
www.sajewishreport.co.za

Friday 9 August 2013 / 3 Elul 5773 
Volume 17 – Number 28

to 
Jewish 
Achiever 
Awards! 
(page 5) Jewish Reportsouth african7DAYS

UJW pays tangible  
tribute to domestic workers

011 731 0300
www.firzt.co.zawhile working with the most while working with the most while working with the most 

trusted name in Real Estate!!trusted name in Real Estate!!trusted name in Real Estate!!

EXPERIENCE THE EXPERIENCE THE EXPERIENCE THE 
FIRZT DIFFERENCE...FIRZT DIFFERENCE...FIRZT DIFFERENCE...

There was excitement on Tuesday, July 30, when the Union of Jewish Women Johannesburg hosted 80 domestic workers to a fun-filled morning which included a CPR demonstration by 
Hatzolah, a talk by Bidvest Bank on “How to save your salary effectively”, a baking demonstration and tips by the CSO and GAP on security. Two musicians entertained the audience with 
traditional “township numbers”, and a rendition of “Pata Pata” had the guests singing and dancing in the aisles. The excitement was palpable when “Lucky Ticket” numbers were drawn and 
winners went home with prizes ranging from electrical appliances to cellphones. Each guest received a goody bag with gifts. As a result of the enthusiastic response by employers and their 
employees, this “thank you” function will become an annual Union of Jewish Women event. In the photo, Thandi Mndebele, who works for Edna Freinkel, tucks into the cake.

New ambassador shows how not 
to make friends...

Jerusalem Post Magazine’s Michael 
Freund interviewed the new SA 
Ambassador to Israel, Sisa Ngombane, 
under the headline, “For us, Hamas is a 
national liberation movement.”

Israel not immune to events in 
Egypt, warns Paula Slier 

Slier said she was afraid going into 
Egypt. Reporters Without Borders had 
warned that female journalists should 
not be sent into Egypt as it was too 
dangerous. 

Peace talks: Right-wing 
intensifies efforts to influence 
outcome

“There will never be clear sailing as 
long as there are people who do not 
recognise Israel as a Jewish nation.”

CityKidz: an ‘old-new’ school for 
inner city kids

“‘You have humbled us’, the 
Department of Education officials said, 
when they left, giving the school their 
blessing.”
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Shimona Tzukernik 
International Kabbalah Coach

LADIES, PLEASE JOIN:

FOr thE wOrkShOP OF A LIFEtImE 
LaDieS onLy

“Authentic, documented wisdom translated into your everyday language and made practical for the first time.”

Join Shimona Tzukernik, the Kabbalah Coach, cre-
ator and president of  ‘Corporate Soul’, founder of  
‘The Method for Self-Mastery’, for a transformational 
workshop that will help you understand why it is so 
hard to let go, and how to finally move forward. 21 AUG

WED 9AM-12pM

Chabad House
27 Aintree Avenue | Savoy Estate
RSVp: sharon@chabad.org.za | 011 440 6600
Cost: R100
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Forbes Magazine reported recently that 
fulltime jobs may be a thing of the past. In 
the future, companies will only want con-
tract part-time workers - cheaper, greater 
flexibility and less commitment.  

For some people that kind of work is lib-
erating, for others terrifying. Whichever it 
is for you, this week’s Torah portion says 
that is no way to approach your relation-
ship with G-d.  

Without mincing any words, our parsha 
tells us: “You must be tamim (wholeheart-
ed) with the Eternal your G-d (Deuter-
onomy 18:13).”  

In an ADHD world where we are never 
wholly anywhere, as we juggle the ever-
demanding calls of Facebook and Twitter, 
Skyping with the niece in London and the 
DStv remote control, how do we have a 
wholehearted relationship with The One? 
What might that mean?

To begin with, how do we understand 
tamim - wholeheartedness, in the first 

place? It’s a word used earlier in Torah to 
describe both Noah and Abraham, mean-
ing “complete” or “blameless”. But we 
know that Noah was not blameless - he 
is the Torah’s first drunkard. Neither was 
Abraham - take his treatment of his wife 
Sarah with Pharaoh and Avimelech for 
example.

So, we move to a different understand-
ing of tamim - of being spiritually focused 
on connecting with G-d. That Noah and 
Abraham did have in bucket loads, but we 
have great trouble with in the world today. 
And not just today. Back in 11th century 
Spain, the philosopher Bachya Ibn Pakuda 
wrestled with how we often say one thing 
and think another, even when we speak to 
G-d:

“For you must know that words are a 
matter of the tongue, but meaning is a 
matter of the heart… When someone 
prays only with their tongue, the heart is 
preoccupied with something other than 

the meaning of the prayer…The prayer 
becomes like a body without a soul, a shell 
without contents... Only the body is pre-
sent; the heart is absent.” (Chovot Haleva-
vot - Duties of the Heart)

Sometimes our tongues go onto auto-
pilot, especially when they are trotting off 
the (many) words of the siddur or mach-
zor. Our hearts are not really in it and 
our prayer becomes “like a body without a 
soul”.  

At no time is this more challenging than 
the High Holy Days. We sit in shul for 
longer, reading unfamiliar words that we 
only meet once a year and shul is brim-
ming with people we haven’t seen for ages.  

Is it surprising then that we might ex-
perience a little disconnect between “the 
words of our mouths and the meditations 
of our hearts?”  What might it feel like to 
be more tamim, more wholehearted in our 
prayers over Yomtov? 

As we make our way through this month 
of Elul, preparing ourselves for the spir-
itual crescendo of the New Year, may we 
take a little more time to check in with our 
hearts and our tongues and see if they are 
singing from the same siddur.  

Wholly holy

Shabbat Times
August 9/ 3 Elul
August 10 /4 Elul
Parshat Shoftim
17:27	 18:17	 Johannesburg
17:54	 18:47	 Cape Town
17:10	 18:02	 Durban
17:30	 18:22	 Bloemfontein
17:25	 18:19	 Port Elizabeth
17:18	 18:10	 East London

Parshat Shoftim

Rabbi Greg Alexander
Cape Town Progressive  
Jewish Congregation

ROBYN SASSEN

Tucked away in Mooi Street in 
central Johannesburg is a primary 
school with a corrugated iron roof, 
built in 1947, under apartheid rule, 
for Indians. Today, it’s a herit-
age site, brim-full of enthusiastic 
children. 

This is CityKidz, created by broth-
ers Renney and Wayne Plit and led 
by Principal Pierre de Lange, for-
merly of Bramley Primary School.

“We started Afhco 18 years ago,” 
said Renney of their company Af-
fordable Housing Company, which 
has boomed all over the city, regen-
erating derelict buildings into af-
fordable apartments. “We founded 
the school in 2007. My background 
triggered me to not make it into 
apartments.

“For 15 years, I ran Advtech 
Group, an education resourcing 
company. Most CBD schools are 
fly-by-nights, focused on money-
making, not education. We’ve 
created 40 000 rental apartments 
in the city, which must mean that 
there are at least 40 000 kids in the 
area.

“The school had nine classrooms,” 
he said, opening door upon door 
of new prefab classrooms. “It’s 
now got 13. The bicycle shed has 
been glassed in to form a science 
laboratory; we’re planning a second 
storey.

“It caters to 300 children from 

grade R to grade 7. We opened in 
January 2008. The Department 
of Education sent us from pillar 
to post with requirements to fulfil 
to open with their sanction. Four 
months after we opened without 
their official sanction, a deputation 
from the DoE arrived, ready to shut 
us down. 

“We took them around the school 
and explained everything to them. 
‘You have humbled us’, the officials 
said, when they left, giving the 
school their blessing.

“The fees are low. There’s a bur-
sary facility. We don’t believe in see-
ing children turned away because 
their families are in economic or 
emotional distress.”

And the facilities? “CityKidz use 
a swimming clinic at Ellis Park; 
there’s a chess team and traffic 
training for the little ones, on BP 
scooters,” he indicates a playground 
painted with road signs, endorsed 
by the Traffic Department. “Netball 
and soccer fields are interchange-
able with moveable goalposts.”

“We don’t take ‘second-hand 
teachers’,” says De Lange. He beams 
as he opens the door to another 
classroom: Wits education stu-
dents are currently doing teaching 
practicals at CityKidz. “I have been 
in education for 46 years,” he adds. 
“There’s still petrol left in this tank. 
It is a blessing to be in a situation 
where you are needed.”

A woman cleans the corridors. 

“She’s deaf. But she’s doing a 
sterling job. Part and parcel of our 
company policy is to address all 
disadvantages.”

“Afhco put some R5 million into 
CityKidz, before the government 
agreed to subsidise it. Seven years 
later, we are beginning to break 
even,” adds Plit. “A great irony is 
that some of our kids are bussed 
from Soweto, which doesn’t say 
much for the quality of primary 
school education there. CityKidz 
was created for inner city chil-
dren. 

“Our biggest problem is we do 
not know where our CityKidz go 
after grade 7,” he adds. “There are 
no decent high schools in the area.”

CityKidz - An ‘old-new’ school for inner city kids

Getting down to tachlis: Afhco CEO  Renney P lit and school principal Pierre de 
Lange with Grade 1B learners: Moon Keisha; Simelane Manelo; Chitsvatsva Travis; 
Gerald Mthethwa and Rapetsoa Karabo.

Community

Building South Africa

Enthusiastic Grade 1B learners at CityKidz, with their teacher Cindy Moyo.
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Gigi von Helden 

G.V.H Imports & Exports (pty) Ltd

Cordially invites her loyal customers and friends to view the

Spring&SummerCollections
Venue   50A 5th Avenue Parktown North 2193

For appointment
Phone   011 447 4426 or 082 411 3150

Win a Grolsch Experience

R40 000!
at home for you and your friends worth

EXCLUSIVE TO 
NORMAN GOODFELLOWS

DJ & Equipment (4hrs)
Catering

2 Waitors x 5Hours
Furniture Hire

Mushroom Heaters
Mobile Draught Machine & Technician

Grolsch Keg
Swingtop Cases

Crown Tops Cases
Tailor Made Invitations

The experience
includes:

Grolsch Can
500ml

R 53
per four pack

Grolsch 
Crown Top
330ml

R 55
per six pack

Grolsch 
Swingtop
450ml

R 59
per four pack

@normangoodfello LIKE US on

011 788 4814 011 684 2756 021 439 6043 

Scan the QR Code to                               
Download the app

Scan the QR Code to                               
Download the app

ILLOVO        MELROSE ARCH        CAPE TOWN

STAFF REPORTER

A war of words has erupted between the anti-
Israel Kairos Church group and the SA Zionist 
Federation’s Cape Council chairman, Ben 
Levitas (pictured).

Rev Edwin Arrison posted a blog on the 
Kairos-SA website last week titled: “Update 
to South Africans on the Current Palestine-
Israel-USA Negotiations: Continue to Support 
BDS!”

“Is Reverend Arrison more interested in 
boycotts than peace?” asked Levitas in a blog-
post of his own. “One would assume that all 
people of good intent should be pleased that 
peace talks between Palestinians and Israelis 
have commenced.” 

Arrison asks rhetorically: “Is there some-
thing different this time?” and then answers: 
“The ‘something different’ this time might be 
the chaos in the neighbouring countries (par-
ticularly Egypt and Syria) and the subsequent 
loss of support to Hamas.” 

Arrison, a supporter of the Boycott, Divest 
and Sanction (BDS) movement, suggests that 
the peace negotiators “are probably saying to 
each other: ‘This is the best time to negotiate: 
the key supporters of Hamas… are at their 
weakest at the moment’.”

Arrison is not supportive of the peace talks. 
This, he says, is in part because of “the exclu-
sion of Hamas”.

Levitas says in response: “By insisting on 
the participation of a self-destructive, hate-
infused party as a precursor to talks, (Arrison) 
reveals his true intent, to undermine these 
attempts at achieving peace, so that he can 
continue with his self-proclaimed righteous 
crusade aimed at punishing only Israel.” 

Says Levitas on his blog on the MyShtetl 
website: “With peace Rev Arrison would be a 
rebel without a cause.”

Arrison, however, 
is unrepentant and 
insists that “those 
involved in the cur-
rent round of talks 
should… see to what 
extent Hamas can 
become involved 
in the talks (if they 
want to be). They 
could of course be 
invited and refuse to participate, but this will 
then be their choice,” says Arrison.

Levitas says Arrison “fails to acknowledge 
that Hamas is not recognised by any Western 
state, or even by the United Nations, as being 
representative of the Palestinian people”.

Arrison insists that “we at Kairos-SA believe 
it is correct” to continue to pressurise Israel. 
“There is no question that the US is ‘Israel’s 
lawyer’,” he writes, adding  “and therefore we, 
the rest of the human community, should be 
‘Palestine’s lawyer’. 

“The Palestinians have been correct to 
refuse to negotiate with Israel since the power 
balance is hugely in favour of the Israelis,” 
contended Arrison.

Levitas is scathing. In response he wrote: 
“Should the South African Council of Church-
es not rise above cheap political point-scoring 
of Reverend Arrison and those religious lead-
ers associated with Kairos Palestine and issue 
a statement of unequivocal support for the 
peace process, it will forever have missed an 
opportunity to fulfil its role of being a leading 
moral voice about the conflict.” 

When men of the cloth, “who purport to es-
pouse love and peace of all humanity and par-
ticularly of the ‘weak’ speak out against giving 
peace a chance, and question the ‘credibility’ 
of the current peace process,” wrote Levitas, 
“then their motives need to be probed.”

Levitas tackles Kairos’ 
negative stance on ME peace

STAFF REPORTER

Last Thursday the Jerusalem Post 
Magazine’s Michael Freund inter-
viewed the new South African Am-
bassador to Israel, Sisa Ngombane, 
under the headline, “For us, Hamas 
is a national liberation movement”. 
The interview has caused a consider-
able brouhaha in Israeli circles.

Barry Shaw, a special consultant 
on delegitimisation issues to The 
Strategic Dialogue Centre at Netanya 
Academic College and the author of 
“Israel Reclaiming the Narrative” 

exploded: “The new SA Ambassador 
needs to get himself an education 
very quickly,” he wrote.

So, too, did Times of Israel blogger 
Zev Shandalov who wrote that while 
Ngombane’s “thoughts and ideas are 
nothing new”, he felt incensed by 
“the mere fact that an ambassador 
to Israel working on our land, made 
such comments”.

Shandalov quotes the ambassador 
as stating: “To drop a few rockets 
that fall in the field and then bring a 
reaction from Israel, for which they 
feel they must have reprisals, is just 

counterproductive.”
“A ‘few rockets’?” wrote an 

incensed Shandalov. “Is he aware 
that thousands of rockets have 
been launched… causing untold 
human damage… how would South 
Africa reply to thousands of rockets 
launched at them from Botswana, 
Namibia or Zimbabwe? Would they 
overlook them or would they ‘feel 
they must have reprisals’?” 

J-Post wrote that when Ngom-
bane took up his post, “he could not 
have come at a more difficult time in 
the bilateral relationship” between 

Israel and South Africa. A “frostiness 
descended on ties between Preto-
ria and Jerusalem,” wrote J-Post, 
as South Africa “has been a vocal 
supporter of the Palestinians and a 
frequent critic of the Jewish State 
and its policies.”

Ngombane is a former ambassador 
to the Ivory Coast and the Congo.

Barry Shaw also lambasted ambas-
sador Ngombane, suggesting the 
diplomat should first look and learn 
before speaking and laying out “ten 
important lessons for the SA ambas-
sador”.

New ambassador shows how not to make friends...
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South African Ambassador to Israel, 
Sisa Ngombane.
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MICHAEL BELLING

There was no doubt that depression was a medical 
illness, clinical psychologist and psychiatrist Dr Frans 
Korb told over 250 people at an event arranged by the 
Chevrah Kadisha Social Services and the Johannes-
burg College of Adult Jewish Education (CAJE) at the 
Sydenham Shul hall recently.

Depression was one of the most common psychi-
atric disorders. A 2004 study found depression to be 
the third most common cause of disability and it was 
probably even higher now.

“Depression is often difficult to diagnose. It is a 
heterogeneous illness with many faces,” Korb said. 

Depression and anxiety often went together. 
Doctors often treated the anxiety, which was easier 
to spot. This was also a problem when patients with 
physical illnesses that accompanied depression went 
to doctors - the depression was often missed. 

Depression could lead to health problems, such as 
heart problems, hypertension, stress and diabetes. 
It also affected the size of the hippocampus in the 
brain; scans have shown that it shrunk in the brains of 
people who suffered from depression 

Depression made brain cells die. Antidepressants 
stimulated the brain so that those brain cells could 
grow again and assisted the electronic impulses that 
made brain cells work and the chemicals between the 
cells that helped them communicate.

“There are no physical tests for depression or 
bipolar disorder, no blood tests or scans to meas-
ure it,” Korb said. It was assessed through clinical 
interviewing.

Common symptoms of clinical depression included 
feeling blue, loss of feelings, loss of libido, loss of in-
terest in work and the inability to experience pleasure. 
These were all psychological symptoms.

Depression could be illustrated as a triad, with 
depressed mood, slowed thinking and slowed moving 
- a triad published as far back as 1899.

Depression was potentially a lethal disorder - 
depressed people sometimes committed suicide. 
Suicide was the second most common cause of death 
in teenagers and was also relatively frequent among 
people over the age of 65

Korb suggested that doctors should place a simple 
diagnostic questionnaire in their waiting rooms for 
patients to complete, as many doctors were too busy 
to do so when seeing the patient.

Treatment required not only medication, but also 
spiritual and psychological aspects as well.

Treatment usually involved a many faceted ap-
proach: pharmacotherapy (medication), only a small 
part of managing a psychiatric illness; psychotherapy; 
family participation; psycho-social intervention, 
such as admission to rehabilitation programme; and 
general medical care - depressed people often did not 
eat properly and lost their immunity.

It was important to find an antidepressant that 
worked for the patient and for the patient to persevere 
with the medication, as depression often recurred if 
the treatment was not followed. 

“Patients need to work at it. Depression will never 
really get better if people do nothing,” Korb said.

Lifestyle was important. Patients had to care for 
themselves by staying active, relaxing and setting 
goals. 

Depression might be more common today because 
the demands of life had become so extreme, he said. 
Many people were unable to cope. 

“Society’s fabric has changed so much, with the 
societal stresses and demands life is putting on us.”
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After many years of negotiations, the Government of Lithuania 
agreed to make compensation payments for Lithuanian Jews who 
survived the Nazi  Holocaust and Soviet terror during World War II. 
The Law on Good Will  Compensation for the Immovable Property 
of Jewish Religious Communities of the Republic of Lithuania has 
designated that LTL 3 million (approximately $1.1 million) shall be 
paid, "to persons of Jewish nationality  who resided in Lithuania 
during the Second World War and suffered from the totalitarian 
regimes during the occupations.“  

To be eligible to receive a payment from the Foundation a person 
must meet the following criteria:
1. The applicant must be of Jewish nationality.
2. The applicant must have resided in the current territory of 

Lithuania during the Second World War (was in hiding, was 
kept in ghettos or concentration camps) or was forced to leave 
Lithuania after the outbreak of the Second World War (was 
evacuated or exiled) or was  banished to Siberia during 1940-
1941 year.

3. The applicant must have a proof that the person was alive as of 
July 19, 2012 or still is.

The criteria and application form are available on the Good Will 
Foundation website on www.gvf.lt

The deadline for submitting applications is September 30, 2013. 
Based  on the number of eligible claimants, the Good Will Founda-
tion will determine the exact amount of individual payments with 
the goal of distributing them by December 31, 2013. Application 
to the Foundation is FREE OF CHARGE.

For information contact:
The Good Will Foundation 

Pylimo str. 4, LT-01117 Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel:+370 52611259 

Email: info@gvf.lt    Website: www.gvf.lt

MICHAEL BELLING

Did the Arab Spring improve the lot of the 
average Arab in the street? She felt it was 
not an Arab Spring, but an Arab winter. 

“It is very big question whether the 
average Arab in the street is better off after 
the Arab Spring. I don’t think so,” journalist 
and Russian TV correspondent in the Middle 
East Paula Slier (pictured) told the United 
Zionist Luncheon Club at Our Parents Home 
last week.

Having left Tahrir Square in Cairo a few 
days earlier, she said the Arab Spring in Egypt 
was not only about political change and the 
overthrow of President Hosni Mubarak; it 
was also about economic change.

The millions who were in Tahrir Square in 
2011 felt their revolution had been hijacked.

She said she was afraid going into Egypt. 
Reporters Without Borders had warned that 
female journalists should not be sent into 
Egypt as it was too dangerous. 

It was also too dangerous, not only for 
women, but for any journalists to stand 
inside the square. The media stood on 
balconies of homes around the square to 
report.

Egypt today was completely divided. 
Earlier this year demonstrators were 
shouting for elected President Mohammed 
Morsi to be removed. After his removal 
(by the military), there were still hundreds 
of thousands of demonstrators there, but 
Morsi supporters were now demonstrating 
elsewhere in Cairo. “Being a Friday,”  she 
said at the UZLC’s lunch on the Friday, 
“there will be violence there today.”

The Morsi supporters argued that he was 

elected democratically - “and they do have 
a point”. 

But the world had been silent since his 
removal from office by the army (on July 
2). The United States had not called Morsi’s 
removal a coup as, under American law, aid 
would have to be stopped in that case and 
with it, American influence.

Morsi was very anti-Israel. Before his 
election he had been the spokesman for the 
Muslim Brotherhood and in 2010 had said 
that Zionist were bloodsuckers, warmongers 
and the sons of apes and pigs.

There was chaos in Egypt and the country 
was full of conspiracies and conspiracy 
theories.

The effect of events in Egypt would be felt 
in Israel, although there was a peace treaty 
on paper - which Slier thought would not be 
broken -  although on the streets it was said 
Israel was racist and a cancer and that the 
peace treaty should be destroyed.

The real problem now for Israel was 
the impact on the Sinai Peninsula, where 
weapons and people, refugees from 
countries like Ethiopia and Sudan, were 
being smuggled.

Slier had managed to visit one of the 
few remaining members of the Jewish 
community in Egypt, an 83-year-old woman 
who suffered from Parkinson’s disease. The 
woman refused to be interviewed in her 
apartment, as her neighbours were Muslim 
Brotherhood members and they all knew 
she was Jewish. 

For her own safety, Slier could not tell 
her she was also Jewish. When she asked 
the woman why she had not gone to Israel, 
she replied she was too scared to go to “that 
little country” and had heard it was only for 
Ashkenazi Jews and not Sephardim.

On another front she pointed out that the 
war in Syria was getting closer and closer to 
Israel. More than 100 000 people had been 
killed and there were millions of refugees, 
mainly to Turkey and Jordan. Many of the 
women were being raped.

“It is incredibly sad what’s happening to 
the Syrian refugees.”

If Bashar al-Assad was removed, the 
whole country was likely to collapse. Assad’s 
enemies included Al-Qaida and the Muslim 
Brotherhood, who were very hostile to 
Israel. They could also get their hands on 
chemical weapons.

Slier: Israel not immune to events in Egypt

Many faces of depression

Aliyah Expo on 
in Jozi and CT 
this month

Journalist and TV presenter Paula Slier.

STAFF REPORTER

The 2013 Aliyah Expo will be on in Johannes-
burg and Cape Town for four days each this 
month and, as usual, Israeli and South African 
experts will be on hand to advise potential olim 
on anything they may require.

This year The Israel Centre South Africa, aptly 
dubbed their annual expo “AliyahNOW”! It will 
run in Johannesburg from August 19 to 22 and 
in Cape Town from August 22 to 25.

“Throughout the week we will be hosting 
representatives from various Israeli institutions 
(and some South African ones) who help and 
enable olim in their aliyah process,” explains 
the Israel Centre’s marketing co-ordinator 
Simone Penn. 

The type of institutional expertise available 
includes representatives from Israeli munici-
palities, property firms, financial institutions 
and tax-law experts.

The purpose of the week is to ensure that 
every possible query and question about mak-
ing aliyah is answered for every possible oleh  - 
from someone who has never even considered 
aliyah before, right through to those whose tick-
ets are already booked. Telfed will be on hand 
to assist prospective olim in any way they can.

There is no charge to attend. One-on-one 
appointments are arranged with delegates they 
would like to meet. Some delegates always 
get fully booked early - so anyone interested 
in making appointments,should call Debbie on 
(011) 645-2560.

One attendee will also win an iPad just for 
attending!
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“It was our success that lead to our decline,” 
is the way National Chairman David Isakow 
describes the falling fortunes of Betar-SA 
over the past decade. “The highest objective in 
Betar is to encourage aliyah,” he explains - and 
the youth movement’s top leadership all made 
aliyah.

That, together with losing their Shaliach in 
2005 and the loss of funding for World Betar 
by the Sochnut after 2008, resulted in the 
once popular organisation all shutting down 
in South Africa after their 2009 year-end 
camp, which was attended by about 50 chan-
nichim.

In 2012 Betar-SA was revived, largely due to 
the efforts of Likud-SA Chairman Leon Reich, 
with the support of the Israel Centre and the 
Zionist Federation.

World Betar is celebrating its 90th anniver-
sary this year. The movement has just held an 
exhibition in Jerusalem which will be starting 
its world-wide tour in Johannesburg next 
week. The exhibition will be officially opened 
by Professor Moshe Arens.

Exactly what caused World Betar’s fund-
ing hiatus for four to five years, is something 
Betarim are not comfortable talking about on 
the record. What is clear, however, is that the 
Sochnut, the Jewish Agency for Israel NGO, 
withheld funding to Betar for several years. 

The Sochnut allocates funds to the various 
youth movements annually (including Israeli 
Arab youth movements). These funds are 
then distributed from Israel to their various 
Diaspora branches. 

In the case of Betar, however, there was a 
concern that the funding allocation in around 
2008 was “misdirected” and that “no more 
funds would be allocated until the money was 
repaid and/or heads rolled”, one Betar leader 
who asked that his name not be published, 
told the Jewish Report.

