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Maccabi SA team to Berlm flies the flag h_lgh

Pictures supplied by Maccabi SA

Maccabi South Africa’s inaugural involvement in the European Maccabi Games in Berlin from 27 July to 5 August, was a resounding success. The South African

delegation of 37, comprising three futsal* teams and two swimmers, won eight medals overall. South Africa did exceptionally well, bagging five golds and a

silver in swimming and two bronze medals in futsal. Pictured are Gadi Cohen and Cliffy Yuter, open futsal players, proudly displaying the South African flag at

the opening ceremony. It was most symbolic that the venue for the Games was the site that Hitler’s Nazi regime built for the 1936 Olympic Games. Maccabi

SA Chairman Cliff Garrun won gold in three swimming events: masters 50m, 100m and 200m freestyle and his daughter Kim, two gold medals (open 50m
backstroke, 50m freestyle) and a silver in 100m freestyle. Maccabi SA first sent a futsal team to the 2011 Pan American Games in Sao Paulo and then the 2013

Games. The Maccabi SA futsal programme has since flourished under the leadership of Ronen Cohen. See pages 8 and 12.
*Futsal is a fast-paced, small-sided football game played across the world.

‘Glenhazel Shul’: many
names for this stalwart

There are least 15 shuls and
shtieblach in the Greater
Glenhazel area. Among the largest
and most active is the Yeshiva
College Hebrew Congregation. The
kehilla has been officially known
as the Glenhazel Area Hebrew
Congregation, commonly referred
to as the Glenhazel Shul. n

AN EASY STROLL HOME FROM SH

Achiever nominees talk on
meaning of being Jewish

The excitement is mounting

for the Jewish Report’s Absa
Jewish Achiever Awards to be
held at Vodaworld on August 23.
Jewish Report asked some of the
nominees how they felt about
being nominated and what being

Jewish meant to them.

Nicci Raz takes over SAZF
baton from Isla Feldman

South Africa’s pro-Israel
community is exuberant at the
news of the appointment of Nicci
Raz as the new national director
of the SAZF. Raz begins her

new position in October, taking
over from Isla Feldman whose
successful 35-year-long reign
now draws to an end.

Hatches and matches the
Jewish way

The shadchan or shadchanit
(matchmaker) still exists

in abundance in Jewish
communities, albeit in the modern
era with a different methodology.
Now there are Jewish websites
and online dating services where
prospective brides and grooms
can “catch their own catch”.
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SUNNINGDALE

Excellent for the large family!
R4 300000 | Ref 16952
Hilton Steinfeld 082 455 8630
Sean Kramer 083 263 7164

BEDFORD PARK
Well situated 3 bedroom duplex!
R2850000 | Ref 17005
Hilton Steinfeld 082 455 8630
Sean Kramer 083 263 7164

GLENHAZEL
Beautiful home in prime position!
R5 600000 | Ref 16910
Hilton Steinfeld 082 455 8630
Sean Kramer 083 263 7164

An enduring masterpiece with
meticulous attention to detail.

NORWOOD SYDENHAM

Modernised with Pizzaz -
North-facing 3 bed family home!
R2 500000 | Ref 17003
Vivienne Levin 082 886 2842

R3299000 | Ref 16850
Gary Jerrard 076 033 0440

Iran debate devolves with
charges of ‘dual loyalty’

The dredging up of the dual loyalty
charge — that US lawmakers who
reject the Iran nuclear agreement
and the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, which is
lobbying against it, are more
closely aligned with Israel than

the US, illustrates how tense the
debate has become. n

0117310300
www.firzt.co.za
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DAVID SAKS

Finding a minyan in the Greater
Glenhazel area is a straight-
forward business nowadays.
There are at least 15 shuls and
shtieblach in the area provid-
ing daily services, and several
more hosting at least a Shabbat-
Yomtov minyan.

Still among the largest and
most active of these communi-
ties is the Great-Granddaddy of
them all, the Yeshiva College He-
brew Congregation. That name
is actually quite recent. For most
of its 50 year-plus history, the
kehilla has been known officially
as the Glenhazel Area Hebrew
Congregation. It continues to be
commonly referred to simply as
the Glenhazel Shul.

The change of name is never-
theless justified. From the very
beginning, there has been a
symbiotic relationship between
shul and school, which not only
share the same campus but, re-
markably, have been headed for
over half a century by the same
person, Rabbi Avraham Tanzer.

Yeshiva College preceded the
shul, having relocated there in
January 1961 after operating
for its first three years in the

‘Glenhazel Shul’: many names for this stalwart

communal hall of the Berea He-
brew Congregation. Two years
later Rabbi and Marcia Tanzer,
both still in their twenties, ar-
rived from the United States.
Rabbi Tanzer took over as dean
of the school, and within a year
was appointed rosh Yeshiva
following the death of Rabbi
Michael Kossowsky.

It was through Rabbi Kos-
sowsky that, when plans for
the school were being drawn
up, provision was also made for
a shul to be built, both for the
residents of the Yeshiva and for
those who would eventually live
in the vicinity. This was long
before most members of the
congregation had moved into
the Glenhazel area.

Shortly after the Tanzers’
arrival in early 1963, it was
decided to have a Yomtov
minyan on the school premises
for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. Some 25 couples and
several more individuals took
part in the inaugural services,
which were held, as they would
be for the next three years, in
the Yeshiva College dining room
(today the school library).

The kehilla grew rapidly,
attracting increasing numbers

Shuls

nursery and separate girls’ school
as well.

The Yeshiva College Hebrew
Congregation is today just one of
a number of permanent minya-
nim operating on the YC campus.
The latter include the Mizrachi
congregation, in its own syna-
gogue built alongside the main
building, Shabbat youth services
and daily services run by Bnei
Akiva and by Rabbi Dov Tanzer.

The membership of the
main shul comprises some 300
families. Through long-standing
member Lionel Stein, it puts out
a hefty 50-page weekly news-
letter comprising, in addition
to congregational news, Divrei
Torah and items of interest from
the global Jewish press. Among
its 500-plus subscribers are
many non-congregants.

The shul now has an assistant
rabbi, Rabbi Alon Friedman.
However, Rabbi Tanzer contin-

of young families. Just as the
congregation’s membership in-
creased through association with
the school, so did it in turn help ~ ues to head up the congregation
to increase the school’s numbers.  more than 50 years after that
In 1963, Yeshiva College was no first Rosh Hashanah prayer gath-
more than a small boys’ high
school, but by the end of the

decade, it included a primary,

ering, which makes him, by some
distance, the country’s longest
serving Jewish spiritual leader.
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World News in Brief

S&P affirms Israel’s A+
credit rating

JERUSALEM - The international financial services
and credit ratings agency, Standard & Poor’s, last
Friday affirmed Israel’s international credit rating
as positive, giving it an A+ score. The agency’s
economic forecast for the Jewish state defined
the country’s economy as “stable” and projected it
would grow by three per cent between 2015 and
2018. But the Israeli economy was not without its
challenges, S&P said, naming a high debt ceiling
as well as geopolitical factors and regional threats
that might destabilise the Middle East, deter foreign
investors, and curb growth potential.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said:
“Reaffirming Israel’s credit rating reflects the
global community’s faith in Israel’s responsible and
balanced fiscal policies over the years.” (JNS.org)

Shabbat Times
Parshat Re’eh
Aug 14 /29 Av
Aug 15/ 30 Av
Begins Ends
17:29 18:20 Johannesburg
17:58 18:51 Cape Town
17:13 18:04 Durban
17:33 18:24 Bloemfontein
17:29 18:22 Port Elizabeth
17:21 18:14 East London

Our weekly Torah portion is “Re’eh”

- “Behold, I set before you this day a
blessing and a curse. The blessing: If ye
shall hearken unto the commandments
of the L-rd your G-d, which I command
you this day - and the curse: If ye shall
not hearken unto the commandments
of the L-rd your G-d, but turn aside
out of the way which I command you
this day, to go after other gods, which
ye have not known.” (Deuteronomy,
11:26-28)

The 19th century Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch, emphasises the word
“behold”, saying: “This is not a teaching
that must be taken because of the be-
lief in someone’s special competence.
This - his appeal to you - is based on
what he had seen himself...you have
come to the clear conclusion that G-d
handed you your future in your hands
- and thereafter that it turned into a
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blessing or a curse - by the teachings
transmitted to you through Moses.”
Jewish teachings are the doctrine
of free choice, and the responsibil-
ity for the consequences of those life
choice(s). Life can be a blessing or a
curse, but this can only be determined
by a human being.
In chapter 12 verse 8, there is a won-

Jewish Report

Tel: (011) 430-1980.

Parshat Re’eh

Rabbi Julia Margolis
Bet David, Morningside

derful phrase: “Ye shall not do after all
that we do here this day, every man
whatsoever is right in his own eyes.”
The real question is then: What is this
free will granted to each of us?

It would be remiss not to observe
here that our practical choice(s) in
terms of our action(s) and our behav-
iour in everyday life, are due to just
such a “rudimentary” understanding.

