
Solidarity rallies for Israel mark a ‘good week’ overall
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Mohammad Kabiya (left) of StandWithUs, an international Israel advocacy 
organisation, and community member Yossi Rabinowitz were part of the DEISI 
delegation to the Gauteng Provincial Legislature last week Friday to hand over 
a petition in solidarity with Israel. Two well-attended pro-Israel protests took 
place on the day – one in Cape Town, at the Houses of Parliament, initiated by 
the SAZF Cape Council, and the other in Johannesburg. The gatherings were 
the culmination of a very successful “pro-Israel” counter-offensive against the 
(annual) BDS-sponsored Israel Apartheid Week demonstrations at South African 
university campuses. Israel’s Christian friends – like DEISI – and those of other 
faiths, assembled with Jewish students in the two cities, proclaiming their passion 
for, and solidarity, with Israel. It was just not IAW’s week! See page 3.

Ground-breaking talks at 
diplomatic level between SA  
and Israel

Last week Thursday, the SA director of 
the Department of International Relations 
and Co-operation, Ambassador Jerry 
Matjile, and his counterpart from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel, 
Ambassador Dore Gold, met in Pretoria 
for bilateral discussions. This was 
the highest level diplomatic meeting 
between the two countries in over a 
decade. 

Israel emerges as campaign issue 
in three big Jewish states

Ahead of last Tuesday’s critical primary 
contests in five states, three of which 
- Ohio, Illinois and Florida - have 
substantial Jewish communities, 
Israel had prominently emerged as a 
presidential campaign issue. Republican 
presidential hopeful Donald Trump has 
surged ahead, winning in Florida, Illinois, 
Missouri and North Carolina, with Ohio 
going to the state’s governor John 
Kasich.

Sweet sound of music kicks off 
Jewish presence in SA

This year represents the 175th year 
since the establishment of the first 
Jewish congregation in SA in Cape 
Town. The year’s celebration blasted 
off with a spectacular evening at the 
City Hall. Israeli conductor Omri Hadari 
was in charge of the Cape Philharmonic 
Orchestra, also featuring Israeli pianist 
Aviram Reichert. 
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This Shabbat Zachor we remember all victims of injustice

Jewish ReportSouth African
Editor Vanessa Valkin - vanessa@sajewishreport.co.za • Senior Writer Suzanne Belling • Sub-editor Paul Maree • Ed co-ordinator Sharon Greenblatt - sharon@sajewishreport.co.za  
Design and layout Bryan Maron/Design Bandits – bryan@designbandits.co.za • Website Anthony Katz 
General Manager Roni Lea – roni@sajewishreport.co.za • Advertising Britt Landsman: 082-292-9520 - britt@sajewishreport.co.za • Classified sales Shereen Miller - shereen@sajewishreport.co.za 
Distribution manager Britt Landsman • Subscription enquiries Avusa Publishing (Pty) Ltd. Tel: 0860-13-2652. 

Board of Directors Howard Sackstein (Chairman), Bertie Lubner, Benjy Porter, Herby Rosenberg, Herschel Jawitz, Dina Diamond.
Advertisements and editorial copy from outside sources do not neccessarily reflect the views of the editors and staff. Tel: (011) 430-1980.

This coming Shabbat is called Shabbat 
Zachor - the Shabbat of Remembrance - 
one of the special Shabbatot leading up to 
Passover. In addition to the regular Torah 
portion, most congregations conclude with 
an additional reading of Deuteronomy 25:17-
19. 

These verses tell us to do something 
difficult - remember what Amalek did to 
us after we left Egypt, while we erase the 
memory of him. There it says: 

Remember what Amalek did to you on your 
way out of Egypt. When they encountered 
you on the way, and you were tired and 
exhausted, they cut off those lagging 
to your rear, and they did not fear G-d. 
Therefore, when G-d gives you peace from 
all the enemies around you in the land that 
G-d your Lord is giving you to occupy as a 
heritage, you must obliterate the memory of 
Amalek from under the heavens. You must 
not forget.

Shabbat Zachor is always the Shabbat 
before Purim, because the villain of the 

Purim story, Haman, is an Amalekite - a 
direct descendant of Amalek. One way to 
fulfil the idea of our additional Torah reading 
is the practice during the reading of the Book 
of Esther to make noise each time Haman’s 
name is being read, in effect obliterating his 
name, while we still remember everything he 
did to us.

It is a very interesting coincidence that our 
Shabbat Zachor falls on the same weekend 
South Africa celebrates Human Rights Day. 
It is interesting for me that South Africa’s 
Human Rights Day is connected with the 
commemoration of the Sharpeville Massacre 
of 1960. 

It is a powerful reminder that human 
dignity is, unfortunately, something we 
cannot take for granted. History has shown 
that the rights of others are being violated 
too often and too easily. It was shown in 
the story of Amalek attacking the newly-
freed Israelites, Haman who planned to kill 
all the Jews in Persia because of a personal 
vendetta, the Shoah, and also the apartheid 
regime that wanted to cement its power. 

Last week we all could once again read 
about and witness the vicious actions of the 
BDS movement, running a so-called “Israel 
Apartheid Week” at many universities in 
South Africa. 

Not only that the analogy of Israel being 

an apartheid state is without any substance, 
it turns the idea of reconciliation upside 
down. Because the victims of apartheid, 
those who were killed or imprisoned, those 
who were marginalised and deprived of their 
human rights are once again reduced to 
objects for a mere political reason. 

Again their human dignity has been taken 
away from them by people who have no 
interest in human rights at all, who don’t 
care for the Palestinians or the victims of 
apartheid. The goal of the BDS movement is 
to wipe out Israel and the Jewish people no 
matter what, including the memory of the 
victims of the apartheid regime. 

That is why we need to oppose those 
actions and why we cannot tolerate the abuse 
of the people who suffered under apartheid. 
Why we need to make it clear that there is a 
fundamental difference between the State of 
Israel, its pluralistic and democratic make-
up, and the utterly unjust and to the core 
inhuman reality of the apartheid state which 
we all have overcome. 

This Shabbat Zachor, this Human Rights 
Day, we remember all victims of injustice 
no matter where. We vow that we will be 
vigilant, and work towards a better future 
for the Jewish people, for this country, and 
for all humankind.    

Shabbat shalom

Shabbat Times

March 18 / 8 Adar II
March 19 / 9 Adar II
Parshat Zachor Vayikra

Starts Ends
18:02 18:50 Johannesburg
18:15 19:32 Cape Town
17:51 18:40 Durban
18:10 18:59 Bloemfontein
18:13 19:03 Port Elizabeth
18:04 18:53 East London

Hilton’s Timepieces (011) 885-3232

SUZANNE BELLING

Purim, a joyous festival, gives 
credence to the Jewish joke: “They 
tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat.” It 
is celebrated every year on the 14th 
of the Hebrew month of Adar.

The festival commemorates the 
saving of the Jews of ancient Persia 
from Prime Minister Haman’s 
wicked plot to annihilate the Jewish 
people in one day.

In the 4th century BCE, the 
empire of Persia extended over 127 
lands, with the Jews as the coun-
try’s subjects.

The King of Persia was Ahasuerus, 
who had his wife, Queen Vashti, 
executed for failing to follow his 
orders.

Then he set up a beauty contest 
in search of a wife to succeed her. 
He became smitten with Esther, a 
Jewish girl, who did not reveal her 
religion.

The evil Haman decreed that 
everyone should bow to him, but 
Mordechai, leader of the Jews and 
Esther’s cousin, refused, thus bring-
ing the wrath of Haman down on 
him. 

Haman was furious and persuad-
ed the king to issue a decree to kill 
all the Jews on Adar 13.

Mordechai rounded up the Jews 
urging them to fast, repent and 
pray, while Esther invited the king 
and Haman to join her for a feast. 
During the feast, Esther revealed to 
the king her Jewish identity, leading 
to the hanging of Haman. 

Mordechai was appointed prime 
minister in his stead and a new 
decree was issued which gave the 
Jews the right to defend themselves 
against their enemies.

On Adar 13, the Jews rose up 
against their enemies and on Adar 
14, they celebrated their victory.

Today we mark Purim by the 
reading of the megillah, which 
recounts the story of the Purim 
miracle.

It is also customary to give gifts 
to the needy (matanot l’evyonim), 
usually money, send presents of 
food to friends (mishloach manot), 
hold a Purim feast and for children 
to dress up.

As Purim falls on weekdays this 
year - March 23 and 24 – the Johan-
nesburg Jewish Helping Hand and 
Burial Society (the Chevrah Kadi-
sha) has undertaken to distribute 
matanot l’evyonim if donations are 
given in advance.

Most shuls have activities 
planned for Purim. The Jewish 

Report contacted a sample of the 
congregations to find out what they 
are doing.

The Great Park Shul is arrang-
ing programmes to suit everyone 
on March 23. For the children there 
will be an acrobatics display, drum-
ming and lots of fun for the young 
ones.

This will be followed by the 
megillah reading and a family braai, 
Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, spiritual 
leader of the Great Park, told Jew-
ish Report.

The following day there will be 
a megillah reading for women at a 
private residence. Call (011) 728-
8152 for further details.

The Great Synagogue, the 
Gardens, Cape Town, will be holding 
a novel hamantashen bake on Sun-
day, March 13. The goodies will be 
delivered to charities the following 
day, says the shul’s Tammy Cimring.

Hillary Murcia, of the Green and 
Sea Point Hebrew Congregation, 
says the shul is having a Chinese-
themed Purim, with Chinese 
dances, games and fancy dress, 
especially Chinese costumes, on 
March 23. The megillah reading will 
be by Rabbi Dovid Wineberg.

Rabbi Levy Medalie, of the Pre-
toria Hebrew Congregation, says 

the night of 
the 23rd 
will be a 
commu-
nal night 
at the 
shul.

The 
following 
day, there 
will be megil-
lah readings at 
the shul, at Craw-
ford College and at 
Jaffa retirement home. Later 
in the afternoon, a Purim party at 
the shul will take on a Hollywood 
theme, with Hollywood-style fancy 
dress and props in the shul depict-
ing that which is synonymous with 
Tinsel Town.

Bet David and Beit Emanuel 
are joining forces for a Purim family 
carnival.

There will be activities for chil-
dren of all ages including a jumping 
castle, face painting, a puppet show 
and hamantashen baking in the 
grounds of Beit Emanuel.

On March 23, there will be a fam-
ily Purim service, including a Purim 
shpiel from the cheder class. This 
takes place at 17:00.

At 18:00 there will be a megil-

lah reading 
by Rabbi 

Adrian 
Schell and 
Rabbi 
Julia 
Margolis, 
followed 

by a Purim 
party and 

light supper.
On Thurs-

day, March 24, 
the festival morning 

service will be conducted by 
Rabbi Schell.

Rabbi Yoram Hadar of Johannes-
burg will be visiting the Pletten-
berg Bay Hebrew Congregation 
to read the megillah and the shul 
will be having a Purim party.

Rabbi Hadar will remain in Plett 
for Shabbat.

The Sydenham-Highlands 
North Hebrew Congregation is 
holding “Carnival Kids” with differ-
ent rides for the children. Festivi-
ties and catered food will be served 
at Seeff Hall - all this will take place 
on March 23, according to youth 
director Gabriel Levy.

That night and the following day 
there will be megillah readings in 
the shul.

SA shuls plan full programmes for Purim

with Rabbi Dr Akiva Tatz
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ANT KATZ

Last week Thursday, the South African director-general 
of the Department of International Relations and Co-
operation (Dirco), Ambassador Jerry Matjile, and his 
counterpart from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 
of Israel, Ambassador Dore Gold, met in Pretoria for bi-
lateral discussions. This was the highest-level diplomatic 
meeting between the two countries in over a decade and 
was at the invitation of the South Africans. 

In a joint statement, Dirco and the Israeli Embassy 
said their “discussions focused on the relations between 
the two countries and the sides agreed on improving co-
operation”.

The discussions were widely covered by Israeli media 
but did not invoke the interest of mainstream South 
African media until Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
South Africa (BDS-SA) began demanding clarification 
about the meetings over the weekend. 

As a result, the Cape Times ran a sizeable front page 
article on Monday with the strapline: Baleka Mbete slams 
Israel while Dirco meets” under the headline, “Clarify 
Israeli co-operation”. In the article, however, the headline 
is not attributed as a quote to anybody.

Similar stories followed in other Independent Media 
publications.  

Israel’s ambassador to South Africa, Arthur Lenk, told 
Independent in answer to their questions of explaining 
the nature of the meetings, that Israel did not “want to 
put words in the mouth of the SA government but our 
understanding was that there can be an exchange of 
information between experts. It’s not shocking because 
it’s what countries do. The more you have interests in 
common, the more you do (together).”

On Sunday, Matjila had referred questions from Inde-
pendent Media to Dirco spokesman Clayson Monyela, 
who confirmed the meeting had taken place. “We have 
diplomatic relations with Israel but that doesn’t mean we 
won’t support Palestine,” Monyela said. 

“South Africa has a big Jewish community and even 
some Christians go to Israel, which they see as holy 
ground.”

Following several years marked by a high degree of ten-
sion, the official visit left Jerusalem feeling positive that 
greater co-operation with South Africa and other African 
countries are possible. 

Gold told reporters of his desire for a “normalisation 
of relations and for the establishment of a dialogue with 
South Africa as part of Israel’s policy to forge closer rela-
tions with African countries”.

The joint statement said: “The discussions were held 
in a positive atmosphere and a shared desire to deepen 
dialogue and friendly relations between South Africa and 
Israel.”

The two top diplomats were accompanied and assisted 
at the meeting by their respective ambassadors, Sisa 
Ngombane and Arthur Lenk, and other members of their 
staff.

