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SATURDAY NIGHT OPENING
LINE UP ONLINE
SINAI-INDABA.CO.ZA

SANDTON CONVENTION CENTRE

pLZ I DR EFRAIM ZUROFF
NAZI HUNTING

An account of the continuing efforts to bring
Holocaust perpetrators to justice all over
the world, including the rationale behind
these efforts, and an inside look at how
Nazis are caught. The talk also examines
the obstacles that have to be overcome to
put Nazis on trial more than 70 years after
their crimes - as reflected in the cases of
“Operation Last Chance", a special project to
locate, and facilitate the prosecution of, Nazi
war criminals.

k¥ ELLI RABBI MORDECHAI BECHER MIRIAM KOSMAN

FROM CAIRO TO CAMBRIDGE: HIDDEN TREASURES FROM THE
CAIRO GNIZA

A Cambridge University professor returned
from a trip to Cairo with a trove of 200,000
manuscripts spanning over a thousand years
of Jewish history. This historic find gives us
an intimate look at the lives of Jews of the
Mediterranean since the 10th Century. We
will hear the music they played, see their
business contracts, read their poems and
correspondence and look into the classrooms
of their children. What did Maimonides have
for dessert? What did women insist on
putting into their marriage contracts? What
pictures did children draw in their books?

p¥2 LB RABBI YITZCHAK DAVID GROSMAN RABBI SHAIS TAUB RABBI DR TZVI HERSH WEINREB

STORY OF A DEDICATED LIFE

He has built a city from the ground up,
transformed the lives of thousands of at-risk
children, mediated a skirmish in a New York
Knicks game at Madison Square Garden,
hosted an entire brigade of IDF paratroopers
in the midst of the 2006 Lebanon war,
revolutionised Israel's prison rehabilitation
system, and won just about every national
prize there is. Hear the story of a true Israeli
folk hero.

b LI LUNCH

REBBETZIN TZIPORAH HELLER
HAR NOF, HARDSHIP AND HEROISM

A talk that will take you to the moments

in which ordinary people like you had their
lives changed forever. Rebbetzin Tziporah
Heller - whose own grandson and son-in-
law were caught up in last year's Har Nof
attack - believes their responses can change
your life. A talk that will open up an entirely
new perspective on life and death, fear and
courage, and trust in G-d.

IT'S AMAN'S WORLD BUT MAYBE IT SHOULD BE A WOMAN'S?

Discussions about gender in Judaism tend to
devolve into either elaborate apologetics or
calls for reformation. Kosman presents a new
paradigm: in which male and female are seen
as archetypal, elemental, intrinsic forces in the
world - both of which are present in men and
women. Understanding these cosmic forces
can have very real-life implications for own
interpersonal relationships, marriages and
relationship with G-d.

MAPPING THE TANYA

The Tanya, written in the late 1700s, is the
foundational Hasidic spiritual text, and a
classic of Kabbalistic thought and practice.

In this talk, Rabbi Shais Taub —a modern-day
expert on Tanya - takes us on a metaphysical
journey into applied mysticism and what

he terms the "psychology of the soul”. His
primary aim is to demystify this most mystical
of texts, sharing practical tools, and exploring
notions such as personal development, human
perfection, internal conflict, and the difference
between who we are and what we do.

RABBI SHAIS TAUB

MY NAME IS... AND | AM A HUMAN BEING: UNLOCKING
YOUR EMOTIONAL SOBRIETY

The principles of recovery from addiction
are available to everyone as tools for
spiritual development. In particular, these
faith-based techniques can teach us: how
to free ourselves from negative thought
and behavioural patterns; what to do about
unhealthy attachments and relationships
that we are “hooked on", and how to bond
with others in a healthy manner (without
being controlling or manipulative); and
how to focus our energy in productive
ways, taking control of our lives and our
decisions.

HB PROGRAMME 21 JUNE

RABBI DR TZVI HERSH WEINREB
DAF YOMI WITH THE EDITOR

An in-depth Gemara shiur, covering the
day's daf in Tractate Nedarim, presented
by the editor-in-chief of the Koren Talmud
Bavli.

ALEX CLARE & YONATAN RAZEL RABBI DONIEL K

NEVER TOO LATE: THE ALEX CLARE STORY | CLARE
MASTERCLASS: MY LIFE IN MUSIC | RAZEL

What does it take to stay true to Torah values in the world of rock-
and-roll superstardom? And what sacrifices need to be made along
the way? This is the Alex Clare story.

Multi-talented, multi-faceted, a deep, sensitive soul who has
penned any number of instant classics - this year, Yonatan Razel
will take you behind the music.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND MENACHEM MENDEL OF KOTZK:
TRANSFORMING PSYCHOLOGICAL FAULTS INTO SPIRITUAL
STRENGTHS

One was the greatest-ever U.S. President.
The other was a Chassidic Rebbe in a tiny
town in Poland. But they lived at the exact
same time in history, and had much else in
common. Both struggled with melancholy,
both preached radical honesty, and

both were religious men, though in very
different ways. What can we learn from
them today?

MIND-HACKING: A MASTER CLASS IN JEWISH MEDITATION,
CONSCIOUSNESS AND CONNECTING MIND & HEART, BODY
& SOUL

For the first time ever in South Africa,
Rabbi Doniel Katz will present a taste of
his famous Elevation Seminar

This astonishing two-hour intensive
workshop will deconstruct human
consciousness from a Kabbalistic
perspective, teaching you ancient Torah
techniques to radically increase your
powers of concentration, creativity and
emotional control.

Not just a class, but a transformative
experience for your heart, mind

and soul.

pEL CHIEF RABBI DAVID LAU & CHIEF RABBI WARREN GOLDSTEIN REBBETZIN TZIPORAH HELLER RABBI MORDECHAI BECHER CLARE | RAZEL | GROSSMAN

LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP

Join two Chief Rabbis in
conversation as they draw
on their extensive and varied
experiences as leaders to
share not only philosophical,
but also practical insights
into leadership. What is
leadership? What makes a
good leader? How does a
leader address conflicting
demands and expectations
whilst staying true to ideals
and values?

THE BALANCING ACT: HOW TO BRING THE POWER AND
PASSION OF TORAH INTO OUR HOMES, OUR CHILDREN - AND
OURSELVES

The lives we lead are full of paradox — one role
calls on us to do and be one thing, another
asks us to do and be something entirely
different. Often there is conflict and tension.
We find ourselves thinking, “How much of me
is really me"? This is especially true of our
lives as parents — which require us to balance
so many conflicting ideals and roles. Drawing
on the depth, sophistication and compassion
the classical Jewish sources offer, this talk
will give you practical tools to create harmony
in your life and help you balance your inner
world with your daily roles and responsibilities.

THE SOUL'S SEARCH FOR G-D: KABBALAH, SCIENCE, SOCI-
OLOGY AND CRICKET

What do the desire for companionship,
the scientific search for understanding
the universe, and a seat at the MCG, the
“Coliseum of Cricket", have in common?
Join Rabbi Becher on a journey through
the cosmos as explores the mystical
Jewish teachings that unite sociology,
science, kabbalah and yes, cricket, and
which provide tools for living a happier,
more meaningful life. This class will
answer some of life's most important
questions (unfortunately, “why hasn't
South Africa won a world cup?” isn't one
of them).

Exclusively for high school students
Entry is free but limited

BOOK NOW
sinai-indaba.co.za

pEXVV HELLER, WEINREB & TAUB SAUL BLINKOFF SINAINEXT DR EFRAIM ZUROFF RABBI YITZCHAK DAVID GROSMAN

RELATIONSHIP ESSENTIALS

Everyone wants it to work!
Even so, our relationships
need more than good
intentions to realise

the dream we started
out with. Fortunately,
Torah wisdom gives us
practical, workable tools
to establish flourishing
relationships. This talk
from three acknowledged
experts in the field - each
with a unique vantage
point — will change the
way you approach your
relationships.

MY DISNEY TALE. COLOURING OUTSIDE THE LINES

Inspiring Disney animator and director Saul
Blinkoff began his career working on the hit
films, Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame, Mulan and Tarzan, and went on to
direct contemporary Disney favourites such
as Kronk's New Groove, Winnie the Pooh and
Doc McStuffins. In between, he embarked on a
journey in search of his Jewish identity, finding
clarity amidst the animania and serenity
amidst the looney tunes. In the process, he not
only awakened his own inner self, but raised
his Hollywood career to new heights. Hear all
about Blinkoff's personal Disney tale.

THE NEW ANTI-SEMITISM: HOLOCAUST DISTORTION AND
THE REWRITING OF HISTORY

The fall of the Soviet Union meant
freedom for the Baltics and the first
opportunity to deal honestly with their
extensive collaboration with the Nazis

in the murder of their Jewish fellow
citizens. Instead, these new democracies
- led by Lithuania - are trying to rewrite
the narrative of World War Il and the
Holocaust to hide their complicity and
promote the canard of equivalency
between Communist and Nazi crimes.
Hear how this dangerous revisionism
threatens the very historical foundations
of the Shoah, and undermines decades of
Holocaust research and education.
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16 U CHIEF RABBI DAVID LAU RABBI DR TZVI HERSH WEINREB SINAI NEXT RABBI DONIEL KATZ MIRIAM KOSMAN

In an exclusive Q&A session, feel free to ask
Israel’s Chief Rabbi any questions on your
mind. Tweet or Facebook your questions.
#AskTheChiefRabbi

pYR: I CLOSING CONCERT

YONATAN RAZEL & ALEX CLARE LIVE

WHAT PARENTS AND CHILDREN CAN LEARN
FROM EACH OTHER

Parents have a great deal to teach children.
That's obvious. But children have a lot to teach
parents! In this talk Rabbi Weinreb draws

from his deep Torah scholarship and years of
experience as a psychologist and parent.

SELF-LOVE AND JEWISH UNITY

Jewish unity is more than just a heart-
warming ideal - it is a cosmic imperative
on which the destiny of the world depends.
Yet despite our desire for all Jews,
regardless of our differences, to coexist

in love, tolerance and respect for one
another, let's be honest - it rarely happens.
This session will cut to the core of this
challenge, exploring it from a mystical and
psychological perspective, and illuminating
anew path towards unity.

POETRY IN THE TRENCHES

This lecture explores four different
approaches to the body/soul dichotomy,
and describes how and why our day-to-day
acts are the most potent expression of our
spirituality.
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Three murdered Israeli boys
remembered on Unity Day

Thousands commemorated the
first anniversary of the kidnapping
and murder of three Israeli boys
near Gush Etzion by Palestinian
terrorists.

n her up.

Citing Talmud, Dr Ruth
questions sexual consent

Dr Ruth, the octogenarian sex
therapist and TV host, has

been called out for her recent
comments about sexual consent
- and using the Talmud to back

south african e
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Auschwitz message echoes:

‘Never again’

Back from a Mizrachi tour to
Poland, Dina Diamond recalls
the emotions kindled by a visit
to Auschwitz. She calls it a ‘life-
changing’ experience.
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omrades

Over the years, Jewish runners have taken the gruelling Comrades Marathon to heart and have regularly accepted the challenge of, probably, the most
taxing ultra-marathon in the world. This year - the 90th Comrades - was the “up” run, from Durban to Pietermaritzburg, at a distance of 87,72 km.
Those who watched some 16 584 athletes battle it out last Sunday, involuntarily became part of the challenge, with the message of “comradeship” for
a unifying day in South Africa’s history. Chabad Uhmlanga, headed up by Rabbi Shlomo Wainer, has been very active in supporting Jewish Comrades
runners over the years, both physically and spiritually. Chabad’s representatives again stationed themselves at Camperdown, 63 km into the race.
Moshe Reuven Schneider is pictured here laying tefillin on runner Rob Firer. For the first time in 23 years, two South Africans won the race. Gift
Kelehe, whose older brother Andrew won in 2001, crossed the finish line of the men’s race first with a time of 05:38:36. Caroline Wostmann won the
women’s race in a time of 06:12:22. See pages 8 and 14.

Not your common garden
variety chazzanut

Cantor Elton Krawitz has put a
new slant on Jewish liturgical
music. It’s still chazzanut - but
with a difference.

