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Report

Mandla Mandela exposes

his own antisemitism

TALI FEINBERG

ntisemitism experts say it's
a sad day for South Africa
fter Nelson Mandela's

grandson, Nkosi Zwelivelile “Mandla"
Mandela, spouted anti-Jewish tropes
that could have come from the pages
of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion.

“Mandla Mandela's rhetoric
has crossed the thin line that
separates anti-Zionism from classic
antisemitism,” notes Milton Shain,
antisemitism expert and emeritus
professor of history at the University
of Cape Town.

Mandela, a member of
parliament, was speaking ata
session of the Pan African Palestinian
Solidarity Network on Saturday,

12 March 2022, in Dakar, Senegal.
He blamed Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on "Neo-Nazis in Ukraine,
the apartheid Israel dogs of war, and
those in NATO [the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation] intent on
advancing cold-war politics.”

He also said among other points,
"We must advance our solidarity
work by creating greater awareness
of Israel’s evil actions, not only in
Palestine, but in Africa and wherever
it suits their pernicious agenda. It
has mobilised formidable lobbies
inthe West and pursued a policy of
cheque-book diplomacy in Africa.

In the name of development and
development assistance, it has
spread its tentacles in our continent.

Once a bastion of anti-colonial
struggle, the lions of Africa have
allowed the wool to be pulled over
their eyes.

"We must reflect deeply on what
has transpired on our continent and
how the apartheid Israel regime and
its Zionist lobbying machine has
crept insipidly into the African psyche
and wormed itself into our structures
overtly and covertly,” said Mandela.
"We must expose the Zionist agenda
on the continent and strive to isolate
apartheid Israel for the evil pariah
state that it is.”

Shain says in Mandela's speech,
"well-worn antisemitic tropes are
employed - tropes that can be found
in Edouard Drumont's La Libre Parole
and Hitler's Mein Kampf. Those who
have studied Jew-hatred through
the ages will recognise phrases like

"spread their tentacles, “cheque-
book diplomacy’, and "wormed itself
into our structures”.

"Such language is dangerous and
unacceptable,” he says. "It ought to
be condemned by all decent people.
In 2009, South Africa’'s Deputy
Foreign Minister Fatima Hajaig had
to apologise for the use of similar
expressions. Mandla Mandela is
welcome to his crude understanding
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but
his language betrays a deep-seated
hatred of Jews. It certainly confirms
the views of those who maintain that
anti-Zionism is a fig leaf for old-style
Judenhass. He's a disgrace to the

revered Mandela name.”

Renowned Holocaust scholar
Professor Yehuda Bauer told the
SA Jewish Report, "Obviously, this
reeks of antisemitism.” One of
Mandela's points referred to the
nearly seven and a half decades of
the nakba [catastrophe] - [i.e. Israel's
entire existence] - and just last week,
the South African Boycott Divestment
Sanctions coalition called Israel's
existence "a crime against humanity”.

Yet Bauer emphasises, “The denial
of the right of the Jewish people to
political self-definition and self-rule
is antisemitic. Zionism is a Jewish
national movement that advocates
Jewish independence and its free
development. Mandela's denial
of Zionist legitimacy is in fact a
denial of any Jewish national rights
whatsoever. Everyone has such
rights, according to Mandela, except
the Jews. That's antisemitic. The
proper response, in my humble view,
isn't to defend, but to attack Mandela
directly as a racist and nationalistic
propagandist. When he implies
that the Ukrainians are neo-Nazis,
he justifies Russian imperialism,
ridiculously, because the current
Ukrainian leader is a Jew who was
elected in free elections by more
than 73% of Ukrainian citizens.”

Dr Giinther Jikeli, the Ema B
Rosenfeld associate professor
at the Institute for the Study of
Contemporary Antisemitism at
Indiana University, told the S4
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Former Miss Iraq, Sarah Idan, and communal ‘\ .
leaders visit the site of the Sharpeville massacre \ \

see story on page 3.4

to commemorate Human Rights Day (21 March)
u 1
South African Jewish Board

of Deputies Associate Director
David Saks says, "Antisemitism is a
continually-mutating virus. Initially,
it was primarily motivated by
religious hatred and then took on a
pseudo-racial caste. Now, it mainly
targets Jews as a political, collective
entity through defaming and
delegitimising the Jewish nation
state.

"Mandla Mandela's ludicrous
rant typifies this kind of modern-day
Jew-hatred," he says. “It's redolent
with the worst kind of antisemitic
stereotypes, particular in its portrayal
of Israel - ‘the Jew' among the
nations - as a sinister, insidious,
and corrupting element exercising
amalignant, behind-the-scenes
control over African affairs. It's a
rehashed Protocols of the Elders of

Jewish Report, "These statements
by Mandla Mandela are deeply
concerning and sad.

"They are concerning because
they show strong indications of an
irrational and antisemitic mindset
that demonises Israel and accuses
Israel and the Zionist lobby’ - often
a codeword for Jews - of conspiring
against Africa, the African people,
and the world," he says.

"Mandela uses language, such
as ‘dogs of war' and ‘spreading
tentacles' that the Nazis used when
they demonised Jews. They are also
concerning because they show that
aleading figure in South Africa has
lost any touch with reality and sees
the world as a conspiracy fantasy.
And it's sad that Mandla Mandela
uses his prominent name to spread
such antisemitic language.”

Zion for the 21st century, only with
'Israel'in place of Jews"

Rowan Polovin, the national
chairperson of the South African
Zionist Federation, says, "We're
appalled but not surprised by
Mandla Mandela's atrocious attempt
to weaponise the Mandela name as
a means to delegitimise the Jewish
state, minimise the Holocaust, and
exploit the Ukrainian conflict for
his own agenda. This is a betrayal
of Madiba's legacy as a global
statesman and peacemaker who
publicly spoke about the legitimacy
of Zionism and the right of Israel
to have secure borders and live in
peace.”

* Mandla Mandela’s full speech was
published on the AfroPalForum
website.
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outh African oleh Gideon Kaufmann was at
work on the afternoon of 22 March 2022
when sirens broke the peace of his hometown,

Be'er Sheva. "When we heard all the ambulances, we
definitely realised something crazy had happened,’

he says.

or on reenacotton@gmail.com
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animal practice in Sea Point.
Salary and hours negotiable.

Contact me directly on cell: 083306 1959

It was the most deadly
terrorist attack in Israel
in at least half a decade.
Fourinnocent people
were killed, two of them
mothers each with three
children. One was a
Chabad rabbi and father
of four who ran a soup
kitchen. Another was
a gentle 67-year-old
man. Many others were

thP@-N :

injured.
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The terrorist ran over
a man riding a bicycle
before driving to a petrol
station and stabbing a
woman. He then drove
to a nearby shopping
centre and stabbed
another man and a
woman. He drove away,
crashed into another
vehicle, and stabbed
another person before
being shot and killed by
a civilian passerby.

"l work less than a
kilometre away from
the petrol station which
was attacked," says
Kaufmann. “It's probably
at the biggest mall

complex in 'B7" as we fondly refer to Be'er Sheva. I'm a
chemical engineer, originally from Cape Town. [ work
with a company which sells laboratory and specialised
engineering equipment. Incidentally, the company
has a customer-facing shop at the centre where the
attack happened. In some of the videos you can
actually see the shop sign.”

He, his wife Nicky, and his son, Tuvya, made aliya
in 2019.They moved into their house in Be'er Sheva
on 1 March 2020, and the first lockdown started 10
days later.

Another South African oleh who asked to remain
anonymous, says, "Be‘'er Sheva isn't big - the attack

Terror disrupts Be’er Sheva’s peace and quiet

and that it's a great place to live. "Life is great in

B7 - it's growing in leaps and bounds. Construction
is booming, there are top malls, top schools, a great
Anglo [English speaking] community, and no matter
where you live in B7, you're always a bus trip away
from the centre.

“You have Soroka Hospital, which has some of the
best doctors and professors. When | had an operation
a few weeks back, my surgical team consisted of
two professors - one was Arab and the other Jewish.
The nurses were Arab, Jewish [two Russian, one
Ethiopian], and my anaesthetist was Russian. | knew |
was in good hands.

happenedafew
minutes' drive from
where we live. We
were affected in the
sense that these
events erode our
sense of safety and |
security and spread
hate and distrust
among people.”

According to
various media
outlets, the terrorist
was identified as
Muhammad Alab
Ahmed abu Alkiyan, a Bedouin-Israeli from the town
of Hura who had served time in an Israeli prison.

He was arrested in 2015 along with other suspects
for supporting and promoting SIS (Islamic State) to
students at the school where he was a teacher.

He appeared to have acted in line with instructions
found in ISIS attack manuals which call for "lone-wolf"
attackers to use vehicles for ramming attacks, and
when these can't drive any further, to stop and use
sharp knives for stabbings. According to ISIS manuals,
"this creates maximum carnage”.

But Kaufmann says the city won't let such an event
detract from its peaceful and multicultural essence,

The scene of a car ramming and stabbing attack outside a shopping centre
in Be’er Sheva, Israel, 22 March 2022

"B7 is the epitome of multiculturism and how well
it works," he says. “We attended a wedding last night
where we met a whole bunch of South Africans - some
converted and some not - and it was so great to hear
people speaking Afrikaans in the middle of B7! One
thing that always amazes us is that in December,
all the Russian stores have Christmas trees and
decorations for sale next to the Chanukah stuff. Olim
are from Russia, Ukraine, Ethiopia, South America,
the United States, the United Kingdom, France, South
Africa, Holland, India, and many other places. We
know we made one of the best choices in our life to
come here"
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big roasting pan and unveiled the "real thing!
pig in full regalia down to the traditional apple stuffed
into its mouth. The rabbi was incensed. He rushed inside
and accosted his congregant. “You? How could you?!"
"Rabbi," said the man calmly. “This is such a fancy
restaurant. All | ordered was a simple apple, and they

If there's any one food that gets Jewish blood boiling
- it's the proverbial pig. Did you know that there are even
laws against Jews raising pigs! Jews the world over,
even if they may be less than strictly religious, still refrain

| Shame for the scorned swine

rabbi was walking down the road and couldn't
A1elp noticing how one of his prominent
ongregants entered a non-kosher restaurant.
He couldn't believe it! So, he peeked inside to see if

he was really sitting down to eat. He waited patiently
outside. After a while, a waiter came to his table with a

kosher!
I" Aroast

Esau.

make false impressions.

In other words, it's not just that the pig
is unkosher, but rather that he makes a
point of giving the impression that he is

It's the deceit and duplicity that make
him so reviled, repulsive, and repugnant.
In Hebrew, we would call him a tzovua
(one who paints himself to look pious
when inside he is a scoundrel). Just like

The Torah wants us to be frum. But
italso expects us to be honest and not

So, more than simply being unkosher,
it's the dishonesty and hypocrisy of

6 George Ave,
Sandringham

WANTED

Any make, any model, any condition
Best prices guaranteed'

T Arnold Orkin 082-823-7826
AUTO AFRICA

from eating bacon or pork chops. Pig is repulsive to

millions of Jews, including many who aren't that kosher.
But why single out the poor pig? Halachically,

a cheeseburger is worse. Though we may benefit

financially from swine, we may not do so from cooked

meat-and-milk mixtures. éohan ?esburg
Sowhyi ig so despised and despicable? ape fown
o why is our poor pig so despised and despicable Burban

Well, we know that to be kosher, an animal must
have split hooves and chew its cud. The swine is the
only animal that has split hooves but doesn't chew
its cud. The sages saw it as a model of dishonesty and
hypocrisy. The pig wallows in its pen lying on its back
and appears to be showing off its feet that have the
kosher sign of split hooves. So, it makes itself out to
be kosher even though it's chazir treifl The pig is thus
compared to Esau who would regularly ask his father,
Isaac, halachic questions which made him out to be
a scholarand a devout Jew, when in fact he was a
murderer.

Bloemfontein
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East London
Jerusalem’
Tel Aviv’

Realty
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If one is staying in a hotel for Shabbat, one should light an incandescent
bulb with a bracha in one’s private room. Even if the light is
in the bathroom (the bracha should be made outside the bathroom).

life rabbi emeritus,
Sydenham Shul

the swine that
make him so
abominable. He
oozes this holy
impression when he is as profane as they
come.

| suppose it's like they say, “Betteran
enemy you know is your enemy than
an enemy who disguises himself as a
friend." There are terrorists in camouflage
and there are far more dangerous
terrorists who wear pinstriped suits.

Please G-d, we will all be kosher Jews,
not only in our kitchens, but in the way
we lead our lives.

Shabbat Times brought to you by

Spencer Schwartz from You Realty
Residential Property Sales and Rentals
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One may not light with a bracha in a place
where no-one will benefit from the candles.
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Former Miss Iraq challenges
Mandla Mandela on conflict

NICOLA MILTZ

ormer Miss Iraq, Sarah Idan, an Arab
Muslim global peace activist, has

challenged the Israel-bashing grandson

of Nelson Mandela to a conversation on the
conflict in the Middle East.

Idan is in South Africa to spread a message
of peace, respect, and tolerance during
Israel Apartheid Week (IAW), traditionally
a time of heightened anti-Israel sentiment
and intimidation on university campuses
throughout the country.

She has invited Mandla Mandela, an
outspoken lobbyist, to engage with her on the
conflict.

In an Instagram post, she said, “While I'm
still in South Africa, I'd like to invite
Mandla Mandela
@nkosizwelivelile to
have a conversation
about human rights
and the conflict.”

This isn’t the
first time that Idan,
32, the founder
of human rights
nongovernmental
organisation
Humanity Forward has
mentioned Mandela
on social media.

She made headlines
last year when she
lambasted him for
calling on Miss South
Africa, Lalela Mswane,
and all African
countries to boycott
the Miss Universe
pageant which was held in Eilat, Israel, in
December 2021.

In a fearless Instagram post, she rushed to
defend the recently crowned Mswane, and
criticised Mandela, saying, “How dare you!”

The courageous former beauty queen is no
stranger to controversy and confrontation.

Five years ago, she had the world at her feet
with her whole life ahead of her. Widely tipped
to become the next Miss Universe, she stole
hearts with her extraordinary and unusual life
story.

She grew up under the dictatorship of
Saddam Hussein; was forced to live in exile
as a refugee in Syria during the civil war;
taught herself English from scratch using the
lyrics of American singer Christina Aguilera;
joined the United States (US) military on her
18th birthday; and made a life for herself as a
musician in America. The stuff of movies. But
all of that changed when she posted a selfie

in November 2017 with Miss Israel, Adar
Gandelsman, captioned, “Peace and Love from
Miss Iraq and Miss Israel #missuniverse.”

The two met in Las Vegas while preparing for
the 2017 Miss Universe pageant.

“I could see she was nervous to greet me.
When I asked her why she appeared scared of
me, she showed me her Israel sash and I felt
so ashamed. I told her I had no problem with
where she came from. It’s about humanity,”
Idan said.

They struck up a friendship, telling each other
about life in their respective countries.

The selfie of the two contestants, intended to
convey a message of peace and unity, typically
triggered an avalanche of hate in Iraq and other
Arab countries which still don’t recognise the
Jewish state.

“I'was called a Zionist dog, considered the
worst insult in the Middle East,” Idan recalled
this week. She was blocked on social media
by other Arab contestants who had been her
friends.

Idan said she was labelled a traitor, told she
had committed treason, received multiple death
threats including from Hamas, and was forced
to flee Iraq with her parents and four siblings
within three days of posting the selfie.

“It was a less than an enjoyable time. [ was
anxious, I had panic attacks, and it affected
my ability to compete,” she said. However, she
remained resolute and refused to take down
the selfie, determined to take part in the Miss
Universe pageant even though its organisers
and those of Miss Iraq tried to persuade her to
withdraw, a lot of them pro-Palestinian, she said.

Although she had initially been a clear
favourite for one of the top three positions, she
didn’t place, which came as no surprise, she said.
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Idan continues to live in political exile in the
US and has had her Iraqi citizenship revoked.

Asked this week if she would do it all again
knowing that her controversial action would
lead to so much pain, fear, and heartache, she
said, “Yes, absolutely yes, 100%,” pointing out
that it was a life changing

moment that opened her
eyes.

“[That photo] is way
more important than
a beauty title. I literally
launched a career after
that, got to do and see so
much and influence so
many people.”

Her experience
inspired her to commit
herself to work for peace
between Muslims and
Jews, Arabs and Israelis
in the Middle East and
beyond.

Through her NGO,
she has addressed global
forums, including the
United Nations Human
Rights Council.

“I don’t think being Miss Universe I could
have done any of that,” she told the SA Jewish
Report.

Idan said it was important for her to be
in South Africa during IAW and have an
opportunity to learn about the country’s history.

“My main aim as a Muslim Arab woman is to
educate and engage people of all backgrounds
and faiths, tell my story, and why I think it’s
important to have peace with Israel,” she said.

“People who talk about Israel apartheid need
to visit Israel to see the truth for themselves
that it’s not apartheid. It’s a place where Jews,
Arabs, and Christians co-exist. I wish other Arab
countries would be more like Israel. Show me
one Arab country that has a true democracy
with full human rights for all including women
and gays.

“In all my experience, I've come to realise that
Boycott Divestment Sanctions activists aren’t
pro-peace or pro-Palestinian, rather they are

anti-Israel. This needs to change.”

On a trip to Sharpeville marking Human
Rights Day, Idan was visibly moved after
communicating with church leaders and
members of the Sharpeville community.

She posted on Instagram, “It never occurred
to me before how when some people call
Israel ‘apartheid’ it affects South Africans who
experienced the real apartheid.”

As a young girl, Idan knew that life in Iraq
wasn't ideal.

“People lived in fear under Saddam. Graffiti
signs everywhere said, ‘Death to America’,
‘Death to Israel’”

She recalls with horror how Saddam held
celebrations for days after 9/11.

“My family was sad seeing innocent people
jumping out of a building. Even with all the
brainwashing, we still didn’t see things the way
he wanted,” she said.

Idan loved playing soccer but as she got older,
she said she kept her hair short and strapped
down her breasts to look more boy-like.

“After a certain age, girls weren't allowed to
play with the boys outside. I wished I was a boy,”
she recalls.

When the American soldiers first arrived in
Iraq, she said she was playing soccer in the road
and started saying the death prayer.

“We were told they were coming to kill us,”
she said.

“The first time I saw American soldiers, I
thought they were aliens coming out of their
tanks. I couldn’t believe it when one of them
gave us flowers, candy, and pamphlets saying
we’re here to liberate you not hurt you.”

With the arrival of the soldiers so too came
satellite television and American music, which
she devoured in order to teach herself English.

“Iloved watching the sitcom Friends on TV,
and thought that I'd like to live like that,” she
said.

So, on her 18th birthday, she approached a
US check point and joined the US military. It
opened the door to her musical and modelling
career, which ultimately led to work in human
rights.

At the time of going to print, Mandela hadn’t
responded to Idan’s invitation.

JAWITZ

PROPERTIES

‘ REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
°f THE WORLD

FOR SALE

& 2s

= 4 Web Ref: RL79789

Owner will consider all reasonable offers. Great value
for money this duplex offers oodles of space and great
security. Loads of natural light and an established neat
private garden. Close to excellent schools and shopping
centres. Walking distance to Linksfield Shul. Very Genuine
Seller- bring your best offer to the table!

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287

Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229

Real Life.

Real Estate.

FOR SALE

SYDENHAM | R 1999 000

k=3 & 2 Web Ref: RL86361

Cluster style contemporary executive home. This gorgeous
3 bed home is only 5 years young. