
Art, antiques, objets d’art,  
furniture, and jewellery  
wanted for forthcoming auctions

Alexis Preller,
oil on board

SOLD R140,000

For more information 011 789 7422 • 011 326 3515 • rka@global.co.za • www.rkauctioneers.co.za
Bram Fischer Centre, Lower Ground, 95 Bram Fischer Driver Cnr George Street, Ferndale, 2194

14ct gold poison ring set with 
central cabochon emerald and 
surrounded by rows of diamonds 
SOLD R20,000

Norman Catherine,
oil and sand on board

SOLD R85,000
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TALI FEINBERG 

Like Jews around the world, Cape Town business 
�R�Z�Q�H�U���$�L�P�H�H���/�H�L�J�K���.�R�I�I���Z�D�V���K�R�U�U�L�“�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���Z�D�Y�H��
of misinformation online as Israel was subjected 

to a rain of rockets from Hamas. So, she wrote a Facebook 
post about how Israel has the right to defend herself. In 
response, she was subjected to a torrent of antisemitism 
and abuse.

“The most racist and ruthless nation is Israel those 
dogs. May G-d send a decease (sic) to those thiefs (sic) 
and may they die in the gutters. And you my dear may 
the skin from your face peel off. Remember Hitler left 
�D���I�H�Z���-�H�Z�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���W�R���V�K�R�Z���K�R�Z���H�Y�L�O���-�H�Z�V���D�U�H�����<�R�X��
�-�H�Z�L�V�K���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�K�D�W���-�H�Z�V���Z�H�U�H���Q�R�W���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D�O�O���R�Y�H�U��
... Jews are known to be stingy and greedy people,” were 
just some of the comments that a Mahida Khan Moolla 
wrote to Koff.

Abdul Gafaa Sadick chose to 
subject her to the age-old antisemitic 
trope of the blood libel: “We don’t 
support you or your products made 
with the blood of innocent children 
and babies,” he wrote.

These were just some of the 
hundreds of messages sent to Koff 
�E�\���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V��
platforms. They hounded her with 
�D�Q�W�L�V�H�P�L�W�L�F���P�H�V�V�D�J�H�V�����Y�H�U�E�D�O���D�E�X�V�H����
and calls to boycott her business, 
which sells beauty products. They also 
pressurised a large online retailer to 
stop selling her products. A few days 
later, they went after her sister, sharing 
�K�H�U���S�U�R�“�O�H���R�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�����7�K�H��
abuse was so bad, Koff got a message 
�I�U�R�P���D���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���V�D�\�L�Q�J�����O�<�R�X��
must be careful ... you could be in 
danger.”

“It was extremely traumatic,” Koff 
told the SA Jewish Report. “I was 
scared for my safety and felt helpless. I 

was scared to go out, and still am.”
She has since consulted lawyers, a counsellor, and 

�S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�R�U�V�����O�,�W���Z�D�V���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���V�W�U�H�V�V�I�X�O���I�R�U���P�\��
�I�D�P�L�O�\���D�Q�G���P�\���E�R�\�I�U�L�H�Q�G�����H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���K�H���L�V�Q�M�W���-�H�Z�L�V�K��

�O�,���K�D�Y�H���E�U�R�D�G���V�K�R�X�O�G�H�U�V�����,�M�P���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H�P���P���V�K�H��
says. She doesn’t regret posting about Israel, but does 
�U�H�J�U�H�W���W�K�D�W���K�H�U���S�U�L�Y�D�F�\���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V���Z�H�U�H�Q�M�W���R�Q�����O�:�K�\���G�R���,��
need to feel scared about being proud to be Jewish?” she 
asks. She says she is still being cyber-bullied and getting 
hate mail on a daily basis.

�0�H�G�L�F�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���D�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���:�L�W�Z�D�W�H�U�V�U�D�Q�G��
(Wits), Dylan Rendel, was taken aback when a fellow 
medical student posted on the class Telegram group 
encouraging classmates to go to an anti-Israel protest at 
the Israeli embassy. Rendel asked that the group “refrain 
from posting any political related things on this group 
�Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���E�H���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���W�R���R�W�K�H�U�V���R�Q���K�H�U�H�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D���F�O�D�V�V��
group for medicine.”

From that point on, he was subjected to a campaign 
of abuse and defamation by fellow medical student. 
In response, someone called Imraan Mansoor said he 
wanted to punch Rendel. An anonymous Instagram 
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���V�H�Q�W���5�H�Q�G�H�O���D���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J�����O�,���N�Q�R�Z��
that you’re currently studying at Wits, and I just want you 
�W�R���N�Q�R�Z���R�Q���E�H�K�D�O�I���R�I���0�$�1�<���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���L�Q���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K��
Palestine, be careful when you get into your car, we know 
your number plate.”

With the assistance of the South African Jewish Board 
of Deputies (SAJBD), Rendel opened a case with the 
�6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���3�R�O�L�F�H���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H���Z�K�R���V�H�Q�W���W�K�H��
�W�K�U�H�D�W�����+�H���V�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���:�L�W�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H����
�V�K�X�W�W�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���7�H�O�H�J�U�D�P���F�K�D�W���D�Q�G���I�X�O�O�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J��
the matter.

Cape Town estate agent Lisa Osrin added a “frame” 
�W�R���K�H�U���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���S�U�R�“�O�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���,�V�U�D�H�O���E�X�W��
online trolls decided to attack her. The frame said, “I stand 

with Israel”.
“I got a lot of hate messages, but it’s not only me,” 

says Osrin. “I got a million messages from people 
saying the same thing happened to them. Teachers in 
�-�R�K�D�Q�Q�H�V�E�X�U�J���J���Z�K�R���W�H�D�F�K���0�X�V�O�L�P���N�L�G�V���J���K�D�Y�H���S�X�W���X�S��
frames supporting Israel and got really nasty messages.”

One Zakariya Baker sent an email with the subject line 
“conduct of employee”, supposedly “reporting” Osrin’s 
support of Israel. The same person shared a photo of 
Osrin with the caption, “Here is a South African who 
openly is expressing support for an apartheid state. Do 
you miss the good old days? For anyone interested, this 
person is an agent for [property company]. Do with this 
information what you will.”

�2�V�U�L�Q���V�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���O�X�Q�Q�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�P����
�V�K�H���L�V�Q�M�W���Z�R�U�U�L�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���K�H�U���V�D�I�H�W�\�����O�,���K�D�Y�H�Q�M�W���V�H�H�Q��
�D�Q�\���-�H�Z�V���E�H�K�D�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���P���6�K�H���V�D�\�V���K�H�U��
�Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���O�����������V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H�P�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�H�U��

non-Jewish boss also added a frame 
supporting Israel.

Photographer Chad Nathan shared a 
balanced post about Israel on Instagram, 
written by a friend, and immediately faced 
a backlash online. “Let’s make sure he gets 
the attention he seeks. We might not be 
�D�E�O�H���W�R���J�H�W���U�L�G���R�I���W�K�H�P���M�X�V�W���\�H�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H�U�H����
But here we could!” wrote Abdullah Sonday, 
�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���D�Q���L�P�D�J�H���R�I���1�D�W�K�D�Q�M�V���S�U�R�“�O�H��

Says SAJBD National Director Wendy 
�.�D�K�Q�����O�:�H���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H�U�H���L�V��
a crisis or war in Israel, diaspora Jewry is 
�D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G�����7�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H��
in antisemitism in South Africa during the 
�*�D�]�D���F�R�Q�t�L�F�W�V���L�Q�������������������������������������D�Q�G��
�������������,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���G�R�X�E�W���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H���W�K�L�V���W�U�H�Q�G��
�L�Q���R�X�U�������������V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V��

“They are using intimidation as their 
�W�R�R�O���R�I���F�K�R�L�F�H���P���V�D�\�V���.�D�K�Q�����O�:�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
�D�V�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
students, professionals, and business 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�R�[�L�F��

SA Jews face vitriolic antisemitism online

See story on page 10www.jhbchev.co.za

“TO SAVE ONE LIFE IS TO SAVE A WORLD” ~ Sanhedrin 37 a
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Torah Thought

We have a responsibility to be inclusive
Rabbi Julia Margolis, 

Beit Luria  
Progressive Shul
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NICOLA MILTZ

“!ey [Israel] have to wake up. Now!” shouted 
African National Congress (ANC) secretary-
general Jessie Duarte at an ANC picket at the 
Israeli embassy in Pretoria on Tuesday morning, 
25 May.

“If we don’t stop this imperialism in Israel, 
one day they will move into Africa and start 
dispossessing our land. !ey will become the 
next imperialists of the world. !ey are getting 
ready for this,” she told the 100 odd people 
around her sporting ANC t-shirts or flying the 
ruling party’s flag.

Duarte, speaking to a crowd of supporters 
from the ANC and its alliance partners, called 
for the Israeli embassy in Pretoria to pack up 
and leave the country following Israel’s 11-day 

defensive campaign 
against Gaza.

In an o"-the-
cu" tirade, she 
mentioned three 
times that neither 
she nor the ANC was 
antisemitic, saying, 
“And I want to make 
it clear that we aren’t 
against people of the 
Jewish religion.”

A bit later, she 
said, “Our movement 
isn’t against and I 
want to repeat it 
because Israel has 
already said that I am 
antisemitic. I can just 
say that that is the 
most stupid thing to 
say.”

And just in case 
no one heard, 
she repeated it 
again, “Tomorrow, 
they’ll have in 
the newspaper 
how antisemitic 
we are. We aren’t 
antisemitic.”

Describing what 
was happening in 

Israel as “genocide”, 
Duarte called for 
a complete break 
in all diplomatic 
ties with Israel 
and supported the 
boycott of Israeli 
goods.

Duarte said 
South Africans who 
sent their children 
to serve in the 
Israeli Defense Forces were “part of the problem” 
in the conflict between Israel and Palestine, and 
“should stop”.

She was quoted saying, “We cannot be friendly 
with people who are genocidal.”

In a tweet by journalist Govan Whittles, 
Duarte was quoted as saying, “Our defence 
industry must stop importing bits of defence 
technology from the state of Israel”.

On behalf of the party, she called on Israel 
to “stop its campaign of murder and atrocities 
against the Palestinian people”. She accused 
Israel of not being a “democratic society”, 
describing it as a “military junta”. !e party 
called on the United Nations to put “relentless 
pressure on Israel”.

Reading from a memorandum with a set of 
demands, Duarte said Israel must recognise the 
rights of the people of Palestine to their land and 
freedom.

She said it wasn’t enough to downgrade the 
embassy in Pretoria, it should close. “Go home, 
go talk about what you are doing wrong, invite 
us, we will come and talk to you and help you 
to bring about peace in both Israel and [for] the 
Palestinians. But please go home.”

After listing the ANC’s demands, she gave 
the Israeli embassy 14 days to respond saying, 
“Wishful thinking. !ese arrogant people will 
not even accept this memorandum.”

!e South African Jewish Board of Deputies 
described Duarte’s attack on Israel as 
inflammatory.

It said for someone who holds the highest 
executive o#ce in the ruling party, Duarte 
“should know better than to use inflammatory 
and irresponsible language at such a volatile 
time”.

“Duarte threatened to storm the Israeli 

embassy, which would be in clear violation 
of all international diplomatic regulations. 
Furthermore, her bizarre claims that Israel is 
becoming a global imperialist are ludicrous. 
!is delusional and paranoid statement is 
embarrassing for a woman in such a key 
position. Her numerous references to genocide 
are scandalously false, and make a mockery of 
victims of real genocide,” the Board said.

In reference to Duarte’s insistence that neither 
she nor the ANC were antisemitic, the Board 
quoted Hamlet, saying “!e lady doth protest 
too much, methinks,” summing up Duarte’s rant 
outside the embassy.

“One wonders why Duarte needs to keep 
stating this? For all her protestations, the theme 
of manipulative Jewish power, particularly 
in the financial sphere, comes through all too 
clearly, however much disguised by code words 
like ‘Zionist’ and ‘Israeli’,” it said.

South African Communist Party o#cial 
Solly Mapaila called for protests by workers to 
continue until the Israeli embassy was closed 
down and trade ties with Israel completely 
severed.

ANC Gauteng Chairperson David Makhura 
said the Palestinians were a stateless people, a 
nation in search of nationhood experiencing 
apartheid aggression every day. He told 
reporters, “We aren’t picketing against the Jews. 
!ere are many Jews who understand that this 
is a question of justice.”

Former Israeli ambassador to South Africa, 
Arthur Link, tweeted, “Can you imagine what 
a great place South Africa could be if @MTANC 
‘leaders’ like Jessie Duarte cared half as much 
about vaccines, fighting corruption, job creation, 
and education as they do about gathering a few 
dozen people to toyi toyi against Israel.”

ÒIsraeli imperialists are planning to take our land,Ó 
says Jessie Duarte ANC secretary-

general Jessie 
Duarte



Precious Court St James jewel! Stylish 2 Bedroom, 2 1/2 Bathroom 
apartment renovated with great Þnishes. 2 spacious bedrooms 
both en suite & 2nd bedroom with enclosed study/work area, 
2 beautifully renovated bathrooms and a guest loo, modern  
open plan kitchen, ßowing to beautiful living/dining area, with 2 
balconies overlooking garden & complex pool. Safe & secure with 
24/7 Professional guard access. Within walking distance to The 
Sandton Shul, Morningside Shopping Centre and Medical and 
Educational Facilities. This apartment ticks all the boxes!

Web Ref: RL761212 2.5

REAL
LIFE !"#$%&'(#(")

INVEST IN PROPERTY IN ISRAEL
FROM R5 MILLION 
Contact Herschel Jawitz in strict conÞdence
082 571 1829 | herschel@jawitz.co.za

A magical 4 bedroom family home set in ÒGarden of EdenÓ Move 
right in to this pristine bright and airy 4-bedroom home. Huge 
lounge with Þreplace and dining room, stunning playroom o! 
modern kitchen. 2 Bathrooms (main en suite). Large entertainers 
covered patio with stunning built in server overlooking exquisite 
garden. Sta! accommodation, lots of o!-street parking. Double 
tandem carport. Walled. Excellent security.

WAVERLEY | R 1 350 000
A nicely, renovated unit in one of WaverleyÕs older, sought-after 
complexes. Stylish, open plan kitchen overlooks spacious living 
room & dining area, lovely, big main bedroom, 2nd bedroom, 3rd 
smaller bedroom/study, 2 modern, neat bathrooms, enclosed 
balcony o!ers an additional room for discretionary use, 2 parking 
bays. Situated in a secure, well-managed complex with easy 
access to the M1 & major commercial/retail districts. Walk across 
the road to the Waverley Shul.

Web Ref: RL737953 2
Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

GLENHAZEL | R 2 799 000

Web Ref: RL771344 2
Joel Harris 082 926 0287     National Sales Consultant of the Year
Laureen Shalpid 083 789 0229  Sandra Luntz: 083 679 1247

MORNINGSIDE | R 2 399 000

FOR SALEFOR SALE

Well-loved 4-bedroom family home in a great location. This home 
has a spacious lounge, separate dining room and family room 
both with Þreplaces leading out to covered patio and spacious 
tropical garden with lovely pool setting. Charming courtyard. 
Large eat in kitchen with separate scullery and breakfast nook, 2 
bathrooms (main en suite), Study. 2 electronic garages and sta! 
accommodation. Close to many shuls, shops in the area and 
schools. Genuine seller wants o!ers.

GLENHAZEL | R 2 599 000

Web Ref: RL771184 2
Joel Harris 082 926 0287     National Sales Consultant of the Year
Laureen Shalpid 083 789 0229  
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Principal targeted in 
RedhillÕs anti-Israel flare-up
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Anti-Israel protest outside Redhill School

P
ho

to
s:

 Il
an

 O
ss

en
dr

yv
er



!"#$%&#'#(#)*+,#!-!.4   /0#)123/4#516758

MIRAH LANGER

! ionists must be kicked out of 
Johannesburg and South Africa like 
the Nazis were defeated, a speaker at a 

pro-Palestinian protest outside the o!ces of 
the South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) 
declared on Sunday.

ÒWe are saying Zionists and the [SA] Zionist 
Federation, there is no space for you here in 
Johannesburg. You must get out. "ere is no 
space for you in South Africa. Like the Nazis 
were kicked out, the Zionists must be kicked 
out.Ó

So said Johannesburg-based attorney Ziyaad 
Ebrahim Patel, speaking at the protest organised 
by Voice for Justice and the Palestine Solidarity 
Alliance.

SAZF National Chairperson Rowan Polovin 
said this call was the latest Òin a long line of 
provocationÓ. It ÒwasnÕt surprisingÓ that ÒBDS 
[Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions] leaders 
antisemitically call for a South African Jewish 
body to be Ôshut downÕ alongside their calls for 
shutting down the Jewish state,Ó Polovin said.

PatelÕs call, Þlled with hatred on the other 
side of a wall from a gathering of Jewish people 
holding a pro-Israel peace rally, was greeted with 
repeated chants of ÒZionism is racismÓ by the 
crowd of hundreds of anti-Israel supporters.

"e rally in support of Israel organised by the 
SAZF was held behind the walls of the Beyachad 
grounds while the protesters stood outside. 
When the tops of Israeli ßags being held by 
supporters on the one side were seen by the pro-
Palestinian camp, it made them angry. ÒDonÕt 
hide! Come out!Ó cried supporters, with a voice 
adding repeatedly, ÒJou ma se poes!Ó

Inside the Beyachad premises, the Israel rally, 
attended by almost 200 supporters, at times 

drowned out the speakers on the Palestinian 
side while playing Israeli and South African 
music.

However, Patel went on to insist that the 
protesters supported Hamas and wanted more 
attacks on Israel. ÒWe will send those rockets 
to Ashkelon,Ó he urged to huge cheers from the 
crowd. ÒWe will not be apologetic for each and 
every rocket of resistance that goes to Ashkelon 
and Tel Aviv because you are murdering our 
children in Gaza. We see our children being 
taken out of the rubble and we see entire 
families being desecrated and destroyed. Our 
holy mosques are disintegrated. You come with 
your arrogance in Al-Aqsa [mosque] with your 
boots of oppression.Ó

He said Hamas represented the Òresistance 
of PalestineÓ before leading chants of ÒViva 
Hamas, viva the resistance!Ó Earlier the crowd 
also repeatedly chanted, ÒShut it down, shut 
it down!Ó in reference to the Israeli embassy 
in South Africa. Banners held included those 

declaring ÒCtrl Alt Delete IsraelÓ, ÒIsraehellÓ, and 
Òone Holocaust does not justify anotherÓ.

Patel also called for any South Africans 
serving in the Israel Defense Forces to be tried 
as war criminals. ÒWe want all of those dockets 
sitting at the National Prosecuting Authority 
to be investigated, and for war criminals to 
be prosecuted in South Africa and in the 
International Criminal Court.Ó

In terms of the hoped outcome for the region, 
Patel declared, ÒWe talk about solutions Ð there 
is only one solution in Palestine: a one-state 
solution.Ó

Amera Valiallah, an organiser for Voice for 
Justice, spoke to the SA Jewish Report a!rming 
PatelÕs call for the SAZF to be shut down. ÒWe 
are calling for the closing of the [SA] Zionist 
Federation Ð an organisation like this that 
supports supremacy, that is so blatantly in 
support of an ethnic cleansing state, doesnÕt 
have a place in our constitutional democracy,Ó 
she said.

She said her organisation deÞned Zionism 
Òas elitism: itÕs the same thing that Hitler was 
trying to do with the Aryan race: we see over 
and over again. ItÕs white supremacy, itÕs any 
sort of supremacyÓ.

Valiallah declared that the demonstration was 
about human rights, saying, ÒItÕs not a Muslim 
versus Jewish protest.Ó

At the rally, cries of ÒAllahu Akbar!Ó (G-d is 
great) were chanted consistently.

Valiallah said as a new organisation and one 
founded by the youth, Voice for Justice couldnÕt 
o#er a Òconcrete solutionÓ to conßict in the 

region, but what it wanted was peace.
"e pro-Israel peace rally was organised after 

the pro-Palestinian one was declared. Valiallah 
said the discontent raised by the decision to 
demonstrate outside the SAZF o!ce showed 
that it was Òe#ectiveÓ. She said while supporters 
had made a plan to work around the other 
demonstration, Òwe honestly wish they didnÕt 
pull this move because we are here to execute 
and exercise our Section 17 rights, and this is 
honestly disrespectful because they are trying 
to meet us with violenceÓ.

Asked if they had experienced any violence 
from the Israeli side, she said, Ònot at this 
moment because we had to re-root our protest 
and re-plan what our action was going to beÓ.

Another organiser of the pro-Palestinian 
march, who asked to be identiÞed only by his 

Þrst name, Zaid, said that as a Palestinian 
himself, he knew the situation on the ground. 
Hamas was resistance and Òresistance isnÕt 
terrorism. Terrorism is when you bring terror 
into hearts, and thatÕs what Israel is doing.

ÒHamas isnÕt using human shields. It has 
nowhere to go. "ere is a wall around it. 
Everything is operating underground.Ó

Zaid said, ÒWe donÕt have a problem with 
Judaism. I have a lot of Jewish friends.Ó 
However, Palestinians need to have political 
power. ÒYou canÕt have two governments and 
one state; it doesnÕt work. We can live with 

Jews, but we 
canÕt live with 
the government 
of Zionism.Ó

Although 
the organisers 
originally 
arrived early 
to talk to the 
Johannesburg 
metro police 
department, 
and negotiated 
to have 200 
demonstrators 
in Elray Road, 
more than 

double that number were allowed, including 
children and babies in prams.

