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JDL vigilantes come out of 
shadows in France

Members of France’s Jewish 
Defence League, set upon Arabs 
and beat them. The attack last 
August was one of at least 115 
violent incidents in France in 
2001.

Community Voices: Mandela: 
Squabbling and denial of 
dignity, causes concern 

Ariela Carno (chairman SAUJS): 
“Throughout his life Mandela 
fought for mankind’s dignity; by 
broadcasting his every anatomical 
update and speculating about his 
family squabbles, we deny him 
dignity.” 

Prayer for Nelson 
Mandela

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein 
has composed a prayer for the 
wellbeing and comfort of former 
President Nelson Mandela, who 
at the time of going to press 
remains in a critical condition.

3

‘Coovadia’s forest’ 
seems to get bigger by 
the day

“Our agitators must learn 
that each time they make 
accusations, we will become 
stronger and do better,” says 
JNF-SA. 

Rediscovering his Jewish 
soul in the sound of klezmer

Says clarinettist and klezmerite 
David Krakauer who performs on 
July 21 in Cape Town: “When I 
started to play klezmer, suddenly 
I thought to myself: ‘Wow! This 
sounds like the voice of my 
grandmother.’”

4 36 12

Demonstrators from BDS SA, Cosatu and its affiliates, and other organisations, protested US President Barack Obama’s visit to South Africa, last Friday 
at the Union Buildings in Pretoria. In a statement, BDS SA’s national co-ordinator for the “No-Bama Coalition”, Mbuyiseni Ndlozi said: “…the visit of the 
USA president to South Africa… will be protested… by all justice and peace-loving peoples of this country… (t)he criminal Israeli occupation of Palestine 
and Israel’s apartheid policies has only been made possible by the USA’s financial, military, diplomatic and political support for the racist Israeli regime.” 
Protests were also held at the US Embassy in Pretoria and at the University of Johannesburg’s Soweto campus. 

Venting rage on Israel and Obama
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These days, a popular topic among politi-
cians and people in power, is their “lega-
cy”. How will history judge them? What 
will future generations think of them? 
And how will they leave their permanent 
imprint so that people will never forget 
them?  

Throughout history, a common method 
that has been employed to ensure that 
one’s name endures, is by having a town 
named after oneself or erecting statues of 
one’ s likeness in public places.  

However, this mindset is not original. In 
this this week’s parsha, Parshat Matot, the 
Torah tells us about a man called Novach. 
“And Novach went and captured Kenath 
and her suburbs and he called it Novach 
after his name” (Bamidbar 32:42). 

Rashi, the great Biblical commentator, 
cites Rabbi Moshe Hadarshan who says 
that this name did not last. This is implied 
in the verse through a grammatical point. 

Rabbi Zelig Pliskin, a contemporary 
Torah personality, quotes Rabbi Samson 
Raphael Hirsch, the great leader of 19th 
century German Jewry, who says that this 
verse in the Torah is teaching us a critical 
and crucial lesson. While naming a town 
or building a statue might seem a very 
viable tool to ensure one’s eternity, it does 
not guarantee it. 

Overnight, names of towns can change 
and without warning monuments can be 
removed or destroyed. Immediately, one’s 

history and achievements have disap-
peared and there is nothing left to remem-
ber this person with. Says Rabbi Hirsch: 
The only true eternal monuments that 
assure enduring legacies for all time are 
the good deeds that a person performs in 
this world. 

On a deeper level, the reason that such a 
situation exists is because this world is fi-
nite. Finite objects by definition will cease 
to exist or change over time. A legacy built 
on finite, corporeal entities is doomed to 
fail. 

However, a good deed is imbued with 
G-dliness and since G-d is infinite, so too 
will this action become infinite and will 
last forever.  

A legacy constructed on good deeds can 
never end. A person who wants to leave 
his or her mark and make a lasting impact 
will spend their entire life gathering as 
many good deeds as possible since they 
provide an inexhaustible source of inspira-
tion for all time.

So, go ahead and build your eternal 
legacy. Rest assured that your good deeds 
will inspire everyone forever. 

A legacy that will endure forever

Jewish Report

BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW!
Absa Jewish Achiever Awards 2013 

Don’t miss out on this 
Epic Event

and see who’s painted the 
brightest future!

Try not to become a man of 
success, but rather try to 

become a man of value.
Albert Einstein

15 August 2013

To book your table email: 
RSVP@SAJewishReport.co.za or 
call Elanit on 083 655 5392. 

www.SAJewishReport.co.za

Parshat Matot/Masei
Rabbi Shmuel Bloch
Port Elizabeth Hebrew 
Congregation

DAVID SAKS

On Wednesday last week, the Johan-
nesburg Jewish leadership bid farewell to 
outgoing Israeli Ambassador Dov Segev-
Steinberg  (pictured) and Deputy Head of 
Mission Yaakov Finkelstein. The function 
was held in Beyachad’s Abe Abrahamson 
Auditorium, which was hosting its first 
communal event after being extensively 
upgraded. 

A brief inauguration ceremony for the 
facility was held prior to the main event 
of the evening, during which SA Zionist 
Federation Chairman Avrom Krengel paid 
tribute to the life and achievements of the 
late Abe Abrahamson, a former chairman 
of the board of directors of the SA Jewish 
Report.

All speakers in some form or other, 
hinted at how difficult the ambassador’s 
five years as Israel’s envoy had been, given 
the fraught state of the South Africa-Israel 
relationship during that time. 

Early on in his term, the war with Gaza 
had erupted, resulting in his being sum-
moned for a now notorious dressing-
down by the then Deputy Minister of 
International relations Fatima Hajaig and 
soon afterwards having to defend Israel’s 
actions before a hostile parliamentary sub-
committee. 

The following year, in protest against 
the Mavi Marmara affair, South Africa had 
withdrawn its ambassador for a lengthy 
spell. Other difficult issues, like the West 
Bank labelling saga and alleged “travel ban” 
were alluded to. 

Despite this, a note of cautious optimism 
was also in evidence. Krengel noted a shift 

for the better over the past few months in 
the government’s attitude towards Israel, 
something shown by, among other things, 
the amicable resolution of the labelling 
controversy and the encouragingly bal-
anced and nuanced feedback received from 
members of the recent inter-parliamentary 
delegation’s trip to Israel and Palestine. 

It would seem, he suggested, that gov-
ernment had realised that unless it began 
treating Israel in the same way as it did 
other countries, it would only render itself 
irrelevant in terms of playing any con-
structive role in resolving the conflict.  

Segev-Steinberg likewise felt that recent 
shifts pointed to a more positive future for 
the Israel-South Africa relationship. He felt 
that it was significant that while his term 
had commenced with his confrontation 
with Hajaig, he had seen it end with King 
Goodwill Zwelithini joining the Embassy in 
celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut. 

Segev-Steinberg leaves 
SA on a note of ‘cautious 
optimism’

Shabbat Times
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Caring about Israel an important part of Jewish 
identity
JERUSALEM - US Jewish journalists working 
for Jewish media outlets are less likely to view 
themselves as government and business watchdogs, 
and are less willing to criticise their community, than 
mainstream American journalists (both Jewish and 
non-Jewish), a new survey has found.

In the survey “Reporting Jewish: Do Journalists 
Have the Tools to Succeed?” released last week 
Wednesday by the iEngage Project of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute, nearly 90 per cent of responding 
Jewish journalists said they believed caring about 

Israel was an important part of their Jewish identity, 
while only two-thirds of American Jews agreed with 
that statement.

Nearly one-quarter of survey respondents 
identified themselves as Orthodox Jews, compared 
to less than 10 per cent of the US Jewish population 
as a whole. Three-quarters of respondents said they 
agreed with the statement that their community 
leaders were hard-working and conscientious, and 
only 21 per cent said they should be adversaries of 
their community leadership. (Israel Hayom/Exclusive 
to JNS.org)

JERUSALEM - Israel’s Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev (BGU) is collaborating with the University of 
Chicago to fund nanotechnology research that aims 
to develop the materials and methods necessary to 
produce more clean water, and to make it cheaper, 
by 2020. The project was announced last Sunday in 
Jerusalem during a meeting between Israeli President 
Shimon Peres, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, and 
both university presidents.

 “Clean, plentiful water is a strategic issue in 
the Middle East and the world at large,” said BGU 
President Rivka Carmi. 

“Chicago’s worldwide leadership in water 
management continues to grow as we invest in our 

water infrastructure, creating jobs for our residents 
and economic activity in our neighbourhoods. I 
strongly support this partnership,” Emanuel said.  
(JNS.org)

World News in Brief

Parshat Matot/Masei
July 5 / 27 Tammuz
July 6 / 28 Tammuz
17:11	 18:02	 Johannesburg
17:32	 18:27	 Cape Town
16:51	 17:44	 Durban
17:12	 18:05	 Bloemfontein
17:03	 17:58	 Port Elizabeth
16:56	 17:50	 East London

Institutions in Chicago and Israel want more, 
cheaper clean water by 2020
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Ages:
Kiddie Camp:  3 & 4 Year old
Main Camp:  5 – 12 Year old

 Limited space don’t 
delay registration!

To register 
www.cgijoburg.co.za 
or call: 011 440 6600

STAFF REPORTER

The tit-for-tat squabble between the Jew-
ish National Fund of SA (JNF-SA) and the 
Israeli ministry of foreign affairs (MFA) 
on the one hand and retired diplomat and 
previous South African Ambassador to 
Israel Ismail Coovadia on the other, contin-
ues unabated, with JNF-SA now aiming to 
plant 18 000 trees on Coovadia’s behalf by 
the end of the month.

The spat started after Coovadia rejected 
and returned a gift certificate presented 
to him by the MFA indicating that 18 trees 
would be planted in his honour and in the 
name of the South African Ambassador 
by the JNF. This is the normal honorary 
procedure followed by Israel for departing 
diplomats. 

The number 18’s significance is that it represents the Hebrew letter for chai - or life.
In a widely-circulated statement on Monday, JNF-SA said: “This thorn in our side can be 

eased by planting more trees in Israel than ever before in response to (Coovadia’s) actions.
“Our agitators must quickly learn that each time they make accusations or reverse acts of 

goodwill, we will become stronger and do better,” says JNF-SA. 
It urges all proud Zionists to assist them in planting “5 000 trees in response to Coova-

dia’s actions”.
In a provocative act of protest, JNF-SA says: “We will send (Coovadia) a certificate and 

advertise in the press what he achieved by his disregard for our Holy Land and the Holy 
Land of the three Abrahamic faiths.”

The Jewish Report has made every effort to contact Coovadia to give him the chance to 
comment. He has now retired from the Department of International Relations and Co-oper-
ation and nobody at Dirco could supply us with his contact number. The SAJR spoke to the 
chief director of consular services; the chief director for the Middle East; the director of the 
Levant desk and the deputy director for the Israel, Middle East peace process and Palestine. 

The SAJR established that Coovadia does not have a landline phone but was able to ob-
tain an e-mail address for him and has invited him to contact the paper.

“Clearly, in (Coovadia’s) eyes, we, the Jewish people, have no right to the Land of Israel 
even though he did not serve as the Ambassador to Palestine but to Israel, recognised by 
South Africa and the United Nations as a sovereign state,” says the JNF’s retort.

In his hard-hitting letter rejecting the Israeli gesture, Coovadia explained the reasoning 
for his actions as follows: “I have supported the struggle against apartheid South Africa 
and now I cannot be a proponent of what I have witnessed in Israel, and that is, a replica-
tion of apartheid!”

Last week the SAJR reported that the MFA had called Coovadia “uncouth” and claimed 
that his current views were “diametrically opposed” to those he expressed during his three 
years of service in Israel.

JNF-SA says that now is the time “to stand up for Israel and put your trees where your 
mouth is”. To incentivise their bid to plant 5 000 trees this month, JNF-SA says that for 
every 18 trees donated in July, they will pay for the planting of an additional two.

Trees cost R65 each, or R1 170 for 18. Enquires can be directed to (011) 645-2537.

‘Coovadia’s forest’ seems 
to get bigger by the day

Read the South African  Jewish Report online
www.sajewishreport.co.za

This little figure appeared in a full-page JNF 
ad on the Coovadia spat, in last week’s Jewish 
Report.

Chief Rabbi composes prayer for Nelson Mandela
Dear G-d, Master of the Universe, 

We, the people of South Africa, and indeed so many around the world, come before You in heartfelt prayer 
to beseech You to bless our former president, our beloved Madiba, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, at this time 
when he is so gravely ill and fighting for his life. 

We ask You, O King, to protect Madiba from any pain and suffering, both physical and emotional, and to 
give him the strength, comfort and well-being he so desperately needs at this time. 

We come together now, united in our belief in the power of prayer, and in Your compassion. We humbly 
give thanks to You, O L-rd, for giving us the gift of Nelson Mandela. We are grateful for his heroic and selfless 
leadership of South Africa in guiding our country to freedom and democracy. 

We are grateful for his courage and dignity in adversity, and for his mighty power of forgiveness, which 
helped create this great nation. We are grateful for how he united us, and served as a dedicated and humble 
President.

In the merit of our unified prayers across this nation and the world, we also ask You, O L-rd G-d, to bless 
the people of this great country, of the miracle rainbow nation, and to inspire our hearts to walk in the path of 
Nelson Mandela, to live up to his majestic legacy. 
And let us say Amen.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
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Mandela: Squabbling and denial of dignity, causes concern
Has South African government reduced itself to a society of the spectacle in its parading around of lies, truths and political tricks regarding the current health of former 

President Nelson Mandela? The SA Jewish Report asked selected readers their opinion of the country’s handling of news regarding the condition of our greatest icon.

Community Voices

Ariela Carno, chairman 
of SAUJS, Johannesburg, 
(writing in her personal 
capacity):  “Mandela, who 
chose forgiveness over 
anger, is regarded as father 
of our rainbow nation. As a 
nation we love and care for 
our ‘father’; when our caring 
becomes harassment we’ve 
missed the point. 

“Throughout his life Mandela fought for 
mankind’s dignity; by broadcasting his every 
anatomical update and speculating about 
his family squabbles, we deny him dignity. 
Madiba is an incredible human being, but he is 
unavoidably mortal. If it is Madiba’s fate to stay 
with us longer, that would be a blessing; if it is 
not, we should allow him to leave the world as 
he lived - with dignity.”

Jack Bloom, MPL, DA 
leader in the Gauteng 
Provincial Legislature: 
“The outpouring of 
love and prayers from 
ordinary people has 
been spontaneous and 
heart-warming. It is truly 
precious and rare for a 
political figure to have 
touched so many in such 

a way. Concern about his health has united 
everyone. 