As an example: We allow ourselves to
raise our voices in conversation, hurt
and humiliate people around us, ignore
the feelings of another close to us, and
further to be absolutely confident in
our right (of) “freedom” to do so.

We need to realise that the freedom
that was given to us, not only has
boundaries and very definite responsi-
bilities, but has repercussions attached
directly to it: For every action there is
an equal and opposite reaction.

Our right (of) “free will” needs to be
balanced in many cases with the right

More news on our website www.sajr.co.za
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Jewish teaching: The doctrine of free choice

of another human being; our confi-
dence coexists with confidence of those
who are close to us. Indeed G-d has
given us the freedom and wisdom to
understand this!

We also hear so often the two points
of view: On the one hand “free will”
and on the other, to use a common
phrase, that which is “basheret”.

These are often spoken about as if
things can only be ordered by the Crea-
tor with one or the other being in place
— either, or?

But what if both these points of
view could coexist, so to speak, in the
sense that when we (as human beings)
observe something, we do so from a
relative point of view and (based on
this view) we have the free will to make
our choice?

While from an absolute point of
view, perhaps things as the mind
of G-d sees them, He sees the globe
right around the outside, and right
through the inside (simultaneously
from all points) as it were, then such
potential outcomes are simply known
as “basheret” to the infinite observer
- both relative (free will) and absolute
(basheret) can then as such coexist.
Think about it...

Advertisements and editorial copy from outside sources do not neccessarily reflect the views of the editors and staff.

Cnr George Avenue &

Until 31 August 2015
‘@ 011 640 3596

Bradfield Drive, Fairmount

TAILOR ON SITE -« LAUNDRY
TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. LIMITED TIME OFFER.



14 — 21 August 2015

SA JEWISH REPORT 3

Daphne Kuhn, of Auto and

General Theatre on the Square,

says it has always been her

passion to uplift, enrich and

educate the community by

creating a venue and to provide
work opportunities and present works that
open up people’s minds, through the beautiful
medium of theatre and music.

“Simultaneously I have tried to create a
balance with a traditional Jewish home and
values for my family and now grandchildren.

I strive to be a ‘mensch’ by perpetuating the
ethics of our forefathers at home and in my
entrepreneurial theatre business.”

“The theatre is my temple for which I have
sacrificed but I am proud to say that Jewishness
is part of my identity and the examples that I
set for young and old alike.”

Allan Hirsch, CEO of Hirsch’s

Homestore, is delighted at the

nomination and “very excited

about everything.

“It is a sense of awareness

of the hardship others went
through, a sense of pride of what others have
achieved.

Community

COm mun It VOiceS Achiever nominees talk about meaning of being Jewish
y g g

The excitement is mounting for the Jewish Report’s Absa Jewish Achiever Awards to be held at Vodaworld on Sunday evening, August 23.
We asked some of the nominees how they felt about being nominated and what being Jewish meant to them.

“The reality is that no matter the hardship
you face, or who you are, you can step up and
achieve. Jews have a proud tradition and I am
honoured to follow in the footsteps of many
great leaders,” Hirsch said.

Reeva Forman, who has been
nominated in the Europcar
Woman in Leadership award
category, holds several high-
profile positions within the
Jewish community.

“To be Jewish means to me, as a South
African citizen and Zionist, to be proud of
our heritage of values, ethics and tradition - a
heritage of triumphs and tragedies - all bringing
an understanding for the purpose of reaching
out to the ‘other’ no matter the colour, creed or
ethnicity - to help alleviate suffering - to be a
‘light unto the nations’.

Being Jewish also meant to experience the
great joy of being with one’s own people, close
family and friends - “your ‘eigene’, who are all
part of this great tradition”.

Ronen Aires, CEO of Student Village - a youth
marketing agency - said he had mixed feelings
when hearing of his nomination. “On the one

hand, I was happy to receive

validation by the Jewish

community, while, on the other,

I felt somewhat embarrassed.”

Aires feels being Jewish

means having responsibilities
“to be active in Jewish organisations which
focus on uplifting the lives of Jews in the
community as well as working through Jewish
organisations that are trying to make South
Africa better in the broader community.

“We are actively helping companies and also
assist thousands of university students to find
jobs.” This is in addition to working with Jewish
organisations and upcoming entrepreneurs.

Niki Breger, co-owner of Nicci

Boutiques, says she is “very

flattered and truly humbled” to

be nominated.

Breger, an observant

Jewess, who keeps kosher and
is shomeret Shabbat and shomeret mitzvot,
describes herself as “very proud to be Jewish.

“I don’t compromise on my religion or
participate in any business on Shabbat or
festivals.”

Breger, who is married with three children,
feels that her beliefs have helped her in her
success, even while operating in a non-Jewish
world. “T am blessed,” she says.

Raz takes over SAZF baton

South Africa’s pro-Israel community is exuberant at
the news of the appointment of Nicci Raz as the new
national director of the SA Zionist Federation. The
move, however, understandably poses some trepida-
tion as incumbent Isla Feldman’s 35-year-long reign
draws to an end.

Raz is ideally suited to fill the
massive shoes of her predeces-
sor and her history of success in
serving SA Jewry and Zionism
will stand her in good stead. Raz,
who takes up her new position in
October, has a good understanding
of working within the community,
says Fed Chairman Ben Swartz,
with her having spent many years
contributing to the successes of
ORT JET.

Raz was elected as a vice-chairman of the Fed
at their elective conference earlier this year. “The
leadership of the Zionist Federation is losing our
warrior and champion in Isla,” says Swartz, and the
Fed spent an extended period to recruit the ideal
replacement.

Thirty-five-year-old Nicci (Nicola) is married to
David and is the mother of three daughters, Edden,
Noa and Ora who attend Raz’s alma mater, Yeshiva
College, where she matriculated in 1998.

Raz obtained a B Com (law and economics), but
for most of her working career has been in market-
ing, sales and project management. Last year, she
completed a social entrepreneurship programme at

Gibbs where she up-skilled in management, opera-
tions, human resources and finance.

“I feel extremely privileged and humbled to
have been chosen for this important community
role,” says Raz. “This position comes with a lot of

responsibility and | hope to lead
the SAZF with as much passion
and commitment as Isla has done
for so many years.”

“Nicci brings to the community
the experience and traits that are
ideally suited to the large task at
hand,” says Swartz. As Raz will
take up her position on October 1,
it allows for a few months of hand-
over as Feldman will officially step
down at the end of December.

Feldman has wanted to retire for some time.

Feldman believes Raz “has what it takes. Nicci is
going to make a difference. We are living in a differ-
ent world today, a world of social media, a world that
requires younger and fresher skills. And she is a very
clever young lady.”

Swartz told Jewish Report: “l am sure the whole
community joins me in wishing Nicci all the best in
her new position as we commit to supporting her
and being part of taking the SAZF with its roles and
responsibilities to a whole new level.”

On Feldman, Swartz says that she has “com-
manded the respect of the South African Jewish
community for the last 35 years and her positive
effect has been felt by each one of us”.

JAWITZ

PROPERTIES

ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY
Morningside — Asking R12.5 Million

One address — infinite pleasures. This glorious home puts the world
at your fingertips. A secure home with superior design, exceptional
finishes and a lifestyle of ultimate luxury. Living rooms with sheets of
glass and amazing views of the spectacular garden. A wonderful
kitchen with breakfast room, sophisticated bedrooms with beautiful
bathrooms, this is proof that a new era in pampered living has arrived.
Directions: Rivonia Rd into Outspan Rd, right at the 4 way stop into
West Road North, follow pointers. Web Ref: 93260

Norma Robinson 082 554 7260 | 01 | 656 0888

ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY
Glenhazel — From R2.899 Million

A gorgeous secure 4 bedroom garden cluster. A find of the century.
Move into this modern spic and span cluster home comprising of
spacious tiled reception rooms onto large private walled garden.
Gourmet open plan kitchen. 4 Bedrooms, 2 modern bathrooms
(mes). Huge bonus lovely staff suite plus double electronic garage, 24
hour security. Hurry will be sold! Directions: Along Northfield into
Nova Place. Web Ref: 93308

Joel Harris 082926 0287|011 880 3550

To invest in a property in Israel contact
Herschel Jawitz 082 571 1829 | 011 880 3550

Herschel@jawitz.co.za

Morningside — Asking R3.599 Million

Serenely situated. At the end of a quiet lane, this private retreat offers
a warm and welcoming interior which lends itself to comfortable
family living and superlative entertaining! The spacious living rooms,
which permeate light and air, lead to a lovely patio and pool. Excellent
re-done kitchen, double garage and walk to Shul!

Web Ref: 93021
Norma Robinson 082554 7260|011 656 0888

ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY
Sunningdale - From R1.999 Million

Exciting release in secure serene road closure. A well-loved
immaculate family home offering 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, guest
toilet and 3 lovely reception rooms onto covered patio and garden of
Eden. Staff accommodation, 2 automated garages, and lots of off
street parking. Directions: Along Northfield into Swemmer into
Dale Road. Web Ref. 90624

Joel Harris 082 926 0287|011 880 3550

www.jawitz.co.za

OPENING NIGHT

WEDNESDAY 19TH AUGUST
DOORS OPEN 6PM
OPENING ADDRESS 7PM
KING DAVID VICTORY
PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL
CRAIGHALL ROAD
VICTORY PARK

Curated by Kim Lieberman, Lesley Cohen and Kevin Handelsman.

