by Israeli 
archaeologists near the site of the Ark of the 
Covenant
TEL SHILOH - Archaeologists have discovered an ancient church in the ruins of the ancient 
biblical city of Shiloh.

The church, which dates to the fourth century CE, is believed to have been built over the 
site where the Ark of the Covenant was once housed by the ancient Israelites, Israel Hayom 
reported. 

The church was discovered by accident when archaeological workers, who were digging a 
drainage ditch for rainwater, came across remarkably well-preserved mosaics. 

The city of Shiloh is an ancient biblical city located in the hills of Samaria that was the 
religious and cultural capital of Israel before Jerusalem. It is mentioned several times in 
the Hebrew Bible and it also became a very important centre of worship during the early 
Christian period. Today the area, known as Tel Shiloh, has become an important site for 
archaeologists. (JNS.org)
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Apologies for JeWisH 
religious vieW expressed  
in MAil & guArdiAn
 
In a feature dealing with attitudes 
towards homosexuality within the 
various religions, that appeared in the 
April 19 issue of the Mail & Guardian, 
I was quoted giving the Orthodox 
Jewish perspective and identified in my 
capacity as Associate Director of the SA 
Jewish Board of Deputies. 

I was in error in commenting on the 
issue since the SAJBD (as affirmed in 
this week’s Above Board column) does 
not take any particular position on 
questions of religious doctrine. 

I apologise for any misunderstanding 
my comments may have caused in this 
regard.

 
david saks
Johannesburg
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JeWisH report didn’t sHoW necessAry 
respect to feldMAn

I find it necessary to express my deep concern that all the 
Jewish Report could find for last week’s front page was a 
picture of Isla Feldman on the floor (at the Lyric Theatre 
at Gold Reef City).

Firstly, she was one of the first to confront the intruders 
to last week Monday’s Yom Ha’atzmaut function, which is 
an indication of her dedication to her position as executive 
director of the SAZF and for this position she should be 
accorded the (necessary) respect.

Secondly, and most importantly, why should her name 
be highlighted on the front page so that the BDS now have 
a name to lay charges (against)? 

You found it suitable to put a picture of the protesters on 
page three. The picture of the ranting and raving Muslims 
should have been relegated to the back page or left off. 

I am sure you are aware that the right hand page of a 
paper is a prominent page as it is read first. So, why give 
our opposition this prominence.

ronny silbermann
sandton

We are astounded that our reader saw “disrespect” for Isla 
Feldman in the front page photograph. It was extremely 
newsworthy, to show the extent of violence that happened at 
the event. Leave a photograph of the protesters out? We run a 
newspaper; our readers have a right to know – and see – what’s 
going on. - Editor

JeWs Must tAke leAd in putting An end to tHese protest 
Actions

The picture of Isla Feldman lying prostrate on the floor at a concert at Gold Reef 
City, as depicted on last week’s front page of Jewish Report, is extremely disturb-
ing to say the least.

I think it is high time that Jews in this country take the lead in putting an end to 
the type of protest actions that have recently been held, disrupting Jewish events.

Much like Nazi Germany, when Jews were pushed around, the same is happening 
here in South Africa and we either are taken by surprise or put up very little resist-
ance.

Surely there are Jewish men who are sufficiently interested and capable of at-
tending the various concerts and functions, who can form a Jewish Defence League 
that can deal with these protesters when they become violent, making it dangerous 
for these cretins to pursue their violence.

Instead of us being led like lambs to the slaughter, let us take the initiative and 
make it not worthwhile to meddle ith us.

The problem with the BDS demonstrators is that they have so little knowledge of 
what they are protesting about, that they don’t know that they don’t know! There-
fore, any meaningful attempt at a discourse with them will fall on deaf ears.

The Yossi Reshef concert at Wits is another example where violence perpetrated 
by protesters, now forms the subject matter of charges “for a possible contraven-
tion of the university’s code of conduct”.

I would not hold my breath. Vice Chancellor-in-waiting Adam Habib, is well 
known for his anti-Israel stance and I venture to suggest that nothing will come of 
those charges against Tasneem Essop and her bunch.

Personally, I would be more than willing to assist and if necessary, face the con-
sequences of the law. We need to become pro-active.

nathan cheiman
northcliff, Johannesburg

yoM HA’AtzMAut concert: ‘stop tHe Jnf’ endorsed outside deMonstrAtion

The events around this year’s Yom Ha’atzmaut concert at 
Gold Reef City were certainly out of the ordinary. A public 
demonstration outside the venue raised some fundamental 
issues relating to Israel/Palestine relations; and a non-violent 
but direct intervention by several pro-Palestinian activists 
proclaiming Israel an “apartheid state” took place inside the 
venue itself. This intervention was met by a physical response 
from the CSO and a number of Zionist Fed office-bearers and 
has resulted in assault charges being laid against them by the 
protesters.

Taking all this into account, Stop the JNF endorsed and 
participated in the outdoor demonstration seeing it as a call 
for Israel to embrace a negotiated settlement based on the 
historic compromises both peoples have to make in order to 
achieve a just peace. 

Enough bloodshed has taken place, enough vicious rheto-
ric has been ventilated, enough economic misery has blighted 
the lives of millions of people in the region. 

Our Jewish heritage instructs us to reject the sword as 
an exclusive means to achieve security; history shows that 
those who rely purely on military means, inevitably fail and 
bring great suffering to themselves and to those they seek to 
control.

On this basis we call on Jewish South Africans to exert 
pressure on the Israeli leadership to heed the international 
consensus and reopen substantive talks with the Palestinian  
parties. 

 
It is highly significant that soon after Ba rack Obama’s 
historic speech to Israeli youth in Jerusalem (urging them 
to be bold in pursuit of peace and to recognise the rights of 
Palestinians) that over 100 mainstream American Jewish 
leaders endorsed this vision and likewise urged the Israeli 
government to respond favourably. 

We certainly hope that Israel’s leadership does not contin-
ue to drag out the current stalemate - one that will surely lead 
to further wars and to the intensification of Israel’s isolation. 

In terms of South Africa’s own negotiated settlement we 
should bear in mind that Nelson Mandela and other ANC 
leaders were for decades demonised as “terrorists” and anti-
democratic “communists” before Afrikaner nationalism and 
white racism bowed to the inevitable.

On a final note, we would like to state that we support 
freedom of expression and assembly for all individuals and 
groups, no matter their opinions. In this sense we are strong 
supporters of the SA Bill of Rights and our constitutional 
guarantees. 

We furthermore condemn all violence as a response to the 
exercise of freedom of expression. Such responses only breed 
more violence.

Tzedek, tzedek tirdof! Let us above all seek justice.

Allan Horwitz
spokesman for stop the Jnf   
Johannesburg

‘underWHelMed’ by rob dAvies’ re-lAbelling  
concession

I want to comment on the story in last week’s Jewish Report, “Welcome 
outcome after long deliberation on labelling issue”.

Too little too late. That’s my reaction to the news that Trade and 
Industry Minister Rob Davies has decided to adopt the technical trade 
requirements when it comes to the labelling of imported goods origi-
nating from Jewish settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

I say too little too late, because the damage has already been done. A 
few days before Pesach Terry Crawford-Browne who is well known for 
his anti-Israel stance, included a few words in a letter a Cape Town daily 
in response to a piece by Ben Levitas, chairman of the Zionist Federa-
tion in Cape Town, stating that Spar had joined the BDS campaign and 
had pulled stocks of Jaffa fruit (oranges) from its shelves. 

How true this is I don’t know, because I very seldom shop at a Spar. If 
Crawford-Browne’s claim is correct, then we should boycott Spar. 

Woolworths also stocks produce from Jaffa and when I popped into 
the store at Sunset Beach (near Milnerton) a few days ago, attached 
to a plastic bag of Jaffa citrus was a label that said “imported goods”. 
Perhaps Woolworths also supports the BDS?

brian Josselowitz 
Milnerton 

no, Mr bogAcz, g-d is Alive 
And Well

I refer to the letter in Jewish Report 
by Yossi Bogacz, (who questioned the 
existence of G-d).

G-d is alive and well. I’m afraid Mr 
Bogacz’s dyspeptic outburst at the 
West Park commemoration was a lit-
tle wasted on me. 

I thought it was the Habonim 
contingent fervidly crying “Chazak 
Ve’ematz” which evoked fond memo-
ries of my youth.

While nobody is remotely qualified 
to pass judgement on the faith issues 
of anyone who survived Europe’s 
Holocaust, Mr Bogacz would be ad-
vised to acknowledge (a) that many 
believers including Torah giants 
such as Rabbi Ephraim Oshry and 
the Klausenberger Rebbe, remained 
steadfast G-d-fearing Yiddin against 
the most appalling and inhumane 
odds and that (b), many of the Baal 
Teshuvah movements in countries 
outside of South Africa were initi-
ated by Holocaust survivors. 

 
Michael golding
Johannesburg



SAJBD AnD SAZF hAve A policy oF AppeASement 
towArDS Government

I refer to the article in last week’s Jewish Report, “SA gov-
ernment’s compromise on labelling doesn’t cut any ice in 
Israel”.

I agree entirely with the position of the Israeli govern-
ment in response to the SAJBD/SAZF’s response to the 
labelling issue. While I rarely agree with the Netanyahu 
government (inter alia I believe their stance is too hardline 
on peace negotiations and they have not made a sufficient 
effort in this regard) the comments that the labelling is 
discriminatory, is well-founded and substantiated.

I had been approached by the business editor of the Daily 
Dispatch for my comments on this issue and I wrote: “If the 
labelling is distinctive and different to the normal ‘made in 
Israel’ label with a different connotation attached, this is 
typical of the Government’s slanted and biased attitude to-
wards Israel, which smacks of anti-Semitism and hypocrisy. 

“The same attitude is not directed to China in its illegal 
occupation of Tibet, or in the disputed territories of Kash-
mir between India and Pakistan, or for that matter in the 
illegal occupation of Western Sahara. 

“Israel is of the view that the so called Occupied Palestine 
is actually historically its land, having been promised all the 
land west of the Jordan to the Mediterranean Sea, 3 500 
years ago. 

“The debate will, however, continue ad nauseam as the 
world has a distorted view of fairness when the country 
in question is Israel. It would be nice for a change if our 
government applied the same standards when dealing with 
Mugabe (of Zimbabwe), other African leaders, China and 
the other dictators it so closely coverts.”