“The balance between family privacy and 
media coverage is a difficult one. People 
want truthful information, but it is easy 
for hurtful rumours to spread. This is not a 
time for any form of political opportunism. 
A global icon is fading, and we should 
all strive in our own individual ways to 
continue his legacy of reconciliation.”

Ann Harris, chairman, 
Chief Rabbi Harris 
Memorial Foundation, 
Hermanus. “I have just 
returned from three 
weeks overseas and have 
followed the news in 
the foreign media. The 
impression given is that 
this sad situation is being 
sensitively handled and 

there is confidence in the medical team. 
“There is a level of concern as there would 

be for any much loved elderly relative. We 
all pray for Madiba’s comfort and peace.”

Victor Gordon, director 
of Tararam, Israel’s culture 
fund, Pretoria: “We 
should’ve anticipated that 
the twilight of the Mandela 
era would bring forth the 
best and worst in our society. 

“The love our nation 
exudes for Madiba has 
been precipitated mainly by 
ordinary citizens; members 

of the Mandela family have shamefully been 
unable to resist the allure of possibilities for 
self-aggrandisement coming from sharing his 
name. If only it ended there; some of our leaders 
have displayed insensitivity in ensuring they’ve 
associated themselves with Madiba’s plight to 
garner maximum publicity with elections in 
mind. While this is no time for cynicism, it’s 
darn difficult to distance oneself from it.”

The closing date last Friday, of 
nominations for the Jewish Achievers 
banquet event, yielded an unprec-
edented high number of nominations 
- close to 250 - which peaked in the 
category of unlisted companies. All 
that now remains is for the nominees 
to accept their nominations. 

The prestigious event, a highlight 
on the Jewish social calendar,  is 
hosted this year on August 15 at the 
magnificent Maroela Room, Sandton 
Sun, and by all accounts, promises 
to be even more spectacular than the 
years before.

Jewish Achiever 
nominations 
have now 
closed SHIRA DRUION

Creating safe havens for our 
children had become an increasingly 
challenging task as the world became 
more chaotic and dangerous, well-
known clinical psychologist and 
columnist Judith Ancer said in her 
contribution to “The Enrich Your 
Life” series. Her talk, at Sydenham 
Shul,  centred on ”How to Keep our 
Children Safe”.

Says Ancer: “As human beings, it is 
of grave concern because to function 
optimally, we need to feel that sense 
of security. Many people think that 
the ‘safe space’ is something tangible, 
but a feeling of safety is an emotional 
space, a space where we feel safe and 
secure within ourselves. 

“Parents are charged with the task 
of creating that safe space for their 
children.”

Ancer described the difference 
between fear and anxiety. “Fear is 
the red flag that mobilises people. 
Anxiety is that internal, ruminative 
state that pervades one’s entire being. 
Fear is a gift and we need to respect 
it. 

“Studies have been done indicating 
that women who did not listen to 
their fear signals, allowed themselves 
to get into compromising and unsafe 
situations. The studies also suggested 
that this was a result of women being 
socialised into being polite and nice, 
even when it meant overriding their 
inner fear signals.” 

Ancer advised parents to encourage 
children to listen to their intuition 
which would help them to build 
their inner compasses which would 
navigate the road which may be very 
trying at times. She also explained 
that parents needed to distinguish 
between fears that were their own 
and fears that were their children’s. 

“In order for our children to feel 
safe, we need to feel safe first. It is 
very common to find children bearing 
the burdens of their parents’ stresses 
and worries, when in fact their 
little shoulders are in no way strong 
enough to carry that kind of load. 

“Unresolved issues in parents are 
often projected onto their children 
who create the kind of scenario that is 
stressful for children to live through.

“Often the fears we have as 

parents are echoed by our children 
and because we are sensitive to the 
issues, we feel awkward or scared to 
broach them with our kids. However, 
when we are afraid to talk things 
through because of our own fears 
around the issues, or we think our 
children are too young, or we think 
we will damage them by discussing 
them, what we really do is prevent 
them from dealing with their own 
challenges, ultimately preventing 
them from living in their sanctuaries 
of safety.”

Ancer advised parents to strive 
to raise children able to problem 
solve and engage with challenging 
situations without falling apart.

“Protecting your children from 
life is doing them a grave disservice. 
Parents need to allow their children 
to live; even when you are afraid they 
will stumble and fall.” 

“Gever Tulley, of the Tinkering 
School in California recommends 
five dangerous things that a child 
should do while growing up: Playing 
with fire, owning a pocket knife, 
driving something, skimming 
stones and taking something apart.” 

Through allowing children the 
chance to explore the glories that 
life has to offer, parents liberate 
children from their shadows, and 
allow them the chance to live in safe 
havens.

Parents must liberate children from 
their shadows
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MICHAEL BELLING 

Brace yourselves, the National Health Insurance (NHI) 
scheme was going to happen. This was the message de-
livered by Neil Kirby, a director and head of the health-
care and life sciences practice area at Werksmans Attor-
neys, to a Second Innings meeting at Golden Acres. 

Since 1994 the government had been talking about 
how to move healthcare effectively to more people. 
Previously the healthcare infrastructure had been phe-
nomenal, but only for whites. It was necessary to move 
greater resources for everyone, but the infrastructure 
had failed.

The Bill of Rights laid down that all had a right to access 
healthcare and to free emergency care. This was already an 
introduction to the principles of NHI.

The Constitutional Court has ruled that the 
government must realise these rights progres-
sively. This meant the government could not 
be forced to give everyone healthcare. It did 
not have enough resources to do so. But if it 
had the money, this would have to happen. 

“At this point, this does not mean very 
much,” Kirby said.

Healthcare needs differed from person to 
person and from place to place.

“But they had to start somewhere with 
National Health Insurance. It was a promise 
the government made to the people in South 
Africa that they will be able to access health-
care.”

This referred to the most common illnesses, 
from HIV, to malaria and cancer. 

Healthcare was an emotive issue and was go-
ing to be strongly debated. A green paper had 
been issued, outlining the broad principles, 
This would be followed later by a white paper, 
setting out what the law will look like. The next 
stage was submitting a Bill to Parliament.

The country would be divided into health 
districts and the government would determine 
the needs in each district, as well as public fa-
cilities for each of the four levels of healthcare.

A start had already been made in some municipalities 
and with health services distributed in schools. This was 
the architecture. The second aspect was funding. The likely 
funding method was for all employed people to pay a por-
tion of their salary, while the government subsidised the 
unemployed. 

South Africa was looking to other countries that were 
in a similar situation, which had a system of healthcare 
that seemed to agree with their populations, such as 
Mexico, Vietnam, Ghana and Thailand, as well as Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Brazil. Diseases there were often similar to 
those here and they had found the money to sort some of 
them out.

It was necessary to approach NHI cautiously and imple-
ment it carefully - “and if it goes wrong, we’ll sue”.

If NHI goes wrong, “we’ll sue”
The Torah Academy would like to appoint a Head of Sport to grow  

and manage effectively the sports programmes for the entire campus. 
This position is full-time.

The prospective candidate must have:
v Good communication skills
v Efficiency in co-ordinating sports programmes
v Strong administrative skills
v Experience in working with children in sports
v Ability to work independently and with a team
v Computer literacy advantageous
v Innovative and proactive thinker

The successful candidate will be responsible for developing a more 
structured sports curriculum for boys and girls aged 4 - 18 years. 

If you meet the required critieria, please forward your  
CV to admin@torahacademy.co.za

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for an interview.

The Torah Academy – Head of Sport

JERUSALEM - McDonald’s Israel has said it will 
not open a branch in the city of Ariel, citing its 
location beyond the Green Line as the reason, 
Calcalist reported last week Wednesday.

According to Tzahi Nahmias, owner of the 
Mega Or construction firm, which is marketing 
space in the Ariel mall that offered to host 
McDonald’s, other chains have also expressed 
concern over opening branches in Ariel because 
of its location, but refrained from naming them 
because they have yet to finalise their decisions.

“The mediators told us that branches 
operating abroad and other companies holding 
rights in Israel for international brand names are 
worried about the potential negative response 
toward their businesses [by consumers] abroad 
if they open shop in the mall,” Nahmias told 
Calcalist.

Rami Levy, owner of the Rami Levy 
supermarket chain, which operates beyond the 
Green Line, told Calcalist that Arabs would be 
among those hurt by the apparent boycott of the 
area.

“I don’t agree with bringing politics into 
business,” Levy said.

Israeli Housing Minister Uri Ariel (Habayit 
Hayehudi) called on the Israeli public to boycott 
McDonald’s.

“I urge the public to boycott anyone who 
boycotts it,” Ariel said. “Only then will they get 
the message and the boycotts will stop.”

McDonald’s Israel released a statement saying 
that its decision not to operate beyond the Green 
Line was “always the policy of the franchise”. 
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org)

World News in Brief

McDonald’s, ‘bringing 
politics into business’, 
boycotts Ariel



Opinion and Analysis 5 – 12 July 20136     SA JEWISH REPORT

Jewish Reportsouth african

Stop the  
Madiba circus 

It is perfectly understandable that former 
President Nelson Mandela’s failing health has 
attracted such worldwide attention, ranging from 
statesmen to little children. The world wants and 
needs a hero to love and look up to, to use as a 
touchstone and to cry over. His life, persona and 
achievements most certainly provide that. 

But the danger is that the intense focus around 
him as he grows weaker and more critically ill, 
becomes an undignified frenzy, with all and sundry 
jumping on the bandwagon, wanting to claim a bit 
of him for a multiplicity of purposes. 

The media spotlight on him has been extreme 
for several weeks since he went into hospital. 
Newspapers across the spectrum - left to right, 
religious and secular, folksy and intellectual, 
community and international - snapping up bits 
of information on his condition, on the pain of his 
family and country, and putting it on their front 
pages. 

The desire of all media to be up with the pack, 
or even to gain more glory by being ahead of it, 
means that every newspaper, radio and television 
station, and Internet news site, already has 
its “Mandela tribute” ready and waiting in the 
bottom drawer of the editor’s office or a folder 
on his computer desktop. It will be whipped out 
and published the moment news of his passing is 
announced.

There is no shortage of intrigue and gossip 
for the media. There is so much noise from the 
bickering and manoeuvring going on in his family 
circle, as they toss around their demands about 
the allocation of his money and other possessions, 
burial sites of him and his family in Qunu and 
elsewhere, interviews and articles with his 
children, grandchildren, lawyers and trustees, and 
on and on. 

It is as if the dirty washing of his extended 
family is being purposely dragged out for everyone 
to see and have an opinion about. And then 
there is the cheap politicking, extending as far as 
claims that the ANC forbade the DA to attend its 
nationwide prayer meetings for Madiba’s recovery.

Then there are the rumours circulating 
everywhere about how critical he actually is at any 
moment, whether he was being kept alive on life 
support until US President Barack Obama left the 
country, and the mystery of the role the ANC is 
playing in controlling how news about him is given 
out. 

It has become unseemly. What a pity for a man 
like him, who epitomised dignity, discipline and 
pure class. Even with his ever-present sense of 
humour, the moments when his broad smile lit 
up the sky, there was dignity. If he is aware of this 
circus going on, he must be appalled and saddened.

As has often been said of him, he has become 
almost larger than life, bigger than the man 
lying in that hospital bed. The danger is that he 
becomes everything to everyone, that the core 
of his humanity and message to the world will be 
covered in so much razzmatazz that it will be lost. 
After all he has done for the world, can he not be 
allowed quiet and decorum as he comes to the end 
of his life? 

Can the circus be prevented or toned down? 
Probably not. At least for now. Maybe that is the 
price a man pays for being the hero the world 
needs so badly. 

Eventually the frenzy will indeed die down and 
the world will move on. Madiba will become a 
sweet memory and a reference point against which 
people measure things. Not all will be for the good, 
of course - cynical use of his memory for nefarious 
ends cannot be prevented.

For now, we must not let the spectacle 
surrounding his passing so engulf us that we 
forget what he actually stood for.

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ 
PARIS

With scooter helmets in hand, a man 
called Yohan and six buddies stroll 
around Paris’ 20th arrondissement. 
The seven look much like a typical 
group of French students - until they 
locate a group of Arab men they sus-
pect of perpetrating an anti-Semitic 
attack the previous day.

Using their helmets as bludgeons, 
members of France’s Jewish Defence 
League, or LDJ, set upon the Arabs 
and beat them. Several of the Arabs 
attempt to escape in a blue sedan, but 
the LDJ members pursue the vehicle, 
causing it to crash into a stone wall.

The attack last August, filmed by a 
television crew shooting a documen-
tary on LDJ, was one of at least 115 
violent incidents that critics attribute 
to the group since its registration in 
France in 2001 - a year after the erup-
tion of the second intifada in Israel 
and the sevenfold increase in anti-
Semitic incidents in the 12 years that 
followed.

“Now they know the price of Jewish 
blood,” said Yohan, the nom de guerre 
of Joseph Ayache, one of LDJ’s young 
bosses.

An offshoot of the American Jewish 
Defence League, which was founded 
in New York by the ultranationalist 
Rabbi Meir Kahane in 1968 and which 
the FBI considers a domestic terrorist 
group, LDJ stages violent reprisals to 
anti-Semitic attacks.

The group, which numbers about 
300, is now on a collision course with 
France’s Jewish establishment, which 
has condemned its activities and 
threatened a lawsuit.

French authorities have ignored 
calls to ban LDJ, though in Israel the 
Kach movement, also founded by 
Kahane, has been outlawed.

The French government’s apparent 
acquiescence may have inspired LDJ 
to ratchet up its deterrent potential 
by showcasing its activities following 
the murder of four Jews in Toulouse 
last year by a Muslim extremist.

LDJ traditionally had shied away 
from media attention. But in the 
weeks after the killings, which was 
followed by a 58 per cent increase in 
attacks on Jews in France over the 
year before, LDJ for the first time 
allowed a television crew to tag along 
on a number of guerrilla operations.

In addition to the helmet assault, 
Ayache was filmed calling for revenge 
killings in posters he and his group 
posted around central Paris. When a 
police car neared, Ayache told officers 
that he and his friends were working 
on an art project. The police officers 
wished him a pleasant evening and 
drove away.

Ayache also was filmed attempting 
to storm a performance of the anti-
Semitic comedian Dieudonne.

“Since when is it illegal to run?” a 
brazen Ayache told the police after 
they detained him.

Another sequence shows Ayache fir-
ing a pistol at a shooting range.

“We’ve noticed the Muslim com-
munity believes LDJ is some vast 
machine that operates with impunity 
and help from Mossad,” said an LDJ 
spokesman who goes by the alias 

Amnon Cohen. “It’s not true, but it’s 
not a bad thing if they are scared. It’ll 
make them think twice.”

LDJ’s growing assertiveness has 
further strained the group’s already 
tense relationship with the CRIF, the 
umbrella body of French Jewish com-
munities.

In April, CRIF’s former president, 
Richard Prasquier, said he would sue 
LDJ for defamation for posting a pho-
tograph on its website depicting him 
with Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas. The caption accuses 
Prasquier of “pardoning [a] killer”.

LDJ, meanwhile, has accused CRIF 
of being undemocratic, obsolete and 
ineffective.

“We operate outside and indepen-
dently, and that creates opposition 
within the establishment, which is 
run by men and women who mean 
well but don’t know the painful reality 
of the Jewish rank and file in Paris’ 
suburbs and poor neighbourhoods,” 
Cohen said.

“There are hundreds of French and 
Belgian Muslims fighting in the Syri-
an civil war. When they return, do you 
think they will be scared of a couple of 
guards trained by the community?”

CRIF declined to comment.
Earlier this month, LDJ announced 

that its “soldiers” had put a young 
Arab in hospital in a coma, “a rapid 
and effective response” to the man’s 
attack on Jews at Saint-Mande, just 
east of Paris.

The announcement drew calls to 
ban LDJ. As criticism mounted, LDJ 
retracted the statement and denied 
any involvement in the violence.

Cohen told JTA the person who 
published the “false statement” had 
been removed from the group and 
that the violence actually resulted 
from a drug deal gone sour. A spokes-
man for the Saint-Mande municipality 
confirmed that account.

Still, the events at Saint-Mande 
resulted in a public row between LDJ 
and CRIF, which on June 4 blamed 
LDJ for the violence at Saint Mande 
and for subsequent calls “to take 
revenge against the Jews”

Cohen said CRIF is looking for a 
“scapegoat” to distract from its failure 
to prevent attacks on Jews through 
outreach and education. He also 
denied the group engages in violence, 
despite ample evidence to the con-
trary.

Besides the television footage, a 
French court last week sentenced 
LDJ activist David Ben Aroch to six 
months in prison for an attack he 
staged with another LDJ member at a 
Paris bookstore owned by a pro-Pales-
tinian activist.

Aroch’s accomplice, Jason Tibi, was 
sentenced to four months for the at-
tack at Librairie Resistance that sent 
the two victims to the hospital for 
days.

It may have been a real-life demon-
stration of what one masked LDJ boss 
recently called “treatment a la Israel” 
during a speech at a secret training 
camp in France.

The filmed address was the intro-
duction to a LDJ propaganda clip ti-
tled “Five cops for every Jew, 10 Arabs 
for each rabbi”. (JTA)

France’s anti-Semitism lures 
JDL vigilantes out of shadows

French Jewish Defence League activists demonstrating in Paris in 2011. 
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The aftermath of an attack by French 
Jewish Defense League activists in 
2009 on a pro-Palestinian bookstore in 
Paris.

The group, which 
numbers about 300, is 
now on a collision course 
with France’s Jewish 
establishment, which has 
condemned its activities and 
threatened a lawsuit.
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Many more unheralded courageous 
Jews in apartheid years

Certainly most South African Jews acknowl-
edge the enormous sacrifices made by the 
recognised Jewish Struggle activists and are 
proud of their efforts in freeing our country 
from the old regime. But you ask in your 
June 28 article, “Mandela: Once in a centu-
ry” why so few others of our community had 
the courage to stand up against apartheid. 

I believe there were many more Jews, 
mostly unheralded, who contributed in 
different ways toward bettering the lives of 
their local black communities, even in those 
dark days. Travel back in time to places in 
our land where Jews then lived and one 
would no doubt find a number of Jews in 
the forefront of such activities, regardless 
of the disdain or even opposition of the 
powers-that-were.

For instance, my late father Louis Wein-
berg, was a driving force from the early 
1950s to the late 1980s in promoting the 
work of the SA National Tuberculosis As-
sociation on the East Rand and helped 
establish the Modder B Santa Settlement 
which was then the largest TB treatment 
centre in the country, accommodating some 
600 patients. 

He encouraged the less sick patients to 
participate in creative workshops and saw 
to the formalisation of a small school and 
then a pre-school for the children who spent 
many months as in-patients. 

He then had the vision to partner with the 
Easter Stamp Fund in building a training 
centre for outreach community workers to 
treat TB sufferers in their own communities.

I too was very involved with the black 
population of Witbank from the mid-1960s 
onwards, first in encouraging and support-
ing the staff of the crèche in the township 
of Lynnville, then in collaboration with the 
Khonzimfundo Primary School to send 90 
standard 5s to experience their first seaside 
holiday in Durban.

As was government policy during those 
years, integration of facilities and services 
was not permitted. As the head of the local 
organisation for the aged, I promoted the 
formation of the Emalahleni Society for the 
Black Aged which developed seven luncheon 
clubs for the elderly in different sectors of 
the townships. These eventually amalgamat-
ed into the Mthimkulu Centre and Housing 
for the Aged.

In my earlier days I had good fundraising 
skills which allowed for the building of the 
well-utilised Impendulo Health and Welfare 
Centre to serve the local community of Kwa 
Guqa. 

There are many Jews who, with a real 
passion, have served the underprivileged by 
choice voluntarily or in their professional 
fields. 

An in-depth research could reveal just 
how many gave of themselves in this way. 
Think of Ina Perlman and Operation Hunger 
and of the late Rebecca Ostrowiak and her 
daughter Edna Freinkel to upgrade literacy 
among the disadvantaged. 

As a Jew one didn’t have to be irrelegious, 
anti-Zionist or a committed Communist to 
having made a meaningful contribution to 
the disadvantaged black population of our 
country during the apartheid years.

 
Phyllis Phillips
Glenhazel,  
Johannesburg
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What a splendid Sinai Indaba 2013 
it was!

Each year at Sinai Indaba one wonders how 
it could possibly be as good the next time, 
and each year the Chief Rabbi surprises us!

Mazeltov and a huge “Yishkoach” to the 
Chief Rabbi and his team on Sinai Indaba 
III. It was bigger and dare one say better 
than last year. 

The speakers were stimulating and en-
tertaining and the organisation was world 
class.

I wish the Chief Rabbi every success on 
the future projects he undertakes.

Leslie Harris
Johannesburg

John Cleese heeds community’s 
Holocaust joke objection

As a follow-up to your article in last week’s 
Jewish Report, regarding an offensive Holo-
caust joke that was made at the John Cleese 
show on June 23, I would like to provide an 
update.  

The following day, The SAJBD contacted Mr 
Cleese’s publicist to share the hurt that this 
remark has caused to members of the com-
munity and to ask that it not be included in 
future shows. 

Shortly thereafter John Cleese tweeted the 
following comment: “I’m sorry if I caused any 
offence during my remarks about offensive 
humour last night”.  

We conferred with members of the public 
who attended the show in Durban last 
Thursday night and were informed that the 
specific quip was not included in the show. 
We appreciate Mr Cleese’s understandings of 
the hurt that this caused to members of our 
community and for the manner in which he 
responded.

Wendy Kahn
National Director, SAJBD 

Read the South African 
Jewish Report online at  

www.sajewishreport.co.za

Date given for Tisha B’Av is wrong

On page 2 of last week’s Jewish Report, it was stated that the fast of Tisha B’Av will be this year on July 9. This is incorrect: the Fast is on 
July 16, corresponding to 9 Av. As it is a 24-hour fast, it begins at sundown on July 15. 

Fasting times for the country will appear in next week’s issue. 
We regret the error.
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Wanted: Alexis Preller, Cecil Skotnes, Nita Spilhaus, Eduardo Villa,
Errol Boyley, Parravano, Otto Klar, Vladimir Tretchikoff, Irma Stern,
Maggie Laubser, JH Pierneef, Gerard Sekoto, WH Coetzer, Cecil
Skotnes, Preller, Gregoire, Rose Innes, de Jongh, Battiss, Norman
Catherine, Adriaan Boshoff, Claerhout, Royal Doulton, Royal Albert,
Silver, Murano glass, Lalique, Furniture, Clocks, Figurines, Bronzes,
Susie Cooper, Display cabinets, Moorcroft, Clarice Cliff, Canteens
cutlery, Wedgewood, Pianos, Jewellery, Watches, Carpets, Cut glass,
Lenci, Goldscheider, Royal Winton.
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Joan Miro,

Etching and aquatint in

colour with carborundum

SOLD R50 000

Herend twelve place dinner

service and four entrée dishes

and tureen with underplate

SOLD R34 000

Walter Battiss, Oil on canvas

SOLD R340 000

Peter Clarke,
Gouache on paper

SOLD R80 000

Choppard 1970s 18ct

white gold wristwatch

with sixty brilliant cut

diamonds (4,66ct)

SOLD R42 000

Keith Alexander,
Oil on board

SOLD R80 000

19th century Venetian

handpainted ladies desk

SOLD R8 500

Lionel Smit,

Oil on canvas

SOLD R60 000

America is in no moral position to preach to others 
how they should act

I would like to respond to two letters, which appeared in the June 21 issue 
of your paper. One is “Horwitz does not give the complete Holocaust story” 
by Don Krausz, and the other is “Muslim lawyers’ silly complaints against 
Obama a stain on our country”, by Nathan Cheiman.

As for the inhabitants of Nazi occupied land during the Second World 
War: I would like to remind everyone - so that people won’t forget and don’t 
come to bizarre conclusions - that Nazi occupants were ruthless and brutal, 
abducted, arrested and murdered masses of men, women and children and 
raped huge numbers of women. 

Therefore, whether the population of those occupied countries knew 
about what was happening to Jews or not, they could not do much about 
it. There was a hospital in Warsaw, though, where people with infectious 
diseases were treated, which was the main base for one of the first units of 
the Polish Home Army, the Armea Krajowa, since the occupants were afraid 
to enter the hospital.

This unit supplied the Beitar-orientated Jewish resistance with weapons 
from the end of 1939 on, which was the reason for the uprising in the War-
saw Ghetto to be more successful than uprisings in other ghettos.

As for Muslim lawyers against Obama, I must say, first of all, that I salute 
them for their rightful demand. Sending drones and other aircraft to kill peo-
ple indiscriminately, is pure evil, even if it is supposed to “prevent terror”. 

Preventing terror is exactly what Syria’s government forces are doing - 
fighting against cannibals - and as cruel as it may be sometimes, at least 
they do it on their own soil and don’t do the very same thing thousands of 
kilometres away. 

There are also many indigenous American nations, who were occupied 
and butchered in what is today the US. I have never heard of any self-deter-
mination ever granted to them. So, the question becomes: What gives the 
US any right to preach to others about things like that?

However, I think it is only logical for South Africa to charge South African 
citizens with human rights abuses first, before charging foreigners. I am 
talking about the “alleged” abuse of the human rights of detainees, whether 
they “allegedly” happened in South Africa or in the Hague (and by now I 
guess everyone realises who I’m talking about) or elsewhere. 

I also think prisoners, such as Phil Kloppers, who “allegedly” were victims 
of something of this kind, should be immediately released.

Avner Eliyahu Romm
Sea Point, Cape Town

When travelling, check on laws of the country of destination

A recent series of e-mails has done 
the rounds, exhorting Jews to 
boycott Delta Airlines. Why? The 
original sender of the e-mails tried 
to embark on a Delta flight and 
was questioned: “ Are you Jewish?” 
“Have you been to Israel?” “Are you 
carrying a Bible?” and if the answer 
to any of the questions was “yes” 
they were not allowed on the flight.

Shock and horror! Boycott Delta! 
Write to your Congressman!

But those of us who read a little  

 
further into the letter, realised that 
the writer wanted to fly to Saudi 
Arabia! If Delta had not chased him 
away, can anyone imagine what 
would have happened to him on his 
arrival at a Saudi airport?

Just like the person who was 
nominally Jewish and flew on a 
non-El Al flight to Lod and was furi-
ous that everything in Israel was 
closed and he was unable to get any 
kind of service or food. Is Yom Kip-
pur more important than tourism,  

 
he asked.

I think it is incumbent on anyone 
travelling, to check on the laws of 
their country of destination and be 
aware, really aware, of how those 
laws will affect them. I think it is 
necessary for anyone receiving 
the Delta e-mail to return it to the 
original sender with a notation: 
“Don’t be an idiot.”

Colin Plen
Durban

Addressing top of triangle while bottom crumbles underneath

Sinai Indabas, Israel tours, Poland tours, Lithuania tours, 
international speakers, extravagant Shabbos brochas, 
kiruv programmes, the many minyanim in our small 
South African community... What comes to mind? 

My initial thoughts were that these initiatives infuse 
our community with a sense that Torah and Eretz Yirsrael 
are alive and flourishing, giving us the enthusiasm and 
chizuk to take Judaism in South Africa forward. 

What a powerful idea! However, after some considera-
tion I suddenly thought: “Wow! That’s a lot of communal 
money being used for secondary communal needs!” 

In my opinion there are two critical but separate issues 
that need to be examined here. The first is: Do the inter-
ests I have mentioned conflict with the welfare needs fac-
ing our community?  And secondly, are these and similar 
needs in fact secondary? 

The first is a matter of fact, the second a matter of opin-
ion. Let’s examine the facts. The money raised for these 
“secondary” needs as well as our welfare needs, all comes 
from the same pot. This past week, I was asked to donate 
money to three worthy causes. And while the numbers 
may be very different, the formula is the same. Just as I 
have X amount of money to donate, when I give, say 10 
per cent of X to one cause, I only have X-10 per cent  

 
to give to another. X will remain finite. As it stands, the 
Chevrah Kaddisha can only meet 30 per cent of its yearly 
budget on its own. It must fundraise the remainder. The 
more that goes elsewhere, the less the Chev receives. 

To address the second issue: Are these needs indeed 
secondary? Our challenge in SA is that our ineffective gov-
ernment can not provide basic welfare services. Therefore 
the Chevrah Kadisha needs to rise up to the challenge of 
meeting these needs for the Jewish communty. 

Abraham Maslow postulated that humans have a hierar-
chy of needs; only once one’s basic needs are met, can one 
begin to grow and self-actualise. 

Why does our community address the top of the trian-
gle to the degree that it does, while the bottom crumbles 
underneath it? We would rather facilitate ancillary needs, 
while for example, not every child is being afforded the 
basic right to Jewish education. I’m not proposing that we 
forgo these secondary needs altogether. However, let us 
first give every South African Jew the right to food, cloth-
ing, shelter, Jewish education and adequate medical care 
in order to facilitate and sustain real growth in the future. 

Keren Chazan,  
Glenhazel, Johannesburg



The cost of raising children has esca-
lated significantly. This is in no small 
part due to the necessary privatisation 
of almost all services, medical and edu-
cation being foremost examples. 