SELECTED WORKS DONATED BY

Sponsored by

GOODMAN GALLERY e Bidvest Bank

A KING DAVID VICTORY PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA INITIATIVE.

Everyone welcome.
We look forward to seeing you there
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Around the Jewish World

GOLF COURSE IN THE NEGEV DESERT
BEERSHEVA - The Caesarea Golf Club, about an
hour’s drive from Tel Aviv, is the only international-
standards golf course in Israel. There’s also a nine-
hole, half-course at Kibbutz Ga’ash, 30 minutes north
of Tel Aviv.

If all goes according to plan, the newest 18-hole
golf course in Israel will be in the Negev.

“It will bring a wave of tourism to the region and
new business deals,” Nisim Nir, of the Omer Regional
Council, tells Israel21c.

“I'm sure we’ll see new deals being signed
between foreign companies and companies from
the Omer Industrial Park and from the Advanced
Technologies Park in Beersheva,” says Nir, of the
planned course that will straddle both high-tech
parks. - Israel21c

BRANDEIS STUDY FINDS ANTI-SEMITISM HIGH
ON CANADIAN CAMPUSES

BOSTON - There are particularly high levels of hostil-
ity toward Jews or Israel on Canadian campuses,
according to a new study about anti-Semitism at
North American universities.

The Brandeis University report, which was released
last week, was based on an online survey of more
than 3 000 North American university students who
had applied for, but not yet taken, a free, 10-day
Birthright Israel trip.

One-third said they had been verbally harassed
over the past year because they were Jewish, while
almost three-quarters reported having been exposed
to anti-Semitic statements, including the claim that
Jews have too much power and that Israelis behave
“like Nazis” toward Palestinians.

A quarter of respondents said they had “been
blamed during the past year for the actions of Israel
because they were Jewish”. - Canadian Jewish News

LGBT ADVOCACY GROUP ELECTED TO
MELBOURNE JEWISH BODY

MELBOURNE - Keshet has become the first affiliate
of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria (JCCV) to
specifically advocate for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) community.

The organisation was unanimously voted in by the
affiliates in attendance at JCCV’s plenum on Monday
night.

It comes 16 years after Aleph Melbourne, a social
and support group for the LGBT community, failed in
its bid to join the JCCV after several Orthodox syna-
gogues threatened to quit the communal roof body.

“This is a great feeling and, most importantly, we
have now started a dialogue with the community
which allows us to reach out to more members,”
Jonathan Barnett, head of Keshet Australia, said.

“The excitement for me is that people want to be
involved, they want to be supportive and, after almost
five years of trying, the doors are finally open so that
we can help people.” - Australian Jewish News

SABBATH STRIKE AT BEN GURION AIRPORT
BEN-GURION AIRPORT - The Ben-Gurion Airport
Employee Union announced last week Thursday that
it would be striking from the beginning of the Sab-
bath on Friday evening to the end of the Sabbath on
Saturday evening in protest of the Airports Authority’s
refusal to directly employ workers in place of hiring
them on a contract basis. Contract workers receive
fewer benefits than directly employed workers.

The union decided to take organisational steps
after negotiations to limit hiring of contract workers
reached a dead end.

Union chairman Pinchas Edan said that “it cannot
be that everyone is talking about getting rid of the
phenomenon of contract workers and in the Airports
Authority they are expanding the use of this exploita-
tive practice”. - Israel 21¢

.

For these and all your properties
www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

Our Dedicated Experienced Team Offering you!

 Property sales & rentals

 Extensive property marketing

o www.stamelmanproperties.co.za / www.
property24.co.za / www.privateproperty.co.za

 Print media — Jewish Report — Sunday Times —

MARK

North Eastern Tribune — JHB Express and others

SHIRLEY TREVOR LORRAINE
GOLDBERG STAMELMAN STAMELMAN LEVY * Monthly newsletters, bulk SMS communications
072186 6911 083 488 0747 082608 0168 082 517 0396 * Weekly show days, colour brochures, dominant
area coverage... Prominent Constant Exposure.
 Extensive database, secured online marketing
and communications.
 Strong administration and support with legal,
marketing and financial back up.
 Excellent training — competitive incentives
EZRA SHAQUILLE JUSTIN LYNN o Credit checks, finance arranged
SHER SAYERS JACOBSON MCKAY * Secure, professional office environment
083 407 6633 078 448 3388 083 327 2591 079 522 8634 o “Extraordinary Service Extraordinary Trust”

Trevor Stamelman (082)-608-0168 | Office (011) 885-3742 or (011) 440-2579

trevor@stamelmanproperties.co.za | www.stamelmanproperties.co.za

Jewish way

SUZANNE BELLING

The words of the song in Fiddler on the Roof,
“Matchmaker, matchmaker, make me a match”
may refer to a different time and place but the
shadchan or shadchanit (matchmaker) still ex-
ists in abundance albeit with a different meth-
odology. Today there are Jewish websites and
online dating services where prospective brides
and grooms can “catch their own catch”.

One young Jewish woman, who wishes to
remain anonymous, feels the problems with
South African-based sites are that the commu-
nity is too small, there is not much awareness
of the sites or apps and many of the responders
are from overseas.

“I personally found Jewish guys are on both
mixed and Jewish sites - so they are chatting to
a Jewish girl saying they want to get married,
but on the side they are with non-Jewish girls.

“I went out on many a date from these sites:
yid.com, jswipe, Jcrush and others and the guys
were just okay.”

Rael - who dates online - says it can be a good
place to meet people, but he has not found
anything more than a friendship - which did last
for six years.

“The problems I encountered were that
pictures were not updated and profiles were
incomplete.”

One man, who wouldn'’t give his name, met
his wife on yid.com. “After a six-week whirlwind
romance, we were engaged and married six
months later. We now have two daughters.”

And, although many successful marriages
have been translated from cyber into real-
ity, those using online dating to meet people,
should be wary of scams.

Shereen says she often goes on Jewish and
non-Jewish sites, with the objective of meeting
other Jews. “I have met quite a few guys who
have turned into great friendships, with one or
two relationships on the way.” But she also had
one very negative experience.

Hatches and matches the

14 — 21 August 2015

“I'met a Jew’ on a non-Jewish site and chat-
ted for a month, while he was in the US on busi-
ness. He then wanted me to collect a box that he
was sending via courier for me to keep for him
while he was away.

“Turns out that when the courier company
wanted me to pay for ‘extra weight’ and I
confronted him about it, he got ugly and then I
realised our whole ‘relationship/friendship’ was
a scam and he was just trying to get money out
of me.”

Conversely, Casey Shevel is a flesh-and-blood
shadchanit of the old school. She is stopped
in shopping malls and in the streets, and told:
“You are going to heaven”, because one widely-
held belief is if one sends three couples under
the chuppah, one is assured of a place in Olam
Haba. Casey, an events co-ordinator by profes-
sion, runs singles evenings at her home every
six weeks. She calls her efforts “Shmingles”.

“I am passionate about this. I thank G-d -itis
a novel way of bringing people together. I have
three age groups and sometimes run campaigns
on Facebook for over 50s, for whom I arrange
cheese and wine evenings.

“Thave arranged 11 weddings in three years,
even met my own husband Eyal through a shid-
duch and have three wonderful, wild boys.”

Rebbetzen Chaya Masinter was an accom-
plished shadchanit until her home - and her
files - were burnt in a fire eight years ago. She
now does her work on an ad hoc basis, but has
chalked up several successful marriages of lead-
ing members of the Jewish community, includ-
ing within her own family.

“Sandra” terms herself an “unofficial” match-
maker. “When I meet single people - widows,
widowers and divorcees - I take down their
telephone numbers and try to have them over
on a Friday night.”

When fixing up two young people, Sandra
ensures they want the same things out of life,
including Jewish observance. “When they are
older, we look more towards companionship.”

~JUMM

NESTLING

CALL: +27 (0)11 447 9 744
WEBSITE: WWW.SUMMERPLACESA.COM
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Prof Adam Habib’s two hats

the audience from Michael Freeman, Israeli’s

TAKING ISSUE

Geoff Sifrin

When Wits Vice-Chancellor Adam Habib spoke
at Limmud two weeks ago, he made it clear from
the beginning that he would be frank, and frank
he was, as he addressed the packed auditorium
in which most people were avid supporters of
Israel. Personally, said Habib, he was a severe
critic of Israel and did not accept it as a “Jewish”
state. “I do not believe, in a cosmopolitan world,
in a state project that is ethnically or religiously
defined. That means I am just as critical of Saudi
Arabia, Syria and Iran.

“In a world where challenges are becoming
transnational, we are going to have to learn to
operate across religious, cultural, and national
boundaries. A brotherhood and sisterhood of
humanity is essential. Ethnic, religious and
linguistic states are dangerous and an anachro-
nism.”

