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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

meals prepared per monthloaves of bread p.a.total catering budget p.a.

No matter the quantity of food we serve, each meal is prepared with love and care

Art, antiques, objets dÕart,  
furniture, and jewellery  
wanted for forthcoming auctions
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Cecil Skotness,  
carved, incised and 

painted panel
SOLD R125, 000

Cassina grey leather 
Vico Magistretti chair 
SOLD R14,000 Oriental tall bronze 

vase, in three sections 
SOLD R22,000

Digby Hoets blue  
glazed terracotta pot
SOLD R9,000
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TALI FEINBERG 

It was the middle of the night when Cape Town 
Progressive Jewish Congregation’s (Temple Israel’s) 
Rabbi Greg Alexander (Rabbi Greg) heard that a fellow 

faith leader was being held hostage in a Texas shul on 
Saturday, 15 January.

Although the shocking event was unfolding across the 
oceans, it hit hard as he realised he knew the rabbi being 
held hostage.

“Suddenly the world felt small again. It took a moment 
to register that this was happening,” says Rabbi Greg. 
Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker and his congregants escaped 
around the same time that an elite FBI (Federal Bureau 
of Investigation) hostage rescue team breached the Beth 
Israel Synagogue in Colleyville, Texas, after an 11-hour 
standoff. The hostage-taker, Malik Faisal Akram, was killed.

“My wife, student rabbi Andi, and I met Rabbi Charlie 

in 2001 when we lived in Jerusalem,” recalls Rabbi 
Greg. “Andi and Rabbi Charlie’s wife, Adena, studied 
together at the liberal Bet Midrash on King David Street. 
Rabbi Charlie was a rabbinical student. We spent some 
Shabbatot together, and stayed in touch when they went 
back to the United States and we moved to London.

“We met them at the height of the Second Intifada 
when there were bombings in Jerusalem,” he says. “It was 
a time of fear and uncertainty then, and I can’t imagine 
what it must have felt like now to be in that synagogue, or 

for her watching and waiting...”
“We haven’t seen Charlie or Adena for nearly 20 years 

even though we have followed each other online, and 
have gone in similar directions in our rabbinic work,” he 
says. “They are such amazing people, and are working 
every day for a better world. It’s so important to know in 
talking about this attack that of the many social-justice 
causes he initiated, his synagogue has specifically 

reached out to local Muslim communities and hosted 
them for Ramadan.” Temple Israel has done the same.

As the hostage crisis unfolded during an online 
Shabbat service, Rabbi Greg was alerted to the news a 
million miles away in time and place, late on Saturday 
night (South African time).

“We found out while Rabbi Charlie was still being held 
with the other hostages in the synagogue. The network of 
progressive rabbis around the world were all sharing what 
little information they could find, and we watched with 

horror to see what would unfold. 
Many people davened for their safe 
release. Of course, you immediately 
think of your own shul, wondering 
if it could happen to you. We are 
blessed in South Africa not to 
have experienced the levels of 
antisemitic violence we have seen 
in Europe or America, but that 
doesn’t mean it can’t happen here. 
Please G-d it won’t, ever.”

At times like this, “his synagogue 
could be any synagogue”, he says. 
“When something happens to one 
of us, it happens to all of us.” In 
fact, when Rabbi Greg posted on 
Facebook that he was praying for 
the safety of Cytron-Walker, a local 
Chabad rabbi commented on his 
post, “We are all praying for their 
safe release. Please G-d we will hear 
good news soon.”

Rabbi Greg says Cytron-Walker 
is “the definition of a good guy – a 
mensch of the first order. He’s 

kind, generous, and quick with a smile. As a rabbi, he 
has always emphasised peace work, social justice, and 
interfaith work. Everyone has commented on how calm 
and unflappable he was throughout the crisis.”

He says this isn’t the time to lose hope in connecting 
with other communities. “We will continue to reach out to 
our interfaith partners to build bridges of understanding 
in our local community.”

Asked if he ever imagined something like this 
happening in the shul of a fellow rabbi, Rabbi Greg says, 
“I’m well aware of how incidents of unapologetic Jew-
hatred have increased in the world in the past decade. Ten 
years ago, nobody thought we would be living through 
this kind of violence and verbal attacks, but it’s now sadly 
commonplace.”

In fact, after the deadly Pittsburgh attack in which  
11 Jews were murdered in the Tree of Life Synagogue on  
27 October 2018, Cytron-Walker wrote to people from 
other communities who had supported his congregation 
by expressing their grief.

“When I heard about the deadly attack in the middle 
of our Sabbath service, the feeling was all too familiar,” he 
wrote at the time. “The emptiness and the pain, the anger 
and the helplessness. Too many times in Jewish history 
we faced tragedy without love or support. Too many times 
to count, we were left to pick up the pieces of tragedy and 
destruction. Believe me, the love and support matters. It’s 
something we all should be able to expect of each other. 
Thank you for helping us through these dark times. Thank 
you for standing together. When it comes to hatred and 
violence, we must all stand together.”

In the aftermath of his own ordeal, he once again 
thanked others for their support. “I’m thankful and filled 
with appreciation for all the vigils, prayers, love, and 
support, all the law enforcement and first responders 
who cared for us, all the security training that helped 
save us. I’m grateful for my family. I’m grateful for the 
CBI [Congregation Beth Israel] community, the Jewish 
community, the human community. I’m grateful that we 
made it out. I’m grateful to be alive.”

His words echo that of a psalm which Rabbi Greg says 
is one to remember at this time. “Psalm 116: 7-11 from 
the full Hallel in Rabbi Edward Feld’s beautiful translation 
in Siddur Lev Shalem reads: “‘Be at ease,’ I said to myself, 
‘for Hashem has done this for you.’ You have saved me 
from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; I 
shall walk in G-d’s presence in the land of the living.”

“I hope Rabbi Charlie and the congregants taken 
hostage can ease their hearts with Hallel psalms,” Rabbi 
Greg says. “There’s nothing like !"#$%%$& for articulating 
how it feels to be freed from terrible danger.”

Hostage crisis hits close to home for Cape Town rabbi

A police vehicle sits outside of the 
Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue in 
Colleyville, Texas, some 25 miles west of 
Dallas, 16 January 2022
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WANTEDWANTED
Any make, any model, any condition

Best prices guaranteed!
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This week we read the portion of Yisro, which contains 
one the most famous passages of the Torah – the 
Ten Commandments. We read of the build-up, the 

aftershock, and the actual giving of the Ten Commandments 
on Mount Sinai.

Of the Ten Commandments, the first two were spoken 
by G-d and the other eight by Moses. In the Book of Psalms, 
King David refers to this, and says, “one did G-d speak, two 
were heard”. The Talmud explains this to mean that G-d 
spoke the first two commandments simultaneously, but as 
this was incomprehensible to us, He repeated them as two 
separate commandments. As the creator of man, G-d was 
well aware of human constraints, so why did 
He speak both commandments at once if He 
knew He would have to repeat them?

The Torah comprises a total of 613 
commandments broken down into 
two categories. There are 248 positive 
commandments that we must act upon 
such as putting on tefillin, family purity, and 
making kiddush on Shabbat. The other 365 
are “negative” commandments that inform us 
what we must refrain from, such as prohibited 
actions on Shabbat and non-kosher food. 
This division is echoed in the first two Ten 
Commandments. The first commandment is 
positive – we must express our belief in one 
G-d – and the second is negative – we must 
refrain from worshipping other gods.

Fulfilling the different mitzvot also has 
different effects. A positive commandment 
draws down positive energy into this world, 
making the world a better place to live in with 

blessings and spiritual light. The reward 
for negative mitzvot is the removal of 
negativity – reducing evil in the world 
and removing sickness, suffering, war, 
and spiritual darkness.

When G-d spoke the first two commandments at the 
same time, then repeated them separately, He was teaching 
us that although the commandments seem to differ in their 
form and effect, they are essentially one and the same – to 
make the world a better place. Whatever situation we find 
ourselves in, positive or negative, G-d is teaching us that 
there’s a way to bring blessing and goodness into the world.

Torah Thought

Two sides to the Ten Commandments
Rabbi Pini Pink, 

Chabad Greenstone

Call Jason  
082 401 8239 / 076 210 6532
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It’s best to light where you’ll eat.  The Shabbat candles must be enjoyed, bringing  
additional light and joy to your Shabbat experience. That’s why the ideal place  

to set them up is in the dining room, in view of your Shabbat dinner table.

NICOLA MILTZ

Israel is being used as a political football by striking 
workers, unions, and the anti-Israel lobby in the 
protracted domestic labour dispute with Clover, which 

has entered its ninth week.
Clover was acquired in 2019 by a consortium called 

Milco SA, which is led by Central Bottling Company 
(CBC). CBC is an Israeli-based manufacturer and 
distributor of soft drinks, dairy products, and alcoholic 
beverages.

The merger was complicated from day one as anti-
Israel lobbyists attempted to scupper the much-needed 
R4.8 billion deal.

Essentially, when the merger was unfolding, Clover 

made commitments to the South African competition 
authorities to create more jobs and protect existing jobs. 
However, the company has now embarked on a series 
of retrenchments arising from the restructuring of its 
operations.

Disgruntled workers have downed tools for nearly 10 
weeks in protest over, among other things, restructuring, 
non-payment of bonuses, retrenchments, job losses 
arising from crippling factory closures, salary cuts, and 
working conditions that have allegedly worsened over 
the past two years.

It’s messy, and the relationship between workers, 
unions, and Clover may sour further with no end in sight. 
The anti-Israel lobby has jumped on board from the start, 
lending its voice to the strikes.

It should be noted that job losses were identified 
by Clover before Milco approached it with a merger 
proposal.

Trade unions representing Clover workers, including 
the General Industries Workers Union of South Africa 
(GIWUSA) and the Food and Allied Workers Union, 
said hundreds of workers had already been dismissed, 
while hundreds more had accepted voluntary severance 
packages. They said more jobs were under threat.

Clover has reportedly said it has “explored all possible 
avenues to minimise retrenchments”, but cannot avoid 
lay-offs.

In a statement, the company said retrenchments were 
“necessary to enhance Clover’s resilience for the benefit 
of its collective stakeholders”. The company, it said, “had 
been subject to a difficult trading cycle for several years, 
where economic growth has been poor, costs have 
generally been rising above inflation, and consumer 
spending has been subdued. COVID-19 has added to 
these pressures and the uncertainty faced.”

Striking Clover workers marched through the 
Johannesburg city centre on 18 January, stripping 
Clover products from shop shelves including places like 
Checkers, and leaving them in shopping trolleys.

Last week, there were similar scenes of chaos at shops 
such as Pick n Pay selling Clover products in Observatory, 
Cape Town.

Among many demands, the workers are insisting that 
the company stop plans for further retrenchments and 

reinstate all workers. They also want it to be 
independent of the Israeli CBC. Calls have 
also been made for nationalisation of the 
company.

Political economist Phumlani Majozi 
said that while workers had a constitutional 
right to mobilise and push for their 
demands, it was important to look at what 
motivated this particular strike.

“The matter has been politicised, which 
is a bad approach from our unions, but 
it’s not surprising. Any labour dispute 
shouldn’t be politicised because then the dispute gets 
tainted. Going into the issue of Israel and Palestine isn’t 
going to help their members secure jobs,” Majozi said.

“Going into shops and causing chaos will obviously 
have a negative impact on Clover, and this will definitely 
have an impact on jobs and there will be more job 
losses. It’s sad that this issue is being politicised, and it’s 
sad there are some politically motivated movements 
that have joined in the strike to push their agenda. It’s 
disappointing.”

The South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) this 
week said it was “disturbed” by the “trite attempt” by 
the Boycott Divestment Sanctions (BDS) movement to 
exploit a South African labour dispute to pursue its own 
nefarious, antisemitic agenda.

SAZF National Chairperson Rowan Polovin told the  
SA Jewish Report, “The retrenchments and wage cuts 
which have brought about the strike are, for BDS, merely 
an afterthought in its fervent pursuit of demonising Israel 
in cases where the connection can only be described as 
diluted.”

Polovin said Clover was owned by a subsidiary of 
Israel’s CBC, and it was patent that at its core, this was a 
local labour dispute.

“Lacklustre attempts by BDS have been made in an 
attempt to shoehorn Israel into the fray of this matter 
by stating unfounded conspiracy theories. Chief among 
these bizarre allegations is that Israeli companies are 
attempting to flood the market with Israeli dairy products 
in order to destroy local industry, akin to cases that are 
already plaguing the global South,” he said.

“Furthermore, BDS has accused Israel’s CBC of 

breaking international law, this claim of course being 
made without justification. These allegations are entirely 
baseless, and one can quickly deduce the true intentions 
of the BDS when they are forwarded.”

Political analyst Daniel Silke said industrial action in 
South Africa including strikes and worker unrest applied 
across a variety of industries and companies, so it wasn’t 
necessarily peculiar to a company with Israeli ownership 
or shareholding.

“However, the fact that there’s an Israeli connection 
certainly makes Clover a little more susceptible to 
industrial action,” Silke said.

“Trade unions here are vehemently anti-Israel and 
take a pro-BDS standpoint. The Israeli connection adds 
a degree of militancy and mobilisation to any kind of 
industrial action. Companies with an Israeli connection 
will find that if there is industrial action, it could take on 
more sinister or difficult global overtones rather than just 
being a domestic industrial or labour issue.”

Labour expert Sara Gon from the Institute of Race 
Relations said that in terms of the Labour Relations Act, a 
company was entitled to restructure if it was inefficient, 
costly, or overstaffed. “This is contrary to what’s being said 
in public-sector strikes, where the impression has been 
given that restructuring and retrenching is unlawful.”

She said management was entitled to embark on 
these actions if it believed it would benefit the larger 
company.

However, a company has to consult with employees 
and/or their representative trade unions and justify 
its actions and consider the views of employee 

Israel hatred sours drawn-out Clover strike

Continued on page 11>>

TOWN HOUSE  TO LET
GROENKLOOF PRETORIA

Spacious (140sqm) 3 bed,  
2 bath townhouse with private 

garden area, lock-up garage and 
domestic’s room available in small 

complex close to Pretoria’s shul 
and five minutes from University 
of Pretoria campus by car. Ideal 
for a group of Jo’burg students 

studying at TUKS who wish  
to avoid daily commute.   

Rental: R12 500 pm.

Whatsapp enquiries to 082 451 1499 
or call Alona on 079 103 8143



From the moment you step through the entrance, there is superb 
flow through the receptions to a comfortable lounge leading to 
a covered patio and verdant garden. A large granite kitchen is 
sufficiently equipped with ample cupboard space. The large dining 
area leads onto a quaint open patio surrounded by trees and 
birdsong. Large en-suite bedroom with a private balcony and walk 
in dressing room, 2 additional bedrooms sharing a bathroom and 
a work from home study. Downstairs guest cloak and understair 
storage. Double garage and staff quarters. 