The directors-general agreed that officials from South 
Africa and Israel will work together on national prior-

ity issues such as water, agriculture, trade, science and 
technology.

“The sides also discussed the situation in the Middle 
East,” said their statement.

The meeting comes after a public cooling of relations 
over the past several years, which pundits have attrib-
uted more to infighting in South Africa’s ruling ANC 
party over policy toward Israel than to any pragmatic or 
political reasons.

Trade and tourism between the two countries have 
been booming - generally with the balance being in fa-
vour of South Africa. In their joint media release, the two 
sides emphasised the importance of trade delegations in 
both directions.

Gold told SA Jewish Report on a visit to Soweto last 
week Friday that while the discussions had been cordial 
and fruitful, and that follow-up discussions would be 
held, the two sides still had much to learn about one 
another’s cultures and needs. That, said Gold, was why 
he had taken the opportunity to visit Soweto and the 
Mandela House Museum.

While recognising the importance of the meeting, 
Gold was at pains to tell Jewish Report that 
“there is still a great deal of work to do” be-
fore the countries can expect to see any 
changes on the ground. 

Political pundits close to the dis-
cussions, both in Israel and South 
Africa, told Jewish Report that it 
was expected that there would be a 
number of delegations from South 
Africa headed for Israel over the 
next few months.

“Don’t expect to hear anything 
about these interactions in the public 
domain, however,” said one insider - “at 
least until after the local government elec-
tions.” 

Ground-breaking talks at diplomatic 
level between SA and Israel

Directors-general Jerry 
Matjile and Dore Gold 

shake hands after 
fruitful discussions in 

Pretoria last week.

with Rabbi Abraham Cooperwith Rabbi Abraham Cooper
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Two well-attended pro-Israelrallies took place last week Friday in solidarity 
with Israel and Jewish students. The Cape Town protest at Parliament had 
over 100 in attendance. A further 150-odd attended the Johannesburg march 
on the Gauteng Provincial Legislature where they handed over a petition.

The rallies were in support of the culmination of the SA Union of Jewish 
Students (SAUJS’) week-long and well-fought annual campus tussle which 
pits Jewish students and their Israel Awareness Week against the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (Israel) group BDS, who hold their Israel Apartheid 
Week on university campuses.

While the students were holding their final events on the various cam-
puses, the Cape Council of the SA Zionist Federation put together a solidarity 
demonstration at Parliament while Defend Embrace Invest in and Support 
Israel (DEISI) International and others delivered a petition to the Gauteng 
Legislature in downtown Johannesburg.

Israel Apartheid Week “was once again a dismal failure for BDS and 
the Palestinian Solidarity Front” on the UCT campus,” the Cape Fed’s Julie 

Berman told Jewish Report. “Christian Zionists together with 
members of the Cape Town Jewish community took a 

stand against anti-Semitism and racism.” Some 120 
people gathered outside Parliament to show their 

support.
Olga Meshoe, CEO of DEISI International, 

led the Gauteng march. “I would like to say 
‘toda rabah’ to all those who joined us,” 
she told Jewish Report. “DEISI believes that 
the gathering of blacks and whites, Jews 
and Christians, South Africans, Israelis and 
Americans in a public display of their soli-

darity with the State of Israel and her people 
sent a clear message to BDS.” 
The anti-Israel lobbyists and their partners 

should be aware that South Africans “will not ac-
cept the false labelling of Israel as an apartheid state.” 

Johannesburg and CT 
gather in solidarity

The Cape Town demonstration outside 
Parliament was organised by the 
Zionist Federation, Cape Council.Ph
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ANT KATZ

Israel’s top diplomat, the director general of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Dr Dore Gold, was in South 
Africa last week at the invitation of his South African 
counterpart, Ambassador Jerry Matthews Matjila, of 
the Department of International Relations and Co-
operation (Dirco).

Jewish Report accompanied Gold to the Mandela 
House Museum in Soweto, which Gold had insisted 
on visiting to honour the memory of Nelson Man-
dela. Gold remarked that wherever he went in South 
Africa, he continued to find “warm hearts. The people 
of South Africa want to partner with Israel. We are 
coming back to Africa and we are excited about the 
potential.”

Gold said that he had focused on the South African 
connection, particularly in response to initiatives 
from Dirco and President Jacob Zuma, who sent 
envoys to meet with him in Israel. 

“We built on that,” Gold said. “The dialogue went 
extremely well. One felt an openness and a willing-
ness to try new things that have never been tried 
before.” The trip was also an opportunity for both 
sides to describe their national narrative to the other 
in an effort to promote better understanding.

In this context, Gold especially wanted to visit sites 

that were important for post-apartheid South Africa, 
including Soweto, Nelson Mandela’s home there, 
which is now a museum and where he signed the 
guest book.

“We Jews understand implicitly the struggle for 
freedom which Mandela led here. For us, Zionism 
is the national liberation movement of the Jewish 
people,” said Gold. 

Accompanying Gold to Soweto was Chief Rabbi 
Warren Goldstein who told Jewish Report that Gold’s 
visit represented “such important symbolism to both 
countries”. 

Gold also visited the symbolic Liliesleaf Farm in 
Rivonia, where members of the ANC plotted the over-
throw of the apartheid government. A Jewish family 
involved in the Struggle had bought the farm, and 
Mandela - when hiding out there - played the part of 
their cook. 

Gold also spoke to Jewish and Christian students 
at Wits. “We tried to send a message that it is time for 
Israel and South Africa to put aside their differences 
and to build a new relationship,” he emphasised.

“It is important for Israel to show that we have a 
strong respect for the struggle for freedom that was 
waged here,” he said. “This initial visit represents an 
important start, but there is considerable work still to 
be done,” Gold added.

Time for a new Israel-South 
African relationship, urges Gold

News 18 – 25 March 20164  SA JEWISH REPORT

Killarney Toyota
60 Riviera Road, Killarney • Tel: 011 486 1424 • Fax: 011 646 3612 

pvankerckhoven@um.co.za  • llevy@unitransmotors.co.za 
www.killarneytoyotahoughton.co.za

Ts&Cs apply. E&OE. Subject to availability. Images for illustration only and may differ

Coming Soon.

The all-new 
Toyota Fortuner

DEALER NAME 

00 Address Street 
www.dealershiptoyota.co.za 
TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY 

Contact: 
Name: 080 000 0000 
Name: 080 000 0000 

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage 

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage 

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage 

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

R000 000 
Vehicle year, model name, grade 
and mileage   

Call

Us F
or

Deta
ils

NEW ARRIVAL

Our new Automark manager
Lauren Levy

and her team are standing by
to take your call

SUZANNE BELLING

The brouhaha surrounding Dr Uri Davis - 
who on a speaking tour of South Africa last 
week, called upon this country to declare 
the Jewish National Fund an illegal organi-
sation - may have a slightly different spin, 
but is nothing new to South Africans.

Author of the book “Apartheid Israel”, 
Davis told an audience in Freedom Park 
in Johannesburg that the Jewish National 
Fund of South Africa funded the develop-
ment of the South Africa Forest and must 
be declared an illegal organisation. He said 
the SA Forest’s recreational facilities were 
funded by WIZO and that the trees were 
planted to hide the villages, mainly one 
called Lubya, from where Palestinians were 
forcibly removed.

Chairman of the JNF Isla Feldman said in 
response to claims made by Davis that with 
the partition in 1947, JNF bought the land 
which brought about the creation of Israel, 
including the kibbutz movement and the 
Hebrew University.

“The villagers of Lubya used to shoot 
Jewish convoys and try to ambush them. 
Then Haganah, in retaliation, attacked the 
village and, in the process, the villagers 
left,” said Feldman.

The Arab village was originally built on 
top of a Jewish village. The villagers who 
left became part of the Palestinian refugees 
and were active participants in harbouring 
Arab militants. At the end of the war, Lubya 
was part of the State of Israel.

Feldman said the village was basically 

left uninhabited for 20 years and after the 
same period, trees were planted in the 
area, resulting in the forests there. There 
were plaques commemorating the villages 
which was the proof and debunked Davis’ 
attempts to erase the memory of the vil-
lages.

The forest incorporated a recreational 
area and a Christian faith site.

“Davis doesn’t want Israel to exist. His 
statements are outrageous and ridiculous,” 
Feldman said.

Describing himself as “a citizen of the 
apartheid state of Israel” and a “Palestinian 
of Jewish origin”, Davis is said to have re-
nounced his Jewish faith in favour of Islam 
and is married to a Palestinian woman. But 
his religious affiliations are unclear.

Until 2009, he was an observer mem-
ber of the Palestine National Council, the 
legislative body of the PLO, whereafter he 
became a member of Fatah’s Revolutionary 
Council. Fatah has maintained several mili-
tant groups since its establishment, includ-
ing Force 17, Tanzim and Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ 
Brigades which have been involved in the 
murder of many Israelis and Palestinians, 
despite Fatah officially renouncing terror-
ism in 1988.

His attendance at the World Conference 
Against Racism in Durban in 2001 and his 
anti-Israel declarations at the time, was a 
contributing factor leading to the walkout 
of Israeli and American organisations and 
community members, who were among 
those who dubbed the conference the 
“Racist Conference”.

Uri Davis spouts his usual 
venom on ‘illegal JNF’

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein (left) acompanied Ambassador 
Dor Gold to the Mandela House Museum in Soweto.
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Fulll one of the key Mitzvot 
by donating now, and we will 

distribute the funds on 
your behalf - on PURIM day - 

to those in need.
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In a move that shocked the Jewish estab-
lishment last week, the Board of the SA 
Jewish Report newspaper announced the 
sale of this publication to the Gupta family. 

Says non-executive Chairman Howard 
Sackstein: “The Guptas have a number of 
interests in media in South Africa including 
The New Age newspaper and ANN7, one of 
the most entertaining TV news channels 
in the world. They felt that the SA Jewish 
Report would fit perfectly into their stable 
of premium brand news outlets.”

The sale of the publication generated a 
massive R150 million for the newspaper. 
Vice-chairman of the SA Jewish Report, 
Benjy Porter, told the publication that 
negotiations had been “long, laborious and 
intense, but ultimately, over a hot spicy 
kosher curry, we got a great deal for the 
community.”

“We could either go to Mauritius with the 
money or we could put some of it back into 
good causes and invest in the future of the 
community, so we have decided to establish 
a chazonis training school with the profits 
generated,” Porter told the Jewish Report.

The chazonis school to be known as the 
“Bertie Lubner Academy for Liturgical and 
Cantorial Opera”, is named after one of the 
founding members of the SA Jewish Report 
newspaper and will be based at Beyachad.

“We have had to get the Zionist Federa-
tion to move out of the building to accom-
modate the Chazonis Institute”, says Lub-
ner. “But they have agreed to move their 
offices to space allocated to them at Wits by 
Vice-Chancellor Adam Habib.” 

The Chazonis Academy will be run by Jew-

ish Report Board member Herschel Jawitz 
who will be assuming the role of CEO and 
chief choir master on a part-time basis. “Cha-
zonis and property are not so different, as we 
tell our estate agents: ‘You have to sing for 
your dinner,’” says Jawitz. 

The deal was the mastermind of newspaper 
board member Dina Diamond who told the 
Report: “The Guptas and the Jewish commu-
nity have always had close ties. When Mark 
Pamensky went to go and work for the Guptas 
we knew that a deal was close, and now with 
the protection of the Guptas, we know that 
we will have the full support of the govern-
ment. 

“Already the Guptas have secured the publi-
cation of government tenders in the SA Jew-
ish Report which will generate an additional 
R10 million per month in revenue.”

Long standing Board member Herby 
Rosenberg was very instrumental in ensuring 
the complete editorial independence of the 
newspaper. “We wanted to make sure that the 
newspaper will remain completely independ-
ent, so we have appointed Iqbal Survé and 
Mohammed Desai to the Board. Their role 
is to ensure that all of our material is always 
balanced and fair,” says Rosenberg. 

Vanessa Valkin will remain on as editor 
of the publication but each edition will also 
host a weekly supplement, once a month 
for the Muslim community, once a month 
for the Hindu community, once a month for 
the Catholics and once a month for the Zion 
Christian Church. 

“We are so delighted to turn the SA Jewish 
Report into a proper inter-faith publication,” 
commented Valkin. “We see this as a model 
for sustainable media throughout South Afri-
ca. We are in discussions with Kathy Kaler to 

have ChaiFM join the group. We believe that 
we can have Muslim Mondays on Chai and 
Tamil Tuesdays; it will attract so many more 
advertisers.” 

Media and especially newspapers are under 
enormous financial pressure and rely on ad-
vertising and the support of their community 
to survive. The Board said that the SA Jewish 
Report, the only national publication of the 
South African Jewish community, is the 
perfect vehicle to advertise, given both its na-
tional footprint and the high living standards 
measure of its readers with large disposable 
incomes. And that’s what made the SA Jewish 
Report such a remarkable investment for the 
Guptas. 

Says Some Gupta: “We know that with its 
weekly readership of 42 000 of the hardcopy 
newspaper and 25 000 monthly online read-
ers, we have the perfect investment and the 
perfect channel of communication to one 
of the most influential segments of South 
Africa. Everyone should be advertising in this 
publication.”

Some Gupta led the negotiations on behalf 
of the Gupta family. Jacob Zuma’s half-broth-
er will hold a minority stake in the consor-
tium that now owns the newspaper.

Concludes Howard Sackstein, “The deal is 
conditional upon only one condition prec-
edent, and that is that all of our readers have 
a chag Purim sameyach.”

Guptas to buy SA Jewish Report

World News in Brief

Israel and Palestinians 
negotiating PA control of 
security in West Bank
JERUSALEM - Israel and the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
have been secretly negotiating a gradual restoration 
of Palestinian security control over West Bank cities, 
Israeli officials told Haaretz.