“This led to the collapse of World Betar,” 
said the source, including in Israel. For several 
years Betar was only active in the US, Canada 

and Australia where it was able to continue on 
its own funding.

In 2011 Sochnut funding to World Betar 
resumed. There is an ideological (and formal) 
relationship between Israel’s ruling Likud 
party and Betar - both of which follow the 
right-wing Zionist policies first espoused by 
Ze’ev Jabotinsky. As chairman of Likud-SA, 
Reich stepped into the breach.

“I found that David Isakow had been on a 
Betar leadership training course for a year 
in Israel,” explains Reich, “and the minute I 
spoke to him, I realised we have a leader here.” 
And so Isakow was appointed national chair-
man of Betar-SA.

Reich and Isakow’s first order of business 
was to identify and appoint a shaliach, to 
identify and train madrichim and only then 
to recruit channichim. “We worked with Israel 
Centre on many of their projects and they 
allocated some funding when we needed it,” 
says Isakow.

In 2012 Betar found just the right shaliach 
- Ori Leizer -  an Israeli who had been working 
on logistics at camps in the US for a very large 
youth movement.

“Now that we have a shaliach and trained 
madrichim, the backing of World Betar, the 
SAZF and Likud-SA,” says Isakow, “the com-
munity have trust in us.”

Betar is a Zionist political right-wing youth 
movement that subscribes to a traditional 
Orthodox view. Its appeal is to secular Jews 
who still want religiosity, says Isakow. At their 
gatherings they always have a rabbi on hand, 
only provide kosher catering and observe 
Shabbos.

They now have a well-trained leadership 
committee of 20 madrichim from matric 
upwards and are planning a rollout event 
to attract channichim in September. They 
are planning to be in a position to hold mini 
machanot over the next two years and a full 
camp at the end of 2014. 

Betar’s Margate campsite was sold off five 
years ago and the money held in abeyance to 
buy a new one when required.

Betar - story of the “Come-back Kid”
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Former SA Betar leaders living in Israel, meet for a quarterly breakfast. By chance, Leon Reich was in Israel last year and Hertzel 
Katz was invited to join them. Pictured, standing are Roi Most (currently CEO of World Betar); Lennie Kohl; Hertzel Katz; Leon 
Reich; Mathew Karp; Bennie Penzik; Harry Brand; Yossie Gaitelband; Dr Eric Lebbanon; and Ivor Woolf. Seated: Dr Hymie Josman; 
Dr Hymie Green; Monty Kramer; and Barney Wainer.

It’s all systems go for this year’s Absa Jewish Achievers banquet, 
which takes place on Thursday August 15 at the Maroela Room, 
Sandton Sun Hotel. 

It promises to be - again - a remarkable function: our prize 
winners are of the highest possible profiles in the broader South 
African community, all the tables are fully booked for this glitz 
and glamour affair, the entertainment is lined up and all the other 
elements to make this an extraordinary event are ready to roll. 

The winners of the Cell C competition for tickets to the 
Achievers, who will be attending with a partner, are (in 
alphabetical order) Jose Bogacz, Melvyn Bookatz, Roni Lea, 
Mohammed Sayanvala, Adrienne Schiff, Bernard Seeff, Witness 
Sibanda, Eddy Steiner, Roni Zidel and a recipient who wishes to 
remain anonymous. Congratulations! 

All systems go for a 
humdinger Absa Jewish 
Achievers banquet

Time: 7:45 pm 

When: 17th August 2013 

(Saturday evening)

RSVP: Miriam Garb

miriam@beyachad.co.za

Tel number (011) 645-2531 

Fax number (011) 640-1992

Donation: R150 

For security reasons ID 

numbers  are required

Attractions:
Betar World Expo

Light Finger Meal (Mehadrin 
Commission)

Don’t miss out on a  
gala evening with  
Moshe Arens

Don’t miss out on a  
gala evening with  
Moshe Arens

The Gala Evening for Moshe Arens  
will now take place at Beyachad

Please note change of venue and time
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Wathint’Abafazi 
Wathint’imbokodo!

Women’s Day is an ode to women, a celebration of 
womanhood. There are many outstanding women 
making huge contributions to the country and society. 

Unfortunately, though, it is not only about 
celebration. The problems specific to women have not 
been resolved in our “enlightened” era. Is this because 
it is still a “man’s world” where women are viewed as 
objects, rather than people?

August 9 recalls the determined 20 000 women who 
marched to the Union Buildings in Pretoria in 1956 to 
protest against legislation requiring black South Africans 
to carry the infamous “dompas”, the document which 
curtailed their freedom of movement during apartheid. 

They sang a protest song composed for the occasion: 
Wathint’Abafazi Wathint’imbokodo! The phrase from 
the song You Strike the Woman, You Strike the Rock has 
come to represent women’s courage and strength.

Given that admirable history, how is it that South 
Africa has become known as the rape capital of the world 
in human rights circles? The appalling reality today is 
that women and child abuse ranks among the foremost 
scourges of the country. We should be ashamed as South 
Africans. 

The statistics make chilling reading. The Department 
of Justice estimates that one out of every four South 
African women is a survivor of domestic violence. 
According to People Opposing Women Abuse, one in 
every six women who die in Gauteng is killed by an 
intimate partner.

In a research project, the Institute of Security Studies 
found that 90 per cent of the women interviewed 
had experienced emotional abuse; 90 per cent had 
experienced physical abuse; 71 per cent had experienced 
sexual abuse; and 60 per cent of all abuse cases were 
committed by partners, lovers or spouses.

In the Jewish community, the figures would seem 
on the surface to be less severe than in the general 
population. But let us not fool ourselves that women 
abuse does not also occur among us. 

In the Jewish world at large, the syndrome of keeping 
such things hushed up and pushed out of sight is 
prevalent. Perpetrators are often not named and victims 
made to feel that exposing them would be undesirable or 
disloyal to their community. So the victim is left to deal 
with the issue herself, and the perpetrator’s personality 
disorders left untreated. 

We tried to put ourselves in the shoes of a woman 
who is being abused, when she needs help urgently, 
during the day or even late at night. Or in the shoes of 
a neighbour who is aware that someone in the house 
next door is being abused. Do they turn to Jewish 
organisations? The police? Organisations in broader 
society? 

There is also the question of who a woman can turn 
to for help on a longer-term basis, to resolve the deeper 
issues, or get back on her feet after leaving an abusive 
situation.

The Jewish Report contacted numerous Jewish welfare 
organisations to ask if they had in place a procedure to 
take that sort of call. Many said - regretfully - that they 
really should have something more organised in place, 
but hadn’t got around to doing it properly. 

A few, however, do have the proper systems and gave 
us phone numbers and the services they offer. We have 
put together a directory of what we found on page 9. 

On a positive note, we also asked several women in 
key positions in various organisations, whether it is 
indeed still a man’s world. Some of their responses are 
published on the facing page.

It is incumbent upon men to educate other men 
about this. As a poster for women’s rights put it: “Real 
men don’t rape.” And emotional abuse of women - 
humiliation, belittling, etc - must never be dismissed as 
“not really serious”. It can destroy a woman, her children 
and her entire family. 

To acknowledge these issues on one day of the year is 
all very well. But without continuous attention to them, 
little is achieved in reality.

Rosh Hashanah is a poignant time of year for 
every Jewish person. It’s a time of retrospection, 
introspection and most of all, a time we should 
look to the next year with joyful optimism and 
inspiration.

With this sentiment at its core, Chabad House 
hosts the annual “Say Yes To a Better Year” event 
just before Rosh Hashanah, on August 20 at 
20:00 in the Maroela Room of the Sandton Sun 
Hotel. There will be a donation of R50 required.

This year Chabad House is hosting Adrian 
Gore, CEO of Discovery; Shimona Tzukernik, 
International Kabbalah coach; Rabbi Ari Shishler; 
and Rabbi Michael Katz.

In the build-up to the event and in the spirit of 
“Say Yes To a Better Year” the “Say Yes” street 
team has been saying “yes” to the fabulous 
things making Jewish Johannesburg what it is! 

So far they have said “yes” to Mooz Brothers, 
KosherWorld, Simba Salt and Vinegar Chips, 
Norwood Mall and of course the Jewish Report, 
to name but a few. With just under two weeks to 
go, we have yet to see what else they say “yes” 
to. Apparently we still have Moishe’s biltong and 
Nando’s to look forward to.

Samples of the product or services selected, 
are handed out at various locations around 
Johannesburg.

The “Say Yes” street team has also been 
selling tickets and giving out badges asking what 
you say “yes” to. By writing this on your badge 
and logging your sentiment with them, you gain 
entry into a draw, whereby in true Miracle Drive 
style, a prize will be awarded at the event. Online 
ticket purchases will also be entered into the 
draw by answering the same question.

If you see the street team, or the “Say Yes” 
truck, take a photo with them, post it to Face-
book, like and tag the Miracle Drive page - prizes 
will be awarded for this.

• �For more information, call (011) 440-6600.

It’s time for all of us to say ‘yes’!

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

Israeli settler leader Dani Dayan has made 
it his mission over the years to warn mem-
bers of Congress, particularly Republicans, 
of the perils of Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks.

Dayan has been a regular visitor to 
Washington, his trips often coinciding 
with developments in the peace process. 
During the Annapolis talks in 2007 – ‘08, 
Dayan would watch Israeli officials as they 
met with the media in the lobby of the 
venerable Mayflower Hotel, just blocks 
from the White House, and then move in 
to offer his own spin.

In June, Dayan met with GOP House 
leaders in a meeting organised with help 
from the Zionist Organisation of America. 
The meeting was followed by a Wash-
ington Jewish Week report that another 
settler leader, Gershon Mesika, met with 
20 Congress members just days before the 
relaunch of peace talks between Israelis 
and Palestinians.

The intensive cultivation of relation-
ships on Capitol Hill appears to be bearing 
fruit.

Within days of talks kicking off in 
Washington last week, Representative 
Matt Salmon (Republican Arizona), a 
freshman who attended the June meeting 
with Dayan, drafted a letter asking the US 
attorney general to hinder the release of 
Palestinian prisoners - a move approved 
by Israel to help kick-start negotiations.

Dayan didn’t ask Salmon to write the 
letter; that request was made by the 
Endowment for Middle East Truth, a con-
servative lobby funded in part by gaming 
billionaire Sheldon Adelson.

But the congressional measures now 
being undertaken to impact the trajectory 
of peace talks have their roots in the warm 
relations that settlers and their American 
friends have forged in Congress over the 
past two decades.

“It was important to meet with the 
Yesha people,” a GOP official said of the 
June meeting, using the Hebrew acronym 
for the settlers’ council, “to find out who 
the settlers are, what they feel obstacles to 
peace are, what Judea and Samaria means 
from a historical perspective.”

In addition to Salmon’s letter, a peren-
nial effort to tighten a 1995 law requiring 
the United States to move its embassy 
to Jerusalem reappeared just as talks 
resumed. The strengthened law would 
remove a presidential waiver that has 
enabled successive presidents to delay the 
move on the grounds of national security.

 Members of Congress behind both ini-

tiatives deny that the measures - neither 
in timing nor in substance - are intended 
to scuttle the peace talks. On the contrary, 
the lawmakers say they are intended to 
improve the chances of success for the 
talks by strengthening Israel’s bargaining 
position and making American parameters 
clear to the Palestinians.

“There will never be clear sailing as long 
as there are people who do not recognise 
Israel as a Jewish nation,” said Repre-
sentative Doug Lamborn (Republican 
Colorado), one of the sponsors of the new 
Jerusalem bill.

But the settler leaders and the right-
wing pro-Israel groups that support them 
are more blunt about their objectives.

“I told the congresspersons that the 
strategic choice that John Kerry made to 
go on with the conventional peace process 
to try to renew negotiations… will have 
catastrophic consequences for the Ameri-
can national interests,” Dayan said.

“Because when he fails - and he will fail 
- the fact that the secretary of state of the 
United States failed will be noticed very 
clearly in Tehran and in Damascus and in 
Moscow and in Pyongyang.”

Daniel Mandel, director of ZOA’s Centre 
for Middle East Policy, said his group was 
gearing up to push back against talks it be-
lieved were doomed because the Palestin-
ians remained unwilling to accept Israel’s 
existence as a Jewish state.

“Our strategy now that negotiations 
have resumed is to unblinkingly focus on 
the unregenerative nature of Abbas’ Pales-
tinian Authority,” Mandel said, referring 
to Mahmoud Abbas, the P.A. president.

Efforts to exert congressional pressure 
to affect the outcome of peace talks are 
not new.

Following the launch of the Oslo peace 
process in the early 1990s, right-wing 
Israelis and their allies helped pass a con-

gressional bill that would move the Ameri-
can embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
- a move that would buttress Israeli claims 
to the city whose ultimate fate was to be 
determined by Israelis and Palestinians.

A separate bill sought to prevent US 
troops from patrolling the Golan Heights 
to help cement a peace deal with Syria. 
Yitzhak Rabin, then the Israeli prime 
minister, expressed his frustration at both 
moves.