Habib also criticises Israel because he
believes “it has used overwhelming force... and
there have been huge civilian casualties. But
I am just as critical of Hamas, Syria and Iran,
both on the state project that they have, but
also the way they deploy their militaries.”

Habib made it clear that he wears two hats,
however. And in his official capacity at Wits, he
was determined that the campus will remain
an open space for debate - which includes
ensuring that both pro-Israel and anti-Israel
views can be freely expressed.

“I will participate in that debate. But I will
guarantee that my own strong viewpoints will
not dominate and prevent other people from
being heard. Wits has a multiplicity and plural-
ity of views and a strong tradition of robust,
open debate. I want to keep that open, because
it is through this that we can craft a new hu-
man consciousness.”

Habib then pointed to an issue which has
become highly relevant to supporters of Israel
in recent weeks: It is all very well denouncing
the people who unfairly criticise Israel for be-
ing anti-Semites, racists, etc. But first, he said,
we need to denounce the racists within our
own community.

His talk took place after a terrible week in Is-
rael, in which alleged Jewish religious extrem-
ists murdered a Palestinian baby by throwing a
Molotov cocktail into his family’s house - and
in a period when cries of “Kill the Arabs” are
becoming more frequently heard among Jew-
ish ultra-nationalists in the settler movement
and elsewhere.

Have South African Jews been sufficiently
outspoken in condemning racism within the
local Jewish community, and among Jews in
Israel?

“I find it offensive,” said Habib, “that we are
always prepared to call out the racists among
the other, but never in our own midst. I mean
this about all communities in South Africa, not
just the Jewish community. Unless we have the
courage to call out the racists within our own
communities as much as we call out the racists
in other communities, we are never going to
get far.

“You would not believe how many times I
have had people say to me that they are com-
mitted to free speech on the Wits campus, but
not for ‘those guys’, because their views are
‘offensive’.

“People have said, ‘Mcebo Dlamini [the
former SRC president who posted ‘I love Hitler’
on his Facebook page] is a bloody racist, but
all blacks are like that’. I have also criticised
BDS for not calling out the racists in their own
midst. Until you do that, your claim to have
a ‘human rights’ agenda sounds hollow. It is
amazing, our propensity not to internalise and
self-reflect.”

After his talk, Habib took a question from

deputy ambassador, on whether he believes
Israel has the right to exist as a Jewish state.

Habib answered by confirming what he had
started with: “Do I accept the right of Israel to
exist? Yes. But it should be a democratic, multi-
cultural state. The same should apply to all the
states in the Mideast. I don’t believe in Islamic
states or Jewish states. My model is actually the
United States, or the South African constitu-
tion. That does not mean that I think Israel
should be destroyed - it will have to evolve into a
cosmopolitan state.

“Our future as humanity is dependent on us
beginning to transcend national boundaries.
We must unite across those communities. I, as
a practising Muslim, have far more in common
with progressive Jews and Christians than with
conservative or reactionary Muslims.”

Habib touches on a very sensitive issue. The
truth is that Israelis and Jews themselves have
not clearly defined what it means for Israel to be
a ‘Jewish state”. Is it just a state with a majority
of Jews?

Community

Strings to soothe your soul with sound

The South African Zionist Federation is pre-
senting for one night only, the famous King
David String Ensemble as its headline act for
the upcoming “Chords for a Cause” concert.

The concert takes place on September 6 at
the Auto and General Theatre on the Square in
Sandton at 17:00.
Tickets are R180 per
person.

For tickets and
further information,
contact the SAZF
on (011) 645-2531.
Tickets are already
selling fast.

The members of
the ensemble are all
Jewish musicians
who hail from the
former Soviet Union and are set to take the
South African community by storm with their
renditions of masterpieces of both Jewish
and classical music, the SAZF says in a media
release.

Described as a tour de force by the Jerusalem
Post, they have travelled all over the world includ-
ing performing in Japan, Spain, Denmark, Sweden,
France, Belgium, Thailand, Korea, the Philippines,
Singapore, Myanmar, and the United States, with a
repertoire that ranges from the baroque to the con-
temporary periods.

“Music has the
ability to bring us
together, ignite the
soul and spread
messages. In this
instance the mes-
sages are truth,
peace and together-
" ness,” the media
| release states.

“All proceeds
from the show will
go to combating those who continue to wage
war daily against Israel in the court of public
opinion by spreading falsehoods and rhetoric
against the Jewish State.”
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Divorce and the co-
parenting conundrum

An Orthodox British woman residing in Vienna, Austria, lost custody of her
two young sons in 2013 with a total of a mere six visits allowed a month and a
requirement to pay maintenance. This has come to the attention of international
Jewish media recently for the extent of its cruelty.

Beth Alexander, a university lecturer whose former husband, Dr Michael
Schlesinger, had her declared mentally unfit to care for the boys, says they are
now being cared for by two au pairs.

The British Orthodox community has tried to come to her aid and have
written to the Viennese Jewish community, criticising them for not protecting
this vulnerable mother who claims that her husband and the Austrian Orthodox
community made baseless claims about her mental state because she wanted to
get divorced in a religious community that is critical of such choices.

The reasons for divorce are usually unpleasant and once a couple has split,
there are again a multitude of reasons for further conflict and tension - such as
the case of this couple in Austria - where the children are likely to be the ones
who will suffer most.

Our very own South African Jewish community has been witness to some
hideous divorces and I am sure that some of our more high profile cases would
rank up there with the best stories from Beverly Hills.

The South African Justice Department’s 2012-13 annual report showed that
the divorce rate had rocketed by 28 per cent from 39 573 to 50 517 cases but the
stats still do not tell us what percentage of marriages end in divorce here.

Causes of further acrimony between divorced couples - particularly when
there are children - are numerous, say psychologists. Perhaps one of them finds
anew partner and the other person is not yet settled and happy in their life.

The dissatisfied partner may be resentful and then makes it difficult for the
other (happier former spouse) by using the children as pawns. Or the financial
arrangements don't feel equitable. This may lead to lengthy, expensive and
animosity-fuelled legal proceedings and again the children may be drawn into
the conflict.

Yet even when the relationship between the former spouses is good - if there
are children involved - for the rest of time one is sharing and negotiating terms
for one’s most valuable assets with a person one has decided to no longer be
married to and whose life, potential future partner and priorities are no longer
in line with one’s own. It is - even in the best of cases - one of the toughest
situations to deal with.

Parenting arrangements vary - but can be anything that is deemed by the
parents, a mediator or in acrimonious cases - by the court, in the child’s best
interests.

Jonathan Clements, author and scriptwriter, and a divorced father, wrote in
the Wall Street Journal a few years ago that one should think of one’s relationship
with the former spouse as a business relationship. “Forget the bad blood. Ignore
stuff that isn’t your business. Instead, focus on the task at hand, which is raising
the children.”

Yet this can be so difficult because there are times when overwhelming
anger or frustration prevails, which is now not moderated by the conventions
of marriage with its spirit of compromise. Former spouses may differ on
childrearing strategies or dislike the new partner and often if the children spend
more time with the “ex”, the other parent may experience a deep sense of loss.
Also, dealing with the issues that crop up through the lives of one’s children -
discipline problems, disappointing school reports, teenage angst - requires a lot
of co-operation and restraint.

If parents are not amicable, resolving these already tricky issues can be almost
impossible and much more stressful for the children. The negative effects on
children when parents are at war - even when married and especially when
divorced - are well researched. Children can become anxious, guilty, distracted,
and be made to feel like double agents in a spy thriller.

Yes, getting divorced with children and successfully navigating all the
obstacles requires soul searching and trying to put one’s selfish interests aside.
If both parties can focus on being the best co-parents possible, they will at least
know that they have managed to traverse the treacherous territory of close co-
operation with a person they consciously chose to disengage from.

And while they could not provide their children with the original happily
married unit, they are both offering their precious progeny a fine example of
compromise, empathy and maturity.

— Vanessa Valkin, Editor

More news on our website www.sajr.co.za

Senator Charles Schumer Democrat New York, is
opposed to the Iran deal.

President Barack Obama at a meeting he convened with
Jewish leaders at the White House to “sell” the deal.

Iran debate devolves with charges
of ‘dual loyalty’ and ‘dog whistles’

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON

The dredging up of the dual loyalty charge - that lawmak-
ers who reject the Iran nuclear agreement and the Ameri-
can Israel Public Affairs Committee, which is lobbying
against it, are more closely aligned with Israel than the
United States - illustrates just how tense the debate over
the deal has become.

The charge came to the fore after Senator Charles
Schumer, Democrat New York, the highest-ranking Jew-
ish Democrat in the Senate, announced last week that he
was opposing the deal reached on July 14 between Iran
and six world powers.

A weekly cartoon on Daily Kos, a liberal website, de-
picted Schumer as a woodchuck, and in the course of a TV
interview, the flag in the woodchuck’s office changes from
American to Israeli and the moderator, a basset hound,
calls Schumer a traitor. The cartoonist, Eric Lewis, has had
drawings published in the New Yorker.

The cartoon has drawn outraged responses.