YOURKEY TO SUCCESS IN

R3 600 000

Norwood, Orchards, Oaklands and Surrounds

R1 950 000 R1 200 000

For exceptional marketing, unparalleled service and positive results call Zipporah and Gary FIRZT!
Zippoarah Benn 082 302 1017 | zipporah@firzt.co.za - Gary Jerrard 076 033 0440 | gary@firzt.co.za

Rabbi Riskin’s ‘African
conversions’ leave AJC in

apickle

Rabbi Reuven Riskin is at the
centre of a big AJC problem,
having controversially conducted
mass conversions on black groups

claiming they’re Jewish. m

0117310300
www.firzt.co.za
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Cloud, fire and trumpets

Parshat Beha’alotcha

Rabbi Malcolm Matitiani
Cape Town Progressive
Jewish Congregation
Green Point

This week’s parsha (the third of the Book
of Numbers) relates that as soon as the
Mishkan was completed, a cloud symbolising
G-d’s presence covered the sanctuary during
the day, taking the form of fire at night.
When the cloud lifted, the Israelites broke
camp and proceeded on their march through
the wilderness. When the cloud rested, the
Israelites took it as a sign to make camp.
Thus the Israelites encamped and set out
at G-d’s command, conveyed through the
sign of the cloud. The cloud and fire were a
source of comfort for the Israelites, convey-
ing the idea that G-d was constantly in their
midst.
G-d then instructs Moses to manufacture
two silver trumpets, fashioning them of

one piece, hammering them into shape (the
menorah was made using the same method
from one piece of gold).

The trumpets were blown by the kohanim
to summon the chieftains of the tribes to
the tent of meeting, to summon the whole
community, or to signal the camp to begin
its march. The Torah describes in detail
how the trumpets are to be blown for each
purpose.

The kohanim are also instructed to sound
the trumpets at a time of war when Israel
was attacked by her enemies, as a rallying
cry so that G-d would deliver them. The
trumpets were also to be blown on chagim
and Rosh Chodesh during the offering of
the sacrifices as a reminder to the People of
Israel before G-d.

Thus the cloud that hovered over the
mishkan was a visual reminder and the
silver trumpets were an auditory reminder
of G-d’s eternal presence. It is noteworthy
that the anan kavod, “the cloud of glory”,
no longer features as a symbol in rabbinic

Judaism, whereas the sound of the trumpet,
in the form of kol shofar, “the sound of the
shofar”, is the quintessential symbol of the
Yamim Nora'im, “the Days of Awe”.

The sound of the shofar evokes images
of a coronation: the crowning of G-d as the
Sovereign of the universe. It also reminds
us of our obligation to repent for our
transgressions, and it is a reminder of the
Divine promise made to Abraham on Mount
Moriah.

Thus the sound of the shofar is a symbol
of G-d and our obligation to cultivate the
Divine within ourselves. It is sound, rather
than physical image which best conforms to
the Jewish understanding that the Divine is
incorporeal.

But more than the sound of the shofar,
the sound of the spoken word represents
the creative process, which is the very es-
sence of the Divine: “G-d said, ‘Let there
be light’; and there was light,” etc (Genesis
1). The gift of speech enables us to emulate
G-d’s creativity but if abused, the words we

More news on our website www.sajr.co.za

utter can have disastrous effects, creating
negative realities which destroy the human
spirit.

The holiness of the spoken word is reflect-
ed in the berachah we recite every morning
before the Pesukei d’Zimra: Baruch she’amar
ve’haya ha-olam, baruch hu... “Blessed is
the One who spoke and the world came into
being...”

Only when the words we speak emulate
the positive connotations of the shofar, will
the cloud of glory descend upon us.

Shabbat Times
June 5/ 18 Sivan
June 6 / 19 Sivan
Parshat Beha’alotcha
17:05 17:56 Johannesburg
17:27 18:21 Cape Town
16:46 17:38 Durban
17:06 17:59 Bloemfontein
16:58 17:52 Port Elizabeth
16:51 17:45 East London
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To find out about growth prospects for South African businesses,
read the Grant Thornton International Business Report (IBR) which provides insight into
the views and expectations of more than a thousand South African businesses each
year. We are Grant Thornton and we help our clients understand the issues that impact
on their business decisions. Contact us to help unlock your potential for growth.

To access the latest Grant Thornton IBR go to
www.gt.co.za

° GrantThornton

An instinct for growth’

Audit ¢ Tax * Advisory

www.gt.co.za
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another’s acts or omissions. Please see www.gt.co.za for further details.

KEEPING MILK FRESH WITHOUT ELECTRICITY
TEL AVIV - For more than 1,5 billion people without
adequate access to electricity around the world,
keeping milk fresh is a Sisyphean battle. But new re-
search by Israeli researchers show that short-pulsed
electric fields can be used to kill milk-contaminating
bacteria and could make storing milk outside the
refrigerator possible. Through a process called elec-
troporation, bacterial cell membranes are selectively
damaged. According to lead investigator Dr Alexander
Golberg, of Tel Aviv University’s Porter School of
Environmental Studies, applying this electroporation
process intermittently prevents bacteria proliferation
in stored milk, potentially increasing its shelf life.
The energy required can come from conventional
sources or from the sun. The technology is three
times more energy-efficient than boiling and almost
twice as energy efficient as refrigeration. - Israel 21¢

JEWS AND MUSLIMS IN PRAYER TOGETHER

LOS ANGELES - On a quiet California morning in May,
a group of Jews and Muslims came together on a
Los Angeles beach to pray.

The worshippers laid out prayer mats and the
sounds of their chanting, in both Hebrew and Arabic,
mingled with the crashing of the waves.

“We were just so surprised that we could do
this together and it's very similar,” said participant
Maryam Saleemi. “It was kind of like an ‘aha mo-
ment’ that we’re praying to the same G-d, why aren’t
we doing this all the time together?”

The day of joint prayer was part of an initiative
called Two Faiths One Prayer, which guided the
group of 20 Muslims and Jews to five different public
spaces across the city on May 3.

At the Los Angeles City Hall, the group was joined
by about 60 to 70 others for an extraordinary joint
prayer session. It was followed by a dinner where
Muslims recited their night-time prayer, or Isha, and
Jews recited liturgical poetry, called Piyyutim.

The event was organised by New Ground, an inter-
faith organisation that focuses on strengthening the
bonds between Muslims and Jews. - Huffington Post
PROTESTERS PREVENT MASS IN KING DAVID’S
TOMB
JERUSALEM - Hundreds of Jews, led by Breslov
activist Rabbi Shalom Arush, barricaded themselves
inside the lower hall of King David’s tomb on Mount
Zion last Sunday morning to prevent a Christian Mass
ceremony that was scheduled to take place there.

The lower hall is used as a Jewish prayer hall.
The Greek Orthodox Christians were forced to
move their prayers to the Cenacle, the upper room
above the tomb, where they believe the “Last Sup-

per” was held - Jewish Press

WOMAN WINS DAMAGES BECAUSE OF SHABBAT
DISCRIMINATION

MANCHESTER - A Jewish woman has been awarded
more than £16 000 (R298 300) in damages by an
employment tribunal after being rejected for a job
because she would not work on Shabbat.

Aurelie Fhima said her application to work at a
Manchester-based car rental firm was turned down
after she revealed she was Shabbat observant and
could not work on Saturdays.

According to the Manchester Evening News, the
company told her she had not got the job because:
“We are still looking for people who are flexible
enough to work Saturdays.”

Fhima asked the firm to review its decision and
started legal action when it refused, claiming indirect
discrimination on grounds of religion.

Tribunal judges found in her favour, awarding
almost £8 000 for loss of earnings, £7 500 for injury
to feelings and £1 200 in costs. - Manchester Even-
ing News

A LESSON IN RESPECT FOR BUS ABUSER
SYDNEY - The circle has been closed on a bus
incident last year which saw young Jewish students
travelling home from school subjected to anti-Semitic
taunts by six drunken teenagers.

One of the offenders was ordered to participate
in a youth justice conference in December last year,
where he came face-to-face with a 12-year-old
female victim of the abuse and her parents.

The teenager was among six boys who had
boarded the bus at Queens Park and started abusing
learners from Mount Sinai College, Moriah College
and Emanuel School.

According to reports, they yelled “Heil Hitler” and
threatened to slit the learners’ throats.

A course of action for the offender included a
guided two-hour tour of the Sydney Jewish Museum
in January, where he met a Holocaust survivor, and
enrolment in the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies’
“Respect, Understanding, Acceptance” harmony
programme for schools, which he participated in last
week. - Australian Jewish News
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TAKING ISSUE

Geoff Sifrin

After last week’s contemptuous behaviour
of President Jacob Zuma in Parliament, it is
sobering to remember that this man was a
key figure in the Moral Regeneration Move-
ment when Nelson Mandela was alive. Hard
to believe, but true.

Zuma scolded South Africans last week
as if he were talking to children, about
the proper pronunciation of Nkandla
- “Nkhaaandla”. Then he giggled at be-
ing absolved by his police minister from
repaying any state money spent upgrading
his private homestead - with its swimming
pool, visitors’ centre, cattle kraal and other
features defined as “security” necessities -
R246 million and growing. This scandal will
symbolise his legacy.

In 1998 Mandela addressed a Moral
Regeneration Summit convened with the
National Religious Leaders Forum. He said:
“The symptoms of our spiritual malaise...
include the extent of corruption... where
office and positions of responsibility are
treated as opportunities for self-enrich-
ment...”

The summit included a code of conduct
for “persons in positions of responsibility”,
concentrating on integrity. After the 1999
election, Thabo Mbeki became president
and his new deputy president, Jacob Zuma,
was allocated responsibility for pursuing
a moral initiative between religious and
political leaders. In 2002 the Moral Regen-

Opinion and Analysis

Our giggling president shames South Africa

eration Movement was officially launched
under Zuma’s patronage.

South Africans can count many huge suc-
cesses since the end of apartheid, including
the maintenance of a vigorous democracy.
We have reason for pride. However, Man-
dela’s hope for moral regeneration has not
been realised when it comes to corruption,
which seems to have washed through every
fibre of our society.

South Africa is a religious nation, which
is why Mandela and other leading political
figures at the time hoped that a partnership
with the faith communities’ leaders could
turn things around, based on tenets of hon-
esty and integrity.

The vast majority of South Africans are
Christian - 74,1 per cent of the population
according to the 1996 National Census,
followed by much smaller communities of
Muslims, Hindus and Jews.

Other religions are also to be found, such
as small groups of Buddhists and Baha’is.
The influence of African Traditional Reli-
gion is strongly felt in many black church
communities.

But today the voice of the religious sec-
tor is not heard with the insistence it was
then. Politicians and faith leaders seem
to have largely gone their separate ways.
One does hear occasional expressions of
protest about national crises from figures
such as the Rhema Church’s Ray McCauley,
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, Chief
Rabbi Warren Goldstein and some others,
but it’s more like random potshots than a
focused strategy.

Maybe it’s time for another Moral Sum-
mit? Would religious leaders of sufficient

gravitas come together in numbers to call

the politicians to account? Could they find
a common voice in the absence of a leader
like Mandela?

Within the ANC there are still many good
people. Why are they silent as their presi-
dent embarrasses the country they fought
for? One of the encouraging things that is
happening - perhaps Zuma’s performance
will accelerate it - is that increasingly,
members of the old guard of anti-apartheid
activists and intellectuals are coming out
of the woodwork and condemning the ANC
for what it has become - a disgrace to its
former self.

But a new generation of activists is
needed who will call things as they see them
and have the energy to change them for the
better.

South Africans no longer bask in the glow
of the Mandela days. Their image has been
soiled by things like corruption, xenophobic
attacks on foreigners, Eskom’s inability to
keep the lights on, and other events that
would have made Madiba roll his eyes in
shame.

The evolving Fifa corruption scandal
looks like it might be another stain.

Our giggling president of today is a cari-
cature - a far cry from the Moral Regenera-
tion Movement.