Furthermore, the costs of privatised 
services are growing faster than over-
all inflation (CPI). Employers like to use 
CPI as a benchmark for salary increases 
which means that the income the aver-
age employee earns is growing slower 
than the costs they will need to pay in 
the future. 

There are two keys to financially se-
curing your child’s future. Number one 
is to start investing early. Starting early 
gives you the advantage of compound 
returns which is one of the fundamen-
tals of investing. It also gives you time to 
ride out short-term investment cycles. 

Number two is to invest in something 
that beats inflation, and not just general 
inflation, but the inflation of the costs 
you are saving for. Leaving your money 
in the bank is very unlikely to do this.

For an investment that can offer 

significant growth, we prefer equities 
which is why the majority of the hold-
ings in our portfolios are equities. 

Since January 2008 (which includes 
the global financial crisis) CPI has av-
eraged around 6,5 per cent per annum 
while overall education inflation sits 
closer to 9 per cent. You would have 
done well to get an average of 7 per 
cent per annum before tax in a bank. 

Over the same time period the JSE All 
Share Index has returned an average of 
around 10 per cent per annum and the 

36ONE MET Flexible Opportunity Fund 
and the 36ONE Hedge Fund returned an 
average of around 14 per cent and 17 
per cent per annum respectively. 

It should be noted that past perfor-
mance is not to be used as an indication 
of future performance and that caution 
is always warranted when investing in 
the stock market. However, in our opin-
ion an investment in equities or with 
a top performing asset management 
company, has a good chance of produc-
ing significant long-term returns.

360NE: Two keys to securing your child’s future
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FINANCIAL PLANNING

Financially securing 
your child’s future

Proper planning 
makes for a secure family

ARI KRUGER
EXECUTIVE  

FINANCIAL  
ADVISOR,  

LIBERTY LIFE

Today more than ever, we need 
to take a closer look at our financial 

planning and ensure that we not only 
look after ourselves and our family 
from the unexpected risks that we face, 
but also make sure we plan for what 
lies ahead of us. 

When looking at your financial plan 
you need to look at two main areas:

1. Wealth protection 
2. Wealth creation
The first deals with the risk areas that 

we and our family are exposed to and 
the second with savings and invest-
ments.

Wealth protection.
It’s essential to look at some risk areas:
• Dying too soon: Planning for your pre-
mature death is a fundamental area of 

financial planning. Make sure you have 
left your family enough money to cover 
outstanding debts, while allowing them 
enough income-producing capital to 
live on, taking into account the natural 
increase in expenditure by a family unit 
in the natural lifecycle of the family, as 
well as inflationary increases in the cost 
of living. 

A valid updated “Last Will and Testa-
ment” must be in place together with 
a Book of Life listing all policies, assets 
and contact people. Make sure all ben-
eficiaries on all policies are correct and 
relevant.

• �Becoming physically disabled or 
impaired: A person’s most important 
asset is themselves and most times this 
asset is always neglected and underin-
sured. Make sure you have a compre-
hensive income protection policy that, 
should you become temporarily or 
permanently unable to perform your 
occupation, there is adequate capital 
to allow you to not only continue with 
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EDEN SCHOOLS

Centre Of Remedial Education
EDEN C.O.R.E is the latest edition to the Eden Schools 
group. It has been established for those children who 
struggle to achieve their potential in a mainstream 
classroom. Our priority is to restore confi dence and 
develop a positive attitude towards learning through 
remediation, a happy environment and individual 
attention. We aim to develop and empower young 
children with active minds so they become successful 
members of our community. 
Our C.O.R.E unit o� ers:

C.O.R.E

Contact C.O.R.E 
011 445 3900

core@edenschools.co.za
48 Johannesburg Rd, 
Lyndhurst, Gauteng

www.edencore.co.za

- Grade 0-8
- Strong Jewish ethos
- Small classes
- Remedially trained teachers
- State of the art remedial education centre
- Speech therapy
- Occupational therapy
- Play therapy
- After-care and homework centre
- Jewish studies & Hebrew
- Music programme 
- Sports programme
- Wide range of extra murals

Grade 8 
opening 2014  
Admissions 
open now
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your current standard of living, but that it 
also takes into account additional medical 
and lifestyle costs.

• �Critical illness and dread disease: One 
of  the most important risk areas and 
one becoming more prevalent today 
than ever before. While income protec-
tion gives you peace of  mind should you 
become disabled or impaired, we often 
don’t think of  the lifestyle implications 
should we suffer a dread disease. 

This risk area protects you on the diag-
noses of  diseases such as cancer, strokes, 
heart attacks and so on and not only allows 
for liquid capital to fund shortfalls in your 
medical costs, but allows you liquidity for 
a lifestyle adjustment during the period 
ofillness and any changes in your lifestyle 
because of  that.

The two main areas in wealth crea-
tion are savings and investments. Savings: 
shorter term capital protection-focused.
Investments: medium to long-term capital 
growth. Discuss with a qualified financial 
adviser your investment objectives and time 
horizon, to do an appropriate risk analy-
sis to bring your portfolio selection in line 
with your investment objectives.

Three main saving and investment time 
horizons:

• �Short-term savings (money that will be 
needed in a period of  less than one year 
horizon)

• �Medium term investments (money that 
will be needed within a 5 - 10 year 
horizon)

• �Long-term investments (money that will 
be needed 10 years and beyond)

Short-term savings:
Make sure you have a nest egg to allow 
for the funding of  unforeseen expenses 
and events like retrenchment. This money 
must be easily accessible with little capital 
risk. The objective is to protect your capital 
while allowing accessibility of  these funds

Medium term savings:
More goal orientated savings, looking at 
areas like education, overseas family vaca-
tions, deposits on motor-vehicle, etc. Cost 
of  private education today will take a large 
amount away from disposable income and 
very few people will be able to meet these 
costs without an additional investment 
plan. 

When looking at how much to invest, 
first identify at what age you want not to be 
reliant on your disposable income for fund-
ing education. Then, at what the costs today 
are for the proposed school of  choice. Take 

education inflation into account (it’s very 
different from the inflation the Reserve 
Bank talks about.)

You need an investment to give you “real” 
inflation-beating returns, or your real pur-
chasing power of  money will be eroded.

Long-term investments:
With increased medical advancements, 
people are living longer; one in 10 eco-
nomically active South Africans are able to 
retire with 70 per cent of  their last income 
cheque and even fewer with 100 per cent 
of  that cheque. Start investing as much as 
possible as early as possible for as long as 
possible. 

The biggest problem with retirement sav-
ings is that people only wake up to the fact 
that they need to put money away when 
retirement is around the corner, when it’s 
too late. 

To decide how much you need to, sit with 

a qualified professional and look at your 
portfolio holistically. 

• �Begin with the end in mind - know at 
what age you want to realistically retire.

• �Determine what amount in today’s 
terms on a monthly basis you would like 
as an income at retirement.

• �Take inflation into account (Be more 
conservative - build in a healthy buffer 
into your CPI assumption).

• �Plan to be completely debt-free at least 
five years prior to your desired retire-
ment age.

• �Your primary residence is NOT a retire-
ment asset. Only look at assets that will 
give you an income at retirement as a 
retirement vehicle.

• �Take advantage of  tax-efficient vehicles; 
RAs if  used correctly are great retire-
ment vehicles.

• Diversify your growth assets.
• �Don’t make investment choices based on 

yesterday’s performances.
Assume you want to retire at age 60 and 

you live till 90 with a desired income of  
R20 000 gross in today’s terms, look at 
what approximately you will need to invest, 
assuming you are debt-free at different 
ages, assuming a six per cent return above 
inflation - inflation plus six per cent.

Age 20 you will need to invest R2 009 per 
month; age 30, R3 834 per month; age 40,  
R8 052 per month; age 50, R22 016 per 
month. A detailed financial plan looking at 
all your areas holistically will dramatically 
improve your ability to tackle the financial 
challenges of  tomorrow.

• �For more information, contact me at  
(011) 381-5953 or 083-564-9073.



Rimon Nursery School
OPENING 2014

A Private Jewish Nursery School managed by Eden Schools
 Grades 000 - 0

083 271 1587 | info@rimon.co.za | www.rimon.co.za 

Securing your child’s future at
SANDTON SINAI

Z R S W I M F A P Q S C

I E P I N T S C V S I P

N D O N E T B A L L N Q

N U R T U R E D K M A H

O H T Y B E Z E P S I H

V P L M T S N M Y A H A

A E X C E P T I O N A L

T D V T N E P C A D E O

I U A E N C A I O T C C

V C U P I T R A B O R H

E A C A S D E F G N I A

H T O R A H N I M P C H

A I E S Z S T D F D K C

E O B H N U S O C C E R

W N D A V E N I N G T Z

Enter our draw to win a docking station with wireless speakers
Can you fi nd 19 words below which 

relate to Sandton Sinai School?
 Circle them and submit your 
completed word search along 

with your name, email address 
and mobile number via email 

info@sandtonsinai.co.za.
Entries close 12 July 2013.

For more information call       082 821 1105 or visit
www.sandtonsinai.co.za or     info@sandtonsinai.co.za

T

DOWN
Visit the page  ‘What 
Makes a Sandton Sinai 
kid‘ on our website for 
clues to the  other hidden 
words going down. All 
of them relate to what we 
will be off ering children 
at our school.

ACROSS
Swim
Netball
Nurture
Exceptional
Torah
Soccer
Davening

A generous donor has donated the fi rst year of education for the 
fi rst fi ve pupils who submit applications for Grade 1 2014

Sandton Sinai advert 20x4 020713.indd   1 2013/07/03   11:05 AM
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Sandton Sinai School is made up of  five key 
elements.

• �An authentic Jewish education 
(An environment that equips our 
learners with the competence and 
motivation they need to learn, live 
and love Torah).
• �Outstanding teachers
(who nurture a thriving, happy, 
well-rounded child - a child who 
is finely educated, self-assured and 
respectful).
• �The use of  innovative educational 

technology in a state-of-the-art 
schooling facility.

• �A sport and cultural curriculum 
(designed to build self-confidence, 
discipline and strength from both a 
team and individual perspective).
• �Sandton Sinai for parents
(A programme empowering parents 
with the skills and knowledge to 
support their child’s Sinai experi-
ence). 

Our vision
To create an exceptional educational envi-
ronment, where outstanding teachers kindle 

in our children an authentic love for living 
Torah. 

Sandton Sinai is a Torah school that nur-
tures its children into impeccably balanced 
individuals whose academic excellence, and 
genuine care and respect for others, sets 
them clearly apart from their peers.  

From our parents…
I am so excited to hear that in January 2014 
Sandton Sinai will be opening its doors to 
grade 1s and, hopefully, to my son and many 
other grade 2s, as well, should enough inter-
est and numbers be raised for a grade 2... It 
would truly be a blessing if  my son and many 
other children could become a part of the 
school’s vision of providing an exceptional 
educational environment where outstanding 
teachers kindle in their children an authentic 
love of learning and living Torah…

…Sandton Sinai is also the perfect school 
for the families that may not be keeping 
Shabbat or kashrut yet, but want their chil-
dren to embrace Jewish values and have the 
skills that give them the confidence to flour-
ish in everyday life.

What makes Sandton 
Sinai?

“An artist impression of 
our future state-of-the-art 
Primary School facility”

An exchange traded fund (ETF) is an easy way to get 
started on the stock market and is also a useful tool 
for the experienced investor.

EFTs are funds which use your money and invest 
it in a collection of assets. For example the Satrix 40 
ETF invests in the top 40 biggest companies on the 
JSE and the NewGold ETF invests in gold.

In this way EFTs are similar to unit trusts. But you 
can trade EFTs on the stock market just like shares.

If you want to get into the stock market but are 
not sure which assets to invest in, EFTs allow you to 
invest in multiple assets at once. This gives you the 
risk-lowering benefits of diversification without the 

expense of buying many assets. You can also invest 
in EFTs with small amounts of money - as little as 
R300 a month.

There is a variety of EFTs listed on the JSE. Each 
will invest your money in different assets

In addition to EFTs, exchange-traded notes (ETNs) 
are available on the JSE. ETNs are similar to EFTs - 
you money is invested to give you the same return 
as a collection of assets. The only difference is that 
your money is not invested directly into the assets 
but an institution holds your money and promises 
you the return you would have received from those 
assets. 

Investing in ETFs and ETNs
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The Mall Offices, 11 Cradock Ave, cnr Baker St, Rosebank

011 788 2050
www.hwtexecutivetravel.co.za

SA’S LEADING ISRAEL TRAVEL SPECIALIST

MACCABI GAMES 

2013MACCABI GAMES 

2013

MACCABI GAMES 2013 SUPPORTER’S TOUR TO 
ISRAEL IN CONJUNCTION WITH MACCABI 
SOUTH AFRICA 15 JULY - 1 AUGUST 2013.

In the summer of 2013, Israel will host the world’s largest 
Jewish sporting event. Thousands of spectators will be 

travelling to and from the Maccabiah Games events in Israel. 
Come and support your South African sportsmen 

and women in Israel.
 

Please contact Debbie or Sandra for any assistance 
                   with regards to flights and accommodation.

w o r l d t r a ve l
T h e T r a v e l  P r o f e s s i o n a l s

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

Cape Town is in for a treat when leading 
New York-based klezmer music exponent 
David Krakauer (pictured) performs with 
Matthew Reid and his Playing with Fire 
Klezmer Band in a fundraiser - Klezmer 
Madness - for Jewish Care Cape at the 
Baxter Theatre on Sunday July 21. 

Clarinettist Krakauer has been credited 
with taking the genre - that has its ori-
gins in the shtetls of Eastern Europe - into 
the 21st century. “My ancestry is Eastern 
European Jewish,” he explains of his in-
terest, in a telephone interview from the 
Aspen (Colorado) Music Festival where he 
is currently performing. 

Krakauer was an established classical 
musician with a master’s degree from the 
renowned Juilliard under his belt, when 
some 25 years ago he began to feel 
that he “wanted to do something differ-
ent. I had played jazz as a teenager and 
I decided that I wanted to come back to 
‘off the page’ (non-written) music that 
involved improvisation and playing from 
the heart,” he reminisces. 

“I kind of gravitated to Klezmer music. 
For a while I was playing it for fun - more 
to explore my own Judaism which had 
been a little bit lost in the shuffle.

“My grandparents and great-grand-
parents abandoned Yiddish and a lot of 
the culture because when they came to 
the United States, it represented a fresh 
start and a real flight from horrible hard-
ship, discrimination and oppression - 
they wanted to become Americans. 

“For me, really enjoying in America the 
freedom to be who I was, gave me the 
opportunity to come back and explore my 
heritage.”