“There is room for a legitimate debate on the Iran deal,
however charges” of disloyalty “against Senator Schumer
— and any other members who articulate on fact-based
but alternative views — are beyond inappropriate,” Jona-
than Greenblatt, the new national director of the Anti-
Defamation League, told the Times of Israel.

With most Republicans against the deal, Democrats
have become the battleground - and Schumer has been
under especially intense scrutiny. Congress has until late
September to decide whether to reject the agreement.

The Democratic caucus generally defers to those within
the party with the biggest stake in an issue, and tradition-
ally has looked to its Jewish caucus, some 27 members, for
leadership on Israel-related issues.

Six have declared against the deal and 10 have declared
for it. But Schumer’s coming out in opposition was seen
as a watershed because he is line to succeed Senator Harry
Reid, Democrat Nevada, the party’s leader in the Senate
who is retiring next year.

MoveOn,
launched a drive to defund Schumer, headlining one e-

the liberal activist group, immediately

mail to supporters, “Unbelievable. Schumer. War”.

In an interview, Ilya Sheyman, MoveOn’s executive di-
rector, repudiated anti-Semitism in the debate, but said
likening Schumer to those who want war was justified.
Sheyman, who is Jewish, said Schumer’s Jewishness was
not a factor in the MoveOn campaign.

AIPAC’s president, Robert Cohen, on Monday in an e-
mail to supporters pushed back against what he said were

Rent for three days and get Shabbat free.

Contact Europcar on 0861 131 000 or go to europcar.co.za/promotions

to make your booking. Offer valid until 31 August 2015.

Terms and conditions apply.

0861 131 000 europcar.co.za

EuropcarSA f W

the Obama administration’s misrepresentations of his
pro-Israel lobbying group’s policy.

The differences arose last week in an exchange between
Lee Rosenberg, an Obama backer and a past AIPAC presi-
dent, and Obama at a meeting the president convened
with Jewish leaders at the White House.

At the meeting, attendees said, Obama noted TV ads
paid for by an affiliate of AIPAC, Citizens for a Nuclear-
Free Iran, and appeared to conflate them with other ads
that liken Obama to Neville Chamberlain, the British
prime minister widely seen as having appeased Hitler.

The CNFI ad addresses the substance of the deal and
“does not single out the president in any way”, Cohen said
in the e-mail.

Online, some Obama critics lost no time in drawing a
line between the Daily Kos cartoon and Obama’s rhetoric
defending the deal.

“The president’s dog whistles are heard by the presi-
dent’s dogs,” David Frum, a former speechwriter for Presi-
dent George W Bush and now a senior editor at The Atlan-
tic, tweeted.

A number of conservative commentators had already
said that Obama was insinuating anti-Semitic tropes
about dual loyalty in addresses he has delivered defending
the deal.

Elliott Abrams, a deputy national security adviser under
Bush who is now a fellow at the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, writing in the conservative Weekly Standard, quot-
ed Obama from the speech: “Does anyone really doubt
that the same voices now raised against this deal will be
demanding that whoever is president bomb those nuclear
facilities?” Obama asked.

“Who are these people who will be ‘demanding’ war?”
Abrams wrote, and then said Obama was referring to
AIPAC “and Jewish members of Congress like Chuck
Schumer and Eliot Engel and Ted Deutch.”

Obama in his speech at American University did say
that “many of the same people who argued for the war
in Iraq were now making the case against the Iran nu-
clear deal” Yet he also explicitly distinguished opponents
whose scepticism for the deal stems from support for
Israel from Republican partisans, whom he accused of
beating the drums for war, and he expressed sympathy
for the pro-Israel outlook.

“Ido think it is important to acknowledge another more
understandable motivation behind the opposition to this
deal, or at least scepticism to this deal,” he said, “and that
is a sincere affinity for our friend and ally Israel. An affinity
that, as someone who has been a stalwart friend to Israel
throughout my career, I deeply share.” (JTA)

Europcar
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------------------------- A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Durban Jewry’s AGM - Taddy Blecher’s inspirational message

Last Thursday evening, at the Durban
Jewish Centre, the Council for KwaZulu-
Natal Jewry held its 84th AGM. As
always, it was a pleasure for me to be
with my own community and be given an
overview of all the amazing work that the
Board is doing.

Re-elected for a second term were

Ronnie Herr, president; Jeremy Droyman

regardless of race or creed, selflessly devoted
themselves to helping the needy and
vulnerable in their society.

Just has Taddy Blecher was inspired to
accomplish what he has by the example set
by his father, so can we likewise be inspired
by the plethora of projects and good works
carried out by members of our community

and look for ways in which we ourselves can

and Alana Baranov (1st and 2nd vice
president) and Gary Baranov (honorary
treasurer). I congratulate them, and the
entire committee, on a very successful
term of office and wish them all further
success in the year to come.

We were privileged to have as keynote

Above Board
Mary Kluk

National Chairman

become more involved.

Two days prior to the CKNJ AGM,
I was in Cape Town to participate in a
media workshop for Board members and
communal leaders. The panel included
academics and media professionals, who
provided interesting insights on how

speaker Dr Taddy Blecher, whose topic
was “How one Jewish boy is helping change SA for
good”. His message was that every one of us is capable of
contributing to their society and should strive to do so.

Taddy himself is well known for the outstanding
work he does in the field of education for those
from underprivileged backgrounds. This culminated
in his co-founding the Community and Individual
Development City Campus, an accredited
university offering degrees in Bachelor of Business
Administration.

In devoting himself in this way to the upliftment
through education, Taddy had a wonderful role-model
in his father Dr John Blecher, a gynaecologist who
in addition to putting dozens of members of his own
family through university, devoted two days of each
working week to treating inmates (including political
prisoners) in the women’s jail.

As he spoke about this remarkable individual, it
struck me once again how many unsung heroes and
heroines we have in our community, people who
without ever seeking any kudos for themselves and

the media works and on how the Board
can better communicate what it is doing to its own
constituency and to the wider society.

Congratulations to the Cape Council for organising
this stimulating and thought-provoking event.

Exam alert

At this time of the year, university students are starting
to gear up for their year-end exams. The Board has
already been alerted to several cases of clashes with
Yomtov and is working to resolve them.

I would like to take this opportunity to urge all
students to carefully check their exam timetables and
report any clashes to our National office as timeously as
possible (sajbd@sajbd.org).

The Board will assist in every way that it can in
dealing with such problems, but it cannot do so
effectively if they are brought to our attention only at
the last minute.

« Listen to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish Board Talk, 101.9
ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00.

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Perspectives from the Cape

I've just returned from a few
days in the scenic city of Cape
Town where I met a number
of remarkable people and
achieved some important
objectives. What a beautiful
city - even when it’s cold and
raining.

My primary reason for

going was to attend a summit

which are pretty much
universal but neverthe-
less unique in the South
African context.

I talked about the
specific environment of
the Chev and described our
many triumphs and what
keeps me up at night.

The summit provided

I was invited to by a founda-
tion which has been along-
standing Chev benefactor.

a positive and inspiring
setting for educating about
trends, networking and

The summit was fully Partners in  collaboration. As always,
sponsored and intended Chesed perseverance is a life lesson
to brlngftl(\)]%(gh(zr a d-,lcvefrifl Michael Sieff th?/f] iglznf?]ra]éy paz‘s off.
group o s (most of them Group CEO e in Cape Town

not Jewish) to share ideas,

I paid a visit to another

information and inspiration. About
30 organisations were represented, all
of whom are recipients of funding. In
keeping with the foundation’s man-
date, dozens of operational improve-
ments have been made to our facilities
over the years which have provided
immediate benefit.

Delegates were invited to share in-
formation about themselves and while
every occasion provides opportunities
for some learning, this time I learned a
great deal. As each beneficiary spoke, it
was hugely encouraging to hear of the
wonderful work being done through-
out the country and to find out that
there are 135 000 non-profits across
SA.

Speakers reported on the opera-
tional and funding challenges they face,

particularly generous Chev donor to
express our gratitude in person. His

hospitality was as encouraging as his
ongoing charity and humility.

Finally, I called upon Jewish Care
Cape, an organisation which, together
with a number of others, is tasked with
providing care similar to that offered
by the Chev, but naturally on a smaller
scale. I will be maintaining contact with
them - sharing models, experiences
and learning from setbacks.

My sincere thanks, on behalf of the
Chev, to all those who received and wel-
comed me so warmly. They say travel
broadens the mind. It was my experi-
ence in this past week that you don’t
have to travel far to achieve that.

May our partnership continue to
thrive.

This column is paid for by the Chevrah Kadisha

NOW LAUNCHING

Lori Palatnik, world renowned speaker, writer and Jewish educator shares her inspiring story with us

HEAR THE STORY.

IT'S A LIFE CHANGING EVENT. DON'T MISS IT.