Web Ref: RL833383 2.5

REAL
LIFE Real Estate.

INVEST IN PROPERTY IN ISRAEL
FROM R5 MILLION 
Contact Herschel Jawitz in strict confidence
082 571 1829 | herschel@jawitz.co.za

Ultra-modern 2/3-bedroom executive cluster on Glenhazel border. 
There is “Juliet” balcony off the main bedroom. It exudes style 
and has exquisite finishes from the triple volume front door to the 
interior. 2 Bedrooms with 2 bathrooms en suite & a separate guest 
powder room. “Ferrari” red Kitchen with separate scullery opens 
onto a very large dining & lounge area. The double volume aspect 
of the dining room enhances the beautiful open study on the upper 
landing. Private walled garden with open patio & 24-hour security. 

OAKLANDS | R 5 200 000
This large family home offers versatile accommodation with a 
relaxed stylish lifestyle. 4 receptions, 4 beds, 3 baths plus 2 guest 
loos, Kitchen with breakfast room and sep scullery/laundry and 
pantry. The patio overlooks pool, fishpond and the beautifully 
maintained garden.  Fabulous snooker room/large WFH and 
superb guest cottage. 4 garages and 2 carports. A MUST SEE 
home.

Web Ref: RL817644 3
Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

GLENHAZEL | R 2 599 000

Web Ref: RL829172 2.5
Joel Harris 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid 083 789 0229 Jeremy Craig: 076 246 4900

STRATHAVON | R 2 795 000
Asking more. Desirable 2-bedroom townhouse in quiet location. 
Set in Fairmount on the Glenhazel border stands this inviting 
2-bedroom townhouse with full bathroom and guest toilet. 
The main bedroom opens onto a balcony overlooking a walled 
private garden. Spacious open-plan lounge and dining room 
opening onto patio and garden. Neat Kitchen. Huge Bonus is staff 
accommodation. 2 carports. Close to schools, shops and shuls in 
the area. Genuine seller wants offers.

GLENHAZEL | R 990 000

Web Ref: RL826202 1.5
Joel Harris 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid 083 789 0229 
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I dentical twin brothers Leonard and Jason Rom – 
inseparable in life and death – were laid to rest side 
by side on Sunday, 16 January, at Westpark Cemetery 

on a bleak, grey morning attended by a small gathering 
of mourners.

No one knows exactly what pushed the brothers, aged 
44, to take their lives in a dramatic, seemingly macabre, 
and grisly finale to what must have followed months of 
anguish, desperation, and despair.

Devoted to each other from birth until their dying 
minutes, the Rom brothers’ bodies were found on  
10 January in their company-branded car in Simon’s 
Town, about 35km from Cape Town.

The bodies of Jason’s four beloved bulldogs, 
Hercules, Franky, Gucci, and Coco, were found with 
them in their small Peugeot. Attached to their car was 
a trailer containing all their belongings. Both divorced, 
Leonard leaves behind two young children, a boy and 
a girl.

His distraught son clutched onto the trolley carrying 
his father’s coffin for what seemed like forever as the 
twins’ coffins were wheeled side by side to their final 
resting place.

According to 
reports, Simon’s Town 
police were called to 
the scene at about 
08:30, where they 
found the brothers 
with gunshot wounds 
to their chests. They 
were declared dead 
on the scene by 
paramedics.

Captain Frederick 
van Wyk told the  
SA Jewish Report that 
the circumstances 
surrounding the 
deaths are under 
investigation, and 
an inquest has been 
opened.

The Roms’ 
untimely and sudden 
deaths have left 
many reeling in 
utter disbelief. Those 
who knew them 
were aware that 
the brothers were extremely close and did everything 
together. They lived together and were in business 
together as the former owners and partners of 1 Two 1 
Cellular, a cellphone repair company in Craighall Park, 
Johannesburg.

“They couldn’t live without each other. I have never 
seen a brotherly bond like this,” said their friend, 
Quentin Neuper, who described them as fun-loving, 
warm, and friendly.

“They were awesome guys. I adored them. They 
would go out of their way to help customers, often 
driving to their homes. Every time I was in the shop, 
they made me laugh and made my day.”

He said Jason loved his dogs “with his life”. “They 
were his everything. They both loved animals. We are 
all trying to make sense of this.”

The brothers apparently didn’t leave a note, but no 
sooner had news of their passing spread, so too did 
rumours and wild speculation.

Was it a hit? Was it a robbery gone wrong? Were 
they on the run? Was it a moment of blind madness 
fuelled by drugs or alcohol? Were they simply in too 
deep, above their heads? Or did they fall prey to the 
endless cycle of depression and anxiety exacerbated by 
the brutal COVID-19 pandemic?

The twins may have taken the answers to their 
graves, but they have left behind loved ones hanging 
on to lasting memories.

Jason’s ex-wife, Monique Cardona, told the  
SA Jewish Report that she last spoke to Jason about 
two weeks ago. She kept in regular contact with the 
brothers, even though she had been divorced from 
Jason for 10 years.

“I’m shocked, this 
was totally unexpected. They seemed ok, things 
were hard, but they weren’t more down than usual,” 
she said.

“They weren’t just brothers, they were best friends, 
attached at the hip. They even wore matching clothes 
sometimes and always had this way of making people 
smile,” she said fondly. “They came as a package deal, 
and always ran things by each other.”

‘Happy-go-lucky’ twins’ tragic 
deaths raises questions
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She’s aware they had sugar diabetes and heart 
issues, but they never spoke about depression. She said 
as far as she knew, they wanted to make a new life for 
themselves and start over.

Initial reports last week suggested the brothers 
were tourists in the Mother City, but it has since been 
established that this wasn’t the case.

There was no summer holiday for the beleaguered 
twins, who had experienced financial difficulties 
in recent years to the point of closing their shop 
and working from home. It’s believed they left 
Johannesburg a few months ago in the hope of starting 
a new life after a series of financial blows which left 

them with few options. 
Some said they were 
thinking of starting a 
food-truck business.

Their company was 
once successful and 
thriving with clients far 
and wide. It was even 
rumoured they assisted 
Oprah Winfrey on one 
of her visits, and the 
company was once 
nominated for a 702 
small business award.

Things were good 
for a while, said friends 
this week. They were 
known for miles 
around for providing 

excellent, personal service. Jason took care of the 
customers in the front of the shop, while Leonard was 
the technician.

Having started out in the early 2000s, the company 

grew steadily. Sadly, the business took a few knocks, 
and after some time, Jason sold his house in Fairmount, 
just a few houses from Leonard’s house. It’s believed a 
series of break ins, some bad luck, and the pandemic 
finally took their toll. Relationships fell apart, and the 
close-knit brothers lived together before deciding to try 
their luck in Cape Town sometime last year.

Customers this week praised the pair for their 
expertise and professional service, many recalling their 
jovial, friendly, and good-humoured demeanour.

“This is a story I cannot get my head around,” said 
Rabbi Shaul Bacher, describing their passing as “a 
calamity” and a “tragedy of such magnitude”. Speaking 
at the funeral, he said, “There are no words to give 
comfort.”

Bacher said it was “hard to believe” that both 
brothers were in such a bad way that neither could see 
a way out or persuade the other that they were making 
a grave mistake.