Back then, the right-wingers had 
mainstream allies; the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee lobbied for the 
Jerusalem law. AIPAC did not respond to 
requests for comment on the new Jerusa-
lem bill, which is backed by the ZOA.

Republican House officials say their 
members are deeply sceptical about the 
renewed talks, which were launched after 
an intensive round of shuttle diplomacy 
by Kerry. Sensitive to Republican mis-
trust of President Barack Obama’s foreign 
policy agenda, Dayan said he attempted 
to persuade House leaders that the peace 
process would harm US interests.

“I would like Congress to explain to the 
State Department that this is a morally 
improper way to conduct diplomacy,” 
Dayan in an interview this week.

Sarah Stern, the director of the Endow-
ment for Middle East Truth, said her 
primary concern was for the families of 
those killed by the released prisoners, but 
she acknowledged there was a dividend in 
alerting Americans to the dangers of the 
peace process.

“I can’t petition the Israeli government 
as an American citizen, I can only petition 
our officials,” Stern said. “But as a sidebar, 
it’s painful to see Israel has to go through 
so much just to get the Palestinians to sit 
down, and it’s a very sad thing that Israel 
has been subject to so much pressure by 
Kerry.” (JTA)

Peace talks: Right-wing intensifies 
efforts to influence outcome

Dani Dayan, a leader of Israel’s Yesha settlers council, makes a point at a meeting with 
Republican congressional leaders in Washington, on June 27.
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Say yes to a better year



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS!

THESE 10 CELL C CUSTOMERS HAVE EACH  
WON DOUBLE TICKETS TO THE ABSA JEWISH 
ACHIEVERS AWARDS BANQUET ON THE 15TH  
OF AUGUST, VALUED AT R5,000 EACH.

1. RONI LEA 
2. ANONyMOUS 
3. BERNARD SEEFF 
4. WITNESS SIBANDA  
5. RONI ZIDEL 

6. MOHAMMED SAyANVALA 
7. EDDy STEINER 
8. ADRIENNE SCHIFF  
9. JOSE BOGACZ 
10. MELVyN BOOKATZ

OFFICIAL PARTNER OF THE ABSA JEWISH ACHIEVERS AWARDS

cellc.co.za
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Are women finally accepted as equals on all levels?
On August 9, 1956, 20 000 South African women, led by Lilian Ngoyi, Helen Joseph, Rahima Moosa and Sophie Williams, marched in their masses to the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria, to protest against the proposed amendments to the pass laws. Apartheid was rife, the world was in a state of madness: this week, the SA 
Jewish Report approached several women employed in high ranking professional or vocational positions, the kind of jobs that in a previous era would generally 

have been occupied by men. And we asked them if things had changed.

Community Voices

Sara Gon, former 
Justice of the Labour 
Courts of South Africa 
and co-founder of 
the Johannesburg 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra: “It depends. 
In SA it is, if you are 
uneducated. You are 
more likely to be poor 
and subject to the 
power of headmen 
and husbands or 
boyfriends.

“For educated 
women life is more 

equitable if not completely equal. Most companies treat 
women equally and respectfully. The unfair labour practice 
jurisdiction sorts out many anomalies. 

“There’s much hand wringing and breast-beating about 
women occupying so few positions of power in corporates. 
Sometimes it is about the glass ceiling and chauvinism. 
But there is an issue never discussed: by the time women 
reach the point where they can become company directors, 
they don’t want to. “They learn that corporate life is not the 
be-all and end-all. They want to strike out in different, more 
creative, directions after years of climbing the ladder. They 
want a greater quality of home life. Working 18 hours a day, 
seven days a week, at the beck and call of a corporate is not 
terribly attractive.”

Lisa Chait, co producer SABC3 Series I Am Woman 
Leap of Faith: “Of course it is, but us gals are definitely 
bringing up the rear. Remarkable strides have been 
made on many fronts and the number of women in key 
positions is still on the increase. 

“Point is, we shouldn’t have had to be on the back foot 
to start with! So I say: ‘Viva jobs-based-on-pure-merit-
across-the-board, Viva!’ Here’s another thing: Women 
need to step up and join conversations. Shabbos table 
conversations around politics, for example, still sees 
women sitting quietly while the men hold the fort. 

“I know that women these days are perfectly up to 
speed with what’s going on, certainly enough to venture 
an opinion! But old habits die hard. Don’t hold back girls, 
the old times are past.”

Marcelle Ravid, Johannesburg 
City Councillor for Ward 73: “Yes, it 
is certainly still a man’s world - but 
with a difference. The old chauvinistic 
self-righteousness still exists among 
the old school who can behave badly 
towards women who threaten them, 
but the boys’ club is not woman-proof 
anymore.

“Statistics in the work place show 
that women are becoming more 
successful, but still remain a minority 
in power positions. It always perturbs 

me, though, that positions safeguarded for women, means that not all 
women are appointed on the basis of their competence and this makes the 
rules of the game different. 

“This clouds the call for equality. I wait for the day that everyone is 
appointed for their ability to do the job and not because of their gender.”

Bonita Meyersfeld, Associate 
Professor of Law at Wits 
University and Head of Gender 
at the Centre of Applied Legal 
Studies: “Yes, it is still a man’s 
world; the difference is that now 
we have a pretense of equality 
that is yet to be implemented 
in practice. Individuals are still 
judged by their sex and not by 
their individual capacities.”



Yichus: The rabbanut system is plainly not working

In lauding the Israeli rabbanut’s assurance of yichus, Rabbi Steven 
Krawitz has erred on the side of what is arguably the most despised 
institution among Israelis -  one that, being state-sponsored, is de 
facto part of the government.  

Ironically, the rabbanut has virtually no following, having alien-
ated its original constituency, the religious Zionists.  

Haredim, for their part, follow their own gedolim. Detractors are 
justifiably angered by the heavy-handed rabbanut kashrut supervi-
sors pushing restaurateurs away from supervision; the nepotis-
tic way rabbanut elections and appointments are held; and the 
disgraceful treatment of converts. Clearly we see all the signs of an 
institution that needs to be dissolved.

The Israeli rabbanut is a political organisation, a state-sponsored 
church, in essence. Yet, Israel as a country is made up of a wide 
range of Jewish groups with different definitions and determina-
tions of what being Jewish means.  

Why should any one faction impose its view on everyone else, 
even on matters of yichus? And as much as many people prefer to 
trust the supervision of independent kashrut bodies over that of 
the rabbanut, surely in determining yichus we should expect the 
same thing?  

Whether you’re haredi, Orthodox, Masorti, Progressive, secular, 
or Karaite, you’d be more likely to rely on the yichus determina-
tions of the leaders you know, follow and trust, than those of a 
centralised institution subject to the whims of political expediency.  

Krawitz himself admits that the rabbanut’s system isn’t work-
ing, when he mentions Israelis seeking self-determination over 
marriage, and having civil weddings in Cyprus. Besides, using state 
institutions to enforce matters of bloodline and pedigree, has dan-
gerous precedent. Surely unintentionally, Rabbi Krawitz’s logic has 
stumbled into the foundations of apartheid.

Jared Joel, Sydenham

Deafening silence about the ANC’s ‘missing question’

Once again, this time in the Jewish Report of August 2, we are 
beating up on ourselves for our “failure to confront apartheid” 
in the article “Liliesleaf combats amnesia”, and to lesser extent 
in the editorial.

When looking at our response to apartheid we should con-
sider that the pro rata number of Jewish Struggle activists was 
much higher than any other “white grouping”; that considering 
our history of persecution, and in particular the Nationalist’s 
anti -Semitic activities around the period of the Second World 
War, we could fear giving the idea that we were anti-state 
(when the Nationalists came to power); the sole anti-apartheid 
voice in parliament for many years was voted in by a largely 
Jewish constituency; Madiba singles us out for praise in Long 
Walk to Freedom; personal anecdotes about our community’s 
interaction with the disenfranchised during apartheid. 

To think that we should have outscored other privileged  

 
groups by even more during the apartheid years is elitist.

Referring to the article, “Liliesleaf combats amnesia”, in my 
view the submission by Rabbi Cyril Harris to The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission should not be read as an apology 
but rather as including something of an apology, which I think 
is appropriate. While, from an organisational point of view, this 
submission was provided by the UOS, it refers to anti-apartheid 
voices from Reform as well.

Why must we alone be under such scrutiny?
The missing question surely is: What did the ANC do about 

the final solution? The ANC was founded in 1912: why do I 
never hear this question? I am not that interested in the answer 
to the missing question but rather in its absence.

Errol Berman
Johannesburg

Disclaimer
The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be expressed. Opinions 
articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff or 
directors of the Jewish Report. 

Guidelines for letters
Letters up to 400 words get preference. Provide your full name, place of residence, and daytime contact phone 
number. We do not publish letters under noms de plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be 
edited or shortened. The Editor, PO Box 84650, Greenside, 2034  email: sharon@sajewishreport.co.za
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Those mentioned in letter are not ‘virulently anti-Jewish’

It’s not clear whether the letter writer or 
the editor chose the headline, “Virulent 
anti-Jewish campaigners have no place 
on JR pages” (Jewish Report August 2), 
but it is wrong and misleading. 

None of the people mentioned in the 
letter (Goldberg, Esack, Greenstein, 
Horwitz, Esakov) have ever expressed an 
anti-Jewish opinion or waged an anti-
Jewish campaign. What we have done 
is voice criticism of the State of Israel’s 
policies of occupation  and its oppressive 
practices against Palestinians in the 1967 
occupied territories and within Israel  

 
itself. 

In doing that, we have joined hundreds 
of thousands of Israeli citizens - Jews 
and Arabs alike - who have made use of 
their democratic right to protest their 
state’s policies. 

Some of these policies bear similarity 
to those undertaken by the apartheid 
government in South Africa, for example, 
the violent dispossession of tens of thou-
sands of Bedouin citizens in accordance 
with the recently adopted Prawer Plan.

Or, there’s the ongoing Israeli military 
rule over millions of Palestinian subjects,  

 
who are denied basic political and civil 
rights in the territories occupied by Israel 
in 1967.

In the same way that campaigners 
against the apartheid regime in South 
Africa were not “anti-white” or “anti-
Afrikaner”, so are current campaigners 
against Israeli anti-democratic practices 
fighting for the extension of human 
rights to all, regardless of their race, 
ethnicity and religion.

Ran Greenstein
University of the Witwatersrand

Dangerous to conflate anti-
Semitism with speaking out on 
Israeli policies

I write in response to Janine Goodson’s letter 
“Virulent anti-Jewish campaigners have no 
place on JR pages” (August 2). The argument 
made is that Jews who hold positions on 
Israel and Zionism that contradict the organ-
ised Jewish consensus, are anti-Jewish and 
therefore should be silenced. 

For many reasons this is deeply concern-
ing. It is dangerous to conflate anti-Semitism 
with speaking out against Israeli policies - 
and of course that is not to ignore how some 
may misuse this space. 

Speaking out against injustice, regardless of 
who perpetrates it, is a value that is integral 
to Judaism. It also weakens the necessary 
ability to challenge genuine acts and expres-
sions of anti-Semitism, and can be perceived 
as a tool to silence dissident positions. 

I acknowledge that this may be difficult 
for many in the community to recognise, but 
the public stands that many of us take, are 
primarily rooted in and driven by a deep con-
cern and by our understanding of our Jewish 
values. 

We are all painfully aware of the extent to 
which these spaces have become polarised 
and divisive. Unfortunately, shutting down 
spaces for debate and engagement within 
the community has the danger of fostering 
distrust, radicalising positions on both sides 
and stamping out a proud tradition of critical 
thinking.

And we must then ask, what are the impli-
cations for Jewish values and our future as 
Jews when we are too fearful to have these 
discussions? As a community, I hope that we 
can create the necessary spaces that can allow 
us to embark on these very painful conversa-
tions.  

Heidi-Jane Esakov
Johannesburg

‘Those of us who stood back, were ultimately wrong’

Once again we are confronted with yet another 
debate which is centred on those members of 
our Jewish community who stood up in their 
affirmation of the rights of the oppressed, 
versus those who chose to stand aside without 
protest. 

It appears that this discussion is destined to 
continue for as long as a South African Jewish 
community exists. 

On the surface the issues are clear: those 
Jews who risked life and limb in opposing the 
apartheid regime did what their conscience dic-
tated, and, ultimately stood tall in the pursuit 
of their goal.  

Their moral fibre is beyond question and, 
secretly, many of us who chose to silently 
observe, would, in all probability wish to be 
counted among them now that the danger in 
doing so has passed.

Just as we now look accusingly at those Euro-
peans (and others), who failed to lift a finger to 
save the lives of Hitler’s victims, us Jews from 
the apartheid era periodically find the spotlight 
focused blindingly on our own backs as we face 
a similar accusation.

No single answer can lay this to rest. 
While, whenever it suits us, we are quick 

to remind our critics that Jews were dispro-
portionate in the fight against apartheid and, 
through them, we eagerly seek to associate 
ourselves with their noble deeds, we are quick 
to attack these self-same activists when they 
turn their attention to Israel and accuse it of a 
similar persecution and oppression. 