The proposal stipulates that the Israel Defence 
Forces would cease operating in Area A, which includes 
the larger Palestinian cities and villages, except for 
cases of extreme urgency referred to as “ticking 
bomb” situations.

The first Palestinian cities proposed for IDF 
withdrawal are Ramallah and Jericho, with other 
cities to follow if the plan succeeds. While talks about 
the proposed plan are currently stalled, they could 
still resume, officials said. “It will not come to fruition 
unless we also receive things from the Palestinians,” 
one Israeli official said.

Although the Oslo Accords call on the PA to control 
security in the West Bank, the IDF has been operating 
in Area A since 2002’s Operation Defensive Shield.

A source close to Israeli Education Minister Naftali 
Bennett, who is a member of the Jewish state’s 
security Cabinet, criticised the proposal because 
it outsources “the security of Israeli citizens to the 
Palestinian Authority”. (JNS.org)
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Pro-Israel camp wins 
the match
Last week was a good one for the pro-Israel camp in South Africa 
and it could have been bad. After all it was the now ubiquitous 
Israel Apartheid Week (IAW) on university campuses across the 
country. 

But IAW did not get off to a very good start last Tuesday morn-
ing when two black mannequins were found hanging naked from 
trees on the Wits campus. The Palestine Solidarity Committee 
(PSC) had hung the mannequins with Arabic clothes, keffiyehs 
and tape over their mouths to highlight the oppression of the 
Palestinian people, they said, and the stifling of students who 
speak out on human rights issues. 

But the PSC had a lot of apologising to do after the manne-
quins were found stripped of their clothes. As PSC conceded, it 
evoked “a historically grotesque experience of the lynching of 
black people under colonialism and slavery”.

Other hiccups on the part of Israel Apartheid Week organisers included articles on the Daily Vox new 
site by columnist and professor Steven Friedman who called BDS “incompetent” and another from 
Minhaj Jeenah, chairman of the Muslim Youth Movement Western Cape region, who said that BDS’ 
targeting of Woolworths and a few “airy-fairy” events were not doing justice to the cause. 

When Daily Vox asked BDS to respond on their site, BDS called Daily Vox’s response “f***** mali-
cious” and accused Daily Vox, historically a big IAW supporter, of having a “vendetta” against BDS 
director Muhammad Desai. 

Embarrassingly for BDS, Daily Vox got hold of an e-mail trail between Desai and Prof Farid Esack, 
Head of Religious Studies at the University of Johannesburg, where Esack told Desai to get Daily Vox 
“off our backs”. 

And then, as if things weren’t going badly enough, later in the week, an IAW protest outside the of-
fices of Investec and Discovery in Sandton was cancelled (although the organisers said “postponed”) for 
unknown reasons. But one could guess it was due to insufficient support.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the “fence”, supporters of Israel Awareness Week, led by the South 
African Union of Jewish Students, produced a highly effective campaign of catchy posters, cleverly 
worded graffiti walls and social media postings with messages about fighting racism, #SeeIsraelForY-
ourSelf and co-existence. 

Also, rallies opposing racism, anti-Semitism and the targeting of Jewish-owned businesses, held by 
pro-Israel groups outside Parliament in Cape Town and outside the Gauteng legislature in Johannes-
burg at the end of last week, had huge turnouts from both Jewish supporters and Christian Zionists.

And then it got even better for the pro-Israel camp when the very first official visit in over a decade 
by an Israeli foreign ministry official was made to South Africa at the end of the week. Israel’s Ambas-
sador Dore Gold met with Dirco (Department of International Relations and Co-operation) Director 
Ambassador Jerry Matjile in Pretoria to talk about greater co-operation on national priority issues such 
as water, agriculture, trade, science and technology. 

BDS was unsurprisingly irked by the meetings and pushed off angry press releases, creating head-
lines in the local press this week demanding that Dirco clarify what these co-operation talks were about, 
and how it would affect ANC sympathies towards the Palestinian cause. Nonetheless, it was a very 
positive step forward for Israel in what has been a fairly frosty relationship between the 
two countries in recent years. 

The tensions have been characterised by South Africa’s policy of discouraging 
visits to Israel by Cabinet ministers as a show of support for the Palestinians; 
the welcoming of Hamas terrorist leaders like Khaled Meshaal to South Africa 
despite angry reactions from Israel and Israel’s refusal of an entry visa for 
Higher Education Minister Blade Nzimande to go through Israel on his way 
to visit some academic institutions in Ramallah. 

Israel’s Ambassador to South Africa Arthur Lenk could also attest to the 
difficulties he has faced to gain access to the halls of power and to be made 
welcome at the Union Buildings. 

This official visit at South Africa’s invitation and the hope for greater co-
operation that will follow could be heralding in a whole new era. May the good 
times continue…

– Vanessa Valkin, editor

Jewish Reportsouth african

RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON 

Ahead of this past Tuesday’s critical primary 
contests in five states, three of which - Ohio, 
Illinois and Florida - have substantial Jew-
ish communities, Israel had prominently 
emerged as a presidential campaign issue. In 
a heated exchange in the Republican debate 
last week in Miami, front-runner Donald 
Trump was hammered by his opponents 
for saying he would be a neutral broker of 
Israeli-Palestinian peace. Trump defended his 
position as essential to achieving a peace deal 
between Israel and the Palestinians.

 “The policy Donald has outlined, I don’t 
know if he realises, is an anti-Israeli policy,” 
Florida Senator Marco Rubio -  who has since 
withdrawn from the race - said at the debate. 
“Maybe that’s not your intent, but here’s why 
it is an anti-Israeli policy: There is no peace 
deal possible with the Palestinians at this 
moment.”

The real-estate magnate parried the criti-
cism by noting both his love for Israel and 
the fact that his daughter Ivanka Trump had 
converted to Judaism when she married 

Jared Kushner, the scion of another 
real-estate family. 

He said his promise of 
neutrality was essential 

to achieving a peace 
deal.

The Israel discus-
sion was the most 
expansive one on 
the subject in any 
Republican debate 
this season, and 

it continued even 
after the debate 

concluded. Rubio’s 
campaign sent an e-mail 

blast immediately after with 

the subject line “Trump Is No Ally to Israel”.
Last Sunday Rubio took aim at Trump: 

“We are electing the next commander-
in-chief, and when the one leading in the 
polls will not take sides, imagine if he were 
president?” 

On Sunday, Ohio Governor John Kasich, 
also needing a win in his home state on 
Tuesday (which he managed to do), said on 
Fox News that he now favours suspending 
the Iran nuclear deal. Until now Kasich, like 
Trump, had said the deal was a bad one, 
but that he would first consult with experts 
before suspending it. Kasich said his mind 
was changed by Iran’s recent ballistic missile 
tests.

Ted Cruz, the last of the four remaining 
contenders for the Republican nod, took his 
pro-Israel message to voters through social 
media, a campaign official told JTA, remind-
ing them of his pro-Israel activism in the 
Senate. 

Hillary Clinton, the front-runner in the 
Democratic race, had also been reaching out 
to Jewish voters ahead of Tuesday’s primary. 
But her message had emphasised not so 
much her differences with Bernie Sand-
ers, the Independent Jewish senator from 
Vermont who has mounted an unexpectedly 
tough challenge for the nomination, but 
more the threat Trump poses to Israel.

A Clinton surrogate, Robert Wexler, a 
former congressman from Florida, in a 
weekend op-ed in the state’s Sun-Sentinel 
newspaper, warned that neither Sanders nor 
Trump has the understanding necessary to 
handle the Middle East, though he didn’t 
name either candidate. But Trump does 
have some Jewish backers. Philanthropist 
Jacob “Hank” Sopher ran a full-page ad in the 
Miami Herald last Sunday calling for Jewish 
support for Trump, describing him as “a man 
of integrity, a friend of the Jewish people, a 
friend of Israel”. JTA)

Israel emerges as campaign 
issue in three big Jewish states

with Lori Palatnik
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Republican presidential candidate Marco Rubio speaking at a news conference at Temple Beth 
El in West Palm Beach, Florida, last week Friday. Losing his Florida home state to frontrunner 
Donald Trump in Tuesday’s primary elections, Rubio has withdrawn from the race. 
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Happy Purim Up to 50% Off

PROVIDING THE COMMUNITY 
WITH SPIRIT FOR 40 YEARS

Diva Bordeaux 
Graves
Chateau 
Canteloube

R 99 per unit

WAS R 195

Elvi – Elvi 
wines Brut 
Mevushal

R 99 
per unit

WAS R 165

Askalon 
Brandy

R 125 
per unit

WAS R 162

VD – Le Mourre 
de I’Ilse Rouge 
Kosher Cotes du 
Rhone

R 99 per unit

WAS R 190

Elvi - Ribera 
Del Jucar
Vina Encina

R 60 per unit

WAS R 120

Keglevich 
Vodka

R 99
per unit

WAS R 132

Johnnie  
Walker 
Platinum 
Label
R879.90

per unit
E&OE | While stocks last.

Johnnie Walker 
Blue Label
R 1 999.90 
per unit

Smirnoff 1818 + Smirnoff Flavour
Captain Morgan Black Label x2
Captain Morgan Spiced Gold x 2

Johnnie Walker Red x 2
Johnnie Walker Black x2
Bells Extra Special x 2

R320.00

R520.00

R300.00

R160.00

R280.00

R240.00
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“Today, if you are not confused, you are just 
not thinking clearly,” is a quote attributed 
to Peter Murphey, a Confederate officer 
during the US Civil War, but it applies to 
many South Africans trying to understand 
their country nowadays.

There are so many mixed messages about 
the society, government and economy. Do 
they herald the beginning of a new creative 
thrust of our “revolution”, or a one-way 
downward slide to becoming another failed 
African state?

Looked at through South African Jewry’s 
prism, the confusion is exemplified by 
contradictory attitudes to Israel. On one 
hand, we have the Speaker of Parliament, 
Baleka Mbete, telling an Israeli Apartheid 
Week (IAW) event in Stellenbosch last 
week: “The Israeli regime, just like the 
apartheid regime before it, is obstinate and 
uncompromising.” 

In the light of that, what should we make 
of the government last Thursday in the 
middle of IAW holding the highest level 
exchange between Israel and South Africa 
in a decade, in what seemed like a slight to 
BDS? 

The meeting last week between the 
Director General of the Department of 
International Relations and Co-operation 

Jerry Matjila and his Israeli counterpart, 
Dore Gold, exploring co-operation on 
water, agriculture, trade and technology, 
was described by people who were there as 
“upbeat”.

Adding to the confusion are statements 
by well-known Jewish commentators who 
support BDS’ goals and want it to succeed. 
Such as last week’s op-ed in the Daily Vox 
by Professor Steven Friedman, director of 
the Centre for the Study of Democracy at 
Rhodes University and the University of 
Johannesburg, slamming BDS-South Africa 
for failing to turn solidarity with Palestine 
into a mainstream movement in South Africa.

“This failure… is particularly astounding 
when we consider that the vast majority of 
black South Africans are sympathetic to the 
cause - if the realities of Palestinian life are 
explained to them.”

Or heroes of the anti-apartheid Struggle 
like Denis Goldberg - who was jailed for 
22 years after being sentenced for anti-
apartheid activism in 1964 in the Rivonia 
Trial - who said last year at a panel of 
Struggle activists examining its possible 
lessons for Palestine: “There is no doubt in 
my mind that Israel is an apartheid state.” 

Apartheid, he said, is where a government 
enforces laws and policies that discriminate 
between people on the basis of race or 
religion. He added that in his view this 
applies to Israel proper as well as the West 
bank and Gaza. 

Yet the strong support for Israel from 
African Christian groups tells another 
story, epitomised by a comment by ACDP 

leader Kenneth 
Meshoe printed 
on a poster 
hung at Wits 
University by 
Jewish students: 
“The very idea 
that Israel is an 
apartheid state 
cheapens the 
word apartheid - it is an insult to every 
South African who endured the inhumanity 
and pain of it.”

Jews worry about growing hostility to 
Israel, particularly in Europe. But Dore 
Gold countered the perception of Israeli 
isolation when addressing Jews at Sandton 
shul: “There is actually an unprecedented 
rise in our foreign relations. Our Asian 
connections particularly are booming - with 
Japan, China and India”, which constitute 
billions of people. 

South Africa is an angry society today, 
trying to understand itself. The governing 
ANC is confused. It is hard to know who 
really talks for it or the government, as the 
country teeters on the brink of economic 
disaster and social rebellion. 

This is the sort of time when great 
leaders must arise to bring clarity, as 
Mandela did two decades ago. Sadly, such 
leaders are scarce today, not just in the 
country, but also among South African 
Jewry. 

•  Read Geoff Sifrin’s regular columns on his 
blog sifrintakingissue.wordpress.com

Can we make sense of South Africa’s 
mixed messages?

TAKING ISSUE

Geoff Sifrin

World News in Brief

Iran fires missiles 
labelled ‘Israel must 
be wiped out’
Tehran -  Iran last week reportedly test-fired 
two ballistic missiles inscribed with the wording 
“Israel must be wiped out”. The missile test 
comes in the aftermath of the nuclear deal 
between Iran and world powers, an agreement 
that Israel vehemently opposes due to Iran’s 
hostile attitude towards the Jewish state and its 
funding of terrorism by groups such as Hamas.

The Iranian Fars news agency published 
pictures claiming to show the Qadr H missiles 
being fired in Iran’s Alborz mountain range at a 
target some 1 400 km away off Iran’s coast.

“The 1 996 km range of our missiles is to 
confront the Zionist regime,” said Amir Ali 
Hajizadeh, head of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards’s aerospace division, Fars reported. 

“Israel is surrounded by Islamic countries and 
it will not last long in a war. It will collapse even 
before being hit by these missiles.” (JNS.org)



Community Columns

At the 2015 SAJBD 
National Conference, we 
were privileged to hon-
our Leon Levy for his 
lifetime of devoted and 
courageous service to 
the struggle for justice 
in South Africa. 

Among other historic 
developments paving 
the way to nonracial 
democracy, Mr Levy was 
centrally involved in the 
pioneering of independ-

ent trade unions, the Congress of the People 
and the Treason Trial. 

He is one of the many brave, principled South 
Africans who, at great personal risk and with 
much self-sacrifice, were instrumen-
tal in replacing an oppressive, 
racially discriminatory 
regime with freedom and 
equality. 

Only a handful 
of anti-apartheid 
veterans are still 
with us, and while 
we still can, we must 
make every effort 
to engage with them, 
listen to their stories 
and learn from their life 
experiences. 

This is particularly true 
of the “Born Free” generation, 
who never lived under apartheid, and 
for whom democratic rights have always been 
taken as a given. Later this week, the Board 
will be bringing Mr Levy up from Cape Town to 
speak to our Jewish day school learners about 
his experiences. For the young adults in the 
community, who will soon be taking their place 
as responsible citizens in society, it will be a rare 
opportunity to connect in a tangible way with  
our country’s past, and hopefully this experi-
ence will long be remembered.  

We can be very proud of the fact that so 
many of those who fought the apartheid 
system came from the ranks of the Jewish com-
munity. Rather than simply patting ourselves 
on the back for this, however, we should take 

to heart the example they set and be inspired 
to take their work forward. Amongst other 
things, Jews should look to once again become 
involved in South African politics, and in this 
way play a meaningful role in addressing the 
many challenges that face our country.

This is as important today as it was when 
people like Leon Levy chose the path of political 
activism, and essential if we want to do our 
part in ensuring that South Africa continues to 
succeed.   

Dore Gold and the South Africa-Israel 
partnership
Last Friday, Israel’s Foreign Ministry Director-
General Dore Gold arrived in South Africa for 
a historic three-day visit. It was the first such 

visit by an Israeli diplomatic official of his 
rank in a decade, and it was surely 

galling to the local ‘Boycott Is-
rael’ lobby that it coincided 

with the latter part of 
their “Israel Apartheid 

Week”. 
In the various 

meetings between 
Gold and his South 
African counter-
parts, it was agreed 

to strengthen co-op-
eration between the 

two countries in water 
management, agriculture 

and technology, fields which 
are crucially important to South 

Africa’s national interests. 
We are encouraged to see that our govern-

ment is no longer choosing to cut itself off from 
such beneficial partnerships simply to appease 
the radical anti-Israel lobby. 

Apart from the obvious lost beneficial oppor-
tunities for South Africa, such a policy would 
have (and has in the past had) no impact on Is-
rael, done nothing whatsoever to advance peace 
prospects and would obviously not improve one 
iota the position of the Palestinians, the very 
people for whose sole benefit the BDS lobby 
claims to be acting.   

•  Listen to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish Board Talk, 
101.9 ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00

Above Board
Jeff Katz

National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Leon Levy’s inspiring legacy 
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ANT KATZ

A dinner table conversation between Herzlia 
English teacher Gail Simon and Cape Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry executive council 
member Michael Bagraim resulted in what 
is slated to become a regular event due to its 
success. Simon had mentioned at a dinner 
they both attended that English higher grade 
learners had to do an oral on the future of South 
Africa. “The golden thread that runs through all 

their talks is positivity,” Bagraim recalls Simon 
saying. Bagraim, a past chairman and president 
of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies and now a 
DA member of Parliament, has for many years 
hosted incoming business groupings who are 
interested in investing or opening businesses in 
the country - one almost every week.

Their tour includes a visit to Parliament and 
an address in the “Old Assembly” building, a 
world-renowned hangover of colonial architec-
ture which is today used as a chamber for port-

folio committee meetings. Bagraim is the 
deputy shadow minister of labour and sits 
on Parliament’s Labour Portfolio Committee. 

“As an innovative change,” says Bagraim, 
he told Simon that he was hosting a party of 
40 US businessmen the following week and 
“we decided to let them listen to pupils from 
Herzlia,” he told SA Jewish Report.

The visitors were a mainly Mormon group 
of business graduates doing post-graduate 
studies with Professor Brad Winn at the 
Utah State University. They were all inter-
ested in opening businesses in South Africa 
or Africa, says Bagraim.

Before taking up a fulltime position on the 
university faculty, Winn had done a stint as 
leader of the Mormon Church of South Africa. 

Herzlia’s Director of Education Geoff Cohen, 
told Jewish Report that the school and pupils 
were thrilled. “They did themselves and their 
school and families proud,” he said. “We arehop-
ing to be asked to do this regularly.”

“Each of the boys spoke for four minutes,” 
said Bagraim. “And each got a standing ovation 
from the Americans, that was longer than their 
talk!”

This first meeting had been so successful that 
he and Simon had agreed to endorse a similar 
idea for all future visits starting from next week. 

Simon has decided to give grade 10 learners 
a chance this time. “Despite Herzlia being on 
holiday next week,” says Bagraim, “there was no 
shortage of volunteers to don uniforms and talk 
in Parliament.”

Hopefully, it will turn them into investment 
ambassadors for South Africa as well, he mused.

Meet SA’s future investment ambassadors - courtesy Herzlia

Herzlia matrics Robert Berman (speaking), Saul  
Levine (right), and deputy head boy Koena 
Nkhereanye address US investors in the “Old 
Assembly” of the Houses of Parliament.
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Matanot L’Evyonim

Remember the 
poor of 

our community
this Purim

www.jhbchev.co.za | SMS Purim to 37613

Banking Details
Chevrah Kadisha | Standard Bank JHB 

Branch Code: 000 205 | Acc no: 000 154 253

The Chev will act as your agent in fulfilling 
the special Purim mitzvah of Matanot 
L’Evyonim (giving gifts to the poor).

We would like to thank the following shuls for participating. If your shul would like to get involved please 

contact Michelle on michellef@jhbchev.co.za or 011 532 9789

 9th Street Shul

 Baal Shem Tov

 Beis Yisroel- Waverley

 Blairgowrie Hebrew Congregation

 Chabad of Fourways

 Chabad of Illovo

 Chabad of Melrose

 Chabad of Sandton

 Chabad of Strathavon

 Edenvale Jewish Community

 Great-Park Synagogue

 Greenside Hebrew Congregation

 Johannesburg Sephardic Hebrew

 Congregation

	 Linksfield	Senderwood	Hebrew	Congregation

 Lions Shul

 Mizrachi

	 Northcliff	Hebrew	Congregation

	 Northfield	Shul	-	Beit	Chana

 Ohr Somayach Glenhazel

 Ohr Somayach Sandton

 Ohr Somayach Savoy

 Ohr Somayach Sunny Road

 Ohrsom Students

 Or Zarua

 Oxford Shul

 Pine Street Shul

 Shomrei Emunim

 Shul of Sandton Central

 Sydenham Shtibel

 Sydenham Shul

 Torah Academy Shul

 Waverley Shul

 Yeshiva College Shul

• The Chev’s collection is endorsed by the Johannesburg Beth Din and fulfils  
 all halachik requirements

• All beneficiaries collect their envelopes on Purim. Extra envelopes are prepared  
 for any other poor people who arrive on the day

• You can donate prior to Purim. We will only distribute on the day of Purim itself

• The mitzvah of Matanot L’Evyonim is to give gifts to at least 2 poor people. 
 There is a halachik principle that we may assume that your once-off donation 
 will be given to at least 2 poor people

• Tzedaka should be given to the poor of one’s own city before those of  
 any other city

DID YOU KNOW? 
By Rabbi Fox, Chevrah Kadisha Rabbi

www.jhbchev.co.za

GWYNNE ROBINS 

This year represents the 175th year since the establishment of the first Jew-
ish congregation in South Africa.

From that small beginning of 17 men who met to form a minyan, Jews 
have spread throughout South Africa, establishing congregations, schools 
and communal organisations, at the same time contributing to their new 
country in many ways - academically, scientifically, professionally, artistical-
ly, commercially and economically - not forgetting three Nobel Prize-winners 
and some Springboks.

The year’s celebration blasted off with a spectacular evening at the City 
Hall which had itself been opened by the first Jewish mayor, Hyman Lieber-
man. The programme - with Israeli conductor Omri Hadari conducting the 
Cape Philharmonic, Israeli pianist Aviram Reichert, and music by Jewish 
composers George Gershwin and Leonard Bernstein - was enthusiastically 
received by a warm audience, who would not let Reichert go until he gave 
an encore of a recently discovered work by Gershwin.

Solly Berger, co-chairman of the 175th Anniversary Committee, welcomed 
guests, including Deputy Mayor Ian Nielson, members of the City Council, 
Israel’s Ambassador to South Africa Arthur Lenk, Jew-
ish communal leaders and music lovers.

At the post-concert reception Cape 
Board Chairman Eric Marx, closed the 
evening with thanks to the orchestra, 
guest artists, organisers and spon-
sors, the Graham & Rhona Beck 
Foundation.

It must not be forgotten that 
among the contributions the 
Jewish community has made 
to South Africa, have been two 
internationally recognised com-
posers, Peter Klatzow and Thomas 
Rajna, opera singers, jazz, popular 
and classical musicians, as well as 
fervent attendees at a wide range of 
musical events.

Sweet sound of music kicks 
off Jewish presence in SA

The Academy of Jewish Thought recently hosted the 
South African Zionist Youth Council in a symposium 
which included the Habonim, Betar, Bnei Akiva and 
Netzer youth movements as well as community mem-
bers.  

The event was held under the auspices of the Beyachad 
Community Centre, in partnership with the SAZF. A 
four-part series of talks began on Monday evening March 
7 where participants learnt about “The Visionaries of 
Modern Zionism”.

Each youth movement presented a specific visionary 
in a dialogue fashion - discussing how that particular 
personality influenced the State of Israel through his 
texts and writings.  

Importantly, each movement presented a visionary dif-
ferent to the one that they hold as their standard bearer: 

Habonim presented on Rav Kook (the spiritual founder 
of Bnei Akiva); Bnei Akiva presented on AD Gordon (the 
spiritual founder of Habonim); Netzer presented on 
Jabotinsky (the founder of Betar); and Betar presented on 
Theodor Herzl. 

The idea behind this was to encourage the valuing of 
the contributions and wisdom of other thinkers and to 
deepen the general appreciation for other voices in the 
Zionist world.

Prior to the symposium, the leaders of the youth 
movements underwent training with the dean of the 
Academy, Rabbi Ramon Widmonte, where they explored 
the text and influence of each of the visionaries who 
helped to found and shape the State of Israel.  

• For more information, visit www.theacademy.org.za

Academy of Jewish Thought develops 
unique learning programme

with Rabbi David Aaronwith Rabbi David Aaronwith Rabbi David Aaron
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JEVON GREENBLATT, DIRECTOR CSO GAUTENG

Under the auspices of the CSO, selected members of the 
Johannesburg Jewish community last week underwent 

an intensive training course to further prepare the 
community to deal with any mass casualty incident 
or potential terror attack and to equip them to re-
turn to normal as quickly as possible thereafter.

The CSO, in partnership with international hu-
manitarian volunteer organisation ZAKA Inter-
national, has undertaken to further enhance the 

CSO’s current IMS (Incident Management System) 
plan, drawing on the networks, and experience of 

ZAKA. 
IMS refers to incidents as small as information gather-

ing to the handling of a large scale disaster. The CSO has in 
place processes and procedures to deal with them all in real time 

and does so on a daily basis. 
The CSO said in a media release that the ZAKA International 

Rescue Unit, which is recognised by the UN as has trained vol-
unteers all over the world, including in America, Europe and Asia. 

“This is particularly relevant now, as the terror threat grows 
ever more global and local communities are trained and equipped 
to deal with mass casualty. The volunteers have worked at natu-
ral disasters such as those in Nepal, Haiti, Japan and Thailand 
and at terror attacks including those in Paris, Mumbai, Mombasa 
and Bali.

“Any successful mass casualty incident plan requires the co-
ordination and co-operation of numerous communal and non-
communal organisations and, as such, key people from some of 
these organisations have been invited to form part of this newly-
formed unit within the CSO.

“These skills will not only benefit our community, but will also 
benefit our fellow South Africans,” the CSO says.

CSO has partnered with ZAKA International
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חנוכה שמח

36499FRUIT
GUSHERS
36’s24999DUBBLE

BUBBLE
GUM
300’s 22499AIR

HEADS
60’s

1 Long Avenue, Glenhazel  011 440 9517 | info@kosherworld.co.za | www.kosherworld.co.za  |  Hours: Mon-Thurs 7am-10pm  | Fri: 7am-4pm | Sat:1/2 Hour After Shabbos -10pm | Sun: 8am - 10pm

34899FRUIT BY
THE FOOT
42’s

EASY HEBREW

THESE READS NOW
AVAILABLE IN-STORE

MANY 

MORE

SPECIALS

IN STORE

MANY MORESPECIALSIN STORE

3499DARRELL LEA
LIQUORICE
ORIGINAL &
STRAWBERRY 200g

899TOBLERONE
35g

Wishes you a
  Purim Sameach 

משלוח מנות
3199JELLY BELLY

20 FLAVOURS
100G

Offers valid till 23 March ‘16 or while stocks last.  E&OE. Images may differ from actual product 
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CINDY SHER
CHICAGO (JUF News via JTA)

Like so many other Jewish little girls on Purim, both 
my big sister and I would dress up for our annual Purim 
carnival as Queen Esther. The morning of the carnival, 
my mom would array us in regal dresses, bright red 
lipstick and a homemade crown or sparkly tiara bought 
for this very occasion - and only this occasion - so as to 
raise grounded daughters the rest of the year.