N MEDICALRESCUE

INSIGNIA ADVERTISING

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

Cape Town: Date Sunday 16 August | Time 10am | Venue Claremont Wynberg Shul, 53 Grove Avenue, Claremont

R100 p.p. Men & Women welcome | Breakfast will be served
Contact 021 671 9007 | email marion@clarewynshul.co.za

Joburg: Date Sunday 23 August | Time 10am | Venue Wanderers Club, 21 North St., lllovo

R150 p.p. Men & Women welcome | Breakfast will be served
Contact 0860 222 234 | email sharon@hatzolah.co.za

X

Life2lLife

The Donor Network

www.life2life.co.za
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U-16 futsal team and coaching staff outside Berlin Olympi
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Maccabi

Maccabi SA making history in Berlin

Qur boys enjoying

YESHIVA COLLEGE

BOYS & GIRLS HIGH SCHOOLS

The Torah School of Excellence

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING

VIBRANT TORAH EDUCATION FOR A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY

Date: 17 August 2015

For more information and to RSVP

please contact Teresa on 011 640 9905

Join us to discover how our curriculum, environment and experiential education
strives to offer the ideal balance of Limudei Kodesh and General Studies, equipping
your children with the tools and passion for a lifelong journey of religious, intellectual
and personal growth. Come meet our senior educational management team, as we
eagerly partner with you, the parents, to instil the next generation with a commitment
to Avodat Hashem, Talmud Torah, Eretz Yisrael and Tikkun Olam.

® ~

Yeshiva College Campus @YeshivaCollege

fom

Yeshiva College South Africa

TEL: 011 640 9900
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I came to the WIZO shelter afraid
for my life. But now;, I feel like I
was born anew. WIZO protected
me and my daughters and I left
stronger than ever.” (Ranit — Tel
Aviv)

WIZO is proactive in reducing
domestic violence via a wide range
of help and therapies for women
and children subjected to violence.

Our battered women’s shelters,
run in protected and secluded
environments, give women a clean
break from violence and a fresh
start at a better life.

Programmes are run for single
mothers, battered women and girls
at risk in difficult situations. These
programmes empower them to
lead independent and stable lives.

Ranit, from a wealthy suburb of Tel Aviv,
never thought she would find herself in a
battered women’s shelter. As her home life
deteriorated rapidly, it became clear that her
life was in danger.

In one swift movement, she and her
daughters were clandestinely taken to a shel-
ter for battered women and their children.
Here, she began to rebuild. WIZO counsellors
and staff helped her and her daughters to
feel safe and secure, while Ranit prepared for
an independent and self-sufficient life, free
from violence.

Domestic violence is a phenomenon that
occurs in about 200 000 families in Israel,
and is witnessed by some 600 000 children
across the broad spectrum of Israeli society.

Since the first Knesset, WIZO has had a
representative on various government com-
mittees and continues to play a significant

------------------------- A column of WIZO South Africa -------------oco .

Women for women - the heart of WIZO

role in discussions, initiatives and
legislation which impact women’s
status and rights to this day.

Since her traumatic experi-
ence, Ranit has written a book on
domestic violence and shelters to
help other families and children
to understand and deal with the
issue. She and her children are safe
and violence free thanks to WIZO.

August being a month of focus
on Women, WIZO South Africa
are proud to announce that they
will be hosting Dr Einat Wilf,
renowned public speaker, advocate
for Israel and Women’s Rights.

In her latest op-ed in the Jerusa-
lem Post, Einat describes the many
parallels between “feminism”

and “Zionism” - both words have become
“stained” in the 21st century. Since their
inception, both have faced a purposeful and
continuous effort to deprive them of their
ideological force.

For decades, Zionism has been subject to
the relentless attack of the “placard strategy”
- the mechanism by which Zionism is equat-
ed in placards, UN resolutions and media
utterances with a litany of the world’s most
negative words, from racism to genocide.

Feminism has been painted as an affront
to womanhood, an ideology of hatred to-
ward men, and as the main barrier to a nice
woman finding a man. The outcome has been
to deprive both revolutions of vital support.
(http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Feminism-
and-Zionism-411026).

Dr Einat Wilf will be visiting South Africa
as the guest of WIZO South Africa in Novem-
ber in Johannesburg and Cape Town.

This column paid for by WIZO SA

Venue: Waver
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A four part seminar by Rabbi Dr David Nossel

The Genesis of The Inspired Marriage unlocks the secrets of how to create
the deepest and most exciting relationship with your spouse - based on a
fascinating journey of the Torah's account of the creation of man and woman.

wl Hall | Dates: Monday nights 24th, 31st Aug; 7th, 2
Bookings and info re seminar or private sessions: Leanne 084 201 5057
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Jpm - 9pm | Cost;
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Disclaimer

The letters page is intended to provide an opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be expressed.
Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff

or directors of the Jewish Report.

The Editor, PO Box 84650, Greenside, 2034 email: sharon@sajewishreport.co.za

IRAN: HEED THE NORTH KOREAN
NUCLEAR ANALOGY

Mr Justice Dennis Davis [in his quali-
fied approval of the Iran nuclear deal in
the Jewish Report] needs a reminder
that an American president thought he
could make the same deal with North
Korea and of course the North Koreans
agreed to all the demands only because
it allowed them breathing space to
build their nuclear arsenal.

Maurice Levin
Port Elizabeth

KAYLI VEE: RIGHT PERSON,
WRONG PHOTOGRAPH

An incorrect photograph was
printed as that of Kayli Vee Levitan
in Ant Katz’s story “Four young
Jews chosen among SA’s finest”

in last week’s Jewish Report. The
correct photograph of Kayli Vee has
since been printed on our website.

Guidelines for letters

shortened.

JEWISH LEADERS AND MEDIA HAVE DUTY TO PROMOTE ALIYAH

The editorial in last week’s issue of Jewish Report
was very praiseworthy of the Jewish community
in South Africa and in my opinion very deservedly
so. Many consider the opinions of our only Jewish
newspaper to be highly influential in shaping the
future of our young generation in this country.

The editor’s analysis presents a very optimistic
future for this community and points out the in-
credible contributions Jewish citizens have made
in all fields of life. Indeed, the editorial does pro-
vide encouragement for young people to continue
to thrive and prosper, and to get stronger.

I feel, however, that as “leaders”, the media play
an important role in leadership; the editor has
omitted to inform the community of one impor-
tant fact: The Jews in the Diaspora are living in
(voluntary) exile.

It might be true that we are thriving and pros-
pering in this country as individuals, but as time
moves on, the more “prosperous” we become, the
more Jewish nationhood is shattered.

For nearly 2 000 years our ancestors prayed
and dreamed of returning to Zion. Then when the
State of Israel was re-established and we finally

to stay.

Space prevents me from citing the long list of
drawbacks of living in exile. It is true that for many
“mature” Jewish people who are long settled in
their ways, the challenge of aliyah is not possible.
But any Jewish organisation or institution or
federation, especially Torah leaders who do not
exhort our youth to leave the Galut and build his
or her future in Eretz Yisrael, betrays their duty as
a Jewish leader.

By all means our current Jewish community
leaders are to be praised for their sterling efforts
in keeping the Jewish structures alive. At the same
time they should know that the whole goal of
the exile is to prepare the Jews for the prayed for
return to Zion. This is the goal of our Torah and
our prophets.

The Diaspora/exile isn’t meant to last forever.
The curse isn’t meant to be extended and em-
braced. We are meant to come home.

The Jewish Report with its large influence on
our youth, should be part of our leadership to not
only praise this wonderful Jewish community, but
also to inform it of its true goal. The rabbis are not

Letters of up to 400 words get preference. Provide your full name, place of residence, and daytime phone number.
We do not publish letters under noms de plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or

‘ZEALOTS’ PROSELYTISE ALSO NON-JEWS AT
NORWOOD HYPER

I shop at Norwood Mall. Recently I was informed
by a non-Jewish man (and not an anti-Semite) that
he has been having to contend with being followed,
harassed and exhorted to wear tefillin by misguided
zealots.

He is not liking the aggressive, heavy-handed
proselytising he’s experiencing. As far as [ am aware,
there is little history of evangelism in Jewish litera-
ture.

Religion, culture or ritual should not be foisted
on another. This unnecessary zealotry is creating
disharmony and ill-will in those who normally are
quite accepting of other traditions.

We are a people who should be spreading light,
an atmosphere of caring and a display of exemplary
behaviour.

To those responsible for such pursuits: Kindly
refrain and desist from unbecoming acts which only
serve to alienate and antagonise.

Religion is a personal matter and any religious
demand imposed on others is entirely unacceptable.

Jean L Lowenstein

WWW.Sajr.co.za. doing it. The editor, can.

Johannesburg

had the chance to return to our land, something

went horribly wrong: Jewish communities, includ-
Choni Davidowitz
Golden Acres, Johannesburg

Jewish Report apologises to Kayli
Vee for the error.

ing ours, turned their backs on the opportunity.

3 lady... Act like a boss A

Join some of SA’s leading business women to

Instead of wanting to escape the exile, they choose

Think like

understand what it takes to get ahead of the game.

Sterna Wineberg is a
dynamic PCC internationally
accredited Personal & Executive
Coach. She specialises in
emotional intelligence and
personal development,
passionately empowering her
clients towards growth and
effective change.

Ursula Fear spearheaded the
Deloitte Graduate Academy (DGA),
one of South Africa’s best practice
graduate development localisation
programmes. She specialises in
assisting organisations in making
people more efficient in the workplace.

Debby Edelstein, CEO of Adrienne Hersch, founder and

QualityLife, is an international
speaker and writer on new
trends in leadership and
participates in leading edge
conferences and think-tanks
around the world.

CEO of Adrienne Hersch Property
Group, is an icon in the property
industry and a powerful, positive
role model for women and young
South African entrepreneurs.

Women’s Poyy,
erB
Wednesday 19 August 2015" eakfasr

Facilitating business growthand JF financial sus

- -2a. Space js limjteqy




www.kia.co.za

Tent. Observatory. Pickup truck. Dance floor. Garden. Army fort. Secret portal. Aquarium.
Christmas tree mover. Kitchen counter. Jacuzzi. Boudoir. Pram parking lot. Laundry
basket. Bike rack. Carpool. Newsroom. Gameviewing vehicle. Concert hall. Sports field.
Bed. Trampoline. Zoo. Library. Stage. Amusement park. Bus. Bowling alley. Quidditch
pitch. Treasure island. Circus. Mess hall. Creche. Mobile classroom. Hairdresser. Jungle
gym. Fishing perch. Wrestling ring. Karaoke lounge. Bubble machine. Ponystable.
Movie theatre. Slumber party. Spy agency. Spare room. Picnic spot. Walk in closet. Art
gallery. Ice-rink. Bowling alley. Puppet stage. Tree house. Igloo. Rain shelter. Reading
room. Games room. Newsroom. Restaurant. Bedroom. Lounge. Kitchen. Changing room.
Music conservatory. Oasis. Echo chamber. Caravan. Beach cottage. First aid centre. Hide.
Viewing platform. Bingo hall. Twister room. Poker club. Rugby field. Blow-up swimming

pool. Travelling circus. Pantry. Doggy parlour. Surf buddy. Park bench. Ice cream machine.

The new KIA Grand Sedona. Make room for memories. The Power to Surprise
Versatile, luxurious, safe and beautiful, the new KIA Grand Sedona lets families think big.

With a Smart Power Tailgate, Electric Sliding Doors, Dual Pane Sunroof, and a host of

technology and convenience features, the Grand Sedona makes going big, feel like going

home. You can choose between a 7 and an 11 Seater.

Test drive it at your nearest dealer or go to www.sedonamemories.co.za.

188090Fyt
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TO BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED NOTICE OR ADVERT CONTACT:
Tel (011) 430-1980, Fax 086-634-7935, email: shereen@sajewishreport.co.za

AUDIOLOGIST

KELLY NATHAN
Manor Medical Centre
189 Kelvin Drive
Morningside Manor
Tel: 0861-266-563
(0861-Book Me)
www.knaudiology.co.za

INDIVIDUALISED SERVICE FOR
ALL YOUR HEARING NEEDS

| LIFTS OFFERED |
ATAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky chauffeur
you in and around Johannesburg
in his Mercedes Benz.
OR Tambo from R200.
Tel: 082-399-6187
Also Sun City & game reserves
Passenger liability insurance

AIRPORT SERVICE

8-seater.
Tours/Day Drives
CONTACT ARNOLD,
082-447-0185

AIRPORT SHUTTLE
SAM
(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516
To OR Tambo
from R180.
To Lanseria
from R220.
Reasonable rates to
all other areas.

011-454-1193

SMILE-LEE'S LIFTS
A reliable lift service.
Specialising in lfts to and from
airports, shops, appointments,
casinos and courier.
(harna 083-391-6612

CAPE TOWN

HOWIE'S SHUTTLE
Since 2007

- AIRPORT TRANSFERS
- GENERAL TRANSPORT

www.howiesshuttle.co.za
Please phone Howard
082-711-4616

Experienced, reliable driver able
to lift you anywhere/ anytime 24
hours. Courier work undertaken.
Please call Paul Minsker
083-542-6480
(011) 882-2181

Alex's Lift Service
Experienced, reliable driver
specialising in lifts to shops and
appointments you need to go to.
Contact Alex: 083-409-4378

DIAL A LIFT
Comfortable
6/7 seater

All lifts,

day drives, tours
Pip Friedman
083-267-3281

dialalift@gmail.com
www.dialalift.co.za

To place your classified
adverts, call Shereen on
(011) 430-1980

Step

HOME SERVICES

DECEASED
ESTATE HOUSE
CLEARANCES
Entire households
cleared, professionally
and confidentially. I'll
take the burden off you
shoulders and pay you
for it. Please contact
Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837
ladimiklas22@gmail.com
for a trusted and
professional service.
Also clear garages,
cellars, storage rooms
and storage facilities.

Appliance repairs on-site
Fridges, stoves, washing
machines, tumble dryers and
dishwashers. Free quotations.
Call Jason 082-401-8239 /
076-210-6532

he Fridge
D_m_:tur

han Welz & Co:

FINE ART & DESIGN AUCTIONEERS

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION BY
DAVID RUBINGER

HOME SERVICES

WANTED

TOP CASH PAID
All household

furniture, linen,
kitchenware,
clothing & more.
All size beds &
bases.
Call Terry:
076-533-1440

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

Cottage fo let
Spacious cottage fo
let in Highlands North
Contact Simmy
(after hrs only)
(011) 788-3686

AVAILABLE

Pine Place, Lyndhurst
116 Johannesburg Road.
Call: 082 666 52 52
emailinfo@standout.co.za

FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP

LITHUANIAN / POLISH /
GERMAN CITIZENSHIP
Many South African Jews are
eligible for EU citizenship. If you
are interested, please contact
me. | specialise in obtaining
Lithuanian, Polish and German
citizenship. | am able to obtain the
required documents from archives
in Europe.

RAEL CYNKIN CA (SA)
INFO@NOBORDERS.CO0.ZA
083-346-4627

FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP

Toronto real estate
relocation
Thinking of moving?

We are a relocation team who can
assist with renting,/buying and
more! Call Daniel Bloch
@ 416-666:0311
daniel@danielbloch.com
Or visit www.DanielBloch.com

WANTED

[FYOU WANTTO
BUY OR SELL

AVEHICLE

CONTACT:
SOLLY KRAMER
082-922-3391

WANTED

NOTICES

Hawley Marble and Granite Works
Est. 1948. Monumental masons.
We are proud to have served the
Johanneshurg Jewish community
for many decades. Your support is
much appreciated. Collen Hawley
Tel: (011) 828- 9010 Chaim
Silver (011) 485-3005

iPad lessons for
senior citizens
Basic lessons given
with lots of patience!
No need to drive, |
will come to you.
Contact Hazel on
082-770-4725

Pilates reformer dasses
Glenhazel @ R125 p/p.
Accommodating 4 ladies
only. Contact Yvette.
yvetteherrmanné 1 3@gmail.
com

World News
in Brief

I[ran may be
‘sanitising
nuclear site’

JERUSALEM - Iran

may be sanitising the
Parchin nuclear facility,
which is purportedly
used to enrich uranium
for military purposes,
following the recently
reached nuclear deal.
“Satellite imagery picked
up by US government
assets in mid- and late
July showed that Iran had
moved bulldozers and
other heavy machinery
to the Parchin site and
that the US intelligence
community concluded
with high confidence that
the Iranian government
was working to clean

up the site ahead of
planned inspections by
the IAEA (International
Atomic Energy Agency),”
Bloomberg View reported,
citing US intelligence
sources. Institute for
Science and International
Security President David
Albright examined a
satellite image of Parchin
and reported seeing

two new large vehicles
as well as ongoing
alterations. (JNS.org)

Just exhibited in Cape Town and now opening
in Johannesburg

DATE: 26 August - 6 September 2015
(Closed Friday & Saturday from 14h00)

VENUE: The Greenside, Theatre & Function Venue
7A Chester Road, Greenside, 2196

ENTRANCE FEE: R50 for adults | R30 for children
CONTACT: 011 880 3125 for further information

Stephan Welz & Co. invites you to consign your
art and valuables to the Johannesburg auction.

Auction Date 10 & 11 November 2015
Closing Consighing Date 28 August

You are welcome to bring your valuables for valuation during this
photography exhibition to The Greenside Theatre & Function Venue

STEPHAN WELZ & CO.
4th Floor, South Tower, Nelson Mandela Square
Cnr Rivonia Road & 5th Street, Sandton, 2196
011 880 3125 | jhb@stephanwelzandco.co.za
www.stephanwelzandco.co.za
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SA earns eight medals at historical Berlin Games

JACK MILNER

The South African Maccabi team brought

home eight medals from the European Mac-
cabi Games (EMG) in Berlin, but more than the
sporting success, the delegation had been a part
of something quite unique.

“The opening ceremony in particular was
very symbolic,” said Maccabi SA Chairman Cliff
Garrun.

“The German president was at the event and
in a way it felt that a threshold had been crossed
- that this was the emancipation of the German
Jewish community.

“You had a sense that the way they carried
themselves, they were proud to be German for
the first time. But, obviously it is a personal

thing and also a generational thing.”

For Garrun, the highlight of the opening
ceremony, held in the stadium built by the Nazis
for the 1936 Olympic Games, was the singing of
Hatikvah.