To them, despite the vastly different political 
issues involved, persecution remains persecu-
tion and should therefore be viewed in the 
same light.

This is where I, for one, differ, as the moral 
and historic issues involved in both cases are of 
a vastly different nature and should, in all fair-
ness, be seen as such.

The time has come to accept that, in the 
South African context, the Denis Goldbergs of  

 
this world were undeniably brave. 

They did the right thing and should be unre-
servedly commended for it.  

It is largely through the actions and sacrifices 
of men and women of their mettle that the rest 
of us now live in this country in freedom and 
peace. 

Those of us who failed in this capacity, for 
whatever reason, should undoubtedly recognise 
them for their unwavering commitment to the 
pursuit of human rights. 

Also, we should drop our ongoing posture of 
self-defence and finally admit that those of us 
who stood back, were ultimately wrong, what-
ever the reasons. Anyone who stands up against 
tyranny deserves accreditation and  
appreciation.

But the fact that not all of us are equipped 
morally, physically or emotionally, to adopt the 
same role, is an anomaly of human nature and 
should also be accepted as such. 

In truth, I believe that the negativity we 
sometimes accord these activists is motivated 
more by our personal embarrassment and feel-
ings of inadequacy than anything else. 

During the Holocaust, the most ordinary 
people were both the saviours of Jews as well as 
their killers. 

However, in the context of Israel I am unable 
to be as magnanimous. I believe that much of 
the criticism levelled against that country vis-
à-vis human rights, is flippant, hypocritical and 
dishonest, based as it is on the premise that 
what applied to South Africa inevitably applies 
elsewhere.

It is for this reason that I openly hail the role 
of Denis Goldberg, “Apartheid Fighter”, but 
question his readiness to align himself with 
those who seek to weaken and ultimately de-
stroy the Jewish homeland. Let the two issues 
not be conflated. 

Victor Gordon
Pretoria

Western society is rolling 
back standards of social 
behaviour

In the article on Prof Barry Schoub, 
“Science, religion not mutually exclu-
sive”, in last week’s SAJR, he explains 
that science and religion need not be 
exclusive... “in an attempt to delve 
into complex existential and moral 
questions”.

It is these “moral questions” which 
need addressing. Western society 
is progressively rolling back the 
standards of the norms of social be-
haviour. In many circles extramarital 
sex, gambling, taking hallucinogenic 
drugs, severe financial indebtedness, 
workaholism, flaunting of (conspicu-
ous) wealth, tender collusion among 
the captains of industry, collusions 
among workers fronting as trade 
unions, etc, are considered normal.

The intellectuals of the West are 
leading a drive to prove religion is su-
perfluous and in some cases writing 
about religion is deleterious.

JM Roberts in “History of the 
World” (page 260) writes:“Often 
disguised or muted, the (Christian) 
influence runs through all the great 
creative processes of the last 1 500 
years, almost incidentally, it defined 
Europe.” He continues: “The Jewish-
ness of Christianity is fundamen-
tal...”

According to Dr Roberts (general 
editor of the Short Oxford History of 
the Modern World) religion played 
a major role in our progressions to 
Western civilisation. The question is: 
Where are we going in the absence of 
religion?

John Brenner
Johannesburg

The surname is Glaun and not Galaun: The story on Bloemfontein’s Jewish community in last week’s paper, contains an error.  
A certificate of appreciation was presented to Gerald and Minnie Glaun and not Galaun. We regret the error.
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Johannesburg
The Chevrah Kadisha is the one community organisation 
most Jewish people in need will turn to. Here are appropriate 
telephone numbers on a 24-hour basis.

The Chev offers comprehensive assistance to Jewish women 
facing hardships. Challenges can arise as a result of domestic 
violence, abuse, divorce, abandonment or for a multitude of 
other reasons. Help is provided in the form of crisis interven-
tion, safe shelter, financial support or counselling. In many 
cases a combination of these services is required.

Those who attend the Chev’s Divorce Support Group receive 
structured, practical and emotional guidance on a variety of 
topics.

Women in need of counselling can contact a professional 
therapist during office hours on (011) 532-9616; on the 
after-hours hotline on 082-499-1010 or by e-mail on intake@
jhbchev.co.za. Financial Assistance Services can be reached on 
(011) 532-9710.

Other appropriate numbers in Johannesburg

LifeLine: (011)-728-1347
POWA 24 hr no: 0800 150 150
CSO Emergency: 086 18000 18
Hatzolah 24 hour line: 083-222-1818

The Union of Jewish Women has been providing “Comfort 
Packs” to rape survivors for over 18 years. These packs contain 
clean clothing, new underwear and toiletries such as soap, a 
toothbrush and toothpaste, sanitary towels and a face cloth. 
Where possible, “luxury items” such as deodorant and body 

lotions are included. In addition, a soft cuddly toy is provided 
for the raped and abused children - girls as well as boys. 

The UJW’s aim is to help to restore dignity to women and 
children who have fallen prey to the horrific scourge of rape 
and abuse, and to help soften the trauma as much as possible.

Contact: Tel JHB UJW OFFICE (011) 648-1053

Cape Town 
The UJW in Cape Town has refurbished a Comfort Room at 
the Milnerton Police Station and also supports one in Stel-
lenbosch. The UJW collects items and pack rape kits which 
are distributed to Rape Crisis Clinics and other appropriate 
organisations. 
CAPE TOWN UJW OFFICE  (021) 434-9555;  
	
Jewish Community Services in Cape Town is an organisa-
tion which is part of a Cape Town Jewish community-wide 
education and awareness campaign to combat domestic and 
gender violence and abuse (GBV&A), both within the Jewish 
community and broader South African society.

Organisations that are taking part in the campaign, include 
the Cape SA Jewish Board of Deputies, Bnoth Zion WIZO, the 
Union of Jewish Women, United Herzlia Schools, the United 
Orthodox Synagogues, Temple Israel, Jewish Care Cape, 
SAUJS and Jewish Community Services. 

Professionals from all of these organisations, including 
rabbis, teachers, social workers and community leaders can be 
contacted by anyone who is a victim of abuse, or to be alerted 
of such issues by a concerned family member or friend.

If you are a survivor or victim of gender violence or abuse 
or concerned about a family member or friend, then call the 

gender-based violence and abuse line on 072-538-6871. Your 
confidentiality is assured. 

Other organisations to contact are Jewish Community 
Services, which is available for the entire Western Cape region 
(021) 462-5520 and the Women’s Legal Centre (021) 424-
5660 for lists of counsellors and professionals in your area.

For more information of the Cape Town GBV&A campaign, 
visit www.capebod.org.za/gbva 

Durban
Durban Jewish Social Services (DJSS) has been looking 
after the needs of the community since its establishment 
in 1898. Ongoing projects include kosher mobile meals, 
financial relief and rehabilitation, crisis and statutory 
intervention.

In particular, the DJSS and its social worker, are there to 
assist any women in the community experiencing financial 
or emotional problems. 

Tel: (031) 202-6409 or e-mail djss@idialup.co.za 
The various shuls in Durban can also be reached out to a 

time of crisis at the following numbers:  
• Temple David: (031) 208-6105
• �Durban United Hebrew Congregation: (031) 201-5177 or 

e-mail duhc@iafrica.com
 • �Chabad of the North Coast: (031) 561-2487 or e-mail 

chabadnc@global.com 

Durban UJW is involved with packing and supplying care 
bags to the Umbilo Police Station and have also given these 
bags to the Bobbi Bear Foundation for abused children.

Contact: Tel DURBAN UJW OFFICE ( 031) 335 4457

Women in crisis: where to turn to
!

!

Women’s Day is an appropriate time to look at women abuse in all its ugly facets. There are so many faces to this scourge: physical, mental... And if a woman needs 
help, usually urgently and often in the dead of night, who can she turn to? Are there appropriate structures in the community to deal with it and ease the trauma  

- which often also involves children? The Jewish Report has compiled an easy to follow directory of services available. It is by no means complete,  
but we are sure anyone in need of help will find at least one number to dial for help.!
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Exhibition: “Tree of Life”, an exhibition by Loren 
Hodes and Ilan Ossendryver, Rabbi Cyril Harris 
Community Centre, Oaklands (011) 728-8088), 
until September 1

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

Contemporary local artist Loren Hodes and 
photographer Ilan Ossendryver have collaborated 
to produce an exhibition which explores trees in 
their physical, spiritual and metaphorical aspects. 
It’s generally a strong show, thwarted a little by 
inconsistencies and twee-ness. 

While Ossendryver shows a body of eight 
pieces, some of which contemplate light and the 
fractious surrounds of trees, Hodes’ work enfolds 

it with some 30 paintings and drawings. 
In one of Ossendryver’s pieces, a grand baobab 

explodes within the format of the composition. It’s 
a hugely celebratory work that grabs you by the 
heart and makes your emotions soar. 

The show stumbles a little with literalness, in 
the case of Hodes’ paintings that engage kab-
balistic interpretations of the idea of the Tree of 
Life, where we see a Torah scroll floating within 
the branches of a tree, or elements of the Temple, 
for instance, but it drifts mellifluously from this 
when thematically the work is allowed to reach 
beyond literal interpretations of what the Tree of 
Life can mean.

In Tree of Fire, for instance, we see Hodes cre-
ating a complex tree, overwhelmingly red, impec-

cably strong in its sense of life. It’s a small work 
in mixed media, but it holds you like few others. 

While there’s a great spirit of experimentation 
in this considerably sized show, many works skirt 
on whimsical lines and such clear homage is paid 
to Vincent van Gogh in one of the pieces, it seems 
uncomfortable. Also, Hodes tends to sign her work 
in a manner so bold and so legible that it affects 
your eye’s ability to sally untrammeled through 
her work. 

The exhibition concludes with another Ossend-
ryver work, entitled “The Last Remaining Jews of 
Ethiopia”, which draws from the photographer’s 
work in the region, but gives fulsomeness to an 
understanding of the idea of Tree of Life. Here we 
see many Ethiopian men, ensconced in talleisim; 

the values of growth and fruition flow from its 
compositional width and depth.

Tree of Fire by Loren Hodes, in mixed media.

Hodes and Ossendryver explore the Tree of Life

ROBYN SASSEN

His photos hit you in the solar plexus: they’re shocking 
yet superficially sedate like the work of 20th century 
Belgian surrealist painter Rene Magritte. Inimitably 
staged, but sliding around direct interpretation, flirting 
with a sense of artifice and a concomitant sense of 
violence, the images tell stories, but they’re not his: 
photographer, Michael Meyersfeld, who’s been exhib-
iting since 1975, is impatient with giving explanations.

Having hosted a retrospective at Absa Gallery last 
year, Meyersfeld, who is notorious for controversy and 
published “Gaze”, a visual essay on homosexuals in 
society recently, is embarking on a curious project 
which intertwines his Jewish heritage with the forces 
that have bruised it and embraced it, historically.

The story reaches across three generations and two 
continents: “My grandfather, Berthold was a banker in 
Braunschweig, Germany. His son, Herbert, my father, 
grew up with a non-Jewish boy: Richard Borek; their 
fathers went to school together.

“The D Meyersfeld Bank was founded in 1838 by 
my great grandfather, Bernhard. It was housed in a 
well-respected landmark. It was a well-respected 

institution. Until the global depression of 1929. Like 
countless other institutions and individuals, the Mey-
ersfeld Bank was a casualty. From one day to the next, 
the family lost everything.

“There was one exception: they were able to retain 
the building that had housed the bank. Meyersfeld’s 

grandmother turned the building into the Meyersfeld 
Café, forbidding the swastika to be raised on her build-
ing in 1933, when the Nazis came into power.

“My father left Germany and eventually arrived in 
South Africa in 1936; he married my mother in 1939 
in Johannesburg.” And life carried on.

“I became a great friend of Richard junior (my con-
temporary); his son Richard celebrated his 21st birth-
day in our home in Johannesburg.” 

The Borek family made their fortune in stamps and 
coins and later, property. Speaking of how Jewish and 
German identity were connected and how he had to 
weather having had a generations-long family tie dis-
paraged as “that Nazi”, Meyersfeld acknowledges an 
intellectual process he went through in understanding 
that not every German was a Nazi.

Meyersfeld’s contemporary, Richard Borek has in-
vited him to host a four-month-long retrospective of 
his work in Braunschweig. It’s a very art-savvy city, 
with one of the most important international art uni-
versities in its midst. But this isn’t any ordinary pres-
tigious exhibition: it will be housed in the building 
which was Meyersfeld’s family’s bank.

“It is empty but immaculate,” Meyersfeld, who 
leaves South Africa to install his show, early in Sep-
tember, recalls the 10-roomed house, which he first 
visited as a 19 year old.  “In many ways, it is like this 
Meyersfeld is coming home. The exhibition will be 
held in the home my father was born in on September 
11, nearly a hundred years after his birth.”

Meyersfeld’s gutsy show resonates with his German history

Untitled, by Michael Meyersfeld, one of the works which will be shown in Braunschweig next month.

ROBYN SASSEN

Wearing a miscellany of accesso-
ries, drawing from all over the cul-
tural radius, fashion designer Tzvi 
Karp, 26, is the kind of person 
you might want to photograph if 
you see him in the street, simply 
because he looks so outrageously 
beautiful. 