Lior Keinan, Israel Ambassador to South 
Africa, said that the facts of the conßict had 
been obfuscated in the way the world was 
reporting on the matter. ÒPeople tried to 
create an alternative reality that Israel wasnÕt 
protecting itself Ð that suddenly one day, Israel 
woke up in the morning and started to kill 
people. "ere is a reason why in court you have 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth.Ó

Bafana Modise, a representative for South 
African Friends of Israel, said it o#ered its 
support as Christians to have Òone voice against 
the hatred in the world and also to reclaim our 
apartheid narrative which was sold in Durban 
[at the 2001 World Conference Against Racism].

ÒPeace wonÕt happen if we continue to 
demonise Israel,Ó he said. ÒHamas isnÕt the way. 
Palestinians shouldnÕt be used as war proxies; 
they deserve better.Ó
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Pro-Israel supporters at the SAZF rally

The crowd gathered at 
the Palestinian Solidarity 

Alliance protest

Johannesburg-based 
attorney Ziyaad 

Ebrahim Patel
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The IUA-UCF is pleased to 
announce that Lior Levy 
has been appointed as the 
new Executive Director of 
the IUA-UCF.

Lior has a history of 
success in serving SA 
Jewry which will stand 
him in good stead. Lior has 
spent years serving the 
community contributing 
to the successes of the IUA-
UCF as senior fundraiser. 
LiorÕs main priorities is to 

continue fostering meaningful working relationships and 
collaborations that he has helped to build in his previous 
position over the last 5 years.

Lior is eager to apply his many personal and professional 
experiences gained in the management and fundraising Þeld 
to guide the IUA-UCF into the next phase of its evolution. His 
goal is to keep Israel alive in the hearts of all South Africans, by 
assisting the SA Zionist Federation and the SA Jewish Board 
of Deputies in achieving their mandate by keeping South 
African Jewry united, educated, informed and safe. LiorÕs 
long term goal is to encourage our community to keep the 
longevity of our organisation alive for years to come.

We wish Lior every success his new position.

Please contact Lior for any further information.

lior@beyachad.co.za | 011 645 2525  
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What you need to know about vaccinations
PROFESSOR BARRY SCHOUB
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United we stand
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! donÕt recall there ever having been so much antisemitism 
and hatred towards Israel as there is now, and yes, itÕs 
mostly on social media.
IÕm well aware that most people in the know say that 

every time there is violence in the Middle East and Israel is 
involved, there is a marked upswing in this behaviour. Some 
insist it has been far worse. I canÕt argue about this because 
I probably wasnÕt as overtly attuned to it as I am now.

Now, it stands out vividly for me. As a journalist, itÕs 
always hard for me to criticise my colleagues, however I 
cannot ignore the massive bias in the mainstream media.

In the car on Tuesday morning, I caught 702 news in 
which the newsreader spoke about the ceaseÞre agreement that followed the barrage of 
missiles from Israel into Gaza. Such an agreement, as I understand it, refers to an end to Þring 
from both sides, but according to this station and other mainstream media, this was a one-
sided a!air. "ey reported on only a barrage of rockets from Israel.

"e newsreader proceeded to tell of these terrible Israeli police who launched a wave of 
arrests in which they incarcerated hundreds of Israeli Palestinians for their participation in 
recent Òsit-insÓ. "ese apparent sit-ins were in support of Palestinians in East Jerusalem and 
Gaza.

"e police sounded like the worst kind of thugs who would arrest en masse these poor 
people who simply conducted a peaceful protest. It didnÕt make any sense. When I got back to 
my computer, it took me all of two minutes to Þnd out the truth.

Police were arresting people for rampaging through Israeli cities Ð like Lod, Haifa, Acre, 
and Tiberius Ð during the 11 days of Operation Guardian of the Walls. "ey attacked Jews 
and Jewish properties. Rocks were thrown at motorists, cars were set alight, and properties 
vandalised. Ten shuls were set on Þre, and Jewish pedestrians were attacked.

"e point is, itÕs easy to understand why police would clamp down on violence like this. 
"ey would do so in any country. However, arresting innocent protesters following sit-ins 
sounds terribly cruel. Why didnÕt the radio station get all the facts? Why did it put across a 
story that would undoubtedly intensify the already massive hatred towards the Jewish State? 
Why would it go with one source that is known to be biased against Israel?

I donÕt get it. Why would a media company purposely push the boundaries of truth that is 
unequivocally going to fuel an already ßaming Þre towards Jews and the Jewish State?

IÕm seeing it all over mainstream media. I keep thinking to myself, am I going mad or 
are my former colleagues and friends giving only one side of the story? I admit that Israel 
has made and can make errors of judgement Ð we all can, and do. However, to ignore 4 000 
missiles being launched into Israel is to ignore the truth. And as journalists, the truth is what 
we are meant to be o!ering.

IÕm aware there is no such a thing as total objectivity and the way we write our stories has 
some form of bias. However, itÕs our job as the media to tell the truth as far as possible, not 
to leave out half the story!

"e media aside, I do believe the Jewish community is feeling threatened, and not 
without good reason. "e number of antisemitic social-media posts and threats has 
multiplied. PeopleÕs livelihoods have been threatened because they have stated that they 
stand by Israel (page 1). Others are simply fearful of saying it because they donÕt want to 
create rifts between them and those who are vocal about their anti-Israel position. "ey also 
donÕt want to be lambasted.

From the African National Congress protesting outside the Israeli embassy, to anti-Israel 
protests outside Beyachad in Fairmount, to an early morning protest outside Redhill School, 
we hear the chant of: ÒFrom the river to the sea, Palestine will be free.Ó

"is slogan isnÕt a cry for peace or a two-state solution, itÕs a very clear assertion that the 
land lying between the River Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea will be Palestine. In other 
words, the area that is Israel will be destroyed to become an all-Palestinian territory. "ey 
are calling for the all-out destruction of the Jewish State. And this isnÕt antisemitism? "e 
total annihilation of the Jewish State can be nothing if not antisemitic.

Is there any wonder we, as Jews, arenÕt feeling so secure?
HereÕs the thing, now isnÕt the time to get upset with another Jewish person who might 

have jumped the queue for vaccines or who decided not to go to the Beyachad rally on Sunday. 
Now isnÕt the time to Þnd fault in each other. Now isnÕt the time to Þnd fault in a leader who 
made an error of judgement or a Jewish journalist who is trying to do their job to the best of 
their ability.

We arenÕt perfect.
Now is the time to join arms across our community, and face this foe as one. Now is the 

time to stand up and be counted as a community, not with violence or rhetoric on social 
media.

We donÕt need to cower. We need to Þght for our rights with intelligence and wisdom.
We need to work together to Þnd smart solutions to these clear and apparent problems that 

have arisen.
"e reality is that this may be a problem that emanated from the Middle East, but Israel 

isnÕt here to Þght it for us. Here, on the southern tip of Africa, we as Jews need to work 
together to sort it out.

We arenÕt Israel, and Muslims in South Africa arenÕt actually our enemies. We need to Þnd 
ways to achieve a peaceful resolution to our problems here, not allowing racist and antisemitic 
threats. Where there has been genuine hate speech and crimes, these need to be dealt with by 
the law.

You see, a people united can never be defeated. We need to put aside our di!erences and 
put our heads together.

If one Jewish person is being victimised because theyÕre Jewish, we canÕt look for faults in 
them, we need to stand behind them and support them in their time of need.

ItÕs simple and the only strategy we can use going forward.
LetÕs be safe and united.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost Maunder
Editor

-./*!%&0.1")$!"#$%&'()*+', Support for terror: 
explaining the inexplicable

PROFESSOR MILTON SHAIN

" he origins of all wars are contested. IsraelÕs 
ÒOperation Guardian of the WallsÓ is 
no exception. Relying on the logic of cui 

bono Ð or he who stands to gain Ð some attribute 
a Machiavellian role to Prime Minister ÒBibiÓ 
Netanyahu. It cannot be gainsaid that shortly 
before the conßagration, there were signs that an 
alternative government was in the making.

Other commentators blame the war on 
IsraelÕs short-sighted behaviour: over-zealous 
action by security forces at the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
during Ramadan and the mishandling of a 
complicated legal case in JerusalemÕs Sheikh Jarrah 
neighbourhood.

President Mahmoud AbbasÕs decision to not hold 
long overdue Palestinian elections is also cited as a 
proximate cause.

"e broader context of course is the plight of the 
Palestinians.

Whatever the cause, Hamas saw an opening, and 
has done its best to show that itÕs the protector 
of Al-Aqsa and the authentic voice of Palestinian 
aspirations.

Contestation around causation and the 
apportionment of blame is predictable. WhatÕs 
astonishing, however, is the substantial support for 
Hamas (and Islamic Jihad) in the West. Both these 
movements oppose democracy and all thatÕs valued 
by human-rights activists. Each has a track record 
of terror. Ask Fatah Ð or at least those members 
who survived the bloody Hamas military coup in 
Gaza in 2007.

Yet, in spite of HamasÕs odious tactics that 
include the placement of artillery in schools, 
mosques, and close to apartment buildings and 
hotels housing journalists, tens of thousands in 
many Western cities are happy to march in support 
of this terror movement. Who cares about the 
indiscriminate Þring of rockets at Israeli civilians?

Protestors are seemingly oblivious to the 
medieval worldview and visceral Jew-hatred 
of Hamas. Not even its blatantly antisemitic 
founding charter Ð which ampliÞed global Jewish 
machinations and included a reference to the 
notorious fabrication, !e Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion, raises doubt among the so-called progressive 
left. Young and old are happy to join forces with a 
movement that would catapult human rights back 
to the dark ages.

"e reality is that Hamas is undermining the 
prospect of a Palestinian state. ItÕs weakening the 
case of peace-seeking Israelis. As New York Times 
columnist Bret Stephens put it, ÒIf you want a 
Palestinian state to exist and succeed, you must 
also want Hamas to be humiliated and defeated. 
HamasÕs sole aim for more than 30 years has been 
to turn a di#cult but potentially negotiable conßict 
into a non-negotiable, zero-sum holy war.Ó Only a 
week ago, Hamas political chief Musa Abu Marzook 
told Russia Today that Jews wouldnÕt be allowed to 
remain in Israel. "at was how he clariÞed what the 
war was about.

Let me be clear. If an intifada had erupted on 
the West Bank two weeks ago, it would have been 
reasonable to argue that the occupation has simply 
gone on for too long. But this is di!erent. Hamas 

and Islamic Jihad are anti-Jewish 
terrorist movements. Both have taken advantage of 
heightened tensions and stoked these with a view 
to political gain at the expense of their opposition, 
Fatah.