It is up to South Africans on their own
now to steer this rudderless ship into better
waters before it really hits the rocks. There
will not be another Mandela. To our credit,
we have strong tools to draw on, including
a vigorously free press which reports widely
on corruption, and the fact that large parts
of our citizenry are outraged by it.
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World News in Brief

IS-affiliated group
threatens attack on Eilat

EILAT - A Sinai-based affiliate of the Islamic State
terror group warned last Thursday that the Israeli
resort town of Eilat could expect a barrage of missiles
in the coming days.

The threat was issued on a Facebook account
associated with Wilayat Sinai, an organisation
previously known as Ansar Bait al-Maqdis, which
swore allegiance to Islamic State last November. Most
of its attacks have been directed at Egyptian military
forces in Sinai, although it has repeatedly fired rockets
on Eilat and on the nearby Jordanian town of Agaba.

On Thursday, the terror group called on Egyptians to
join its ranks and help it wrest Sinai from the Egyptian
regime. It also criticised the Hamas terror group for
“abandoning the fight against the Jews”. (JNS.org)

Hamas paves road for
Israel attack

JERUSALEM - Former Hamas interior minister Fathi
Hammad admitted last Saturday that the Palestinian
terrorist group had been paving a new road near the
Israeli border with northern Gaza.

According to Hammad, the road, located southeast
of Kibbutz Nahal Oz, was intended for the use of
Hamas’s Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades in future
conflicts with Israel.

“The road has been secretly built under heavy
security and will be used when the time is right for us
to launch an attack against our enemy,” Hammad said
during a speech in Khan Younis.

“The Zionist occupier will be surprised at Izzedine
al-Qassam Brigades’ capabilities in the next military
confrontation,” he added. (JNS.org)

Three murdered Israeli boys
remembered on Unity Day

MICHAEL BELLING

Thousands of people commemorated the
first anniversary this Wednesday, of the
kidnapping and murder of Eyal Yifrach,
Gilad Sher and Naftali Frenkel by Palestin-
ian terrorists near Gush Etzion. Special
Unity Day events were held in 19 countries
and over 30 cities, including Johannesburg
and Durban.

Yeshiva College co-ordinated the event
for schoolchildren and parents in Johan-
nesburg, in which the South African Zionist
Federation and other Jewish day schools
participated - King David, Hirsch Lyons,
Maharsha, Shaarei Torah and Torah Acad-
emy.

Between the mincha and maariv services
in the main Glenhazel Shul, tributes were
paid to the three boys by Rabbi Avraham
Tanzer, rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva College;
Ben Swartz, chairman of the SAZF; and
Rabbi Leron Bernstein, director of Yeshiva
College. Children from the participating
schools presented thoughts on unity, the
theme of the event.

Two of the boys, Gilad Sher and Naftali
Frenkel, attended the Mekor Chaim Yeshiva
School near where they were kidnapped.
Yeshiva College partners with Mekor Chaim
in an exchange programme for grade 10
learners, with each school sending learners
to study here and in Israel.

In Durban, the boys will be mentioned
during shul services at the Umhlanga Jew-
ish Day School.

At a reception at the residence of Israel’s
President Reuven Rivlin, the Jerusalem
Unity Prize in memory of the three boys
was presented to four winners identified for

their leadership roles in promoting Jewish
unity in Israel and the Diaspora. The

100 000 shekel prize is to be awarded annu-
ally on the anniversary of the boys’ murder
to a person or organisation working to
unify Israeli society.

The prize is a joint initiative of the
families of the boys and with the Mayor of
Jerusalem Nir Barkat and Gesher. The first
prizewinners were: Israel-Diaspora, Chabad
House of Bangkok, Thailand; social initia-
tive, Nifgashim BeShvil Yisrael; and individ-
ual, Brigadier General (Ret) Ram Shmueli
and Harav Chacham David Menachem.

Chabad House provides free services such
as Shabbat meals, a place to relax, Internet
access and assistance in cases of emergency
to Jewish backpackers. Nifgashim BeShvil
Yisrael is an annual hike along Shvil Israel
(Israel Path) from Eilat to She’ar Yashuv,
with the goal of reinforcing and deepening
the sense of unity in Israeli society.

Brigadier General (Ret) Ram Shmueli has
been developing various frameworks which
promote a joint future for Israeli society
since his retirement from the IDF. Harav
Chacham David Menachem uses music to
combine different worlds such as poetry, lit-
urgy, Jewish law and Zionism. He believes
that music has the power to resolve the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

A conference of Israeli and Diaspora lead-
ers was also held in Jerusalem.

Other Israeli activities took place in
schools, community centres and public
venues across Israel, attracting hundreds of
thousands of participants.

Similar events were held from Mumbai to
Beijing, London to Montreal and Helsinki
and Buenos Aires to Melbourne.

JAWITZ

PROPERTIES

ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY
Glenhazel - From R3.999 Million

Modern magic. An awesome 4 bedroom family home waiting just
for you. South entry north facing home offering 3 spacious
reception rooms with stack doors onto patio, tranquil garden and
pool. 2 Gorgeous bathrooms (mes), lovely self-contained cottage,
2 garages and covered carport for 5 cars. Hurry to stake your claim.
WebRef:91155. Directions: Along Northfield Avenue.

JoelHarris 082926 0287|011 8803550

Lyndhurst/Glenhazel - Asking R3.5 Million

Superb unit in small cluster development. Multifunctional home -
can either have || bedrooms, or a generational divide, or 2 office
suites plus 4 bedrooms. Main en-suite with its own drawing room
opening onto a large balcony. All upstairs bedrooms open onto own
balcony. Covered patio, pool and koi pond in established garden.
Separate domestic quarters and laundry. Double garage and plenty
off street parking. 10 minute walkto 4 shuls. Web Ref: 75375
DavidAdler 082 449 1844|011 880 3550

To invest in a property in Israel contact
Herschel Jawitz 082 571 1829 | 011 880 3550

Herschel@jawitz.co.za

ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY
Glenhazel - Asking R3.950 Million

Exciting and bold double storey family home. 5 Bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, huge gourmet eat in kitchen. 4 Baronial receptions
leading onto stunning patio area. Lovely pool setting and garden. Fort
Knox security, lots of off street parking, outside office, double
housekeepers accommodation.Web Ref. 90300. Directions: Along
Northfield Avenue.

JoelHarris 082926 0287|011 8803550

Lyndhurst/Glenhazel - Asking R2.69 Million
Immaculate simplex in small cluster. North facing onto garden with
pool. Double garage and covered extra parking - lots of off street
parking. Entrance hall with skylight, modern kitchen, TV room, lounge
and dining room open onto covered patio, guest toilet, 3 North facing
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, domestic quarters. Close to 4 shuls (less
than 900m) and walking distance to two primary schools. Easy access
to main arterials and public transport . WWeb Ref: 8736 |
DavidAdler 082 449 1844|011 880 3550

www.jawitz.co.za
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Deconstructing
the ritual

The planning of our children’s coming of age party - their bar- or bat-
mitzvah - is an event of profound importance. We have all either been
through - or will go through - what has become for many a costly, stress-
inducing process.

If our children, or grandchildren, are at Jewish day school, and at
bar- or batmitzvah age, they have already attended several “batis” or
“barmis” (as they call it). Bar- or batmitzvah fatigue may have by now
set in and, as parents, we are feeling compelled to search for new and
innovative ideas for our own child’s celebration that might differentiate
it from the rest of the parties.

A first child’s bar- or batmitzvah is as much a developmental mile-
stone for the family as it is for the child, says author and psychologist
Dr Judith Davis, who is an expert in the psychology of bar- and bat-
mitzvahs.

“The bat-/barmitzvah is the first occasion in which the parents - as
adults - present themselves publicly in relation to their religious tradi-
tion, their child’s development, their family’s evolution, and to every-
one most important to them, all at the same time,” she says.

In the mother’s ability to arrange this communal celebration of her
child’s coming of age, she herself, at some level, is tested and comes of
age. A job well done - as facilitator of food, relationship builder, hostess
and general balabosta - results not only in a successful celebration, but
also in an elevated standing in the extended family and community. For
the father, the celebration is also a statement about his economic suc-
cess, says Davis.

The pressure to plan successful parties begins well before the pre-teen
period, though. Already with toddlers who are brought up on Cinder-
ella, Barbie, and Power Rangers, there are extremely high expectations
for birthday parties. From cakes to themes, décor to entertainment,
children want the dazzling kingdom of Disney recreated in their living
rooms.

When I turned 12 at King David Victory Park Primary in the mid-‘80s,
we all had our batmitzvah ceremonies together in shul, and that same
day, celebrated with a modest tea or cocktail party with our own family
and family friends. Our school mates were having celebrations of their
own and the parties were fairly simple.

Today it seems quite different for both bar- and batmitzvahs, with
more emphasis on making it a grand affair. In North America, the most
vulgar, obnoxious bashes might cost as much as $1 million.

One Toronto boy had pop band Maroon 5 flown in to perform at his
barmitzvah. Another flew to Las Vegas with his friends and a film crew
to make a seven-minute spoof of the popular film, The Hangover, and
boxer Mike Tyson had a cameo role.

A magazine article described a New York City batmitzvah girl who
descended from the ceiling of famous restaurant, Cipriani Wall Street,
harnessed to a wire and dressed in a cat suit.

Such boggling possibilities can send currents of anxiety or revulsion
through our intestinal systems - depending on our own ambitions and
available budgets for our children.

But perhaps we all need to regain some much needed perspective. It is
surely worth remembering in all the anxiety that bar-/batmitzvah plan-
ning might induce, that the beautiful essence of this ritual is celebrat-
ing an important milestone on our children’s journey to adulthood.

At the age of 13, a boy, and at the age of 12, a girl, become respon-
sible for fulfilling the Torah’s commandments. The term “barmitzvah”
literally means “son of the mitzvah” or batmitzvah, “daughter of the
mitzvah” - one who is obligated in mitzvah observance. Both boys and
girls now take responsibility for acquiring Torah knowledge and for do-
ing mitzvot.

In fact, in very observant families, the emphasis at the celebratory meal
is on the more meaningful events like the boy’s Dvar Torah - where he
speaks before his community and family, showcasing his Torah learning.

I think when most of us - from less religious backgrounds - look back
on our own celebrations, with braces on teeth and the beginnings of
puberty, although the kernel of meaning is there, this special time is
shrouded in unnecessary anxiety and materialism.

We may remember a funny comment from a speech, the anxious
pangs of being up on the bimah, or who gave a large gift; but not too
much else. It is probably the same with our children and their friends.

Let us, as parents, focus on the symbolism and spirituality of the bar-
or batmitzvah process so that our children have a chance to focus on it
also. It is not about the quality of the DJ, the variety at the sushi food
station, or if the décor and venue were up to scratch; it is really about
marking the amazing journey of our children into adulthood; their ac-
ceptance of moral responsibility for their actions, and sharing this sa-
cred ritual with family and special friends.

- Vanessa Valkin, Editor

More news on our website www.sajr.co.za

Opinion and Analysis

|

Feisty sex therapist Dr Ruth Westheimer has again caused an uproar - this time for quoting the Talmud in a sexual context.

Citing Talmud, Dr Ruth Westheimer
questions sexual consent requirements

JULIE WIENER
NEW YORK

Dr Ruth Westheimer, the octogenarian therapist and TV
host, is famous for her frank and open talk about sex. But
she’s being called out for her recent comments about sexual
consent - and using the Talmud to back up her controversial
point of view.

With her new book, “The Doctor is In: Dr Ruth on Love,
Life, and Joie de Vivre” out on Tuesday, the German-born
Holocaust refugee, Israeli War of Independence veteran
who turns 87 this week is on the media circuit. And one
of her talking points - which she made on Monday on “The
Diane Rehm Show”, a public radio programme - is that con-
sent becomes moot after the clothes are off.

Here’s how she put it: “I am very worried about college
campuses saying that a woman and a man - or two men or
two women, but I talk right now about women and men -
can be in bed together, Diane, and at one time, naked, and
at one time he or she, most of the time they think she, can
say ‘I changed my mind’.

“No such thing is possible,” Westheimer added. “In the
Talmud, in the Jewish tradition, it says when that part of
the male anatomy is aroused and there’s an erection, the
brain flies out of that and we have to take that very seri-
ously, so I don’t agree with that.”