Through playing the music, Krakauer 
found that he was meeting Jewish peo-
ple and learning about Judaism and the 
culture that had thus far been lost to him. 
He credits his grandmother from Belarus 
who spoke with a “very strong” Yiddish 
accent, with keeping alive the spark of 
Yiddishkeit in him. 

“When I started to play klezmer mu-
sic, suddenly I thought to myself: ‘Wow! 
This sounds like the voice of my grand-
mother.’”

Joining The Klezmatics (the band that 
revived klezmer music in the United 
States and worldwide) on a tour of Eu-
rope, he found “thousands of partying, 

yelling, dancing Europeans who weren’t 
necessarily Jewish, who were just en-
joying the music. We had a real attitude 
when we played,” he remembers.

“We played super-amplified - kind of 
a Jewish punk band, but still with a real 
old-time flavour to it. People really re-
sponded to that,” he says.  

From there, Krakauer’s solo career 
took off: For a start, the celebrated Kro-
nos Quartet heard about him and invited 
him to record The Dreams and Prayers of 
Isaac the Blind with them, something he 
describes a “a tremendous experience”. 
He has “become maybe one of the big-
gest world champions” of the piece and 
today plays it with string quartets and 
orchestras across the globe.  

Krakauer has given the genre a mod-
ern twist by writing his own composi-
tions, working with an electric guitar to 
give a contemporary sound and bringing 
in rock, funk, hip-hop and African-Ameri-
can influences. 

“The balancing act has always been 
to retain the essence of the old tradition, 
but make it sound new and relevant,” he 
states. Rather than speaking of a klezmer 
revival, Krakauer feels that he is “making 
new works of art that relate to the story of 
my Jewish heritage and my search for my 
own identity, but that also take it beyond 
the genre”.

• �Booking is through Computicket or the 
Baxter Theatre. For further information 
contact the Cape Jewish Seniors’ As-
sociation at (021) 434-9691 or e-mail: 
admin@cjsa.org.za 

Rediscovering his Jewish 
soul in the sound of klezmer

Shows: “Disney’s Aristocats kids” 
(People’s Theatre, Braamfontein 
(011)403-1563, until  July 28) 
and “Honk!” (National Children’s 
Theatre, Parktown (011)484-1584, 
until July 21)

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

It’s kittens and ducklings with a cyg-
net in the mix on stage this season 
in Johannesburg for children. It’s 
odd that this theatre genre has little 
celebrity status in SA drama today. 
Artistic Director of the National 
Children’s Theatre - and director of 
Honk! - Francois Theron should be 

Exciting winter theatre fare to warm cockles of young hearts
lauded for instilling fire into the hearts 
and bellies of young audiences, with 
professional polished and well-devel-
oped work.

Just when you think it’s impossible 
for NCT to raise the bar on its own 
work, there’s Honk!, a jazzed-up ver-
sion of Hans Christian Andersen’s Ugly 
Duckling. The cast is young - many de-
buted on this stage - and they clearly 
love telling this tale about being differ-
ent. 

Its lines segue the context of Anders-
en’s 19th century to ours; the effect is 
never cheap. Costumes and set are in-
novative and low-tech, which holds the 
dignity of traditional children’s theatre 
intact and fuels it with sophisticated 
and tight choreography by Shelley Adri-
aanzen. 

While occasionally the music’s vol-
ume fights with the performers’ voices, 
making casualties of lyrics, all is con-
tained by the theatre’s intimacy. 

The work is grounded by Adam 
Pelkowitz as Drake and his wife Ida 
(Pulane Palmer). A fabulous cat (Don-
nagh Roberts) teeters between accents 
but is spot on in evilness; and a bull-
frog (Andile Magxaki) is sonorous and 
philosophical as any self-respecting 
bullfrog should be. 

The unfortunate cygnet who hatches 
mistakenly in a duck’s nest is inter-
preted by Ferdinand Botha, with such 
heart, you will weep, at least twice. And 
oh! The little ducklings, played when I 
saw it, by Emma Rogers, India Milne, 
Julio Mambolo and Malaika Mama-
bolo, are so deliciously adorable, they 

almost steal the show, but for astute di-
rection, which enables the play to retain 
its own professional dignity.

Blending musical genres with equa-
nimity, The Aristocats bursts onto the 
People’s Theatre stage without holding 
back on purring, hissing, scratching 
and biting. It’s questionable whether 
tots in the audience understand the 
implications of making your cats your 
beneficiaries; with its flowery language, 
American accents and French 19th con-
text, this tale of kitty woe might enter-
tain little ones with its full body furry 
costumes. 

These costumes notoriously deplete 
the represented cats of elegance; ges-
tures to reclaim feline suaveness are in 

the music, but not always successfully.
The show is stolen by Nefertiti Reed 

- in the cast I saw - as Berlioz, the grey 
kitten. This child embraces her role with 
a voraciousness that sets every scene in 
which she appears on its feet. 

Complete with chases around the 
auditorium, the production stumbles 
in balancing voices with music. Above 
all, its child actors are directed to be 
cognisant of resonance between brats 
and cats, ear-shredding and shrill as 
both can be: the work is very believ-
able.

Neither play is sugarcoated. Telling a 
story like it is, with death and loss ev-
er-present, gives each a thrust to make 
it compelling and substantial. 
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Being ugly to Ugly. Pictured: Ferdinand Botha; Pulane Palmer; Julio Mambolo and 
Emma Rogers.

Full Kiddies programme from 21 June to 13 July 2013

Rates include dinner, bed and breakfast

Rates from 
R960.00 p.p.s in standard
R1080.00 p.p.s in luxury
R200.00 per child

Winter Special
June & July 2013

Tel: 014 537 8300 • Fax: 014 537 8400
Email: reservations1@huntersresthotel.co.za

Web: www.huntersrest.co.za
Please use JEWISH REPORT as reference when making booking

R960.00 p.p.s in standard
R1080.00 p.p.s in luxury

Hunters Rest 13x3 030713.indd   1 2013/07/03   11:31 AM
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ACTUAL PRODUCTS ON OFFER MAY DIFFER FROM VISUALS SHOWN, AS THESE ARE SERVING SUGGESTIONS ONLY • HAMILTONS ADVERTISING 020713 • NO HAWKERS • NO TRADERS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • E&OE

Only Available at this Store!
Norwood Mall, Tel: (011) 728 5880 • Valid Date: Thursday 4 - Sunday 7 July 2013

THE HEART OF GOOD FOOD
NORwOOD MAll ONlY

KOSHER

Strawberry Punnets

3forR25

R100
THIS COMBO
BIG DEAL

1x 7kg Pocket Of Potatoes, 1x 5kg 
Value Bag Carrots ,1x Pocket Of 
Oranges, 1x Pocket Of Butternuts, 
1x 2kg Carry Pocket Sweet 
Potatoes

Challahs Kitka Bread

2forR19.95

Buy ONE Breakfast &
Get  A FREE Cup Of
 Coffee With The 

Breakfast Ordered

(T&C’S APPLY)

Buy ONE Full Grilled 
Chicken & Get 6x Rolls

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

(T&C’S APPLY)

The focus of the SAJBD is now 
very much on preparing for our 
national conference, to take 
place on Sunday, August 25, at 
the Sandton Sun Hotel. 

The Board’s biennial confer-
ence is one of the highlights of 
the Jewish communal calendar, 
one bringing together delegates 
from the entire spectrum of 
communal endeavour to learn 
about and discuss some of the 
most pressing issues of the day 
and enabling us to communi-
cate to our constituents how 

we have gone about fulfilling its mandate to promote 
and safeguard the well-being of those we represent.   

Over the next six weeks, further details about the 
conference will be communicated. At this stage, I can 
write that in place of the traditional opening night, 
there will be a post-conference gala dinner, which is 
open to all members of the Jewish community. 

The keynote speaker will be Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma, who served with distinction in the South African 
Cabinet in the years 1994 - 2012 and is now chairman 
of the African Union Commission. 

Other highlights will be the presentations of the SA-
JBD Human Rights Award and the Eric Samson Mendel 
Kaplan Communal Service Award, a video presentation 
on the multifaceted work of the Board over the previous 
two years and entertainment provided by the orchestral 
ensemble, Buskaid.    

What adds an extra dimension to this year’s confer-
ence is that it marks the Board’s 110th anniversary. It 
was established in 1903 to represent the Jewish com-
munities of the Transvaal and Natal, and the following 
year a Board of Deputies was formed for Cape Jewry. 
The two bodies amalgamated to form a national SA 

Jewish Board of Deputies in 1912. 
Today’s leaders of the SAJBD are thus heirs to a 

long and honourable tradition of safeguarding Jew-
ish civil rights, as well as of leading the community in 
participating in the affairs of the wider society as proud, 
involved citizens.

It is a great privilege for me to have been entrusted 
with the leadership of this fine organisation, and I look 
forward to reporting back on some of the things we 
have accomplished over the past two years. At this time, 
I ask you all to note the date and hope that as many 
of you as possible will join us for what is sure to be an 
exciting occasion. 

Even comedy has its limits
It is understood and accepted that comedians have 
greater licence to make comments that in other con-
texts might be regarded as offensive and inappropriate. 
It is a tradition stretching back to the court jesters of 
old who, within certain limits, could poke fun even at 
the king himself. 

However, even within the realm of comedy, there are 
red lines. One of these was crossed by the famous comic 
actor John Cleese, when he made a tasteless quip about 
the Holocaust at his recent show in Johannesburg. 

It is one thing to mock the foibles and failings of 
humanity and its institutions, but this surely does not 
extend to making the victims of tragedy - in particular 
when that tragedy is man-made - the objects of mirth. 

On receiving several complaints, we contacted Mr 
Cleese’s publicist and conveyed to him our view that it 
had been gratuitously hurtful and inappropriate. We 
were glad shortly thereafter to receive a sincere apology 
from Mr Cleese regarding the ”joke”, along with an 
undertaking to omit it in future shows.        

• �Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board Talk on 101.9 
ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00.
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Holocaust survivor Rena Quint – 
inspiration to all South Africans

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Over the past week, 
Yom Hashoah 
ceremonies were held 
under the auspices 
of the Board in all 
the main Jewish 
population centres. 

In addition, and 
possibly for the 
first time ever, a 
ceremony was held 
in Grahamstown as 
part of a visit by a 
delegation from the 
Board, SAZF and SAUJS 
to meet with the staff 
and students of Rhodes 
University and other 
members of the local 

community.
This year’s keynote speaker, Rena Quint, 

spoke at the Johannesburg and Durban 
ceremonies and afterwards addressed the 
community in Cape Town. Like all Holocaust 
survivors, the story she had to tell was a 
harrowing one. That being said, it was deeply 
inspiring to hear how despite this, she was 
able to go on to build a successful, fulfilling 
life for herself, including raising a family of 
committed, involved Jews. 

As she observed, it was this continuation 
of a vibrant Jewish life, particularly in Israel 
where she now lives, that demonstrates how 
the Nazis ultimately failed in their efforts to 
destroy the Jewish people. 

Rena’s message should resonate with 
all people who have undergone traumatic 
experiences as a result of persecution 
and injustice. Indeed, as a result of being 
interviewed on Radio SAfm, she was even 

invited to speak to women prisoners on behalf 
of the Department of Correctional Services. 

By her example, she is able to show that no 
matter how low we fall, or are made to fall by 
others, we have the capacity to pick ourselves 
up afterwards and rise to undreamed of 
heights. 

While we must never forget the past, 
we should not allow it to engender a sense 
of hopelessness. Rather, we must use the 
lessons learned to build something positive, 
be it working towards creating a more just 
and compassionate society, rebuilding what 
has been destroyed or simply in the way one 
interacts with other people. 

‘Labelling controversy’ finally laid to rest
Shortly before going to print, we were 
delighted to learn that the long-running 
“labelling controversy” had been brought to a 
satisfactory conclusion.  

The final decision by the Cabinet regarding 
how products from Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank should be identified, is very 
much in line with what the Board and SAZF 
regarded as satisfactory.

The labelling is neutral and descriptive and 
not politically motivated, which is all that we 
wanted. In our media release we thank the 
Office of the Presidency, Cabinet and Minister 
of Trade and Industry Rob Davies, for hearing 
and taking into account out concerns when 
finalising the new regulations.  

The outcome of the months of deliberation 
over this issue has been a sensible one that 
addressed the requirement that the places 
of origin of imported products be accurately 
identified without the addition of politically-
motivated aspects that cause division within 
the South African population.  

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Everyone enjoys a good 
story, but they’re not 
much fun when they’re 
filled with pain and 
suffering.

Almost daily a new 
heart-breaking story 
crosses my desk involv-
ing some communal 
sadness and sorrow. 
These situations are 
challenging, often 
requiring more wisdom 
than we humans have, 
and there are seldom 
simple solutions.   

Respecting the 
privacy and (often op-
posing) perspectives of 
those involved, we sum-
mon all our resources 

to examine the complexities from every angle. 
Then we do our very best to help.

I want to share just one story with you.   
Once upon a time the parents of three 

children were involved in a serious car acci-
dent. The father was left a paraplegic and his 
wife suffered severe emotional trauma and 
depression. Neither was able to work.

It’s our policy to try to solicit support from 
family members, but in this case, as in many 
others, no-one could assist. Maintaining 
their medical aid was a priority. 

Then a holistic approach was applied, 
involving our financial services, healthcare 
professionals and social workers who teamed 
up to assess the family’s living arrangements 
and determine how best to meet their needs.  

As it happened, the most practical and 
affordable option was to pay their bond so 
they could continue living in their home 
with domestic help. We also facilitated dis-
ability grants which helped toward food and 
clothing.

Counselling and home visits were routine-
ly provided and arrangements were made 
to enable the children to continue in their 
schools.  

But life evolves and with the passage 
of time it became clear that the children 
required closer supervision.  

The oldest son had matriculated and our 
student support services financed his ter-
tiary studies. The two younger ones became 
part of Arcadia’s after school programme, 
where homework and play is supervised. The 
situation is being carefully monitored and 
if it becomes necessary, they will move into 
Arcadia.  

Sadly, dad has passed away. West Park took 
care of all arrangements and covered the 
burial costs.

We have finally managed to persuade mom 
to join our protected employment programme 
which will bolster her self-esteem and provide 
her with a productive element to her day.

This story is far from over, but it is our 
hope that we can provide the children with 
emotional and educational support that will 
enable them, in time, to emerge confident, 
productive members of our community.

Certainly this storyteller prefers happy 
endings.   

May our partnership continue to thrive!
Feel free to contact me on feedback@

thechev.org.za

 Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sieff
Group CEO

Once upon a time...