Needless to say the Daily Dispatch published the press 
release of the SAJBD and the SAZF, which is wishy-washy 
to say the least and substantiates my view that both these 
organisations have a policy of appeasement towards the 
government. Have the lessons of Nazi Germany not been 
learned?

myron robinson
east london

Anti-SemitiSm, pArticulArly in South AFricA iS SpreADinG wiDely

I would like to register my disgust at the violent and abusive 
breaking up of a classical concert by Israeli pianist Yossi 
Reshef, by the Wits SRC and pro-Palestinian protesters, 
aligned to the ANC/SACP/Sasco/Cosatu axis, followed by 
a violent disruption by Cosatu storm troopers, Muslim 
extremists, Jew-hating Jews and others, of the peaceful Yom 
Ha’atzmaut ceremony at Gold Reef City.

Reshef was prevented from playing music simply because 
he is Israeli. If that is not racism I don’t know what is. The 
United Nations’ definition of racism includes hatred of a 
country and a nation.

Mbuyiseni Ndlozi and the Palestine Solidarity Commit-
tee have been conducting a reign of intimidation at Wits 
University against any Israeli-born Jew who sets foot there 
and they now are spreading their reign of hatred and terror, 
wider.

In South Africa, using freedom of speech to stir up hatred, 
is supposedly against the Constitution, but when it comes to 
stirring up hatred against Israel, Israelis and supporters and 
friends of Israel, it is quite acceptable. 

Even violence against anyone born in Israel or supportive 
of Israel, is seemingly acceptable in South Africa. I would be 
arrested for voicing the same things against Muslim South 
Africans that are frequently being voiced in this country 
against Israelis and Zionists. 

 
The racist hate fest known as Israel Apartheid Week is endorsed 
by the ANC/SACP/Cosatu regime that rules South Africa.

We Jews and friends of Israel in South Africa, should no 
longer celebrate the farce called the rainbow nation, as long 
as we are prevented from celebrating our connection with 
the Jewish State in peace. 

The connection with Israel is central to my Jewish identity 
and I regard any attack on this as an attack on who I am.

For the Jews, the past decade has been deluged with 
anti-Semitism, which has poured from Arab and pro-Arab 
faucets. 

These sources include most of the international media, 
the extreme left, the UN, much of the European Union, the 
Non-Aligned Movement, Third World regimes, universities 
and academics and have been perhaps the bitterest since the 
fall of the Third Reich. 

The Palestinian terror network has engaged in merci-
less slaughter of Jewish men, women and children through 
bombs and bullets. 

Their malevolence extends to all continents, and Jews are 
being attacked on all continents - but it’s particularly ven-
omous and violent in ANC/SACP-ruled South Africa.

Gary Selikow 
Johannesburg
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Norwood Mall, Cnr Hamlin & 6th Avenue, Tel: (011) 728 5880 • Only Available At This Store! Valid Dates: Thursday 25 - Sunday 28 April 2013
ACTUAL PRODUCTS ON OFFER MAY DIFFER FROM VISUALS SHOWN, AS THESE ARE SERVING SUGGESTIONS ONLY • HAMILTONS ADVERTISING 240413 • NO HAWKERS • NO TRADERS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • E&OE

NORWOOD

R50VEG COMBO
AS SEEN ON TV!

BIG DEAL
1 x 7kg Pocket of Butternuts
1 x 7kg Pocket of Potatoes

BUTCHERY ONLY AVAILABLE AT STORES WITH BUTCHERIES SEAFOOD

Whole Frozen Yellowtail  (Head-On)

R24.99
per kg

AS SEEN ON TV!
BIG DEAL

Whole Frozen Angelfish (Head-On)

R14.99
AS SEEN ON TV!
BIG DEAL

per kg

Whole Frozen Norwegian Salmon 
(Head-On)

R99.99
AS SEEN ON TV!
BIG DEAL

per kg

Fresh Whole Chicken
LIMITED TO 5 PER CUSTOMER!

R19.99
AS SEEN ON TV!
BIG DEAL

per kg

SoFt-cover verSion oF coFFee tABle Book on GreAt pArk neeDeD

I read the article in Jewish Report of April 
19, concerning the publication of the cof-
fee table book recounting the almost 130-
year history of the Great Park Synagogue 
and its precursors, with an equal measure 
of delight and sadness.

I was distressed to read that the printing 
plates of this fine publication will be (or 
possibly have already been) destroyed, in 
order to ensure that it remains a collector’s 
item, presumably thus enhancing  

 
the value of the 1 000 copies published and 
for sale, at R1 500 each.

There is, however, a wider readership 
both within and outside of this communi-
ty, who would revel in being able to obtain 
an affordable version, in soft cover and 
non-glossy print. 

It would be an important addition to 
the history of this community and would 
make it accessible to a burgeoning number 
of scholars, researching with fascination  

 
wthe earlier history of Johannesburg and 
its Jewry, as well as the synagogues whose 
founders and congregants made up an 
integral part of this vibrant city.

I do hope that the publishers of this fine 
volume are still able to allow an accompa-
nying popular edition to reach a greater 
audience.

Stuart Buxbaum
norwood, Johannesburg
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ROBYN SASSEN

Having shattered expectations in terms of popularity, the Memories of 
Muizenberg 1900 - 1965 exhibition, mounted in Cape Town in 2010 and 
Muizenberg and Johannesburg in 2011, opens next month in London.

“It was reprinted in Israel and was shown there in Herzlyia last year this 
time,” says Joy Kropman, the exhibition’s curator who brought it to life nearly 
six years ago.

“It was a joint project I embarked upon with the late Professor Jocelyn Hellig, 
and Hazel Cohen, convener of the Rabbi Cyril Harris Community Centre in 
Johannesburg, in 2007. Jocelyn very successfully put together the magnificent 
‘Seeking Refuge’ exhibition, which dealt with South African Jewry with German 
roots; the Muizenberg project was designed and exhibited similarly.” 

Consisting of some 25 panels dealing with different aspects of the history and 
culture of the popular holiday town of Muizenberg near Cape Town, which was 
defining for many SA Jews from the late 19th century until about the 1970s, 
the project’s database had to be created from scratch.

“The exhibition is dedicated to Jocelyn who passed away in 2009,” adds 
Kropman. “With Yvonne Jawitz, Hedy Davis and Jonty Peters, we were a 
team who brought the project to completion and tirelessly worked on the 
photographs, texts and captions. 

“While the whole project is digitised and might look simple once it is done, it 
doesn’t just happen,” she laughs, commenting on the hard team work necessary 
for such a project.

“The initiative to bring it to London was driven by Ivan Kaplan, Saul Issroff 
and Leonard Weinreich, former South Africans now living in London and David 
Bloom who works at Telfed in Israel.”

The exhibition opens on May 21 and runs until June 6 at Ivy House, North 
London. It features a talk by Andrew Caplan on his research findings into the 
migration of SA Jews to London and how it has affected religious and national 
identity. Visit www.ljcc.org.uk.

‘Memories of 
Muizenberg’ 
exhibition is 
heading for 
London

Canadian Jewish 
News to halt 
publication
TORONTO - Canada’s flagship 
Jewish newspaper, The Canadian 
Jewish News, is folding.

The newspaper, which has a 
circulation of approximately  
40 000, announced on Monday 
that its final print edition would 
be on June 20. The closure will 
mean the loss of about 50 jobs.

“I never dreamed that I would 
be writing this,” CJN President 
Donald Carr wrote on the paper’s 
website on Monday, announcing 
the end of publication. “No 
nightmare of mine envisioned it.”

Carr cited “the ravages 
that printed newspapers and 
magazines have been experiencing 
across the world.

“The digital age, in which news 
and commentary are retrieved 
instantly on smart phones, on 
computers and on all kinds of new 
devices, has overtaken the printed 
word,” he wrote.

Founded in 1960, the paper 
was purchased in 1971 by a group 
of community leaders closely 
allied with the Canadian Jewish 
Congress.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the online edition 
would continue. The CJN was 
distributed in Toronto, with 
a Montreal edition. There 
are smaller, regional Jewish 
publications across Canada, but 
the paper was seen as national 
and independent.

The closure will leave The 
Jewish Tribune, published 
by B’nai Brith Canada, as the 
community’s sole non-regional 
Jewish publication. (JTA)

Budapest anti-
Semitism rally 
draws tens of 
thousands
BUDAPEST - Tens of thousands of 
protesters marched in Budapest 
against anti-Semitism, as 
Hungarian police prevented a neo-
Nazi demonstration for the third 
time in two weeks.

The march last Sunday against 
anti-Semitism was part of the 
annual March of the Living, which 
usually draws a few thousand 
people who commemorate the 
Holocaust with a solemn walk 
along the Danube River. 

This year tens of thousands 
showed up with Israeli and 
European Union flags in what 
many said was a tour de force 
against ideas promoted by the 
ultranationalist Jobbik Party and 
neo-Nazi fringe groups. 

In parallel, police banned a group 
of extreme-rightist bikers from 
holding a rally in front of the city’s 
main synagogue during the March 
of the Living event. The biker 
group had been refused a permit 
earlier this month for a rally under 
the slogan “Give gas” - a possible 
reference to the extermination of 
Jews during the Holocaust. 

Last Saturday, police officers 
in Pecs, in southern Hungary, 
detained 18 people who police 
said belonged to the Pax 
Hungarica movement and 
participated in a rally in honour 
of what would have been Adolf 
Hitler’s 124th birthday on April 
20. They were charged with 
disturbing public order, according 
to a report by the MTI Hungarian 
news service. (JTA)

New York teen 
charged with hate 
crime in subway 
arrest 
NEW YORK - The arrest of a 
New York teenager for harassing 
a kippah-clad Jewish man on a 
subway led to a melee that was 
shown on YouTube.

Stephan Stowe, 17, was charged 
on eight counts, including 
aggravated harassment as a hate 
crime, in the April 15 incident in 
Brooklyn.

According to a Daily News 
report three days after the 
incident, Stowe and a group of 
friends approached the Jewish 
man and greeted him with the 
traditional Muslim greeting 
“Assalamu Alaikum”. 

When the Jewish man did not 
respond, Stowe said the two were 
cousins. The Jewish man said they 
were not and called on Stowe to 
leave him alone.

Stowe responded with ethnic 
slurs; the Jewish man then took 
Stowe’s photograph with a cell 
phone.

“I am going to kill you right 
now,” Stowe said as he took the 
phone and deleted the photo. 
“They should have killed all 
of you,” he added, apparently 
referring to the Holocaust. 

Police attempted to detain 
Stowe at the Eastern Parkway 
stop when onlookers attempted to 
intervene. One of the onlookers, 
Sheniqua Joseph, 22, was arrested 
for attempting to obstruct the 
arrest of Stowe.

A bystander filmed the melee 
on a cell phone and uploaded it to 
YouTube. (JTA)

Some happy snaps from bygone years, supplied by the community who 
holidayed in Muizenberg and comprising an important component to the 
Muizenberg exhibition.

Thatcher’s warm response to Rubenstein
With the recent death of 
former Prime Minister of 
England, Margaret Thatcher, 
memories of her era are 
recalled.

