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Keeping kosher in the UK, 
Canada and Australia 

Jewish Report puts 3 major cities 
with large Jewish populations 
under the spotlight to see what 
kosher products are available 
there - and at what price. 

Street artist Meiri gives joy 
to Pretoria walls

Meiri’s artworks have been 
bringing cheer and laughter to 
passersby around the world.  

� e US and Iran: What 
happens once a deal is in 
place 

A nuclear deal between Iran and 
the major powers could unleash 
far-reaching changes in the 
region. Much depends on what the 
fi nal deal will look like. 

Sir Nicholas Winton, 
rescuer of WWII Jewish 
children, passes on

Sir Nicholas Winton, the British 
stockbroker who saved the lives 
of more than 600 Jewish children 
from the Nazis, has died at the 
age of 106. 

Happy 80th birthday, 
community stalwart Herby 
Rosenberg

A veritable feast of family, friends, 
felicitations and fi ne food - fi tting 
tribute to a gentleman and scholar.  

chic and refined

011 731 0300  |  www.firzt.co.za

Joan Richter 082 552 7323
joanrichter@firzt.co.za

Limor Zino 082 888 7561 
limor@firzt.co.za

ONLY 12 EXCLUSIVE CLUSTERS ON ±1000m2 STANDS 
INDIVIDUALLY DESIgNED

YOUR pERSONAL INVITATION TO A pRESTIgIOUS AND MOST SECURE 
CLUSTER DEVELOpMENT LAUNCH IN MORNINgSIDE

19 Brian is the epitome of elegant and sophisticated cluster living, located in the heart 
of Morningside, designed to maximise light and space, featuring contemporary finishes 
designed to reflect your personal style.

Artist Impression

LAUNCHING

Sunday 12 July from 12-5pm

Directions from Rivonia Road into Centre Road, left into Middle Road past boom gate,  
right into Gail Road, right into Pillemer Road at T-Junction left into Brian Road.

www.sajr.co.za
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Jewish Reportsouth africanWho are 
the Jewish 
Report’s board 
members? 
Read all about 
them on page 
8 & 9.

Famous Israeli street artist Rami Meiri is pictured with his wife Rachel in front of a wall of an orphanage on the corner of Nelson Mandela Drive and Stanza 
Bopape Street in Pretoria, with second year students from the Tshwane University of Technology and some sta�  members of City Property. Meiri, who also 
painted another wall in Pretoria (see page 3), conducted a workshop with his young university charges this week. Meiri was brought to South Africa as a joint 
collaboration between the Israeli Embassy and the Wapnick family through their company, City Property. “I’m an urban artist. My language is visual. I have 
been giving gifts to cities through murals for 35 years,” the erudite Meiri said. He has plied his art as far a� eld as China. He will also grace some walls in Cape 
Town with his quirky designs and characters. 
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Famous Israeli street artist Rami Meiri is pictured with his wife Rachel in front of a wall of an orphanage on the corner of Nelson Mandela Drive and Stanza 

Meiri’s mischievous murals 
light up drab city walls

Limmud presents its tenth ex-

traordinary programme of Jew-

ish learning and culture this 

year, with up to eight concurrent ses-

sions an hour. 
There are 26 international experts 

across the three conferences, in ad-

dition to over 100 local presenters.

 They will discuss a wide range of 

Jewish subjects including Israel, To-

rah, the arts, human rights, current 

affairs, history etc. 

This unparalleled Jewish experi-

ence includes kosher catering and 

residential or come-for-the-day ex-

periences in Johannesburg,  Cape 

Town and Durban.

Where else can you hear:

• A firsthand account of Jewish 

life in Lithuania before the Shoah; 

• The man Newsweek calls the 

most influential rabbi in America;

• Why Jews have won so many No-

bel prizes;
• A New York-based performer 

whom Lady Gaga loves;

• Find out about Jewish Pirates of 

the Caribbean?
Limmud has a dedicated following 

for whom the event is the highlight 

of SA’s Jewish calendar.

Limmud always runs out of space 

so book as soon as you can. For 

more information or to register go to 

www.limmud.org.za 

Meet Benji Lovitt: The man who puts the 

funny into the Middle East

Benji Lovitt’s observations on Israeli society, 

combined with his lifelong involvement in 

Jewish education, create a hilarious narrative 

that has brought smiles to faces all over the 

world. 
His perspectives on life in Israel have been 

featured on Israeli television and radio and in 

publications such as USA Today, Time Maga-

zine, Huffington Post, the Times of Israel and 

more. His humorous discourse breaks down 

the differences between Jews in Israel and 

abroad. 
Benji’s keen insights shed new, exhilarating 

light on both the challenges and marvels of 

life in Israel.
His annual Yom Ha’atzmaut list of things 

he loves about Israel has developed a huge 

following and we have no doubt that he will 

have a huge following in Africa after Limmud 

SA 2016.

limmud 
conference 
2016 guide

the world is coming to

limmud
Jewish 
learning 
without 
limits

Photograph: Ben Gurr

Jewish Reportsouth african

Book now at www.limmud.org.za

it’s our 

10th
birthday!

israel: what war zone?

WHErE, WHAT, WHEn And WHo To conTAcT

Limmud Johannesburg

indaba hoteL Fourways

Fri 26 - sun 28 august 2016

Full weekend including two nights at Indaba 

Hotel, all meals and child-care. Special rates for 

families, young adults and children.

sunday only 8.00am to 5.00pm including meals 

and child-care.
Call 083 577 2337

Limmud Cape town
protea hoteL steLLenbosCh

Fri 19 - sun 21 august 2016

Full weekend including two nights at Protea 

Hotel, all meals and child-care. Special rates for 

families, young adults, students and children.

sunday only 8.00am to 5.00pm including meals 

and child-care.

Call 083 415 9688

Limmud durban
the durban Jewish CLub 

mon 22-tues 23 august 2016

Evening events from 4.00pm to 10.00pm

• Full ticket (Two nights).

•  Half ticket (One night)

Call 084 446 6362

emaiL: conference@limmud.org.za                         register at: www.limmud.org.za



just some of the great highlights of  limmud 2016

a  jam-packed feast of Jewish  learning, culture and fun

Yes, you can bring the kids too
Limmud South Africa prides itself on host-
ing conferences around the country with 
a diverse and eclectic range of topics and 
presenters. 

Yet it is not only adults who can enjoy all 
that that is on offer; Limmud Youth and 
Young Limmud programmes have been 
specially created to cater for our younger 
participants. 

 For the youngest Limmudniks – babies 
and toddlers – we have a supervised crèche 
facility, as well as the option of evening 
babysitting.

 For primary school-age children there is a 

full programme of activities on offer as part 
of Young Limmud. Sessions cover a broad 
range of interests, including arts and crafts, 
interactive games, sports, drama and mu-
sic.

For young adults we have a unique and 
stimulating Limmud Youth programme 
to supplement the main session choices 
– which will allow participants to engage 
more deeply on issues that affect the youth 
today.

 These programmes are all planned and 
run by our fantastic volunteers, each of 
whom has had experience in youth move-

ments, education or childcare. Leaders with 
a combination of expertise guarantee that 
participants of our programmes are not 
only safe and cared for, but also exposed to 
fun, structured learning opportunities, en-
suring that Limmud is truly an experience 
for the whole family.

 We are now also able to offer great dis-
counts to first time families who come for 
the weekend, so that the entire family can 
experience the best in Jewish learning and 
culture. Please contact Limmud for more 
information.

Visit: www.limmud.org.za

pauL root woLpe 
united states
Ethicist, futurist, scientist

Paul Root Wolpe is NASA’s Senior 
Bioethicist and past winner of the 
World Technology Network Awards in 
Ethics. He is a futurist fascinated with 
the religious and ethical impact of 
technology on the human condition.

 Root Wolpe is the Candler Profes-
sor of Bioethics, Schinazi Professor of 
Jewish Bioethics and Director of the 
Centre for Ethics at Emory University 

in Atlanta. He is Editor-in-Chief of 
the American Journal of Bioethics 
Neuroscience.

His TedTalk - It’s time to question 
bio-engineering - has been viewed 
over one million times.

Paul’s sessions include Franken-
stein and the Golem, If I Am Only My 
Genes, What Am I? Jewish Identity 
And The Genetic Self, How Can  
Judaism Help Us Solve Modern Eth-
ical Dilemmas and The Dilemma Of 
Saul: Ending Suffering By Ending Life.

     science fiction? we’re living it
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      talmudic trailBlazer
giLa Fine, israel 
Talmud scholar and educator

 
Gila Fine is an innovative educator 
with modern and insightful views on 
the Talmudic narrative, which she 
has taught at Hebrew University, 
Tel Aviv University, Pardes, and the 
Shalom Hartman Institute. Gila has 
been described as the next Aviva 
Gottlieb Zorenberg.

 Besides, teaching Talmud, she is 
the ghostwriter behind several well-
known books and is the editor of 

Maggid Books in Jerusalem. She is 
the former editor of the quarterly 
journal Azure: Ideas for the Jewish 
nation.

 Go in-depth with Gila in a three-
part series on Talmudic heroines:

The Shrew (Yalta), the Femme 
Fatale (Homa), and the Madonna 
(Heruta).

 
 

max priCe
Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Cape Town. 
Quo Vadis-What is the Future for SA 
Institutions of Higher Learning?

wendy Kahn
National Director South 
African Jewish Board of 
Deputies
Fifty Shades of Anti-Semitism-Varying 
Degrees of Hate

hussein soLomon
Author of “Terrorism and 
Counter-Terrorism in Africa”, 
and “Islamic State and the 
Coming Global Confrontation”
Towards Armageddon: The Role of 
Religion in Islamic State

denis goLdberg
Rivonia trialist and social 
justice campaigner
Chronicling a Life: Fighting for 
Freedom

Lara LipsChitz
Star of the theatrical hit Bad 
Jews
Actor, dancer, singer and writer

tito mboweni
Former Governor of the South 
African Reserve Bank 
Presenting on a panel: State of the 
Nation

riChard popLaK
Author and Daily Maverick 
Columnist
Defining Africa: A Continent in Flux

miriam Cohen
Archetypal therapist
Reimagining relationship myths. 
Leaning In: how to sustain conscious 
intimate relationships

the local 
speakers 
You must 
not miss 

some key principles
FamiLy disCounts: Limmud SA is an intergenerational 
learning experience! If you would like to attend the Limmud con-
ference for the weekend with your family, you could qualify for a 
discount of up to 40%.
To apply, please contact us at conference@limmud.org.za

Kosher Food: There’s delicious food and snacks, constant-
ly available, thanks to the fully kosher catering of Gary Friedman in 
Johannesburg, Goldies in Cape Town and Sharon Levitan in Durban.

VoLunteers: Limmud is organised almost entirely by teams 
of volunteers. We believe there is space for everyone to contribute 
in their own unique way. We would be delighted if you would vol-
unteer to help.



SENDERWOOD
Luxurious double-storey home  

in secure gated area! 
Offers from R7 500 000 • Ref 13972

Hilton Steinfeld 082 455 8630 

Walk to  

Linksfield Shul

NORWOOD
Exclusivity at it’s Best...   

Space, Security and Convenience! 
R3 399 000 • Ref 18484

Gary Jerrard 076 033 0440

Walk to  

Chabad Norwood

MORNINGSIDE
Large 3 bedroom townhouse. 

R3 699 000 • Ref 18464

Massimo Roncara 082 560 0400  
Sebastian Caldow 071 223 6564

Walk to  

Sandton Shul

ON SHOW SUN 2-5PM ON SHOW SUN 2-5PM

ORANGE GROVE
Priced to Sell - Lovely 3 bedroom 

home situated in quiet area!  
R1 650 000 • Ref 17929

Sean Kramer 083 263 7164

Walk to  

Linksfield Shul

SYDENHAM
Solid 4 bedroom family home with 

income producing  cottage!
R1 995 000 • Ref 18532

Vivienne Levin  082 886 2842 

Walk to  

Various Shuls

ON SHOW SUN 2-5PM

WALK TO SHUL WITH YOUR RABBI...

Voting for our futures

Jewish Reportsouth african

South Africans around the country lined up on Wednesday to cast their vote in the 2016 municipal elections. A total of 26.3 million citizens 
were registered to vote, according to the Independent Electoral Commission and people were queuing from 7 am. Pictured here is Jonathan 
Golovey and his daughter Jade, who accompanied her father to cast his ballot at Summerwood Primary School in Johannesburg.

www.sajr.co.za
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MIDWAYS MALL 
280 Corlett Drive, Bramley Gardens

Tel: 011 887 5456 / 011 440 9571
Open: Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm / Saturday 8am - 1pm / Sunday 10am - 1pm

www.idealfurn.co.za  

Nathan, Tony & Len
previously of HNT FURNITURE
are back and better than ever!

August 5 2016 / 1 Av 5776
Volume 20 – Number 29
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Inheritance revisited

Jewish ReportSouth African
Editor Vanessa Valkin - vanessa@sajewishreport.co.za • Sub-editor Paul Maree • Ed co-ordinator Sharon Greenblatt - sharon@sajewishreport.co.za • Senior Writer Suzanne Belling 
Design and layout Bryan Maron/Design Bandits – bryan@designbandits.co.za • Website Anthony Katz 
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There is something deeply spiritual about the 
inheritance that comes down to us from our 
parents or that we bequeath to our children.

The laws of inheritance were taught to 
Moshe in response to the bnos (daughters of) 
Tzelofchad’s request concerning their share 
in their father’s inheritance in the Holy Land, 
which means that the halachot, rules and 
regulations of inheritance we apply today, 
are those derived from the method used to 

partition the land.  
Everything has a Divine source and 

inheritance is no exception.
If the above is true, then it goes without 

saying that it would be out of the question 
to gamble or fritter our inheritance away on 
useless extravagance. Our inheritance should 
be treated with deep respect and appreciation.

It is, for example, forbidden to divert or 
disinherit a child as this causes anger in 
heaven. Inheritance has to find its way to the 
children.

Inheritance can also travel backwards. In 
the absence of heirs, the yerusha (inheritance) 
returns to the previous generations, all the 
way back, sometimes even to Adam Harishon 
the first proprietor.

We can now return to our parsha. The Bnos 
Tzelofchad were given full permission to 
marry whomsoever they pleased, but they 
decided to marry only into their own tribe. In 
doing so, they revealed that they understood 
that the prime objective of inheritance is the 
perpetuation of name and legacy.  

The Torah also perpetuates the journeys 
of the Children of Israel, all their journeys 
including ours today. The travels of the 
Jewish people in the desert was a triumph 
over the desert. The travels of the Jewish 
people ever since, will also prove to have 
been a triumph over all empty ideologies of 
the world.  

Thus, the sefer Bamidbar ends with a 
joyous recapitulation of all Jewish journeys, 

for they were all enormously precious.  Our 
response is a resounding chazak chazak 
venitchazeik.

Shabbat Times

Parshat Matot-Masei

Reverend Joseph Matzner
Unaffiliated

Parshat Matot-Masei
August 5 / 1 Av
August 6 /2 Av

Starts Ends
17:26 18:16 Johannesburg 
17:52 18:45 Cape Town
17:08 18:00 Durban
17:29 18:20 Bloemfontein
17:23 18:17 Port Elizabeth
17:16 18:09 East London

‘Kol isha’: Wendy Kahn misquoted in article
“The SA Jewish Report apologises to the National Director of the SAJBD Wendy Kahn for misquoting her in “Kol isha dispute settled out of court”. In response to the journalist’s question as to whether the settlement 
would be binding throughout the country, she said that “all regions of the SAJBD are committed to working towards finding solutions to address this important issue”.  