“I call my own style sikh-punk,” 
he grins through his long beard, 
white turban, pierced septum 
connected to his ear with a 
spiked chain, not to mention a 
safety pin-adorned T-shirt under 
a leather jacket. The ensemble 
comes together with Doc Martens 
boots. “I don’t do yoga. My fash-
ion decisions are purely aesthetic,” 
he says.

“I always wanted to do some-
thing creative in my life,” he 
explains how he wowed both the 
SA Fashion Week and the Mer-
cedes Benz Fashion Week with his 
graduating collection of designs 
from the London International 
School of Fashion (LISOF) in 
2011. “Fine art seems to have lost 
its direction. Design is limited to 
rules, which you get to break.

“I was thrown in the deep end: 
directly after my graduation; SA 
Fashion Week’s Lucille Booysens 
commissioned me to showcase a 

new collection for the next season. 
And Mercedes Benz Fashion Week, 
under Dr Precious Moloi-Motsepe 
asked to show my graduating col-
lection, which was themed around 
human trafficking. It comprised 
things like a dress three models 
wore simultaneously, examining 
how body space can be linked. 

“My design aesthetic is experi-
mental and conceptual. Commer-
cialism doesn’t interest me. Not 
now. It’s one of the advantages on 
this level. You do not have to focus 
on a target market; instead you get 
to explore architectural possibili-
ties of what you are making. 

“My design ideas might mu-

tate within a commercial sphere 
to be more practical. And other 
designers might work with them, 
altering hemlines and necklines. 
Changes are corruptions but they 
do not hurt the designer; they’re 
about the business of fashion.

“I’m inspired by the body itself: 
designing fashion is about telling 

a story; I’m also governed in the 
work I do by my process and what 
I can afford.

“The broader fashion design 
industry is a multi-billion dollar 
one, catering to a specific market. 
A designer is assumed to have 
premonitions, but I choose to 
distance myself from that. 

“I’m influenced by many things, 
from inner city kids to religious 
Jews.” His studio is in the city 
centre. “I love being in the heart 
of Johannesburg with all its crazi-
ness.

In clothing himself, he enjoys 
eclecticism: “I purchase wherever 
possible in vintage or second hand 
shops. In calling my personal 
style ‘sikh-punk’, I juxtapose the 
tranquility of the East with the 
hostility of punk culture. People 
stare at me all the time! I love 
‘making you look’.

“I identify very strongly with 
being Jewish. I love how religious 
Jews are so distinctive and sepa-
rate from a general aesthetic. They 
have their own, immensely proud 
and dignified context.”

Karp showed new designs with 
Mercedes Benz Fashion Week, 
earlier this year. He’s currently on 
deadline with a new collection for 
them, which launches in October, 
with 18 new looks

Tzvi Karp fashion designer’s style is “sikh punk”
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Fashion designer Tzvi Karp and runway shots from his recent collection.                                Photo of Tzvi by Gavin Goodman
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Our Jewish brides in a class of their own
Photographs come in steadily for the Jewish Report’s exciting and prestigious Bride of the Year 2013 competition. Enticing prizes - with 
details to be announced at a later date - await the winning bridal couple. Come on brides, share your glorious moment with our readers 
and also stand a chance to win some of our mouth-watering prizes! The rules of the competition explain the simple procedure to be 
followed. At the bottom is a printed entry form to accompany your entry.

HOTTESS
Food warmer with dual elements

Rules:
1.�Entries close at the end of November 2013. (The exact date will be announced later.) All brides 

married between January 2013 and November 2013, are eligible for entry.
2. �Brides must be present in South Africa at the time of judging.
3. �The only photographs permitted for entry, are those submitted by the bride herself, or by her 

photographer with her explicit permission. All entries MUST be signed by the bride herself.
4. �Photographs will be printed within the time frame and discretion of the Jewish Report.

5. �Photographs for submission, must be in high resolution PDF and JPEG.
6. �The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
7. �Members of Jewish Report and competition sponsors, will not be allowed to vote on family 

member entries.
8. �Very important: Please note that all photographs MUST be submitted to brides@sajewishreport.

co.za - a form is available on www.sajewishreport.co.za
Send the photos to: Attention: Susan at brides@sajewishreport.co.za

Talia Singer
Groom’s name: Ashley Gritzman
Place of chuppah: Mizrachi Shul
Date of wedding: January 24, 2013
Photographer: Mario Sales

Amanda Blankfield
Groom’s name: 	 Justin Adam Koseff 
Place of chuppah: Urban Tree, Kramerville
Date of wedding: May 26, 2013
Photographer: Lisa Skinner

Jhana Searll

Groom’s name: Jonathan Weltman
Place of chuppah: The Grand Cafe and 
Beach, Granger Bay, Cape Town
Date of wedding: April 28, 2013
Photographer: Jean Pierre Uys

Tamsyn Bernath
Groom’s name: Jonathan Sweidan
Place of chuppah: Killarney Country Club
Date of wedding: March 7, 2013
Photographer: Mandelle Bernstein

Ashleigh (Ariella) Gawronsky
Groom’s name: Rabbi Nissen Goldman
Place of chuppah: Great Synagogue, 
Gardens, Cape Town
Date of wedding: July 21, 2013
Photographer: Guy Lerner 

PRIZE SPONSORS
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REFRESH

�Rabbi Dr
�Benny Lau

Launch Elul with one of the foremost 
minds in the Jewish world today

Thursday morning 15 August/ 
Monday evening 19 August

Jeremiah – the fate of a prophet
Sunday evening 18 August

Tzion is redeemed in 
righteousness — where should 
we start doing Teshuva?
Tuesday evening 20 August

The Lau family heritage — what it 
means to be a Lau and a Rabbi

For more information:

Tel: 011 485 3624 
Email: info@TheAcademy.org.za 
Web: TheAcademy.org.za

In association with Mizrachi South Africa and the 
London School of Jewish Studies 
(President: Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Dean: Dr. Raphael Zarum

R30 per session. See our website for details of 
these and other events with Rabbi Lau.
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LEIBEL BAUMGARTEN

Camp Gan Yisrael, run under the auspices of Chabad 
House, continued its growth with more than 450 children 
enjoying two weeks of fun, trips and Jewish education 
during the holidays. 

As part of the programme, children spent 67 minutes 
on Nelson Mandela’s birthday (on July 18) making sand-
wiches for distribution to impoverished children in the 
Malatjlie township near Lanseria Airport.

Camp Gan Yisrael is “driven” in part by Chabad House’s 
Miracle Drive, directed by Rabbis David Masinter and 
Michael Katz. The programme has already sponsored 
numerous efforts on behalf of the residents of Malatjlie.

“Madiba spent his life working to better the lives of oth-
ers,” explained camp directors Rabbi Pini and Rochie Pink 
to the children at the time. “We are going to spend a few 
minutes following in those footsteps and do something 
great for needy children in his honour.”

Camp Gan Yisrael has become a household name 
throughout the Johannesburg Jewish community and 
each year it is growing steadily. 

The programme includes trips to the Aquadome and ice 
skating, along with Jewish pride-themed activities and 
games. 

Head staff hailing from as far away as California, led 
a team of devoted and energetic staff in giving the kids 
a most memorable experience. Abba Raichik and Yossi 
Richler headed the boys’ division; Esty Wineberg and 
Chomi Lisbon the girls’ and Chanie Spielman and Mushky 
Grossman, the kiddie camp. 

Camp Gan Yisrael pays warm 
tribute to Nelson Mandela

Ph
ot

o:
 M

en
di

 K
at

z

Having fun on the rock-climbing wall at 
Gan Yisrael.

OWN CORRESPONDENT

The Sandton Sinai Nursery School annual winter 
holiday camp was packed with a variety of fantas-
tic activities and delicious snacks. 
The children enjoyed our pizza-making day among 
other exciting activities that took place. Sandton 

Sinai caters for children ages 18 months to grade 
R and is thrilled to be opening its grade 1 class 
next year.

• �For more details contact (011) 802-1210, of-
fice@sandtonsinai.co.za and visit our website 
www.sandtonsinai.co.za  

Sandton Sinai Nursery kids had a ball!

Azriel Shevel; Naomi Winer; Kim Kassel; Ariella 
Hurvitz; Eli Sacks; and Raphael Finkel.
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MICHELLE VINOKUR 

The children at Minnie 
Bersohn Pre-Primary 
School in Johannes-
burg, are learning about 
various occupations. A 
variety of visitors came 
to speak to them about 
their jobs.  

On Wednesday, July 
31, the children were 
treated to a visit from 
the Sandton Fire Station. 
They got to see a real fire 
engine and a demon-
stration of how the fire 
fighters do their job. Lots 
of fun was had by all and 
the grade Rs even got to 
ride in the fire engine!

Minnie Bersohn tots all fired 
up by a red monster

Pictured are Jaco Kotze (fireman); Pamela Silverman (teacher); Rhulani 
Ramaloko (community educator). Kneeling: Michelle Vinokur (teacher); 
and the grade R children of Minnie Bersohn.
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This year Limmud SA Joburg presents a three-day programme with more 
than 150 Jewish-themed presentations by local and international present-
ers, with up to eight choices per hour, the organisation said. 

There are 18 internationals who are specialists in their field of expertise, 
including Rabbi Nathan Lopes-Cardozo, Manny Waks, founder of an advo-
cacy group for Jewish survivors of child sexual abuse, Shoshana Boyd Gel-
fand, founder of the “Jewish Tedx”, Simja Dujov, an Argentinian musician, 
Dov Waxman, a specialist in Middle East politics and Daniel Sieradski who 
organised a Yom Kippur service at Occupy Wall Street.

Draw cards from South Africa include Prof Cyril Karabus and his col-
league Dr Theo Kopenhager, mentalist Gilan Gork, as well as Nikki Stein 
from Section 27, who brought the Limpopo text book scandal to the coun-
try’s attention.

Children are well catered for with a packed programme for “Young Lim-
mud” aged from 0 – 16, including Israeli scouts Hatzofim. Time for play is 
scheduled as well as drama, presenters, prizes and workshops. 

The weekend offers Jewish-themed activities and a crèche run by quali-
fied teachers, all the way up to teenagers working with madrichim from the 
youth movements. 

The event takes place from August 9 - 11 at the Indaba Hotel in Johan-
nesburg and delegates have the option of attending Friday and/or Sunday or 
staying over for the residential programme. Those staying over will experi-
ence a Shabbat with more than 400 dinner guests.

There is a Saturday night concert, Yidstock including an all star line-up 
including an excerpt from the play From the Mouths of Babes as well as 
performances by comedian Deep Fried Man, Rus Nerwich, Simja Dujov and 
DJ Dean Krain.

The programme is enticing with a smorgasbord across the Jewish expe-
rience: from dance and arts, through to discussions on the Holocaust and 
business, from Talmud and Torah, through to literature, philosophy, Jewish 
theatre, music, politics, Israel and the Middle East and Shabbat.

The programme also includes strong panels where diverse views and 
voices, exploring issues affecting our community, our country and the world, 
will feature.

• �For a full programme or register online at www.limmud.org.za /  
Limmudsa@gmail.com or call 072-728-0584.

Limmud-goers will be 
spoilt for choice!

the blue     gencyA

the blue     gencyA
ISRAEL

Presents

PERSONALIZED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

If you own a holiday
home or investment
property in Israel, 

contact us to  
find out how  

“we can take the
headache out of long
distance ownership”

With many years of experience in property management and the 
Israeli real estate market, we will take the hassle out of managing 
your Israeli property and save you time and money.

• Quarterly reporting
• Private meetings in South Africa
• Sourcing good quality tenants
• Secure rental collection
• Ensuring suitable securities
• Maximizing returns
• Professional maintenance contractors
• Mortgage financing at best rates

Invested in aproject? Letus help youcoordinate thecompletion

For a confidential appointment call Barry Cohen
+972 52 8311174 / SA mobile: 076 5772000 or email: barry@LCM.co.il

LOCATION - LOCATION - LOCATION

‘Sweet 16’ Cycalive sets off to Durban
SUZANNE BELLING 

It had been four years since the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation became part of 
Cycalive and “we are honoured and 
humbled that you made the event part of 
Mandela Day”, Sello Hatang, CEO of the 
NMF Centre of Memory, told a record 
crowd at Torah Academy at the launch of 
the 16th cycle ride from Johannesburg 
to Durban, last Sunday.

Quoting from former President 
Nelson Mandela’s “Long Walk to Free-
dom”, Hatang drew an analogy to the 
mountains and hills the cyclists had to 
conquer, “but we still have a long way to 
go in terms of race relations and chal-
lenges... It is in your hands to build a 
better world.”

Torah Academy grade 11 boys were 
joined by their partners, Moletsane High 
School and Pace Commercial Secondary 
School, both from Soweto, in the 700 km 
route to Durban along the back roads, 
mainly the R103. 