“I work in drug rehabilitation, I have seen depression, 
but I have never seen something like this. You can’t 
make this up,” said Bacher.

Like most, the rabbi is dismayed at the circumstances 
surrounding their passing. “None of it makes any 
sense,” he said, urging the urgency of addressing 
depression and anxiety.

“All of this is hard to fathom, but we need to take 
something from this that will encourage those in need 
to reach out and get the help they desperately need. 
People should also make it their business to become 
aware of those suffering around them.”

The twins’ half-sister, Beverley Mans, who lives in 
Israel with their sister, Sharon Slimowitz, said the family 

was heartbroken and in shock. “We are all devastated 
beyond words, we can’t believe it,” she said.

“They were such happy-go-lucky boys, 
we cannot believe what transpired. 
Whoever you ask is in total shock. They 
didn’t say much, we know times were 
tough for them as for everyone else. 

They wanted to start a new life in Cape 
Town.”

She said the Rom boys were born in 
Johannesburg, and made aliyah with their late 

mother in 1994. They returned to South Africa, 
where they were first involved in the towing 
business before starting 1 Two 1 Cellular.

Their loved ones are waiting for the results of the 
inquest, hoping it will help them to reach closure.

!

 nCal l A la : 082 850 0 004
zuaaw w w . lÞn t o.co. a

"#"$ %%%

&!'# ( )!)*
" +$!$*+,

#(-!$*+,!"*""#.

/#-
0,1234!5*,!6*'!

7163#83!2#,4

Jason Rom

Leonard Rom

The 1 Two 1 company branded car
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The Goodman family arriving in Israel on 12 January 2022
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Thulsie twinsÕ defence in contradictory motion
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Kay family connection to Israel stronger than ever

Eli Kay
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We don’t need saving, thanks!
The source of  qual i ty  content ,  news and ins ights

There must have been a giant international 
Jewish sigh of relief when all those who were 
held hostage in the Beth Israel Synagogue in 

Colleyville, Texas, managed to escape after a more 
than 10-hour standoff.

And while the hostage taker was killed when the 
rescue team moved in to free the hostages, there are 
way too many concerns about this just to move on.

We cannot ignore the fact that a hostile stranger 
was able to walk straight into a shul without being 
stopped. This is extremely concerning.

We have seen the terror and violence that has 
ensued when Jewish schools and shuls weren’t 
properly secure and safeguarded, especially when 
people were praying.

I know it doesn’t seem right to have armed security 
outside a shul or school, but what’s our alternative? The Jewish world has learnt too many 
times that there are none. We have to secure these precious places to safeguard our lives.

The truth is, it doesn’t matter how small you shul or shtibel is or how safe you feel in it, 
we – and I mean South Africans and the world over – have to be sure that we can learn 
and pray in peace and security. It’s that simple.

Sitting on the southern tip of Africa where we understand crime, we can clearly see the 
analogy of leaving the front door of your home and your garden gate open all day and 
night. We just wouldn’t do that. Not a chance. We would be asking for trouble. In fact, I 
have phoned neighbours before to make sure they were okay when they accidentally left 
their gate open in the middle of the day. So, why would we leave our shuls and schools 
open for anyone to access?

In some places around the world, we would be seen as paranoid or even ridiculous, but 
unfortunately, we have learnt the hard way.

Having said that, bli ayin harah (without the evil eye), we have been fortunate that 
our South African shuls have never been attacked the way the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was during a Shabbos morning service. The attacker killed 11 
people in the shul, and wounded six. This wasn’t the first incident of its kind, nor will it be 
the last.

Our lesson in this for the Jewish world is to safeguard Jewish institutions 
no matter what. Fortunately, in South Africa, we have the Community 
Security Organisation (CSO) and CAP, and between these two organisations, 
every precaution is taken to safeguard our community.

I’m grateful every single day for the CSO and CAP. I’m also grateful that 
our community got this message loud and clear long before the rest of the 
world. I appreciate that we don’t take what the CSO says lightly because we 
shouldn’t. They keep us safe.

So, it made me sit up when I heard that the CSO was concerned that the 
hostage taker had a goal in sight, to release an Al-Qaeda prisoner in return 
for the hostages.

Again, hostage taking isn’t something we’re very familiar with in South 
Africa. It happens, but not much.

The thing is: we can’t allow it to happen. How easy is it to take a hostage 
or hostages and demand that some lowlife gets out of prison? Let’s not even 
take this to the level of antisemitism, which isn’t difficult. At all costs, we 
have to prevent this from happening.

Desperate people do desperate things. And as is so obvious in the Israeli-
Palestinian crisis, some are willing to take their own lives in the process of vengeance, 
hatred, or simple antisemitism. So, we have to take every precaution and, to be honest, 
there are many communities around the world who could take a leaf out of our book.

This brings me to an opinion piece that was carried in the Jerusalem Post early in 
December, in which Rabbi Stewart Weiss called on Israel to save South African Jewry.

When I first read it, I kept wondering what he was going on about. He had convinced 
himself that we needed rescuing as our days here were numbered. He made us out to be 
real miskeinim (desperate souls) waiting to be saved by Big Brother Israel. Really?

I’m not going to challenge him because South African Jewish Board of Deputies 
National Chairperson Wendy Kahn did that exceptionally well in a later edition of the 
same newspaper. However, what astonished me is how he missed the fact that we have a 
model community here, one that takes care of ourselves. We may have people who don’t 
like us much, but we live in a democracy, and we can and do hold them to account.

Yes, it’s true, the ruling party has taken a stand for Palestinians and against Israel, but 
this sentiment doesn’t extend throughout the country.

And in truth, antisemitic attacks in South Africa have actually been the lowest in the 
diaspora, according to Kahn’s piece.

In 2019, Kahn says, South Africa recorded just 37 incidents compared to Canada’s  
2 207, Australia’s 368, and 1 805 in the United Kingdom. Also, South Africa doesn’t see 
much in the way of violent antisemitism, according to Kahn.

As she says, “We aren’t a community in distress”, nor do we need rescuing.
What we have is something Jewish communities around the world long for, and that’s 

a strong, vibrant, unique, and close-knit community which takes care of itself and has a 
wonderful quality of life.

I agree that South Africa has problems, but who doesn’t? It’s true that as individuals, 
we all have our fair share of issues, not least of all in the COVID-19 era. But we are just 
fine, and don’t need saving. Those of us who want to make aliyah are doing so. Those of us 
who want to continue our quality of life in South Africa don’t want to be “saved”, thank 
you very much.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost Maunder
Editor

Jewish Reportsouth african Israel’s path from dream to 
fear and back again

SAMUEL HYDEOPINION

The dream was simple: Israel’s victory in the 
1967 war would lead to victory over war 
itself.

Many back then believed that the trajectory of 
the Jewish people would undergo an enlightened 
shift after the 1967 Six-Day War. The Golan 
Heights, as well as Judea and Samaria and the 
Sinai Peninsula, were now in Israel’s hands. Syria, 
Jordan, and Egypt, which had previously held 
these territories, now demanded their return. 
Many saw this desire on the side of the Arabs as 
an opportunity for the Israelis: for the first time in 
history, we held solid bargaining chips that if acted 
upon wisely, could be traded in as part of a peace 
agreement. The dream was simple: Israel’s victory in 
the war would lead to victory over war itself.