The inference made by the misquote in the article was that it had been made mandatory for all SAJBD regions to adopt the solution arrived at by the Cape Board, which is not true. With regard to “kol isha”, there 
had been a sincere commitment to the values of community consultation and conciliation, and it had been able to resolve the dispute in a spirit of openness, dialogue and inclusion of all views.  

“This same spirit of goodwill shown in Cape Town will continue throughout other regions of the country, with each SAJBD region working with its constituents to find a constructive solution for the ceremony.”

AnT KATz

The top social event on the annual 
South African Jewish calendar is 
without doubt the Absa Jew-
ish Achiever and Jewish Report 
awards gala banquet - and it is 
just a few weeks away, on Sunday 
August 28. 
What’s more, this year’s black-
tie fundraiser promises to be the 
best ever - and that’s saying a lot 
as anyone who has attended the 
event before can vouch for.

Nominations for the 2016 Jew-
ish Achiever Awards have closed 
and winners have been chosen. 
Their names are locked away and 
will only be revealed on the night.

There are still a limited num-
ber of individual seats and tables 
available - but, as in previous 
years, it is bound to be a sell-out 
affair as space at the prestigious 
VodaWorld venue is limited. 

To avoid disappointment, make 
sure you book soon! Email RSVP@
sajewishreport.co.za and book 
your seats or tables. 

Last month Absa signed another 
big, multi-year sponsorship con-
tract - much of it for the network-
ing and entertainment value they 
and their clients derive from the 
event. 

Read what some of last year’s 
attendees had to say to Suzanne 
Belling about the event:

BARBARA LEVY, whose late 

husband Ivan was in the forefront 
of leadership in the SAJBD and 
other communal organisations, 
said the Achievers had recon-
nected her with the community. 
“The event is too wonderful. It 
brings people together, recognises 
business and other achievement 
and, especially with young entre-
preneurship, encourages people to 
stay in South Africa, realising the 
country still has a lot to offer.”

GRAHAM KLUK, husband of 
the President of the South African 

Jewish Board of Deputies, Mary 
Kluk, felt the Achievers banquet 
provides an opportunity for 
people to get together once a year 
and celebrate the triumphs and 
activities of the Jewish commu-
nity. “I have been twice before and 
am very impressed - it’s fantastic,” 
he said.

STACEY SWARTzBERG, who 
was part of the Discovery ta-
ble, stressed the importance of 
bringing the Jewish community 
together in a social setting. “The 

Jews of South Africa make a vast 
contribution to the GDP of the 
country. It is fantastic that they 
always give back huge amounts to 
both the Jewish and general com-
munities,” she said.

STEVEn DAVE is “proudly 
South African” and even wore 
a bowtie in the colours of the 
national flag to identify with this 
feeling. He said SA has provided 
its Jewish citizens with the op-
portunity to achieve. “Of course, 
we have a little bit of tsoris, but 

let’s not even go there! It is always 
good to recognise and acknowl-
edge the success of entrepreneurs 
and go-getters,” he stressed.

JOnATHAn COOPER said 
an evening such as the Jewish 
Achiever Awards sends out a mes-
sage to the “detractors of Jews 
that in this show of unity, we are 
part of progress and achievement 
- an important part of society and 
business. The vibe is amazing and 
this event is unique - something 
we can claim as our own.”

SASHA STAR - ChaiFM news-
reader, who covers worldwide 
events on radio, including report-
ing on the Oscars in Hollywood, 
said that for her, the event is 
“basically the Jewish Oscars”.

AnTOnY SEEFF described the 
gala dinner as “incredible” and “an 
event the community should be 
proud of”. He said celebrating suc-
cess is encouraging. “I am proud to 
be part of this as it is important 
to get a dose of positivity in this 
day and age.”

VICKI KUPER, a veteran com-
munal worker for the Jewish NGO 
ORT, said the composition of her 
table was a microcosm of people 
in South Africa and was an exam-
ple of ubuntu. “I now understand 
what ubuntu means and also why 
Jews and Afrikaners get on so well 
together, according to a remark 
that was passed at our table.” The 
event is underrated, she believes. 

Time running out to book a seat for social event of the year
Absa Achiever Awards 2016

The scene at last year’s Achiever banquet.
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Glenhazel – Inviting buyers from R3.699 Million

Udwins Close.  Exquisite family home in secure closed off crescent,  bonus fully 
self contained cottage.  An excellent blend of olde worlde charm and modern 
finishes,  exquisite gourmet open plan kitchen onto baronial dining room,  lounge 
with stacked doors onto entertainer’s patio, tropical garden with pool. An 
absolute kiddies haven, 4 luxurious beds, 2 stunning baths (mes), SQ,  double 
garaging,  lots of off street parking.  Asking  more.  Web Ref:104921

INVEST IN PROPERTY IN ISRAEL FROM R5 MILLION 

Contact Herschel Jawitz in strict confidence: rschel@jawitz.co.za082 571 1829  |  he

Morningside – R13.9 Million

House. Living well is an art, frame each day beautifully. 
Designed by a renowned architect, it is situated in a secure cul-de-sac 
in the heart of Morningside. The stunning open-plan living areas have 
floor to ceiling glass. The signature use of colours, the sparkling pool 
and the large garden are aesthetically appealing. This exceptional home 
is for those who choose the finer things in life, with a lifestyle as 
individual as you are.  Walk to Shul.  Web Ref: 106854    

Oaklands – R4.695 Million

Calling renovators & refurbishers. A solid family home, ideally 
located at the top end of Oaklands, in need of your TLC, flare & 
imagination. Offering 3 receptions, compact kitchen, study, 4 bedrooms 
(mes), 3 bathrooms, pool, cottage, staff, laundry room, double garage, off 
street parking & good security. Priced to sell in this sought after suburb. 
Web Ref: 106758 

Chrissie Hammer 082 568 0440 | 011 880 3550Norma Robinson 082 554 7260 | 011 656 0888 Joel Harris 082 926 0287 | Marco 082 048 2644Joel Harris 082 926 0287 | Marco 082 048 2644

Directions: Along Ridge into Leigh into UdwinsDirections: From Pretoria or African, into Victoria Street. 

  ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY

Glenhazel  – R2.199 Million 

A one in a million opportunity. Exciting release. 3/4 Bedroom 
townhouse plus study, 2 modern bathrooms (mes), modern eat in 
kitchen plus breakfast room, private pool and garden, staff 
accommodation,  2 secure parkings.  Web Ref:106898

Directions: Northfield into Kingswood and Mansion into Cross Road

  ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY   ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY
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What was supposed to be a bail hearing for the 
alleged Thulsie “Terror Twins” - Brandon-Lee 
and Tony-Lee (23) -  has not materialised over 
the past 10 days because the brothers’ defence 
team launched its own application in the Johan-
nesburg Magistrates Court to have their arrests 
and subsequent detentions declared unlawful.

The pair were among five people arrested 
last month and charged under the “terrorism” 
act for, among other things, “planning to cause 
explosions at a Mission of the USA and Jewish 
institutions” and that “such conspiracy and in-
citement was intended to spread feelings of fear 
and terror … in particular to the US and Jewish 
sector” of the community at large. The “accused 
had committed themselves” to ISIS, according 
to the provisional charge sheet which can be 
read on the Jewish Report website. 

The nub of their defence is that the pair were 
arrested without an arrest warrant.

The arresting officer, Warrant Officer Wynand 
Olivier, in the Johannesburg Magistrates’ 
Court on Tuesday testified that while it was 
correct that the police had set out to search the 
Thulsies’ homes with a search warrant, “it was 
evidence found at their homes that prompted 
their arrest”.

The Hawks, the police’s elite priority crime 
unit has “strong evidence” linking the two to 
ISIS. South Africa had been tipped off about the 
twins by “foreign intelligence agencies”.

A fifth suspect was arrested along with the 
Thulsies and the Patel siblings of Azaadville.

Magistrate Pieter du Plessis says he will base 
his decision on the legality of the arrest on the 
credibility of the evidence presented by the State.

Originally listed as “Jewish institutions”, the 
targets have been relabelled by the National 
Prosecuting Authority as “Jewish cultural sites”.

According to the provisional charge sheet the 
Thulsies were arrested at their Newclare homes 
on July 8.

The Hawks two days later stated that the 
twins, together with the Patel siblings - Ibrahim 
(20) and Fatima (24) - had been stopped trying 
to travel to Syria to join ISIS.

The Patels were arrested for firearm contra-
ventions only and managed to get bail quickly.

After their attempt had been thwarted, the 
Thulsies allegedly began planning to build 
bombs and attack a “US diplomatic mission and 
Jewish institutions” in South Africa.

It transpired that the Hawks had only had 
a search warrant and that they found a list of 
intended targets and some sort of partially as-
sembled bomb-related device - but no explo-
sives. But it seems other state security agencies 
have got their hands on some of the evidence as 
neither the Hawks nor the NPA admit to having 

them in their possession.
Late last week, the Thulsies’ defence attorney 

Annelene van den Heever had asked the court to 
declare the arrest of the twins “unlawful”, as the 
police had only arrived with a search warrant.

Magistrate Du Plessis ordered prosecutors 
to provide prima facie evidence to show that 
the arrests were, in fact, legal. Normally, under 
a schedule six offence such as terrorism, it is 
extremely unlikely that bail will be granted. If, 
however, NPA prosecutors are unable to show 
that the police found sufficient evidence to ar-
rest the twins on a schedule six offence, things 
may start falling apart for them.

A source inside the investigation team told 
Jewish Report that the prosecutors did have 
sufficient evidence. The problem is, according 
to the source, that South Africa’s national intel-
ligence agencies may be forced to compromise 
both this case and other alliances and joint 
operations between this country and foreign 
intelligence agencies should they have to reveal 
their evidence and its origins at this stage.

Van den Heever had the arresting officer in 
the dock when proceedings were ended for the 
day and remanded until Thursday.

The NPA officials will have to determine what 
evidence is enough to counter the defence’s 
assertions.

If prosecutors are able to prove that the 
arrests were, in fact, legitimate, the bail ap-
plication will proceed and the onus will be on 
the twins to show that there are exceptional 
circumstances that justify their release. 

WO Olivier resumed giving evidence on 
Thursday morning. He earlier told the mag-
istrate after Van den Heever’s questions that 
reports by foreign intelligence agencies has been 
corroborated by the evidence obtained on the 
day of the raids. 

He testified that he only applied for a search 
warrant for the brothers’ properties because, at 
the time the investigation was ongoing.

When the information that had been provid-
ed by foreign intelligence agencies was corrobo-
rated by the evidence police found on the day 
of the raids, only then had they contemplated 
arresting the twins.

He says during the raids they obtained the 
required evidence which then provided the 
grounds to arrest the twins. 

The fifth suspect, Ronaldo Smith, gave the 
Hawks a statement after they raided his house, 
implicating the Thulsies. He had apparently 
agreed to turn state witness, but had since 
recanted.

However, NPA spokesman Phindi Louw told 
Jewish Report that there is no provision in 
SA law for a person who agrees to turn state 
witness to either recant his/her evidence nor 
change their status.

Thulsie case: The dilemma of 
highly sensitive evidence
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Members of the Jewish community were an integral part of 
this year’s Sun International CEO SleepOut. 

Among the numerous chief executives who braved the 
chilly Johannesburg winter night on the Nelson Mandela 
Bridge in the Johannesburg CBD last week Thursday were 
Investec’s Stephen Koseff; Blue Label’s Brett and Mark 
Levy; JJ Milner of Global Micro Solutions; and Discovery 
Vitality’s Barry Sundelson. 

Some of the Jewish day schools also participated in the 
SleepOut with learners arriving at their school campuses 
armed with warm clothes and sleeping bags for a night 
outside in an effort to understand the realities of home-
lessness. 

Approximately R30 million was donated and already in 
the bank by the time the event kicked off. The SleepOut is 
expected to bring in R40 million this year over last year’s 

R36 million. 
Despite the various protests at the site by students over 

student accommodation and critics questioning the sincer-
ity of wealthy individuals with expensive equipment sleep-
ing outside, the event is still the most successful fundrais-
ing initiative in South Africa. 

Organisers said that next year’s SleepOut is likely to take 
place on Robben Island.

Jews brave winter cold for a 
very good cause
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The Levy Brothers with Miss South Africa, Ntandoyenkosi Kunene.
CEO of Investec, Stephen Koseff, gets ready to sleep  
the night out on the Nelson Mandela Bridge.

Jayna Goldstuck asleep. 

Dina Diamond, Jewish Report board, 
and Kevin Fine, Jacaranda FM.
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ANT KATZ

The Jerusalem Magistrates’ Court 
was last week Friday presented with 
an indictment against “fugitive” 
Rabbi Eliezer Berland, who is accused 
of several counts of sexual miscon-
duct and assault. 

Berland, leader of his Breslov cha-
sidic community’s Shuvu Banim sect, 
was also indicted for alleged abuse of 
authority. He was remanded in police 
custody for the duration of his trial.

Prosecutor Shmulik Barzilay asked 
Judge Hanna Miriam Lomp to deny 
Berland bail, explaining that Berland 
was considered a serious flight risk. 
“This is someone who conducted a 
three-continent journey, went from 
country to country, and fled the 

United States, Morocco, Zimbabwe, 
South Africa and The Netherlands.”

Barzilay told the judge that Berland 
had fled Holland “despite deposit-
ing €50 000 bail money” (which he 
forfeited). “The rabbi has not just the 
will to flee, but the ability as well,” 
the judge heard. “He has the ability to 
get on planes, get a fake passport, an 
Ivory Coast diplomatic passport (and) 
the ability to get sums of money.” 

Berland was handed over by Inter-
pol agents to Israeli police two weeks 
ago, after having been extradited 
from South Africa. Israeli police have 
questioned the rabbi extensively. 
Then, on the Sunday before last, the 
police put the rabbi (who had spent 
the bulk of his three-year exile in 
South Africa) face-to-face with some 

of his four accusers. 
Some Israeli newspapers reported 

that Rabbi Berland had made a con-
fession on tape, but his defence team 
denied that at last Friday’s hearing.
The charges brought by the Jerusalem 
District Attorney’s Office last week 
Friday against the sickly 79-year-old 
Berland, were that:
•  Berland allegedly kissed and hugged 

a minor against her will during a 
counselling session;

•  The rabbi had grabbed and groped a 
woman seeking spiritual guidance, 
despite her pushing him away. The 
prosecution said Berland “forced 
physical contact” on the woman, and 
even “offered to give her money to 
buy a car, so she could visit him”; 

•  The third count alleges Berland for-
cibly kissed another female follower 
without her consent;

• The fourth count details how the 
rabbi grabbed one of the complain-
ants, forcibly kissed her, groped her 
and tried to disrobe her;
•  The rabbi is also accused of order-

ing two of his followers to assault 
a man who had exposed Berland’s 
actions and threatened to go to the 
authorities. 

The attorney acting for all four 
complainants, Sara Markowitz, asked 
the prosecution to completely conceal 
her clients’ identity after a few of 
them had received threats for coming 
forward. The State Attorney’s office 
granted the request. 

Rabbi Berland was represented 
by attorney Rachel Toren, who told 

reporters last week Friday: “Regard-
less of all the media attention, this 
case boils down to basic charges of 
indecent acts allegedly carried out five 
and nine years ago. We have no doubt 
these charges will be refuted soon.”

Police say that all of the complain-
ants claim that Berland asked them to 
cite the Tikkun HaKlali prayer while 
committing his indecent acts. Berland 
himself has denied all of this.

He fled his Shuvu Banim yeshiva 
in Israel when police sought to 
question him in April 2013 regard-
ing their investigation into his 
alleged misconduct which was 
launched in 2012. Rabbi Berland 
was eventually arrested in Johan-
nesburg earlier this year and extra-
dited to Israel two weeks ago. 