Leon Rubinstein of Florida 
on the West Rand, at the 
end of 1997 wrote a letter to 
Margaret Thatcher thanking 
her for what she had done for 
South Africa while she was 
prime minister of England. 
As a token of appreciation he 
enclosed a small gift.

To his great surprise, 
Thatcher personally wrote 
back to him in January 1998, 
thanking him for his let-
ter and gift and stated that 
“South Africa is a country 
with enormous potential”.

Her letter is reproduced 
here.

World News in Brief



Want to study at UJ? Be CLEAR about it. Choose your subjects wisely in Grade 9. Learn well in Grade 10. Earn the good marks you need 
to go to university in Grade 11. Apply early with those marks in Grade 12; and Register at UJ for your first year if you are accepted. So 
if you want to continue studying once you finish school, then you need to put in the ground work while you’re still there. It all adds up to 
being CLEAR. Reach your goal of studying at UJ. Be anything you want to be. Be CLEAR about your future.

Open Day will take place on 10 & 11 May 2013, look out for more information in the press and online. 
Visit www.uj.ac.za or call 0861 00 00 UJ

SMS JReport to 45813 
or Scan the QR Code to 
get more info from UJ.

Standard SMS rates 
apply

96482 UJ Clear Advert.indd   1 2013/02/21   9:59 AM



01 - 08 June 2012Tapestry12     SA JEWISH REPORT 26 April – 3 May 2013

Show: “Thinking in Paint”, 
Gallery 2, Rosebank, (011) 
447-0155
Until: May 4

REVIEWED BY  
ROBYN SASSEN

Walking into the gallery, you 
could be forgiven for feeling 
you’ve entered a time warp. The 
space is a pristine white box, 
celebrating abstract work which 
enjoyed status a generation ago. 
Yet, there’s nothing dated in 
these new works by some of the 
country’s most respected.

On April 10, 1934, arguably 
one of contemporary South 
Africa’s most important art 
activists, Bill Ainslie, was born. 
His thinking birthed the Johan-
nesburg Art Foundation. 

Fiercely pro-abstract, his voice 
echoed those of influential US 
critics Clement Greenberg and 
Harold Rosenberg, who believed 
art should be made for its own 
sake. In 1989, Ainslie died in 
a car accident. In a sense, this 
show ponders what South Afri-
can art would have been had he 
lived longer.

‘Thinking in Paint’ is by four 
stalwarts in the industry - Gail 
Behrmann, Ricky Burnett, David 
Koloane and Jenny Stadtler 
- each influenced by Ainslie. 
The result is about the internal 
dialogue of work not trying to 
“look like” anything other than 
what it is. 

It’s art which also embodies 
a joyous sense of rule-breaking; 
which instead of disrespecting the 
medium, reflects on its holiness. 

It’s hard to look at Behrmann’s 
soliloquies and see them as paint 
on canvas. You get goose-bumps 
as you approach these muscular 
pieces, replete as they are with a 
sense of urgent fire. They’re like 
looking at cosmic windows into a 

world unseen and hold their cor-
ner of the gallery with earnest-
ness that’s never precious.

Burnett, respected as curator 
and teacher, presents a suite of 
four paintings which touch red 
with a bruisedness like ripe fruit. 
They feature shards of poetry by 
William Blake, Wallace Stevens 
and Emily Dickinson. 

The most powerful is “The 
Song” in which dots of paint you 
may not expect to see undiluted, 
are cast buoyantly across the 
surface. The words, which snatch 
and grab at your sensibilities as 
you look, are not all legible but 
this doesn’t hurt the reading of 
the work. 

“O Rose thou art sick,” says 
Blake through one, as Dickin-
son’s “An ear can break a human 
heart//As quickly as a spear” 
reverberates elsewhere.

Alongside Burnett’s pieces are 
several by David Koloane, charac-
teristically blending an energy-
driven charcoal line, with colours 
frisky and dirty. 

He engages night rhythms in a 
busy, busky city and while some 
slip off into obscurity, others 
hold that boogie-woogie status 
of traffic lights and hooting cars 
in the middle of a metropolis, 
without being specific, allow-
ing their sense of abstraction to 
carry the noisy messy disruption.

Stadtler’s Lotus Eater is on the 
gallery’s right wall as you enter. 
Her use of unmodulated colour 
hits you like a slap in the eye; the 
work joyously engages you loudly, 
bringing a cacophony of Chappies 
bubble gum wrappers and a mis-
cellany of textures together.

On paper, the exhibition 
seems small. As you leave, with 
the works’ diverse harmonies 
singing in your head, you realise 
something about the enormity of 
expression, wit and guts splayed 
in real painting. 

The embodiment 
of a joyous sense of 
rule breaking

“Streetwise”, David Koloane’s work in mixed media on canvas. 

Mikhael Subotzky’s Kwable and Yaovi Ahotor, 2007. From I Was Looking Back, 2012, wall installation. 
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Show: “Retinal Shift”, Standard Bank Gallery, 
Johannesburg, (011) 631-4467
Until: June 15

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

He speaks of his city with palpable love. You look at 
his elderly one-toothed face and experience such a 
flow of sincerity, you love him. Griffiths Sokuyeka is 
a guide at Grahamstown’s 19th century Observatory 
Museum, which contains a camera obscura that gives 
visual access to the city and its surrounding town-
ships. 

The museum is one of Grahamstown’s few all-year-
round tourist venues. A filmed tour of it and through 
it, a virtual tour of the whole morass of city, history, 
politics and gossip that is Grahamstown, conducted 
by Griffiths and Moses Lamani, is central to Mikhael 
Subotzky’s 2012 Standard Bank Young Artist exhibi-
tion, on the Johannesburg arm of its national tour. 

The work, “Moses and Griffiths”, a paean to Gra-
hamstown, is impeccably shown on four monitors. 
Its material is spliced sensitively into concatenations 
of value, shifting from mirth to eeriness.

There are similar shifts elsewhere in this extraordi-
nary show of three installations and several stand-
alone pieces. On the gallery’s left, 100 photographs, 
some with smashed glass mounts, drawing from 
Subotzky’s oeuvre over the years, hang. 

Collectively entitled “I was looking back”, the 
installation comprises quickly imbibe-able mini-
essays about vision. It has resonance which hums 
with Pieter Hugo’s unforgettable 2006 series Looking 
Aside, which forayed into the worlds of blindness 
and albinism, contemplating beauty, but Subotzky’s 

project differs: it tosses you between hilarity and 
horror with the flick of an eyeball, leaving your head 
spinning with diverse emotion.

Before you leave, however, the exhibition’s title 
work grabs you by the eye. It’s a self-portrait, essen-
tially, but one made by an optometrist, revealing the 
artist’s left and right retinas captured photographi-
cally with diagnostic equipment. 

It’s a weird, anatomical image, recognisable if 
you’ve been in that chair and had that bit of equip-
ment look into your temporarily blinded eyes. It’s 
a startling liquid orange image, but is as curiously 
invasive and personal as showing a uterine scan.

Along the right side of the gallery is a less success-
ful, but equally curious project. Entitled, “Who’s Who”, 
it comprises scanned mug shots from 11 books from 
selected years from the Who’s Who in Southern Africa 
series. They’re presented in a digital slideshow; the 
images change together. It parades mostly white men 
without context, and quickly parches the curiosity.

The gallery features a remarkable little exhibition 
about fire in Africa, curated by Barbara Freemantle, 
downstairs. It too teeters between hilarity and ear-
nestness; Johannes Segogela’s sculpture of two devils 
braaiing a hapless victim in conjunction with an image 
of drought by David Goldblatt, an exquisite smoke 
drawing of a lost child by Diane Victor and a range 
of magnificent fire-blacked traditional African tools 
against a YouTube compilation in which teenaged boys 
set their hair alight, resonates with cheekiness and ac-
cessibility without being irresponsible.

Subotzky’s catalogue is on sale at the gallery for 
R400, with essays by critics Sean O’Toole and Anthea 
Buys, a transcript of “Moses and Griffiths” and a 
memory trigger to these astonishing photographs.

Subotzky’s work tosses you 
between hilarity and horror

Joseph’s and 
Scoville’s works will 
benefit athletes with 
disabilities
“Priceless Imperfection” and “Zara’s Dirty 
Pearl and Rough Diamond Jewellery” 
selected art works and handbags made by 
well-known Johannesburg-based painter 
Helen Joseph and South African-born 
California-based jewellery designer Zara 
Scoville, will be on show and for sale on 
Sunday April 28 at 88 Houghton Drive, 
Houghton, between 14:00 and 17:00. 
Achilles International Inc, a prominent 
non-profit organisation based in over 65 
locations worldwide, offering support 
to athletes with disabilities, will benefit 
from the proceeds of the sales. Call Greka 
082-572-0371 or Zara 082-368-1450 for 
further information and to RSVP. 

Arts Briefs

Jersey Boys’ run extended by two weeks
Showtime Management, SA producers of Jersey Boys, the Broadway hit 
musical that has taken Johannesburg by storm, has announced a two-week 
extension of the show’s season at Teatro, Montecasino, owing to overwhelming 
public demand. Jersey Boys must close on Sunday, June 9 in time for its 
Cape Town season at Artscape which opens on June 19. Jersey Boys tells the 
true story of how four kids from the wrong side of the tracks became one of 
the greatest success stories in pop music history. The Four Seasons: Frankie 
Valli, Bob Gaudio, 
Tommy DeVito and 
Nick Massi, wrote 
their own songs, 
invented their 
own sounds and 
sold 175 million 
records globally - 
all before they  
were 30! 
Visit www.
jerseyboyssa.
co.za for more 
information. 
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Fiercely pro-abstract, Ainslie’s 
voice echoed those of influential 
US critics Clement Greenberg 
and Harold Rosenberg

“O Rose thou art sick,” 
says Blake through one, as 
Dickinson’s “An ear can break 
a human heart//As quickly as a 
spear” reverberates elsewhere.
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ELIZABETH LEAVER (HOD ENGLISH)

We would like to congratulate Joshua 
Broomberg and Amy Strous, our KDVP 
representatives on the 2013 Johannesburg 
Junior Council, for their success in the 
recent Council elections. 

At an induction ceremony held at 
Parktown Boys’ High School on March 19, 
Joshua was elected as Chief Whip, while 
Amy won the coveted position of chairman 
of the Outreach Committee.

As Chief Whip, Joshua is one of six 
executive members who are responsible 
for organising all aspects of the Council 
year. He co-ordinates the smooth operation 
of the Council, as well as leading Council 
growth (in terms of new schools) and main-
taining discipline. 

The Outreach Committee is involved with 
community service and seeks to improve 
the lives of disadvantaged people across the 
broader Johannesburg community. 

As chairman, Amy will initiate new pro-
jects and collections. The Committee’s main 
event is the annual Johannesburg Junior 
Council Kids Carnival which treats over 500 
orphans to a day of fun and activity. 

The Committee also organises fundrais-
ing, collections of food, clothes, blankets, 
stationery, books and regular visits to 
orphanages.

Over the years, KDVP learners have made 
a major contribution to the success of the 
Johannesburg Junior Council. Ryan Canin 
and Saul Musker both served as mayor, 
while Julia Chaskalson is the outgoing 
deputy mayor for 2012. 

The Council is made up of 37 schools and 
74 pupils from across Johannesburg, and 
runs as an NGO under the supervision of 
a governing body. Every year, the Council 
holds a number of events, ranging from 
youth marches to conservation drives. 

KDVP 
learners 
win 2 top 
positions 
on Junior 
Council

Amy Stous and Joshua Broomberg.

MICHELLE VINOKUR

The Junior Group children at Minnie Bersohn 
Pre-Primary School celebrated Yom Ha’atzmaut 
by decorating the number 65 - Israel’s birthday 
- with icing and biscuits.

Pictured are Jayden Sarkin; Megan Sochen; 
Gabriella Behr; Gabriella Salomon; Aaron 
Levin; Matt Angel; Matt Fanaroff; and Robbie 
Behrmann.

Minnie Bersohn celebrates Israel’s 65th

Building together, dancing together 
- the Orange Farm experience

Photo supplied

Eve Kollenberg; Reason, the beneficiary of the house; Nicole Sacks; and Jonti Strimling, building the outside walls.
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The grade 11 learners of King David Links-
field and Victory Park, took part in an incred-
ible experience in conjunction with the DIJE 
(Division of Informal Jewish Education) and 
Habitat for Humanity, when they went to Or-
ange Farm south of Johannesburg and built 

four houses for four beneficiaries. 
Alongside the township volunteers, the 

learners built houses from scratch, including 
putting in pipes, ceilings, walls, etc.

It was an uplifting experience, and the 
learners got to know all about hard work, 
gratitude for what they have, and a strong 
sense of community.

Sitting together during the lunchbreak 
and sharing lunch with the people who live 
there, listening to the stories of the benefi-
ciaries and hearing about their struggles, and 
teaching hundreds of children a new dance 
and singing and dancing down the streets of 
Orange Farm, are just a few of the incredible 
memories we took from the experience.

ORT SA TEAmS up wiTh SAZF FOR mARAThON CAmpAigN 2014
NExT yEAR iN JERuSAlEm

ORT SA has achieved incredible success with marathon campaigns for 
fundraising since 2010.   

The idea of runners taking on a massive physical challenge in the name 
of charity is not a new concept but most runners who have run with ORT 
SA will concur that their marathon experience has been life changing and 
memorable .

 Ben Swartz, Vice-Chairman, SAZF and Greg Kinross, Chairman, JNF SA 
are two of these runners. Ben and Greg have participated in two of ORT’s 
campaigns since 2010.

It was in Paris this year that the idea of running a more inclusive marathon 
while promoting the State of Israel, both within the Jewish community and be-
yond, was born. And what better setting than the Jerusalem Marathon, 2014?

“ORT SA acknowledges the good work of other non-profit organisations 
and to accommodate this, this time, a portion of each individual’s funds 
raised can be donated to a charity of the participant’s choice,” says Nicci 
Raz, fundraising manager .

The idea behind ORT SA‘s marathon campaigns is to inspire people to  
take on the challenge of running marathons and at the same time raising 

funds for a worthy cause.
The proudly South African team and their supporters will enjoy a unique 

experience in Israel over the marathon weekend, created for them by the 
SAZF team, which is guaranteed to be unforgettable! 

Details will be released soon, so watch out for information on how to sign 
up. The participants will be able to choose from the 21km and 42km (full 
marathon) distance. 

“The SAZF is proud to be associated with ORT SA and to embark on such 
an exciting project for 2014. ORT SA pioneered the marathon fundraising 
campaigns in our community and this project will be the first of its kind for 
SAZF,” says Swartz.

advertorial

Photo: Tova Goldstein
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Mazeltov to ChaiFM
A column of the SA Jewish Board of DeputiesA column of the Chevrah Kadisha

We are delighted that 
ChaiFM, Johannesburg 
Jewry’s feisty 
community radio station, 
has been honoured 
with several prestigious 
awards at the recent 
MTN Radio Awards. 

Since its founding 
some five years ago, the 
station has provided 
a vibrant news and 
discussion forum on 
matters of Jewish 
interest. For the SAJBD, 
it is now an important 
communications vehicle 
through which to 
keep our constituency 

informed of our activities and other interesting 
developments life.

This includes Steven Gruzd’s weekly “Board 
Talk” show every Friday 12:00 - 13:00 and a 
weekly update each Thursday, usually given by 
National Director Wendy Kahn. 

In addition, Board representatives and guest 
speakers are interviewed on a regular basis. 
Congratulations to Kathy Kaler and her team 
for all their excellent work in providing our 
community with this invaluable resource, which 
we hope will only go from strength to strength.     

Confronting Internet hate speech
In bygone times, the mass posting of anti-Semitic 
literature was far more difficult than it is today, 
entailing making multiple copies, laboriously 
addressing envelopes and laying out a substantial 
sum for postage. 

Today, anyone with a computer and Internet 
access can, with minimal effort and even more 
minimal expense, disseminate as much offensive 
literature to multiple recipients as he or she likes. 

Sadly, if predictably, there has been no shortage 
of individuals taking advantage of the latest 

technology to propagate their warped world 
views. One of the most egregious offenders has 
been a certain Snowy Smith, who over several 
years has been bombarding members of both the 
Jewish and general community with rabidly anti-
Semitic postings. 

The sheer persistence of his campaign and 
the growing number of those offended by it, 
prompted the Board to institute proceedings in 
the Equality Court. Smith has indicated that he 
is completely unrepentant regarding his actions, 
and indeed has gone on to distribute further hate 
mail. 

Ultimately, however, he will not be able to 
avoid answering for his actions, and the same 
applies to anyone else who seek to defame the 
Jewish people in this way.    

The SAJBD and Jewish pluralism
As has been emphasised before, the Board strives 
to be as inclusive as possible when representing 
the Jewish community. 

It recognises that within the community, there 
is a broad range of political, religious and cultural 
viewpoints and lifestyle choices. For this reason, 
we will not take a position on, for example, 
questions of religious doctrine, nor will we 
criticise or endorse a particular political party.

It was therefore unfortunate that a comment 
on Orthodox Jewish attitudes towards 
homosexuality was provided to the Mail & 
Guardian by our Associate Director last week. 
He has since been taken to task and has 
acknowledged his error.

A message on our website clarifies that the 
statement on the Jewish view of homosexuality 
does not reflect the spectrum of opinion within 
the wide range of Jewish religious institutions 
on the issue and that the SAJBD represents 
Jews, irrespective of their affiliation and sexual 
orientation.

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board Talk on 
101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00. 

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman
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It was the end of 
another long day of 
varied encounters. As 
I checked through my 
diary one final time be-
fore heading for home, 
it occurred to me that 
by sharing the diverse 
aspects of a single day 
with you, our partners, 
you might be surprised 
by the mixture of cor-
porate and communal 
challenges this welfare 
organisation faces.

I started my day 
at 07:00 with a treat 
- davening in the 
Sandringham Gardens 
Shul. It’s a beautiful, 
intimate setting and 

inspiring to be with our regular minyan. One 
member, Myer Mervis from Golden Acres, cel-
ebrated his third barmitzvah, 96th birthday, 
there last month.   

It’s a short walk from the shul to breakfast 
in the main dining room, but with over 700 
residents on this campus, friendly people stop 
me along the way for a chat. Over oatmeal 
and eggs I get feedback from the residents 
and a real sense of how we, and they, are do-
ing.  Thank G-d, most are very content.

A protest march is starting at 09:00 outside 
the main entrance and I go there to ensure 
that, as planned in meetings over the preced-
ing days, our CSO security and the police are 
in place.     

These are off-duty, outsourced care-workers 

presenting complaints to their employer (they 
work with us, but not for us). The care and 
safety of our residents is paramount and we 
have ensured that a full complement of on-
duty care-workers are inside, tending to them. 

Everything is under control so I return to 
my office for a meeting with the head of our 
residential Mental Health Services. We house 
80 people on site and today need to discuss 
the management of two complicated cases: 
one person with bipolar disorder, the other, 
schizophrenia.

I meet with our new COO to plan mainte-
nance around the new telephony system we 
are implementing, aimed at improving com-
munication and reducing costs. 

EuroChai in London is hosting a banquet in 
a few weeks to raise funds from ex-South Afri-
cans for us and other local beneficiaries. They 
have requested a promotional video from us 
and I watch and approve the final draft.

An hour spent on the phone and e-mail 
allows me to make bereavement calls, chat to 
a volunteer who is experiencing frustrations, 
and catch up with correspondence - staff and 
community e-mails.

Just before I leave to inspect progress at 
Brixton Cemetery where we now have full-
time security, strong fencing and no vagrants, 
I spend some time collating and e-mailing 
comprehensive Board packs to our Board 
members for our upcoming Board of Gover-
nors meeting the following week. 

Finally, an impromptu meeting with a com-
munity member seeking direction in a sensi-
tive family matter, which I refer to our Social 
Services Department.

And then, this column...

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO
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Holocaust survivor Rena Quint – 
inspiration to all South Africans

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Over the past week, 
Yom Hashoah 
ceremonies were held 
under the auspices 
of the Board in all 
the main Jewish 
population centres. 

In addition, and 
possibly for the 
first time ever, a 
ceremony was held 
in Grahamstown as 
part of a visit by a 
delegation from the 
Board, SAZF and SAUJS 
to meet with the staff 
and students of Rhodes 
University and other 
members of the local 

community.
This year’s keynote speaker, Rena Quint, 

spoke at the Johannesburg and Durban 
ceremonies and afterwards addressed the 
community in Cape Town. Like all Holocaust 
survivors, the story she had to tell was a 
harrowing one. That being said, it was deeply 
inspiring to hear how despite this, she was 
able to go on to build a successful, fulfilling 
life for herself, including raising a family of 
committed, involved Jews. 

As she observed, it was this continuation 
of a vibrant Jewish life, particularly in Israel 
where she now lives, that demonstrates how 
the Nazis ultimately failed in their efforts to 
destroy the Jewish people. 

Rena’s message should resonate with 
all people who have undergone traumatic 
experiences as a result of persecution 
and injustice. Indeed, as a result of being 
interviewed on Radio SAfm, she was even 

invited to speak to women prisoners on behalf 
of the Department of Correctional Services. 

By her example, she is able to show that no 
matter how low we fall, or are made to fall by 
others, we have the capacity to pick ourselves 
up afterwards and rise to undreamed of 
heights. 

While we must never forget the past, 
we should not allow it to engender a sense 
of hopelessness. Rather, we must use the 
lessons learned to build something positive, 
be it working towards creating a more just 
and compassionate society, rebuilding what 
has been destroyed or simply in the way one 
interacts with other people. 

‘Labelling controversy’ finally laid to rest
Shortly before going to print, we were 
delighted to learn that the long-running 
“labelling controversy” had been brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion.  

The final decision by the Cabinet regarding 
how products from Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank should be identified, is very 
much in line with what the Board and SAZF 
regarded as satisfactory.

The labelling is neutral and descriptive and 
not politically motivated, which is all that we 
wanted. In our media release we thank the 
Office of the Presidency, Cabinet and Minister 
of Trade and Industry Rob Davies, for hearing 
and taking into account out concerns when 
finalising the new regulations.  

The outcome of the months of deliberation 
over this issue has been a sensible one that 
addressed the requirement that the places 
of origin of imported products be accurately 
identified without the addition of politically-
motivated aspects that cause division within 
the South African population.  

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone enjoys a good 
story, but they’re not 
much fun when they’re 
filled with pain and 
suffering.

Almost daily a new 
heart-breaking story 
crosses my desk involv-
ing some communal 
sadness and sorrow. 
These situations are 
challenging, often 
requiring more wisdom 
than we humans have, 
and there are seldom 
simple solutions.   

Respecting the 
privacy and (often op-
posing) perspectives of 
those involved, we sum-
mon all our resources 

to examine the complexities from every angle. 
Then we do our very best to help.

I want to share just one story with you.   
Once upon a time the parents of three 

children were involved in a serious car acci-
dent. The father was left a paraplegic and his 
wife suffered severe emotional trauma and 
depression. Neither was able to work.

It’s our policy to try to solicit support from 
family members, but in this case, as in many 
others, no-one could assist. Maintaining 
their medical aid was a priority. 

Then a holistic approach was applied, 
involving our financial services, healthcare 
professionals and social workers who teamed 
up to assess the family’s living arrangements 
and determine how best to meet their needs.  

As it happened, the most practical and 
affordable option was to pay their bond so 
they could continue living in their home 
with domestic help. We also facilitated dis-
ability grants which helped toward food and 
clothing.

Counselling and home visits were routine-
ly provided and arrangements were made 
to enable the children to continue in their 
schools.  

But life evolves and with the passage 
of time it became clear that the children 
required closer supervision.  

The oldest son had matriculated and our 
student support services financed his ter-
tiary studies. The two younger ones became 
part of Arcadia’s after school programme, 
where homework and play is supervised. The 
situation is being carefully monitored and 
if it becomes necessary, they will move into 
Arcadia.  

Sadly, dad has passed away. West Park took 
care of all arrangements and covered the 
burial costs.

We have finally managed to persuade mom 
to join our protected employment programme 
which will bolster her self-esteem and provide 
her with a productive element to her day.

This story is far from over, but it is our 
hope that we can provide the children with 
emotional and educational support that will 
enable them, in time, to emerge confident, 
productive members of our community.

Certainly this storyteller prefers happy 
endings.   

May our partnership continue to thrive!
Feel free to contact me on feedback@

thechev.org.za

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO

Once upon a time...
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Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society 
is re-launched
OWN CORRESPONDENT
 
� e Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society(JJGS) which 
died a quiet death some years ago, 
has been resurrected as the Jewish 
Genealogical Society South Africa.

� e JGSSA is a�  liated to the 
International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS),the 
umbrella body of over 80 societies 
around the world. A call is going out 
for all interested in the history of the 
Jews of SA and the story of their own 
families in Europe and South Africa, 
to become involved. 

� e JGSSA is hosting a public 
meeting at the HOD Centre, 58 
Oaklands Road, Orchards, on March 
10 at 19:30. At this meeting Lionel 
Slier will give a talk about “� e 
Rescue of Jewish Orphans from the 
Horrors of War-torn Eastern Europe 
in 1921, taken to South Africa”. 

genealogysa@gmail.com
082-423-05560.     
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On 7 Adar - Zayin 
Adar - as has become 
traditional on this, 
the yahrtzeit of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the 
Chevrah Kadisha in 
Johannesburg held 
a special function to 
honour those who 
have in various ca-
pacities volunteered 
their services to the 
organisation. 

Our national direc-
tor, Wendy Kahn, 
represented the 
Board at the event, 
and attests to how 
inspiring it was to yet 

again be shown how much members of our 
community are contributing to the greater 
communal good. 

Singled out for special tribute at this 
function was Steven Adler, with whom the 

Board has worked closely on matters of 
common interest on a number of occasions 
in the past. 

� e largely unsung heroes and heroines 
who render such dedicated and honourable 
service in the sphere of Jewish welfare, have 
their counterparts in all spheres of Jewish 
communal activity. 

� rough my involvement with the Dur-
ban Holocaust Centre, I am especially aware 
of how much our volunteer guides contrib-
ute. Taking visiting groups - in the main 
school learners - through displays, requires 
both a sound knowledge of the historical 
background and an ability to convey with 
appropriate insight and sensitivity the 
deeper lessons that those sombre events 
encapsulate for ours and future generations. 

� us, our guides devote considerable ad-
ditional time to research and educational 
training, motivated not by any expectation 
of � nancial or other reward but out of a pas-
sionate desire to add value in a worthy cause.

� is essentially sel� ess devotion to mak-

ing a contribution removed from any desire 
of personal gain, is characteristic of all 
forms of voluntary communal service.

Events like Zayin Adar are important 
because they recognise and honour those 
who dedicate so much time and e� ort to the 
community. 

Volunteers may not do what they do be-
cause they crave recognition, but this does 
not mean that their e� orts should be taken 
for granted and never acknowledged. 

Such public recognition, in addition to 
showing the necessary “Hakarat Hatov” (lit-
erally, “recognising the good”) and helping 
motivate them to continue their good work, 
also plays a part in inspiring others to come 
on board. 

Periodically patting ourselves on the back 
does not mean we can a� ord to become 
complacent. Times remain di�  cult and the 
needs both of our own community and the 
wider society are only growing. 

� e proud tradition our community has 
of contributing both to Jewish and general 

causes, can certainly inspire us, but ensur-
ing that it is maintained is a challenge for 
every new generation. 

� e real reward of serving the community 
ultimately lies in the emotional satisfaction 
and enhanced sense of self-worth that one 
receives through going beyond the bounda-
ries of one’s own personal needs to be of 
assistance to others. Our Jewish tradition 
stresses that the key to attaining happiness 
and ful� lment is through giving, in what-
ever form this might take. Put another way, 
and paradoxical as it sounds, giving is in 
reality the most rewarding form of taking, 
without anyone being at all diminished 
thereby, but quite the contrary.

I believe that the remarkable success of 
the South African Jewish community has 
been that so many of its members have 
taken this lesson to heart. 

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board 
Talk on 101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 
- 13:00. 

Giving is the most rewarding form of taking
 A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone’s been boasting 
about the 2012 matric 
results and there’s cer-
tainly a lot to boast about 
- mazaltov to learners, 
parents and schools!    

� e 15 matric students 
for whom the Chev pro-
vided � nancial and coun-
selling services, all passed 
with excellent results 
- several with multiple 
distinctions. Our pledge 
of con� dentiality prevents 
me from saying more than 
that some achieved this 
under the most horri� c 
circumstances and that we 
are thrilled to have been 
able to help.  

Our numbers could have 
been bigger, but there were no matric students at 
Arcadia last year 

You may be wondering why I am boasting 
about matric results when that’s the domain of 
schools. And it’s a good question. But the issue 
of who is responsible for ensuring that our youth 
receive a Jewish education has become increas-
ingly murky. Maybe we should talk about it?

� e cost of private education in Jewish day 
schools is prohibitive and frankly, unsustainable.  

� e Chev’s Student Support Services has an 
agreement with these schools through which 
we subsidise families in need of help but only 
to a degree. � e bulk of the subsidy rests with 
the schools themselves. � at, we believe, is as it 
should be.  

Primary responsibility for education in Jewish 
day schools remains the obligation of the Jew-
ish educational system. But schools are � nding 
themselves under pressure and are hard-pressed 
and sometimes disinclined to maintain these 
subsidies, particularly for students who don’t 
reward with good behaviour and good results.

Unlike welfare, education is not the Chev’s 
area of expertise. Education becomes a welfare 

concern for us when families cannot a� ord the 
costs of remedial and special needs schooling 
(R3,5m paid out in 2012) and tertiary education 
(R1,7m).  

We pay full fees if there’s no alternative, or 
when there’s no Jewish partner to share the bur-
den with. Even when there are Jewish partners, 
we still come to the party for each child, every 
month, to o� er some relief to the Jewish day 
schools (R2m).

If it’s still unsustainable, and Jewish children 
are being turned away, that’s a sign that the sys-
tem needs revision. (Home schooling and online 
classrooms are gaining popularity worldwide.)   

As a community we need to put our heads 
together, think out of the box and come up with 
a solution we can all live with, and one that our 
children can thrive on.

� en the Chev can concentrate on providing 
food, shelter and healthcare to the community.   

Please feel free to communicate with me on 
feedback@thechev.org.za

  Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sie� 
Group CEO

Subsidising Jewish education: when and how
 A column of the Chevrah Kadisha
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As the newly-elected president of WIZO SA I 
look forward to sharing my thoughts and aspira-
tions for our movement in 2013. � e leadership 
of WIZO SA attended the WIZO MOR (Meeting 
of Representatives) in Israel in January and were 
proudly acknowledged for our quick response to 
the Pillars of Defence Emergency Appeal last year. 

� e spontaneous and generous donations of our 
chaverot to this fund will provide psychological 
counselling programmes, dealing with post-trau-
matic stress for our children, youth, sta�  and their 
families in the day-care centres, schools and WIZO 
youth clubs, a� ected by the bombing. 

In addition, in those areas where WIZO facilities 
are at high risk, allocations are being made to se-
cure and upgrade the bomb shelters. � e concern 
and support of our chaverot for Israel’s human 
needs, are greatly appreciated by World WIZO. 

We thank you for caring and for making the 
di� erence and as each facility is secured with the 
necessary structures, we will keep you informed. 

Each year the attendees at the MOR are exposed to a 
battery of facts and � gures and highly-rated opinions on 
subjects of interest as part of a global movement to improve 
the status of women in every sphere of their lives in Israel.

From the spiralling cost of living to honour killings; from 

child abuse to preparing women for roles in com-
merce and politics; from breaking the glass ceiling 
in the IDF to nurturing the heritage of women 
from distant lands... we heard it all. 

We listened to personal stories and met the 
people who counsel and o� er constructive path-
ways through seemingly impossible situations. 
We met teenage girls who have found refuge in 
one of WIZO’s shelters and who have given up a 
life of crime and violence on the streets in order 
to become productive members of society... and 
we bought their beautiful hand-crafted jewellery 
which they now proudly sell.

Attending the MOR is like coming home, so 
many familiar faces, topics to discuss, interchange 
of ideas on fundraising and activities and solu-
tions to problems facing the WIZO federations. 

� e enthusiasm is tangible but the magnet that 
brings us together is our desire to help and we 
invite you to join us and become part of some-
thing so much bigger and more rewarding than 

just ourselves.  So, become a member, join a group, attend 
a meeting of like-minded people, get involved in an event, 
enjoy the camaraderie and make friends.

Become a WIZO woman and change your life and that of 
women in need in Israel.

Attending MOR is like coming home
 A column of WIZO South Africa

WIZO 
South Africa

Tamar Lazarus
President
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Former British PM 
Margaret Thatcher, 
‘staunch friend of Israel’ 
JERUSALEM - Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, who died on 
Monday, was a staunch supporter of Israel 
but had a rocky relationship with Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin.

Thatcher died after suffering a stroke, at 
the age of 87. She suffered from dementia 
at the end of her life, which was dramatised 
in the 2011 movie “The Iron Lady.” 

The only female to serve as prime 
minister of Britain, she also was the 
longest continuously serving prime 
minister in the 20th century, leading the 
country and her Conservative Party 11 
years, from 1979 to 1990. 

She called Begin, who served two terms 
in the 1980s,  the “most difficult” man 
she had to deal with, according to the 
Chronicle. She also strongly opposed 
Israel’s bombing of Iraq’s Osirak nuclear 
reactor.

She believed that the Arab-Israel conflict 
was at the centre of the Western world’s 
difficulties in the Middle East, pressing 
Israeli leaders to make peace with the 
Palestinians in order to cool regional 
tensions.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu mourned her passing in a 
statement.

“She was truly a great leader, a woman of 
principle, of determination, of conviction, 
of strength; a woman of greatness,” 
Netanyahu said. 

“She was a staunch friend of Israel 
and the Jewish people. She inspired a 
generation of political leaders. I send my 
most sincere condolences to her family and 
to the government and people of Great 
Britain.”

Vivian Wineman, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, told JTA that 
Thatcher “was always extremely supportive 
and admiring of the ethos of the British 
Jewish community. This close relationship 
began when her family took in a young 
Austrian Jewish refugee from Nazism in 
the late 1930s.”

“There are people, there are ideas. 
Occasionally those two come together 
to create vision. Lady Thatcher was an 
exceptional leader, a colleague in the 
international arena and a friend for me 
personally,” Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said in a statement. “She served as an 
inspiration for other leaders, as the first 
female prime minister of Great Britain she 
broke new ground. She showed how far a 
person can go with strength of character, 

determination and a clear vision.”
Wineman said that when Thatcher 

entered Parliament representing 
Finchley in north London, “a very Jewish 
constituency”, her relationship with 
local Jewish institutions blossomed and 
continued throughout her career as prime 
minister. During her campaign, she fought 
against a golf course in the district that 
banned having Jews as members.

Thatcher was a founding member of the 
Anglo-Israel Friendship League of Finchley 
and a member of the Conservative Friends 
of Israel, according to Tablet.

Wineman said Thatcher counted a 
number of Jews among her closest advisers 
and confidants, and at one point nearly 
a quarter of her Cabinet was of Jewish 
origins. They included Nigel Lawson, 
Malcolm Rifkind, Keith Joseph and Leon 
Brittan, according to the Jewish Chronicle.

“She also greatly admired the late Chief 
Rabbi Dr Immanuel Jakobovits, whom she 
elevated to the House of Lords,” Wineman 
said. “She was unquestionably a great 
statesman of the later 20th  century, and 
one who was a friend to the Jewish people 
and Israel.”

Thatcher reportedly had no patience for 
anti-Semitism nor those who espoused 
it. She was a strong supporter of Soviet 
Jewry.

She had a strong relationship with US 
President Ronald Reagan and together they 
fought communism, leading to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. (JTA)

Yom Hashoah: Obama 
commits to combat 
intolerance
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama 
in his Yom Hashoah message recalled his 
recommitment in Israel last month to 
combating anti-Semitism and intolerance.

“Today, we honour the memories 
of the six million Jewish victims and 
millions of others who perished in the 
darkness of the Shoah,” Obama said on 
Monday in a message timed for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

“As we reflect on the beautiful lives lost 
and their great potential that would never 
be fulfilled, we also pay tribute to all those 
who resisted the Nazis’ heinous acts and all 
those who survived,” he said. 

“On my recent trip to Israel, I had the 
opportunity to visit Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
national Holocaust memorial, and reaffirm 
our collective responsibility to confront 
anti-Semitism, prejudice and intolerance 
across the world.”

He concluded: “On this Yom Hashoah, 
we must accept the full responsibility 
of remembrance, as nations and as 
individuals - not simply to pledge ‘Never 
again’, but to commit ourselves to the 
understanding, empathy and compassion 
that is the foundation of peace and human 
dignity.”

In a separate statement, Representative 
Nancy Pelosi (Democrat California), 
the minority leader in the US House 
of Representatives, noted that the day 
marked the Hebrew calendar’s anniversary 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising.

“This day is a reminder of all who had 
the courage to fight back; who refused 
to allow the inhumanity of the Nazis to 
deprive them of their own humanity,” she 
said. 

“It is a reminder of the defiant spirit 
of the survivors, whose strength and 
perseverance still inspire us today. It is 
a reminder of the righteous among the 
nations who risked their own lives to 
protect the lives of their neighbours.” (JTA)
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In the Jewish World, April be-
comes a see-saw of commemora-
tive events and emotions that are 
deeply embedded in our national 
psyche.

Yom Hashoah makes us realise 
that, as the years go by, the 
importance of passing on the 
personal testimonies and stories 
to the next generation, must not 
be underestimated... l’dor v’dor... 
Lest we forget. Yom Hazikaron 
is a painful reminder of the 
existential threat that still faces 
Israel and our hearts go out to the 
families in Israel who have suf-
fered loss and pain defending the 
Jewish Homeland. 

And then close on its heels 
comes Yom Ha’atzmaut... an 
occasion to dance and wave blue 
and white flags and celebrate the 
realisation of ancient dreams come true. 

It lifts our spirits and renews our earnest 
desire to be part of the miracle that is modern 
Israel. We WIZO women took active part in 
realising this dream through our projects that 
responded to the great needs of the women 
and children who created the State of Israel.

In 65 years we have witnessed desperate 
battles for survival and the  ingathering of 
exiles from the ravaged countries of pre- and 
post-war Europe. 

We have seen the Jews arrive from Arab 
lands, Ethiopia and Russia, in streams that 
have enabled the country to thrive and grow 

with new blood, new ideas, new 
possibilities... and like a Phoenix 
rising from the ashes, Israel has 
enabled the desert to flourish and 
all of mankind to benefit from her 
intellectual acumen and ingenuity.

Unfortunately the work is not 
complete, there are still too many 
poor people, too many who need 
education and peace is not in 
sight, so we continue to assist 
wherever help is needed. Neve 
Amiel Merchavim, a youth aliyah 
village, in the Jesrael Valley, has 
been a beneficiary of WIZO SA 
for many years. This month it saw 
their much needed Cultural Cen-
tre reopen its doors, providing a 
clubroom, cafeteria, home-theatre 
space, learning and computer 
room as well as a fully-equipped 
gym. 

The pupils come from disadvantaged back-
grounds and are in sore need of recreational 
facilities. We are very proud of having pro-
vided Neve Amiel with the popular petting 
zoo as well as dormitories for soldiers who 
have graduated from the school and have no 
home to return to on weekends.

With Yom  Yerushalayim approaching, we 
give thanks to the Almighty for having ena-
bled us to be the blessed generation that can 
celebrate the unification of Jerusalem.

We are privileged to live and practise Jew-
ish life in freedom because our beloved Israel 
is there. Chag Sameach once again.

We are free because Israel is there
A column of WIZO South Africa

A day in my diary



	  

	  
	  
	  

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

Polish citizenshiP
Many South African Jews 
may be eligible for Polish 

citizenship based on ances-
tral lineage. Many areas of 
Greater Lithuania including 

Vilna, fell within the territorial 
borders of Poland. If you are 
interested in obtaining Polish 
citizenship, please contact 

me.  I specialise in obtaining 
Polish citizenship for people 
with a Polish background.

Rael cynkin cA (sA)
rael@icon.co.za

083-346-4627

SERVICES

BRIAN K LIFT
SERVICE & COURIER
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM 
R160. Secure, comfortable 
and safe. Anywhere 24/7. 

(Jhb - Pta) CALL BRIAN ON
076-533-1440 

Classifieds SA JEWISH REPORT      15        

AppLIAnCE  
REpAIRS On-SItE 

Fridges, stoves, 
washing machines, 
tumbledriers and 

dishwashers.  
Free quotations!
CALL JASOn 
082-401-8239

SERVICES
HOME SERVICES

SERVICES
HOME SERVICES

TO bOOk yOuR clASSIfIEd nOTIcE OR AdvERT cOnTAcT:  
 Tel (011) 274-1400, Fax 086-634-7935, email: jrclassified@global.co.za

HOW TO PlAcE A clASSIfIEd AdvERT: 
1. Only adverts sent via email to jrclassified@global.co.za will be accepted. 2. You will be advised on cost & payment details. 3. Payment is prior to the advert appearing.  4.  Our banking details:  SA Jewish Report, Nedbank Randburg,  

Account Number: 1984 514 865,  Branch Code: 198405. DEADLINE for BOOKING and PAYMENT is Tuesday 12 pm. (If deadline is missed the advert will appear in the next edition, when payment is received).  
 IMPORTANT NOTICE - The Jewish Report runs adverts in the Classified section in good faith, however we cannot be responsible for the quality of services offered and claims made.
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IF YOU WANT 
TO  BUY 

OR SELL  A 
VEHICLE

CONTACT:
SOLLY 

KRAmER
082-922-3597

VEHICLES
WANTED

Experienced, reliable 
driver able to lift you 

anywhere/ anytime 24 
hours. Courier work 

undertaken.
please call paul

083-542-6480

SMILE-LEE’S LIFTS
A reliable lift service.
Specialising in lifts 

to and from airports, 
shops, appointments, 
casinos and courier. 

Charne 083-391-6612

DECEASED ESTATE 
HOUSE CLEAR-

ANCES 
Entire households 

cleared, professionally 
and confidentially. I’ll 
take the burden off 
your shoulders and 

pay you for it.
Please contact  

Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837

For a trusted and pro-
fessional service. Also 
clear garages, cellars, 

storage rooms and 
storage facilities.

A-tAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky 
chauffeur you to your 

destination in Jo’burg and 
back. Only R120 round trip 

for 20kms.  
tel: 082-399-6187

LIFT OFFERED to 
and from airport, to 

go shopping,
to the doctor or 

wherever you need 
to go.

COntACt 
GERALd On  

082-907-5507 OR
(011) 786-6580 

FOR A SAFE 
And RELIAbLE 

SERVICE

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

Airport transfers,
general transport: Jhb
Affordable lifts offered. 

New car with air-condition 
(up to 10 people). Sundays 
to Fridays only. Please Call 

Yoram 082-372-1863

Reasonable rates to 
all other areas

Airport
Shuttle

SAm 
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

to or tambo 
from R160

to lanseria 
from R210

nOtICES
BEREAVEMENTS

Do YoU WAnt A 
Well-MAintAineD 

BUilDinG?
I take care of com-
mercial buildings 
and sectional title 
complexes and ar-

range and supervise 
all maintenance and 
repairs. Many years’ 

experience.
Phone: len 
083-228-6909

E-mail:  
mavis.schneider@

telkomsa.net

pROpERtY

pROpERtY

TO LET

TO LET

For rent
2,5 bedroom, 2 bathroom 

townhouse in St Andrews. In 
a good quiet, access-

controlled area, 2 covered 
parking, lots of lovely green 

environment around unit.
R8 500 pm excl w/l.

contact: Jeanette (011) 
864-7625 (o/h) shimon 

Botbol 082-452-3575 (a/h)

SILVER  
REpAIR & 

REpLAtInG
(011) 334 

1102
082-473-6040

Property to let
highlands north 
3 Bedroom house,  

2½ bathrooms, maids 
quarters, good security, 

Garden. R9 500 per 
month. To view contact 
Jeff (011) 440-0169 or 

076-686-8259.

ESCOJIdO 
Annette 

Our very dear 
and special friend 
Annette passed 
away in Israel on 

Thursday April 18. 
Her love, devotion, 

tenaciousness 
and indomitable 

spirit, will be sorely 
missed. She loved 

deeply, people 
and animals alike. 

Rest in peace. 
Love always, Jodi, 

Maurice, Aliza, 
David, Alter and 
Hannah Karpes.

MeMoRiAls
Hawley Marble and 

Granite Works Est. 1948 
Monumental masons. 
We are proud to have 
served the Johannes-

burg Jewish community 
for many decades. Your 
support is much appreci-

ated.collen hawley  
tel: (011) 828- 9010 

chaim silver
(011) 485-3005

GERMAN 
SHEPHERD DOG 

PUPS
Both parents 

have exceptional 
temperaments.

Imported from world-
famous kennels  

in Germany.
Pups inoculated and 

registered with
German Shepherd 
Dog Federation.

Will only be sold to 
approved homes.

Phone 083-653-9429

CAPE TOWN, 
CLAREMONT 

Townhouse complex
5 bedrooms, 3 

bathrooms, lounge 
and dining room, 

family room, kitchen 
with fitted appliances.

Double garage. 
Small garden.

Property backs on to 
Claremont Wynberg 
Shul. Available May 

1 2013. Contact 
Janine on (021) 

671-9006 janine@
clarewynshul.co.za

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

EMpLOYMEnt
OFFERED

Locum position 
available 

for nursery 
school teacher, 
preferably with 
younger group 

experience,  
for 3rd and 4th 

term 2013. 
Please 

e-mail CV to 
sydpreschool@

telkomsa.net 
or fax  

086-215-5465

What’s On

Today, Friday (April 26)

•  UZLC hosts Tuli Qanya  who will 
talk on “My Poland ‘March of the 
Living’ Experience”. Venue: Our 
Parents Home. Time: 12:45 – 
14:00. Contact: Gloria, 072-127-
9421 or (011) 485-4851.

Saturday (April 27) 

•  Beit Emanuel in Parktown, is 
hosting a weekly series of talks in 
its adult education programme, 
in its boardroom every Saturday 
morning after the Shabbat morn-
ing service and before the Talmud 
study session. Times: From 11:15 
to 12:15 and Talmud study at 
12:15. No cost. Today, Dr David 
Bilchitz will talk on “The Kaddish 
Symphony: Blasphemy or Pro-
found Theological Exploration?”

Saturday evening (April 27) 

•  Shuls of the North West celebrate 
Lag B’Omer at Greenside Shul. 
Time: 19:30. Cost: Adults R80, 
children under-13 R50, under-6 
free. Price incl meal and cold 
drinks, music, fun and entertain-
ment for the kids. Cash bar avail-
able. Contact: (011) 788-5036.

•  WIZO Tzabar hosts a Lag B’Omer 

evening at the Ernest Ullman 
Recreation Centre, Alma Road, 
Morningside Manor Time: 19:00 
(Motzei Shabbat). Cost: R100 
including light supper, baked po-
tatoes and marshmallow over the 
bonfire. Secure parking. Contact: 
Ayala 082-412-2269 or Graciela 
082-925-0924.

Sunday (April 28)

•  Temple Israel in PE hosts its Lag 
B’Omer - 3rd Annual Leo Baeck 
5km Memorial Run/Walk & 
Fête at Temple Israel, 7A Upper 
Dickens Road, Central, Port Eliza-
beth. Entries open 09:00. Race 
starts 10:00 with a lucky draw 
and an auction. Enquiries: Yonah 
Blackman (041) 373-6642, 08:00 
- 13:00 Monday to Friday.

•  Second Innings hosts Shirley 
Firth, former actress and director, 
who will speak on “Shirley’s Rag 
Bag”. Venue: The Gerald Horwitz 
Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Cost: R20 mem-
bers, R40 non-members. Contact: 
Grecia Gabriel (011) 532-9718. 

Monday (April 29)

•  UJW adult education division 
hosts Aubrey Matshiqi, political 

analyst, who will talk on “2014 
Elections - Political Realignment 
and the State of Democracy 
in South Africa. Venue: 1 Oak 
Street, Houghton. Time: 09:30. 
Donation: R30. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

Tuesday (April 30)
 
•  UJW adult education division 

hosts Estelle Sher who will pre-
sent “Beethoven - An Overview”. 
Venue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton. 
Time: 09:30. Donation: R30. 
Contact:  (011) 648-1053.

Wednesday (May 1)

•  Hyde Park Shul at Summer Place 
hosts Rabbi Mendel Lipskar who 
will talk on “Man Search for G-d? 
G-d Search for Man? Or both? 
Why Do We Pray? Does G-d Really 
Need our Prayers? The Power and 
Effect of Prayer.” Time: 19:30.

Friday (May 3)

•  United Sisterhood has its 
monthly book sale at the Ben-
more Gardens Shopping Centre. 
Unwanted books and donations 
of magazines are gladly accepted. 
Contact: (011) 646-2409, fax 
(011) 646-4654.

•  Chabad House hosts a series of events 
throughout the year. Chai Seniors - Holistic & 
Kabbalistic Nourishment”. Daily programmes: 
Men’s Kolel Mon-Fri at Chabad House Library, 
09:00 -11:00, followed by lunch. Ladies Kolel 
Tuesdays & Thursdays. Special programmes: 
Mondays: Brain Worx with occupational thera-
pist, Cynthia Liptz for brain exercises, 09:00 
– 13:00. Both men and women welcome. 
Tuesdays: Guest lectures. For more info contact 
Rabbi Ari Kievman (011) 440-6600 or e-mail 
rak@chabad.org.za

•  Orchid WIZO Florist, for chuppahs in shuls or 
gardens; canopy, drapes and floral arrange-
ments our specialty. Daily deliveries of floral 
and fruit arrangements as well. Contact: (011) 
728-4513, after hours: (011) 728-2769.

•  Bnoth Zion Association WIZO is collecting 
anything of value for its store. Contact (021) 
464-6729 or Linda Saban 072-245-3225 or 
Cherna Kredo 084-589-8588.

•  Johannesburg Children’s Home is appealing for 
shoes and takkies for children and teenagers. 
Contact Edna or Hylton Segal (011) 970-4266.

•  Intimate Antiques Fair held on last Sunday of 
every month at Cedar Square corner Witkop-
pen/Cedar Avenue in Fourways, from 09:00 
- 16:00. Contact Robyn 083-311-4768.

•  The Selwyn Segal Gift Centre has a wonderful 
selection of well priced gifts for all occasions. 
Visit them Monday to Thursday from 08:30 to 
16:00 and  Friday till 14:00 Phone (011) 640-
6413 or (011) 640-5171 Website:  
www.selwynsegalgifts.co.za

•  Join WIZO every Thursday for a “Lunch & 
Learn” shiur with Rabbi Michael Katz, 13:00 - 

14:00 at Beyachad. Information: Joyce, (011) 
640-2416.

•  Stellenbosch Hebrew Congregation has a 
Friday evening service every week in shul, 
starting at 18:45. Contact (021) 886-5257.

•  The Yiddish Academy offers weekly basic, 
intermediate and advanced classes on Monday 
evenings at 19:30, Tuesday mornings at 10:30 
and Thursday evenings at 19:30 at the RCHCC, 
Glenhove Road, Houghton.  Conversational 
groups. Details: e-mail yiddishacademy@
gmail.com or call Hazel Cohen on (011) 728-
8088.

•  Supervised bridge with Jeff Sapire Tuesday 
morning 10:00 - 12:00 (intermediary) and 
Wednesday morning 10:00 - 12:00 (advanced), 
at the Clive M Beck Auditorium. Booking: 
Hazel or René‚ (011) 728-8088/8378.  E-mail: 
hazelc@greatpark.co.za or renes@greatpark.
co.za

•  Beis Midrash Chofetz Chaim is offering a 
second ma’ariv minyan every weekday even-
ing (Monday - Friday) at 21:00, cnr Elray and 
Michel Streets, Raedene. Open to broader 
community. Don’t fret if you need a later 
minyan. Secure parking provided.

•  Sunday Scrabble Club meets every Sunday at 
10:00 at Zahava’s, Grant Avenue, Norwood, 
off 9th Street. Cost R5. Players of all strengths 
welcome. Larry 082-888-5355.

•  WIZO’s Wize Buys in Raedene, requires 
nearly-new clothes, shoes, kitchenware (pots 
and pans, cutlery, crockery) bric-a-brac, etc. 
Phone Sandy (011) 645-2515 for goods to be 
collected, or deliver to WIZO office at Beyachad, 
Raedene.



ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner
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Perfecting the art of how not to lose

I do not profess to be an authority on 
rugby. During my time at school I actually 
developed a hatred for the game because 
it was continually jammed down our 
throats. 