JTA reached out to Westheimer to clarify her views on
consent and find out exactly which passage in the Talmud
she was referencing, but she was not available - perhaps not
surprising given that Tuesday was the launch day of her
book and Monday night she was at a fundraising dinner for
the Museum of Jewish Heritage.

However, clearly aware that her comments are being
construed as green-lighting rape, she tweeted on Tuesday,
“T am 100 per cent against rape. I do say to women that if
they don’t want to have sex with a man, they should not be
naked in bed w/him.”

Moments later, she added: “That’s risky behaviour like
crossing street against the light. If a driver hits you, he’s le-
gally in the wrong but you're in the hospital.”

Several rabbis are questioning her use of the Talmud.

Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg, author of several books on Ju-
daism, including “The Passionate Torah: Sex and Judaism”,
said the Talmud actually offered a strong argument that sex
without explicit consent was a crime. The Talmud (in Ketu-
bot 51B) went so far as to assert, Ruttenberg said, that even
if the woman had an orgasm or decided in the middle of the
act that she did consent, if she had not consented at the
outset, it was still considered wrong.

“I'm grateful that Dr Ruth has in the past made a space
to talk about human sexuality in a way that was really radi-
cal for its time,” Ruttenberg said. “But a) she’s wrong about
this, and b) she should not be using our tradition to bolster
her argument.”

Although she was uncertain what part of the Talmud
Westheimer was referencing, Ruttenberg noted that the
statement was quite similar to a Yiddish saying: “Ven der
Putz shtayt, der saychel gayt,” literally (according to JTA’s
unofficial Yiddish translator, author Shulem Deen), “When
the penis ‘stands’, the brains walk out.”

If the rabbis in fact said this - no doubt using less
colourful phrasing - Ruttenberg theorises, they proba-
bly intended it as descriptive rather than prescriptive.

“The rabbis had a lot to say about sexual arousal
and the ways this can be a problem, and how to ar-
range your life so you are not aroused when it’s not
appropriate,” she said, adding: “I'm very comfortable
saying, knowing the rabbinic corpus as I do, that they
were not saying: ‘Boys will be boys.” I think they were
saying this is a thing that happens and how do we deal
with it.”

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, whose books about sex and
Judaism include “Kosher Sex”, “Kosher Adultery” and
“Kosher Lust”, said: “I know Dr Ruth and very much
like her, but anyone in the Jewish community should
strongly object to what she said. Consent is offered by a
woman, and it can be withdrawn at any moment.

“The idea that men are ravaging beasts who are con-
trolled by their hormones and can’t stop themselves, is
a Neanderthal view that Judaism would never embrace.
It’s a shockingly frightening excuse for rape.”

Like Ruttenberg, Boteach was unfamiliar with the pre-
cise source of Westheimer’s Talmudic citation and ques-
tioned whether the interpretation was accurate. And like
Ruttenberg, he pointed out counterexamples from the
Talmud.

“The Talmud says [in Sanhedrin 37A] that if a woman
begins menstruating in the middle of the act, the man
has to prop himself up on his elbows and subside because
it’s not sanctioned by Jewish law,” Boteach said, refer-
ring to the Jewish prohibition on sexual contact during
menstruation known as niddah. “The Talmud is showing
that a man can absolutely control himself.”

In addition, Boteach said, the Talmud strongly pro-
hibited rape, even in marriage, ruling in Nedarim 20B
that a man could not sleep with his wife when either was
drunk, because full consent was not possible.

“A woman’s consent is dependent entirely on her,” he
added. “If she says no, stop, that’s it. To say T'm on auto-
pilot’ is ridiculous.”

Rabbi Dov Linzer, head of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah,
a liberal Orthodox rabbinical school, agreed with Rut-
tenberg and Boteach, pointing to the passages they cited
and also noting a passage in Berachot 62A saying that
even when a man and his wife were naked together in
bed, it was incumbent upon him to make sure she de-
sired to have sex before beginning the act.

Although known for its conflicting opinions and argu-
ments, the Talmud was notably consistent about sexual
consent, Linzer said, adding that he could not think of
any passage that forgave or condoned sex without full
consent and that “the whole issue of responsibility and
culpability is a major theme in the Talmud.

“This is about inflicting something unwanted on an-
other person,” he said.

While it was “one thing” to use feeling out of control as
an excuse for committing certain transgressions, Linzer
said, “it’s a different thing to say you can go ahead and do
something to someone else, that you don’t have respon-
sibility toward another person.” (JTA)
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Auschwitz message echoes: ‘Never again’

DINA DIAMOND

In early May, Mizrachi South Africa
once again took more than 40 partici-
pants on its life-changing tour - enti-
tled “Journey to Life” - to Poland.

Considering that this year marks
the 70th anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz, there were many tours
to Poland, but this one in particular
focused not just on the death and
destruction that has become part
of the history of the country from
the Second World War, but also on
the life, culture and traditions that
emanated from a place where a thriv-
ing community of over three million
Jews once lived.

Rabbi Ramon Widmonte conceptu-
alised and co-ordinated the tour and
managed to condense everything into
four fully-packed and emotive days
with his knowledgeable colleague Tzvi
Sperber, a director of J-Roots, a group
which organises tours to places of
Jewish heritage.

We laughed, we cried, we drank, we
sang and we danced - an emotional
rollercoaster of experiences that has
changed our views and ideas for life.

From the pristine but somehow
soulless city of Warsaw, with only
a tiny remnant of the ghetto walls
remaining, through Lublin, once
the jewel of Torah learning, to the
bustling city of Krakow, where Oscar
Schindler’s factory was situated, the
entire country serves as a memorial
to the Jewish pulse that once beat so

strongly but is felt no more.

The number of six million Jews
believed to have perished in the
Holocaust, is often debated, espe-
cially by Holocaust deniers. However,
after visiting death camps such as
Auschwitz, Majdanek and Belzec,
witnessing the remnants of the dev-
astation and listening to the evidence,
the number six million seems like an
underestimation. Despite the meticu-
lous record-keeping of the Nazis, with
ghettos and death camps number-
ing over 14 000, it would have been
impossible to count all those who per-
ished from starvation, cold, illness,
beatings, gas chambers and the mere
whim of a Nazi with a gun. The mass
graves in the forests, particularly
those of children, attest to this.

The day we arrived at Auschwitz

11, this all-too-painful site of un-
speakable horrors, the skies clouded
over, the wind howled and the rain
pelted down. A slight reprieve in

the weather, just in time, allowed

an entire group of officers from the
Israeli Defence Forces, headed by two
Holocaust survivors (one who was
with our tour), and an IDF officer car-
rying a Torah, to march through the
gates, almost in total defiance of what
we all knew had taken place there.

It was a moving moment, reassur-
ance that this would never happen
again and a validation of why the
State of Israel exists and needs to
exist. To paraphrase famous human
rights activist Irwin Cotler: “Israel did
not happen because of the Holocaust,
the Holocaust happened because

there was no Israel”

We were privileged to have with us
Dov Landau, a cheerful and energetic
87-year-old, a survivor of Auschwitz
and the Holocaust. He took us to the
town where he once lived and showed
us where his house was, where the
bakery was and even the mikveh.

Today he is greeted by the local
residents and treated like a celebrity.
Inside Auschwitz, he showed us the
very bunk to which he had been con-
fined; he relayed the hardships and
losses of life inside the camp.

Dov now lives in Tel Aviv and
harbours no anger or bitterness; he
defies what he went through by living
and raising a caring Jewish family.

When learning about all the propa-
ganda and baseless lies created by
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the Nazis pre- and during the Second
World War, to vilify the Jew, to pave
way for the Aryan race, one cannot
help but compare it to modern-day
anti-Semitism now camouflaged as
anti-Zionism.

To compare the actions of the Jew-
ish State to that of the Nazis’ treat-
ment of Jews in the Holocaust, is an
insult and shows utter disrespect for
the memories of the six million Jews
and others who had to endure cruelty,
brutality and were ultimately sent to
their death because of who they were.

People who do this and those who
entertain it, need merely to go and
view part of what is now a museum in
Auschwitz with mounds and rooms
full of shoes, locks of hair, spectacles,
suitcases, shaving brushes, prosthet-
ics and the list goes on...

“Never again”, a phrase repeated
time and time again, must never stop
being said so that Jews are never
again slaughtered for being Jews.

The most important lesson from
the past is that history does repeat
itself - if you let it. It is up to every
Jew and every decent human being
to ensure that Jews are not labelled
and turned into “the villain” through
varying excuses and propaganda.

No matter how many cemeteries
and shuls have been restored, how
many plaques have been erected, the
lives of six million precious souls can
never be regained and the once bus-
tling centres of Jewish life in Eastern
Europe are no more and will most
likely, never be again.

D0 YOU KNOW THE VALUE OF YOUR OLD GOINS, MILITARIA OR GOLLEGTABLES?

SANIR

COLLECTORS

Nigel McLean 08w
Founder member -

South African Association of
Numismatic Dealers (SAAND)
Life Member of
the Natal Numismatic Association

THE THREE MACS

INVESTMENTS

Dealers in coins, banknotes and medals since 1959.

Shop 17, 1Sixty Jan Smuts Building‘,
160 Jan Smuts Avenue,
Roscbank, Johannes})urg.

TEL: 011 880 9116 \ CELL: 076 741 8801

Email: collectal)les@tellzomsa.net

WE GIVE FREE VALUATIONS,
WITH NO OBLIGATION NOR PRESSURE TO DO BUSINESS.
WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR ALL COLLECTABLES

Please be advised on sale of items an identity Book
or Drivers Licence is required.
Banking details are required for an EFT.
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WE BUY WORLD OR SOUTH AFRICAN COINS.
THAT OLD BOX OF WORLD COINS
COULD BE WORTH R50 TO R10 000!!!
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Jewish Report readers
proudly compete in the
90th Comrades Marathon

It’s a gruelling, energy-sapping battle of man against an unforgiving road of nearly 90 km but also a

battle for the runners against themselves, fighting the urge to stop, determined to make it to the finish

line before the gun goes... Jewish runners have been prominent in taking up this extreme challenge year after year.

We salute every one of them!

. TREVOR BOSWELL

: 7 hours 29 minutes (Silver medal) | Four Comrades TREVOR HEYMANN (49
NORMAN KROM (65) completed ( ) 11 hours 54 minutes( I I)Eight Comrades completed
10 hours 20 minutes | Seven Comrades completed
SAUL GREENBLATT (34)
8 hours 30 minutes (Bill Rowan Medal) | Four Comrades completed -
MICHAEL SALTZ ADAM GREENBLATT (32)
TARYN GREENBLATT (32) 11 hours 27 minutes | One Comrades completed 8 hours 48 minutes | Four Comrades

9 hours 13 minutes | One Comrades completed completed

Mendy Ash and Moshe Reuven Schneider together with Comrades _
runner ILAN ZWARENSTEIN RABBI LEVI LIPSKAR RONNIE DRIBBIN
8 hours 50 minutes | 10 Comrades completed 9 hours 54 minutes | One Comrades completed 8 hours 26 minutes | 26 Comrades completed
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Not your common garden variety chazzanut

SUZANNE BELLING

Lawyer by day, cantor on Shabbos and Jewish
festivals, Elton Krawitz has put a new slant on Jew-
ish liturgical music. It is still chazzanut - but with a
difference.

Johannesburg music lovers will be treated to
this new genre of traditional music (without los-
ing the essence of tradition) in
“Anything... But Cantorial” at
the Auto and General Theatre on
the Square, Sandton, on Sunday,
June 28 at two shows 15:00 and
19:00. Hatzolah Medical Rescue
is a beneficiary of this event.

Photo: Shibolet Felsher

Krawitz, who is the chazzan
at Waverley Shul, has teamed
up with renowned pianist Bryan
Schimmel and the Waverley Choir
under the baton of choirmaster
Joel Sacher.

Krawitz’s repertoire will be a
departure from his usual public
singing and promises to be an
exciting prospect “both for the audience and for me”,
he says.

“The show will feature some of my favourite artists
and composers, with five-part harmonies. This is
not classical cantorial,” Krawitz told Jewish Report.
“There will be music from Broadway, Les Miserables,
Michael Buble, Elton John and my favourite - An-
drea Bocelli”

Schimmel, no stranger to the South African music
scene, with a reputation as a brilliant showman, will
accompany the singers.

Krawitz, who originally hails from the East Rand,
attended the Hillel Jewish day school in Benoni till
the end of grade 10 when the school closed down.

“I then went to King David High School Linksfield,
commuting every day until my parents (Dr Walter

and Natalie Krawitz) moved to Johannesburg.”

Krawitz has a BA LIB degree and practises as an
in-house attorney for Discovery Health. His musical
talent came to the fore in his youth when he studied
piano (“Iwrote all the exams”) and went on to have
voice training with Eugenie Chopin. “I was also
helped a lot by Evelyn Green, accompanist for the
Johannesburg Jewish Male Choir.”

He was a member of the JJMC,
travelling with the choir on tours
to the United States (twice) and
Perth and Melbourne. He joined
the Victory Park Synagogue as a
cantor from 1997 for two years
and was then chazzan at Chabad
of Sandton from 1999 to 2004,
when he was appointed by Waver-
ley Shul and has been there ever
since.

He does not find it particularly
tiring to work all week and sing
on Friday nights and Saturday
mornings. ‘I don’t even find Yom
Kippur a strain, but strangely feel

Rosh Hashanah is the most taxing.”

In 2008, with Michael Hankinson, he recorded an
album “Inflections”.

“We took classical cantorial music and recorded
with an 11-piece chamber orchestra.” After adapting
their style of music for weddings, Krawitz recorded
another album, “Wedding Inflections”, with an eight-
piece chamber orchestra.

He is one of the regular performers for the Chaz-
zonus Club and sings at West Park Cemetery for Yom
Hashoah. His wife, Carmel, is a remedial teacher.
They have four children aged between seven and 14.

“We are changing the sound of shul music. We
work in five-part harmonies. It is not the stuff
you usually hear, not classical cantorial,” Krawitz
remarked.

Prospective grade 8s get a foretaste of
what KDL has to offer

KERRYN FEIGENBAUM

On a sunny Highveld autumn day on Sunday
May 17, King David Linksfield High School
played host to the prospective grade 8s of
2016. They and their parents were taken on an
informative tour around the school by this year’s
grade 11s.

The Open Day activities then moved to the
hall where each of the school’s eight commit-
tees presented colourful displays, educating
the prospective KDL learners as to what each
committee does and why the visiting grade 7s
should join that particular committee when they
become part of the school next year in grade 8.

An informal assembly was held to showcase
a variety of the opportunities on offer, including
dancing, sport, slam poetry and the inspirational

. Shira Jacobs

Grade 11 pupils Eitan Malkin; Raphael
Symons; and Daniel Gewer.
academics.

School Principal Lorraine Srage addressed the
audience, highlighting the “specialness” of this
unique institution.

At the tea that followed, current and prospec-
tive pupils, parents and staff commented on how
proud they were to be part of such a school.

Minnie Bersohn dresses in blue and white

MICHELLE VINOKUR received the donation.
The children were also given the oppor-

tunity to watch how the crafts were made.

It was a special day for all. Both the parents

and children felt very united being part of this
project.

Pictured are

Jodi Maron (grade
R teacher); Proud,
Casandra, and
Delorantis Mabu-
ruse; (a family who
sells and makes
the crafts); Mandi
Defries (principal);
and the children in
Grade R.

Unity Day was celebrated at Minnie Bersohn

Nursery School this Wednesday. The children

came to school dressed in blue and white.
They donated

beaded African

crafts to Divote,

an organisation

that supports the

injured soldiers and

families in Israel.
Cheryl Unterslak,

head of Divote,

came to speak to

the children about

unity. She gratefully

ALL NOMINATIONS CAN BE MAILED TO

nominations@SAJewishReport.co.za
For more information www.sajr.co.za
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Meeting with Mayor Tau could smooth communal relations

VANESSA VALKIN

The South African Jewish Board of
Deputies met with Johannesburg
Mayor Parks Tau (pictured) this
week to express their distress at
some of the recent decisions he
had made to partner with BDS-SA,
a group the Board believes have
been responsible for creating a cli-
mate of hate against Johannesburg
and South African Jewry.

The Board pointed to Tau’s deci-
sion to lead a march at BDS-SA’s
Israel Apartheid Week held in early
March as well as the City’s part-
nership with BDS for its newest
creation, Palestinian Solidarity
Week (PSW), a series of lectures
held later in March, including
hosting senior aide to Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas and
Fatah’s deputy commissioner for
international relations, Dr Husam
Zomlot.

Last year Tau was keynote
speaker at the opening of Israel

Apartheid Week, whose organis-
ers have been vitriolic and vocal
in their criticism of Israel and,
according to the Board, have led
to South African Jewish students

being referred to as “F***i

CRRRg

ing Jews”
and ing Kikes”.

“For us, BDS has degenerated
into pure anti-Semitism,” Zev
Krengel, president of the Jewish
Board, told the Jewish Report.

The Board said it had no issue
with Tau’s support of PSW but
what had upset the community was
that the BDS-SA logo was included
in the PSW material.

At the meeting, which was at-
tended by Tau and Krengel as well
as the Board’s director, Wendy
Kahn, and Gauteng vice-chairmen,
Robbie Fihrer and Gigi Wolf, the
leaders had an opportunity to
express their unhappiness about
various other issues as well.

They noted that the mayor,
despite being invited to many
Jewish events in the city, had not

attended any.

“You haven’t come to a single
Jewish event and we invite you
continuously,” Krengel told him at
their meeting.

They also discussed the mayor
of Jerusalem, Nir Barkat’s visit to
South Africa in March, when the
Johannesburg mayor’s office had
said Tau was not available to meet

with Barkat

“When the mayor of Jerusalem
goes to New York, he meets with
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, why
would Mayor Tau not meet with
Nir Barkat?” Krengel asked.

The mayor defended himself, say-
ing his office had tried to setup a
meeting with Barkat at a time that
worked for Tau but that Barkat had
already left South Africa.

While Tau said at the meeting
that he and the ANC were pro-
Palestine and a two-state solution,
the Board said that they, too, were
supportive of a two-state solution,
but felt that Tau’s support of BDS
was not in line with this goal.

“We understand his support
of a Palestinian state but it does
not have to come at the expense
of Israel and at the expense of
local Jews,” said Krengel. “BDS
might sell themselves as a pro-
Palestinian lobby but they are
anti-Semitic.”

Jewish Board director, Wendy

Kahn, told Jewish Report that
not only is BDS anti-Semitic but
the group does not support an
Israeli state. “We want an Israeli
state side by side with a Palestin-
ian state but that’s not what BDS
wants.”

The City of Johannesburg
passed a resolution in January to
twin itself with Ramallah and a
large official delegation went to
Ramallah. The board expressed
their dissatisfaction that Tau
passed through Israel but did not
make time to meet with any Israeli
officials on his way into the West
Bank.

The Board said it was hoping
there would be much more interac-
tion between the Jewish commu-
nity and the City of Johannesburg
and the Mayor’s office going for-
ward. The meeting ended on a posi-
tive note with plans for improved
and open communication.

The Mayor’s office could not be
reached for comment.
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MICHAEL BELLING

The outlook for Jews in France is gloomy,
according to Professor Henry Green, of the
University of Miami, Florida, speaking at
the Rabbi Cyril Harris Community Cen-
tre last Sunday. In his talk, titled “Charlie
Hebdo and the new face of anti-Semitism”,
Green, a professor of religious studies

and international director of the project,
Sephardi Voices, said that for French Jews,
three-quarters of whom fled North Africa,
France was always considered a safe haven.

Numbering 500 000, the French Jews are
the second largest Diaspora community after
the United States, and comprise almost one
per cent of the French population today.

Rising anti-Semitism over the past decade
- “feeding off the debris that sweeps out
of the Middle East” and the recent Charlie
Hebdo attack in Paris, “France’s 9/11, has
shaken their roots,” he told the audience.

France has a Muslim population of nearly
five million. “Staggering poverty, segrega-
tion and unemployment, are the trinity for
the overwhelming majority.” Much of the
anti-Semitism comes from this part of the
population.

“Insecurity, fear and unpredictability have
become the new normal for Jews of France.
In 2014, 51 per cent of all racist attacks
targeted Jews.”

“To understand what is happening in

France is to understand the Sephardi Jew-
ish experience,” Green said referring to the
rise of Jew hatred there. Green has devoted
himself to collecting the stories of the “for-
gotten exodus” of Jews from North Africa
and the Middle East, in a similar way to
Steven Spielberg’s chronicling of the tales of
Holocaust survivors.

Within the space of a generation after
1948, over 850 000 Sephardi Jews were dis-
placed from their countries in which Jewish
communities had lived for centuries, even
thousands of years, half of them from the
North African Maghreb.

“There has been minimal activity in col-
lecting their personal narratives, galvanis-
ing communities to voice their concerns
about communal and cultural loss and dis-
seminating their experiences,” he said.

“Their stories are heartbreaking and filled
with trauma.”

Their displacement “cannot be reduced to
anti-Israel venom,” he said. It began earlier
than 1948 with the “acidic fertilisers” of the

More news on our website www.sajr.co.za

French Jewish ‘safe haven’
doesn’t look so safe anymore

Professor Henry Green, telling the stories of the
displaced North African and Middle East Jews

rise of Nazism and Arab nationalist mobili-
sation. In the early 1940s, many were killed
in Iraq in Nazi-inspired violence and Jews
were sent to concentration camps from
Tunisia.

After 1948 “state-legislated discrimina-
tion and repressive measures made life
increasingly untenable for Jews in Islamic
lands. Riots, arrests and detentions and
discriminatory decrees became routine and
are well documented”.

These measures included stripping Jews
of citizenship, declaring Zionism a crime,
freezing assets and confiscation of property.

As a result, the Jews left in droves and by
2005, the total Jewish population in Islamic
countries in the Middle East had fallen to
just over 5 000.

What happened to the Sephardim was a
human rights story, said Green. This ena-
bled Sephardi Voices to approach govern-
ments and other official bodies. It was also
a story of Zionism.

Most of the displaced Jews went to Israel,
but large numbers emigrated to France from
the former French colonies in North Africa.

Green said he felt the outlook for French
Jews was pessimistic. Some had forecast
that up to half of French Jewry might emi-
grate over the next generation unless the
situation returned to normal.
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ANT KATZ

A brouhaha is building in Israel as highly
respected Mizrachi Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Chief
Rabbi of Efrat, where many South Africans
olim have settled, is being summoned to a
hearing by the Office of the Chief Rabbinate

in Israel.

The Chief Rabbinical Council, the Rab-
binate’s governing body, and Rabbi Riskin’s
employer, say the hearing, scheduled for June
29, is to discuss his reappointment as rabbi
of Efrat, a town he co-founded in 1983. But
Riskin, who is 75, believes the Rabbinate may
use the hearing as a pretext to dismiss him as
a result of his more progressive and contro-
versial policies regarding conversion and
ordination of women to Orthodox judicial
positions.

Jewish Report has also found out that Rabbi
Riskin is at the centre of one of the African
Jewish Congress’ (AJC) biggest problems.

The 12-nation AJC, chaired by Ann Harris,
wife of the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, and
run by Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft, took a policy

News

Rabbi Riskin’s ‘African conversions’ leave AJC in a pickle

decision four years ago not to accede to re-
quests from several black groups who consider
themselves Jews and who want the AJC to
minister to them. The largest of these groups
are the Abu Yudaya tribe in Uganda and the
Lemba tribes in Zimbabwe and Limpopo Prov-
ince in South Africa.

“The basis for their claims is paternal and
their male Y-chromosomes make them geneti-
cally more Jewish than many of us,” Rabbi
Silberhaft told Jewish Report this week. He
concedes that they do practise certain Jewish

rites and may have originated from a lost tribe.

However, says Silberhaft, there is no way these
groups could meet the requirements of Ortho-
dox conversion as they cannot keep halachic
practices.

Riskin, however, conducted a mass conver-
sion of about 240 members of the Abu Yudaya
a few years ago who believe they are halachi-
cally Jewish. They are now being persecuted by
local Muslims, says Silberhaft, and they want
the AJC to facilitate what they believe is their
“right of return” by having Israel uplift them
and resettle them in the Holy Land.

Silberhaft is angry about the situation the
AJC finds itself in. “The AJC does not minister
to (the Abu Yudaya),” he says emphatically, nei-
ther does it, or Israel, consider them Jewish.

“A conversion has to be recognised by some au-
thority,” he explains, and Rabbi Riskin did not
do this under the auspices of the South African
Beth Din nor Israel’s Rabbinate. Neither would
have condoned it, says Silberhaft.

But, for “humanitarian reasons”, Silberhaft
said, the AJC also couldn’t ignore the plight of
the Abu Yudaya who now found themselves
trapped and persecuted. “It is unjust to have
made them believe that they would be consid-
ered halachically Jewish and therefore entitled
to the right of return,” he said.

Silberhaft met with authorities on a hu-
manitarian basis when he was in Israel last
month. Despite going to the highest levels in
the land, he said, Israel was not prepared to
consider intervening. “Firstly, Israel will not
lift a complete community anymore,” as they
had, for example, with the Ethiopian Jews,
only individuals.

“Secondly, Israel won't consider them (for
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immigration) unless they have a recognised
conversion, which they cannot do.”

In Zimbabwe and in Limpopo Province there
are also members of the Lemba tribe who
could find themselves in a similar position -
and the SAJBD and the AJC could find them-
selves having another humanitarian crisis on
their hands.

Silberhaft is also angry about the fact that
there are modern-Orthodox rabbis and their
wives who come out to minister to the Lemba.
“(They) have no authority to do so,” he said.
They were creating unfair expectations among
this tribe, too. “It is unjust,” said Silberhaft, as
the Lemba would never be considered halachi-
cally Jewish.

The rabbis who were ministering to the
Lemba, were believed to represent Orthodox
outreach organisations based in the US and
Israel, but did not seem to represent any group
with ties to South Africa.

“There has to be some kind of guidance from
Israel,” said Silberhaft, who clearly feels that
the AJC is being expected to clean up African
messes that are not of their making.

Swift takes flight after
feather transplant

VIVA SARAH PRESS
AVIV-RAMAT GAN

The recent lifesaving feather transplant on a
swift marked the first time veterinarians at
the Israeli Wildlife Hospital at the Zoological
Centre Tel Aviv-Ramat Gan (commonly known
as Safari Ramat Gan) swooped in to save the
life of a swift.

Swifts, known as the most aerial of birds, can
each fly at least 200 000 kilometres in a single
year. They even sleep and eat while flying.

“Swifts spend their lives flying,” Shmulik
Landau, head keeper at the Israeli Wildlife Hos-
pital, tells Israel21c. “They are on the ground
for breeding season. Once a chick takes flight,
it will fly for about two or three years and only
land again when it’s time to breed.”

Landau says a Tel Aviv couple found the
injured bird in their bathroom and brought it
to the Safari hospital. The veterinarians, who
have a number of swifts in their care for other
reasons, diagnosed this particular young bird
with broken flight feathers.

A swift that cannot fly will most certainly
die, Landau says.

The Israeli vets called the Frankfurt Swifts
Clinic, the world leaders in swift care. The
Israeli swift’s lucky streak continued when it
became apparent that biologist Tina Steiger-
wald was on her way from Frankfurt to Ramat
Gan to come and volunteer at the Israeli Wild-
life Hospital.

The delicate surgery was a success.

Dr Christiane Haupt, from the Frankfurt
Swifts Clinic, asked Steigerwald to add feathers
to her suitcase. The feathers were harvested
from a dead German swift.

Steigerwald also brought equipment needed
for the two-hour lifesaving surgery.

“A swift operation has to be very accurate
because of its airborne lifestyle,” says Landau
of the feather transplant procedure known as
imping. “It was an out-of-the-ordinary case.”

The young Israeli swift patient needed seven
new feathers - six on its left wing, one on its
right. Landau says the feather match had to be
exact so the bird could fly and survive the wild.

After the bird awoke from the anaesthetic,
Israeli veterinarians fed it insects and vitamin
supplements and kept it in an enclosure for
daily training to improve its wing use.

Once the bird reached 42 grams (adult swifts
usually weigh in at 45 grams, says Landau),
Steigerwald - who has since returned to Ger-
many - was given the honour to release this
feathered friend into the wild. (Israel21c)

DATE:
TIME:
VENUE:

DRESS:
COST:
BOOKINGS:

Smart Casual

R12 500 per table
Christy (011) 646-7340 or

Thursday, 18 June 2015
18:00 for 18:30
The Polo Room, Inanda Club,

1 Forrest Road, Inanda, Sandton.

email christy@mscsports.co.za
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WJC’s Lauder to speak at SAJBD Conference

This year is a national
conference year for the SAJBD.
Our 48th biennial national
congress will take place on
November 22, and preparations
are already well underway for
this important event on the
Jewish calendar.

I am pleased to report that

such dedication and
sensitivity.

Thanks, of course,
are also due to our
professional staff,
and here, I am
happy to quote from
a very warm letter

of appreciation

Ronald Lauder, president of
the World Jewish Congress
(WJQ), has agreed to be the
keynote speaker. The WJC is at
the forefront of international
efforts to promote the welfare
and ensure the safety and
security of Jewish communities
everywhere.

The Board has a close working
relationship with the organisation and
is an active member of its executive
committee. We expect the theme of
the conference to very much revolve
around the rise of global anti-Semitism
and how to counter it, and here it can
be anticipated that Mr Lauder will
provide us with many crucial insights
into what is taking place.

University exams

When university exams have been set
on Yomtov or Shabbat and these dates
cannot be changed, an arrangement
now exists between the Board and the
relevant universities that religious
students can write their papers
immediately after the festival or
Sabbath, where required, having been
under the supervision of a rabbi during
the preceding period.

After Shavuot, Unisa students wrote
their exams at Beyachad (now an
official Unisa exam venue), with Unisa
invigilators and National Director
Wendy Kahn in attendance. On the
following Motzai Shabbat, University
of Johannesburg students wrote their
papers on the same basis.

We thank all those who participated
in this process, from the various
university administrators and
invigilators to Rosh Beth Din Rabbi
Moshe Kurtstag and the rabbonim
who looked after the students with

Mary Kluk

National Chairman

received from one
of the students
involved: “I feel so
appreciative for
the hard work of
so many people,
the enormous
effort and huge
amount of logistical planning as well
as what must have been months and
months of delicate and highly sensitive
negotiations.

“It is inspiring to know and to
personally experience the role that the
Jewish Board of Deputies plays in up-
keeping the dignity and rights of the
members of the SA Jewish community,
whatever their cause.”

Jewish Affairs - an invaluable
communal resource

Last week, the editorial board of the
journal, Jewish Affairs, held their
first meeting for 2015. The journal
appears thrice annually (Pesach, Rosh
Hashanah, Chanukah) and publishes
articles dealing with Jewish history,
literature, art and religion.

It has been brought out under the
auspices of the SAJBD since 1941,
and is now widely recognised as
being South Africa’s leading Jewish
historical, cultural and current affairs
journal.

Jewish Affairs is now also available
electronically on the SAJBD website
www.jewishsa.co.za. It is an invaluable
communal resource that records the
myriad activities and achievements
of our community, and I encourage
everyone to take advantage of it.

« Listen to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish
Board Talk, 101.9 ChaiFM every
Friday 12:00 - 13:00.

This column paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Public protector sees UJW as a
valuable partner

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

Although not answerable to government - only to

the National Assembly - the public protector was not
an enemy of the state, Dr Maria du Toit, CEO of the
public protector’s office, told the 82nd annual general
meeting of the Union of Jewish Women.

Dr Du Toit, who was guest speaker at the AGM,
pointed out that in terms of Section 182 of the
Constitution, “the public protector should be
accessible to all communities”. That factor also
underpinned her engagement at the UJW meeting,
she said. “For us access is about people being well
versed in who we are and where to reach us.”

In her opening address she said: “Let us see that
there is some hope, even in this country.”

Advocate Du Toit, a graduate of the University
of the (Orange) Free State, has a Master’s degree in
human rights.

Twenty-one years into democracy, women still faced
an uphill battle with regard to violence and disease,
among other things. “While a lot has been achieved,
the Struggle continues for women,” she said.

A progressive Constitution outlawing discrimination
on the basis of gender, along with several pieces
of legislation supporting this principle, signified
recognition of rights not previously acknowledged.
“But we have to ask: How far are we in monitoring
implementation of these rules in our society?”

She added: “There are not many with the means to
access the courts, for example. People are afraid to get
out of their comfort zone while recognising (instances
of) discrimination. I see the UJW as a partner in
helping the public protector to be more effective,
to live up to being accessible to all communities,
to protect the rights and freedom of women and
therefore I couldn’t miss out on this opportunity
today.”

Before one approaches the public protector to
investigate action or inaction on the part of any of the
three tiers of government, one should have exhausted
all other remedies available. “For those who approach
the public protector, it will be a last resort, so that’s
why we like to say: There is hope.”

On the fact that the public protector was only
answerable to the National Assembly, she said: “We
can be perceived to be an enemy of the state, but this
of course is not the case.”

Also speaking at the AGM, Hazel Levin discussed
The Malacha Fund that she started with a friend,
Janice Bunn, providing interim assistance to families
in the community while they are processed for help

Myra Goldenbaum, past UJW CT chairman and national
vice president, executive member of the International
Council of Jewish Women (left); and Dr Maria du Toit,
CEO of the public protector’s office.

from elsewhere. They have been providing meals,

food vouchers, airtime, clothing and assisting with
shopping for five years, despite the fact that both hold
down fulltime jobs.

Last year they linked up with the UJW and are one
of its beneficiaries. They don’t advertise themselves,
preferring to operate below the radar, but the rabbis
are aware of the service they provide.

Andy Bolnick spoke of Project Bayit, her way of
engaging the Jewish community in the work she
does with Ikhayalami, an organisation that develops
and implements affordable solutions for informal
settlement upgrading.

The UJW plans to support the project and Bolnick
invited audience members to approach her and her
building team to make an assessment of, for example,
their employees’ shacks.

Upgrading to fire- and flood-resistant structures
could take from one day upwards and would cost
between R9 000 and R15 000 for a normal-sized
shack.

Union stalwart Myra Goldenbaum called for a
minute’s silence in memory of Pear]l Mandelstam,
honorary life national president of the UJW, who
passed away in December at the age of 102.

The Pearl Mandelstam Shield of Excellence - the
chairman’s award - was presented to 90-something-
year-old Freda Davis in recognition of her “ongoing
support”. Davis still serves on the executive of the
UJW.

Hermoine Sternberg received the Freda Kapelus
Award for her 15-plus years of active involvement in
the UJTW.

Looking for a dentist?
Dr Andrew Sidelsky

s now open in Sanaton CBD

Caring for your
entire family’s
dental needs

T: +27 11 326-5814
E: drsidelsky@gmail.com
2 Merchant Place,

1 Fredman Drive, Sandton

Shop

GO7A




5—12 June 2015

Classifieds

What’s On

SA JEWISH REPORT 13

TO BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED NOTICE OR ADVERT CONTACT:

Tel (011) 430-1980, Fax 086-634-7935, email: daisy@sajewishreport.co.za

Today, Friday (June 5)

AUDIOLOGIST

KELLY NATHAN
Manor Medical Centre
189 Kelvin Drive
Morningside Manor
Tel: 0861-266-563
(0861-Book Me)
www.knaudiology.co.za

INDIVIDUALISED SERVICE FOR
ALL YOUR HEARING NEEDS

ATAXI SERVICE
Let Warren Pogorelsky chauffeur
you fo your destination in Johan-
neshurg and back. OR Tambo from
R200. Mercedes Benz
Tel: 082-399-6187
Sun City & Game Reserve

SMILE-LEE'S LIFTS

A reliable fiff service.
Specialising in lfts to and from
airporfs, shops, appointments,

Experienced, reliable driver able
to lift you anywhere/ anytime 24
hours. Courier work undertaken.
Please call Paul
083-542-6480

Basil's Taxi Services
Will take you anywhere, from
hairdressers to shopping sprees.
Call Basil on
083-324-2935/
(011) 440-7625

DIAL A LIFT
083-267-3281
Pip Friedman
Comfortable
& Spacious
7/ seater.

dialaliff@gmail.com

www.dialalift.co.za

HOME SERVICES
ﬁ
The Fridge
Doctor
_ 4y g
Ul o

1

wglh]
| 083-228-2277 |

Appliance repairs on-site
Fridges, stoves, washing
machines, tumble dryers and
dishwashers. Free quotations.
Call Joson 082-401-8239 /
076-210-6532

WANTED

IFYOU WANT
10

BUY OR SELL

CONTACT:
SOLLY KRAMER
082-922-3391

 UZLC hosts arts wrifer Robyn Sassen on
books: “These are a Few of my Favourite
Reads”. Venue: Our Parents Home. Time:
12:45 - 14:00. Contact: is Gloria (011)
4854851 or 072-1279421.

Saturday (June 6)
© WIZ0 Tzabar, is hosting a “Fantastic” 50
von Memerty. Laughter, love and glomour.
Fabulous costumes, dancing and music.

Venue: Teatro Montecasino. Time: 20:00.

or raya.i@telkomsa.net or Graciela, 082-
9250924 or dskudi@icon.co.za

Sunday (June 7)

o Limmud presents a one-man play, “Bereh”,
written by South African Samuel Lisbowitz
in 1945 and acted by Robert Colman and
directed by Vanessa Cooke. Venue: Old
Eds Club, Family Room, 11 9th Avenue,
Lower Houghton. Time: 13:00 for 13:30.

Information: e-mail limmudsa@gmail.com

o (Chabad hosts “Power Sundays: Learn,

8 Stella Street. Time: 08:15. Information:

golden theatrical anniversary with lan and Viv

Cost: R170. Booking: Raya, 083-377-2970,

Admission free. Light snacks will be provided.

Shmooze, Pray” at Shul in Sandton Central,

exclusive lodies shiur with Aviva Goldman.
At 9:45, exploring the parsha for men and
women, Venue: Chabad House 27 Aintree
Ave. Savoy. Free transport, refreshments,
lunch, no cost. Information: (011) 440-
6600.

o Jaffa Morning Market and Fun Day.
Morning Market from 10:00 - 12 noon, with
bric-a-brac, books, jewellery, a deli and fea
garden. Lunch from 12:30 - hamburgers and
boerewors rolls on the braai with a ool drink
for R50. Entertainment from 13:30, with
Cindy Alter of the ‘70s SA group, Clout. For
children: face painting, jumping castle and
a freasure hunt. Information: Mark Isaacs,
(012) 346-2006.

o Istael Centre hosts “Israeli Taxation Issues Q
& A" with Israeli tax consultant Dr Avi Nov,
who will concentrate on various Israeli and
international tax issues related fo people
who currently reside in South Africa and are
considering aliyah. Venue: Beyachad. Time:
19:00 — 21:00. RSVP: Sue (011) 645
2530 or Debbie (011) 645-2560.

© Emunah Movement is holding a morning
of “Laughter, Song and Snacks”. Venue:
Glenhazel Shul Hall. Time: 09:30 for 10:00.
Donation: R150. All proceeds to Achusat Sara
Children’s Home, Bnei Brak, Israel. Contact:
Ethne 083-400-5312. Wednesday (June 10)

o (habad presents “How do we know the
Torah is true? Is there any empirical evidence
to support his daim?” Venue: Kirsh Goodness
and Kindness Centre, 8 Stella Street,
Sandton. Time: 19:15. Information: (011)
440-6600 or at www.JLL.org.za

© Second Innings hosts Karl Jensen, airline
pilot, on “Airline Accidents”. Venue: The
Gerald Horwitz Lounge, Golden Acres. Time:
10:00 for 10:30. Cost: R20 members, R30
visitors (incl tea and light refreshments).
Contact: Linda Fleishman, (011) 532-9701.

Monday (June 8) © WIZO Etgar presents “Live Magazine”, what's

trending? Featuring: fashion, foods, décor,
and books, with wellknown presenters.
Venue: lllovo. Call office for defails. Time:
10:00 — 12:00. Cost: R180. Contact: Zee
083-377-5644 or Nadine (011) 6452515
or wizojhb@beyachad.co.za

o UJW adult education division hosts Isobel
Frye, director of the Studies in Poverty &
Inequality Institute (SPII) on “Poverty and
Inequality in South Africa: Are We Making
Progress?” Vienue: 1 Ock Street, Houghton.
Time: 09:30. Donation: R35. Confact: UJW

casinos and courier, FOR SALE S : -
) g Rabbi Ari Kievman 079-434-1293 or rok@ office (011) 648-1053.  UJW adult education division hosts Dr
Charna 083-391-6612 AIRPORT SHUTTLE ACCOMMODATION PAINTINGS chabad.org.za Lorraine Chaskalson, former lecturer in the
Ll . © (habad Seniors Club at Chabad House in Dept of English at Wits on “Contemporary
Alex’s Lift Service SAM AYAILABLE
. s . Flat fo share FOR SALE © RCHCC presents ifs “Keeping Score Series” Savoy. Free transport. Memory enhancement Postry and its Relevance to Our Own Lives”.
Experienced, reliable driver (011) 728-5219 . 1 female secki A set of 5 - the stories behind and infertwined with with Cynthia Liptz, lectures and discussions, Venue: 1 Oak Street, Houghton. Time:
specialising in lifts to shops, 083-627-8516 -yeur-o” emale seeking incredible paintings classical music, created by Michael Tilson refreshments, lunch, iPad lessons. Time: 09:30. Donation; R35. Contact: UIW office
appointments and wherever To OR Tambo almate. ; Thomas with the San Francisco Symphony 09:00 - 13:00. Information: Rabbi Ari (011) 648-1053.
ou need fo 0. Contact Alex: from R180 2bed, 2 bath with bolcony. Znd of Israel’s very Orchestra, featuring “Beethoven’s Froica””. Kievman (011) 440-6600.
/ go. ' To Lanseri ' floor. Fully fumished except Znd heritage for sale. Venue: Clive M Beck Auditorium. Time: Thursday (June 11)
083-409-4378 0 Lanseria bedroom. Sifuated in Hazelwood. Religious 19:30. Donation: R70 (ind refreshments). Tuesday (June 9)
; from R220. (Glenhazel) Immediate occupation. investment Booking: Hazel or René (011) 728- © Greenside Shul hosts photographer llan
MARK’S LIFT Reasonable rates to Please contact Kari: 082-952- —— 8088,/8378, a/h (011) 7288378, or o (Chabad hosts a mulitplex of shiurim at Ossendryver on “Ethiopian Jewry - a Slide
SERVICE all other areas. 3974 kariamler@gmail.com Call Philip e-mail: rchec@telkomsa.net or rene.s@ (habad House at 09:45 for men and Presentation”. Time: 19:30. Contact: Lara
| 078-369-4621 telkomsa.net or www.greatpark.co.za women, with Rabbbi Ari Kievman. At 11:15 (011) 447-3729.
: Flat o rent
E’fpe”enc.ed’ HOME SERVICES Hazelwood - one bed Jewish Achiever Awards
reliable driver. DECEASED RS 000 p/m + elec.
Shops,doctors’ || IS A e Nominations are pouring in for the Absa Jewish Achiever Awards 2015.
i CLEARANCES ) . . -
and St°"a‘t e e With less than three weeks to go before nominations close,
appointments, cleared . AVAILABLE y . .
, professionally |
courier and airpor. || | P Ploce, Lydhuts don’t miss out on your chance to nominate!
Tel: 083-379-5036 || EORANORRgay | !¢ honesbugRod | QN CORRESPONDENT The judging, especially in the audited ~ Jewish Report Humanities Awards are:

CAPE TOWN

HOWIE'S SHUTTLE

Since 2007

- AIRPORT TRANSFERS
- GENERAL TRANSPORT
www. howiesshutile.co.2a
Please phone Howard
082-711-4616

AIRPORT SERVICE
JHB

8-seater.
Tours/Day Drives
CONTACT ARNOLD,
082-447-0185
011-454-1193

LIFTS BY BARRY

Reliable and efficient

driver offering lifts
to airports, schools,
shops, clinics, ap-
pointments, general
courier services.
Call: 072-507-5407

shoulders and pay you
for it. Please contact
Ladislav Miklas
079-810-8837
ladimiklas22@gmail.com
for a trusted and
professional service.
Also clear garages,
cellars, storage rooms
and storage facilities.

WANTED

TOP CASH PAID
All household

furniture, linen,
kitchenware,
clothing & more.
All size beds &
bases.
Call Terry:
076-533-1440

SILVER
REPAIR &

REPLATING
(011) 3341102
082-473-6040

emailinfo@standout.co.za

NOTICES

Hawley Marble and Granite Works
Est. 1948. Monumental masons.
We are proud to have served the
Johannesburg Jewish community
for many decades. Your support is
much appreciated. Collen Hawley
Tel: (011) 828- 9010 Chaim
Silver (011) 485-3005

FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP

LITHUANIAN / POLISH /
GERMAN CITIZENSHIP
Many South African Jews are
eligible for EU citizenship. If you
are interested, please contact
me. | specialise in obtaining
Lithuanian, Polish and German
citizenship. | am able to obtain the
required documents from archives
in Europe.

RAEL CYNKIN CA (SA)
INFO@NOBORDERS.CO.ZA
083-346-4627

Nominations for the 17th annual “Absa
Jewish Achiever Awards” are open for
another three weeks and the 2015 event
is sure to again up the ante.

The closing date for nominations is
June 26, so time is running out to nomi-
nate a deserving person for one of the
host of awards.

The annual fundraiser culminates in a
gala banquet which is, without question,
the highlight of the Johannesburg Jewish
social calendar. The glittering dinner
honours members of South African Jewry
who have excelled in business and the
humanities.

Nominations are open to the public
and all nominations should be sent to
nominations@sajewishreport.co.za - see
more on Www.sajr.co.za - and anyone
can nominate anyone.

business categories, has been described
by many top financial people in the know,
as the most rigorous and credible busi-
ness awards process in the country.

Nominations should include:

¢ The nominee’s name, telephone number
and e-mail address

¢ The award for which the nominee is
nominated

¢ A short motivation for the nomination

The Business and Entrepreneurial
awards are judged by a panel of in-
dependent business people, financial
journalists, stockbrokers and Absa
representatives, who interview all of the
candidates. The results are audited by
Grant Thornton accountants.

The Absa Jewish Business Awards are:

Toronto real estate
relocation
Thinking of moving?

We are a relocation team who can
assist with renting/buying and
more! Call Daniel Bloch
@ 4166660311
daniel@danielbloch.com
Or visit www.DanielBloch.com

When last were your

Mezuzahs checked?

Fa

Phone Ivor on

Supplier of new Scrolls and Tefillin

==
[
S i

We will remove and refit your Mezuzah

(011) 615-8738 or 082-682-3438
NB: Mezuzahs and Tefillin must be
checked twice every seven years

e The Absa Listed Company
Award, going to a Jewish
person in a senior leader-
ship position within a listed
company who has achieved
great success that is worthy
of recognition.

® The Absa Unlisted Company
Award, going to a Jewish
person who is in a senior
leadership position in an un-
listed company and who has
achieved significant success
worthy of recognition.

e The Absa Entrepreneur
Award, going to a Jewish
person who has shown enor-
mous entrepreneurial flair
and business innovation.

¢ The Creative Counsel Young
Jewish Entrepreneur Award,
going to a Jewish youth. This
award recognises entrepre-
neurship in young Jews aged
30 or younger.

o The Lifetime Achievement Award, in
honour of Helen Suzman, awarded to a
Jewish person who has contributed in
an extraordinary manner, in their specific
field, over a lengthy period of time.

© The Community Service Award, going to a
Jewish person who has served the Jewish
community with remarkable distinction.

 The Arts, Science, Sports & Culture
Award, going to a Jewish person who has
excelled in any of these spheres.