The court extended Berland’s 
arrest until further notice and set 
down his next court appearance for 
August 10. 

Among the text of the indictment 

(or charge sheet in South African 
legal parlance) was a paragraph 
that read: “The defendant kissed 
one of the complainants on the 
cheek and forehead and hugged her. 
While hugging her, he grabbed the 
complainant’s chest over her clothes 
and she felt his body shiver. The 
defendant did this while exploiting 
his status as a community leader 
and his religious authority.”

After several incidents of his fol-
lowers attacking law enforcement 
officials during the course of legal 
proceedings against him, Rabbi 
Berland issued a signed instruction 
telling his followers to refrain from 
harming security forces or anyone 
escorting him during the investiga-
tion into the allegations.

“Anyone who loves the rabbi 
must beware that he does not do 
him harm,” the notice signed by 
Berland says according to Channel 
10 TV.

Berland finally faces sexual charges

 Ultra-Orthodox Jewish men pray during a demonstration in support of Rabbi 
Eliezer Berland, ahead of his arrival at Ben-Gurion Airport on July 19.

Our company, Silverline Innovative 
Appliances, is an Israeli based startup 
which has developed and globally patent 
protected an innovative household 
product with the potential to greatly 
disrupt the current market. We are set to 
launch this product globally (in particular 
the US, Europe & Australia) by the 4th 
quarter of 2016.   

Having successfully acquired a South 
African company as our Seed Investor 
is A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE in our 
venture, and we are now embarking on 
our 2nd fundraiser round. 

Investment Opportunity – Israeli Startup

For more information please visit: www.silverline-ia.com  or 
contact us at info@silverline-ia.com or tel: +972 54 669 3257
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OPINION
Parliament is currently reviewing legislation on hate crimes and a new draft will come before Parliament in September. The SA Jewish Report 
hears from the South African Jewish Board of Deputies about their views and submissions regarding new laws as well as a differing view from 

David Bilchitz, Professor of Fundamental Rights and Constitutional Law at the University of Johannesburg. 

The South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies

South Africa’s much cherished culture of in-
clusivity, equality and non-racialism, launched 
with such pride and optimism in 1994 has been 
coming under serious pressure in recent years. 

The ubiquity of social media racism, com-
bined with the mounting instances of racially-
charged rhetoric in the political arena and 
continuing xenophobic violence against foreign 
migrants, is undermining national unity at a 
time when the country is facing a range of criti-
cal challenges. 

The South African government, in evident 
recognition of the seriousness of the problem, 
has in the course of this year embarked on a 
number of far-reaching initiatives to combat 
racism and related intolerance at every level of 
society. This includes the launch of a “National 
Action Plan to combat Racism, Racial Discrimi-
nation, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance” 
(NAP) and the drafting of new anti-hate crimes 
legislation that will come before Parliament in 
September. 

From the outset, the SAJBD’s position has 

been that while the right to freedom of expres-
sion is indeed a crucial pillar of democracy, this 
right does not extend to what can be regarded 
as “hate speech”, whether based on race, 
religion, ethnicity, nationality or other grounds 
concerning a person’s intrinsic identity. 

To this end the SAJBD has over the years 
made significant input into public policy relat-
ing to freedom of expression and its limitations, 
including the post-apartheid Constitution and 
the Promotion of Equality and Prevention of 
Unfair Discrimination Act (PEPUDA). 

As previously reported, the Board has this 
year made submissions on the NAP, the an-
nual Constitutional Review and the Film and 
Publications Amendment Bill. It will do likewise 
with the new hate crimes legislation when the 
time comes. 

The submissions made, while focusing on 
hate speech questions, have further made 
recommendations relating to the broadening 
of tolerance education and strengthening such 
statutory regulatory bodies as the SA Human 
Rights Commission. 

The most far-reaching - and controver-
sial - aspect of the Board’s recommendations 

concerns how prohibited hate speech should be 
defined. Currently, the relevant section in the 
Bill of Rights states that the right to freedom of 
expression does not extend to: (a) propaganda 
for war; (b) incitement of imminent violence; or 
(c) advocacy of hatred that is based on race, eth-
nicity, gender or religion, and that constitutes 
incitement to cause harm.

The Board, largely based on its own experi-
ences in pursuing anti-Semitic hate speech 
cases in various forums, has taken the view that 
the third leg of this definition takes an overly-
narrow approach when it comes to defining 
and identifying proscribed forms of expression, 
since it would appear that “advocacy of hatred” 
on the grounds listed would be proscribed only 
when coupled with “incitement to cause harm”. 
This definition, it was submitted, did not take 
into account the realities of how damaging rac-
ist hate speech was in and of itself, even though 
in most cases, such offensive discourse did not 
involve direct “incitement to cause harm”.  

To illustrate its contention, the Board 
pointed to the now notorious Penny Sparrow 
affair, which concerned a Facebook post liken-
ing black holidaymakers on Durban’s beaches to 

“monkeys”. This comment did 
not incite actual harm against 
the people identified, and as 
such did not fulfil the criteria 
for what constitutes prohib-
ited hate speech. 

However, no-one could 
deny that the comment, in 
view of the enormous hurt 
and anger it caused through-
out the black community, had 
been harmful. Just as signifi-
cantly, it had led directly to a 

flurry of anti-white responses, many of which 
clearly did constitute incitement to cause harm 
(the comment that attracted widespread atten-
tion was that of Gauteng government employee 
Velaphi Khumalo stating that blacks should 
act towards white people “as Hitler did to the 
Jews”, but there were scores of others). 

Some have expressed serious misgivings 
about the SAJBD’s approach, arguing that it 
may become a slippery slope leading to the 
censoring of legitimate viewpoints. In response, 
it is necessary to emphasise that the Board in 
no way advocates laws curtailing freedom of 
debate, nor the right of people to disagree, even 
strenuously, with one another. 

It is acceptable to attack a person’s ideas, but 
not when this takes the form of gratuitous and 
offensive attacks on such a person’s identity, 
whether based on racial, religious, ethnic, 
gender or other grounds listed in PEPUDA and 
elsewhere.

It is true that establishing where the bounda-
ries lie between permitted and prohibited 
forms of expression is not an exact science, but 
that does not render the challenge of attempt-
ing to do so insurmountable.

By addressing each incident on a case-by-case 
basis, and applying basic principles of objectiv-
ity, empathy and common sense, those charged 
with ruling on such questions should be able 
to come up with broadly acceptable guidelines 
for determining what crosses the line and what 
doesn’t. Through this, it will hopefully be possi-
ble to greatly reduce the current levels of racist 
discourse in South African society, which con-
tribute so much to the already unhealthy levels 
of anger, mistrust, resentment and fear that 
permeate it and militate so strongly against 
people working together for the common good.

Walking fine line between permitted and prohibited forms of expression

DAVID BILCHITZ

Jewish tradition is very clear about the harms that can 
come from speech. Indeed, in Proverbs 18:21 it is stated 
that “[d]eath and life are in the power of the tongue; and 
those who love it shall eat its fruit”. 

These words are extremely apposite in light of a number 
of disgraceful racist utterances on social media that has 
ignited anger and stoked the flames of racial division in our 
country. 

In light of several of these incidents, the government has 
proposed stricter regulations and penalties for speech that 
involves hate and prejudice including considering the crimi-
nalisation thereof. The current hate speech clause (section 
16(2)) in the South African Constitution indicates that the 
right to freedom of expression does not include protection 
for the “advocacy of hatred that is based on race, ethnicity, 
gender or religion, and that constitutes incitement to cause 
harm”. 

In a recent submission, the South African Jewish Board 
of Deputies (SAJBD) has put forward a proposal to the Con-
stitutional Review Committee of the National Assembly to 
amend this clause. 

The SAJBD argues that the “incitement to cause harm” 
and “advocacy of hatred” components should be separated: 
this would mean that any speech that advocates hatred 
could potentially be prohibited without the need for it also 
to constitute incitement to cause harm. 

This proposal raises the question as to why have a clause 
relating to hate speech in the Constitution? Clearly all 
constitutional democracies must value free speech highly. 
Yet, the Canadian Supreme Court clearly articulated certain 
strong reasons why it is justifiable to prohibit hate speech 
when it was faced with a case of a school teacher spewing 
vile anti-Semitic stereotypes (Keegstra).

It stated that the reasons for such a clause are two-fold. 
First, hate speech causes an effect in the targeted individu-
als or groups: the judges found that “[i]t is indisputable that 
the emotional damage caused by words may be of grave 
psychological and social consequence”. 

Hate speech thus causes the targets of the hate often to 
feel humiliated and degraded, leading to a sense of insecu-
rity and alienation from the society as well as responses of 

Hate speech: Should 
Constitution be 
amended to ban it?
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deep anger and resentment. 
Secondly, hate speech has an effect on society: even if 

people generally reject these messages on a rational level, 
they often affect people’s attitudes across the society more 
subtly and perniciously. This speech can also attract people 
to the cause of hate and also cause serious discord between 
people in a society exposing fault-lines and sewing division. 
In light of South Africa’s painful history, it is clear that both 
these types of harm are created by hate speech. It also, 
in our context, harms the delicate process of healing and 
reconciliation that still needs to take place. 

This indeed provides strong reasons for the SAJBD’s 
submission. When discussing recent regulations on student 
protests, I initially was also of the view that there was no 
place for advocacy of hatred on university campuses and 
an incitement dimension was not necessary. A colleague of 
mine, however, persuaded me against the wisdom of such 
a position.

She raised the problem that the concept of “advocacy 
of hatred” alone contains an inherent subjectivity. For 
instance, if someone provides a detailed critique or perhaps 
satirical cartoon about Jewish religious doctrines, could 
particularly sensitive religious people not see that as advo-
cating hatred against Jews? 

Moreover, in more fraught political debates such as 
around Israel/Palestine, would someone justifying Israel’s 
response in the 2014 conflict in Gaza be guilty of advocat-
ing hatred against Palestinians? 

Could someone advocating for a boycott of Israel auto-
matically be regarded as advocating hatred against Jews? 
Shouldn’t all these discussions be allowed in a society that 
values free speech? 

The problem is that the boundaries of the concept of 
“advocacy of hatred’ are unclear: if it comes to include eve-
rything some members of a group find distressing, freedom 
of expression will be severely curtailed. 

The ‘incitement to cause harm’ component narrows the 
category of what constitutes hate speech and adds an objec-

tive dimension to the test. Harm has been understood in 
courts to include not only physical harm but also emotional 
and psychological harm. As such, this additional dimension 
can help to ensure a balance is attained between protecting 
free speech and preventing the harms attendant upon hate 
speech. 

There is an additional reason why I do not think the 
SAJBD’s submission is desirable. The fundamental rights 
sections of the Constitution represent a broad societal 
agreement on central values which was reached after hard-
fought negotiations across the political divides of South 
Africa in the 1990s. Generally we should leave the South 
African Bill of Rights alone without amending it as opening 
up the Bill of Rights for amendment is a risky enterprise. 
The reasons are clear: at a particularly fragile time, doing so 
may open up fault-lines in society and affect the still shaky 
foundations of the détente reached in the constitutional 
negotiation process.  

It is also important to recognise the limits of law-making 
in this sphere. Law can make an important statement 
about the unacceptability of hate speech and, already, sig-
nificant provisions exist in equality legislation for remedies 
in this regard. 

At the same time, there is an overemphasis in South 
Africa on legal solutions without engaging with wider social 
strategies. The recent launch of an Anti-Racism Network 
of South Africa with over 80 civil society organisations 
is a heartening initiative which seeks to utilise advocacy, 
research and education to help address and eradicate rac-
ism. This wider societal approach is key in addressing other 
forms of prejudice too, such as sexism, xenophobia and 
homophobia. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of all of us 
to make it clear that hate speech and prejudice of any kind 
is socially unacceptable and has no part to play in the South 
Africa of the future.

•   David Bilchitz is Professor of Fundamental Rights and Consti-
tutional Law at the University of Johannesburg 

STAFF REPORTER

Ahead of local government elections, Gauteng Jewry was 
provided with a perspective from a senior member of the 
South African government when Minister of Justice and 
Correctional Services Michael Masutha addressed a gather-
ing of community leaders and members at Beyachad last 
week Wednesday evening. 

The meeting was convened by the SAJBD which has in 
recent years engaged on a regular basis with the Minister 
on matters of community concern. In 2014, the ruling ANC 
instituted a “Suburban Task Team” to engage with various 
minority communities, with Masutha being assigned the 
Jewish community. 

In his address, Masutha reflected on the ongoing preva-
lence of hate speech in the country and what the ANC 

government was doing about it, the need to accelerate the 
process of transformation and the ANC’s unchanged com-
mitment to promoting a society of inclusivity in which the 
contribution of every sector was acknowledged and valued. 

Regarding the racism question, he said that the real root 
of the problem was the enduring problem of institutional-
ised, structural discrimination and the huge social dispari-
ties this was causing. So long as these root causes were 
not addressed, dealing with hate speech incidents would 
amount to little more than a trimming of the branches. 

Subsequent questions from the floor in the main focused 
on issues relating to anti-Semitism, the local terrorist threat 
and the South Africa-Israel relationship. Masutha believed 
that anti-Semitism was not widely prevalent in South 
African society, with relatively few people knowing anything 
about it. 

We need more than ‘trim branches’
THe SAJBD 
engages 
with 
Minister 
Masutha
Photos of 
Minister 
Masutha 
and Wendy 
Kahn and 
Mary Klug.
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ANT KATZ

The Jewish Agency for Israel’s (JAFI) 
chairman Natan Sharansky last week in 
Jerusalem played host to a delegation of 
two African Christian leaders accompa-
nied by SA Friends of Israel’s (SAFI) Reeva 
Forman. The trio had travelled to Israel to 
present Sharansky with an award on behalf 
of millions of Christian supporters of Israel 
across Africa. 

Also present was JAFI’s South African 
shaliach, Aviad Sela, who made all the ar-
rangements.

“Apostle Linda Gobodo told me she 
wanted to take a message of peace from 
South Africa and all African Christians who 
support Israel,” explains Forman about how 
the visit came to be.

Their support for Israel, explained For-
man, was “not only prophetically, but also 
in their appreciation of Israel’s role in 
Africa’s development”. And so Gobodo ap-
proached Forman, who she knows well from 
both Forman’s SAFI and SAZF activities, 
and asked her to whom she recommends 
the plaque be given.

Forman recommended Sharansky in his 
capacity as head of JAFI, the Israeli NGO 
primarily responsible for the immigration 
and absorption of Jews as well as for con-
necting all Jews to Israel and each other. 

Reeva said he was “the only person in Israel 
who represents all Jewish people in the 
world” – across all streams of Judaism and 
across political party lines. 

Gobodo made it clear that she didn’t 
want it to be (a) political (gesture) and she 
wanted it to be as inclusive as possible.

After Gobodo’s approach, Forman 
broached it with shaliach Aviad Sela at the 
Israel Centre, JAFI’s chief representative in 
South Africa, who loved the idea. The Jew-
ish Agency (JA) in South Africa operates in 
Johannesburg and Cape Town as “The Israel 
Centre”.

Sela set up a meeting with his boss, 
Sharansky. And it happened last week.

“It was all Linda’s initiative,” says For-
man, “and she even raised the funds for the 
trip, including the cost for me to accom-
pany them”. 

Apostle Gobodo is founder of the Vuka 
Africa Foundation, and Nigerian Pastor 
Olanipekun, is founder of the Institute for 
Christian Leadership Development.

Gobodo told Sharansky that, as Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu re-
cently said: “Israel is returning to Africa 
and Africa is returning to Israel.” In 2014, 
she told him, Vuka was part of organising 
the largest rally in the world to support 
Israel during the summer conflict with Ha-
mas. It was also the largest pro-Israel rally 
ever to take place in Africa.