Hamas is emboldened by a Western media and 
its fellow travellers. Some will argue that IsraelÕs 
response is disproportionate; but all ignore the 
fact that Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005. All 
should agree that Hamas is a terrorist organisation, 
formally designated as such by the United States, 
Canada, and the European Union.

How then do we account for those marching 
in support of Hamas? We do not, after all, see 
equivalent action against the oppression (some 
would argue genocide) of the Uighurs in China, 
actions by the Xi Jinping regime in Hong Kong, the 
military in Myanmar, not to mention the slaughter 
of civilians in Yemen and Tigre, and the systematic 
murder of Kurds by the Turkish forces in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, the so-called Operation Claw Lightning 
that started a month ago. Innocent children, too, 
su!er in these conßicts.

Yes, I know there has been the occasional limited 
protest against some actions and yes, I know 
that the apartheid regime also raised examples of 
racial discrimination in other parts of the world 
to bolster its case and challenge its detractors. 
However, the energy, steam, and passion behind 
those supporting Hamas and Islamic Jihad is 
unique and needs explanation.

Some have argued that one can choose oneÕs 
cause Ð that one cannot focus on all evils. "e 
question, however, remains. Why do so many 
choose the Israeli question? Is it because the region 
is home to the three Abrahamic faiths? Is it because 
of oil sensitivities in the region? Is it because ÒJews 
are newsÓ?

None of these explanations is compelling. A more 
likely reason is that a 
historical amnesia has 
descended Ð identiÞed 
as such by Jacob 
Talmon more than 40 
years ago. In response 
to the new leftÕs anti-
Zionism at the time Ð 
the precursors of those 
marching today Ð the 
renowned historian 
suggested that these 
Òyoung revolutionariesÓ 
were Òhypnotised by 
the facile theory of 
the two camps: that of 
imperialism and that 
of oppressed peoples 
Þghting for national 

liberationÓ.
But reality is more complex. "ere has been a 

continuous Jewish presence in the land of Israel 
for more than 2 000 years in spite of the Greek, 
Roman, Arab, and Crusader conquests.

Historical amnesia, however, is only a part 
explanation. Another is more sinister: Israel is the 
collective Jew Ð the Jew writ large. Put simply, the 
Jewish state embodies an unresolved obsession 
with Jews in the Western consciousness.

Columnist Brendan OÕNeill expressed this with 
great clarity in the Spectator: ÒIt seems to me that, 
increasingly, there is nothing very rational or 
normal about the hatred for Israel that sporadically 
sweeps the West. Rather, Israel has become a 
whipping boy for the elites, a nation that has 
cynically been turned into the embodiment of evil 
by virtue-signalling Westerners in desperate need 
for an outlet for their rage and pontiÞcation.

ÒWithout an alternative explanation,Ó continues 
OÕNeill, Òthe rest of us will be justiÞed in wondering 
if perhaps an old, dark hatred, whether wittingly 
or unwittingly, underpins the manic loathing of 
Israel.Ó

¥  Milton Shain is emeritus professor of historical 
studies at the University of Cape Town.
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Use your heart and head to make sense of the conßict
PAULA SLIER

! write this with an overwhelming sense of 
sadness. !e past two weeks have been 
di"cult for everyone. Quite a few people 

have messaged me in private saying that for 
the Þrst time in their lives, they are feeling 
unsafe living as Jews in South Africa.

For me, it has been very di"cult to witness 
the terrible pictures coming out of Gaza. My 
colleague who lives there spent one night 
outside in the street after his neighbourÕs 
apartment building was destroyed in an Israeli 
airstrike. I was brought to tears when he 
interviewed a teenager who was the Þrst to 
Þnd the bodies of his father, younger brother, 
and cousin. !e youngster broke down while 
talking about the last time his father hugged 
him and told him to be brave. His pain was as 
raw as it gets.

It reminded me of a previous conßict 
when I was reporting from inside Gaza, and I 
interviewed a 15-year-old girl whoÕd lost her 
leg, also to an Israeli airstrike. ÒNobody will 
marry me now,Ó she sobbed, Òthe only man 
who will take me will be an old man to be his 
second wife.Ó

To be human is to be moved by these stories, 
but not to let them cloud our understanding 
of whatÕs going on, and certainly not to make 
sense of them by being engulfed with hatred 
and loathing for the other side.

Because for every Gaza story, I have an 
Israeli one to match. Like the Þve-year-old boy 
whose brother was serving in the army and 
who would stay up late every night drawing 
pictures for him so he wouldnÕt feel alone on 
the border.

Or the 90-year-old woman who was 
watching TV in her living room two weeks ago 
when a rocket exploded in her home. She lost 
both legs and is on life support in an Israeli 
hospital as I write this.

And what about the injured soldiers whose 
lives are forever changed and who no-one 
writes about?

Ziv Shilon is a 33-year-old former Israeli 
commander who lost his left arm and has 
only 10% movement in his right one after an 
improvised explosive device almost killed him 
in Gaza in 2012. He was unconscious for four 
days.

I meet him in the garden of his Herzliya 

home. He mentions mornings that the PTSD 
(post-traumatic stress disorder) gets so bad, 
he canÕt get out of bed. But this isnÕt what he 
wants to talk about.

ÒIf losing part of my body and soul is the 
path I must travel for serving my country, then 
that is my journey,Ó he smiles.

Shilon is as close as IÕve ever got to 
meeting a modern-day hero. Shrapnel that 
wouldÕve blinded him missed his cornea by a 
millicentimetre. Doctors were convinced he 
wouldnÕt pull through. But he did, and doesnÕt 
feel bitter at all. Instead, he talks about how 
he and his soldiers risked 
their lives to prevent 
civilian casualties in Gaza.

ÒIÕm proud to have 
served my country in 
Gaza, and would do 
it again,Ó he repeats 
several times during our 
interview.

My point is: both sides 
have pain and su#ering. 
!ere are lives in Israel 
and Gaza that have forever 
been a#ected by the cycles 
of violence between the 
sides. One personÕs death 
reverberates through 
dozens of changed lives.

My second point is: you 
canÕt compare pain and 
su#ering Ð and we mustnÕt 
try. But neither must we 
be taken in by the barrage 
of anti-Israel sentiment and lack of reporting 
in mainstream media reßecting the Israeli 
position. Israel Defense Forces (IDF) soldiers 
are made out to be villains committing war 
crimes on helpless Gaza civilians. It can leave 
supporters of Israel feeling lost and confused.

I remember the Þrst war I covered. It was 
2006, the Second Lebanon War between Israel 
and Hezbollah. It was midnight, and I was at 
the Metula fence on the Israel-Lebanon border. 
In those days, we were allowed to talk to the 
soldiers just before they crossed over into 
enemy territory. I remember the fear in their 
eyes and one soldier asking me to pray for him.

I also remember a group of women soldiers 

linking arms to form a barrier a year earlier in 
one of the Jewish settlements in Gaza that was 
being evacuated. Abuse was hurled at them 
by young teenagers who were being dragged 
from their homes. One brown-eyed soldier 
was crying, the tears ßowing down her cheeks 
without a free hand to wipe them away.

In Lebanon, thereÕs a museum that 
showcases all the remnants Hezbollah Þghters 
have captured o# Israeli soldiers Ð tins of 
kosher food line the shelves as do pieces of IDF 
uniforms with blood on them. I remember a 
pair of blue-rimmed sunglasses.

!e Palestinian struggle has become a 
celebrity cause for people. News anchors to 
social media inßuencers and Hollywood stars 
talk about the Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
territories. ItÕs almost fashionable to be pro-
Palestinian. !is year, United States rights 
group Human Rights Watch and Israeli rights 
group BÕTselem (both of whom the Israeli 
government accuses of bias) announced that 
Israeli o"cials were Òguilty of the crime of 
apartheidÓ, a term that has become far more 
prevalent than it ever was before.

Pro-Palestinian activists have gone as far 
as to say that itÕs too late for Israeli o"cials 
or tech companies to turn the tide on social 

media. Israel and Zionism are 
losing the public-relations 
war, they declare.

But to the mom whose husband was lost 
at sea during the Yom Kippur War, itÕs not 
about PR. I never thought someone could 
die of a broken heart until I heard her sonÕs 
story. He was just 12 years old, and was so 
traumatised by images of his dad drowning 
that a year later, he simply gave up living. 
After trying everything to help him, his 
mother said she came to understand that 
she needed to let him go to join his dad. !e 

boy died.
Last week, I sat down with Leah 

Goldin, the mother of 23-year-
old Hadar who was killed and 
kidnapped during the last Gaza war. 
His body is being held by Hamas as 
a bargaining tool.

ÒIÕm asking as a mother, please 
help us, please bring Hadar home. 
We arenÕt a bereaved family. We are 
a captive family, Þghting to bring 
our son home.Ó

And then she broke down.
ÒHadar was engaged to be 

married. And his ÞancŽ was married 
two weeks ago to someone else 
É which makes me very happy 
because we want our kids to build 
their lives and show that terror 
never wins.Ó

I know that by publishing this 
piece in the SA Jewish Report IÕm by 
and large preaching to the converted. 

But the constant barrage of allegations 
being levelled against the IDF and Israeli 
government might be leaving some at a loss as 
to whatÕs really happening and even doubtful 
about IsraelÕs actions. DonÕt be taken in by 
the numbers game Ð which side has more 
casualties Ð and donÕt be misled by the one-
sided stories of pain and su#ering. Listen to 
your heart Ð and reason.

¥  Paula Slier is the Middle East bureau chief of RT, 
the founder and chief executive of Newshound 
Media International, and the inaugural winner 
of the Europcar Woman in Leadership Award of 
the Absa Jewish Achiever Awards.
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OPINION

In spite of its venom-
tipped rhetoric, Tshwane 
still sticks to its old two-
state principles, even if its 
conditions would be mostly 
unpalatable to the Israeli 
electorate.

AmericaÕs culture war could threaten Israel from within

Why write a response to Ramaphosa?
!e key points made by Ramaphosa were 
incorrect, and so we wrote as much in 
defence of the truth as in defence of Israel. 
He argued that IsraelÕs occupation was 
the root cause of the current conßict and 
that Israel was evicting Arabs from East 
Jerusalem in a manner akin to apartheid-
era forced removals. He also said that Israeli 
security forces had launched assaults on 
Muslim worshippers, that IsraelÕs strikes 
on Gaza were ÒsenselessÓ, and that Israel 
had bombed journalists. We were able to 
demonstrate that those claims were either 
misleading or baseless in that Israel was 
under attack, had a right to self-defence, and 
that South Africa should be standing with 
Israel.
What is your take on the consequences 
of the conßict?
A positive of sorts is that HamasÕ ability to 
target Israel has been degraded. A second is 
that the Abraham Accords held up in the face 
of a determined Iranian e"ort to fracture 
them. A third is that American support for 
Israel held across the Democratic Party, in 
spite of an attempt from within that party to 
isolate Israel. A fourth is that several central 
European states were bold in their support 
of Israel.
And what were the negatives?
!ere are a number, but letÕs deal with 
two big ones. A Þrst is the extent to which 
Arab-Jewish relations within Israel may 
have fractured. If the damage is serious, 
it potentially opens an internal front of 
conßict that must be added to the external 
fronts that Israel has always fought on.

Iran knows that a military assault on Israel 
from without is, in a sense, futile, because 
IsraelÕs military defence is too strong. If you 
cannot attack it successfully from outside, 
you might have better luck trying to do 
so from within. !at few Israelis saw the 

tie between AmericaÕs culture war 
and their own internal security 
worries me.

!e second negative is 
that Western opinion on 
Israel has, I think, been 
altered over the past 
week. Coming on the back 
of AmericaÕs culture war 
inspired by the spectacular 
rise of critical race theory 
in the West, Israel is now more 
vulnerable than ever to American 
public opinion turning su#ciently far that 
a future White House might limit support 
for Israel. !e e"ect would be to weaken its 
external defences. Should IsraelÕs enemies 
succeed in fomenting an internal front while 
also weakening external defences, Israel 
becomes very vulnerable.
YouÕve spoken a lot about the role of 
Iran.
Yes, indeed, this is critical to understanding 
what transpired over the past week. !e 
Iranians, after the setback of the Abraham 
Accords last year, have, I think, regrouped. 
Iran is emboldened by what I read as 
the Biden administrationÕs naivete on 
Iranian nuclear ambitions. ItÕs a lesson of 
history that you cannot placate or appease 
revolutionary ideologues. I also suspect 
that the Iranians have astutely perceived 
that the rise of critical race theory in the 
West presents them with the opportunity to 
apply the theory to the Israeli/Palestinian 
question in order to undo American support 
for Israel.
YouÕve spoken a lot about critical race 
theory Ð what is it?
!e potential inßuence of this theory is now 
the greatest threat to the survival of Israel. 
Critical race theory underpinned the culture 
wars that spurred the Black Lives Matter and 
QAnon movements in America to exploit 

that countryÕs existing racial divides 
to cleave a great chasm across 

which AmericaÕs damaging social 
and political contestations 
now rage. ItÕs an ideology 
designed to foment conßict 
given that its theoretical 
point of departure is to cast 
societies into unbridgeable 

racial camps of victim and 
perpetrator. Usually the theory 

holds that the perpetrators are 
white and the victims black, with whites 

using their inßuence over Western societies 
to become rich by keeping blacks down. !e 
only way to liberate the victims is to destroy 
the institutions of Western democracy and 
the ÒwarsÓ to do so are culture wars. Jews 
have featured prominently on the periphery 
of critical race theory debates. Ellie Krasne 
of the Heritage Foundation put it well:

ÒAccording to the theoryÕs perverse logic, 
Jews are Þrst and foremost members of 
the oppressor class, bearing guilt for any 
wrong done to any non-white group by any 
white people. Simply put, critical race theory 
repeatedly casts Jews as having outsized 
economic success, even relative to other 
white people, and this supposed success 
makes them the worst of the É oppressors. 
Antisemitism has long depicted Jews as 
racially inferior and extremely clever puppet 
masters who surreptitiously control banks, 
politicians, and the media. Modern-day 
critical race theory does much of the same. 
!is, coupled with antisemitism, targets 
Jews and blames them for perceived societal 
ills. But the goal isnÕt simply hatred of the 
Jewish people; itÕs to upend the civic order. 
Jews are just the scapegoat.Ó

Iranians will try to exploit the theory to 
ÒupendÓ Israel via fomenting a culture war 
against ÒIsraeli apartheidÓ that will incite 
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Pensioner defrauded, then dies under 
suspicious circumstances in hospital

Bernard Katz

Arab Israelis to turn against their Jewish 
neighbours while turning Western opinion 
against Israel to cut o! American support.
How well positioned is Israel to 
counter these threats?
Israel may have a problem here. General 
William Westmoreland, the commander 
of United States forces in Vietnam, would 
later agree with the lament Ò[that] we lost 
the war not in the jungles of South East 
Asia, but on the streets of Washington and 
in the living rooms of AmericaÓ.

"is is very much the evidence of the 
past week Ð that Israel might have been 
dominant on the physical battleÞeld, but 
it doesnÕt possess strategic understanding 
or resources to contest the culture-war 
battleÞeld.
How could that danger play out?
In Þve steps. First, Israel remains so 
conÞdent in its military defensive capacity 
and never develops an equally strong 
strategic capacity to confront the far 
greater and more insidious danger of 

culture wars.
Second, America stays soft on Iran, 

allowing the latter to better resource its 
proxies in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, 
and Syria.

"ird, every few years, Iran incites rocket 
attacks against Israel in order to present 
IsraelÕs response as genocidal Israeli 
aggression.

Fourth, that message gets traction in 
the West because it resonates well with 
critical race theory and the idea of ÒIsraeli 
apartheidÓ.

Fifth, reading the public mood, a future 
Democratic administration in Washington 
gradually cuts Israel o!. "is may take 10 
to 15 years, but Israel would be a sitting 
duck, and its Jews forced out of the Middle 
East into a great new global diaspora.
Some Jews and Israelis will say this 
cannot happen.
IÕm afraid the things that cannot happen 
do happen more often than they should.

AmericaÕs culture war could threaten Israel from within
>>Continued from page 8
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Uplifting Shavuot as Chev vaccinates residents and Holocaust survivors

Sandringham Gardens resident Betty Milner getting her COVID-19 vaccination
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Antisemitism Òon an unprecedented scaleÓ, say British Jews
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A protester marches at a London rally against IsraelÕs actions in Gaza
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Israel losing battle for global opinion
ANTON HARBER
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OPINION

When looking at the 
media, one can point to 
many instances of partial, 
biased, unfair, one-sided 
coverage, leaning both 
in Palestine and IsraelÕs 
favour
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Afrikaans, Jewish, and on YouTube, advocating for Israel

TALI FEINBERG

!  volunteer firefighter who was born in 
South Africa has been at the forefront 
of the fight to protect IsraelÕs ÒGaza 

envelopeÓ Ð the area of Israel that shares a 
40km border with the Palestinian enclave.

Former farmer Keith Isaacson, who is head 
of security in the Eshkol region, says his family 
made aliyah to the area in 1975 and has never 
left Ð and he will stop at nothing to protect it.

Last week, a video went viral of Isaacson 
standing in front of a fire which he said was on 
a moshav nearly 7.5km from the border with 
Gaza as a result of a rocket landing there. For 
him, it was just another day at the office, as 
he attempted to help wherever he could as the 
area faced a barrage of destruction from the 
sky.

Of the 4 000 rockets fired into Israel over 
the past two weeks, Òjust more than 1 200 
were fired into the Eshkol region, and of that, 
72 were fired directly into kibbutzim and 
moshavim. If 30% of missiles are shot into one 
area, it definitely has side effects,Ó he says.

These include rockets that have burned acres 
of agricultural land in Israel, and residents 
leaving the area to get a break from the 

incessant stress. ÒWe donÕt call it evacuation,Ó 
says Isaacson. This is home for him and so 
many others, and they certainly arenÕt leaving.

Though people in the area are resilient, 
Isaacson says, more than 50% have had to 
have counselling to deal with the trauma of 
living under a rain of rockets. ÒIÕm sure there 
will many more. The whole world comes to 
this area of Israel to learn about how we 
treat trauma because there is no one more 
experienced.Ó

One of his most challenging moments in 
recent days was Òsaving wooden houses from a 
big fire. It surrounded us, but we managed to 
fight it.Ó Though the farmÕs fields were burned, 
heÕs satisfied that they managed to save the 
homes from going up in flames.

ÒMy father is from Johannesburg, my 
mother from Namibia. We made aliyah in 
1975, straight to a moshav next to Gaza,Ó 
Isaacson says. A husband and the father of two 
sets of twins, he was a farmer until 2014, when 
Operation Protective Edge wreaked havoc on 
the region.

ÒAfter that, I decided to close my farm 
and go into security, hoping to restore the 
confidence that was damaged in 2014. I 
mostly work with the army because itÕs such 

a sensitive area which shares 
borders with Gaza and Egypt. I 
also work with emergency units 
like fire fighters and rescue 
teams.Ó

Isaacson says that 40km Ð two 
thirds of the Eshkol regionÕs 
border Ð is shared with Gaza, and 
20km with Egypt. ÒIn those 20km, 
there are many problems with 
fighters from ISIS [the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant] 
interacting with the Egyptian 
army, which affects us daily. 
ItÕs not our fight, but because 
itÕs so close, we are affected. 
ISIS is trying to smuggle drugs, 
and itÕs violent smuggling, with 
shooting. This whole area feels 
the bombardment of the Egyptian 
army. ItÕs not a quiet border.Ó

Yet, ultimately itÕs a peaceful 
region, with wide-open spaces 
and the beauty of farming 
communities. When he was a 
farmer, IsaacsonÕs main crop 
was chrysanthemums. ÒItÕs the 
biggest farming area in Israel 
Ð about 450!000 square metres 
of agricultural land,Ó he says. 
ÒItÕs mainly tomatoes, but also 
vegetables and citrus.Ó

Terrorists across the border 
know that the fields are 
susceptible to fire and take 
advantage of it. ÒThey send fire 
balloons and kites which are 
always carried inland as the 
wind flows in from the sea. They 
donÕt care about nature and 
conservation. But for us, to see 
the fields burn is traumatic. Since 
2019, they have burnt 40 000 
square metres. But lately it has 
been much less as we have better 
equipment and are much more 
organised. There is much more 
co-operation between fire fighters 
and nature reserves.Ó

The area is also affected by 
terrorist tunnels, snipers, drones, 
and anti-tank missiles from Gaza. 
Another danger from the recent 
rocket attacks is missiles left 
on the ground, some of which 
havenÕt yet exploded. ÒWe have 
the demolition squad come in, 
and their work can take up to a 
month,Ó Isaacson says. But, in 
spite of the dangers, ÒI doubt one 
family will leave the area,Ó he says. 
His parents, brother, and three 
out of his four adult children live 
in the Eshkol region.

As Israel battled Hamas, 
Isaacson says, ÒWe definitely 
hit them hard Ð especially their 
military capacity and tunnel 
network.Ó He points out that the 
Israeli army Òworks tirelessly to 
prevent the loss of innocent life, 
sending warnings for civilians 
to evacuate well ahead of 
operationsÓ. In this context, most 
of those killed were terrorists, 
and the total loss of life in Gaza 
was low compared to what it could 
have been if any other army was 
at war in such a highly populated 
area.

As the ceasefire came into 
effect, Isaacson notes that Òthere 
are many different factions in the 
terrorist groups, so we hope that 
no factions break the ceasefire. We 
are ready for anything, and we are 
proud to be civilians of this area.Ó

ÔWeÕre ready for anythingÕ, says ÞreÞghter on Gaza border

Keith Isaacson

Theo Kriel



!"#$%&'!(#)%*+),   13-.#/01#2#3#$456#-7-8

T
LG

80
62

© 2019 BDO South Africa Services (Pty) Ltd. 

Our team of over 1 400 professionals, operating 
from 7 ofÞces in South Africa, offers a unique 
combination of local market knowledge coupled 
with an international network, personal service and 
a professional approach. We shine a unique lens on 
clientsÕ businesses to see the people beyond the 
numbers and establish where they are going.

www.bdo.co.za

CLARITY.  
ORDER.  
DIRECTION.

MIRAH LANGER

! !"#$"%&'!#()**+,&-.#*+'-#,"/"0#1)%-)%#&,#
-!"#23("#)2#),4&,"#!3-"5#6-#,""7'#-)#0"203*"#-!"#
7&'(+''&),#)2#6'03"4#-)#()+,-"0#344"83-&),'#)2#

()4),&34&'*#3,7#4"30,#39)+-#:34"'-&,&3,#!&'-)0.5#;!&'#
&'#-!"#37/&("#)2#3(-&/&'-#<+7.#<)(!*3,#39)+-#!)%#
9"'-#-)#()="#%&-!#-!"#(+00",-#0&'"#&,#3,-&'"*&-&'*#&,#
*3&,'-0"3*#3,7#')(&34#*"7&35

>?'1#.)+0'"42#%!3-#.)+#%)+47#7)#&2#.)+#%"0"#
4&/&,8#%!",#-!"#3,-&'"*&-&'*#-!3-#%)+47#4"37#-)#-!"#
@!)3!#%3'#0&'&,8A#6#7),B-#-!&,1#3,.#)2#+'C#1,)%&,8#
%!3-#!3==","7#,"D-C#%)+47#'3.C#EF"-B'#&8,)0"#&-5#F"-B'#
+,2)44)%#-!"#G3H&'C#3,7#4"-#-!"*#7)#%!3-#-!".#%3,-#-)#
�G�R���M���:�H���Z�R�X�O�G���D�O�O���H�[�S�R�V�H���W�K�H�P�����Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G���“�J�K�W���W�K�H�P����
%"#%)+47#-0.#-)#(!3,8"#')(&"-.CI#'3&7#<)(!*3,#3-#3#
%"9&,30#)083,&'"7#9.#-!"#@?#J&),&'-#K"7"03-&),C#-!"#
6'03"4#L",-0"C#;!"#?0(!C#3,7#;!"#M3'"#-!&'#%""15

>N""=#-!3-#&,#*&,7#3'#3,-&'"*&-&'*#&'#0&'&,8#&,#
20),-#)2#+'#,)%5#O),B-#=+-#.)+0#!"37#&,#-!"#'3,7#3,7#
&8,)0"#&-CI#-!"#K0",(!P9)0,#2)0*"0#6'03"4&#O"2",'"#
K)0("'#')47&"0#'3&75#<)(!*3,#(),-&,+"'#-)#'"0/"#3'#
3#0"'"0/&'-C#3,7#&'#34')#&,/)4/"7#&,#)083,&'3-&),'#3,7#
),#/30&)+'#=+94&(#=43-2)0*'#-!3-#7"34#%&-!#$"%&'!#
"7+(3-&),#3,7#+,&-&,8#6'03"4&#3,7#:34"'-&,&3,#3(-&/&'-'5

�7�K�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���L�Q�t�X�H�Q�F�H�U���V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���D�F�F�X�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
-!3-#6'03"4#%3'#3#()4),&34#'-3-"#!37#-)#9"#-+0,"7#),#
-!"&0#!"375#>6,#-"0*'#)2#()4),&'3-&),#3,7#'"--4"*",-'C#
-!"'"#30"#-"0*'#7"'(0&9&,8#2)0"&8,#"D="0&",("'#3,7#
2)0"&8,#&,7&/&7+34'#()*&,8#&,-)#3#43,7#-!3-#7)"',B-#
9"4),8#-)#-!"*C#3,7#"D=)0-&,8#-!)'"#0"')+0("'#93(1#
-)#-!"#*)-!"043,75

>;!"#$"%'#30"#20)*#-!&'#43,75#Q!",#.)+#7&8#&,#-!"#
�V�D�Q�G�����\�R�X���“�Q�G���R�X�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����:�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V�����“�U�V�W��
(&/&4&H3-&),C#=0"P()4),&34#&7",-&-.#R#-!"#7"'(",73,-'#)2#
�W�K�H���+�H�E�U�H�Z�V���W�K�D�W���“�Q�D�O�O�\�����I�R�U���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���L�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\����
3(!&"/"7#7"()4),&'3-&),5#Q"#(3*"#93(1#3,7#+,7&7#
%!3-#-!"#<)*3,'#7&75I#Q!&4"#<)(!*3,#3(1,)%4"78"7#
-!3-#-!"0"#!37#9"",#>3#4)-#)2#23&4+0"#&,#9"-%"",I#3,7#
�O�P�X�F�K���W�R���“�[�P���Z�K�H�U�H�E�\���O�Z�H���Z�H�U�H���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���L�W���Z�U�R�Q�J��

39)+-#-!"#)-!"0IC#&,(4+7&,8#:34"'-&,&3,'C#>)+0#
)0&8&,'C#)+0#4"8&-&*3(.C#)+0#&7",-&-.C#3,7#)+0#
(),,"(-&),#-)#-!&'#43,7#&',B-#2)0"&8,I5

S"#34')#(344"7#2)0#3#(!3,8"#&,#439"4'5#>?#
$"%&'!#/&4438"#&',B-#3#'"--4"*",-C#&-B'#3#$"%&'!#
/&4438"#)0#-)%,#)0#(&-.5#Q"#!3/"#-)#'-)=#+'&,8#
-!&'#43,8+38"5I

<)(!*3,#'3&7#3#2+0-!"0#=0)94"*#%3'#-!3-#
-!"#$"%&'!#()**+,&-.C#2)0#-!"#*)'-#=30-C#,"/"0#
4"30,-#-!"#:34"'-&,&3,#,3003-&/"5#>Q"#%"0"#,"/"0#
-3+8!-#-!3-#-!".#30"#0"34#!+*3,#9"&,8'#%!)#
30"#34')#'+22"0&,8T#-!3-#6'03"4#&'#34')#&,/)4/"7#
&,#-!"#'&-+3-&),C#(3,#=43.#3#0)4"C#3,7#!3'#3#
0"'=),'&9&4&-.#-)#7"34#%&-!#-!"&0#'+22"0&,85I

K+0-!"0*)0"C#*3,.#$"%&'!#'-+7",-'#30"#-!",#
"D=)'"7#-)#-!"#:34"'-&,&3,#'-)0.#),4.#3'#'=+,#
),#+,&/"0'&-.#(3*=+'"'#9.#*)/"*",-'#4&1"#
-!"#M).()--C#O&/"'-*",-C#@3,(-&),'#*)/"*",-5#
U,("#-!".#2""4#4&1"#-!".#!3/"#,"/"0#9"",#-)47#
-!"#%!)4"#'-)0.#9.#-!"&0#)%,#()**+,&-.C#3-#
-&*"'#-!".#-!",#0"V"(-#'+==)0-&,8#6'03"4#&,#-!"#
2+-+0"5

;!)'"#'+==)0-&,8#6'03"4#,)-#),4.#,""7#-)#
+,7"0'-3,7#:34"'-&,&3,#!&'-)0.C#-!".#34')#,""7#
-)#+,7"0'-3,7#-!"#%3.#:34"'-&,&3,#'+==)0-"0'#
!3/"#-%&'-"7#-!&'#-)#308+"#383&,'-#6'03"4#')#-!3-#
-!".#(3,#9"--"0#()+,-"03(-#&-5#>Q"#,""7#-)#9"#394"#-)#
'!)%#%!.#9"&,8#3,-&P6'03"4#&',B-#-!"#%3.#-)#9"#=0)P
:34"'-&,&3,5I

?2-"0#344C#'+88"'-"7#<)(!*3,C#*3,.#)2#-!)'"#%!)#
=+0=)0-#-)#9"#=0)P:34"'-&,&3,#30"#&,#23(-#>!&V3(1&,8I#
-!"&0#"D="0&",("#2)0#)-!"0#=+0=)'"'5#>;!".#7),B-#
(30"#%!",#:34"'-&,&3,'#30"#7.&,8#9.#-!"#-!)+'3,7'#
&,#@.0&3T#%!",#:34"'-&,&3,'#30"#'+22"0&,8#9.#-!"#
!+,70"7'#)2#-!)+'3,7'#&,#0"2+8""#(3*='#&,#F"93,),T#
%!",#:34"'-&,&3,'#7),B-#!3/"#"W+34#0&8!-'#&,#$)073,#
)0#30"#'+22"0&,8#&,#0"2+8""#(3*='#-!"0"T#)0#%!",#-!".#
30"#9"&,8#94)(137"7#9.#X8.=-#),#-!"#'&7"#)2#X8.=-#
3,7#Y3H35#;!".#(30"#),4.#39)+-#:34"'-&,&3,#'+22"0&,8#
%!",#&-#(3,#9"#+'"7#383&,'-#6'03"45I#;!&'#*3,&=+43-&),#

!3'#-)#9"#'-)=="75
Q!",#&-#()*"'#-)#-!"#*3&,'-0"3*#*"7&3C#<)(!*3,#

'+88"'-'#-!3-#-!"'"#(!3,,"4'#-",7#-)#()**+,&(3-"#
&,2)0*3-&),#4&1"#3#>')(("0#*3-(!#R#*31&,8#&-#39)+-#
),"#'&7"#/"0'+'#-!"#)-!"0T#3#8))7#8+.#/"0'+'#-!"#
937#8+.I5#;!&'#0"7+(-&),&'-#3==0)3(!#,""7'#-)#9"#
(!344",8"7C#!"#+08"7C#'+88"'-&,8#-!3-#&,#-!&'#(3'"C#
')(&34#*"7&3#&'#3(-+344.#3,#37/3,-38"#9"(3+'"#&-#
344)%'#3#=4+034&-.#)2#/)&("'#-)#"*"08"5

6,#377&-&),C#*)7"0,#*"7&3#!)+'"'#30"#+4-&*3-"4.#
9+'&,"''"'#(),("0,"7#%&-!#'"44&,8#37/"0-&'&,85#?'#
'+(!C#&2#-!"&0#3+7&",("#&'#3,-&P6'03"4C#-!".#%&44#1""=#
-!3-#3,84"#&,#-!"&0#,"%'5#;!"#0"'=),'&9&4&-.#)2#-!)'"#
'+==)0-&,8#J&),&'*#&'#>-)#9"#-",#'-"='#3!"37C#3,7#9"#
394"#-)#(!3,8"#-!"#3+7&",("I5

;!"#=)&,-#34')#&',B-#-)#7"2",7#6'03"4#93'"7#
),#&-'#3(()*=4&'!*",-'C#'+(!#3'#!)%#&-#
(0"3-"7#(!"00.#-)*3-)"'C#70&=#&00&83-&),C#
)0#&,-"0,"-#3==4&(3-&),'5#6-B'#34')#,)-#39)+-#
=43.&,8#>6'03"4&#*+'&(C#"3-&,8#!+**+'C#
3,7#2""4&,8#=0)+7#2)0#3#2"%#*&,+-"'I5#X/",#
!&8!4&8!-&,8#-!"#()+,-0.#3'#3#7"*)(03(.#
&,#-!"#Z&774"#X3'-#&',B-#+'"2+45#>K&0'-#)2#344C#
7"*)(03(.#&'#3#()00+=-#'.'-"*#-!3-#(4"304.#
7)"',B-#%)01#&,#*3,.#=43("'#3,7#7)"',B-#
3(!&"/"#-0+"#V+'-&("#2)0#%!3-#&-B'#&,-",7"7#-)#
9+&47CI#<)(!*3,#'3&75

@"(),7C#!"#W+"'-&),"7#%!.C#&2#*),30(!&"'#
4&1"#;!3&43,7C#$)073,C#3,7#Z)0)(()C#)0#'"*&#
7&(-3-)0'!&='#4&1"#@&,83=)0"C#7&7,B-#!3/"#-)#
7"2",7#-!"&0#4"8&-&*3(.C#%!.#6'03"4#'!)+475

<)(!*3,#(),-",7'#-!3-#3#')4+-&),#2)0#-!"#
0"8&),#%&44#!3/"#-)#()*"#,)-#20)*#-!"#-)=C#9+-#
20)*#-!"#80)+,7#+=5#K)0#3#/30&"-.#)2#0"3'),'C#
>=)4&-&(&3,'#(+00",-4.#&,#=)%"0C#),#9)-!#'&7"'C#
30",B-#&,-"0"'-"7#&,#(!3,8&,8#-!"#'-3-+'#W+)I5#
6,'-"37C#>-!"0"B'#')*"-!&,8#9"--"0#-!3-#%"#(3,#
�F�U�H�D�W�H���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���I�X�O�“�O���W�K�H���D�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���E�R�W�K��
6'03"4&'#3,7#:34"'-&,&3,'5#6-B'#8)&,8#-)#9"#39)+-#
8"--&,8#9)-!#=")=4"#-)#)=",#-!"&0#!"30-'#-)#
0"()8,&'"#-!"#)-!"05I

�,�I���W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���H�Q�G���S�R�L�Q�W�����W�K�H�U�H�M�V���Q�R���T�X�L�F�N���“�[���L�Q��
-+0,&,8#-!"#-&7"#)2#3,-&'"*&-&'*5#>6-B'#,)-#8)&,8#-)#
!3==",#)/"0,&8!-5#6-B'#,)-#8)&,8#-)#!3==",#&,#),"#
(),/"0'3-&),CI#!"#'3&75

G"/"0-!"4"''C#-!"#2)(+'#!3'#-)#9"#),#&,/"'-&,8#&,#
-!"#,"D-#8","03-&),#3,7#"7+(3-&),5#>6-#7)"',B-#*3--"0#
!)%#*3,.#="-&-&),'#.)+#'&8,#)0#43%'#3,7#0"')4+-&),'#
.)+#=3''T#344#-!)'"#43%'#%&44#9"#)/"0-+0,"7#9"(3+'"#
-!"#,"D-#8","03-&),#&'#80)%&,8C#3,7#-!".#30"#383&,'-#
6'03"45#@)#&-B'#)+0#0"'=),'&9&4&-.#-)#*31"#'+0"#-!3-#-!"#
,"D-#8","03-&),#&',B-#4&1"#-!3-5

>[4-&*3-"4.C#&-B'#&*=)0-3,-#&,#-!"'"#-)+8!#-&*"'#-)#
*31"#'+0"#-!3-#%"#-31"#-!"#,"D-#(!3=-"0#)2#)+0#!&'-)0.#
&,-)#)+0#)%,#!3,7'CI#<)(!*3,#+08"75

ÔYou wouldnÕt just unfollow the NazisÕ Ð dealing with online hate
Activist Rudy Rochman 

spreading Israeli  
pride  in Paris
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MEDIA BIAS REGARDING BOMBING OF ISRAEL PUZZLING
I have been reading about the present war in Gaza 
and watching the comments on TV. Mention has 
been made of the thousands of rockets launched 
by Hamas and others at Israel and of the casualties 
caused by Israel in retaliation. According to the 
reports, so far, most of the casualties seem to have 
been Palestinian. Very few Israeli casualties have 
been reported in comparison with Palestinian ones, 
and I found the tone to be one of largely anti-Israel 
condemnation.

I Þnd this puzzling. During and before the 
2014 Arab onslaught on Israel and the erection 
of the Iron Dome defence system, the number of 
rockets Þred from Gaza at the surrounding Israeli 
population was estimated to have been about  
14 000. In fact, it was only after that bombardment 
of the Jewish civilian population by the 

Palestinians reached 80 missiles a day that Israel 
sent in its army.

!e present Palestinian onslaught mentions 
about 2 000 missiles. Some years ago, I visited the 
Israeli village of Sderot which is located on the 
border of Gaza about 5km from Gaza City after it 
had been hit by about 4 000 rockets from Gaza. 
I saw the e"ects of such an assault on a civilian 
city and its population for myself, especially on 
the little ones in the creche, the only bomb-proof 
building in the village.

I also noted that Israel had destroyed some large 
buildings, but in the TV interviews, one of the 
occupants stated that they had been warned by 
Israel of the impending destruction of the ediÞces, 
and so evacuated before su"ering any casualties.  
– Don Krausz, Johannesburg

OUTPOURING OF SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL
Over the years, whenever Israel has had to Þght 
a defensive war against Hamas in particular, 
the world has condemned it. !is time around, 
things have changed.

An interesting article published in Israel Today 
(23 May) stated that the speaker of Knesset, 
Yariv Levin, had thanked various countries and 
organisations for their outpouring of support for 
Israel during the latest round of Þghting Hamas.

Levin said that he had received calls and 
messages of support from Inter-Parliamentary 
Union President Duarte Pacheco who expressed 
unwavering support for IsraelÕs right to self-
defence, as did German Bundestag President 
Wolfgang SchŠuble, and the president of the 

National Council of Austria, Wolfgang Sobotka. 
Letters were also received from pro-Israel groups 
in the parliament of France, Slovakia, Hungary, 
and the Czech Republic. Statements of solidarity 
and support were issued by the parliamentary 
national security committees in Lithuania 
and Latvia, by pro-Israel groups in the United 
Kingdom, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Honduras. In 
Brazil, the son of President Jair Bolsonaro spoke 
in favour of the Jewish state in a speech before 
parliament.

IÕm sure that there are many more in the world 
who are pro-Israel.

!e tide is turning, folks. We arenÕt alone.  
– Sonny Myerson, Cape Town

THE MASTER OF THE ONE-LINER WHO MADE PEOPLE LAUGH
A tribute to the pen of the late Russell Sadowsky, born 
17 November 1936, died 26 February 2021 – my dad, 
my hero, my blood.

You always uplifted your fellow man or woman with 
your jokes, personality, and loved making people happy.

You were a true celebrity who loved 702, letters to 
editors at The Star, Daily Mail, Greek radio station, and 
so on.

Your zest for life uplifted people, and your humour 
will never be forgotten.

As a butcher in Hillbrow, your business card said, 
“Our reputation is at steak” – it was direct and it made 
people laugh. You said, “Mike, never put off tomorrow 

what you can do today.”
You loved calling John Berks and radio stations to be 

heard. They never had to screen you as they knew you 
had something up your sleeve.

Dad, your attributes and one-liner jokes were 
pertinent.

Your wife, Anita; daughter Ros; brothers Lional and 
Cyril; and family in the United States will miss you.

Thank you to the SA Jewish Report for giving me this 
opportunity to write this tribute.

May you rest in peace, and may your legacy live on.  
– Mike Sadowsky, Johannesburg

JEWS IN CROSSHAIRS OF SA GOVERNMENT
!e South African Department of 
International Relations and Cooperation 
(DIRCO) headed by minister Naledi 
Pandor has called for sanctions against 
Israel resulting from the recent hostilities 
between Hamas in Gaza and Israel. 
As the minister of foreign a"airs, one 
would think that her department would 
be aware of a host of unfortunate and 
tragic conßicts around the globe in which 
innocent civilians including children have 
been killed.

Unfortunately, armed with such facts, 
the minister, wearing her colour-coded 
blinkers, sees only one conßict that 
warrants comment from her and DIRCO.

!e conßict in the Tigray province 
of Ethiopia, the Turkish onslaught on 
the Kurds, the Yemen war, the Syrian 
genocide, or the multifaceted conßict in 
Myanmar are just a few of the conßict 
regions around the globe claiming not 
hundreds but thousands of civilian 
casualties including thousands of children 
purposely targeted, as has been the case 
with schools and a hospital in Syria. But 
the good minister marks all those absent, 
and has yet to make any comment about 
the human-rights abuses in these conßict 
regions. Obviously these conßicts donÕt 
constitute such abuses.

Of the 245 killed (on both sides) in 
the Gaza conßict, it seems there wasnÕt a 
single combatant killed in Gaza. Of those 

children killed, it seems there were no 
child soldiers forming part of the Hamas 
militants. Just how blind, biased, and 
antisemitic can this minister be?

South African arms have found their 
way to most of those conßicts except 
Israel, in direct contravention of the 
countryÕs policy of not selling arms to 
countries with doubtful human-rights 
records. But proÞt overrides humanity 
when it comes to the morality of the 
African National Congress (ANC) 
government.

!e South African government needs 
to do some soul searching, and look in 
its own backyard at the crime statistics 
and every other facet of its incompetent 
administration including its abysmal 
management of securing and distributing 
coronavirus vaccines.

When will an administration 
responsible for international relations 
Þnd the responsibility and morality to 
deal fairly with all nations around the 
globe?
ItÕs simple, the ANC government, in its 
international stand and its presidentÕs 
statements, displays blatant antisemitism 
of the worst nature. ItÕs Jews that are in 
the crosshairs of the ANC government, 
and itÕs time that this is called out by 
freedom loving nations, and the ANC is 
condemned for Þring up hatred amongst 
its citizens. – Allan Wolman, Israel

GRATITUDE TO JOBURG CHEV FOR CARE DURING COVID-19
At Golden Acres, we have just received our vaccines against COVID-19. We would like to take this 
opportunity to express our deepest thanks and gratitude to the Johannesburg Chevrah Kadisha. The 
Chev has now administered well over a thousand doses to all residents and staff in all of its facilities, 
free of charge.

As residents of Golden Acres for the past 12 years, and the parents of our late daughter, who 
resided at the Selwyn Segal Hostel for 13 years, there can never be enough words to express our 
sincere gratitude to the organisation that is the Joburg Chev.

Each member of staff (past and present), serves a “holy” purpose. The welfare of each resident 
of every facility has always been the top priority of the management and staff. From a personal 
perspective, all these amazing people have been magnificent, especially during these trying times 
of the COVID-19 epidemic.

May the entire staff (and all the donors) of the Chevrah Kadisha enjoy Hashem’s richest blessings. 
They are most deserving. – Anonymous
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Yom Yerushalayim celebrations at King David Linksfield Senior Primary began with a live walk to the 
Kotel with Israel-education organisation StandWithUs and a moving tekes (ceremony) with a flag 
procession, singing, and dancing. Other highlights of the day included a Grade 6 tour of the sites of 

Jerusalem, a Grade 5 Jerusalem poetry workshop, and sessions run by the DIJE (Division of Informal Jewish 
Education) and Lior Agiv from the South African Zionist Federation.

Virtual tour of Jerusalem a highlight for KDL

Sandton Sinai Primary 
School held a special 
assembly to announce 

the Grade 7 monitors for 
2021. It was a proud moment 
for the school as it was the 
first time it had formalised 
student leadership positions. 
Jesse Bregman was appointed 
head monitor; Saul Ephron 
sports monitor; Ariel Margalit 
cultural monitor; Uriel 
Miller sound and lighting 
monitor; and Jaden Cohen 
events monitor. Mazaltov and 
hatzlacha boys!

Sandton Sinai appoints student leaders

Jesse Bregman; Ariel Margalit; Saul Ephron; Uriel Miller; Mrs Lara Salkinder 
(primary school principal); Jaden Cohen; and Mrs Sofia Caripi (head of 
department intermediate phase)

SA Jews face vitriolic antisemitism online
>>Continued from page 1

posts on their WhatsApp and Telegram groups. Each 
scenario has to be handled differently according to 
the circumstances. We aren’t attempting to shut down 
conversations, but rather ensure that the discussions 
take place in more appropriate forums.”

Says Cape SAJBD Executive Director Daniel Bloch, 
“The social media assault is abusive and intense, 
designed to attack the individual on both a personal 
and professional basis. We cannot advise the 
community whether or not to express themselves 
and what platforms to use – that’s a personal choice. 
However it needs to be aware that social media is 
a platform for hate speech, and people need to be 
prepared for a variety of responses.”

The Community Security Organisation’s Jevon 

Greenblatt says, “There has been a global increase 
in online antisemitic content. In South Africa, we are 
witnessing an increase in cyber-bullying. There are 
numerous reports of South Africans sharing online 
antisemitic content, and we are reviewing the evidence.

“Words turn to actions, so when antisemitism is 
allowed to exist and flourish without consequence, acts 
of intimidation and possibly violence against Jews are 
likely to follow. We are already seeing this in the United 
States and across Europe. In at least three instances in 
South Africa, we have seen cyber-bullying resulting in 
physical threats. These are all being investigated.”

His advice to anyone being harassed is “to report 
any antisemitic incidents immediately, with as much 
information as possible. If it’s a threat or physical 
assault, a case must be opened with the police. Ensure 

that your social media profile has the necessary security 
activated. Be very careful of letting others know your 
family’s location, including your children’s school. This 
should be discussed with your children too.

“Although the conflict may have come to an end for 
now, the global tremors of antisemitism are likely to 
continue,” says Greenblatt. “We must ensure that we 
continue to build and strengthen the overall security 
of our community. This takes time, good people, and 
resources. It’s human nature to think about security 
only when there is a known threat, however this 
is usually too late. It’s incumbent on each of us to 
empower ourselves with the skills, knowledge, and 
actions to remain safe.”

Nicole Rosenbaum, who made aliyah from South 
Africa in 2020, got caught up in an online debate about 

Israel on 24 May 2021. She’s unafraid to ask hard 
questions, and says anti-Israel supporters are usually 
unable to answer them. Instead, many turn to empty 
slogans or antisemitism.

Responding to some of Rosenbaum’s points, a 
Nazeem Hartey Jumbo (who appears to be from Cape 
Town) said, “I’m starting to wonder if the Holocaust was 
a blessing!” Responding to Jumbo, a Sarah Achmad 
(whose Facebook profile says she lives in Cape Town) 
said, “Me too. They never learnt their lesson.”

•  To report antisemitism, cyber-bullying, intimidation 
or threats, email sajbd@sajbd.org (Johannesburg) or 
call, text or WhatsApp the Cape SAJBD’s #ReportHate 
Hotline on 079 994 5573, or complete its 
#ReportHate tool here: https://bit.ly/3hH1ZbU
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Fighting fires after the ceasefire
A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Together with the rest of the Jewish world, 
we welcomed with relief the cessation 
last Friday, 21 May, of the latest deadly 

round of hostilities between Israel and Hamas. The 
conflict lasted 11 days, and resulted in the heaviest 
bombardment of Israeli cities since 2014, but 
fortunately it didn’t necessitate a full ground invasion 
of Gaza. At the time of writing, the ceasefire appears 
to be holding.

Diaspora Jewry has learned to brace itself for 
retaliatory attacks whenever there is a major eruption 
of violence on the Middle East front. Indeed, over this 
past fortnight, there have been a rash of incidents 
around the world, many of them involving serious 
acts of violence and/or vandalism.

Openly targeting Jews outside Israel, even when 
(as was the case here) there can be no doubt as to 
who was guilty of actually instigating the conflict, has 
become the modus operandi of radical Islamist groups 
and their ideological fellow travellers everywhere. 
As shown by a sharp spike in antisemitic incidents 
over the past several days, South Africa hasn’t been 
unaffected by these dangerous trends. However, in 
terms of both numbers and gravity, the impact of these 
attacks on our community has, fortunately, been less 
serious than that experienced by our counterparts in 
North America and Western Europe.

The South African Jewish Board of Deputies 

(SAJBD) is in the process of following up on the 
incidents reported to it. In addition to considering 
how best to bring perpetrators to book, this has 
involved providing support for community members 
who have experienced abuse in various settings, 
including in non-Jewish schools, universities, and 
in the business environment. Working with our 
international partners, we have also assisted in 
addressing the multiple instances of online hate that 
is especially prevalent at times like this.

On the political front, the Board has engaged with 
political leadership and diplomats at the highest level 
to address issues that have arisen, as well as consulting 
and liaising with our global counterparts. We have 
also devoted much effort to making a difference in 
the media arena, ensuring that while still grossly 
biased, the coverage of events hasn’t been all one-
way traffic. I commend those members of the Board 
and the South African Zionist Federation (SAZF), both 
lay and professional, who have come forward to 
present Israel’s case in spite of the profoundly hostile 
environment in which they have to operate.

We also continue to engage on a political level, 
challenging the gross one-sided statements that 
have been issued in the past weeks.

In response to a protest march against Beyachad 
on Sunday, the Board, SAZF, and Community 
Security Organisation (CSO) organised a counter-

demonstration at the same venue. While necessarily 
limited in size because of COVID-19 concerns, 
this gathering provided an important opportunity 
for Israel supporters from within and without the 
community. We will continue to do everything we 
can to protect our community and ensure that our 
right to identify with and support Israel continues 
to be upheld in spite of the efforts of those seeking 
to intimidate, silence, and sideline anyone who 
opposes their radical anti-Israel ideology and in so 
doing, shamelessly flout the fundamental democratic 
principles upon which our society is based.

We request that community members continue 
to appraise us of any incidents they experience or 
otherwise become aware of by emailing the  
SAJBD on sajbd@sajbd.org or by contacting the  
CSO control room on 086 18 000 18 or by WhatsApp 
066 101 8360.

•  Listen to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish Board Talk, 
101.9 ChaiFM, every Friday from 12:00 to 13:00.
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How to throw a protest party

Here’s an opinion I’m fairly certain 
won’t be a popular one. What if we 
looked at this whole protest thing 

from another angle? What if we didn’t meet 
protest with protest, flag with flag, screaming 
with shouting, and what if we didn’t allow hate 
onto the agenda? What if instead of protecting 
our neighbourhoods from the onslaught of 
anti-Israel demonstrators, we welcomed them 
as our guests? Because after all, last Sunday’s 
protestors were our guests. In a strange way.

And I hope we weren’t rude.
Before you explain to me they didn’t wish us 

well, let me pre-empt it by saying that I have a 
list of Shabbat guests we have had in our home 
that were less kind. And maybe more deadly.

I know that if my mom was still alive, 
her first question would be to ask what we 
will be serving our guests from another 
neighbourhood. And because running out of 
food isn’t an option, we would have to go the 
catered route. Although tempted to choose 
falafel and pita, it would be best, I would tell 
her (if she were alive), to keep away from 
anything Middle Eastern. I would hate to 
have resolved the Israel Palestinian conflict 
only to have it fall apart in an argument as 
to who invented humus. No, Nando’s – an 
unequivocally Portuguese and South African 
brand that has the ability to provide kosher 
and halaal – would be an obvious choice.

Not only does everyone love Nando’s, but it’s 
almost impossible to scream something hateful 
while eating a double chicken burger, lemon 
and herb, with no garnish. We have tested this 
on our children. It’s also virtually impossible 
to hold tightly on to a Hezbollah flag with 
marinade dripping down your arm.

Don’t ask me how I know this.
For dessert, I would open it up to the greater 

Glenhazel bakers to whip up something in 
blue, white, red, and green, and mention to our 
pro-Palestinians that if they do want to bring 
something with them into our area, cut up 
fruit always goes down well.

The music choice also can’t be left to chance. 
I would refrain from playing anything by 
Shwekey or Omer Adam, but would definitely 
go with Jerusalema, Johnny Clegg, to remind 
our guests that Jews can both sing and dance, 
and Kaptein, just to mix it up a little.

Whereas I’m fully aware that the success 

INNER VOICE
Howard Feldman

of my protest party is dependent on our 
guests not wanting us dead for being Zionists, 
I do wonder if it isn’t time we considered 
alternatives to the traditional hate festival. 
And, whereas it might be too soon to go the 
Nando’s route, I do believe that in South 
Africa, we have the opportunity to do things 
differently.

Why? Because we aren’t so good at hate. 
Because as South Africans, we can’t help 
ourselves and deep down, we don’t want conflict. 
Scream what we will, I believe that South 
Africans on either side of the Beyachad wall are 
decent people who might view life and history 

differently, but who following a protest, would 
be the first to help each other out.

I believe it’s time for us to take our 
responsibility seriously, and it’s time for us to 

show the world how conflict can be resolved. 
And even if we can’t agree on who invented 
humus, we can always order a double chicken 
burger, lemon and herb, with no garnish.

ABOVE BOARD
Shaun Zagnoev
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