“That was a great moment. To hear Hatikvah
sung in full voice in that stadium was remark-
able.” The SA delegation of 37 comprised three
futsal teams and two swimmers and they came
away with five gold medals, one silver and two
bronze.

The Maccabi SA futsal programme has since
flourished under the leadership of co-ordinator
Ronen Cohen, who is also a successful Mac-
cabian.

The EMG was a steep learning curve for the
junior (under-16) futsal team who took part in

their first major event against experienced con-
tenders Great Britain, Spain and Turkey. They
narrowly lost out on qualifying for the semis in
a tough 6 - 5 battle against Spain.

“On the day some of their games could have
gone either way, but they never gave up and left
everything they had to give on the court,” said
Cohen.

The Open and Masters teams both won their
group rounds with full points, the first Maccabi
SA teams in either football or futsal to achieve
this. The open category was the most highly
contested event with 16 teams taking part. Af-
ter a decisive 5 - 0 victory against Finland in the
quarterfinals, they lost to the very experienced
British team 4 - 0 in the semis.

The bronze medal match against Israel was
unfortunately cancelled as the Israeli team was

MACSTEEL

Offering you the most comprehensive
range of steel products and value
added processing services in Africa

Best Quality, Service, Value!

Like us on n MACSTEEL Service Centres SA

- Aluminium - Laser Cut Tubing
- Blanking - Lipped Channels
- Bright Bar - Open Sections

- Castellated Beams - Palisade Fencing

- Cellular Beams - Pipe Fittings
- Cold Form Sections
- Cold Saw Cutting

- Conveyance Pipe

- Plasma Cutting
- Plates
- Plate Bending & Rolling

- Corrugated Roofing - Pre-coated Sheets

- Drilling - Pressure Vessel Steels
- Expanded Metal - Profile Sections

- Fencing Products - Purlins

- Flame Cutting - Rails

- Flanges - Reinforcing

- Fluid Control Systems - Roofing Solutions
- Sheets
- Slitting

- Special Steels

- Freestock
- Galvanized Sheets
- Galvanized Tubing

- Grating - Stainless Steels

- Guillotining - Stretcher Leveling

- Harveytiles - Structural Steels

- Heat Treatment Services - Technical Consultancy
- High Strength Steels - Tool Steels

- Hollow Bar - Tubing

- IBR Roofing - Valves & Actuators

- Laboratory Services - Wear Resistant Steels
- Laser Cutting - Zincalume Roof Sheets

MACSTEEL |}

SERVICE CENTRES SA

The Macsteel Group - Africa’s leading steel supplier - www.macsteel.co.za

forced to withdraw due to injuries. As a result
the SA team was awarded the medal.

The Masters team lost their first game of the
tournament 4 - 2 to Turkey in the semi-finals.

They went on to capture the bronze medal, beat-

ing Denmark for a second time, 3 - 1.
Garrun won gold in three swimming events:
Masters 50m, 100m and 200m freestyle while

| J =
Aron Freeman (left) and Ronen Cohen show
off their masters futsal Bronze medals won
at the European Maccabi Games in Berlin.
his daughter, Kim, won two golds (open 50m
backstroke, 50m freestyle) and a silver in the
100m freestyle. Speaking after the tournament,
Cohen said: “After such dominant group rounds,
both the open and masters teams were admit-
tedly crushed to lose the decisive games. But we
gave our absolute best against very experienced
teams.

Today, Friday (August 14)

© UZLC hosts Maurice Skikne on “Reminiscences
of Limmud”. Venue: Our Parents Home. Lunch
is 12:15 and the falk at 13:00 Enquiries: Gloria
(011) 485-4851.

Sunday (August 16)

© RCHCCis screening the academy award-
nominated documentary “Exit Through the Gift
Shop”, a Banksy film. Venue: Clive M Beck
Auditorium. Time: 19:30. Booking: Hazel or
René (011) 728-8088/8378, a/h (011)
728-8378 or e-mail: rchcc@elkomsa.net or
rene.s@telkomsa.net orwww.greatpark.co.za

© Second Innings hosts Tony Bentel on “A surprise
Morning of Music with Tony”. Venue: The Gerald
Horwitz Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 10:00 for
10:30. Cost: R20 members, R30 visitors (incl
tea and light refreshments). Information: (011)
532:9701.

Monday (August 17)

© (hev Social Services /CAIE's “Enrich Your
Life"” series presents a special one night only
exdusive “Enrich Your Life Evening” with Hedy
Schleifer on ‘The Miracle Of Connection”. Venue:
Sydenham Shul Hall. Time: 19:45. Cost: R40
(light refreshments served). Bookings: Sharon
(011) 5329616 /sharonp@jhbchev.co.za

© RCHCC s screening the award-winning
documentary “Homage fo Chagall” - The Colours
of Love. Venue: Clive M Beck Auditorium. Time:
14:00. Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728
8088,/8378, a/h (011) 728-8378 or e-mail:
ichcc@telkomsa.net or rene.s@telkomsa.net
onwww.greatpark.o.za

© UJW Adult Education Division hosts Nadav
Ossendryver, founder of the website “Lafest
Sightings at the Kruger”, on “Enhancing Nature
Through Technology” (slide presentation).
Venue: 1 Quk Strest, Houghton. Time: 09:30.
Donation: R35. Contact: UIW Office (011)
648-1053.

Tuesday, (August 18)

© (ape Town Holocaust Centre hosts a film
screening: “Polifical, Polish Jew: The Story of
Pinchas Gutter”. Pinchas and Dorothy Gutfer will
be guests af the screening. Venue: 88 Hatfield
Street, Gardens. Time: 18:00. Information:
(021) 462-5553 or www.holocaust.org.za |
www.facebook.com/CTHCpage

© WIZ0 Forum and Rebecca Sieff Awards have
as ifs topic “Be the Heroine of Your Life.”
exploring “Heroines of the Bible”, Rebbefzen
Candy Lipschitz; “The Holocaust”, Tali Nates;
and “Today”, Julienne Sackstein. Venue:
Beyachad. Time: 09:30. Cost: R40 (ind tea).
Contact: Nadine (011) 645-2515 / wizojhb@
beyachad.co.za

Wednesday (August 19)

© King David Primary School, Victory Park hosts
an exhibition and sale of contemporary South
African art. Exhibition doses on August 21. It
includes works by artists like William Kentridge,
Robert Hodgins, Willem Boshoff, Norman
Cathering, etc. Curated by Kim Lisberman, Lesley
Cohen and Kevin Handelsman. Doors open at
18:00. Opening address by Linda Givon: 19:00.
Admission free.

o UJW Adult Education Division hosts Dr Lorraine
Chaskalson, former lecturer in the dept of
English at Wits, on “The Prodigal Summer” - a

novel by Barbara Kingsolver. Venue: 1 Ock
Street, Houghton. Time: 09:30. Donation: R35.
Confact: UIW Office (011) 648-1053.

 WIZO Etgar / Michelle Brivik Sloot host their
annual Golf Day at Kilamey Country Club.
Beneficiary: Projects in lsrael in the name of
Michelle Brivik Sloot. Welcome coffee and
snack, halfway house light lunch and finger
supper. Cost per four ball: R3 200 (R800 per
person). Wonderful prizes to be won! Contact:
Zee Bergman 083-377-5644 or Anat Shevel
083-601-0174.

© Second Innings undertakes a “Guided Tour of
the Rhino and Lion Nature Reserve”. Time:
Bus departs at 09:00 from the parking below
Golden Acres. Cost: R220 (includes the bus,
the enfrance fee fo the reserve and the guided
tour. The entrance and guided four are at the
pensioner price and we have to be in our own
bus to travel. Enquiries: (011) 532-9701.

Thursday (August 20)

o JWBS' 122nd AGM fakes place at the Gerald
Horwitz Lounge, Golden Acres. Time: 09:30 for
10:00. Information: (011) 485-5232.

o JWBS hosts lan Fuhr from Sorbet for a
discussion. Venue: Franjelica’s. Time: 15:30 for
15:45. Cost: R100 pp (ind refreshments and a
goodie bag). Contact: (011) 485-5232.

 UJW hosts a ludies” fun-illed breakfast at
the Sandton Shul Hall. Time: 09:15. Nik
Rabinowitz will be enterfaining the quests,
and Glen Biederman-Pam, a nominee for the
2015 Savanna Award for the best Newcomer
Comedian, will also perform. Enquiries and
bookings: Barbara (011) 645-2591 or Lynne
on 083-378-1114.

@

TRULY KOSHER

ENJOY ASHUK ATMOSPHERE
IN THE HEART OF GLENHAZEL

On Sunday 30 AUGUST 2015 FROM 10AM TO 5PM

TO SECURE YOUR STALL OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

DORANN ON 082 958 7606 or 082 454 4644

The

Wiw%

theatre and function venue

1 LONG AVENUE, GLENHAZEL | 011 440 9517 | info@kosherworld.co.za | www.kosherworld.co.za
TRADING: Mon-Thurs 7am-10pm | Fri: 7am-4pm | Sat:1/2 Hour after Shabbos - 10pm | Sun: 8am - 10pm

SPACEWORX_KOSH_1181_JR
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