“We want you to know that there are mil-
lions of people in Africa who love, support, 
and pray for Israel.”

Olanipekun told the Israelis that his 
organisation believes that “Africa’s future 
depends on our connection to Israel. We 
have a great deal to learn from the Israeli 
people and we believe that we have a great 
deal to offer in return.” 

They said they looked forward “to return-
ing to Israel with dozens of leaders from 

across Africa for the third Africa Leader-
ship Summit in Jerusalem in 2017”, said 
Olanipekun.

JAFI’s international media spokesman 
told Jewish Report that Sharansky “fondly 
recalled meeting with Nelson Mandela in 
1990 and serving as an observer during the 
first democratic elections in South Africa in 
1994”.

That the African spiritual leaders had 
come to Jerusalem with an offering of 
peace was “deeply moving”, said an emo-
tional Sharansky. “We need to pay more 
attention to the inspiring voices coming 

from Africa.” 
The chairman discussed JAFI’s work in 

Africa, including project centres in Gondar, 
Ethiopia and Winneba, Ghana, and told 
his guests that a third will be opening in 
Durban later this year. At the end of the 
meeting, he accepted his guests’ invitation 
to address the third Africa Leadership Sum-
mit next year in Jerusalem. 

 
•  See more on our website: www.sajr.co.za 

including more about the delegates and 
Jewish Report’s in-depth interview with 
Sharansky in 2015.

African Christian leaders 
bring a gift of peace to 
Sharansky in Jerusalem

Natan Sharansky (second from left) is thrilled with the plaque presented to him by Apostle Linda 
Gobodo (next to him) and Pastor Olusegun Olanipekun (left) together with Reeva Forman. 
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Pastor Olusegun (Segun) Olanipekun

Olanipekun is pastor to Pretoria Christian Centre, a congregation which 
he started with his wife Rachael. He is the founder of the Institute for 
Christian Leadership Development (ICLD). 
He was a missionary in Kenya from 1996 to 2002 and since 1999 has 

organised international conferences to address social, political, economic 
and spiritual issues in Africa. He holds an LL B as well as a Bachelor in Education and History and 
was called to the ministry in 1985. 

Olanipekun and his wife have three teenage children, Emmanuel, Joshua and Olive. Olanipekun 
is the author of the book “The Joshua Generation”.

He is also the convener of the Africa Leadership Summit (ALS) in Jerusalem, whose mandate, 
inter alia, is the connection of African cities, sectors and systems to Israel. ALS held its second 
biennial summit in Jerusalem last year. Their third event will take place next year.

The ICLD co-ordinates the Bible House Project in South Africa and is a partner with several 
pro-Israel movements including Africa Stands with Israel. It participated in the march against the 
BDS campaign as well as the Solidarity March organised by the SAZF in Johannesburg during the 
52-day Gaza war. Olanipekun was one of the leaders who addressed this rally. 

He is a frequent speaker at SAZF and SAFI events and addressed the 48th session of the SAZF, 

where he was honoured with an award by Keren Hayesod (the Jewish National Fund).
At the Johannesburg rally in 2014, he advocated for the establishment of the Commonwealth of 

Israel - an association of nations aligned to Israel.
 

Apostle Linda Gobodo

Linda Gobodo founded the His Church Kingdom Ministries in 1997 in 
Sandton and led the church for 10 years. During this time she founded 

the Vuka Africa Foundation to herald the message of “Hope, Healing and 
Restoration of Africa”. The foundation drives this vision through four pillars: 

Prayer Revival; Standing with Israel; Kingdom Trade Missions; and Concerts.
Gobodo was among those who mobilised support for the Israel Solidarity Rally during Operation 

Protective Edge. She also led the launch of Africa Stands with Israel (ASWI), a movement aimed at 
calling the church in Africa to stand with Israel. 

Vuka is presently taking the message of restoration to all provinces in South Africa and also 
encouraging intra-Africa trade. As part of the Africa Leadership Summit in Jerusalem in 2015, 
Vuka hosted a trade dialogue aimed at encouraging business between Africa and Israel.

She is the mother of three children and has seven grandchildren. 
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Their support for Israel, 

explained Forman, was 

“not only prophetically, but 

also in their appreciation 

of Israel’s role in Africa’s 

development”.
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Opinion and Analysis

This column was written just before Wednesday’s local 
elections because of the newspaper’s production deadline, 
so speculating on the results is pointless. However, it is clear 
that this has been the most racially charged election since 
1994, with divisive racist talk coming from top leaders who 
should know better. 

President Jacob Zuma told a Tembisa rally, for example, 
that the Democratic Alliance - a legitimate party with a black 
leader and mainly black candidates which has won support 
through free elections - was the “brainchild” of the white 
oppressors and blacks should unite against the oppressor.

“Where does a black person get the guts to associate with 
the oppressor?” Zuma asked. 

Such statements coming from the country’s head of state 
about the largest opposition party is a sad indication of how 
far our political discourse has strayed from the reconciliatory 
days of Nelson Mandela. 

Has South Africa’s bold nonracial project failed - the 
“rainbow nation”? Pessimists will say it has, that the country 
is exhausted and the ANC will remain in power under Zuma, 
discarding the nonracial idealism it embodied as a liberation 
movement and pursuing power just for the sake of power 
and personal benefit.

The optimists however - there are many, but their voices 
are being drowned out by the pervasive negativity - will say 
the current crisis, the declining of ANC dominance and the 
strengthening of opposition parties, is a positive sign of the 
emergence of a genuine multiparty democracy.

It is a young democracy, only two decades old, and we 
should be celebrating this much-needed restructuring of our 
political landscape, even though the road is rocky and scary 
at times and there are many villains trying to derail it. 

The tensions are part of the political maturing of this 

country - like an awkward adolescent behaving badly trying 
to sort out his identity, who will become more sensible as he 
goes along. 

The sobering thing is that our political discourse today 
is not that much different from one of the world’s most 
mature democracies, the United States, where a dangerous 
buffoon like Donald Trump, whose crude language seems to 
come from the gutter, has become the Republican candidate 
for American president. Hard to believe. 

South African Jews are part of the process of this 
country’s political maturing. Many are as confused as other 
citizens about where it is all going.  

What should the Jewish leadership be telling the 
ordinary community members? In a controversial gesture 
in November 2013, Israeli MK Avigdor Lieberman, then 
chairman of the Knesset’s Foreign Affairs and Defence 
Committee, told South African Jews that they should get 
out of the country before it is too late, warning them of a 
looming “pogrom” and accusing Pretoria of being “anti-
Semitic”. 

Newspaper posters on street poles along major 
Johannesburg roads blared out: “Call for Jews to leave SA”. 

His statement was greeted with outrage by the South 
African Jewish leadership. This was our country, we were 
proud of it, and who the hell was he to tell us what to do? 
Jews were embarrassed by the whole incident. 

But Jewish leaders do face a difficult personal dilemma. 
How to encourage the community to believe in the new 
South Africa, to grasp the incredible opportunities here to 
do something special and make a difference. Are they also 
saying this to their own children, however? What do they 
say when their loved ones who have emigrated call them 
from Canada, the UK, Australia and other places and ask 
how things are going in South Africa? Do they say: “Come 
back and help us build the country”?

Being South African is not for sissies, but it is a worthy 
challenge.

•  Read Geoff Sifrin’s regular columns on his blog 
sifrintakingissue.wordpress.com

South Africa is like a bolshie, 
immature adolescent

TAKING ISSUE

Geoff Sifrin

Community Columns

Last week, the SAJBD Cape Council 
reached an agreement with those 
parties who had instituted legal 
proceedings against it based on the 
absence of women solo singers at 
Yom Hashoah ceremonies. 

As per the agreement, future Cape 
Town ceremonies will be divided 
into two parts, with an initial 
cultural-educational component 
including women singing, being 
followed by the traditional Yom 
Hashoah format. 

Through this agreement, Yom Hashoah will be observed 
in Cape Town without any sector of the community feeling 
offended or excluded. Following the agreement, the 
litigants have withdrawn their court application.

In welcoming the settlement, our National President 
Mary Kluk commented that she was “proud of the fact 
that while the SA Jewish community is diverse and 
heterogeneous, we are still able to frankly discuss and 
debate issues that are emotive and potentially disruptive to 
our community within. 

“Our community is close-knit and unique, and it should 
never be in the hands of courts to decide our internal 
conflicts.”

I fully endorse this view. This was always a matter that 
should in the first instance have been resolved through 
dialogue, consultation and compromise between the 
various stakeholders in the community. 

That the courts were brought into it is extremely 
regrettable, as was the fact that the matter was quite 
unnecessarily played out in the media. Predictably, our 
community was not depicted in a positive light, with the 
emphasis being placed on the dispute itself rather than on 
the complexities of the situation and the sincere efforts 

being made to resolve it.     
Throughout the process, the overriding aim of our 

Cape Council was to maintain Shalom Bayit and work 
for a solution that was in the best interests of the Cape 
community as a whole. I commend all those who played 
their part, in particular Cape Chairman Eric Marx, in seeing 
this complex, often painful matter through to a satisfactory 
conclusion.

Gauteng conference
As previously reported, the Board’s Gauteng Council 
has introduced a special award in recognition of Jewish 
community members who have made significant 
contributions to social upliftment in the wider society. 
Fittingly the award which will be presented biennially at the 
Gauteng Council conference, is named after the late Bertie 
Lubner, someone who - through the founding of Afrika 
Tikkun among many other initiatives - was truly a living 
legend in this area. 

At our last Gauteng Council meeting, it was confirmed 
that the first recipient of the award would be Reeva 
Forman. The choice was a popular and unanimous one. 

Over many years, Reeva has been at the forefront of 
transforming Temple Israel in Hillbrow into a centre that 
in addition to fulfilling its role as a place of worship, acts 
as a place of outreach to the previously disadvantaged 
communities throughout the Hillbrow area. 

This is in addition to the outstanding work she has done 
and continues to do as a long-serving member of both the 
SAJBD and the SA Zionist Federation. 

I warmly congratulate Reeva on this well-deserved 
recognition of everything she has achieved not only for 
our community but for the wider South African society in 
general.     
•  Listen to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish Board Talk, 101.9 

ChaiFM every Friday 12:00 - 13:00

Above Board
Jeff Katz
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I have been an alien. I have lived in both Cape 
Town and Johannesburg and in each place it 
was as if I came from a different planet.

When I first came to settle in Johannesburg 
I had to learn a whole new way of life. I learnt 
that Shabbat doesn’t end after dinner on Friday 
night and that many of the practising Jews 
preferred synagogue attendance on Saturday 
mornings.

I learnt that keeping kosher did not just 
mean kosher meat and separating meat and 
milk. I learnt to examine everything for Beth 
Din stamps.

In Johannesburg I started attending 
“unveilings” instead of “consecrations”. And, 
at unveilings and funerals it was not okay to 
wear sleeveless dresses and spaghetti straps, or 
pants and definitely not jeans. 

It is not in order to dress without modesty at 
funerals in Cape Town, but most people seem 
not to heed the instructions and up north, 
they tend to take tzniut more seriously. At 
Pinelands cemetery, I have even witnessed men 
wearing shorts - long shorts maybe, but shorts 
nonetheless.

When I went back to live in Cape Town in 
the earlier part of this millennium, I pointed 
this out to the odd people, who responded by 
thinking I was very odd… 

They told me in no uncertain terms that 
at West Park it was not unknown for Jews to 
attend funerals and unveilings in their bowling 
outfits. Somehow, that didn’t seem to bug me 
as much, as bowling whites are usually skirts 
for women and long pants for men - and hats.

I was also shown proudly open boots of cars, 
where women kept a skirt in case they had to 
attend a funeral. I took to keeping an extra one-
size-fits-all skirt with an elastic waist in the 

boot of my car in case somebody needed a loan. 
Even before I was welcomed into the 

Gauteng observant sect, I had always been 
told to cover my head at a funeral, to stand 
apart from the men at prayers and not to wear 
revealing or sleeveless dresses to shul.

But, conforming in Johannesburg, I still did 
not make the acceptance grade in Cape Town. 
Actually, it is a very difficult task to be totally 
accepted in the Mother City. When I went back, 
I still had my old school friends, so I didn’t find 
it all that cliquey.

We were, however, seldom able to go out for 
Shabbat dinners (they don’t do the big lunches 
in Cape Town, feeling that, if they do go to shul 
on Saturdays, the big brocha will suffice).

Don’t get me wrong, we had invitations from 
the rabbi, the cantor, my best friend and two 
Holocaust survivors, all of whom were strictly 
kosher. But, sadly I had to decline others, who 
were not kosher or, from those who were, who 
were not within walking distance.

I invited people to my home more often than 
I do in Johannesburg, earning myself the title 
of the Cholent Queen. I also had a permanent 
guest room for my friends who came down 
south for barmitzvahs or weddings and needed 
kosher meals and a bed.

After shul we would cross the road and walk 
along the beach front, admiring the sea, and 
the males among us, in spite of their kippot, 
the bronzed bikini girls tanning in the sun.

“You can’t really blame them,” one of my 
former Glenhazel friends said. “There is 
spirituality here - the sea, the mountain - and 
the beauty of G-d’s creations makes them feel 
closer to Him.”

“And the warmth and hospitality of 
Johannesburgers makes me feel part of one big 
Jewish family,” I replied.

I suppose he had a point. I prefer my lifestyle 
in Johannesburg, where they do not look upon 
me as ET’s sister.

But there is nothing to beat Sir Francis 
Drake’s assessment of “The Fairest Cape in the 
entire circumference of the earth”.

Cape Town and Johannesburg - 
same country, planets apart

From the 
BellIng tower
Suzanne Belling

News Column 5 – 12 August 201610  SA JEWISH REPORT

rsvp@sajewishreport.co.za 2 8 . 0 8 . 2 0 1 6

Advert and table packages are available for the...
Absa Jewish Achiever Awards 2016

SUZAnne BellIng

Desré Buirski had a dream of meeting Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela. Through her creative 
thinking and actions, she translated her 
dream to reality, transforming herself into 
the creator and supplier of Madiba’s colour-
ful trademark shirts.

Buirski immigrated to Southern Califor-
nia from Cape Town with her parents and 
siblings in 1980. Having attended Herzlia 
Primary, Sans Souci and matriculating from 
Progress College, she had begun a career in 
drama, with a brief stint at the Maas-Phillips 
College of Speech and Drama.

She pursued her studies in drama and also 
graphic design at Orange Coast College in 
the US. But, in order to meet her expenses 
she became a dishwasher in the evenings, 
sometimes washing over 1 000 plates and 
working till 03:00.

Sharing a small apartment with her 
brother, she later joined her father’s clothing 
company, producing jeans and men’s shirts.

“This gave me the opportunity to travel to 
Indonesia,” she told SA Jewish Report. She 
remained there for several years, living in a 
small place near Central Java “with a popula-
tion of about 100 with me as the only white 
person in the area. It was wonderful and 
safe - and the population is predominantly 
Muslim.”

She later moved to Bali, where the major-
ity of inhabitants are Hindu. “But Indonesian 
is the common language linking everyone in 
the country.” Buirski became fluent in the 
language which is Dutch-derived as Bali was 
previously under Dutch colonial control.

“Bali became home. It was 1982 and I lived 
in a place where there were no direct  
telephone lines, no electricity and had to 
travel to the airport on a motorcycle.”

Going back to the US with her increased 
knowledge of the rag trade and attending 
shows in New York and other cities, Buirski 
was well and truly into her new career.

“In 1991 I managed to get back to Cape 
Town and opened a shop at the Waterfront. 
I was living, eating and sleeping my desire to 
meet Nelson Mandela. 