Also part of the team were cyclists 
from Israel brought out by Partnership 
2Gether, principals and teachers from 
the three schools and a support team of 
medics. Thirty-two cyclists were given 
a rousing send-off by the Springs Field 
Band and Steel Wings bikers on their 
Harley Davidsons.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein referred 
to the 2013 event as “a sweet 16 which 
represents and symbolises so much. It is 
a living, moving symbol for some of our 
precious values in living in South Africa.”

He said we were all children of 
Hashem and of Adam and Eve, which 
had been part of a plan to eradicate rac-
ism for all time. Cycalive was a moving 
symbol of nation building, road safety, 

sport, the power of youth and repre-
sented the youth of South Africa and 
their courage.

Marlene Bethlehem, who is serving 
her last term on the Commission for the 
Promotion and Protection of the Rights 
of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic 
Communities, referred to Madiba’s com-
ment at the Laureus Foundation Sports 
Awards in France in 2000 that sport had 
the power to change the world. “Sport 
helps us to forge our national identity,” 
she said.

Cliff Amoils,  speaking on behalf of the 
sponsors, pointed out that some of the 
cyclists would be seeing the ocean for the 
first time.

Principal of Pace and formerly of 
Moletsane, Dan Zimba, in thanking 
the sponsors, related success stories of 
learners from the schools, who, through 
Cycalive’s help, had risen to great heights 
- one becoming a top engineer in Mossel 
Bay and another in her second year at 
medical school at Wits.

Samuel Matseda, of Moletsane, cut 
the ribbon for the departure of the 
cyclists.

Rabbi Motti Hadar, principal of Torah 
Academy Boys’ High, elaborated on the 
Traveller’s Prayer, saying: “Give strength 
to all who continue to work tirelessly 
to uplift the lives of others. Spread the 
optimism, hope and positive energy that 
is so evident in this investment in the 
young people of our country...

“Put into the hearts of all South 
Africans a spirit of wisdom and under-
standing that we may recognise that 
nation building is founded on love and 
concern for each individual - regardless 
of race, religion, culture or language - 
and on mutual respect for the rights 
of each individual community and 
religion to express itself freely, (be) 
uninhibited and to thereby contribute 
its uniqueness to the betterment of 
our country.”

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, dean of Torah 
Academy, was master of ceremonies.
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Barry is available for private meetings Aug 19th – Aug 22nd
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VEHICLES
WANTED

IF YOU WANT 
TO  BUY 

OR SELL  A 
VEHICLE

Contact:
Solly 

Kramer
082-922-3597

Deceased 
estate house 
clearances 

Entire households 
cleared, profes-
sionally and con-
fidentially. I’ll take 

the burden off your 
shoulders and pay 

you for it.
Please contact  

Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837
For a trusted 

and professional 
service. Also clear 
garages, cellars, 

storage rooms and 
storage facilities.

SILVER  
REPAIR &  

REPLATING
(011) 334 1102
082-473-6040

Hawley Marble and 
Granite Works Est. 1948 
Monumental masons. We 
are proud to have served 
the Johannesburg Jewish 
community for many dec-

ades. Your support is much 
appreciated. Collen Hawley 
Tel: (011) 828- 9010 Chaim 

Silver (011) 485-3005

Appliance  
Repairs on-site 

Fridges, stoves, 
washing machines, 
tumbledriers and 

dishwashers.  
Free quotations!
Call Jason 
082-401-8239

BRIAN K LIFT
SERVICE & COURIER
AIRPORT SPECIAL FROM 
R160. Secure, comfortable 
and safe. Anywhere 24/7.  

(Jhb - Pta)  
CALL BRIAN ON

076-533-1440 

Reasonable rates to 
all other areas

Airport
Shuttle

Sam 
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

To OR Tambo 
from R160

To Lanseria 
from R210

AIRPORT TRANSFERS 
GENERAL  

TRANSPORT: JHB
Affordable lifts offered.
New car with air-condi-
tion (up to 10 people).

Not on Shabbos.
Please Call Yoram 

082-372-1863

Looking for mature, 
warm, patient lady  

to provide companion-
ship to elderly lady in 
early stage of Alzhei-
mer’s. Required also 
to accompany her on 
occasional appoint-
ments and outings. 

Must have a car. Call  
Lynn 072-296-2060.

A TAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky
chauffeur you to your
destination in Johan-

nesburgand back. Only 
R120 round trip for 

20km. Tel: 082-399-
6187 Sun City & Game 

Reserve
Experienced, reliable 
driver able to lift you 
anywhere/ anytime 

24 hours. Courier work 
undertaken.

Please call Paul 
083-542-6480

BEST SERVICE
Transfers from A to B
Top spacious vehicle
7 Passengers plus all 

luggage. PIP FRIEDMAN
083-267-3281

dialalift@gmail.com
www.dialalift.co.za

LIFTS OFFEREDSERVICES
MEMORIALS

SERVICES
HOME SERVICES

LIFTS OFFERED

FOR SALE
MISCELLANEOUS

GIFT EMPORIUM
Designer gifts made up to 
order. From flowers & fruit 
to crystal or silverware.  All 
work undertaken on client’s 

stipulated budget - all
gifts are wrapped & packed

magnificently. Delivery 
Johannesburg & Pretoria.
Kosher products available. 

For enquiries call
Terry on 076-533-1440

GIFTS

FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
IN ISRAEL

An 800-year-old 
house, in the Old City 
of Jerusalem, walking 

distance from the Wailing 
Wall. Only for serious 

buyers. No agent. 
Asking $2,5m.   

esyrkin@netvision.net.ilGlenhazel
one-bedroom 

flat with parking, 
gym and pool in 
secure complex 

Avalaible immediately. 
Contact to view: 

Robyn 082-822-2594 
Marcelle  

076-749-1271.
Campbell and 

Seward (Pty) Limited  
(011) 683-1223.

Property owners, if 
you wish to let or sell 
your property in the 

area, your transaction 
will be supervised 
by an experienced 
practising attorney.  

Two-bedroom private 
cottage to let

Garden, parking, se-
cure, new, kosher.

R7 500/month. To view 
076-686-8259

Percelia

Royal Linksfield 
1) Completely renovat-

ed, 2 beds, 2 baths,
2 lounges, dining area, 
wood kitchen. Small 

garden,1 garage,1 car-
port. R10 000 + deposit.

no pets
2) 2 beds, 2 baths, 2 
lounges, dining area,

Melamine kitchen, small 
garden, 1 x carport, 1 x 
parking place. R9 500 
+ deposit. Call June 

083-226-3741  
or (011) 640-4967.

Lithuanian & Polish 
citizenship

Many South African 
Jews are eligible 

for Lithuanian or Pol-
ish citizenship. If you 
are interested, please 

contact me. I specialise 
in obtaining Lithuanian 

& Polish citizenship. 
I am able to obtain the 
required documents 

from archives in Europe 
and from SA Home 

Affairs. Rael Cynkin CA 
(SA) rael@icon.co.za

083 346 4627

PROPERTY
TO RENT

EMPLOYMENT
OFFERED

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

One-bedroom 
garden cottage 

available from September 
1. Semi-furnished and 
curtained throughout. 

Own entrance and 
parking for two cars. 

Close to Yeshiva College 
and KosherWorld. 

Contact 083-279-0953 

Social worker
 

The Selwyn Segal Centre for 
Intellectually Disabled People, situated 

in Sandringham, has a vacancy for a 
social worker.

The position requires skills in working 
with individuals, families and groups 

and offers the opportunity to work 
within a very committed and supportive 

multi-disciplinary team. Registration 
SACSSP is essential. Computer literacy, a 
valid driver’s licence and own transport 

are required. Knowledge of Jewish 
culture, practice and religion,  

would be an advantage.

Only short-listed applicants  
will be responded to.

Interested candidates please forward 
a current CV to hr@jhbchev.co.za or 
Attention HR Dept, Private Bag X1, 

Sandringham, 2131, or fax 0866327774

Saturday evening (August 10)

• �WIZO Tzabar hosts an “Edith Piaf Cabaret 
Evening” at the EOH Auditorium, Block D. 1 
Osborne Bedfordview. Cost: R150 (incl finger 
food, wine, tea, coffee and cakes). Contact: 
Ayala (011) 882-9875 or 082-412-2269 or 
Graciela (011) 882-6060 or 082-925-0924.

Monday (August 12)

• �NW Shuls (Blairgowrie, Emmarentia, Green-
side, Northcliff and Victory Park), hosts Prof 
Cyril Karabus who was detained in the United 
Arab Emirates for some nine months before 
found not guilty of manslaughter and fraud 
charges. Venue: Greenside Shul. Time: 18:45 
for 19:00. Cost: R30 (incl refreshments). 
Bookings: Nadine (011) 788-5036.

• �UJW hosts Digby Ricci, head of English, 
Roedean School, on “The Great Gatsby on 
Paper and on Screen”. Venue: 1 Oak Street, 
Houghton. Time: 09:30. Donation: R30. Con-
tact: (011) 648-1053.

• �SAZF hosts Kasim Hafeez in Cape Town, talk-
ing on “The Day I Stopped Hating Israel”, his 
transition from radical Muslim to proud Zion-
ist. Contact: Yvette, (021) 464-6714.

Tuesday (August 13)

• �UJW hosts Pylyppa Meyer  who will conduct 
a tour of “Brenthurst Library”, Federation 
Road, Parktown, Johannesburg. Time:10:00. 
Bookings: (011) 648-1053. Donation: R30. 
Numbers are limited. Meet at Brenthurst Li-
brary at 09:45.

• �SAZF hosts Kasim Hafeez, “From Radical 
Muslim to Proud Zionist”, the young Brit-
ish Muslim of Pakistani origin who becamea 
proud Zionist after reading “The Case for Isra-
el” by Professor Alan Dershowitz. Venue: Abe 
Abrahamson Auditorium, Beyachad. Time: 
19:30 for 20:00. Cost: R100 (incl coffee and 

dessert). Bookings: Miriam (011) 645-2531 
or miriam@beyachad.co.za

Wednesday (August 14)

• �UJW CT adult education programme hosts 
Tony Weaver will talk on “Exploring Barot-
seland and the Busanga Plains – Zambia”. 
Venue: Stonehaven, Sea Point. Time: 10:00 for 
10:30. Cost: R20. Enquires: (021) 434-9555 
(until 14:00).

• �UJW screens Series 3 (last episodes) of “Down-
town Abbey”. Venue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton. 
Time 09:30. Donation: R30. Contact: (011) 
648-1053.

• �SAZF again hosts Kasim Hafeez, talking on 
“The Day I Stopped Hating Israel”, his tran-
sition from radical Muslim to proud Zionist. 
Venue: Beyachad. Time: 19:30 for 20:00. Cost: 
R100 (incl coffee and dessert). Contact: (011) 
645-2531 after 10:00.

Thursday (August 15)
 
• �UJW Lena Segal/Linksfield branch hosts a 

“Tea and Talk” in support of DL Link, a sup-
port group for Jewish cancer patients and 
their families. Guest speakers will give insight 
into the organisation: Shirley Ancer, cancer 
survivor; and Ruth Ancer, psychologist. Time: 
10:00 – 11:30. Donations will be appreciated. 
RSVP: Phillipa Levitan 073-158-1988 or e-
mail: phil@traininginteractive.co.za  

• �SAZF hosts Kasim Hafeez, talking in Durban 
on “The Day I Stopped Hating Israel”, his tran-
sition from radical Muslim to proud Zionist. 
Contact: Grant, (031) 337-1507.

Friday (August 16)

• �UZLC hosts Mannie Zar on “Some Humour 
in the Law”. Venue: Our Parents Home. Time: 
12:45 - 14:00. Contact: Gloria, 072-127-9421 
or (011) 485-4851.

This year’s Limmud 
festival has just con-
cluded in Cape Town 
and is now underway in 
Durban. Over the long 
weekend, it will take 
place in Gauteng. 

Limmud, with its 
top notch speakers and 
multiple opportunities 
for multifaceted Jewish 
learning and cultural 
enrichment, has been 

an outstanding success in South Africa. In 
all three centres, it regularly attracts high 
attendances representing a broad spectrum of 
political and religious views and is now among 
the most eagerly anticipated events on our 
communal calendar. 

As in the past, many Board members will 
be attending and in some cases taking part as 
speakers. Once again, I commend the organ-
isers for all their hard work in bringing this 
event to our shores.

Durban happenings
Durban Jewry is currently abuzz with the 
many diverse activities that have been taking 
place in the city over the past couple of weeks. 
This commenced with the AGM of the Council 
for KwaZulu-Natal Jewry, at which former 
Durbanite Tony Leon was guest speaker. 

Since then, the South African Rabbinical As-
sociation has held its annual conference at the 
new Jewish campus at Izinga, in Umhlanga. I 
had the opportunity of meeting with some of 
the delegates and addressing the event on the 
work of the Board. 

It was inspiring to see the calibre of our 
religious leadership, which shows just why 
South African Jewry enjoys so high a reputa-
tion abroad, and we were further delighted to 
showcase to our visitors the wonderful range 
of services offered at Izinga, including a day 
school, kollel, shul and attractive conference 
facilities. 

A second Jewish national gathering cur-
rently underway in Durban, is the SA Holo-
caust and Genocide Foundation education 
workshop, which is being held this year at the 
Durban Holocaust Centre. 