Peace was thought to alter not just Israel’s fate 
but also the fate of the Jewish people. Israel would 
cease to be an isolated state, rather becoming 
an integral part of the Middle East, and once 
completely integrated, would also be fully accepted 
by Europe and the entire West.

By taking destiny into our own hands, Jews’ two-
millennia-long estrangement from humanity would 
finally come to an end, and we would be accepted 
into the family of nations.

However, it appeared there was another way to 
reap the benefits of victory. Israel could settle the 
land rather than exchanging it for peace. Many 
felt this would transform Jewish history from the 
bottom up. According to this perspective, a nation 
isn’t connected to itself when it lives outside of 
its own land. In other words, there will be a crack 

in the nation’s soul if the nation’s present doesn’t 
unfold in the same places as its history.

The early memories of the Jewish people were 
forged in places like Jerusalem, Nablus, Hebron, 
and Nazareth, and Israel’s triumph in the 1967 
war allowed Jews to return to these areas of the 
historic homeland. This would establish a living link 
between the past and the present, and was seen as 
a process allowing the Jewish people’s wounded 
and traumatised psyche to heal. It was thought that 
repairing the nation and settling on ancient soil 
would also cure the future.

The conflicting ideas behind these two dreams 
is noticeable, yet they were both supported by a 
fundamental agreement. Both parties felt that by 
properly leveraging wartime victory, they could 
alter the future of the Jewish people.

They had one more thing in common: they were 
both proven incorrect.

This isn’t a statement to be taken lightly. Israel’s 
inability to achieve peace by no means fell solely at 
the feet of the Jewish state. In fact one could argue 
successfully that continued Palestinian rejection 
of any two-state solution on offer is what has led 
to the status quo. Regardless of one’s view, as time 
passed, these dreams began to fade and more and 
more Israelis broke free from these two beliefs.

So, what happened to the dreams? To begin 
with, both the Israeli left and right shifted. Many 
on the left gave up hope that a peaceful diplomatic 
solution to the Middle East’s problems was on 
the horizon. The right was likewise altered. 
The majority of the right no longer thinks that 

settlement, even if it fulfils prophecies, will result in 
tomorrow’s redemption.

There’s another distinct difference – the “blame-
game”. Ever since the Second Intifada, many on the 
left have talked less about peace and more about 
the harm done by the occupation. Also ever since 
the 2005 disengagement from the Gaza Strip, the 
right has talked less about redemption and more 
about the security threat.

Essentially, in spite of your views on settlement, 
solution, peace, and security, which traditionally 
placed you on one side of the aisle or the other, 
today’s divisions are often based on who is deemed 
more responsible and essentially to blame for the 
conflict.

The left’s prevalent position today is that if Israel 
remains in the territories and continues to govern 
over a Palestinian civilian population, it will suffer 
three consequences: moral degradation, diplomatic 
isolation, and demographic loss.

Most demographers anticipate that the day 
will soon come when Jews will no longer form a 
majority in Israeli-controlled territory. Hence, once 
the Jews become a minority in their own land, it 
will cease to be their land.

The right frequently responds to this 
demographic argument with denial, citing alternate 
demographers which estimate that the Jewish 
majority isn’t in jeopardy. Even if that’s true, and 
Palestinians account for “just” 40% of the country’s 
population, it would be difficult to designate such a 
country as the nation-state of the Jewish people.

In other words, the desire to cling to the land of 
Israel defies the self-definition 
of the state of Israel. One 
is inclined to admit that 
this argument possesses 
tremendous weight.

It’s fascinating to observe 
how the right and left have 
become mirror images of each 
other. The right no longer 
believes that settling the land 
will bring redemption, but 
says withdrawing will bring 
disaster. The left no longer 
believes that withdrawing 
from the territories will bring 
redemption, but says remaining 
there will bring disaster. The 
left and right have undergone 
similar processes: they have 

both moved from dreams to fears.
However, new processes have begun to form, the 

Abraham Accords for one. Those at the centre of 
the “dreams and fears” debacle seem to have found 
mutual ground by attempting to replace paralysis 
with pragmatism. 

Though this is based less on a romanticised 
vision of peace or redemption and rather economics 
and mutual agreement of the military threat Iran 
poses to the region, this too, if acted upon wisely, 
could lead to Israel becoming a fully integrated and 
accepted part of the Middle East.

As divided as Israeli politics appears, one finds a 
basic consensus in the needs, desires, and demands 
of the everyday person on the street regardless of 
their affiliation.

So, perhaps the dreams aren’t dead but in a 
process of renewal. Maybe they’re less philosophical 
and more based on realism, which could be argued 
is a positive step. Maybe the romantic dreams lie 
not in political ideology but in the daily exchanges 
and normalisation between Israeli and Arab citizens 
from countries that currently constitute the 
Abraham Accords, and in the hope that more will 
join soon.

•  Samuel Hyde is a political writer based in Tel Aviv, 
Israel. As an op-ed columnist he has been published in 
publications both within Israel, the United States, and 
South Africa focusing on topics such as Israel’s political 
climate, antisemitism, the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, 
the Jewish world, conflict resolution, and Jewish 
pluralism.

Taking a break at the 
Western Wall during 
the Six-Day War
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Understanding, confronting, 
and reporting sexual abuse 
is difficult and painful 

for any community. Leaders tend 
to want to close ranks and cover 
up any impropriety. Survivors of 
abuse battle to have their voices 
heard, and fear the consequences. 
And the South African Jewish 
community is no exception.

These are some of the key 
messages emerging from a 
community webinar hosted by 
South Africa’s Chief Rabbi Dr 
Warren Goldstein on Monday,  
17 January, titled “Sexual abuse: 
let’s talk openly”.

Renowned American rabbi and 
psychotherapist Dr Tzvi Hersh 
Weinreb said we must normalise 
conversations about abuse. Today, 
it’s no longer a taboo subject 
compared to 30 years ago. He 
mentioned a ground breaking 
book by the late Rabbi  
Dr Abraham Twerski written in 
the 1990s about domestic violence 
in the Jewish community, called 
The shame borne in silence. This 
shame and silence endures.

“All communities have the 
tendency to hush things up,” said 
Weinreb. “They prefer not to see 
ugly things, and hope it will all go 
away.”

“We don’t want to sully our 
souls,” Weinreb continued. “But 
our souls are put into a body 
which faces material, physical, 
and sexual challenges and 
struggles throughout life.” People 
face temptations all the time, 
some of which cannot be denied 
or ignored. They have to be 
confronted to overcome them.

Dr David Pelcovitz, a veteran 
American psychologist and 
observant Jew, said, “We need to 
talk about [sexual abuse]. We need 
to shine light on places where 
there is darkness. It’s natural to 
want to recoil.” He stressed the 
critical importance of empowering 
victims and survivors, and said 
abuse was usually committed by 
someone known to the victim, 
especially within families.

Pelcovitz said parents need to 
develop a balance when speaking 
to their children about sexual 
abuse. They should tread between 
creating anxiety, building trust, 
nurturing self-esteem, and 
spurring action if required. He 
praised the South African Jewish 
community’s abuse-prevention 
programmes.

An abuse survivor often lacks 
confidence, particularly when 
facing defensive leaders and 
community members who want to 
bury the issue. Survivors need to 
feel safe, valued, and empowered 
to stop the cycle of abuse. “It’s not 
a sin to stand up,” Weinreb said. 
“People’s lives are at stake.”