© The Chivas Humanitarian Award, in hon-
our of Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, awarded
to either a Jewish or non-Jewish person
who has contributed substantially to the
betterment of the lives of the people of
South Africa.

The black-tie awards evening is replete
with music, comedy and a sparkling array
of the who’s-who of South African Jewry.
There is no other event on the social cal-
endar which attracts as many high profile
individuals as the Absa Jewish Achiever
Awards.

2014 winners

In 2014 the Jewish Report Humanities
Lifetime Achievement Award, in honour of
Helen Suzman, went to Meyer Kahn; the
Chivas Humanitarian Award, in honour of
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, went to Professor
Jonathan Jansen; the Art, Sport, Science
& Culture Award went to Professor Valerie
Mizrachi and the KIA Community Service
Award went to Rabbi Dovid Hazdan.

The 2014 Absa Listed Company Award
went to Steven Braudo, deputy CEO of
Liberty Life. In the Absa Unlisted Company
Award category, Ivor Ichikowitz of the
Paramount Group won. The Absa Entrepre-
neur Awards went to Popimedia’s Daniel
Levy, Ryan Silberman and Gil Sperling. The
newest award, the Creative Counsel Young
Entrepreneurs award, went to Nadav
Ossendryver.
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No rocky road in Comrades for these ladies

JACK MILNER

Three women athletes from Rocky Road Run-
ners Club in Johannesburg were among the
16 584 starters in Sunday’s Comrades Mara-
thon. This year it was an “up” run, starting in
Durban and finishing in Pietermaritzburg.

Taryn Greenblatt, Tali Zulberg and Gabi
Dennill all completed the race and earned
themselves bronze medals in the process. They
are all feeling “a little tender” but proud of their
achievement.

Taryn, 32, performed best of the trio, com-
pleting the gruelling 87,7km race in a time of
nine hours, 13 minutes and 59 seconds. She
finished in 2 337th place overall, but in position
186 in her gender and 112 of 1511 women in
her category. It was her first Comrades.

“Why do I do it? It was just to achieve some-
thing. My husband has done it and I'm sure
he’s going to want to go back each year. But for
me, I'm done,” said Taryn, echoing a common
refrain when bodies are still smarting from the
hammering.

“It’s been on my bucket list but I've got my
medal and that’s it. They say you want to go
back and do the down run the next year, but not
for me. It was hot and hard. I just walked Polly
Shorts from bottom to top.”

Tali finished the race in 09:28:54 to finish in
2 750th position overall, 227th out of 3 453
starters in the women’s race and in position 136
in her category.

“Yes, I'm sore and tired but I suppose I love
the camaraderie of it all. I love the group I train
with and I suppose you go back to beat your pre-

MACSTEEL

Offering you the most
comprehensive range of
steel products and value
added processing services

in Africa

= Aluminium - Laser Cut Tubing

- Blanking - Lipped Channels

- Bright Bar - Open Sections

- Castellated Beams - Palisade Fencing

- Cellular Beams - Pipe Fittings

- Cold Form Sections - Plasma Cutting

- Cold Saw Cutting - Plates

- Conveyance Pipe - Plate Bending & Rolling
- Corrugated Roofing - Pre-coated Sheets

- Drilling - Pressure Vessel Steels
- Expanded Metal - Profile Sections

- Fencing Products - Purlins

- Flame Cutting - Rails

- Flanges - Reinforcing

- Fluid Control Systems - Roofing Solutions

- Freestock - Sheets

- Galvanized Sheets - Slitting

- Galvanized Tubing - Special Steels

- Grating - Stainless Steels

- Guillotining - Stretcher Leveling

- Harveytiles - Structural Steels

- Heat Treatment Services - Technical Consultancy
- High Strength Steels - Tool Steels

- Hollow Bar - Tubing

- IBR Roofing - Valves & Actuators

- Laboratory Services - Wear Resistant Steels
- Laser Cutting - Zincalume Roof Sheets

Best Quality, Service, Value!

MACSTEEL

SERVICE CENTRES SA

The Macsteel Group - Africa’s leading steel supplier - www.macsteel.co.za

vious times. [ will definitely be back next year.
In fact, I am looking to get a green number,” for
the magical 10 runs, said Tali.

She has completed three events and will need
another seven for her to get a green number.
But she really takes this event seriously.

“We do about four regular 42km marathons
and three ultra-marathons every year. This
year we ran an international marathon in Rot-
terdam. Again it’s all about the camaraderie.
We choose an international marathon and go
together as a group.”

In last year’s down-run, Tali completed the
race in a faster time - 08:49 - but this year she
was also hit by another problem which affected
her time. “T had hip issues a few weeks back and
that may have made me a bit sluggish.”

Gabi, at 29, is the youngest of the three and
she completed the race in 09:42:11 to end up in
3183 position overall, 281st in her gender and
160th in her category.

Tali Zulberg with fellow Rocky Road Runners
teammate Devan Rick at Sunday’s Comrades
Marathon.

Israel soccer’s Fifa reprieve

JACK MILNER

The question of whether Israel should be
banished from the world soccer body Fifa or
not, became a side show last week when the
organisation was turned upside down with
allegations of bribery and money laundering by
its senior officials.

The news then came on Tuesday evening
that newly-elected president Sepp Blatter - re-
elected for a fifth time - had finally agreed to
step down.

But last Friday, 163 Fifa members voted at
the body’s AGM in Switzerland, in favour of the
Palestinian amendment to the motion (with
nine against and 37 abstaining). While the
headlines focused on the shelving of a resolu-
tion that would have suspended Israel, more
realistic commentators have suggested that
anybody celebrating an Israeli victory shouldn’t
overdo it.

The Palestinian soccer body at the meeting
withdrew its demand that Israel be suspended,
but warned that it wasn't the end of the story.

Politics, something Blatter claimed he tried
so hard to keep out of Fifa, was probably
what gave Palestinian Soccer Federation boss
Jabril Rajoub a change of heart. A Palestinian
insistence that Fifa vote for Israel’s suspension,
would have ended in failure. They needed a 75
per cent majority, which they would not have
got. The new watered down proposal was a
compromise to which most countries agreed.

Michel Platini of Uefa, the European soccer
body, was believed to be working hard to get
the old motion withdrawn. Some reports say
that Tokyo Sexwale figured prominently in the

decision and that Rajoub explicitly mentioned
Sexwale as having played a critical role in his
decision to withdraw the motion to have Israel
expelled.

In the end, the way the Palestinian soccer
boss saw it, was that the predicted defeat of the
motion would have given a stamp of approval
to Israel’s so-called “violations”.

But eventually, 167 delegates voted for the
amendment that passed: “Restrictions of Pal-
estinian rights for the freedom of movement.
Players and football officials both within and
outside the borders of the occupied State of Pal-
estine, have been systematically restricted from
their right to free movement, and continue to
be hindered, limited, and obstructed by a set of
unilateral regulations arbitrarily and inconsist-
ently implemented.

“This constitutes a direct violation by
IFA of Article 13.3 of the Fifa Statute, spe-
cifically in relation to Article 13.1(i) and its
correspond|[ing] articles in Uefa rules.”

Fifa has now appointed the equivalent of
a probation officer for Israel and has chosen
Sexwale to head the monitoring committee
that will deal with Palestinian grievances. The
establishment of the committee will enable
the Palestinians to continue to pester Fifa
and it puts Rajoub under the loupe of social-
media activists who will demand proof that a
corrupt Fifa hasn’t bought him off. According
to Ha’aretz, the monitoring committee leaves
Israel in a state of constant tension. Any ex-
pression of racism on the Israeli soccer field and
the delaying of a soccer player at the Allenby
crossing, would be grounds for deliberations
and possible punishment of Israel.

Alas, Israel is not off the hook.

NORTHWIND
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EGGS

Offers valid till 10th June ‘15 « While stocks last

1 LONG AVENUE CNR RIDGE AND SUMMERWAY GLENHAZEL | CALL: 011 440 9517 | info@kosherworld.co.za | www.kosherworld.co.za
TRADING HOURS: MON-THURS 7AM-10PM | FRI: 7AM-4PM | SAT:1/2 HOUR AFTER SHABBOS -10PM | SUN: 8AM - 10PM
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TRULY KOSHER

Winter, warming
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CT PROGRAMME 16 JUNE

CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTRE
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kL0 DR EFRAIM ZUROFF RABBI DR TZVI HERSH WEINREB RABBI SHAIS TAUB RABBI MORDECHAI BECHER

NAZI HUNTING WHAT PARENTS AND CHILDREN CAN LEARN FROM EACH MY NAME IS... AND | AM A HUMAN BEING: UNLOCKING FROM CAIRO TO CAMBRIDGE: HIDDEN TREASURES FROM
OTHER YOUR EMOTIONAL SOBRIETY THE CAIRO GNIZA

MIRIAM KOSMAN

EEEL N CHIEF RABBI DAVID LAU ALEX CLARE & YONATAN RAZEL RABBI DONIEL KATZ

Q&A NEVER TOO LATE: THE ALEX CLARE STORY | CLARE MASTER-  MIND-HACKING: A MASTER CLASS IN JEWISH MEDITATION, IT'S A MAN'S WORLD BUT MAYBE IT SHOULD BE A WOM-

CLASS: MY LIFE IN MUSIC | RAZEL CONSCIOUSNESS AND CONNECTING MIND & HEART, BODY '
& SOUL !
t¥2 I RABBI YITZCHAK DAVID GROSMAN RABBI SHAIS TAUB T RABBI DR TZVI HERSH WEINREB
STORY OF A DEDICATED LIFE SOUL MAP & MEDITATION ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND MENACHEM MENDEL OF KOTZK:
WORKSHOP. TRANSFORMING PSYCHOLOGICAL FAULTS INTO SPIRITUAL
7727\ STRENGTHS
13:00
LZEVU CHIEF RABBI DAVID LAU & CHIEF RABBI WARREN GOLDSTEIN REBBETZIN TZIPORAH HELLER RABBI MORDECHAI BECHER MIRIAM KOSMAN
LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP THE BALANCING ACT: HOW TO BRING THE POWER AND , . _ POETRY IN THE TRENCHES
PASSION OF TORAH INTO OUR HOMES, OUR CHILDREN - AND  1HE SOUL'S SEARCH FOR G-D: KABBALAH, SCIENCE, SOC
OLOGY AND CRICKET
OURSELVES
FEEVON HELLER, WEINREB &TAUB SAUL BLINKOFF RABBI DONIEL KATZ
RELATIONSHIP ESSENTIALS MY DISNEY TALE. COLOURING OUTSIDE THE LINES THE NEW ANTI-SEMITISM: HOLOCAUST DISTORTION AND SELF-LOVE AND JEWISH UNITY

THE REWRITING OF HISTORY

NEW
SPEAKER

LI MINCHA

ECD-1 N RABBI MORDECHAI BECHER | RABBI DONIEL KATZ | CHIEF RABBI DAVID LAU

TODAY WE CAN...

DBN PROGRAMME 17 JUNE

DURBAN JEWISH CENTRE

16:45 QUIN VX WN\[DR{Y
NAZI HUNTING

EYA L CHIEF RABBI DAVID LAU | CHIEF RABBI WARREN GOLDSTEIN | RABBI MORDECHAI BECHER

Due to popular demand Sinai Next is back in JHB.
It's the best of Sinai Indaba exclusively for
high school learners.

FREE
21 JUNE
2PM

BOOK NOW
sinai-indaba.co.za

Cape Town Durban Johannesburg Port Elizabeth
CTICC Durban Jewish Club Sandton Convention Centre Hebrew Congregation

16 June 17 June 20-21 June Abraham Levy Centre
20-21 June

BOOK NOW SINAI-INDABA.CO.ZA 011 880 2199

[ macsTee | @ Investec Discovery W$rarm

Pharmacists who care



MAP YOUR SOUL

ENJOY A

DISNEY ENDING

Cape Town Durban Johannesburg Port Elizabeth
CTICC Durban Jewish Club Sandton Convention Centre Hebrew Congregation
16 June 17 June 20-21 June Abraham Levy Centre
20-21 June

BOOK NOW SINAI-INDABA.CO.ZA 011 880 2199

MACSTEEL N este @ D DVve 3 Dis-Chem
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