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha
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Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society 
is re-launched
OWN CORRESPONDENT
 
� e Johannesburg Jewish 
Genealogical Society(JJGS) which 
died a quiet death some years ago, 
has been resurrected as the Jewish 
Genealogical Society South Africa.

� e JGSSA is a�  liated to the 
International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies (IAJGS),the 
umbrella body of over 80 societies 
around the world. A call is going out 
for all interested in the history of the 
Jews of SA and the story of their own 
families in Europe and South Africa, 
to become involved. 

� e JGSSA is hosting a public 
meeting at the HOD Centre, 58 
Oaklands Road, Orchards, on March 
10 at 19:30. At this meeting Lionel 
Slier will give a talk about “� e 
Rescue of Jewish Orphans from the 
Horrors of War-torn Eastern Europe 
in 1921, taken to South Africa”. 

genealogysa@gmail.com
082-423-05560.     
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On 7 Adar - Zayin 
Adar - as has become 
traditional on this, 
the yahrtzeit of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the 
Chevrah Kadisha in 
Johannesburg held 
a special function to 
honour those who 
have in various ca-
pacities volunteered 
their services to the 
organisation. 

Our national direc-
tor, Wendy Kahn, 
represented the 
Board at the event, 
and attests to how 
inspiring it was to yet 

again be shown how much members of our 
community are contributing to the greater 
communal good. 

Singled out for special tribute at this 
function was Steven Adler, with whom the 

Board has worked closely on matters of 
common interest on a number of occasions 
in the past. 

� e largely unsung heroes and heroines 
who render such dedicated and honourable 
service in the sphere of Jewish welfare, have 
their counterparts in all spheres of Jewish 
communal activity. 

� rough my involvement with the Dur-
ban Holocaust Centre, I am especially aware 
of how much our volunteer guides contrib-
ute. Taking visiting groups - in the main 
school learners - through displays, requires 
both a sound knowledge of the historical 
background and an ability to convey with 
appropriate insight and sensitivity the 
deeper lessons that those sombre events 
encapsulate for ours and future generations. 

� us, our guides devote considerable ad-
ditional time to research and educational 
training, motivated not by any expectation 
of � nancial or other reward but out of a pas-
sionate desire to add value in a worthy cause.

� is essentially sel� ess devotion to mak-

ing a contribution removed from any desire 
of personal gain, is characteristic of all 
forms of voluntary communal service.

Events like Zayin Adar are important 
because they recognise and honour those 
who dedicate so much time and e� ort to the 
community. 

Volunteers may not do what they do be-
cause they crave recognition, but this does 
not mean that their e� orts should be taken 
for granted and never acknowledged. 

Such public recognition, in addition to 
showing the necessary “Hakarat Hatov” (lit-
erally, “recognising the good”) and helping 
motivate them to continue their good work, 
also plays a part in inspiring others to come 
on board. 

Periodically patting ourselves on the back 
does not mean we can a� ord to become 
complacent. Times remain di�  cult and the 
needs both of our own community and the 
wider society are only growing. 

� e proud tradition our community has 
of contributing both to Jewish and general 

causes, can certainly inspire us, but ensur-
ing that it is maintained is a challenge for 
every new generation. 

� e real reward of serving the community 
ultimately lies in the emotional satisfaction 
and enhanced sense of self-worth that one 
receives through going beyond the bounda-
ries of one’s own personal needs to be of 
assistance to others. Our Jewish tradition 
stresses that the key to attaining happiness 
and ful� lment is through giving, in what-
ever form this might take. Put another way, 
and paradoxical as it sounds, giving is in 
reality the most rewarding form of taking, 
without anyone being at all diminished 
thereby, but quite the contrary.

I believe that the remarkable success of 
the South African Jewish community has 
been that so many of its members have 
taken this lesson to heart. 

•  Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board 
Talk on 101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 
- 13:00. 

Giving is the most rewarding form of taking
 A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

 Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Everyone’s been boasting 
about the 2012 matric 
results and there’s cer-
tainly a lot to boast about 
- mazaltov to learners, 
parents and schools!    

� e 15 matric students 
for whom the Chev pro-
vided � nancial and coun-
selling services, all passed 
with excellent results 
- several with multiple 
distinctions. Our pledge 
of con� dentiality prevents 
me from saying more than 
that some achieved this 
under the most horri� c 
circumstances and that we 
are thrilled to have been 
able to help.  

Our numbers could have 
been bigger, but there were no matric students at 
Arcadia last year 

You may be wondering why I am boasting 
about matric results when that’s the domain of 
schools. And it’s a good question. But the issue 
of who is responsible for ensuring that our youth 
receive a Jewish education has become increas-
ingly murky. Maybe we should talk about it?

� e cost of private education in Jewish day 
schools is prohibitive and frankly, unsustainable.  

� e Chev’s Student Support Services has an 
agreement with these schools through which 
we subsidise families in need of help but only 
to a degree. � e bulk of the subsidy rests with 
the schools themselves. � at, we believe, is as it 
should be.  

Primary responsibility for education in Jewish 
day schools remains the obligation of the Jew-
ish educational system. But schools are � nding 
themselves under pressure and are hard-pressed 
and sometimes disinclined to maintain these 
subsidies, particularly for students who don’t 
reward with good behaviour and good results.

Unlike welfare, education is not the Chev’s 
area of expertise. Education becomes a welfare 

concern for us when families cannot a� ord the 
costs of remedial and special needs schooling 
(R3,5m paid out in 2012) and tertiary education 
(R1,7m).  

We pay full fees if there’s no alternative, or 
when there’s no Jewish partner to share the bur-
den with. Even when there are Jewish partners, 
we still come to the party for each child, every 
month, to o� er some relief to the Jewish day 
schools (R2m).

If it’s still unsustainable, and Jewish children 
are being turned away, that’s a sign that the sys-
tem needs revision. (Home schooling and online 
classrooms are gaining popularity worldwide.)   

As a community we need to put our heads 
together, think out of the box and come up with 
a solution we can all live with, and one that our 
children can thrive on.

� en the Chev can concentrate on providing 
food, shelter and healthcare to the community.   

Please feel free to communicate with me on 
feedback@thechev.org.za

  Partners in 
Chesed

Michael Sie� 
Group CEO

Subsidising Jewish education: when and how
 A column of the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

This column is paid for by the WIZO South Africa

As the newly-elected president of WIZO SA I 
look forward to sharing my thoughts and aspira-
tions for our movement in 2013. � e leadership 
of WIZO SA attended the WIZO MOR (Meeting 
of Representatives) in Israel in January and were 
proudly acknowledged for our quick response to 
the Pillars of Defence Emergency Appeal last year. 

� e spontaneous and generous donations of our 
chaverot to this fund will provide psychological 
counselling programmes, dealing with post-trau-
matic stress for our children, youth, sta�  and their 
families in the day-care centres, schools and WIZO 
youth clubs, a� ected by the bombing. 

In addition, in those areas where WIZO facilities 
are at high risk, allocations are being made to se-
cure and upgrade the bomb shelters. � e concern 
and support of our chaverot for Israel’s human 
needs, are greatly appreciated by World WIZO. 

We thank you for caring and for making the 
di� erence and as each facility is secured with the 
necessary structures, we will keep you informed. 

Each year the attendees at the MOR are exposed to a 
battery of facts and � gures and highly-rated opinions on 
subjects of interest as part of a global movement to improve 
the status of women in every sphere of their lives in Israel.

From the spiralling cost of living to honour killings; from 

child abuse to preparing women for roles in com-
merce and politics; from breaking the glass ceiling 
in the IDF to nurturing the heritage of women 
from distant lands... we heard it all. 

We listened to personal stories and met the 
people who counsel and o� er constructive path-
ways through seemingly impossible situations. 
We met teenage girls who have found refuge in 
one of WIZO’s shelters and who have given up a 
life of crime and violence on the streets in order 
to become productive members of society... and 
we bought their beautiful hand-crafted jewellery 
which they now proudly sell.

Attending the MOR is like coming home, so 
many familiar faces, topics to discuss, interchange 
of ideas on fundraising and activities and solu-
tions to problems facing the WIZO federations. 

� e enthusiasm is tangible but the magnet that 
brings us together is our desire to help and we 
invite you to join us and become part of some-
thing so much bigger and more rewarding than 

just ourselves.  So, become a member, join a group, attend 
a meeting of like-minded people, get involved in an event, 
enjoy the camaraderie and make friends.

Become a WIZO woman and change your life and that of 
women in need in Israel.

Attending MOR is like coming home
 A column of WIZO South Africa

WIZO 
South Africa

Tamar Lazarus
President
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Former British PM 
Margaret Thatcher, 
‘staunch friend of Israel’ 
JERUSALEM - Former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, who died on 
Monday, was a staunch supporter of Israel 
but had a rocky relationship with Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin.

Thatcher died after suffering a stroke, at 
the age of 87. She suffered from dementia 
at the end of her life, which was dramatised 
in the 2011 movie “The Iron Lady.” 

The only female to serve as prime 
minister of Britain, she also was the 
longest continuously serving prime 
minister in the 20th century, leading the 
country and her Conservative Party 11 
years, from 1979 to 1990. 

She called Begin, who served two terms 
in the 1980s,  the “most difficult” man 
she had to deal with, according to the 
Chronicle. She also strongly opposed 
Israel’s bombing of Iraq’s Osirak nuclear 
reactor.

She believed that the Arab-Israel conflict 
was at the centre of the Western world’s 
difficulties in the Middle East, pressing 
Israeli leaders to make peace with the 
Palestinians in order to cool regional 
tensions.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu mourned her passing in a 
statement.

“She was truly a great leader, a woman of 
principle, of determination, of conviction, 
of strength; a woman of greatness,” 
Netanyahu said. 

“She was a staunch friend of Israel 
and the Jewish people. She inspired a 
generation of political leaders. I send my 
most sincere condolences to her family and 
to the government and people of Great 
Britain.”

Vivian Wineman, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, told JTA that 
Thatcher “was always extremely supportive 
and admiring of the ethos of the British 
Jewish community. This close relationship 
began when her family took in a young 
Austrian Jewish refugee from Nazism in 
the late 1930s.”

“There are people, there are ideas. 
Occasionally those two come together 
to create vision. Lady Thatcher was an 
exceptional leader, a colleague in the 
international arena and a friend for me 
personally,” Israeli President Shimon Peres 
said in a statement. “She served as an 
inspiration for other leaders, as the first 
female prime minister of Great Britain she 
broke new ground. She showed how far a 
person can go with strength of character, 

determination and a clear vision.”
Wineman said that when Thatcher 

entered Parliament representing 
Finchley in north London, “a very Jewish 
constituency”, her relationship with 
local Jewish institutions blossomed and 
continued throughout her career as prime 
minister. During her campaign, she fought 
against a golf course in the district that 
banned having Jews as members.

Thatcher was a founding member of the 
Anglo-Israel Friendship League of Finchley 
and a member of the Conservative Friends 
of Israel, according to Tablet.

Wineman said Thatcher counted a 
number of Jews among her closest advisers 
and confidants, and at one point nearly 
a quarter of her Cabinet was of Jewish 
origins. They included Nigel Lawson, 
Malcolm Rifkind, Keith Joseph and Leon 
Brittan, according to the Jewish Chronicle.

“She also greatly admired the late Chief 
Rabbi Dr Immanuel Jakobovits, whom she 
elevated to the House of Lords,” Wineman 
said. “She was unquestionably a great 
statesman of the later 20th  century, and 
one who was a friend to the Jewish people 
and Israel.”

Thatcher reportedly had no patience for 
anti-Semitism nor those who espoused 
it. She was a strong supporter of Soviet 
Jewry.

She had a strong relationship with US 
President Ronald Reagan and together they 
fought communism, leading to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall in 1989. (JTA)

Yom Hashoah: Obama 
commits to combat 
intolerance
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama 
in his Yom Hashoah message recalled his 
recommitment in Israel last month to 
combating anti-Semitism and intolerance.

“Today, we honour the memories 
of the six million Jewish victims and 
millions of others who perished in the 
darkness of the Shoah,” Obama said on 
Monday in a message timed for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.

“As we reflect on the beautiful lives lost 
and their great potential that would never 
be fulfilled, we also pay tribute to all those 
who resisted the Nazis’ heinous acts and all 
those who survived,” he said. 

“On my recent trip to Israel, I had the 
opportunity to visit Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
national Holocaust memorial, and reaffirm 
our collective responsibility to confront 
anti-Semitism, prejudice and intolerance 
across the world.”

He concluded: “On this Yom Hashoah, 
we must accept the full responsibility 
of remembrance, as nations and as 
individuals - not simply to pledge ‘Never 
again’, but to commit ourselves to the 
understanding, empathy and compassion 
that is the foundation of peace and human 
dignity.”

In a separate statement, Representative 
Nancy Pelosi (Democrat California), 
the minority leader in the US House 
of Representatives, noted that the day 
marked the Hebrew calendar’s anniversary 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising.

“This day is a reminder of all who had 
the courage to fight back; who refused 
to allow the inhumanity of the Nazis to 
deprive them of their own humanity,” she 
said. 

“It is a reminder of the defiant spirit 
of the survivors, whose strength and 
perseverance still inspire us today. It is 
a reminder of the righteous among the 
nations who risked their own lives to 
protect the lives of their neighbours.” (JTA)
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Walking through Jerusalem with my 12-year-old son, he was 
troubled, as we all are, by the number of Jewish beggars on 
the streets and said: “Dad, they should have Chevrah Kadisha 
here.” 

The truth is that here, in Johannesburg, there should never 
be any Jewish beggars on the streets because it’s our job to 
take care of them. And we do.

Every now and then we hear reports of people who are 
begging and just lately it has been brought to our attention 
that four people are doing so in the Glenhazel, Fairmount and 
Norwood areas. These people are well known to us and are 
receiving assistance from us, provided they are really Jewish 
and not simply scam artists posing as Jews (we know those 
people too).

We caution the community not to offer them money, re-
gardless of how convincing they appear and how strenuously 
they complain that the Chev refuses to help them, or doesn’t 
help them enough.

There is no limit to the amount of money that a chronic addict needs and these are 
the situations in which, without a doubt, money is the worst and most dangerous 
form of help to extend.

Despite the fact that the Chev offers counselling, rehabilitation and hospitalisa-
tion, some people remain unmanageable due either to the severity of their addiction; 
their unwillingness to help themselves, or because they suffer from a mental illness.   

When they refuse treatment there are constraints to what the Chev can legally do 
to contain them. 

Our law dictates that when they become a danger to themselves or others, they 
can be committed into a rehab facility, but although the Chev can facilitate the pro-
cess, a family member, rabbi, or someone who knows the person well, must advocate 
for committal. And even that route has a limited lifespan.  

People who adamantly resist treatment must not be enabled through money. Give 
them food, if you want to help, but don’t give them cash, and never invite them into 
your home. They must be forced to return to the Chev where truly beneficial, holistic 
help awaits them - again and again.  

Keeping our streets free of Jewish beggars is our problem and with your help, we 
will take care of it.  

May our partnership continue to thrive!   
Communicate with me on feedback@thechev.org.za

It’s our problem

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

A column of the Chevrah KadishaA column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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At Grant Thornton we believe that all business decisions are based on reason 
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businesses unlock their potential for growth.

Reason says: 
IQ is the 

criteria for 
leadership.

Instinct says: 
personality 
is a key 
consideration.
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South Beach

Luxurious beachfront residential complex to 
be built on Israeli coastline  in the best position 
of Netanya South Beach. The Complex offers:   
2 residential towers    Luxurious hotel    
Condominium hotel    Direct access to the 
beach    Designed sculpture garden    Spacious 
apartments & balconies    High standard specs A
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The description is for illustration purposes only. Upon signing the contract 
requires. The company reserves the right to modify and/or discontinue 

operation at any time and in its sole discretion

*Balance paid on occupation with no interest. 
Offer valid 31.7.13

P
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For more information please contact
Russell Berkman (South Africa)  M 082-572-6564  T 011-622-1820 russell@jawitz.co.za  

Sam Turecki (Israel)  +972-50-5253626  turecki@netvision.net.il 
Selwyn Scher (Israel)  +972-52-3276849  selwynscher@gmail.com

www.lagoon.co.il

550,000NIS*
for a lavISh apartmeNt 
IN a luxury reSIdeNtIal 

complex overlookINg the Sea 
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RACHEL PELS

Grandparents and other fami-
ly guests were welcomed to To-
rah Academy Nursery School 
recently for a special morning. 

The school was divided into 
three groups, giving all guests 
the opportunity to spend time 
in each of their child’s class-
rooms. A young child feels 
such pride when he or she is 

able to show their classroom, 
their locker, their table and 
their chair. 

The kids showed great ex-
citement when introducing 
their family members to their 
friends and teachers. 

Each grandparent/guest left 
with a personal piece of art-
work by the tots. The younger 
classes created beaded photo 
frames together with their 
grandparent. The middle and 
older classes sang songs, had 
a davening ring or poems and 
then presented their loved 
ones with their masterpiece - a 
canvas painting.

Everyone was treated to a 
delicious breakfast.

The naches was tremendous; 
the vibe was amazing. 

TA Nursery School tots show 
off their school with pride

Jenny Unterslak with seven of her grandchildren - Shaya Zwick; 
Rivka Zwick; Kovi Unterslak; Toby Denburg (on Jenny’s left); 
Etty Unterslak; Aharon Zwick; and Ari Unterslak.
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DAVID SAKS

A fortnight ago, former members of the Pieters-
burg Hebrew Congregation, as well as of the Lou-
is Trichardt and Messina communities, joined 
the Telmond community in Israel for the official 
opening of their new synagogue. 

Keynote speaker for the occasion was Naftali 
Bennett, Minister of Trade Industry and Labour 
and leader of the Yisrael Bateinu Party. Other 
speakers included the Rabbi of Telmond, Rabbi 
Shlomo Tzadok, head of the Telmond municipal-
ity, former Pietersburg committee member Den-
nis Wiener and Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, spiritual 
leader to the South African Country Communi-
ties. 

For former Pietersburgers in particular, it was 
an emotional evening. Following the closure of 
the Pietersburg Hebrew Congregation in 2004, 
the Pietersburg Hebrew Congregation Trust 
decided to assist the Telmond community by 
donating a Sefer Torah, together with the inte-
rior furniture of the old shul, for its planned new 
synagogue. 

The foundation stone was laid some four and a 
half years ago, following which the benches (suit-
ably modified), pulpit and bimah, as well as the 
Holocaust memorial, from the Pietersburg Shul, 
were shipped over from South Africa. All these 
have been incorporated into the new structure. 

A beautifully wrought timeline giving the his-
tory of the Pietersburg congregation and incor-
porating the original foundation stones of the 
various buildings used by the community over its 
more than 100 year history, has been erected in 
the foyer.

The evening commenced with a Hachnasat 
Sefer Torah ceremony, in which the Torah from 
the old Pietersburg congregation was formally 
ushered into its new home. All the speakers paid 

warm tribute to those who had involved them-
selves with the project, with special mention 
being made of the part played by former South 
Africans Darren Platzky and Paul Wineberg. 

Rabbi Tzadok commented that the dedication 
and passion shown in promoting the develop-
ment of Telmond, epitomised the commitment 
to Jewish communal life that South African Jew-
ry was famous for.   

Denis Wiener, the last treasurer of the Piet-
ersburg Hebrew Congregation (and the father of 
radio journalist and author, Mandy Wiener) ob-
served that it had been the fate of many of the 
defunct country congregations in South Africa 
to have become “a blip on the radar screen”, their 
shuls abandoned or sold and their furnishings 
destroyed. 

He and another former congregant, Wally Levy 
had been determined that their beloved Pieters-
burg congregation would not share the same des-
tiny, hence their decision to assist the Telmond 
congregation. 

The generosity of the latter in hosting the 
memory of the Pietersburg congregation had 
enabled it to live on in perpetuity in Eretz Yis-
rael, he said. Like most of the former South 
Africans in attendance, Wiener now lives in 
Israel.  

Rabbi Silberhaft, who has likewise been 
much involved in the process from the outset, 
commented that the pulpit at which he was 
speaking had been the very first pulpit from 
which he had delivered a drosha back in the 
days when the congregation was still active. 

He recalled the emotional valedictory service 
for the kehilla over which he had subsequently 
presided, and concluded with the prayer that 
the communal Neshama that had been so pow-
erfully in evidence in Pietersburg would con-
tinue in Telmond.   

A bit of old Pietersburg 
now nestles in Telmond

Yossi Silberhaft; Minister Naftali Bennett; Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft; and Darren Platzky.
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VEHICLES
WANTED

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

Polish citizenship
Many South African 

Jews may be eligible for 
Polish citizenship based 

on ancestral lineage. 
Many areas of Greater 

Lithuania including Vilna, 
fell within the territorial 

borders of Poland. If you 
are interested in obtaining 
Polish citizenship, please 

contact me.  I specialise in 
obtaining Polish citizenship 

for people with a Polish 
background.

Rael Cynkin CA (SA)
rael@icon.co.za

083-346-4627
IF YOU WANT 

TO  BUY 
OR SELL  A 
VEHICLE

Contact:
Solly 

Kramer
082-922-3597

Deceased 
estate house 
clearances 

Entire households 
cleared, profes-

sionally and con-
fidentially. I’ll take 

the burden off your 
shoulders and pay 

you for it.
Please contact  

Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837
For a trusted 

and professional 
service. Also clear 
garages, cellars, 

storage rooms and 
storage facilities.

SILVER  
REPAIR &  

REPLATING
(011) 334 1102
082-473-6040

Appliance  
Repairs on-site 

Fridges, stoves, 
washing machines, 
tumbledriers and 

dishwashers.  
Free quotations!
Call Jason 
082-401-8239
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SERVICES
COMMUNITY NOTICES

Syndicated rental 
property-based 

investment providing 
secure fixed return of 

12% per annum payable 
monthly, plus capital 
growth.  Minimum 

investment amount R1M.  
Tel. 076-042-6060

To book your classified notice or advert contact:   
Tel (011) 274-1400, Fax 086-634-7935, email: jrclassified@global.co.za

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED ADVERT: 1. Only adverts sent via email to jrclassified@global.co.za will be accepted. 2. 
You will be advised on cost & payment details. 3. Payment is prior to the advert appearing.  4.  Our banking details:  SA 
Jewish Report, Nedbank Randburg, Account Number: 1984 514 865,  Branch Code: 198405. DEADLINE for BOOKING 

and PAYMENT is Tuesday 12 pm. (If deadline is missed the advert will appear in the next edition, when payment 
is received).  IMPORTANT NOTICE - The Jewish Report runs adverts in the Classified section in good faith, 

however we cannot be responsible for the quality of services offered and claims made.

SERVICES
BEAUTY & HEALTH

AUDIOLOGIST

INDIVIDUALISED SERVICE FOR 
ALL YOUR HEARING NEEDS

KELLY NATHAN 
Manor Medical Centre

189 Kelvin Drive
Morningside Manor
Tel: 0861-266-563
(0861-Book Me)

www.knaudiology.co.za

PROPERTY
TO LET

Apartment to let
Large luxury 1st floor 

two-bedroom  
apartment to let in 

Glenhazel. Call Yoni: 
082-339-2358

SERVICES
LIFTS OFFERED

Memories that
speak volumes

Let me write or edit
your life story,

thereby giving your
family a precious

keepsake for
generations  

to come.
Alexandra Levin

082-434-2221

RAEDENE 
LAUNDRY              

Laundry and ironing 
services.

Drop and collect.
5 Durham Street

Raedene,
Roy (011) 640-1384

When last were your 
Mezuzahs checked?

Phone Ivor on  
(011) 615-8738 or 082-682-3438

NB: Mezuzahs and Tefillin must be 
checked twice every seven years

We will remove and refit your Mezuzah

A professional scribe with 30 years 
experience (Rabbi Klein) will inspect 

all Mezuzahs and Tefillin.

Supplier of new Scrolls and Tefillin

SERVICES
CLEANING

BRIAN K LIFT
SERVICE & COURIER
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM 
R160. Secure, comfortable 
and safe. Anywhere 24/7.  

(Jhb - Pta)  
CALL BRIAN ON

076-533-1440 

Lifts service  
to and from airport, to 
go shopping, to the 
doctor, or wherever 

you need to go.
Contact Gerald on 

082-907-5507 or (011) 
786-6580 for a safe 
and reliable service

8-seater available
Contact Arnold,

082-447-0185
011-454-1193

AIRPORT SERVICE 
JHB

Reasonable rates to 
all other areas

Airport
Shuttle

Sam 
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

To OR Tambo 
from R160

To Lanseria 
from R210

AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
GENERAL  

TRANSPORT: JHB
Affordable lifts offered.
New car with air-condi-
tion (up to 10 people).

Not on Shabbos.
Please Call Yoram 

082-372-1863

A-TAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky 
chauffeur you to your 
destination in Jo’burg 
and back. Only R120 
round trip for 20kms.  
Tel: 082-399-6187

Experienced, reliable 
driver able to lift you 

anywhere/ anytime 24 
hours. Courier work 

undertaken.
Please call Paul

083-542-6480

• �JWBS Johannesburg, urgently requires 
secondhand clothing, kitchenware, household 
goods, books and bric-a-brac. Proceeds to 
support the less fortunate in our community. 
Contact (011) 485-5232

• �Celebrating a bar-/batmitzvah? Why not give 
a donation to WIZO’s bar-/batmitzvah project 
in Israel? You get a beautiful certificate 
to give to the bar-/batmitzvah child here. 
Certificates are available from WIZO tel (011) 
645-2548.

• �Second Innings runs a series courses and 
activities including scrabble, bridge, discus-
sion groups, play reading groups, women’s 
and men’s reading groups, symphony concert 
rehearsals, bowls, pilates, Yogic Pranayama, 
walking and aerobics, Golden Oldies Cine 
Club, weekly workshops (by arrangement) 
on “falls education for the elder adult”, and 
organises regular activities. Contact Grecia 
Gabriel (011) 532-9718.

• �The Benevolent Gift Shop (formerly Benarc Gift 
Shop) has gift presentations for all occasions, 
made to order. Call (011) 485-5232, JWBS. All 
kosher under the Beth Din. Proceeds to sup-
port the less fortunate in our community.

• �Elise WIZO Gift Shop has an exciting range 
of gifts available. Contact (011) 640-2760 or 
call in at Genesis, bottom level of the Genesis 
Shopping Centre, 3 Bradfield Drive, Fairmount. 

• �Chabad House hosts a series of events 
throughout the year. Chai Seniors - Holistic & 
Kabbalistic Nourishment”. Daily programmes: 
Men’s Kolel Mon-Fri at Chabad House Library, 

09:00 -11:00, followed by lunch. Ladies Kolel 
Tuesdays & Thursdays. Special programmes: 
Mondays: Brain Worx with occupational ther-
apist, Cynthia Liptz for brain exercises, 09:00 
– 13:00. Both men and women welcome. 
Tuesdays: Guest lectures. For more info 
contact Rabbi Ari Kievman (011) 440-6600 or 
e-mail rak@chabad.org.za

• �Bnoth Zion Association WIZO is collecting 
anything of value for its store. Contact (021) 
464-6729 or Linda Saban 072-245-3225 or 
Cherna Kredo 084-589-8588.

• �Johannesburg Children’s Home is appealing 
for shoes and takkies for children and teen-
agers. Contact Edna or Hylton Segal (011) 
970-4266.

• �Intimate Antiques Fair held on last Sunday of 
every month at Cedar Square corner Witkop-
pen/Cedar Avenue in Fourways, from 09:00 
- 16:00. Contact Robyn 083-311-4768.

• ��The Selwyn Segal  Gift Centre has a won-
derful selection of well priced gifts for all 
occasions. Visit them Monday to Thursday 
from 8.30 to 4.00 and  Friday till 2.00 Phone 
(011) 640-6413 or (011) 640-5171 Web  site: 
www.selwynsegalgifts.co.za

• �Join WIZO every Thursday for a “Lunch & 
Learn” shiur with Rabbi Michael Katz, 13:00 
- 14:00 at Beyachad. Information: WIZO office 
(011) 645-2515. Joyce, (011) 640-2416.

• �Stellenbosch Hebrew Congregation has a 
Friday evening service every week in shul, 
starting at 18:45. Contact (021) 886-5257.

Today, Friday (July 5)

• �UZLC hosts Reeva Forman who will talk on 
“Israel - the Start-Up Nation - Success in 
the Face of Challenge”. Venue: Our  Parents 
Home. Time: 12:45 – 14:00. Contact: Gloria 
072-127-9421 or (011) 485-4851.

Sunday (July 7)

• �Johannesburg Heritage Foundation hosts a 
walking tour of “Doornfontein – The Great 
Survivors”. Doornfontein has wonderful 
highlights which hark back to earlier times. 
It was especially favoured by Jewish immi-
grants. Shops became kosher, synagogues 
sprung up all over and it even boasted the 
Jewish Workers Club. Meet at 10:00 and 
park at I H Harris School, 132 End Street. 
Tour lasts 2,5 hours. Cost R80 for members, 
R110 non-members. Contact: Eira Bond 
(011) 482-3349 or e-mail mail@joburgherit-
age.co.za. All men bring a yarmulke or hat 
for entering the shul. 

• �RCHCC is re-screening critically acclaimed 
documentary on Sholem Aleichem, “Laugh-
ing in the Darkness”. Venue: Clive M Beck 
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Donation: R70 
(incl refreshments). Booking: Hazel or René 
(011) 728-8088/8378, after hours (011) 
728-8378, or e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.net 
or rene.s@telkomsa.net, or www.greatpark.
co.za

• �Second Innings hosts Ambassador Douglas 
Gibson who will speak on “On Being a South 
African Ambassador”. Venue: The Gerald 
Horwitz Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 10:00 
for 10:30. Cost: R20 members; R40 visitors. 
Contact: Grecia at grecia@jhbchev.co.za, or 
(011) 532-9718 or 082-561-3228. 

Wednesday (July 10)

• �The Chevrah Kadisha hosts Dr Frans Korb, 
clinical psychologist and psychiatrist/chair-
man SA Depression & Anxiety Group, on 
“Don’t Worry; be Happy”. (I’m depressed, 
I’m anxious: Can I still be happy?) Venue: 
Sydenham Shul Hall. Time: 19:45. Cost: R30 
(incl light refreshments). Information and 
bookings: Sharon (011) 532-9616/e-mail: 
sharonp@jhbchev.co.za

• �Chabad House’s Jewish Learning, presents 
the third and last lecture in a virtual tour 
of ancient Jerusalem, “Heaven on Earth”, 
an interactive course that recreates the an-
cient Temples from the ground up. Venue: 
Chabad’s Goodness & Kindness Centre. 
Time: 19:00 - 20:30. Contact: Rabbi Ari Ki-
evman 079-434-1293 or e-mail jli@chabad.
org.za

• �UJW CT adult education programme hosts 
Sonja Keschner who will talk on “From Ger-
many to Uruguay - a Refugee’s Tale”. Venue: 
Stonehaven. Time: 10:00 for 10:30. En-
trance: R20 (incl refreshments). Enquiries: 
(021) 434-9555 (mornings only).

Sunday (July 14)

• �Big Band Music Appreciation Society meets 
at St John’s College in St John’s Road 
Houghton at 14:15, with a programme of 
great Big Bands and artists of yesteryear. In-
formation: Dave, (011) 885-3525 or Barney, 
(011) 440-1996.

Wednesday (July 17)

• �UJW CT adult education programme hosts 
Janet Perrott Goedgedacht who will talk on 
“The Biggest Comunity Development Or-
ganisaton in SA”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Entrance: R20 (incl refresh-
ments). Enquiries: (021) 434-9555 (morn-
ings only).

Thursday (July 18)

• �JWBS’ 120th AGM  takes place at the at Ger-
ald Horwitz Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 
09:30 for 10:00. Guest speaker Emilia Po-
tenza, curator at the Apartheid Museum, 
will talk on “The Life and Times of Nelson 
Mandela”. To facilitate catering, please ad-
vise whether you will be attending by July 
10. Contact: (011) 485-5232.

• �UJW hosts a “Domestic Workers’ Appre-
ciation Tea”, a fun and informative morning 
with entertainment for domestic workers, 
a cookery demonstration, a talk on security 
etc. Venue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton. Time: 
10:00 - 12:30. Cost: R80. Booking essential. 
Contact: (011) 648-1053 to book.
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Perfecting the art of how not to lose

I do not profess to be an authority on 
rugby. During my time at school I actually 
developed a hatred for the game because 
it was continually jammed down our 
throats. 

However, as I got older and became 
more involved in the world of sport and 
began to understand the nuts and bolts 
of the game, I actually began to enjoy 
it very much. Whatever I might think I 
know, I will always bow in admiration to 
the likes of commentator Dan Retief who 
has a marvellous understanding of the 
sport. 

However, what I have learned during 
my tears as a sports journalist is how to 
analyse a game. As I said last week, I have 
always tried to maintain my objectiv-
ity and not become a “fan with a pen”. 
Last Saturday I only managed to see the 
second half of the Springboks versus Eng-
land Test but on Sunday morning I sat 
through the replay. Knowing the result, 
I could put the excitement of a close 
encounter behind and dispassionately 
interpret what I had watched. 

After a little thought I came to the 
following conclusion: In simple terms, all 
that won us the game was an inspiration-
al moment from Willem Alberts in which 

he took advantage of a lucky bounce of 
the ball to score the only try - and fur-
thermore superb defence by the Boks. 

I have said for the past few years that 
the Boks are unable to play 80 minutes of 
attacking rugby. In the final 20 minutes 
of the game they were probably lucky to 
have spent two of those minutes in the 
England half. The remaining 18 minutes 
was played somewhere on the Boks’ 22m 
line.

There is little doubt that England, 
when it comes to attacking, are equally 
inept and they certainly had enough 
chances. We kept conceding penalties in 
the dying moments but one has to say 
that England’s decision to go for posts 

in the final minute was one of the most 
inane I have ever seen. That was total 
capitulation, as if to say they were happy 
to lose by one point. 

On that subject, I was the one person 
absolutely delighted by that decision 
as I had backed England on a minus 2,5 
spread and that whacky decision sealed 
me my win.    

There is no doubt we have some 
wonderful players in our team, but one 
is never certain down which garden path 
coach Heyneke Meyer is leading them. 

But coming back to defence: All sports 
are made up of offence and defence. It is 
vital to have a balanced share of both. It 
is also an art to know at which point of a 

game one needs to defend a lead. Howev-
er, defence is seemingly quickly becoming 
what South African sport is all about.   

While the Boks held England at bay 
in the north, managing to cling to a one 
point win, the Proteas looked to be head-
ing for certain Test defeat Down Under 
as they ended the fourth day under the 
cosh at 77 for four wickets, chasing 430 
to win. 

The match looked all over, with a win 
for Australia certainty, but AB de Vil-
liers, Jacques Kallis and especially Faf du 
Plessis, had other ideas. De Villiers kept 
Du Plessis company for 68 overs and a 
nobbled Kallis for another 40 overs in 
the searing Adelaide heat, as Du Plessis 
tenaciously defied the Australian bowling 
attack for nearly eight hours. 

Many people would have found the 
pushing and prodding mind-numbing to 
watch, but it takes a special kind of pro-
ficiency and mental aptitude to stay out 
there for seven hours and 46 minutes, in 
mainly 34 degrees heat and high humid-
ity, with five different partners, one of 
whom could barely run, to defy a vora-
cious and tenacious Australian attack and 
save a crucial match for his country. 

This was a monumental effort, 
performed on debut and already written 
into the folklore of South African cricket 
history. 

So, while we might lack the attacking 
prowess of a Genghis Khan, South Afri-
can sport has elevated the art of defence 
to another level. I suppose there is an 
advantage in playing not to lose...

ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner

Cricketer Faf du Plessis is supported by his team as he pulls off a stunning save of the second 
Test match against Australia in Adelaide.

Sunday (December 2)

•  RCHCC is rescreening the award-win-
ning film, “The Debt”, directed by John 
Madden and starring Helen Mirren, 
Sam Worthington, Jessica Castain and 
Tom Wilkinson. Venue: Clive M Beck 
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Donation: 
R60. Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728-
8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-8378, 
e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.net or rene.s@
telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za

•  JJMC, with musical director Evelyn 
Green presents a musical tribute to the 
Doornfontein Hebrew Congregation 
(Lions Shul), “Memories of Yesteryear”, 
as a fundraiser for the shul. The reper-
toire will encompass traditional Jew-
ish songs. Secure parking. Time: 15:00. 
Tickets available from Darla at R200. 
083-794-6358 darlabrook@hotmail.com

Monday (December 3)

•  UJW is hosting Marcia Leveson, former 

professor of English at Wits, on “Please 
Sir, I Want Some More”, Charles Dick-
ens and children in this his bicentenary 
year. Time: 09:30. Contact: (011) 648-
1053, fax 086 273-3044. Donation: 
R20. Join UJW for an informal tea after 
the lecture. 

Thursday (December 6)

•  UJW CT adult education division hosts 
Isaac Habib who will talk on “Jewish Life 
in the Island of Rhodes – From Begin-
ning to End”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Entrance: R20 (incl 
refreshments). Enquiries: (021) 434-
9555.

Friday (December 7)

•  The United Sisterhood has its year-
end book sale at the Benmore Gardens 
Shopping Centre. Unwanted books and 
magazine donations are gladly accepted. 
Contact: Tel (011) 646-2409; fax (011) 
646-4654.

What’s On

World News in Brief
POPE CALLS FOR END TO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS, NEW ME PEACE EFFORTS 

ROME - At a gathering in Rome with Lebanon’s new cardinal, Pope Benedict XVI launched a new appeal 
for peace in Syria and the Middle East, the Associated Press reported.

“The church encourages all efforts for peace in the world and in the Middle East, a peace that will 
only be effective if it is based on authentic respect for other people,” Pope Benedict told the gathering, 
which included several Lebanese pilgrims.

He also spoke out concerning the plight of Christians from their traditional homelands throughout the 
Middle East, calling for them to be able to “live their faith freely”.

Christian communities have come under assault by Muslims amid the upheaval related to the 
“Arab Spring”. Tens of thousands of Syrian Christians have fl ed from the civil war there, while Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian community fears the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood and the ultra-extremist Salafi  
groups to power.

Recently, several Coptic Christian teenage women were been assaulted by other women on Cairo 
subways because their hair was uncovered. Many Coptic women are now afraid to ride the transit system 
in fear of being assaulted or sexually harassed, according to Morning Star News. (JNS.org)
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Controversy rocks Durban July  
5 – 12 July 2013

The Vodacom Durban July will be run this 
weekend and once again the final field 
announced has been caught up in contro-
versy. 

In all the years that I have been involved 
in racing - since 1972, in fact - I have not 
seen this much furore around the selec-
tion.

As with the selection of any sports team, 
speak to 50 people and you will get 50 dif-
ferent opinions of who should run in the 
R3,5-milion race over 2200m at Greyville.
However, with a sport such as tennis in 
which players have rankings, in horse rac-
ing each runner is given a merit rating. 

A panel of experienced handicappers sit 
down and calculate what is called the “line 
horse” in each race. It is often a horse who 

ran second, third or fourth and the perfor-
mance of other runners are rated against 
that runner’s merit rating. It is far from a 
perfect system, but has been adopted all 
over the world. 

Of course it all comes down to whether 
one has chosen the correct line horse 
because syllogism logic is used to deter-
mine the other ratings. If the line horse is 
wrong, so is everything else. A syllogism 
is a logical argument based on a major 
premise, followed by a minor premise and 
finally a deduction made from the two 
statements. 

For example, my major premise might 
be: “All men are mortal”. The minor prem-
ise is: “I am a man” and the deduction is 
therefore “I am mortal”. However, if the 
major premise is nonsense, any logical de-
duction is nonsense. “All dogs are named 
Rover”, “My cat’s name is Rover” therefore 
“my cat is a dog” is nonsensical logic.

Coming back to the Durban July. In 
essence, horses with the highest merit 
rating are considered to be better horses 

by the handicappers. The race is run over 
2200m so there are some highly rated 
runners who will not stay the distance and 
the handicappers are given the all clear to 
omit them.

However, Gold Circle, the company that 
stages the Durban July, has given “the 
company” the right to determine the final 
field.

Some runners with lower merit ratings 
- who are based in KwaZulu-Natal - got 
into the race while higher rated horses 
from other centres were ignored.

One of the horses which was omitted 
was Rock Cocktail, owned in partnership 
by Bernard Kantor and Larry Nestadt, 
and trained by champion trainer Mike 
de Kock. De Kock and Nestadt exploded. 
“Every year I expect the worst from the 
Gold Circle panel and I’m rarely disap-
pointed. All they have done is to confirm 
what everybody already knows - that 
they’re incompetent!’’ said De Kock. 

Nestadt sent an open letter to Gold 
Circle’s Graeme Hawkins questioning 

their interference in the selection, what 
he calls Hawkins’ blatant disregard of the 
handicappers’ ratings and he challenged 
the Grade 1 status of South Africa’s pre-
mier horse race. 

Hawkins responded in a letter, claim-
ing he has every right to challenge the 
handicapper and that the Durban July is 
“a Gold Circle racing event and the com-
pany pays the prize money and sets the 
conditions”. 

His first claim is that the SA Derby is 
the No 1 race and with Wylie Hall win-
ning, Gothic running second and Wild 
One finishing third, they deserve their 
places. 

He falls into the trap of using a false 
syllogism to get the outcome he was look-
ing for. Most experts would not regard 
the SA Derby as the strongest Grade 1 
race for three-year-olds as it contained 
mainly Johannesburg-based runners and 
one or two from Durban. 

This drama is likely to continue after 
the race.  

Trading Hours:
Sunday to Thursday 10h30 – 22h00 | Friday 10h30 – 15h00

Saturday 1/2 hr after Shabbos – 23h00

Sushi and Chop N Wok 
Chinese Style Food

Call: 011 440-6330

Trading Hours:

Kosher

Now Open
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Rock Cocktail, the horse at the centre 
of the Durban July controversy, with 
Anton Marcus aboard.   

MARCELLE RAVID
ORT HEAD OF COMMUNICATION

Bruce Fordyce, legendary South Afri-
can marathon and international ultra-
marathon athlete, best known for 
having won the Comrades Marathon a 
record nine times, will be joining the 
SA Jerusalem Marathon 2014 team as 
the group’s official “running guru”.  

Unity Challenge launched recently 
by ORT SA, Mizrachi and the SAZF, 
is a community initiative focused 
on fitness, charity and a show of soli-
darity for Israel.

“Elevate the physical into some-
thing spiritual,” is the motto and 
the organisers have put together an 
extraordinary programme for those 
who join the team. “There is some-
thing for everyone - runners and 
their supporters will be able to enjoy 
some of the pre-marathon events,” 
says Rabbi Ramon Widmonte of 
Mizrachi.

The journey, however, will begin 
long before the race. Each runner will 
have the opportunity to interact with 
Bruce, who will offer training and 
nutritional advice, as well as training 
runs leading up to the race, which 
takes place on March 21, 2014.

“Taking on a physical challenge such as a half or full marathon is a big commit-
ment, but joining a team makes the experience fun and memorable. The Unity Chal-
lenge Jerusalem 2014 experience is going to be very unique and we are very excited 
to have Bruce on-board,” says Nicci Raz (ORT SA). 

Bruce Fordyce joins 
Unity Challenge 
Jerusalem 2014 team

Bruce Fordyce, SA running legend, with Nicci 
Razz (ORT SA). 
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