However, as I got older and became 
more involved in the world of sport and 
began to understand the nuts and bolts 
of the game, I actually began to enjoy 
it very much. Whatever I might think I 
know, I will always bow in admiration to 
the likes of commentator Dan Retief who 
has a marvellous understanding of the 
sport. 

However, what I have learned during 
my tears as a sports journalist is how to 
analyse a game. As I said last week, I have 
always tried to maintain my objectiv-
ity and not become a “fan with a pen”. 
Last Saturday I only managed to see the 
second half of the Springboks versus Eng-
land Test but on Sunday morning I sat 
through the replay. Knowing the result, 
I could put the excitement of a close 
encounter behind and dispassionately 
interpret what I had watched. 

After a little thought I came to the 
following conclusion: In simple terms, all 
that won us the game was an inspiration-
al moment from Willem Alberts in which 

he took advantage of a lucky bounce of 
the ball to score the only try - and fur-
thermore superb defence by the Boks. 

I have said for the past few years that 
the Boks are unable to play 80 minutes of 
attacking rugby. In the final 20 minutes 
of the game they were probably lucky to 
have spent two of those minutes in the 
England half. The remaining 18 minutes 
was played somewhere on the Boks’ 22m 
line.

There is little doubt that England, 
when it comes to attacking, are equally 
inept and they certainly had enough 
chances. We kept conceding penalties in 
the dying moments but one has to say 
that England’s decision to go for posts 

in the final minute was one of the most 
inane I have ever seen. That was total 
capitulation, as if to say they were happy 
to lose by one point. 

On that subject, I was the one person 
absolutely delighted by that decision 
as I had backed England on a minus 2,5 
spread and that whacky decision sealed 
me my win.    

There is no doubt we have some 
wonderful players in our team, but one 
is never certain down which garden path 
coach Heyneke Meyer is leading them. 

But coming back to defence: All sports 
are made up of offence and defence. It is 
vital to have a balanced share of both. It 
is also an art to know at which point of a 

game one needs to defend a lead. Howev-
er, defence is seemingly quickly becoming 
what South African sport is all about.   

While the Boks held England at bay 
in the north, managing to cling to a one 
point win, the Proteas looked to be head-
ing for certain Test defeat Down Under 
as they ended the fourth day under the 
cosh at 77 for four wickets, chasing 430 
to win. 

The match looked all over, with a win 
for Australia certainty, but AB de Vil-
liers, Jacques Kallis and especially Faf du 
Plessis, had other ideas. De Villiers kept 
Du Plessis company for 68 overs and a 
nobbled Kallis for another 40 overs in 
the searing Adelaide heat, as Du Plessis 
tenaciously defied the Australian bowling 
attack for nearly eight hours. 

Many people would have found the 
pushing and prodding mind-numbing to 
watch, but it takes a special kind of pro-
ficiency and mental aptitude to stay out 
there for seven hours and 46 minutes, in 
mainly 34 degrees heat and high humid-
ity, with five different partners, one of 
whom could barely run, to defy a vora-
cious and tenacious Australian attack and 
save a crucial match for his country. 

This was a monumental effort, 
performed on debut and already written 
into the folklore of South African cricket 
history. 

So, while we might lack the attacking 
prowess of a Genghis Khan, South Afri-
can sport has elevated the art of defence 
to another level. I suppose there is an 
advantage in playing not to lose...

ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner

Cricketer Faf du Plessis is supported by his team as he pulls off a stunning save of the second 
Test match against Australia in Adelaide.

Sunday (December 2)

•  RCHCC is rescreening the award-win-
ning film, “The Debt”, directed by John 
Madden and starring Helen Mirren, 
Sam Worthington, Jessica Castain and 
Tom Wilkinson. Venue: Clive M Beck 
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Donation: 
R60. Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728-
8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-8378, 
e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.net or rene.s@
telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za

•  JJMC, with musical director Evelyn 
Green presents a musical tribute to the 
Doornfontein Hebrew Congregation 
(Lions Shul), “Memories of Yesteryear”, 
as a fundraiser for the shul. The reper-
toire will encompass traditional Jew-
ish songs. Secure parking. Time: 15:00. 
Tickets available from Darla at R200. 
083-794-6358 darlabrook@hotmail.com

Monday (December 3)

•  UJW is hosting Marcia Leveson, former 

professor of English at Wits, on “Please 
Sir, I Want Some More”, Charles Dick-
ens and children in this his bicentenary 
year. Time: 09:30. Contact: (011) 648-
1053, fax 086 273-3044. Donation: 
R20. Join UJW for an informal tea after 
the lecture. 

Thursday (December 6)

•  UJW CT adult education division hosts 
Isaac Habib who will talk on “Jewish Life 
in the Island of Rhodes – From Begin-
ning to End”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Entrance: R20 (incl 
refreshments). Enquiries: (021) 434-
9555.

Friday (December 7)

•  The United Sisterhood has its year-
end book sale at the Benmore Gardens 
Shopping Centre. Unwanted books and 
magazine donations are gladly accepted. 
Contact: Tel (011) 646-2409; fax (011) 
646-4654.

What’s On

World News in Brief
POPE CALLS FOR END TO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS, NEW ME PEACE EFFORTS 

ROME - At a gathering in Rome with Lebanon’s new cardinal, Pope Benedict XVI launched a new appeal 
for peace in Syria and the Middle East, the Associated Press reported.

“The church encourages all efforts for peace in the world and in the Middle East, a peace that will 
only be effective if it is based on authentic respect for other people,” Pope Benedict told the gathering, 
which included several Lebanese pilgrims.

He also spoke out concerning the plight of Christians from their traditional homelands throughout the 
Middle East, calling for them to be able to “live their faith freely”.

Christian communities have come under assault by Muslims amid the upheaval related to the 
“Arab Spring”. Tens of thousands of Syrian Christians have fl ed from the civil war there, while Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian community fears the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood and the ultra-extremist Salafi  
groups to power.

Recently, several Coptic Christian teenage women were been assaulted by other women on Cairo 
subways because their hair was uncovered. Many Coptic women are now afraid to ride the transit system 
in fear of being assaulted or sexually harassed, according to Morning Star News. (JNS.org)
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Gymnastics Gold Medallist Aly Raisman, will be 
a guest of honour at this year’s Maccabiah.

Sport

TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christy Hughes at MSCSPORTS
christy@mscsports.co.za or 011 646 7340

IN SUPPORT OFTHURSDAY 13 JUNE 2013
Sandton Sun Maroela Room

THE SASFIN 
SPORTS QUIZ

HOLA
AFRICA

I have been able to attend the Maccabiah 
in Israel on two occasions, the first, in 
2001, which was the on-off-on again 
Games. 

It was jeopardised because of the 
Intifada waged by Israel’s neighbours but 
“encouragement” from the US resuscitat-
ed the event after it had been called off, 
although in the end it was a shortened 
Games.

At the same time, South Africa played 
a Davis Cup tie against Israel in Ramat 
Hasharon and I also covered that event. 
One of Israel’s best-ever players, Amos 
Mansdorf, captained the Israeli team in 
that tie and in a talk to him he made an 
interesting observation. The Maccabiah, 
he said, “is not a sporting event. It’s a 
political event”.

I didn’t quite agree with him at that 
point until I attended the 2005 Maccabi-
ah. It was a fully constituted Games with 
all the bells and whistles and I covered 
the event from start to finish. Halfway 
through the tournament I got to fully 
agree with Mansdorf. 

And therein lies the dichotomy. From 

Israel’s point of view the Maccabiah 
exists to show Jewish solidarity to the 
world and hoping that as many partici-
pants as possible will seek aliyah after-
wards.

Most of the athletes, however, look at 
the Maccabiah as a serious sporting event 
and many of them include it on their CVs 
later in life. 

The truth is that there needs to be 
a middle path. Solidarity with Israel is 
important; youngsters are allowed to 
travel around the country and see some 
of Israel’s magnificent attractions. This is 
fundamental. Having a good time is vital, 
but being able to have your sports contri-
bution taken seriously, is not negotiable. 

The participants need to be reassured 
that they are being treated fairly and on 
an equal footing with players from other 
countries. That, sadly, has not happened 
in the past and while one remains hope-
ful it will change this year, I think that is 
unlikely.

The cost of attending the Maccabiah 
goes up steeply every four years and it 
is becoming more difficult for athletes 
to come up with the money. One has to 
compliment the many members of the 
Jewish community who go out of their 
way to assist those who cannot afford it.  

This year apparently around 9 000 
athletes from 72 different countries are 
expected to participate in the Games, far 
exceeding the record set four years ago. 
The 19th Maccabiah will get underway 
on July 18 with an opening ceremony at 
Teddy Stadium and will end on July 30.

Among the stars at this year’s Macca-
biah will be American swimmer Garrett 
Weber-Gale, who won two gold medals 
at the Beijing Olympics, with Olympic 
gymnastics gold medallist Aly Raisman a 
guest of honour. 

Maccabi Tel Aviv coach David Blatt and 
1992 Barcelona Olympics silver med-
allist Yael Arad, were on hand at Kfar 
Maccabiah sharing their past Maccabiah 
experiences as the preparations for this 
summer’s Maccabi Games gather pace.

Blatt and Arad were speaking at a me-
dia conference attended by Guiora Esru-
bilsky, president of Maccabi World Union, 
Yair Hamburger, chairman of MWU, and 
Amir Peled, chairman of the Maccabiah.

“The athletes in the Maccabiah not 
only try to lift themselves to new 
heights, but they also try to lift each 
other,” said Blatt, who won a gold medal 
with the US basketball team at the 1981 
Games.

“The Maccabiah isn’t just about com-

peting or recording a result; it’s about 
co-operation.” 

Arad echoed Blatt’s sentiment. “When I 
first competed in the Maccabiah in 1985 I 
didn’t do so well, but I can still remember 
how excited I was to take part,” he said.

“Eight years later I lit the flame at the 
opening ceremony and that is a moment I 
will never forget.”

I have been lucky enough to experience 
the feeling of walking into the stadium 
for the opening ceremony with the South 
African team. It is an enduring memory - 
from the atmosphere on the night to the 

trading of kit which the South American 
teams appear to have down to a fine art. 

But hopefully by now the Israeli au-
thorities have opted for a serious sport-
ing event over a holiday camp for Jews. 

Referee all matches fairly, investigate 
all incidents of unsportsmanlike conduct 
without a bias to one particular team, 
player or country and play the ball, not 
the man. 

It is vital that all participants have a 
good time and experience the joy of being 
in Israel, but let the main focus be on 
sport and sportsmanship.

The opening ceremony of the Maccabiah – always a wonderful, moving experience.

Time for the 
Maccabiah 
to take sport 
seriously 
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