The Torah promotes pikuach 
nefesh, the halachic principle that 
the preservation of human life 
takes precedence over almost all 
other religious rules. It also warns 
in Leviticus, “Lo ta’amod al dam 
re’echa” (Don’t stand by the blood 
of your neighbour), interpreted 
as an instruction not to be 
indifferent about what happens 

It’s not a sin to stand up against abuse, say Jewish leaders

to other people. Both injunctions 
point to intervention against evil 
actions like sexual abuse. They 
provide a halachic framework for 
dealing with this issue.

The community needs to 
provide an environment of 
support, understanding, respect, 
and empathy, Goldstein said. By 
law, abuse must be reported to the 
authorities.

Resilience is extremely 
important in recovering from 
abuse. Pelcovitz said the three 
core elements of resilience are 

someone who cares; belief beyond 
the self; and chesed (kindness), 
helping others. He encouraged 
mindfulness to protect our 
children in an age of distraction. 
“There’s no greater protection 
than being there, eye to eye, heart 
to heart, to give them focus and 
courage. Nothing matters more,” 
he said.

The webinar concluded by 
highlighting two organisations 
in the South African Jewish 
community devoted to combatting 
abuse. Advocate Liza Segal is 

chairperson 
of the Abuse 
Review Board, 
set up by the 
chief rabbi 
in 2017 as a 
port of call for 
community 
members 
not satisfied 
with how 
organisations 
have handled 
complaints.

Rebbetzin 
Wendy Hendler 
and Rozanne 

Sack head up Koleinu SA (Our 
Voice), established in 2014. They 
were both abused by a religious 
doctor in the Johannesburg 
Jewish community, and felt 
largely alone, not believed, 
and censured for supposedly 
“conducting a witch hunt”. 
Koleinu SA runs anti-abuse 
educational programmes at Jewish 
schools and shuls, a helpline, and 
provides support for victims. The 
helpline receives hundreds of 
calls, including reports of abuse by 
older children of younger siblings. 

Calls to Koleinu are treated in 
strict confidence. Koleinu draws 
on a strong support network 
of experts, including attorney 
Ian Levitt and child protection 
consultant Luke Lamprecht.

Though there’s a lack of trust 
in the police and justice system 
in South Africa, “we use what 
we have and try to fix its flaws”, 
said Hendler. “Abuse can stop 
only by reporting it. We can no 
longer turn a blind eye. We can all 
do better. We need to make this 
a space where perpetrators feel 
unwelcome and scared.”

Abuse cuts across every fault 
line in South Africa, from the 
poorest communities to the 
most affluent. No community 
is immune. “We must talk 
openly about this problem,” said 
Goldstein. “We must air the ugly 
issues. By shining light, we begin 
the process of making the world 
safer. We have incredible child 
protection organisations as the 
first port of call.”

•  The Koleinu SA Helpline is  
011 264 0341. Its website is 
koleinusa.co.za

Sexual abuse: we dare not stand idly by

As the devastating testimony of 
victims in the Chaim Walder case 
emerged a few weeks ago, I felt 

strongly that, as a community, we need to use 
the justified outrage it provoked in the Jewish 
world as a catalyst to renew our resolve as the 
South African Jewish community to fight the 
horrifying phenomenon of sexual abuse in all 
its forms.

As Jews, we have a specific mitzvah, a clear 
halachic obligation directly from the Torah: 
“Do not stand idly by the blood of your 
fellow.” We cannot be passive while lives are 
being destroyed by sexual abuse. We cannot 

be silent while predators remain a 
threat. We dare not stand idly by.

Practically what this means is that we must 
support and work with the institutions we 
have established as a community that are 
specifically geared towards helping victims 
come forward and report abuse.

That includes state-designated child-
protection organisations such as the Chevrah 
Kadisha’s Community Social Services division 
in Johannesburg, and Jewish Community 
Services in Cape Town. It also includes 
organisations like Koleinu SA, which offers 
a helpline and emotional and psychological 
support to victims of abuse.

In addition, in 2017, I established the 
Abuse Review Board as a place of last resort 
to assist victims with their cases. Headed by 
advocate Liza Segal accompanied by other 
experts in all areas of abuse – medical, social, 
and legal – the Abuse Review Board is an 
additional safety net to pursue every reported 
case to the fullest extent of the law so that 
no victim is unprotected and no case is swept 

under the carpet.
We have the institutions required to combat 

sexual abuse and we must make use of them. 
In recent community-wide communication 
regarding the threat of abuse, I have included 
the contact details of these organisations and 
how to make use of them.

“Not standing idly by” means taking 
seriously our halachic obligation to report 
abuse. We cannot waver. As Hashem says to 
Joshua when he becomes the leader of the 
Jewish people at a time of great danger and 
challenge, “Chazak veematz” (Be strong and 
courageous).

Strength and courage. This is how, as a 
community, we must confront this threat. We 
need to be brave enough to talk about these 
dark issues in public – in our shuls and 
schools, in our homes. It’s with this in 
mind that I convened a community 
webinar this week on the issue 
of sexual abuse. Though the 
subject is deeply disturbing, the 
most effective way to prevent 
and address sexual abuse as a 
community is to talk openly 
about it. Through empathy 
and understanding, we give 
strength and courage to 
victims to come forward and 
report abuse.

We especially need to help 
our children understand this 
phenomenon, equipping them with 
the knowledge and awareness to 
identify predatory behaviour, recognise 
unsafe situations before they develop 
any further, and know what steps to take 
to prevent abuse and how to report it if it 
happens.

“Be strong and courageous” means not 
feeling intimidated, helpless, or despondent, 
held back by self-defeating fear and anxiety. 
We have to be proactive, which means peering 
into darkness, acknowledging the problem, 
and doing something about it – lifting up our 
voices and using the institutions set up for 
this very purpose.

Most importantly, we need the courage and 
resolve to tackle it together, as a community, 

with a sense of common 
purpose – an unwavering, 
collective commitment 
to righting this evil and stamping it out 
altogether. These two Torah teachings must 
be our guiding light: “Do not stand idly by 
the blood of your fellow” and “Be strong and 
courageous.”

In my personal capacity, I pledge to 
continue to do everything possible to raise 
these issues publicly so that 
as a community, 
we can 

entrench 
a culture in 
which victims feel 
supported to speak about instances of 
abuse and take action.

Sexual abuse is a crime which thrives under 
cover of darkness, in secret, and in silence. 
Now is the time to shine light into the 
darkness and break the silence. Lives depend 
on it.
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A screenshot from 
the webinar
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My last memories of Max Coleman 
are of him, at more than 90, 
pulling out records of the 

Detainees’ Parents Support Committee 
(DPSC) from his meticulously-maintained 
filing cabinets. I was seeing for myself the 
rigour that many describe in Max – part of 
what enabled him to contribute so much to 
the fight for human rights in South Africa.

He was an extraordinary man, as I was to 
hear over and over again as I interviewed 
people about the DPSC. His courage, his 
determination, his integrity, his formidable 
capacity to marshal information and to 
drive action all shone through. But so, too, 
did his kindness and generosity.

Max was catapulted into the world of 
detention without trial when his son, Keith, 
was taken into detention at John Vorster 
Square by Captain Andries Struwig, a man 
notorious for his cruelty as an interrogator.

Keith remembers how Max found a way 
to instil courage in his son. “My father said 
to Struwig, ‘If anything happens to my 
son, I will hold you personally accountable.’ 
And I believed him, absolutely. But I also 
saw that Struwig believed him. This big 
monstrosity of a human being looked at my 
father and in that moment, he was scared.”