“On May 7, 1994, three days before 
Madiba’s inauguration, I heard he was going 

to attend the Marais Road Synagogue in Sea 
Point on Shabbat. I was determined to give 
him a personal gift and had one extra-large 
shirt I had brought from Los Angeles.”

A determined Buirski made her way 
through the throngs of people including 
“grannies and nannies” lining Marais Road 
and gave the somewhat wrinkled shirt to 
Mandela’s bodyguard, which he placed in 
the boot of the President’s car.

She had written a note on her business 
card, expressing her appreciation to Man-
dela.

She was tipped off to buy Die Burger. 
“There, on page three was Nelson Mandela 
wearing my shirt!”

Things snowballed. She was in constant 
contact with Mandela’s then PA Mary 
Mxadana, who asked Buirski to please send 
more shirts. In all, she must have given the 
former president 150 shirts.

She received New Year greetings from 
Mandela, followed by a personal tea with 
the President at Tuynhuys. 

Buirski was invited to Mandela’s parties 
and banquets and was seated beside him at 
his Christmas party in 1998.

There was a hiatus of several years, during 
which time Buirski collected offcuts from 
the shirt fabrics. From this she created a 
massive quilt - made into a wall hanging - 
which she presented to Mandela and Graça 
Machel at their home in Mozambique.

“Both Graça and I were in tears.” The wall 
hanging went to the offices of the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation and later was sent to 
Monaco to be auctioned for charity under 
the auspices of Prince Albert and Sotheby’s.

“There was a rabbi from Chabad head-
quarters in New York staying at the Hotel 
De Paris.” Rabbi Avraham Berkowitz blessed 
Mandela and, when learning about the 
shirts, Buirski was invited to address a 
conference of 2 000 people in 2014 in New 
York. 

This launched Buirski’s new career on 
the public speaking circuit in South Africa. 
In her capacity as founder of Presidential 
Shirts, it has put her hand to sustainable 
outreach projects in Gugulethu.

“It has been a sacred experience,” she 
remarked.

Fascinating and rewarding 
journey of Madiba’s shirt maker
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d Desré Buirski presenting 
one of her shirts to 

Nelson Mandela.

One way in which the Jewish community 
could address the negative perceptions that 
do exist is to foster an awareness of what Jews 
have contributed to South Africa, especially in 
the liberation struggle.  

With regard to the recent arrests of four lo-
cal terror suspects, Masutha said that while in 
this instance the Jewish community had been 
specifically identified as a target, terrorism is 
something that knows no colour, religion or 
political allegiance, and therefore should be 
seen as a threat to everyone. 

It is a global problem that the international 
community has to deal with together, said 
Masutha, and South Africa is very much com-
mitted to playing its part in this. Asked why 
Hamas, an avowedly terrorist organisation, 
was invited to visit South Africa last year if this 
is the case, he explained that if peace is to be 
achieved between Israelis and Palestinians, a 
solution that brought all players on board had 
to be found.    

In terms of the South Africa-Israel relation-
ship, Masutha said that government wished 
to avoid schisms within the population, and 
hence preferred to preach a message of inclu-

sivity rather than taking a hard line against 
either side. 

He conceded that in times of heightened 
conflict in the Middle East, it is difficult to 
advocate even-handedness against more 
hardline anti-Israel elements within his party, 
since Israel is routinely seen in the role of an 
all-powerful bully.   

SAJBD Chairman Jeff Katz commented that 
during the 2014 Gaza conflict the government, 
in the face of enormous pressure internally and 
externally to sever ties with Israel, had instead 
embarked on a process of renewed engagement 
with the aim of playing a role in resolving the 
conflict. 

Since then, there has been regular and 
meaningful interaction between the two 
governments, including the ongoing work of 
the Presidential envoys to Israel and Palestine 
and the visit to South Africa earlier this year of 
Israeli Foreign Ministry Director-General Dore 
Gold.  

SAJBD National Director Wendy Kahn in-
troduced the Minister while National President 
Mary Kluk delivered the thanks and conclud-
ing remarks. 

>> Continued from page 7
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We need more than ‘trim branches’
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BEN SALES
NEW YORK

It’s never been easy for Jewish Republicans. 
Jews have broken overwhelmingly for Demo-
cratic candidates since Woodrow Wilson. De-
spite rising American Jewish affluence, usually 
a harbinger of conservative voting patterns, a 
plurality self-defines as liberal.

Republican Jews have poured millions into 
upping their share of the Jewish vote in recent 
elections, portraying the GOP as the pro-Israel 
party and telling largely affluent Jewish Ameri-
cans to vote their economic self-interest. The 
needle has only moved a little, despite those ef-
forts: 80 per cent of Jews voted Clinton in 1992, 
79 per cent voted Gore in 2000 and 74 per cent 
voted Obama in 2008.

Organisations like the Republican Jewish 
Coalition have kept pushing despite it all. Most 
Jews don’t vote primarily based on Israel, but 
as Democrats passed a controversial Iran deal 
and condemned Israel’s West Bank occupation, 
Republicans saw a window of opportunity.

Republicans doubled down on the Israel case 
at their national convention in Cleveland last 
month. Donald Trump, Mike Pence and a hand-
ful of other speakers included lines in support of 
Israel in their speeches and drew loud applause. 
President Barack Obama’s support of Iran’s 
nuclear programme, anathema to the Israeli 
government, was a nightly punching bag.

Dozens of delegates told JTA that the main 
reason Jews should vote Trump is that he’s bet-
ter on Israel than his opponent, Hillary Clinton. 
The Republican platform swung right on Israel, 
eliminating the long-held bipartisan consensus 
supporting the two-state solution, and reject-
ing the United States’ right to dictate terms on 
Israeli-Palestinian peace.

Even so, Republican Jewish uneasiness 
showed at the convention. Big-name Jewish 
donors declined to attend. Republican Jews, 
from journalists Bill Kristol and Jennifer Rubin 
to former Republican operatives like Noam 
Neusner and David Frum, oppose Trump. The 
Republican Jewish Coalition held no events that 
were open to the media, a departure from previ-
ous conventions.

Much of this ambivalence has to do with 
Trump’s string of statements insulting minori-
ties - Jews among them. It’s a point Democrats 
stressed every day of their confab a week later in 
Philadelphia. A video aired on the first night of 
the convention featuring Trump’s retweet of an 
image widely called anti-Semitic. The conven-
tion’s explicit message was that anyone who 
cares about safeguarding minority rights has to 
vote Clinton.

The first night of the Democratic National 
Convention featured a string of Jewish public 
figures - Sarah Silverman and Senator Al 
Franken among them - and it ended with a key-
note speech by Bernie Sanders, the first Jewish 
candidate to win a major party primary. Jewish 
entertainers, activists and politicians peppered 

every night’s roster, from singer Paul Simon to 
Senator Barbara Boxer.

Criticism of Israel was a recurring feature in 
Philadelphia, a point the RJC pressed in an ad 
released last week calling the party “stridently 
anti-Israel”. Many Sanders supporters wore 
pro-Palestinian stickers, and a few advocated 
changing the United States’ historically pro-
Israel policy. 

On Wednesday, a night devoted largely to 
national security, no one mentioned the US alli-
ance with Israel. There was full-throated support 
for the Iran deal throughout the convention. At 
one point, protesters outside the convention 
burned an Israeli flag. 

At a roundtable discussion held outside the 
convention by the US Campaign to End the 
Israeli Occupation and the American Friends 
Service Committee, Georgia Representative 
Hank Johnson compared Israel’s West Bank set-
tlement movement to termites.

But in the end, the party could point to the 
ways it shored up its traditional pro-Israel wing. 
The Democratic platform committee rejected an 
effort to even mention settlements and occupa-
tion in its section on Israel. 

Like Trump, Clinton threw a shout-out to 
Israel’s security into her acceptance speech, and 
didn’t mention Palestinians. General John Allen, 
the former commander of Nato forces in Af-
ghanistan, gave a convention speech in support 
of Clinton that echoed neoconservative rhetoric, 

which tends to be forcefully pro-Israel. 
Even Bill Clinton got into the act, sporting 

a Hebrew “Hillary” button during Obama’s 
Wednesday night speech.

It could be that, in future election cycles, 
discord over Israel will drive more Jews to the 
Republican party. Part of Sanders’ dissent from 
Democratic orthodoxy was in his call for more 
criticism of Israel. In her acceptance speech, 
Clinton adopted much of his domestic rheto-
ric but none of his Middle East policies. But if 
Sanders delegates become the new Democratic 
mainstream, the party could gravitate away 
from its pro-Israel stance.

At Jewish Democratic events, though, the old 
guard held sway. If anything, the Democratic 
Jews’ biggest problem came from one of their 
own, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, who was 
ousted as chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee at the convention’s start.

Schultz was the favourite daughter of Jewish 
Democrats, a former National Jewish Demo-
cratic Council staffer who rose to be a congress-
woman and party bigwig. Now, she’s facing a 
primary challenge and could exit political life.

Even as she was embattled, the NJDC stood 
with her, presenting her with an award on 
the convention’s final afternoon. Wasserman 
Schultz sounded defiant at the event, call-
ing Trump a traitor and promising to win her 
primary. And despite her fall from grace, Jewish 
Democrats cheered her, as if to say that what-
ever the future held, they felt good about this 
year. (JTA)

Uneasy Republicans and confident 
Democrats diverge on ‘Jewish’ issues
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Hillary Clinton speaking on the fourth day 
of the Democratic National Convention in 
Philadelphia on July 28.

Donald Trump speaking on the fourth day 
of the Republican National Convention in 
Cleveland, on July 21.
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Inspired by the Sun International CEO SleepOut, King David Linksfield and Victory Park had 
their own King David SleepOut last week Thursday. The aim of spending the night in the open – 
in the dead of winter - was to encourage the learners to engage and empathise with the realities 
of homelessness in the greater community. 

High school learners together with grade 7s and some teachers rose to the challenge and 
participated in this worthwhile initiative, sleeping outdoors on their school campuses.  The 
learners arrived armed with warm clothing, sleeping bags and blankets to face a freezing Johan-
nesburg winter’s night.   

Each of the participating schools put together various events over the course of the evening. 
There were many chesed (kindness)-related activities such as sandwich making, meal packing, 
knitting of squares for blankets, the making of sleeping blankets out of newspapers and plastic 
and collections of clothes and non-perishable food items.  

Learners were fortunate to be able to listen to speakers from various organisations and also 
to two homeless women speaking about their real-life experiences.    

But there were also many fun events such as six-a-side soccer, slam poetry, a building 
cardboard-box shelter competition and a debate about homelessness. 

All the learners, regardless of whether they physically participated, were encouraged to support 
the SleepOut, by donating warm blankets as well as non-perishables and clothing which are to be 
donated to King David’s various partner outreach schools - Summerwood Primary School, Sediba 
Thuto School, Thato ke Matla Foster & Safety House, Pholosho School and Kidshaven.   

Icy weather didn’t deter KD 
Schools’ CEO SleepOut

Budding artists at work at 
Sydenham Pre-Primary
JENNY MILLER

The children of Sydenham Pre-Primary School in Johannesburg are thoroughly enjoying the 
theme on “Famous Artists”. They are learning about Claude Monet, Vincent van Gogh and 
Henri Matisse. The art activities have been inspired by these artists and the children have cre-
ated amazing replicas

Pictured are Baige Dedeu: Jade Kushner; and Lexi Zwick, reproducing a paper cut-out by 
Matisse.
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YC learners make sandwiches 
during CEO SleepOut
OWN CORRESPONDENT

The Yeshiva College grade 10 and 11 learners spent last week Thursday night “sleeping out” on the 
school’s sports field as part of the CEO SleepOut. 

They made sandwiches and hot meals for the needy and in a very short amount of time approxi-
mately 30 learners had made over 400 sandwiches which were distributed to charity organisations the 
next morning.

A special recognition and acknowledgement must go to Tamir Bender in grade 11, for being chosen 
as an “Inspiration Learner” to participate alongside Barry Sundelson, chief operating officer at Discov-
ery Vitality, in the CEO SleepOut on the Nelson Mandela Bridge in Johannesburg’s CBD. 

Asher Levin; Chanan Kay; Yoni Wolberg; Gilad Urdang; and Rabbi Tzvi Chaimovitz with the 
sandwiches they made during the CEO SleepOut, ready for distribution to the needy.
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NIRVANA ROGERS

Mazeltov to Miya Ichikowitz, grade 7 pupil from 
King David Primary School Victory Park. Miya 
participated in the Johannesburg Festival for the 
Advancement of Music on Monday, July 25 at Wits 
and was awarded a Diploma+ for a vocal solo in the 
under-14 category. 

Miya Ichikowitz a 
rising singing star 
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TRACY KLASS

Herzlia High School has announced the incoming student leadership council for 2016-17.
The real power in a school comes from the student group and Herzlia is mobilising this force by 

moving from a Student Representative Council (SRC) to a Student Leadership Council (SLC). 
The school is very excited by the new group of student leaders and is confident that Herzlia 

High will begin the next part of its journey with creative and proactive energy.
Hearty mazaltov to the new council. The school wishes them every success for their term of 

office.
Pictured are (back): Kayla Smith; Zach Israel; Kaelly Berkovitz; Ben Levin; and Melissa Morris. 

Front: Kira Meltzer (deputy head student); Greg Furman (head student; and Avi Lurie (deputy 
head student). Absent are: Shaiam Unterslak; and Aviva Philips (deputy head student).

Herzlia High has moved from 
an SRC to an SLC
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Sifrin on a miSSion - the 
bearer of enlightenment

It seems to me that Geoff Sifrin, whose 
articles I sometimes enjoy is on a mission 
to ridicule the Orthodox community 
by referring to its growth as being the 
result of its adherence to narrow dogma. 
He has taken one issue and made it into 
a thesis. He, together with the Reform 
rabbi of Wynberg (in Cape Town), 
have made themselves the bearers of 
enlightenment.

The said rabbi even claims to know 
the true origin and development of the 
kol isha law, something the Orthodox 
rabbinate are ignorant of. I think I can 
guess, unfortunately been a part of that 
school of thought for a short time in my 
life, where that source is to be found. 

That, having been said, I wonder why 
Mr Sifrin makes no mention of the 
rousing revival of Torah Judaism in the 
countless number of shiurim throughout 
Johannesburg and Cape Town. 

Is this because of the attraction of 
the masses to narrow dogma? Of course 
he has nothing to say concerning the 
revolution in the protection of women’s 
rights led by Rabbi Moshe Kurtstag, 
head of the Beth Din. 

As a result of this bold ruling, any 
evil man who refuses to give a get to 
his wife thus condemning her to being 
“chained for the rest of her life” will be 
excommunicated without any rights 
within the Jewish community. 

Is this also narrow dogma? Or maybe 
this: The unbelievable triumph of Chief 
Rabbi Warren Goldstein in attracting 
thousands in this small community to 
his Shabbat event which was attended by 
6500 people and his Sinai Indaba which 
drew a similar number. 

Is this also the result of narrow 
dogma?

rabbi ben isaacson
Johannesburg

JVJP in iSrael See JuSt what they want to 
See – unfortunately

Jewish Voices for a Just Peace have again had something 
negative to say about the IDF, the State of Israel, “right-
wing Jewish Israelis”, the SAJBD, etc. 

They quote from the testimony given by a staff sergeant 
of the IDF. In it he tells of being told to direct Arabs on one 
path and Jews onto another so “there won’t be any friction” 
between the two groups while walking in Hebron. 

JVJP finds this offensive, discriminatory. But perhaps 
it is true. Perhaps in an area heated with conflict, perhaps 
different groups walking on different paths would lessen 
the friction and possibly save lives by reducing unnecessary 
conflict. 

They also equate this to apartheid. They talk about 
“racism” found among the Jews. And they might be right. 
The conflict has gone on for so long that there could be 
racism among individuals. But remember that apartheid 
was not just racism. Apartheid was a system of laws 
enforced by the government that controlled South Africa’s 
black population. 

A black person was legally not allowed to live in certain 
areas, to vote, to travel freely, inter-racial marriage was 
forbidden, etc. According to Wikipedia: “Non-white political 
representation was abolished in 1970 and starting in 
that year black people were deprived citizenship… the 
government segregated education, medical care, beaches 
and other public services, providing black people with 
services that were inferior to those of white people.”

This is not the case in Israel. Arabs and Jews can all vote, 
can all be educated, can all receive medical care in the same 
hospital room by the same doctors. This is not apartheid!

Finally, in true pessimist style, JVJP choose to vilify the 
commander who told the staff sergeant that the paths of 
the two groups should be different. JVJP say this reminds 
them of the “old South Africa”. 

What about the staff sergeant? What about this IDF 
soldier who disagreed with the commander (as JVJP do)? 
He thought it would be easier for the elderly Arabs to walk 
on the other path and he “exercised his own judgement” 
and let them. 

Why doesn’t’ JVJP exalt him as an example to follow? 
Why? Because their minds are already made up and Israel/
the IDF/“right-wing Jewish Israelis” are always wrong. No 
matter what. 

michele engelberg
Johannesburg

when rabbi yiSrael meir lau Sang along with a female choir...

I’m a former South African now living in Canada, 
but I happened to be in Johannesburg when the 
whole kol isha question arose over women singing 
at Yom Hashoah services. I notice that the issue has 
been settled. I would like to draw the attention of 
those Orthodox rabbonim and others who opposed 
listening to a woman singing a mournful song to 
suit the occasion to an article that appeared in the 
Canadian Jewish News of July 21, by Eli Rubenstein, 
national director of the March of the Living, Canada. 

Rubenstein was paying tribute to Elie Wiesel, in 
particular when they went on a March of the Living to 
the ruins of Auschwitz-Birkenau on Yom Hashoah in 
1990. Wiesel gave a very heartbreaking speech of the 
terrible events when he was there.

I quote from Rubenstein’s article about what 
occurred after Wiesel spoke:

“And then, the chief rabbi of Tel Aviv and future 
chief rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, called 
upon the Toronto March of the Living student choir 
(composed of Tara Charendoff, Jillian Stronell, Talia 
Klein, Jennifer Goldhar, Jenny Lass, Dena Libman, 
Meghan Bochner and Jennie Blitz, accompanied 
by guitarist Hartley Weinberg and violinist Jillian 
Moncarz) to sing Hannah Senesh’s Eli, Eli (My G-d, 
My G-d).

“Rabbi Meir Lau, himself a Holocaust survivor, sang 
along softly into the microphone. Soon, thousands of 
participants - survivors and students, educators and  
 

 
political leaders, from Israel and countries around the 
world - all joined in, amid the ruins of the crematoria 
singing the song that reminded us both of the beauty 
and fragility of life.”

Obviously from their names, the members of the 
choir are all young women.  

If someone as great as Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau is 
humble enough to ask a girls’/women’s choir to sing, 
and to sing with them, why do the South African 
rabbis believe that they are so high and mighty that 
they cannot hear a woman or women sing a mournful 
song in memory of those who lost their lives in such 
tragic circumstances? 

These women are not dressed indecently, nor 
are they singing pop songs or even opera where 
their voices can excite a man. I am unable to see 
how a mournful song sung by a woman in these 
circumstances, can excite anyone at all, especially 
a man. In fact, I remember seeing an article in the 
Jewish Report on other services held in South Africa 
where a woman (I’m almost sure from Klerksdorp) 
sang and there was no brouhaha over it and neither 
did the sky fall in!

I have enjoyed reading the Jewish Report from time 
to time when I have visited Johannesburg and am 
now subscribing to it electronically.

 
marie bickof
Thornhill, canada

looking for deScendantS of hanS (SandelowSky) SanderS 

Rolf Dyckerhoff of Wiesbaden in Germany is doing research on the Jewish community of Nordenburg, 
a small town in former East-Prussia (today Nordenburg is called Krylovo and is situated in the Russian 
Kaliningrad area). Before the Second World War there was a tiny Jewish community of about 10 families 
and a small synagogue.

One of those families was the Sandelowskys. Benjamin Sandelowsky (1848 - 1904) came from Lithuania 
to Nordenburg in about 1870. His descendants all left Germany in the thirties and emigrated to the former 
South West Africa (Namibia) and the US. 

“One of the sons, Siegmund Sandelowsky, was born 1880 in Nordenburg and died probably 1939 in 
Panama. He is believed to have immigrated to South Africa and the family changed its surname to Sanders. 
Hans, his son, died in 1985 in Johannesburg.

“I would like to come in contact with the descendants of Hans Sanders; maybe they are still living in 
South Africa.” 

Rolf Dyckerhoff may be contacted on 00 49 (0) 170 41 59 211 or e-mail: rolf.dyckerhoff@t-online.de

More news on our website www.sajr.co.za
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Kol isha settlement means respect for equal 
treatment of all

As a chairman of SACRED’s board I would like to say that SACRED 
and its co-applicants are delighted that a settlement has been 
reached in the case concerning the exclusion of women from singing 
at the annual Holocaust Memorial Day ceremony in Cape Town. 

In the settlement, the SA Jewish Board of Deputies has agreed 
to end its ban on women singing at such a ceremony and has 
committed that future ceremonies will be restructured so as to 
include women singing. 

We are glad to know that all future SA Jewish Board of Deputies 
ceremonies and events will be infused with respect for the 
equal treatment of all on grounds of sex and gender and that no 
members of the community will be treated as second class Jews. 

SACRED became involved in this issue as it is deeply committed 
to the values of our Constitution and ensuring the elimination 
of unfair discrimination within the Jewish community of South 
Africa (and beyond). 

The agreement has also brought an end to the unacceptable 
situation of there being officially-sanctioned discrimination 
at the Holocaust memorial ceremonies in South Africa. While 
the agreement has been reached with the Board of Deputies in 
the Western Cape, SACRED expects all chapters of the Board of 
Deputies across South Africa to include women singing in their 
Holocaust memorial ceremonies.   

It is our fervent hope that young people, women and others who 
were alienated from the Holocaust Memorial due to the recent ban, 
will once again feel able to participate in a manner which reflects 
their values and the lessons of the Shoah. 

We also have affirmed that our Jewish communal structures 
must affirm in all their actions the key constitutional value of 
equality - which is also a foundational principle of Jewish tradition.  

On behalf of SACRED, I would also like to extend its sincere 
gratitude to our co-applicants and to all of those who have so 
generously given of their time, money and support in this struggle. 

The solid support and encouragement received from across the 
South African Jewish community - from multiple organisations 
and individuals - has enabled us to succeed. 

rabbi Julia margolis 
chairman of sacreD

JVJp’s attacK on saJBD totally unfair, uncalleD for

The lamentable ad hominem attack by Jessica Sherman and Rina 
King on behalf of Jewish Voices for a Just Peace betrays their 
ignorance of the reason for the foundation and principle object of 
the South African Jewish Board of Deputies.

It was, and I hope still is, to protect the interests of the South 
African Jewish community as a whole from intrusions by any South 
African government or any other person or body intent on, or aiding 
in, diminishing the rights and reputation of Jewish South African 
citizens, based solely on the fact that they are Jewish and despite 
their political views. Prior to my aliyah, almost 40 years ago, I well 
recall that the Board always stressed that it was the right of any Jew 
personally to express any political view. 

Presidents of the Board such as Arthur Suzman QC and Namie 
Philips QC often and outspokenly expressed their personal 
detestation of apartheid and all its works. As far as I am aware, 
it is also true that no member of the Board, either officially or 
unofficially, expressed support for apartheid. 

The authors are, however, quite right to censure (Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu’s disgraceful summons to the Jewish 
voters to the ballot box because the Arabs were “voting in droves”. 

It so happened that I was recovering in hospital from a heart 
attack at the time. How, I wondered, could I explain this shameful 
conduct to my caring, super-competent heart specialist, who was a 
Muslim, a graduate of the Hebrew University? 

When he arrived at my bedside (at least 50 per cent of the 
patients in my ward were Israeli or Palestinian Arabs), he told me  

 
that I should walk as much as possible. I accordingly invited him to 
have a cup of tea with me at the distant hospital tea room.

When we were comfortably seated, haltingly, I tried to apologise 
to him for Netanyahu’s gaffe. “Forget it,” he said, “it’s just politics. 
We all understand that.”

As a proud “leftist Israeli Zionist Jew”, I have difficulty in 
understanding why these professing South African Jews have 
contrived their illogical agenda against the Board. 

Achieving a “just peace” by denigrating the Board at every turn, 
merely arrogates to it an authority which it neither has, nor seeks, 
nor should accept.

Might I suggest to my just brethren in South Africa that they 
should spend as much time drawing attention to the calumnies of 
the Palestinian Authority, as instanced not only by their internal 
killings and corruption, but also for their incitement to murder 
Israelis of any or of no religion - as they do to their (sometimes) 
justified criticism of the present or any future Israeli government 
and our perennial Orthodox zealots. 

Surely, constructive, positive suggestions for a just peace would 
have a more sympathetic and influential reception than ill-informed, 
shrill attempts at divisiveness?

Justice cannot be achieved by the perverted persecution against a 
body (the Board) which should not be in the dock in the first place. 

anthony maisels
tel aviv

chief raBBi’s ‘G-D Bless south africa’ rather inappropriate

Last week the Chief Rabbinate of South Africa issued a statement to 
the Jewish community urging them to vote in the coming elections 
(which subsequently took place on Wednesday). The Chief Rabbi 
concluded his message with the words: “G-d bless South Africa.”

With the utmost respect to him, I believe there are many Jews who 
will find this “prayer” inappropriate at this time.

The government of South Africa has shown - and continues to show 
- strong support for the enemies of Israel. It has hosted and welcomed 
some of the biggest Jew-killers since Hitler. Since the visit of Yasser 
Arafat in 1994 and subsequent visits of arch-terrorist Leila Khaled 

and the leader of Hamas - branded 
as a terrorist organisation by 
the UN - the South African 
government has had cordial 
ties with these fervent haters of 
Israel. The government has never 
condemned the vicious acts of 
terror against Israeli men, women 
and children by these killers of 
Jews.

According to reports in the 
Jewish Report, a large group  
of leaders from “Palestine”  

 
gathered in South Africa for so-called “unity talks”. A number of high 
government officials, including the minister of finance, addressed this 
unity conference. 

One can only have nightmarish recollections of a similar conference 
held in Wannsee, Germany during the Second World War. Then, as 
now, groups of fervent Jew-haters gathered to plan the destruction of 
the Jewish people. At that time Arab leader Al Husseini, together with 
the leaders of Nazi German, planned the elimination of all Jews. 

Now South Africa hosted leaders whose primary agenda is the 
elimination of a Jewish state in the Middle East. I would suggest that 
the only unity these groups wish to achieve is to unify in their bid to 
destroy Israel.

In view of the above, as well as other anti-Israel/Jewish sentiments 
expressed by the South African government, any Jew or gentile with 
pure emotions would hardly find deep in their hearts the ability to see 
any merit for “G-d (to) bless South Africa”. 

I would ask our Chief Rabbi to wait until we have a government 
which is far more sympathetic to Israel and its people, as well as a 
complete rejection of visits by terrorists and their supporters to our 
shores, before he requests “G-d to bless South Africa”.

choni Davidowitz
Golden acres, Johannesburg

GooD heaDs of state - male or female - cannot Be ‘GenDer BounD’

I would like to respond to the strange letter of Errol 
Horwitz from Cape Town in last week’s Jewish 
Report, suggesting that “women, such as (Hillary) 
Clinton and (Angela) Merkel can rule the world so 
much better than men”. Since when is exploiting 
the memory of Jewish victims of the Holocaust for 
sheer perverted propaganda while basically denying 
the existence of non-Jewish victims (like Hillary 
Clinton did when she boasted that she urged her 
husband when he was president, to bomb Serbia), 
or flooding one’s own country with hostile refugees, 
including ISIS terrorists (like Germany’s Angela 
Merkel did) considered as any kind of achievement 
or anything positive, or tolerable?

I know there were despicable rulers and 
politicians of the male kind. I wouldn’t be able to say 
who are better as politicians and heads of state,  
men or women, and would probably suppose that  

 
there is no difference... except for the fact that the 
Torah and our sages hint (and don’t only hint) that 
men are better, and that in the Second World War 
SS women tended to be crueller then their male 
counterparts.

In any case, there are some excellent women 
politicians such as Marine Le Pen (president of 
the National Front in France) and the wife of Dr 
Vojislav Šešelji (president of the far-right Serbian 
National Party). I also guess that the great Serbian 
singer (who might be the coolest widow of any 
assassinated politician in the world) Svetlana Ceca 
Raznatovic, known as “Ceca”, could be a good 
politician and head of state, if she were interested 
in politics.

avner eliyahu romm
Jerusalem

information wanteD on raBBi 
m Kuperman anD  yeshiVa 
tachKemoni

Juan-Paul Burke of Sea Point in Cape 
Town is doing research on Rabbi M 
Kuperman zt”l and Yeshiva Tachkemoni 
of Cape Town. He writes: “If anyone 
has any information, especially if you 
were a student of the aforementioned, 
please could you contact me at juan-paul.
burke@uct.ac.za.” 

Beth hatefutsoth Volumes - a worK-in-
proGress

I would like to make a correction to the article which appeared 
in the Jewish Report of July 15 on the Beth Hatefutsoth 
project on Jewish Life in the SA country communities. The 
seventh volume will complete the series of books, but the 
database of information, however, will be ongoing and any 
corrections and/or additions will be included in it, and will 
eventually be available on our website.

adrienne Kollenberg, Johannesburg

AND
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SUZANNE BELLING

Wendy Kahn, the first woman national director of the 
SA Jewish Board of Deputies since its inception in 1903, 
celebrated her 10th anniversary in this post a week before 
National Women’s Day.

“I have honestly never felt undermined as a woman at the 
Board and have been privileged to work with many extraor-
dinary elected and professional women,” she told Jewish 
Report.

Inspiring role models for her include Marlene Bethlehem 
and Mary Kluk (past and present presidents) and her pro-
fessional staff comprises over 50 per cent women.

“We are the envy of other Diaspora communities in terms 
of the female representation of our leadership body.”

Before her appointment, Kahn was steeped in the Jew-
ish community, having attended Yeshiva College, and was 
active in Mizrachi, where she ran the He’atid leadership 
programme, at the helm of the organisation for 14 years till 
it became the SA-Israel Forum.

He’atid was responsible for taking South African leaders 
to Israel and other relevant countries to acquire leadership 
and entrepreneurial skills.

Previously Kahn was an elected member of the Board 
and served for five years, including as vice-chairman of the 
Gauteng Council.

She studied at Wits and obtained a post-graduate di-
ploma in management at the university’s business school.

“I am the black sheep of the family - the only one not 
having gone into the medical field.”

Her father, Professor Barry Schoub, was CEO of the Na-
tional Institute of Communicable Diseases and is currently 
chairman of the National Health Laboratory Services.

Her career started at Eskom. “I am in no way responsible 
for the load shedding! Eskom became my real university 
where I managed middle management leadership develop-
ment for five wonderful years.”

Kahn attributes coping with a high-powered job to a sup-
portive family infrastructure. Her children, Michaela (20), 
David (17) and Rachel (11) are “up to date on the issues 
and the activities in which we are involved.

“In 2016, I don’t believe that a mother or father in 
fulltime high-powered jobs should be facing different chal-
lenges.”

She describes her husband, Lance, as “amazingly sup-
portive and long-suffering”.

Looking back at the start of her SAJBD career, she said: 
“When I inherited my office at the SAJBD, it was freezing 
cold and there was no electricity. I walked in, felt the glare 
of 100 men looking down at me. My first task was to re-
move the photographs and introduce bright South African 
art into my office.”

She brought colour to the logos and the work of the 
Board, “cherishing the many different facets of our commu-
nity and embracing the diversity of our country”.

A typical day in her life is getting up at 05:00, 
checking her Twitter feed and being at boot camp 
half an hour later. 

“What I love about my job is that every day is 
different and unpredictable. I only truly know 
what my day will be when I get to my office at 

07:30. We may have an anti-Semitism incident erupting in 
the media, resulting in the need for statements. On these 
days everything else gets shifted.

“Other days see us attending government meetings, work-
shops or civil society interactions. My personal favourites are the 
projects we run, such as the Youth Day outing to Soweto with 
members of our schools, or the xenophobia campaigns we were 
involved in where our community made a great contribution.”

She has developed and led many campaigns, including the 
Jewish Xenophobia Relief Programme; ensuring patient care 
during the 2010 public sector strike; representing South Africa 
in the international Jewish response to the UN Human Rights 
Council in Geneva; co-ordinating the 2011 counteraction to the 

Russell Tribunal for Palestine, sending a message that this 
was nothing more than a kangaroo court and responding to 
the “anti-social” media, as well as campaigns to encourage the 
Jewish community to participate in South Africa’s democratic 
processes.

Regarding Women’s Day, Kahn says: “We have such power-
ful women leaders in our country, such as Advocate Thuli 
Madonsela and Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma. Our representa-
tion of women in all facets of society, including parliament 
and government, is impressive on a global level.”

Kahn, however, is concerned about the level of violence 
against women in this country. “It is something we must 
always stand up against.”

Wendy brought  oxygen to SAJBD

Kahn addressing the World 
Jewish Congress.
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Australian broadcast 
tweet compares Israel to 
ISIS 
SYDNEY – A tweet drawing parallels between 
Israel and ISIS that appeared on-screen dur-
ing Monday’s edition of Q&A on Australian 
national television (ABC) has caused commu-
nal outrage and has drawn an apology from 
the national broadcaster.

The post in question stated, “Any young 
radical who joins ISIS or Israel should not be 
allowed into Australia.”

Meanwhile, two tweets objecting to the 
comment were not screened by the pro-
gramme makers.

Noting it had received complaints from 
both Jewish and non-Jewish viewers, Peter 
Wertheim, executive director of the Execu-
tive Council of Australian Jewry, wrote to the 
ABC’s managing director Michelle Guthrie 
and director of corporate affairs Michael 
Millett, stating that, “The comparison with 
ISIS is utterly false, and viciously defamatory 
of Israelis, including Australian-Israeli dual 
nationals. 

“For Q&A’s Twitter selection team to al-
low the … tweet to go on-screen during the 
programme betrays an appalling ignorance, 
flawed values and a lack of judgment, for 
which the ABC should apologise immediately 
and without reservation.”

The sentiment was echoed by chairman of 
the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation Commission 
Dvir Abramovich, who urged the ABC “to put 
in place effective mechanisms to ensure that 
such abhorrent sentiments are not posted”.

Apologising for the offensive tweet, Q&A 
producers issued a statement which read, “An 
audience tweet was broadcast on Q&A which 
implied false equivalence between ‘radicals 
joining ISIS’ and Israel. It was a moderator 
error. Q&A apologises for any offence and 
removed the tweet from future broadcasts.” - 
The Australian Jewish News

Early detection of 
melanoma spreading to 
the brain 
TEL AVIV - When malignant melanoma 
- the most dangerous kind of skin cancer – 
spreads to the brain, it is almost always a 
death sentence. But now, Tel Aviv University 
researchers have found a way to detect micro-
metastases – tiny bunches of spreading cancer 
cells – months before they reach the brain and 
develop into fatal tumours.

The mechanisms that govern early meta-

static growth and interactions of metastatic 
cells with the brain micro-environment have 
long remained shrouded in mystery.

According to the research led by Dr Neta 
Erez of TAU’s pathology department and just 
published in Cancer Research, micro-tumour 
cells hijack astrogliosis, the brain’s natural 
response to damage or injury, to support 
metastatic growth.

This breakthrough could lead to the detec-
tion of brain cancer in its first stages and 
permit early intervention.

Erez and her team used mice to study and 
follow the spontaneous metastasis of mela-
noma in the brain. They recapitulated all the 
stages of metastasis – the initial discovery 
of melanoma in the skin, the removal of the 
primary tumour, the micro-metastatic dis-
semination of cancer cells across the body, the 
discovery of a tumour and death.

The detection of metastasis depends on 
imaging techniques that still can’t detect 
micro-metastases.

Melanoma patients whose initial mela-
noma was excised believe that everything is 
fine for months or years following the initial 
procedure. But after the primary tumour 
is removed, micro-metastatic cells learn to 
communicate with cells in their new micro-
environment in the brain. These cells are at 
first hostile to them, but eventually, a tumour 
appears.

The cells travel across the body to the brain 
or other organs but are undetectable at the 
micro level. When they become detectable, it 
is already too late for treatment. – Jerusalem 
Post

Israel’s largest-ever 
Olympic delegation 
heads to Rio 
TEL AVIV - Fifty-one Israeli athletes in 17 
sports will compete for the blue-and-white at 
the 2016 Olympics this month.

Rhythmic gymnast Neta Rivkin will hold Is-
rael’s blue-and-white flag aloft at the opening 
ceremony of the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio 
de Janeiro, to be held August 5 to 21.

The Olympic delegation that will be led into 
the stadium by Rivkin is Israel’s largest since 
the country’s first Olympic Games in 1952. 
The qualifiers include Israel’s first Olympic 
competitors in golf, triathlon and mountain 
biking.

Rivkin, who finished seventh in her cat-
egory at the 2012 London Games, is one of 11 
repeat Olympic athletes from Israel who are 
hoping for a spot on the medallists’ podium.

At the Baku World Cup in Azerbaijan in 
July, she won a bronze medal.

The 2016 delegation also includes 34 
coaches and about 25 support staff.

In 16 Olympic Games, Israelis have won 
seven medals - in judo, sailing and canoeing. 
The only gold medallist was windsurfer Gal 
Fridman (Athens, 2004) and he also won a 
bronze medal in Atlanta in 1996. – Israel 21c

Police probe Arabic 
newspaper for article 
blaming Jews for the 
Holocaust 
LONDON, Ontario - In the days after a 
Holocaust-denying, anti-Semitic article ran 
in a London, Ontario-based Arabic-language 
newspaper, police are investigating whether it 
qualifies as a crime, while politicians who had 
advertised in the paper are vowing never to 
do business with the publication again.

According to a statement by B’nai Brith 
Canada, an article titled “The Question Which 
Everyone Ignores: Why Did Hitler Kill the 
Jews?” ran in the June-July issue of the Al-
Saraha newspaper, which B’nai Brith says can 
be found “in every Middle Eastern restaurant 
and every Middle Eastern grocery in South-
western Ontario.”

The article by Egyptian writer Salah Mon-
tasser originally published in Al-Masry Al-
Youm, an Egyptian daily newspaper, asserts 
that the figure of six million Jewish Holocaust 
victims is based on “Jewish propaganda” 
that “managed to spread [this number] and 
establish it.”

It accuses Jews of causing “most of the 
economic collapses that occurred in the banks 
in the period between 1870 and 1920”.

Montasser also said “the first theatres 
of homosexuality appeared in Berlin in the 
1920s, and the first presentations of por-
nography appeared in 1880 and 1890 by the 
hands of Jewish authors”.

In a statement, B’nai B’rith Canada CEO 
Michael Mostyn said the article “constitutes 
an obscene form of hate propaganda aimed 
at Canada’s Jewish community. Its appear-
ance in a community newspaper which hosts 
advertisements from local businesses and 
mainstream political parties is extremely wor-
rying.”- Canadian Jewish News

Is Ivan Lewis the man to 
unite Manchester? 
MANCHESTER - Ivan Lewis is on a mis-
sion. The veteran Jewish MP is fighting to be 
Labour’s candidate in next year’s Manchester 

mayoral elec-
tion.

He has a 
mountain to 
climb - his rivals 
for the nomination are 
Tony Lloyd, who is currently interim mayor, 
and Shadow Home Secretary Andy Burn-
ham.

But Lewis told the Jewish Chronicle that 
he is confident.

The former chief executive of The Fed, 
Manchester’s Jewish social welfare charity, 
said: “Unlike some politicians, I wasn’t a 
special advisor fast-tracked into a safe seat 
and then into a big ministerial job.

“I started off in my local community. I set 
up a charity supporting people with learn-
ing disabilities and mental health problems 
at the age of 19. And I served for eight 
years in local government.”

He believes an elected mayor could ben-
efit not only the city as a whole but its Jews 
as well.

“Look at the history of Greater Man-
chester - the contribution of the Jewish 
community in culture, commerce, politics, 
is extraordinary, and I think it’s incred-
ibly important that that is celebrated and 
sustained.

“Today the contribution of the Jewish 
community to the wider community in 
Manchester is very substantial indeed.

Lewis, an MP since 1987, was sacked 
from Jeremy Corbyn’s first shadow cabinet 
last September and he is now a leading crit-
ic of Corbyn. – Jewish Chronicle, London

Revolutionary artificial 
material fits body like a 
glove 
TEL AVIV - A new material not found in 
nature that has unique properties and 
potential applications that require exact fit-
ting on the human body and soft robots has 
been engineered by scientists at Tel Aviv 
University and in the Netherlands.

The great advantage of the meta-material 
is that it can be produced to fit any format. 
In the future, the innovative material could 
be used to build custom-made prostheses 
for amputees as well as other wearable 
technologies that can mould to the body 
exactly; soft robots could also be manufac-
tured from the new material.

“Meta-materials are smart materials en-
gineered by man and not found in nature,” 
said Dr Yair Shokef, head of the research 
group at TAU’s School of Mechanical 
Engineering. “In contrast to the materials 
currently being used whose characteristics 
are determined by their chemical composi-
tion (atoms and molecules), the physical 
properties of meta-materials result from 
their spatial structure.

“Thus,” said Shokef, “the special building 
blocks and how they fit together determine 
the characteristics of the meta-material. In 
the new study, the meta-material we have 
developed are ground-breaking and three-
dimensional rather than cyclical, in which 
the patterns keep repeating themselves.

“All meta-materials developed so far have 
been homogeneous and crafted according 
to one pattern. But we and our colleagues 
in the Netherlands have developed cubical 
building blocks that are hollow, allowing 
flexibility.”

The new meta-material especially inter-
faces with biological surfaces, especially 
the human body, which is not uniform by 
nature. For example, it will be possible in 
future to build prostheses that most accu-
rately suit an amputee’s stump like a glove, 
and improve their feeling and functioning. 
– Jerusalem Post
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Watermelon steak topped with 
chickpea and feta salad
VICKY COHEN AND RUTH FOX

If you’ve never tasted watermelon and feta together before, it may 
sound like a strange combination but give it a taste and you will 
certainly be hooked. It being August, watermelon may be scarce 
unless you pay for imported ones. Yet spring is just weeks away 
and this is something to get excited about. The sweetness of the 
juicy watermelon meets the rich, salty feta creating an explosion of 
flavour on every perfect bite.

Inspired by the traditional Israeli watermelon salad, this recipe 
incorporates protein-rich chickpeas, greens and sweet tomatoes, 
beautifully arranged on top of a thick, slice of watermelon - all 
drizzled with a tangy lemon, mustard and olive oil dressing. 

It’s a light, refreshing addition to a spring or summer brunch, lunch 
or light dinner.

INgREDIENTs:
For the salad:
v 1 small baby watermelon
v  6 romaine lettuce leaves, chopped (you can also use your 

favourite greens)
v  16 red cherry tomatoes, sliced in half
v  6 small yellow tomatoes, quartered
v  1 cup crumbled sheep’s feta cheese (about 6 ounces)
v  1 15-ounce can garbanzo beans
v  1 cup chopped parsley 
v  2 teaspoons sumac

For the dressing:
v  2 tablespoons brown mustard
v  2 tablespoons lemon
v  1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
v  1/8 teaspoon salt

Mouth-watering watermelon steak more than a novelty

Directions:
v  Slice the watermelon into four 1/2-inch rounds and remove 

the rind.
v  Place the rest of the salad ingredients in a large bowl. 

Whisk all dressing ingredients together until well 
incorporated. Add dressing to salad and toss well.

v  Arrange salad on top of each watermelon slice and 

sprinkle with sumac. Serve immediately. (The Nosher via 
JTA)

•  Vicky Cohen and Ruth Fox are sisters who were raised in 
Barcelona, Spain. Their parents are Syrian-Lebanese Jews 
but now live, cook and blog from the East Coast of the US 
about their family recipes and healthy eating.

News

ANT KATZ

Israel’s President Reuven Rivlin addressed an 
Egyptian national day reception hosted by 
Egypt’s Ambassador to Israel Hazem Khairat last 
week: “It has been 37 years since Israel signed its 
peace treaty with Egypt,” said Rivlin. Ever since, 
“Egypt has been a strategic partner in security, 
commerce, and regional co-operation.” 

Modern Egypt is four years younger than 
Israel. The reception was hosted by Ambassador 
Khairat in honour of the Egyptian national day 
commemorating the Egyptian Revolution of 
1952. Also present were Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and his wife Sara.

Rivlin, a seventh-generation Jerusalemite who 
is fluent in Arabic and English and speaks several 
other languages, began his speech in Arabic. 
“It is an honour for me that we are celebrating 
Egypt’s independence together, ‘Om El Donya, 
Mother of the World’. On my own behalf and on 
behalf of all the citizens of the State of Israel, we 
congratulate President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, and 
the Egyptian people.”

Switching to English, the President said - to 
much applause: “Israel stands shoulder to shoul-
der with Egypt in its fight against terror.”

He added: “Human culture as we know it 
would not be the same without Egypt. Egypt’s 
greatness has not remained only in the past. To 
this day your country is a leading force in our 
region, and a truly positive one.” 

Rivlin told the assembled diplomats: “As other 
countries in our region are torn by internal war 
and jihadi terror, Egypt stands out as a pillar of 
stability. Now more than ever, Egypt’s leadership 
is indispensable in the Middle East.”

Rivlin spoke of the importance of standing 
together in the face of the threat of terrorism, 
saying: “I send my own condolences, along with 

the condolences of all Israelis, to all those hurt 
and wounded, and to the families and friends of 
those who were killed by terror this year. May 
you know no more grief.”  The struggle against 
terror, said Rivlin, was one that had to be fought, 
as it was “for the benefit of our entire region and 
for the benefit of humanity itself”.

On the importance of the peace treaty 
between the two countries, Rivlin said that it 
had been 37 years since Israel signed the treaty. 
“Ever since, Egypt has been a strategic partner in 
security, commerce, and regional co-operation,” 
adding that this was “proof of the importance 
and benefits of peace”.

The President expressed his hope for develop-
ing peace and stability in the entire region. “The 
younger generations are looking for develop-
ment and progress in hi-tech, science, and com-
merce. I hope that we can work together to carry 
out these projects for the benefit of all peoples.”

Should the two countries succeed in their cur-
rent initiatives in this regard, said Rivlin, he felt 
that many more international players from the 
Middle East and beyond would join them.

“In this context, I would like to recognise 
the personal commitment of President el-
Sisi to peace, reconciliation, and stability,” 
and added that Israel “deeply appreciates this 
commitment”. 

Israel and Egypt recommit to their 
37-year-old peace treaty

President Reuven Rivlin, right, with Egyptian 
Ambassador Hazem Khairat.
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Offers valid till 10 August ‘16
or  while stocks last

E&OE. IMAGES MAY DIFFER FROM ACTUAL PRODUCT

SONKO
GLUTEN FREE
RICE CAKES

1999
130g

VARIOUS
FLAVOURS

KAHAN’S
CHOCOLATE

POWDER

5999
500g

BOBTAIL
SM/MED ADULT

BBQ & CHICKEN

3999
1.75kg

MANYOTHERIN-STORESPECIALS

BABYJOY PANTS
NAPPIES

SIZE 3 - 64pc
SIZE 4 - 54pc

SIZE 5 - 46pc
SIZE 6 - 40pc

16899
This

weeks
best
buysSNOWSOFT

LUXURY TOILET
TISSUES 2 PLY

3399
9’s

HALVA 
YERUSHALAYIM
VARIOUS FLAVOURS

4799
300g

MONTAGU
CASHEW NUTS

ROASTED & SALTED

20999
1kg

JACK MILNER

The Olympic Games kick off in Rio de Janeiro on Friday and 
there will be quite a few Jewish - or Israeli - participants to 
watch at this year’s event.

Israel is sending its largest contingent ever to this year’s 
Games - at least 47 athletes. Perhaps one of their most 
interesting entries is that of Lonah Chemtai. The 26-year-old 
hails from Kenya and is Israel’s most accomplished female 
long-distance runner. Chemtai managed to get her Israeli 
citizenship just before the deadline and will represent Israel 
in the 3000m hurdles race and in the marathon.

Chemtai arrived in Israel in late 2008 to work as an au pair 
for the children of Kenya’s consul to Israel. Now she is mar-
ried to her Israeli coach, Dan Salpeter, and the couple has a 

six-month-old baby named Roy.
“I am very proud to represent 

Israel and I hope to achieve a new 
personal best time,” Chemtai told 
Reuters.

Her personal best time of two 
hours and 40 minutes for the mar-
athon is relatively slow compared 
with the likes of Paula Radcliffe 
who ran the London Marathon 
in 2:15:25 on April 13, 2003. But 
Dan Salpeter says “a personal best 
in Rio very much depends on the 
conditions, which can change from 
day to day, so it’s hard to know.

“But Lonah still has tremen-
dous potential to improve greatly 
over the next 10 years and even 
beyond.” 

Chemtai is not worried about 
the marathon, which she says “is 
not hard,” but after Rio she plans 
to focus on track events and hopes 
to represent Israel in the 10 000m 
race at the 2020 Tokyo Games.

The Israeli rhythmic gymnastics 
team had a great warm-up for the 
Olympics after winning several 
medals at the World Cup Final in 
Baku, Azerbaijan last weekend. 

Their best performance was 
gold for the ribbons event. Israel 
also took gold for this event at the 
European Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Championships earlier in July. 

In addition, the team won silver 
in the group all-round category.

Veteran gymnast Neta Rivkin 
won bronze during the individual 
ball event. Rivkin will be the Israeli 
flag-bearer at the opening ceremo-
ny of the Olympics. This will be her 
third Games as she competed in 
both London and Beijing.

“My ambition is to win an 
Olympic medal. All my efforts are 
currently focused on doing my 
absolute utmost to do the very 

best at the Olympics,” said Rivkin.
From 1992 to 2008 Israeli athletes have won medals in 

every Olympic Games, but, at the London 2012 Games, the 
team came home empty-handed, so hopes are high this time.

The US is sending a team off 555 athletes and there are 
high hopes for seven Jewish participants. 

Topping the field is gymnast Aly Raisman who was the 
toast of the Games in London. She won a floor gymnastics 
gold medal while performing to Hava Nagila.

Raisman noted the 40th anniversary of the massacre of 
11 Israelis at the 1972 Munich Games to reporters after her 
performance, an event the IOC declined to recognise. 

Rugby players Zack Test and Nate Ebner were mentioned 
in a previous article. Ebner will be the first-ever NFL player 
to make a US Olympic team.

Swimmer Anthony Ervin was born to an Ashkenazi Jewish 
mother and a father with both African-American and Native 
American heritage. 

After winning gold in the 50m freestyle at the 2000 
Olympics at age 19, Ervin felt burned out. He quit swimming 
in 2003 and spent his 20s experimenting with drugs, playing 
guitar and teaching the sport in Brooklyn. 

He nearly committed suicide by overdosing on the medica-
tion he takes for his Tourette’s Syndrome. In an even more 
symbolic split from swimming, Ervin auctioned off his gold 
medal for $17 000 (around R250 000) and donated the 
money to the Tsunami Relief Fund.

Remarkably he made a comeback at the 2012 Olym-
pics, placing fifth in the 50m freestyle. He called his latest 
Olympic trials his best ever and qualified for both the 50m 
freestyle and the 4×100m freestyle relay in Rio.

Not many athletes stay in peak shape long enough to 
participate in an Olympics at 39, but Merrill Moses, a water 
polo veteran of the 2008 and 2012 Olympics - will do just 
that when he celebrates his birthday in the middle of the Rio 
Games.

Moses will likely be in the starting line-up for his third 
straight Olympics. 

Eli Dershwitz 20, is studying at Harvard. He is one of two 
sabre fencers in the US team. His performance at the Fenc-
ing World Cup in February helped the US team gain the No 1 
world ranking. He is considered a serious medal contender. 

Monica Rokhman, 19, is the daughter of Russian-Jewish 
immigrants and is a rising star in rhythmic gymnastics. 

Keep an eye on the Jewish Olympic brigade

Kenyan-Born Lonah Chemtai will represent Israel in the 
Olympic Games marathon.
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all bookings via our website at www.limmud.co.za

top five 
things 
to know 
aBout 
limmud
Learning

1 Everyone should be a student and 
anyone can be a teacher. Learning 

changes people, inspires action and 
opens new worlds.

diVersity

2 We value choice in form, content 
and style in our programmes. We 

value the rich diversity among Jews, 
and so we seek to create cross-com-
munal and inter-generational experi-
ences.

enabLing ConneCtions

3 We aim to create opportunities 
for communities and individuals to 

connect.

partiCipation

4 Volunteering one’s time is a key 
feature of almost everything we 

do. no matter how small the contri-
bution, we encourage participants to 
take an active part in all aspects of our 
conferences.

reLigious obserVanCe

5 Shabbat and kashrut are observed 
in all public areas. We recognise 

that in private areas, people will be-
have as they wish. Should participants 
wish to hold a prayer group, they 
may do so providing they supply all 
resources and are responsible for the 
session or prayer group in its entirety.

just some of the great highlights of  limmud 2016

a  jam-packed feast of Jewish  learning, culture and fun

noah eFron, israel
Writer and political pundit

Straight talker Noah Efron hosts “The Promised Podcast” on 
TLV1 Radio in Tel Aviv. When not shooting from the hip, he 
chairs the Program on Science, Technology & Society at Bar 
Ilan University. 

He was a founder of the “Green Movement” political party 
and served on the Tel Aviv-Jaffa City Council. He’s written three 
books and many essays on the intertwine of Judaism, science, 
technology and politics.  

He will present on Bursting the Tel Aviv bubble: How the Left 
lost Israel and How We Can Win It Back, Technology and the 
Jewish Question and Why Jews won so many Nobel Prizes in 
the Past (and why we might not in the future).

Laura Janner-KLausner, uK
Rabbi and social justice campaigner

Laura Janner-Klausner is the first person to be appointed 
Senior Rabbi to the Movement for Reform Judaism in the United 
Kingdom. She was active in the Remain campaign and issued a 
warning with other faith leaders against BREXIT. She is outspoken 
on the challenges faced by asylum seekers in Europe. 

She is a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4’s ‘Thought for 
the Day’ and BBC One’s ‘The Big Questions’ series of  

moral, ethical and religious debates and makes regular 
appearances on other programmes.

Sessions include Jews and Muslims, Starting Difficult 
Conversations; Losing it – Judaism and Dementia, 
and LGB & T, as a parent of a gender queer person.

      starting difficult conversations       shooting from the hip aBout israel

South Africa

daVid woLpe 
united states
Rabbi, public intellectual

David Wolpe has been named the 
‘most influential Rabbi in America’ 
by Newsweek Magazine and one 
of the ‘50 most influential Jews in 
the World’ by the Jerusalem Post. 

David is the Rabbi of Sinai Temple 
in Los Angeles. He has debated 
with Christopher Hitchens, Richard 
Dawkins and  
 

Sam Harris  about faith and God. 
He is also Kirk Douglas’ Rabbi. 

Wolpe will also present on his 
personal battles in having to beat 
both a brain tumour and  
non-Hodgkins Lymphoma.  

He is the author of eight books, 
including the national bestseller 
‘Making Loss Matter: Creating 
Meaning in Difficult Times’. His new 
book is titled ‘David, the Divided 
Heart’ and has been optioned for a 
movie by Warner Bros.

     america’s most influential raBBi
Jonathan sarna
united states
Historian of US Judaism

Renowned “rock star Jewish histo-
rian” Jonathan D. Sarna is author or 
editor of more than thirty books on 
American Jewish history and life. 

His American Judaism: A Histo-
ry won six awards including the 2004 
‘Everett Jewish Book of the Year 
Award’ from the Jewish Book Council. 
He is the Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun 
Professor of American Jewish History 

at Brandeis University, and chairs its 
Hornstein Jewish Professional Leader-
ship Program. 

His most recent books are When 
General Grant Expelled the Jews 
and Lincoln & the Jews: A History. 

“Sarna is more than a walking ency-
clopaedia of the American Jewish ex-
perience. He is a part of what makes 
American Jewish history vibrant and 
vital”-Jewish Daily Forward.
• Visit made possible by the Kaplan 
Centre for Jewish studies and research at 
the university of Cape town

    the rock star of Jewish historY
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history
• Jews, Pirates, Rebellion and Empire 
• Surviving Stalin: A Personal Account 

of Escaping the Gulag 
• Jewish Women Photographers: a 

Great Jewish Story Barely Told? 
• Shabbat in Sherwood Forest - 

Medieval Outlaws and the Jewish 
Question

shoa
• Holocaust Memory in Poland: 

Documentary Films and Digital 
Technologies 

• Holocaust Poetry
• Jews, the Holocaust and Apartheid 
• Imagining the Unimaginable:Elie 

Wiesel and me

text
• Sex and Death - the Real Meaning of 

the Adam and Eve Story 
• “I Will Be that which I Will Be”: 

Conceptualising the Divine 
• Where Did our Prayers Come From?
• How can Judaism Help Us Solve 

Modern Ethical Dilemmas? 

tiKun oLam
• Who Said Repairing the World is a 

Jewish Concept? 
• Jewish Mamas in the Townships 
• Whiteness in Post  Apartheid South 

Africa 
• How to Be the Change You Want to 

See in the World 
• Spotlight on Abuse in the Jewish 

Community: A Survivor Speaks 

arts and CuLture
• What War Zone? Stand-Up Comedy 

Show   
• Streisand, Singer and Song: Playing 

with Gender in Yentl the Yeshiva Boy 
• Spoken Word Activism - Using Poetry 

as a Tool for Social Justice and 
Change 

• I’m an Author; What’s Your 
Superpower? 

• Making Beautiful Noise Together: An 
Improvisational Song Workshop 

paneLs
• America Decides - The 2016 Elections 
• Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary 

Things 
• Tertiary Education - Home or Abroad?
• State of the Nation 
• Start-Up Session: Entrepreneurs 

Speak

israeL
• Israel and Africa in 2016: Neighbours 

with Huge Potential 
• If Not a Two-State Solution, Then 

What? If Not Now, Then When? 
• Israel-Palestine Conflict Simulation
• Twelve Good Reasons to Believe in 

Israel’s Future 

a taste of 
a few of 
the rest of 
our Best

some highlights of  limmud 2016

CaroLine rothstein, usa
Performer and body positive activist 

caroline rothstein is a writer and performer, as 
well as a longtime activist for body empowerment.  
She is a rising star who doesn’t shy away from top-
ics others find taboo and in sharing her personal 
story (“unfiltered, unabashed and unashamed”), 

she empowers individuals to embrace self-confi-
dence and authenticity. 

For over a decade, caroline has been spreading 
her message at colleges, schools and performance 
venues worldwide, encouraging her audiences to 
find strength in their own vulnerability, and em-
bracing the power of their own story and voice. 

 Her work has appeared in BuzzFeed, narratively, 

and The Forward, and her Youtube video ‘Fat is 
Not a Feeling’ has racked-up an impressive viewer-
ship of over 2 million.  Even Lady Gaga is a fan of 
this hugely talented writer, performer and activist.

 caroline’s sessions include, “A Letter from my 
Judaism to my Body”, “Spoken Word Activism”, and 
an interactive writing and performative workshop 
on “Jewish Identity and Body Image”.

   fat is not a feeling
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sara hirsChorn, uK
Israel Studies pioneer, columnist

Sara Hirschhorn is a research Lecturer as well 
as a Sidney Brichto fellow in Israel Studies at 
oxford University. Her main areas of focus 
are the Israeli settler movement, the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and diaspora-Israel relations.

Sara is a public speaker, media commen-
tator and columnist on Jewish/Israel affairs, 
with work published in the new York Times, 
Haaretz (where she is a regular op-ed colum-
nist), BBc, Times of Israel and others.

“City on a Hilltop: American Jews and the 
Israeli Settler Movement Since 1967”, her 
forthcoming book, presents the first known 
attempt to draw up a comprehensive demo-
graphic profile of Americans within the Israeli 
settler movement.

Her sessions include Myth and Memory in 
Mandate Palestine, How to solve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in 60 minutes or less, and The  
Unsettled Question: The History of the Politics 
of the Israeli Settler Movement since 1967.

Joe woLFson, israel
Rabbi and philosopher

Joe Wolfson  is a dynamic modern ortho-
dox rabbi and Jewish educator, originally 
from the UK, who has spent most of the last 
decade in Israel and is currently heading 
the Jewish Learning Initiative at new York 
University.

His academic background is in political 
philosophy and he has a strong online pres-
ence, both of which add to his virtuosity as a 
contemporary educator.

From Sydney to new York, throughout 
the UK and Israel, and with popular classes 
offered worldwide through his website, Joe 
Wolfson has garnered a great reputation and 
is one teacher you do not want to miss when 
he presents at Limmud SA 2016.

 Sessions include Jonah, Nineveh and the 
Positive Hypocrisy of Repentance, The Two 
Goats of Yom Kippur as Two Models of Teshu-
va, and  The First King’s Last Night: Saul and 
the Witch of Ein Dor.

nir boms, israel
Counter-terrorism expert

Nir Boms is a counter-terrorism expert and a 
research fellow at the Moshe Dayan Centre 
of Tel Aviv University and at the International 
Centre for Counter Terrorism. 

He co-founded CyberDissidents.org – a 
network of Middle East bloggers that focuses 
on freedom of expression and the promo-
tion of dialogue in the region, while his 
recent book Expat-ing Democracy focuses 
on technology and political discourse in the 
Middle East. He is fluent in Hebrew, English 
and Arabic.

 Nir will present on Technology and the Dem-
ocratic Revolution; The Case of Humanitarian 
Diplomacy in Syria; What do Arabs Want?  
Unconventional Wisdom from Middle East 
Public Polling, and Israel in the Post Arab 
Spring Era.

     the 60 minute solution    hYpocrisY of repentance     israel after araB spring

register today at
www.limmud.org.za

South Africa

register today at 
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