And in households down the street, the Jewish 
boys I knew would dress as the male hero of Purim: 
Mordechai.

Our costumes were a fun way to reinforce the attrib-
utes of these Jewish heroes who were brave and stood 
up for what’s right.

But then, after a couple hours at the carnival, we’d 
reach our Purim fill. The combs at the ends of the 
tiara would start to scratch the backs of our ears, the 
lipstick would smear on girls too young to pull off 
crimson red, our bellies would ache from cotton candy 
and hamantashen overload. 

At that point we’d go home, take off our royal dress-
es and return to our comfy play clothes - still brave 
girls, minus the fancy costumes. And being ourselves, 
it turned out, was pretty nice, too.

Thirty years later, my generation of Queen Esthers 
and Mordechais are all grown up, but we’re still work-
ing on taking off our masks.

For most people, learning to be comfortable in our 
own skin, becoming our authentic selves, is a lifelong 
work-in-progress.

In some ways, the media today - particularly 
social media - has made it all the easier to 
don a mask. On Facebook, for instance, 
we package ourselves exactly the way 
we want the public to see us - as the 
shiniest, happiest-looking versions 
of ourselves. 

As we scroll through our news 
feeds showing our friends’ adorable 
babies and dogs (or better yet, the 
baby posed with the family dog), 
brides and grooms so perfect they 
might as well perch themselves on 
top of a wedding cake and pictures of us 
sipping pina coladas on the beach, things 
look fantastic.

Yet, that’s just the thing - those pictures are 
fantasy. As someone once told me: “I wish I was 

having as much fun in real life as I am on Facebook.” 
Because, get real. No one’s that happy all the time.

But it’s not all fake. Despite the virtual masks we 
sometimes wear, society can be an easier place to be 
real and open than it used to be - if we choose to.

As the world grows smaller, we’re revealing our-
selves and relating to one another in 

ways that often make us feel less 
alone. In this age of sharing 

(and oversharing), some 
of us are shedding light 

on the parts of us that 
aren’t so shiny and 
happy all the time. 

In the world’s 
biggest group 
therapy session, 
we’re electroni-

cally sharing our 
emotional, mental 

and physical struggles 
with one another. We’re 

bonding over our shared 
human experiences of love, loss, 

failure, success, spiritual growth and 

purpose. We’re more likely to admit that life isn’t just 
sunshine and rainbows - and that makes us feel less 
alone in whatever we’re going through.

A couple of years ago, I wrote a blog post about my 
mom’s struggle with - and, thank G-d, her triumph 
over - bipolar disorder. My post garnered more 
“likes” and positive responses than any piece I’d writ-
ten in 15 years. For months, people would approach 
me with their personal mental health struggles. 
Before that post, I had rarely spoken or written in 
a public forum about the previously stigmatised ill-
ness.

But then I figured times have changed and her ill-
ness is no longer shrouded in darkness - it’s some-
thing so many people are touched by. Plus, I realised 
that being open could go a long way in helping people 
face whatever hardships they’re dealing with.

It’s wonderful to teach our kids to embody the brav-
ery of heroes like Esther and Mordechai, and it’s excit-
ing to dress up as someone else every now and then. 
But when the tiara starts to itch and we grow tired of 
our disguises, let’s remember that the best and bravest 
face to wear at the end of the day is our own.
 
• Cindy Sher is the executive editor of JUF News.

The masks we wear on Purim – and on Facebook

(011)  885-3232 •  082-333-0201

SERVICE • REPAIRS • BATTERIES • STRAPS

P R O F E S S I O N A L
W A T C H  R E P A I R S

HILTON’S
TIMEPIECESWATCH & CLOCK SPECIALISTS

XII

VI
IIIIX

Shop 3 Blenheim Court, 212 Athol Street, Highlands North

with David Sacks
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SHANNON SARNA
 (The Nosher via JTA)

It’s that time of year, when bloggers and crazy Jewish women 
everywhere scramble to come up with unique varia-
tions of hamantashen. And I am nothing if not 
a crazy Jewish woman.

As I mulled over what kind of Purim 
treats to whip up this year, I wanted 
to create some vibrant cookies 
that tasted as delicious as they 
looked. I don’t know what it 
is about a bowl of cereal that 
is somehow comforting and 
indulgent, but that was my 
starting point for these milk 
and cereal hamantascen: a long 
way from the story of Haman 
and Esther, but fun and celebratory 
nevertheless.

Kids will love making and eating 
these colourful treats using their favourite 
cereals. Try using any cereal they like, as long as it’s a bit 
sugary. And if you like handing out gifts in your commu-
nity as part of the festivities, these hamantascen would 
inspire an adorable breakfast-themed mishloach manot.

INgRedIeNTS
For the dough:
• 1/2 cup butter (or margarine)
• 3/4 cup granulated sugar
• 1 egg
• 1 tablespoon milk (or almond milk)
• 1 teaspoon vanilla essence
• 1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour plus more for rolling

• 1/4 cup crushed cereal of your choosing
• 1/4 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/4 teaspoon salt

For the filling:
• 8 ounces (249 g) cream cheese, room temperature
• 1/4 cup milk (preferably whole milk, but not skim)
• 1/4 cup cereal
• pinch salt

• 3 tablespoons sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon vanilla essence

• Additional cereal for topping

dIRecTIONS
•   Start by prepping the filling: In a 

small bowl combine the milk and 
Fruit Loops. Set aside.
•  To make the dough, cream 

together the butter and sugar. 
Add the egg, milk and vanilla ex-
tract. In a separate bowl, whisk 
together the flour, salt baking 
powder and crushed cereal. Add 
dry ingredients to wet mixture in 
batches until dough forms.

•  Form dough into a ball and wrap in plastic. 
Flatten into disc and place in fridge for at 
least 1 hour.

•  While dough is chilling, finish making the filling. Combine the 
milk-cereal mixture with softened cream cheese, sugar, salt 
and vanilla.

•  Preheat oven to 400 degrees (200 degrees C).
•  Take half dough and roll out to 1/4 inch (6,5 mm) thickness. 

Cut rounds using a cookie cutter or drinking glass.
•  Add about 1/2 teaspoon filling into the middle of each round. 

Fold corners into triangles, pinching carefully on each end.
•  Place cookies on a baking sheet lined with parchment paper 

or a silpat. Place in fridge for 10 minutes.
• Bake for 9 - 11 minutes. Allow to cool.
Shannon Sarna is the editor of The Nosher food blog.

Milk and cereal 
hamantashen for Purim

cannoli hamantashen for Purim – 

something different
SHeRI SILVeR (The Nosher via JTA)

NeW YORK

My love of Italian cuisine was honed at a very early 

age - there was no lack of Italian restaurants, pizzerias 

and bakeries. If I had to pick my favourite Italian pastry, 

it would be no contest - I am #teamcannoli all the way.

Something about the sweet, creamy filling, rich 

chocolate chips and crunchy shell has always been 

the trifecta of what a dessert should be. So, why not 

put that delicious filling into an iconic Jewish pastry - 

hamantashen?
As it turns out, this is a pretty amazing mash-up, 

one I’m sure will bring smiles to your friends and fam-

ily at Purim.
If you’ve struggled with making hamantashen in the 

past, I’m sharing all of my tried-and-true tips gathered 

over years of trial and error.

INgRedIeNTS
cannoli filling
• 1/4 cup ricotta cheese

• 4 ounces (114 grams) cream cheese, softened

• 1/4 cup confectioners’ sugar

• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

• 1/2 cup mini chocolate chips

Hamantashen dough

•  1 stick (4 ounces [114 grams} or 1/2 cup) unsalted 

butter or margarine, room temperature

• 3 ounces (85 grams) cream cheese, softened

• 1/2 cup sugar

• 1/2 cup milk
• 1 teaspoon vanilla essence

• 3 cups flour
• 1/2 teaspoon salt

•  1 egg white beaten with 1 tablespoon water, for 

sealing the hamantashen

• 1/2 cup chocolate chips, for drizzling

• Confectioners’ sugar, for dusting

dIRecTIONS
•  Make the cannoli filling: In the bowl of a mixer, beat 

all ingredients except the chocolate chips till light 

and fluffy. Fold in the chocolate chips and refrigerate, 

covered, until needed.

•  Make the dough: Beat the butter, cream cheese and 

sugar till light and fluffy; scrape down the sides. Add 

the milk and vanilla essence and beat till incorpo-

rated. Scrape down the sides. 

•  Add the flour and salt and beat again. Divide the 

dough into 2 pieces and place each between 2 

 sheets of parchment paper or plastic wrap. Roll 

each to a 1/2-inch (137 mm) thickness, stack the 

doughs on a baking sheet and refrigerate for at least 

1 hour (or up to 3 days).

•  Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

•  Line 2 baking sheets with parchment paper. Working 

with one dough at a time, place on your prepared 

baking sheet and cut out circles using a drinking 

glass or cookie cutter (I used a 2 1/2-inch - about 64 

mm - cutter). Gather trimmings, re-roll and cut.

•  Brush the edges of the circles with a bit of the 

beaten egg white and place 1/2 teaspoon of cannoli 

filling in the centre. Fold the dough into a triangle 

shape and pinch the corners and edges firmly to-

gether. Brush the dough with more of the egg white.

•  Bake hamantashen until golden brown, about 15 

minutes. Transfer to a wire rack to cool completely. 

When cooled, place on 2 baking sheets lined with 

parchment paper.

•  Lastly, melt the 1/2 cup of chocolate chips in the 

top half of a double boiler set over barely simmering 

water. Cool slightly and transfer to a disposable pas-

try or Ziploc bag. Snip a small opening in the corner 

and drizzle the chocolate over the hamantashen. 

Refrigerate till set. Dust with confectioners’ sugar 

just before serving.

Sheri Silver writes the blog Donuts, Dresses and Dirt 

(http://sherisilver.com/)

A girl wearing a mask 

for Purim in Jerusalem 
March 15, 2006.
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Wounded Syrians treated 
in Israel ‘overwhelmed 
with gratitude’
NEW YORK - “At first, they were afraid to be 
treated by Israelis, whom they were taught their 
whole lives are their worst enemies,” the deputy 
surgeon general of the IDF Medical Corps told 
The Algemeiner. “But once they began to accept 
our medical help, they became overwhelmed 
with gratitude and their entire attitude towards 
us changed.”

Colonel Dr Tarif Bader was referring to the 
many wounded Syrians who have crossed the 
border into Israel from their war-torn 
country to receive top-tier care, 
both at the IDF field hospital 
set up along the border 
and at official medical 
centres in the north of 
the country.

Since 2013, Bader 
said, the IDF had 
been administering 
the same advanced 
care to Syrians in-
jured in the fighting 
between President As-
sad’s forces (backed by 
Russia and Iran) and rebel 
groups as it did to Israeli 
civilians and soldiers. 

This, emphasised Bader, is “without 
selection or prying into their ethnic background 
or side in the conflict” that has led to the death 
of an estimated 200 000 combatants and civil-
ians over the past five years.

“But this is in keeping with what we teach 
our teams in the military medical academy: that 
their job is to treat all injured people, regardless 
of who they are, and the only thing they have to 
do in primary triage is to treat those with the 
most serious injuries first, including if they are 
terrorists,” he said.

Where the Syrians are concerned, however, 
“of course, we behave with caution. We don’t 
enter Syria or risk minefields in order to treat 
them; they come to us,” he said.

Asked whether this kind of indiscriminate 
care means that Israel could be treating wound-
ed IS or other terrorists, Bader, a Druze who has 

served for more than two decades in the Israeli 
military, said that it was certainly possible. “But 
IS tends not to be fighting in the areas closest to 
Israel. Most of the people we treat are not from 
Damascus or Aleppo, the cities where the bulk 
of the combat is taking place, but rather from 
villages near the border.” - The Algemeiner

Former Archbishop calls 
on government to halt 
anti-Semitism
LONDON - Former Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams has called on the British gov-
ernment to combat the rise of anti-Semitism at 

British universities.
Lord Williams, who is now 

master of Magdalene College, 
Cambridge, revealed that 

he had been moved to 
write to Jo Johnson, 
the universities 
ministers, because 
of what he called 
the “muted” official 
response to Jew-
hatred on campuses.

According to the 
Sunday Times, Wil-

liams has been in con-
tact with a Jewish student 

at York University, who has 
been the victim of anti-Semitism.

The former archbishop told Zach-
ary Confino, an undergraduate studying law, 
that he had been “very shocked” by a series of 
anti-Semitic incidents. In a letter to Confino, he 
wrote: “It is truly appalling stuff but sadly seems 
not to be that unusual at the moment.

“It’s ironic that just as we are waking up to 
all sorts of ways in which ‘hate speech’ works, 
we should lose sight of one of the most ancient 
and poisonous forms of it, in the shape of anti-
Semitic rhetoric.”

He added: “Anyone concerned (as I am) about 
Islamophobia here and elsewhere, needs to be 
scrupulously alert to the risk of scapegoating 
and demonising other religious communities, 
especially Jews; and anyone with even the least 
bit of historical sense ought to hear the echoes 
of past bigotry and violence towards Jewish 
people in Europe.” - Jewish Chronicle, London

Punishment for husbands 
who deny divorcing wives 
a ‘get’
LONDON - Husbands who deny their divorcing 
wives a “get”, could be stripped of their burial 
rights under measures approved by the United 
Synagogue (US) this week.

Stephen Pack, president of the United 
Synagogues, confirmed that its trustees had “ac-
cepted the London Beth Din’s recommendation 
to remove the relevant husband’s membership 
rights, including burial, until such time as he 
gives a get to his wife.”

For a number of years, the US has enabled 
congregations to deprive recalcitrant husbands 
of synagogue honours such as calling them to 
the Torah.

In recent months, the Beth Din has stepped 
up action by publishing name and shame 
notices against men who have refused their wife 
a get. In two instances, it called on synagogues 
under its jurisdiction to refuse entry to the men 
involved.

Without a get, a woman is considered an 
agunah, trapped in a marriage and unable to 
remarry according to Jewish law. If she has chil-
dren from a subsequent relationship without 
a get, they will bear the stigma of mamzerut, 
(illegitimacy). - Jewish Chronicle, London

Call to strip former 
Nazi (92) of Canadian 
citizenship
TORONTO - Jewish groups are calling on 
Canada to strip Canadian citizenship from a 
92-year-old man who was once a member of a 
Nazi death squad.

In a letter to Citizenship Minister John 
McCallum, the groups say it’s time to conclude 
to what has been a 20-year battle to deport 
Helmut Oberlander.

“As has been clearly established, Mr Ober-
lander was a member of one of the most savage 
Nazi killing units, responsible for the murder 
of more than 90 000 Jewish men, women, 
and children during the Holocaust,” states the 

March 9 letter.
“He is here illegally, was associated with a 

horrific and murderous enterprise for which he 
has neither demonstrated nor expressed any 
remorse, and he ought to have his Canadian 
citizenship revoked immediately,” it adds. - 
Jerusalem Post

IS gives women 
contraception to maintain 
supply of sex slaves
WASHINGTON - The Islamic State is using 
several forms of contraception to maintain 
its supply of sex slaves, the New York Times 
reported, citing interviews with more than 
three dozen Yazidi women who escaped from 
the militant group.

The newspaper reported that Islamic State 
used “oral and injectable contraception, and 
sometimes both” to ensure that the women 
did not become pregnant and could be 
passed among the fighters.

“In at least one case, a woman was forced 
to have an abortion in order to make her 
available for sex, and others were pressured 
to do so,” the paper said.

Islamic State militants consider the Yazidis 
to be devil-worshippers. The Yazidi faith has 
elements of Christianity, Zoroastrianism 
and Islam. Most of the Yazidi population, 
numbering around half a million, remains 
displaced in camps inside the autonomous 
entity in Iraq’s north known as Kurdistan. - 
Jerusalem Post

JHB 3 APRIL | DBN 7 APRIL | CT 10 APRIL
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Please support our advertisers

OMG... I don’t believe you aren’t 
advertising in the Jewish Report

Jewish Reportsouth african

OWN CORRESPONDENT

Eden School held a crazy sock day last week. All the 
kids came to school in different patterned socks and 
everyone had a good laugh!

The children are encouraged daily to learn about 

Yiddishkeit and good values. Helping others and do-
ing chesed is one of the main ethics of the school.

All the children felt part of something very special 
and had the opportunity to participate in the fun.

As it is the month of Adar, the children also learnt 
of the importance of the mitzvah to be happy.

Eden kids ‘socked it’ in a fun way
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SUZANNE BELLING

The excitement at Torah Academy Girls’ High School mounts as the girls start 
packing mishloach manot (Purim gifts) in aid of school funds.

Prices range from R30 to R1 000 and include top branded luggage, food-
stuffs, drinks and sweets.

There is free delivery to your doorstep on “super” packages.
Waving their masks and packing in earnest are Estee Zwick; Tali Abraham-

son; and Sara Malka Fox.

• For further information call (011) 485-3871.

TA girls in a packing 
frenzy for Purim gifts
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HANNA BEN-MOSHE

King David Victory Park’s shinshiniot (young emissar-
ies from Israel), Shlomit and Moriah, and the Hebrew 
Department, last week organised a festival of Jewish 
food from different ethnic groups that live in Israel 
today. Among the wide variety: were malawach (fried 
Yemenite bread), couscous, the Moroccan sfenj 
(Moroccan doughnuts) and dabo (Ethiopian bread), 
Russian potato salad, Israeli-Mediterranean salad, 
humus and techina and Eastern European vegetable 
soup with noodles, kneidlach and shkedei marak (soup 
croutons).   

Pictured are Jemma Sundelson; Shmueli Gischen; Leo 
Bogolubov; Daniel Barlin; Micaela Tucker; Hanna Ben Moshe; Gila 
Dove; Moriah Trock; and Hadas Ben-Yosef.

A festival of ethnic Jewish 
food at KDVP
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with Rabbi Paysach Krohn
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YAKIRA COHEN

As King David Linksfield is on a mid-term break this week, 
Purim was celebrated last week Friday. It was very festive 
and exciting. The costumes were creative and interesting, 
following the grade themes: grade 8, my worst nightmare; 
grade 9, Hollywood; grade 10, in my next life I want to be; 
grade 11, stereotypes; grade 12, my favourite thing from my 
childhood.  

Everyone had fun making mishloach manot, followed by a 
hilarious assembly and costume competition, skits and musi-
cal interludes. Purim is always one of the most entertaining 
days of the school year, and this one was no exception.

Pictured is Daniel Abrams dressed up as Mildred, a fic-
tional old lady.

Linksfield High’s Purim full of fun and 
laughter

JENNY MILLER

Adar is the official “happy month”, as is written: “As soon as Adar begins, increase in joy!”
In a leap year, we have two months of extra happiness! The staff and children at Sydenham 
Hebrew Pre-Primary 
School wasted no time 
in getting stuck into 
some real fun ac-
tivities for the learners. 

While everyone is very 
busy preparing for the 

upcoming chag of Purim, 
the children are also learning 

about the colours of black and 
white in nature.

Funky black and white crowns were created 
in honour of Rosh Chodesh Adar and the chil-
dren celebrated by singing songs and dancing.

Pictured proudly wearing their crowns are: 
Chase Cohen; Taylor Levitas; Sami Levin; Liat 
Cohen; Shaiya Crouse; and Chiara Riback.

Getting into the spirit of Rosh Chodesh Adar
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EdElstEin must guard against sElEctivE morality and doublE standards

Merlynn Edelstein (SA Jews for Free Palestine) 
would be more than surprised just how her 
organisation and “mainstream” Jewry’s views on 
the Israel/Palestine issue converge. Both would 
welcome a free Palestine; the method of achiev-
ing that goal probably differs as the “main-
stream” camp supports a two-state solution but 
we have yet to hear how SAJFP would like to see 
a free Palestine emerge. 

In a letter to this newspaper last week Edelstein 
expresses strong feelings about her views and the 
importance of alternative opinions being heard. 
I don’t believe anyone would take issue with this. 
Neither do I believe anyone would have an issue 
with her view of recognition of the 1948 borders.

Others have differing views of those borders, 
but both obviously recognise Israel’s sovereignty 
and I believe both have an unwavering commit-
ment to Israel’s survival.

Edelstein’s main concern seems to be that 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu “pur-
ports to act in the name of global Jewry”. What 
he does as prime minister of the only Jewish 
state on Earth is speak for the people he repre-
sents, which happen to be predominantly Jewish, 
as does Zuma, Cameron or Obama (speaking for  

 
their people).

SAJFP’s claim of ethnic cleansing is an 
interesting accusation and if Edelstein were to 
look up the term on Wikipedia, she would find 
scores of actual cases of ethnic cleansing, many 
in the Arab world, yet this source says about the 
Palestinians: “The cause of this displacement and 
its description as ethnic cleansing is disputed by 
scholars.” 

SAJFP claims that the plight of the Pales-
tinians in other Arab states is “central to our 
concern”, as they “advocate for the return of 
these refugees to their proper home”, and “Syria, 
Yemen and Islamic State do not claim to perpe-
trate atrocities in our name”. 

Is that reason enough not to protest the 
slaughter of a quarter of a million people? At 
the same time SAJFP will “continue to campaign 
against discrimination and injustice” - but not 
against the murder and abuse of those invisible 
Palestinians of these other Arab lands - is this 
not selective morality and double standards, 
Edelstein? 

 
allan Wolman
rosebank 

silEncE midEast critics by rEturning to 1948 bordErs

The letter from Merlynn Edelstein of the SAJFP 
in last week’s Jewish Report refers.

I would very much like to see the conflict 
between Israel and the Palestinians resolved by 
the return of Israel to the 1948 borders. But the 
borders before the 1948 war started was the 
land partitioned by the UN, and Israel was given 
all the land west of the Jordan River, that is 
between the river and the sea. After the war and 
the armistice was signed, Jordan had occupied 
Judea and Samaria which they continued to oc-
cupy for 19 years until Israel managed to reclaim 
the territory in the 1967 Six Day War.

In the 19 years that Jordan occupied Israeli  

 
territory, no-one ever made a complaint in favour 
of Israel and certainly not the UN.

I would therefore suggest that all efforts 
be made to solve the Middle East problem by 
returning to the 1948 borders and that organisa-
tions such as SAJFP, J Street and like-minded 
organisations campaign for a just peace and “put 
their money where their mouth is”. 

Maybe that way we will be able to settle the 
world’s troubles as Israel is the only country in 
the area with which these groups find fault.

 
dennis Kahlberg
Fairmount, Johannesburg

Disclaimer
The letters page is intended to provide an opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to be expressed. 
Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff 
or directors of the Jewish Report. 

Guidelines for letters
Letters of up to 400 words get preference. Provide your full name, place of residence, and daytime phone number. 
We do not publish letters under noms de plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or 
shortened. 

The Editor, PO Box 84650, Greenside, 2034  email: sharon@sajewishreport.co.za
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thE thousands oF migrants Will bitE thE Eu countriEs in thE bacKsidE

Perhaps, or perhaps not, a visionary statement to the peoples of France, Germany, Belgium, 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark and possibly also the UK and the US regarding their “political 
correctness” and “humanitarianism” and their understanding of the saying: “There are none so 
blind as those who will not see.”

“Mene, mene, tekel, mepharsim”, freely translated as “Count your days for they are numbered” 
- Daniel 5 (25-28) which I believe applies to the welcoming of the hundreds of thousands of 
migrants and jihadists and their condemnation of the State of Israel. It will all come back to bite 
them in their collective backside.

Jack miller
gresswold, Johannesburg

in WhosE namE doEs nEtanyahu, or Zuma For that mattEr, act?

A recent SAJFP (Jews for Palestine) letter in 
the Jewish Report claimed that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu “acts in your 
‘name”’. 

It’s unrealistic of the letter writer to believe 
that Netanyahu represents all the Jewish 
people and then to get upset because one 
disagrees with his policies. 

Netanyahu doesn’t act in “your ‘name’” any 
more than Jacob Zuma acts in my “name”. 
If Donald Trump wins the US elections I can 
bet that there are a fair number of Americans 
who will purport that he does not act in their 
“name”. 

That’s why there are elections - for the  

 
majority of people to choose who the leaders 
will be. Elections imply that not everyone 
agrees on who should win the election, but 
that the majority will prevail. We accept that 
there will still be dissenting opinion. 

Obviously Netanyahu cannot consult with 
every Jew in order to shape his policies, nor 
do most people expect him to do so. Do you 
expect Netanyahu to consult you? So I accept 
that Netanyahu is not doing anything in your 
name (especially as a Diaspora Jew). Can you 
accept that too?

michele Engelberg
Johannesburg

ZanE cohEn is trying to rEach his rElativEs

Zane Cohen who lives in Cape Town, is trying to get infor-
mation on his grandfather, Louis (Lewis/Luis) Morris 
Cohen born in Poppelan/Papile, Zhager, Lithuania 
in about 1898 and any other relatives.

Louis Cohen came to South Africa, prob-
ably around the time of the First World War 
in 1914, and settled in a small town called 
Meyerton in the Vaal Triangle. 

He had brothers and sisters who made the 
journey to South Africa – Herman, Micha, 
Meyer, Edie and Sal. 

Louis married Sarah Mary Jane Farqhuar 
and his children were Norman (Zane’s father), 
Lennon, his brother Stanley and a sister Irene. 

Louis Cohen died in 1977 and is buried in a 
cemetery in Vereeniging. 

Zane Cohen may be reached on cell phone 082-455-8150.

with Rabbi Shais Taubwith Rabbi Shais Taubwith Rabbi Shais Taub
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SUZANNE BELLING

Ex-pat South Africans, Barbi Dorfan 
and Helen Segal, have added to the 
public art space in San Diego with 
two outdoor mosaic projects, both of 
which are permanent exhibits.

The most recent work, mosaic stat-
ues inspired by the 1,5 million chil-
dren who perished in the Holocaust, 
comprises three colourful figures 
reaching towards butterflies in the air 
above them. The statues are part of a 
refabricated fountain at a shopping 
centre in Torrey Hills, San Diego.                                                                                                                      

The owner of the centre, another 
former South African, Gary Levitt, 
who studied at Wits, was looking to 
revitalise the worn-out fountain at the 
focal point of the centre. 

He was put in touch with his two 
“landsleit”, with Segal presenting 
concept sketches of the project to 
him, which he immediately ap-
proved. Months later, in November 
2015, the vibrant, colourful statues 
were unveiled.                                                                                   

 “Gary is so much about community 
and having a centre that is a com-
munity centre, not just a shopping 
centre,” Segal said. With that in mind, 
she designed her sketches to include 
three figures reaching toward butter-
flies flying above them. 

“They represent the community,” 
Segal explained, “people aspiring to do 
something better, greater than they 
are.”   

Dorfan went to King David, Victory 

Park, as did her three daughters, Jes-
sica, Samantha and Rikki, until their 
immigration to the States in 2010.Her 
husband Joel was raised in Bulawayo 
and moved to South Africa when he 
was 17. 

She did a BSc in computer science at 
Wits and later studied at the Ravenna 
School of Mosaic in Italy.                                                                                                    

Segal attended Woodmead High 
School in Johannesburg, studied art 
briefly at Wits, went to a kibbutz in 
Israel as an interim break from her 
schooling (after having had a car ac-
cident). “In Israel I met the man who 
would become my future husband. 
He was from the USA which is how 
I landed up here, graduating with a 
fine arts degree (summa cum laude).” 
Divorced for 10 years, she has two 
children Jason and Jenna.  

The Butterfly Project in which the 
women became involved was founded 
at the San Diego Jewish Academy and 
is championed by Cheryl Rattner  
Price.                                

The project aims to memorialise 
the Jewish children who died in the 
Holocaust. Every butterfly symbolises 
a child who was lost and a voice that 
is gained. Members of the public were 
invited to paint butterflies in accord-
ance with the project - an artistic, 
educational programme commemo-
rating the children and honouring the 
survivors.                                                        

The Butterfly Project aims to teach 
tolerance using the lessons of the 
Holocaust to remember the past, act 

responsibly in the present, and create 
a more peaceful future. By empower-
ing students to take a stand against 
injustices, the Butterfly Project is a 
tool to launch and support anti-bully-
ing programming.                                                                                                                        

The butterfly theme was carried 
over to their latest work at the Jewish 
Academy in San Diego, with some 
2 000 butterflies painted by local 
schoolchildren around mosaic statues 
of the four matriarchs: Sarah, Leah, 
Rebecca and Rachel. The larger-than-
life sized work represents the Unbri-
dled Spirit of the Child. 

Each figure represents a season. The 
statues are surrounded by a bench of 
butterflies. They worked on the stat-
ues with Israeli artist Sigalit Sherman.

“We really work well together,” Segal 
says. “We get each other artistically.”

Both Segal and Dorfan are originally 
from Johannesburg.

Segal is the daughter of Marcia and 
the late Mr Justice Geoffrey Leveson, 
while Dorfan, is the daughter Pearl 
and the late Richard Weinberg. Her 
mother now lives in Israel. 

“Art is an international language. 
Here we are, two South Africans of 
the same age group, who didn’t know 
each other in SA. But we were brought 
together across the world and have 
become great friends through art,” 
said Dorfan.

Segal adds: “It would be an 
incredible thing if we could do a 
butterfly project installation in 
South Africa.”

‘Butterfly statues’ with SA roots adorn a fountain in far-flung San Diego

Barbi Dorfan and Helen Segal with one of their mosaic statues. The butterflies are 
very much in evidence.

Ph
ot

o 
su

pp
lie

d

Science

John Torrence Tate Award-winner Neil 
Turok looking for African Einstein
MARGOT COHEN

South African-born Neil Turok (pictured) is the 
recipient of the 2016 John Torrence Tate Award for 
International Leadership in Physics from the American 
Institute of Physics. The award will be presented to 
him in November in Silicon Valley, California.

Speaking to the Jewish Report telephonically from 
the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics in 
Waterloo, Canada where he  serves as Director and 
Niels Bohr Chairman, Turok says he 
is delighted at the recognition. “It 
came as something of a surprise,” 
he remarks.

Last week he was in Dakar, 
Senegal. Turok’s abiding interest 
is to promote science and maths 
education in Africa. The global gather-
ing in Dakar was to support 
the call to meet the chal-
lenge of producing the 
next African Einstein. 
It was the largest ever 
scientific meeting in 
Africa, with over 700 
participants. 

Says Turok: “No-
one can deny 
the contribu-
tion by  
 

Africans in the 
fields of  music, art, 
literature or sport, 
so why not look for 

African science superstars? Africans have a huge 
interest in education. Even the poorest among them 
make huge sacrifices to educate their children. By 
2050, 40 per cent of the world’s youth will be African. 
We must create opportunities for them.” 

Turok likens the exclusion of black people from 
science to the denial of technical and scientific 
training to Jews in 19th century, when Jews were 
consigned to being pedlars and money lenders.

A self-confessed “Afro-optimist”, Turok founded 
the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) 
in Muizenberg, Cape Town, in 2003. It has since 
expanded to a network of five centres in South 
Africa, Senegal, Ghana, Cameroon, and Tanzania 
and has become Africa’s most renowned institute 
for postgraduate training in maths, with nearly  

1 000 alumni. 
For his scientific discoveries and for developing 

AIMS, Turok was awarded the TED Prize in 2008. 
His research interests are related to the Big 

Bang. He is involved in testing funda-
mental theories of the cosmos. 

Born in Johannesburg to 
political activists Ben and Mary 
Turok, Turok and his fam-
ily went into exile in Kenya 
and Tanzania and then on to 
London. He was educated 
at Cambridge University and 
received a doctorate in theo-
retical physics from Imperial 
College.

He comes to South Africa, 
where his parents and some 
siblings reside, around three 
times a year. “Science is a 
unifying force for humanity that 
transcends culture, language 

and race and the other artificial 
boundaries that separate us. 

SHOW YOUR SOLIDARITY
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SUZANNE BELLING

With some people, the goodness shines out 
of them. And so it is with Rabbi Michael Katz 
(co-director of Chabad House) and Shirley 
Resnick (manager of financial services, Chevrah 
Kadisha), whose work as prison chaplains in 
Gauteng brings them into regular contact with 
Jewish prisoners who are often their complete 
opposites.

“We all have our 
faults,” says Rabbi 
Katz. “These are 
people who have 
messed up in the 
financial or spirit-
ual realm. But they 
are human beings 
- Jews - and they 
have lives, souls 
and families.”

According to 
both chaplains, 
who cover the Gauteng jails - Diepkloof in 
Soweto (dubbed Sun City), Kgosi Mampuru 
(formerly Pretoria Central), Leeuwkop in 
Kyalami, Sonderwater near Cullinan and Nigel 
- the prisons are overcrowded with terrible 
conditions (“although the women’s prisons are 
slightly better”, according to Resnick).

At present there are only about eight Jews in 
prison - “none of them women at this stage”, 
Resnick said she was pleased to report.

“This is the lowest figure ever,” says Rabbi 
Katz. “There are, among them two fraudsters, 
one imprisoned for drugs and one murderer 
serving life.”

Resnick says women prisoners for the most 
part comprised those guilty of fraud and drug 
trafficking. Under the apartheid regime they 
dealt with political prisoners and those support-
ing the End Conscription Campaign, said Rabbi 
Katz.

“But now the role of being a prison chaplain 
necessitates discretion. And once they are freed, 
they don’t want to be reminded of their time 
there.”

Correctional Services are attempting to 
upgrade the prisons “but in my humble opinion, 
they are fighting a losing battle. It is an impos-
sible situation - there are 60 guys in a space 
meant for 20 and people sharing beds - terrible 
overcrowding. There are great people in the 
system, but there is the inability to cater for so 
many,” Rabbi Katz told SA Jewish Report.

Unlike movies and TV, “there is nothing 
glamorous about being in prison or 
visiting prisoners and although 
people have a fascination 
with this, seeing a pris-
oner reflects the lowest 
time of his life,” he 
said. Rabbi Katz 
became a chaplain 
like his father Rabbi 
Sidney Katz, zt”l, 
who handed over 
the reins to his son 
in later years.

Immediately one 
senses with both the 
rabbi and Shirley there is no 
censure, nothing judgmental, 

only practical help and counselling.
It is not difficult to see how both male and 

female prisons open up to these tzaddikim and 
in turn receive counselling and practical help.

“I have never felt threatened; prisoners usu-
ally share stuff, they want the counselling and 
have become my friends,” says Rabbi Katz.

The prisoners all wear orange overalls, except 
in the holding cells when awaiting trial or sen-
tencing, when they wear a different uniform. 

The holding cells, if 
anything, have worse 
conditions than the 
prisons themselves.

“But I have 
never comes across 
any abuse,” says 
Rabbi Katz, although 
Resnick says there 
have been some 
problems with 
women. 

Kosher food in 
South African prisons is not possible because:
• The numbers do not warrant it;
• Bringing in food from the outside presents a 
security problem;
•  There could be jealousy from other prisoners 

regarding special treatment of Jews.
However, the Chevrah Kadisha makes sure 

that before Pesach, Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, food parcels are given to the Jewish 
prisoners. “We do take additional food because 
there are suddenly extra people claiming to be 
Jewish,” Resnick says. 

“We are not allowed to take in glass, bottles 
or jars, so everything has to be decanted into 
plastic containers.”

The Chevrah Kadisha also takes care of the 
prisoners’ families living at home. “If a Jew-
ish inmate becomes ill, we will help with the 
medical aid and we assist with school fees for 
children. After serving their time, all prisoners 
are immediately referred to Jewish Community 
Services for psycho-social assistance.”

Rabbi Katz says he encourages prisoners to 
eat basic food like milk and bread, so there is 
nothing intrinsically unkosher. “A kosher diet to 
the prison authorities means no pork,” he says.

The chaplains have a roster of pro deo at-
torneys and advocates to help awaiting trial 
prisoners and to advise them on their legal 
rights.

“We continue with financial assistance 
when prisoners come home,” said Resnick.

She describes her fellow chaplain as 
giving “chizuk and inspiration. 

For the prisoners it is like 
being in Gehinnom - it is 

the mitzvah of pidyon 
shvuyim (redemp-

tion of prisoners) 
to keep them out 
of jail. But if they 
are incarcerated, it 
is up to us to give 
support.”

Prison chaplains 
in other parts of the 

country are Rabbi 
Kalman Green (West-

ern Cape) and Shlomo 
Wainer (KwaZulu-Natal).
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They have a calling to give succour to Jews in prison

with Rivkah Slonimwith Rivkah Slonim
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Shirley Resnick. Rabbi Michael Katz.
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The South African Centre for Religious Equality and Diversity
Proudly Presents, a talk by Mrs Najma Khota

0ur next talk (monthly evening of interest) will be held on May 29, 2016

To secure your seat please RSVP to:  
The Chairman of SACRED Rabbi Julia Margolis

Email: rabbijuliamargolis@gmail.com or cell: 076-673-0750

Kindly Note:  
Booking is open to ALL faiths (but essential for catering & seating purposes.)

Married with three 
children, Najma started 
her journey 20 years 
ago as a radio presenter. 
Against the odds Najma 
founded a community 
radio station and co-
founded two others. 
Najma was faced with a 
new challenge when she 
was told that according 
to Islamic teachings 
women were not allowed to be heard 
on “air”. She did her own research 
and gained support from the 
community to prove that there was 
no basis to what some claimed as an 
Islamic rule. Najma became a voice 
for women through her platform on 
radio and television, a household 

name both locally and 
internationally. She 
pursued her career as 
a counselling therapist 
concurrently with being 
a radio talk show host 
and television presenter. 
As an active member 
of her community, she 
co-founded a drug rehab 
centre and served on 
the board of several 

organisations. As a counselling 
therapist and a trauma counsellor, 
Najma is also the director of “Forever 
Blooming”, an organisation she 
founded in 2005. This stress and 
trauma centre offers counselling 
services to individuals coming from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

March 30, 2016 at 18:30 at The Rondavel,  
at Bet David Progressive Synagogue, 3 Middle Road, Sandton

Cost: R20 per person, light refreshments to be served

A broadcast journalist, radio and TV presenter, a counselling therapist 
and a trauma counsellor. Her talk is entitled “My Journey”

She lives by the adage: What lies behind us and what lies before us are 
tiny matters compared to what lies within us (RW Emerson).



Please support 
our advertisers

To book your classified noTice or adverT conTacT:   
Tel (011) 430-1980, Fax 086-634-7935, email: shereen@sajewishreport.co.za  

SERVICES
NOTICES

Hawley Marble and Granite Works 
Est. 1948. Monumental masons. 
We are proud to have served the 
Johannesburg Jewish community 
for many decades. Your support is 
much appreciated. Collen Hawley  

Tel: (011) 828- 9010 Chaim 
Silver (011) 485-3005

Jaffa Home for Seniors
Situated in the tranquil suburbs of 
Pretoria. Make the move to our 

kosher home. Affordable first-class 
single and double suites. 

Frail-care available. 
Mark (012) 346-2006 or visit 

www.jaffa.org.za

DECEaSED 
ESTaTE HOuSE 
ClEaraNCES 

Entire households 

cleared, professionally 

and confidentially. I’ll 

take the burden off your 

shoulders and pay you 

for it. Please contact  

ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837 

ladimiklas22@gmail.com
for a trusted and 

professional service. 

Also clear garages, 

cellars, storage rooms 

and storage facilities.

AIRPORT SHUTTLE
SAM

(011) 728-5219
083-627-8516

To OR Tambo
from R190.
To Lanseria
from R220.

Reasonable rates to
all other areas.

Experienced, reliable driver able 
to lift you anywhere/ anytime 24 
hours. Courier work undertaken. 

Please call Paul Minsker
083-542-6480

(011) 882-2181

Alex’s Lift Service 
Experienced, reliable driver 

specialising in lifts to shops and 
appointments you need to go to. 
Contact Alex: 083-409-4378

	  

	  
	  
	  

Appliance repairs on-site
Fridges, stoves, washing 

machines, tumble dryers and 
dishwashers. Free quotations. 
Call Jason 082-401-8239 / 

076-210-6532

HOME SERVICES

FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP
PoLiSH / GErMAn CiTizEnSHiP  

Many South African Jews are 
eligible for EU citizenship. If you 

are interested, please contact me. 
I specialise in obtaining Polish and 
German citizenship. I am able to 
obtain the required documents 

from archives in Europe. 
rAEL Cynkin CA (SA) 
info@noborders.co.za

083-346-4627

aVaIlaBlE
ACCOMMODATION

LIFTS OFFERED

SMiLE-LEE’S LiFTS
A reliable lift service.

Specialising in lifts to and from 
airports, shops, appointments, 

casinos and courier.  
Charna 083-391-6612

8-seater.  
Tours/Day Drives

CONTACT ARNOLD,
082-447-0185
011-454-1193

AIRPORT SERVICE 
JHB

DIAL A LIFT
 Comfortable  
6/7 seater

All lifts,  
day drives, tours
Pip Friedman  

083-267-3281 
dialalift@gmail.com
www.dialalift.co.za

A TAXi SErViCE
Let Warren Pogorelsky chauffeur 
you in and around Johannesburg.

OR Tambo from R200.
Tel: 082-399-6187

Also Sun City & game reserves
Courier service.

WaNTED
VEHICLES

IF YOU WANT 
TO BUY OR SELL 

A VEHICLE 
CONTACT:

SOLLY KRAmER
082-922-3597

VEHICLES WANTED

Cell: 082 823 7826
CALL ARNOLD ORKIN

WE PAY CASH
aNY MaKE

aNY MODEl
aNY CONDITION
alSO aCCIDENT 

DaMaGED VEHIClES
& NON-ruNNErS 

WaNTED

EMPLOYMENT
TuTOrING

WaNTED

SCiEnCE / MATHS TuTor
All grades to matric.

Qualified, experienced, patient 
teacher.

iVAn (011) 786-4089

SEEkinG MorninG PoSiTion
Receptionist, balance sheet typist, 

copy typist
Contact: Jennifer 
083-447-5042

Friday (March 18)

•  UZLC hosts Benji Shulman on “Israel 
Apartheid Week in Johannesburg”. Venue: 
Our Parents Home. Time: 12:45 – 14:00. 
Contact: Gloria 072-127-9421 or (011) 
485-4851.

 
•  Bet David’s Kabbalat Shabbat Service takes 

place at Bet David, Morningside. Time: 
18:00 - 19:00. Enquiries: Sharon (011) 
783 7117

Saturday (March 19) 

•  Bet David’s Torah study and light breakfast 
takes place at Bet David at 08:45 – 09:45. 
No charge. The Shabbat morning service 
takes place at 10:00, followed by a brocha.

Sunday (March 20)

•  JH&GC in partnership with the faculty of 
arts, Leeds University and the Ditsong 
National Museum of Military History, host 
a screening of the documentary “Hidden 

Holocaust in the Dunes” at Ditsong Military 
History Museum, Saxonwold at 17:30. No 
charge. Book with shirley@jhbholocaust.
co.za or (011) 640-3100/2148.

•  Second Innings hosts Roz Basserabie on 
“Make the Most of Every Day - Turn an 
Ordinary Day into an Extraordinary Day”. 
Venue: The Gerald Horwitz Lounge, Golden 
Acres. Time: 10:00 for 10:30. Cost: R20 
members, R30 visitors (incl tea and light 
refreshments). Information: Linda Fleishman 
(011) 532-9701.

Monday (March 21)

•  JH&GC in partnership with the faculty of 
arts, Leeds University and the Ditsong 
National Museum of Military History, 
host a panel discussion on “Transnational 
Holocaust Memory, Human Rights and 
other Traumatic Pasts” at Ditsong National 
Museum of Military History, Saxonwold at 
15:00. No admission charge. Book with 
shirley@jhbholocaust.co.za or (011) 
640-3100/2148.

Tuesday (March 22)

•  Cape Town Holocaust Centre hosts 
Professor Rolf Wolfswinkel (New 
York University) on “The Case of 
the Holocaust in One Country: The 
Predicament of the Jews of Holland”. 
Venue: Cape Town Holocaust Centre, 88 
Hatfield Street, Gardens. Time: 18:00. 
Entrance free, but donations welcome. 
RSVP: (021) 462-5553 or admin@
holocaust.org.za

Thursday (March 24)

•  Umhlanga Jewish Centre is having a 
“Megillas and Margaritas”, celebrating 
Purim like Mexicans in Umhlanga. Time: 
16:00 till late. At 16:30 reading of the 
Megilla. Venue: 81 Campbell Drive, Izinga 
Ridge, Umhlanga. Dress up theme: “M”. 
Mexican inspired food, cash bar, kids 
activities. Cost: R70/head. Kids under 10 
R30. Booking: E-mail Angie at admin@
umhlangajewishcentre.co.za or call (031) 
566-3227.
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The Union of Orthodox Synagogues 
(UOS) Cape Council invites applications for an 
opportunity in its Kashrut department to fill the 
position of Mashgiach/Factory Inspector which 
will include related administration duties and  
co-ordination of staff. Computer literacy will  
be an advantage. Applicant to have driver’s 

licence and his own vehicle.  
We offer a competitive, market related salary.

Please submit your written CV to  
exec@uoscape.co.za

FACTORY INSPECTOR

WOLMAN, LILY
The unveiling of the tombstone 

in loving memory of 
our dear mother Lily Wolman, 

will take place on 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

at 10:30 am 
at West Park Cemetery, 

Grave No W1070.
Rosanne and Lorraine (Linky)
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News

ANT KATZ

Last Sunday about 550 people - largely 
Evengelical Christians - gathered at the 
Killarney Country Club in Johannesburg for 
the fourth annual Israel Advocacy Confer-
ence of the interfaith group SA Friends of 
Israel (SAFI).

Notable political figures were there too 
(in their religious capacities), from senior 
members of the ANC and most other parties 
and faith groups, to some Hindus even who 
love Israel.

They came 
from four 
continents and 
from all over 
Africa, to learn 
how to advo-
cate for, and 
share their love 
of, Israel.

Jamie 
Mighty, who 
resigned from 
the Wits SRC 
last year in pro-
test over what 
he believed to 
be SRC funds 
being used 
improperly 
to support an 
anti-Israeli 
agenda, was a 
very capable 
MC.

The con-
ference was 
opened by SA 
Zionist Federa-
tion National 
Chairman Ben 
Swartz, who 
founded SAFI 
prior to his 
becoming an 
officebearer 
of the Fed. 
Schwartz 
mentioned that 
SAFI’s first con-
ference had just 
100 delegates.

Back then, Jews were under fire. But a 
very different story played out last week, 
as Israel Apartheid Week on South African 
campuses had been a `dismal failure, said 
Swartz. “On the Wits campus the ‘haters’ are 
on the back foot. They seemed to have been 
asking for forgiveness the whole week!”

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein blessed the 
proceedings, saying that everyone was there 
because they shared the common Talmud 
values of justice, truth and peace. 

Israel’s Ambassador to South Africa 
Arthur Lenk said South Africa was far more 
isolated than Israel, which has security co-
operation treaties with Jordan, Egypt and 
the Palestinian Authority. “We even have 
strategic relations with Saudi Arabia and 
most of the Arab countries. They don’t think 
we are a problem,” he said.

Mark Hyman, co-chairman of SAFI, intro-
duced American pro-Israel campus activist 
Winton Steward, a black Christian who grew 
up in the Deep South. Steward does work on 
American college campuses and shared many 
tactics he employs in his activities across the 
country.

Keynote speaker Ze’ev Ben Sachar from 
Jerusalem University said that Israel has 
endured both persecutors and protectors 
over the ages. He gave delegates some very 
interesting information to work with in their 
advocacy for Israel.

Local speaker Dr Bejani Chauke, who 
works at Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research and acts as a political strategist 
for various ANC bigwigs, posed a simple 
question: “Is our diversity supposed to be an 
advantage or a hindrance?” 

People learn to hate, he said, so they must 
be just as able to learn not to hate. Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders want to make peace 
but others come between them. Some see 
relations between South Africa and Israel as 
a threat to relations with the Palestinians. “I 
disagree,” he said. Another keynote speaker, 
Shahar Azari, executive director of pro-Israel 
group StandWithUs, spoke on “How to stand 
with Israel” and kept the audience spell-
bound with his tactical approaches. 

People say that Israelis only want security 
while Palestinians only want justice, “but 
think about how ridiculous that is”, said 
Azari. “Surely we both want both of these 
things?”

israel advocacy conference 
pulls together passionate 
israel supporters

The Shemba receive 
a gift of lights

Israeli ambassador 
Arthur Lenk, with 

Mark Hyman

General happiness at 
the conference



JACK MILNER

There was a double celebration for Maccabi 
South Africa at the Houghton Golf Club last 
Sunday morning. The first was to commem-
orate an organisation that has been active 
in this country for 80 years. The second 
was to launch a new era - and image - for 
the organisation.

The Maccabi Games in Israel was first 
staged in 1932 and when the second one 
came around in 1935, a group of South 
Africans were determined to participate. 
They had such a positive experience of this 
Jewish gathering that it laid the foundation 
for a move to establish a body to support 
the event and Maccabi South Africa was 
formed in 1936.

With the outbreak of the Sec-
ond World War, the Maccabi 
Games had to be put on 
hold but was resurrect-
ed in 1950 and South 
Africa was there in 
full force. 

Chief Rabbi 
Warren Goldstein 
was the guest of 
honour last Sunday 
and he pointed out a 
number of important 
roles Maccabi South 
Africa had played over 
the years.

“Eighty years is an impor-
tant milestone because according to 
the Gemarrah, the number 80 is a sign of 
strength. Maccabi has served the South 
African community and Israel for 80 years. 

“Secondly the organisation has promoted 
the playing of sport and playing sport is 
a mitzvah. The Torah tells us that being 

healthy is a mitzvah and playing sport 
keeps you healthy. It also promotes the 
value of sport because instead of sitting in 
front of a television set for hours, kids are 
on a field, making contact with friends.

“But Maccabi also stands for Jewish unity 
and to do that for 80 years is a remarkable 
achievement.”

The Maccabi relaunch comprised many 
stalwarts of this lofty organisation includ-
ing George Mendelssohn, Butch Blacher, 
Raymond Hack, Jack Lurie and Mervyn 
Tankelowitz who is the current president. 
But what was most impressive is the num-
ber of young people who are now involved 
in the organisation as volunteers and con-
veners in various sports.

Current chairman, Cliff Garrun has 
always had the idea of bring-

ing Maccabi South Africa 
into the 21st century 

but felt he needed 
somebody to put 

everything into 
practice and he 
found that person 
in Ros Goldin.    

With Goldin in 
the driving seat 

and a committee 
who embraced the 

changes in support, 
a new logo has been 

introduced, the website 
has been upgraded and all 

the digital channels have been 
updated. 

A director of sport has been introduced 
and filling that role is Alain Nathan.  

“Our main focus is to find ways of ‘de-
couching’ our youth,” explained Garrun. 
“We are also focused on recognising and 

nurturing talent.
“Of course, the Maccabiah is an impor-

tant part of our organisation and squads 
need to be preparing 12 months before the 
event. We are well under way to achieving 
that, even though we have this mountain to 
climb in managing the cost.

“We will try to institutionalise the cost 
process and establish a Maccabi Youth 
Fund. We have a good record in this regard 
and nobody has ever stayed at home be-
cause they couldn’t afford to go.”

Garrun also announced that Les Cohen 
will be the South African Head of Delega-
tion for the 2017 Maccabiah. Cohen, who is 
the current treasurer, has run Maccabi SA 
Golf for quite a few years now and whatever 
may have been happening in the organisa-

tion, the unflappable Cohen had the golf 
events running like clockwork.    

“I am confident Les will do an outstand-
ing job of leading Team Maccabi SA at the 
Games,’’ commented Garrun.

Maccabi SA also launched an “Ambas-
sador Programme” in which some of the 
country’s most talented Jewish sportsmen 
and women represent the Maccabi SA brand 
“in order to really connect with, mentor, 
and motivate our audience”. 

The ambassadors are: Adam Bacher 
(cricket), Dr Ali Bacher (cricket), Dr Shane 
Dorfman (karate), Dean Furman (football), 
Jonathan Kaplan (rugby), Richard Kaplan 
(golf), Lance Metz (mountaineering), 
Shireen Sapiro (swimming) and Mandy 
Yachad (cricket and hockey).

New look as Maccabi SA celebrates its 80th birthday

SuperSport United and Bafana Bafana soccer player Dean Furman has been named an 
ambassador for Maccabi South Africa, along with swimmer Shireen Sapiro, who was 
represented at Sunday’s function by her sister, Joanne Joffe. 
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JACK MILNER

Even at school level (and also at post-school level) muddy conditions and driving rain 
hold no terror for rugby players. 

Earlier this month King David Linksfield hosted the annual Old Boys versus New Boys 
Open on their main rugby field. 

It rained from the first whistle and the conditions were certainly not conducive to 
scoring tries. Neither side benefited from the adverse conditions, but the sides agreed to 
fight it out to the end unless lightning intervened. In the end it was the New Boys who 
eked out a gutsy 10 - 5 victory thanks to tries from Ryan Horowitz and Aaron Kretzmer. 

The Old Boys were only able to cross the try-line on one occasion, but neither side was 
able to do anything with the conversion kicks, courtesy of a very slippery ball.  

Despite the conditions, the stand was packed with supporters and the match was 
played in a good, yet competitive spirit.

At the end of the match everybody stood in a circle to perform a unifying war cry - 
Beyachad!

New Boys beat Old Boys in the wet

The Old Boys pass the ball during 
their annual rugby match against the 

New Boys at King David Linksfield. 
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Think again.

Torah learning is best shared one-on-one. 

It’s been passed from teacher to student over the last 3 000 years. 
And at Sinai X, it continues, but with a hi-tech twist! You’ll receive 
a pair of state-of-the-art noise cancelling wireless headphones, 
with three different channels. 

Before each live speaker takes to the stage, you’ll get the chance to 
tune in to a pre-recorded one-on-one with past Sinai Indaba greats —  
Lori Palatnik, Rabbi Shais Taub, Rabbi Dr Akiva Tatz, David Sacks, 
Rabbi Paysach Krohn, Dr David Pelcovitz, Rabbi David Aaron, Rivkah 
Slonim and Rabbi Abraham Cooper — all in your ear.

Be brave. Book now sinai-indaba.co.za
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