This is an annual event attended by educa-
tors from the three Holocaust Centres in 
Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban. It is, 
of course, taking place in tandem with Lim-
mud. All in all, these are exciting times for 
Durban Jewry, which despite its small size 
relative to Johannesburg and Cape Town, 
continues to maintain a vibrant Jewish com-
munal life. 

SAJBD National Conference
Moving on to our upcoming national confer-
ence, there has been an encouraging response 
to this thus far from both our affiliates and 
members of the general public. 

As reported last week, this year, there will 
not be an opening night, but instead a post-
conference gala dinner at the same venue. 
Both events are open to the community at 
large, and I urge those interested in attending 
to book their places timeously to avoid disap-
pointment.   

• �Listen to Steven Gruzd on Jewish Board Talk on 
101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00.

Community Columns

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Above Board
Mary Kluk 

National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

We (again) commend 
Limmud for job well done
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Rugby definitely not a game for the fainthearted
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According to an old joke, the definition of an 
accountant is a Jewish boy who can’t stand 
the sight of blood. Perhaps we have it wrong. 
It could be the parents who can’t stand the 
sight of blood!

That was highlighted at the recent Mac-
cabiah when the under-18 South African 
rugby team played England in their opening 
match. South African lock Michael Leven-
stein ended up with a cut above the eye and 
anybody who has experienced that sort of 
injury knows it can bleed profusely. 

He left the field so the team doctors could 
stitch up the cut and his mother, Mireille, 
obviously concerned about her son, went 
along to see how he was. 

He was fine but she had one look at all the 
blood on his face and passed out. 

Michael, accountancy awaits you... 
On the subject of the junior teams who 

have just returned from the Maccabiah, 
South Africa scooped the pool in both rugby 
and cricket. The rugby sevens and XVs both 
won gold medals, as did the cricket team. 

The exploits of the sevens team were 
discussed two weeks back. The SA under-18 
XVs won all their games, beating England 
26 - 3 in the first round and then defeating 
Israel 15 - 5 in a tough second encounter. 
England scored a win over Israel and met 
South Africa in the final, which was won em-
phatically by the “Jewish mini-Boks” 40 - 0. 

Junior rugby was only just introduced into 
the Maccabi Games, but the South African 
junior cricket team has a proud tradition at 
the event. 

The country has produced a number of 
top performers at the event and I know 
Adam Bacher was very keen to try and 
keep “player-of-the-tournament” Daniel 
Harrisberg involved in the sport follow-
ing the 2005 Games. 

This year was no exception and the 
team, managed by Myron Michel and 
coached by Jono Leaf-Wright, were also 
unbeaten throughout the tournament. 

As was the case with the rugby tourna-
ment, only three countries competed  in 

cricket - South Africa, Great Britain and 
Israel. The South Africans won all their 
round robin matches and squared up 
against Great Britain in the final. The 
Brits batted first and were all out for 
145 and South Africa reached the win-
ning total of 146 for the loss of just three 
wickets and with 20 overs to spare, to 
win the final by seven wickets.

Man of the Match went to Joshua 
Gordon for scoring 63 not out, but he 
also went on to claim the Player of the 
Tournament award as well.  

All Man of the Match awards were de-
cided by Israeli and international umpires 
and the Player of the Tournament was 
decided by the Israel Cricket Association.

The results and medal winners are just 
starting to creep in but King David High 
Linksfield was delighted with the perfor-
mances of its learners who participated 
in the Maccabiah. The 45 athletes who 
travelled to Israel included cricketers 
Joshua Gordon and bowler Riley Free-
man, who had overall figures 12/42 in 
18,4 overs in just four games. He took 
six wickets against Israel and four in the 
final.

Aston Silver achieved Most Valu-
able Player of the Tournament for the 
under-18 sevens team, while Danica 
Schlome and Chava Barit brought home 
bronze medals in two events.  
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Perfecting the art of how not to lose

I do not profess to be an authority on 
rugby. During my time at school I actually 
developed a hatred for the game because 
it was continually jammed down our 
throats. 

However, as I got older and became 
more involved in the world of sport and 
began to understand the nuts and bolts 
of the game, I actually began to enjoy 
it very much. Whatever I might think I 
know, I will always bow in admiration to 
the likes of commentator Dan Retief who 
has a marvellous understanding of the 
sport. 

However, what I have learned during 
my tears as a sports journalist is how to 
analyse a game. As I said last week, I have 
always tried to maintain my objectiv-
ity and not become a “fan with a pen”. 
Last Saturday I only managed to see the 
second half of the Springboks versus Eng-
land Test but on Sunday morning I sat 
through the replay. Knowing the result, 
I could put the excitement of a close 
encounter behind and dispassionately 
interpret what I had watched. 

After a little thought I came to the 
following conclusion: In simple terms, all 
that won us the game was an inspiration-
al moment from Willem Alberts in which 

he took advantage of a lucky bounce of 
the ball to score the only try - and fur-
thermore superb defence by the Boks. 

I have said for the past few years that 
the Boks are unable to play 80 minutes of 
attacking rugby. In the final 20 minutes 
of the game they were probably lucky to 
have spent two of those minutes in the 
England half. The remaining 18 minutes 
was played somewhere on the Boks’ 22m 
line.

There is little doubt that England, 
when it comes to attacking, are equally 
inept and they certainly had enough 
chances. We kept conceding penalties in 
the dying moments but one has to say 
that England’s decision to go for posts 

in the final minute was one of the most 
inane I have ever seen. That was total 
capitulation, as if to say they were happy 
to lose by one point. 

On that subject, I was the one person 
absolutely delighted by that decision 
as I had backed England on a minus 2,5 
spread and that whacky decision sealed 
me my win.    

There is no doubt we have some 
wonderful players in our team, but one 
is never certain down which garden path 
coach Heyneke Meyer is leading them. 

But coming back to defence: All sports 
are made up of offence and defence. It is 
vital to have a balanced share of both. It 
is also an art to know at which point of a 

game one needs to defend a lead. Howev-
er, defence is seemingly quickly becoming 
what South African sport is all about.   

While the Boks held England at bay 
in the north, managing to cling to a one 
point win, the Proteas looked to be head-
ing for certain Test defeat Down Under 
as they ended the fourth day under the 
cosh at 77 for four wickets, chasing 430 
to win. 

The match looked all over, with a win 
for Australia certainty, but AB de Vil-
liers, Jacques Kallis and especially Faf du 
Plessis, had other ideas. De Villiers kept 
Du Plessis company for 68 overs and a 
nobbled Kallis for another 40 overs in 
the searing Adelaide heat, as Du Plessis 
tenaciously defied the Australian bowling 
attack for nearly eight hours. 

Many people would have found the 
pushing and prodding mind-numbing to 
watch, but it takes a special kind of pro-
ficiency and mental aptitude to stay out 
there for seven hours and 46 minutes, in 
mainly 34 degrees heat and high humid-
ity, with five different partners, one of 
whom could barely run, to defy a vora-
cious and tenacious Australian attack and 
save a crucial match for his country. 

This was a monumental effort, 
performed on debut and already written 
into the folklore of South African cricket 
history. 

So, while we might lack the attacking 
prowess of a Genghis Khan, South Afri-
can sport has elevated the art of defence 
to another level. I suppose there is an 
advantage in playing not to lose...

ROCKING THE BOAT
Jack Milner

Cricketer Faf du Plessis is supported by his team as he pulls off a stunning save of the second 
Test match against Australia in Adelaide.

Sunday (December 2)

•  RCHCC is rescreening the award-win-
ning film, “The Debt”, directed by John 
Madden and starring Helen Mirren, 
Sam Worthington, Jessica Castain and 
Tom Wilkinson. Venue: Clive M Beck 
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Donation: 
R60. Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728-
8088/8378, after hours (011) 728-8378, 
e-mail: rchcc@telkomsa.net or rene.s@
telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za

•  JJMC, with musical director Evelyn 
Green presents a musical tribute to the 
Doornfontein Hebrew Congregation 
(Lions Shul), “Memories of Yesteryear”, 
as a fundraiser for the shul. The reper-
toire will encompass traditional Jew-
ish songs. Secure parking. Time: 15:00. 
Tickets available from Darla at R200. 
083-794-6358 darlabrook@hotmail.com

Monday (December 3)

•  UJW is hosting Marcia Leveson, former 

professor of English at Wits, on “Please 
Sir, I Want Some More”, Charles Dick-
ens and children in this his bicentenary 
year. Time: 09:30. Contact: (011) 648-
1053, fax 086 273-3044. Donation: 
R20. Join UJW for an informal tea after 
the lecture. 

Thursday (December 6)

•  UJW CT adult education division hosts 
Isaac Habib who will talk on “Jewish Life 
in the Island of Rhodes – From Begin-
ning to End”. Venue: Stonehaven. Time: 
10:00 for 10:30. Entrance: R20 (incl 
refreshments). Enquiries: (021) 434-
9555.

Friday (December 7)

•  The United Sisterhood has its year-
end book sale at the Benmore Gardens 
Shopping Centre. Unwanted books and 
magazine donations are gladly accepted. 
Contact: Tel (011) 646-2409; fax (011) 
646-4654.

What’s On

World News in Brief
POPE CALLS FOR END TO PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS, NEW ME PEACE EFFORTS 

ROME - At a gathering in Rome with Lebanon’s new cardinal, Pope Benedict XVI launched a new appeal 
for peace in Syria and the Middle East, the Associated Press reported.

“The church encourages all efforts for peace in the world and in the Middle East, a peace that will 
only be effective if it is based on authentic respect for other people,” Pope Benedict told the gathering, 
which included several Lebanese pilgrims.

He also spoke out concerning the plight of Christians from their traditional homelands throughout the 
Middle East, calling for them to be able to “live their faith freely”.

Christian communities have come under assault by Muslims amid the upheaval related to the 
“Arab Spring”. Tens of thousands of Syrian Christians have fl ed from the civil war there, while Egypt’s 
Coptic Christian community fears the rise of the Muslim Brotherhood and the ultra-extremist Salafi  
groups to power.

Recently, several Coptic Christian teenage women were been assaulted by other women on Cairo 
subways because their hair was uncovered. Many Coptic women are now afraid to ride the transit system 
in fear of being assaulted or sexually harassed, according to Morning Star News. (JNS.org)
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Joshua Gordon receives his Player of the 
Tournament award from ICA chairman Stanley 
Perlman. 

Erna hits 103 with lots of style
ROBYN SASSEN

“It’s a good secret,” 103-year-old 
resident of Our Parents Home, 
Erna Cramer, who celebrated 
her birthday on August 6, 
laughed with glee in response 
to my question about the secret 
of her longevity. “And I’m not 
going to tell you!”

Born in Cape Town in 1910, 
she moved with her family to Wolmarans-
stad in what’s now Northwest Province. “It 
was a godforsaken place. I came to Johannes-
burg to work,” she remembers.

The third of four children, Erna née Bach, 
married Hans Cramer in 1941. They had one 
daughter, Melanie. “She was very active in 
fundraising,” says Melanie. “She was always 

doing volunteer work for St 
John Ambulance, the MOTHS 
and Bikkur Cholim, and she also 
liked helping ‘the old people’ 
in the home, making herself a 
stalwart in OPH fundraising 
activities, from doll-selling stalls 
to book sales.” 

An assiduous knitter - until 
arthritis halted her fingers - and 
a passionate reader - there’s a 

copy of a W Somerset Maugham novel on her 
bedside table - Erna has lived in Our Parents 
Home for 16 years. 

With a beautiful manicure and light pink 
nail varnish, her hair and make-up freshly 
done, Erna looked every bit the elegant 
great-granny, awaiting the arrival of great-
grandchildren from Australia in December.

SHIRA DRUION

Solly Jossel, the last remaining male “Ochberg 
Orphan”, recently celebrated his 99th birthday. 
Jossel was one of 200 Polish children allowed to 
come to South Africa with the permission of Gen-
eral Jannie Smuts to escape the atrocities of the 
pogroms instigated by the Cossacks in the 1920s. 

Jossel’s wife Sylvia (88), says: “We think he 
was born under a lucky star. Ochberg chose 
him alongside only seven others from 400 other 
children in his orphanage. Ochberg was mandated 
to select eight orphans from several orphanages 
across Poland.” 

His mother brought him to the orphanage at the 
age of two in the hope that he would be offered 
a chance at a better life. Jossel says: “My father 
was killed one night when he went outside to help 
a young woman being beaten by the Cossacks. 
My mother was left a widow with three children, 
pregnant with me. 

“My mother 
visited me at the 
orphanage. When 
I was selected, 
she came to say 
goodbye, knowing  
she would most 
likely never see me 
again. She handed 
me a picture of 
herself with her 
name and address. 

“Later, when my 
adopted parents 
took me home from the orphanage in Doornfon-
tein, I handed my mother the picture and she wrote 
to my birth mother to tell her that she has her son 
and will look after him for her. 

“My mother in Poland had a neighbour who 
translated the letters for her into Polish and that is 
how they stayed in touch.”

Ochberg Orphan Solly Jossel: A life well lived
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