Max’s actions that day foreshadowed the 
many confrontations he would have with 
the security police and the South African 
government over the conditions in which 
detainees like Keith were held. But Max, 
and his wife Audrey, didn’t stop at securing 
concessions for their son. Rather, Max 
stepped away from his role as a prosperous 
businessman to help found, with Audrey, an 
organisation that was often the only source 

of support for tens of thousands of South 
Africans held in South Africa’s jails without 
any recourse – the DPSC.

Daphne Mashile-Nkosi describes the 
immediate impact of the DPSC’s assistance. 
“Max bought takkies for people to use in 
their minutes of exercise. Suddenly there 
were food parcels for people in prison. Max 
would ask, ‘How many detainees?’ and they 
would buy packs. You are struggling to buy 
things at home, let alone when you are in 
prison. Your parents don’t have that extra 
cash. This was a huge intervention.”

She says many parents didn’t know 
how to write, and Max wrote applications 
for them to gain visiting rights to their 

children. To this day, Daphne expresses 
amazement at what the DPSC was able to 
set up for families defenceless against the 
detention system.

“The Colemans were able to pull the 
Black Sash, the medical profession, 
psychologists, business people, professors 
from universities, lawyers for human 
rights. I have always asked myself – and I’m 
still asking – ‘How did Max transform into a 
person supplying food parcels and toiletries 
to detainees in the township because we 
had none?’”

Max was also at the forefront of wider 
battles for detainees. The South African 
state sought to discredit accounts of torture 
and human-rights abuses suffered by 
detainees. But no court or media outlet was 
able to deny the information presented by 
the DPSC.

Azhar Cachalia, who represented the 
DPSC, says, “Max Coleman must take a 
lot of the credit” for the organisation’s 
capacity to present information vital 
to legal challenges to detention and to 
those supporting the detainees’ cause. 
As a consequence of its reputation for 
scrupulous research, the DPSC became 
South Africa’s voice to the world about 
human-rights abuses in the country, with 
Max and other members of the DPSC called 
upon to testify on the international stage.

The legal battles and challenges brought by 
Max, the media victories won, and the ongoing 
interaction with a repressive government are 
too numerous to describe here.

He fought a brutal state with every legal 
weapon he could marshal. But DPSC staff 
members remember, too, Max’s great 

personal kindness to them. 
They said Max never turned 
away anyone in trouble, 
never refused to help or to give.

The DPSC was heavily restricted from 
carrying out its work in 1988. But Max, 
Audrey, and the other members of the 
DPSC fought to the end for political 
detainees.

The African National Congress (ANC) 
was unbanned in February 1990, but in 
December of that year, the New York Times 
quoted Max as saying, “Our reports of 
torture and death in detention continue.”

And in November last year, when Max 
and Audrey were awarded the Order of 
Luthuli by President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
their call was once again for justice. “The 
freedoms Nelson Mandela and the ANC so 
bravely fought for, the vision of egalitarian, 
non-racial democracy, is today but a 
flickering glimmer of the light that shone 
brightly on 27 April 1994,” they said in a 
statement.

Max was a giant: a profoundly 
compassionate and principled man who 
was also a formidably effective fighter. He 
remains an example to us all of humanity 
in the face of unspeakable brutality, of the 
courage to fight for justice when the odds are 
stacked against us. And of personal kindness 
and generosity in the worst of times.

•  Terry Shakinovsky co-wrote (with Sharon 
Cort) a book about Audrey and Max Coleman 
titled, “The Knock on the Door – The story of 
the Detainees’ Parents Support Committee”. 
She spent many hours interviewing Max and 
others about the Colemans.

Max Coleman

TERRY SHAKINOVSKYTRIBUTE

Max Coleman: a businessman who took on apartheid jailers
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Michael Bagraim (far right) with local tour 
guide Maurice Weber and tourists visiting 
Helen ZilleÕs ofÞce in Parliament

Pandor ends year with extreme rhetoric against Israel
>>Continued from page 4

�/�R�F�D�O���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�D�O�\�V�W���5�D�O�S�K��
�0�D�W�K�H�N�J�D���D�J�U�H�H�V���W�K�D�W���S�X�V�K�L�Q�J���D�Q��
�D�Q�W�L���,�V�U�D�H�O���D�J�H�Q�G�D���D�W���W�K�H���$�8���P�D�\���Q�R�W��
�Z�R�U�N���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�M�V���I�D�Y�R�X�U�����O�7�K�H��
�$�8���K�D�V�Q�M�W���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���P�X�F�K���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H��
�R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
�P�R�U�H���S�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���L�V�V�X�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���P��
�K�H���V�D�\�V�����O�6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D���D�O�V�R���K�D�V���L�W�V���R�Z�Q��
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q��
�F�R�Q�t�L�F�W���V�H�H�P�V���T�X�L�W�H���G�L�V�W�D�Q�W���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V��
�R�I���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���P

�O�6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���S�U�L�P�H���P�R�Y�H�U��
�L�Q���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���J�H�W���W�K�H���$�8���W�R���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H��
�L�W�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���V�W�D�W�X�V���P��
�V�D�\�V���6�W�H�Y�H�Q���*�U�X�]�G�����W�K�H���K�H�D�G���R�I���W�K�H��
�$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���'�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\��
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���D�W���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q��
�,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���R�I���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�I�I�D�L�U�V�����O�,�W��
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�H���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���,�V�U�D�H�O���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D�E�O�H���W�R��
�F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H���L�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D���D�I�W�H�U���“�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��
�R�I���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���F�K�D�L�U��
�R�I���W�K�H���$�8���S�D�V�V�H�V���I�U�R�P���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F��
�5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�Q�J�R���W�R���6�H�Q�H�J�D�O���L�Q��
�������������,�V�U�D�H�O���K�D�V���J�R�R�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K��
�E�R�W�K�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���D�O�P�R�V�W��
�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���E�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�G���P

�7�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�I��

�W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���-�H�Z�L�V�K���%�R�D�U�G���R�I��
�'�H�S�X�W�L�H�V�����3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���.�D�U�H�Q���0�L�O�Q�H�U����
�V�D�\�V�����O�:�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���1�D�O�H�G�L���3�D�Q�G�R�U�M�V��
�F�D�O�O���I�R�U���D���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�H�G���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�����H�Y�H�Q��
�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W�M�V���U�H�J�U�H�W�W�D�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���V�K�H��
�Z�U�R�Q�J�O�\���S�O�D�F�H�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���E�O�D�P�H���R�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O��
�I�R�U���L�W�V���I�D�L�O�X�U�H�����,�Q���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
�F�R�Q�t�L�F�W���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H�P���U�H�D�F�K���D���O�D�V�W�L�Q�J��
�V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�M�V��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���,�V�U�D�H�O�M�V��
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���V�W�D�W�X�V���D�W���W�K�H���$�8���L�V���E�D�I�t�L�Q�J���P

�6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���=�L�R�Q�L�V�W���)�H�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q���5�R�Z�D�Q��
�3�R�O�R�Y�L�Q���V�D�\�V�����O�7�K�H���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�M�V���V�S�H�H�F�K��
�L�J�Q�R�U�H�V���W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�\���W�K�H��
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Selling dolls for 
SammyÕs Kitchen

Dolls from the Fund-A-Doll 
campaign
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Israel hatred sours drawn-
out Clover strike
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COVID-19 wonÕt disappear, but it may get milder

Professor Manfred Green
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COVID-19 pandemic
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Although vaccine rollouts are taking place worldwide, coronavirus 
is affecting global travel and some countries are still enforcing 
lockdowns, mandatory testing, and restrictions. It seems that this is 

going to be our way of life for a while to come.
It’s the perfect time to take a breath, do some reflection, and start working 

on a plan for your and your family’s future in Cyprus.
Cyprus is an English-speaking former British colony and a full member 

of the European Union, and is an extremely popular European destination 
for investors. Not only has it been voted as having the best permanent 
residency programme on offer, but a great deal of investment is pouring 
into the economy.

There’s never been a better time to explore investing in Cyprus.

Here are seven reasons why investors are buying property in Cyprus:
1.  Owning a property in Cyprus – the third largest island in the 

Mediterranean – means you really are living The Med dream;
2.  You can acquire permanent residency by buying property without having 

to live in the country. If you secure residency on the fast-track programme, 
we can facilitate it while you are still living in South Africa;

3.  Properties in Cyprus offer excellent value for money compared with other 
European countries – especially homes right on or near to The Med;

4.  Cyprus’ positive property growth and appeal for long and short-term 
tenants offers a very attractive investment for the short, medium, and long 

term. There is demand;
5.  Cyprus is a popular tourist destination, so owning an investment property 

will reap an attractive offshore income;
6.  Cyprus has been voted one of the safest countries in the world, so your 

personal safety and property investment is assured; and
7.  The discovery and imminent exploration of natural gas is already having 

a positive impact on foreign investment and infrastructural development. 
Billions of euros are pouring into the economy.
It’s easy to fall in love with Cyprus, especially with the first-world lifestyle 

aspects available. But it’s the excellent quality of life that’s driving investors 
in their droves to seriously consider Cyprus as their new home.

Unlike some other European countries, as an ex-pat, you aren’t restricted 
to buying only in Special Designated Areas, nor do you need to stay in the 
country every year to retain residency. Being able to rent your property out 
has the real benefit of earning a decent euro-based income. There’s high 
demand for long-term rentals and short-term holiday lets. Not only will your 
asset generate an income, you will have complete peace of mind knowing 
that the purchase is legitimate and your ownership is guaranteed.

Buying a property to maximise the buoyant short-term rental 
market
Launched in 2019, Cypriot Realty Rentals offers a unique value proposition 
in that we actively manage our clients’ property on five international 
websites to holiday makers. We pride ourselves in delivering exceptional 
client service to all guests which is why we have “super host” status on 

Airbnb and very high guest ratings on Booking.com.
We offer a property management service, a website booking and 

management service, as well as a cleaning and laundry service. Our priority 
is to ensure that each of our clients’ properties is guest-ready and meets our 
high standards, thereby getting repeat bookings.
Let us help you get the best short-term rental for your property. 

Your trusted partners
Cypriot Realty – a successful company in operation for more than 14 years 
with offices in Sandton, Cape Town, and Cyprus – is your trusted partner 
to realise your “Plan B” in Europe. We are recognised as authoritative 
investment specialists promoting Cyprus as an ideal destination for 
acquiring permanent residency, for property investment, for immigration or 
retirement, and for starting an EU-based business. We understand investor’s 
needs, and we have an impressive track record showcasing our success.

Property inspection trips
We arrange personalised property inspection trips for you to look at options 
in Cyprus and experience the lifestyle on offer for yourself. From arranging 
meetings with taxation and legal specialists to opening up your offshore 
bank account, we hold your hand every step of the way.
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King David Ariel

Yeshiva College Nursery School

King David Primary School LinksÞeld

Yeshiva College Boys High School
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Sydenham Pre-Primary School

King David Pre-Primary School Victory Park

Minnie Bersohn Nursery School

Yeshiva College Primary School

King David High School LinksÞeld

King David Pre-Primary School LinksÞeld

Yeshiva College Girls High SchoolKing David Rosabelle Klein Waverley

JNF SA and SAUJS on a hike, planting 
trees on LinksÞeld Ridge
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King David High School Victory Park



Pass the potatoes over 
the violence
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Our team of over 1 400 professionals, operating 
from 7 ofÞces in South Africa, offers a unique 
combination of local market knowledge coupled 
with an international network, personal service and 
a professional approach. We shine a unique lens on 
clientsÕ businesses to see the people beyond the 
numbers and establish where they are going.

www.bdo.co.za
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INNER VOICE
Howard Feldman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

!is column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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ABOVE BOARD
Karen Milner

Getting on board with 2022
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A Jew betrayed Anne FrankÕs family, 
cold-case concludes
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A view outside the closed Anne Frank House  
Museum in Amsterdam on 31 March 2020
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O! ers valid till 26 JANUARY 2022 or while stocks last

CONCIERGE SHOPPING SERVICE
orders@kosherworld.co.za

1 Long Avenue, Glenhazel
011 440 9517  |  www.kosherworld.co.za

Actual o! ers may di! er from visuals shown.
We reserve the right to limit quantities.
While stocks last. E&OE
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Tray of 6 Meat Perogen

!"##$%
61619999

   

087"803"4000
HOMETOWNPHARMACY#PROPHARM.CO.ZA

082"711"4342

Where the pharmacist knows your name

MONTAGU ASSORTED 
LIFESTYLE SNACKS 100G EACH

27279999

ALMOND BREEZE 
ALMOND MILK CHOCOLATE 

& VANILLA 1L EACH

32329999

BANDITOS PICKLED 
JALAPENO SLICES

400G

36369999

CAPE POINT 
TUNA SHREDDED 

IN OIL 170G

13139999

ELITE TORTIT 40GELITE TORTIT 40G

15154949

ALMOND MILK CHOCOLATE 

KARA ORGANIC 
VIRGIN COCONUT OIL 

500ML

55559999

MANY
MORE

SPECIALS

IN-STORE

KLEINE DRAKEN 
NATURAL SWEET 
RED & WHITE 
750ML EACH

IN-STORE

KLEINE DRAKEN 
NATURAL SWEET 
RED & WHITE 
750ML EACH

727299

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL ST ORES

NESTLE NESTUM 
BABY CEREAL STAGE 
1 ASSTD FLAVOURS 

250G EACH

24244949

NOU GAAN 
ONS BRAAI 
SWEET & SPICY 
750ML

35354949

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL ST ORES

DOVE BATH SOAP COCONUT MILK  
& EXFOLIATING 100G EACH

12124949

1 ASSTD FLAVOURS 
250G EACH

MR MUSCLE 
TILE CLEANER 

MOUNTAIN FRESH  
750ML

52529999

PAMPERS PANTS 
DISPOSABLE 
JUMBO PACK 
MIDI SIZE 3 
66`S EACH

2362369999

TASTIC RICE 500GTASTIC RICE 500G8899999999

ROSES CORDIAL 
ASSTD FLAVOURS 
750ML EACH

44449999

FRY`S BURGER ORIGINAL VEGAN   
320G

48489999

BIO"OIL DRY SKIN JEL 
100ML

94949999
BIO"OIL BODY 
LOTION 175ML

1241249999

BIO"OIL 
SKINCARE OIL 

125ML

082"711"4342

Where the pharmacist knows your name

BIO"OIL 
SKINCARE OIL 

125ML

1391399999

BIO"OIL 
SKINCARE 

OIL NATURAL 
125ML

BIO"OIL 

1791799999

EMILY BURACK Ð JTA
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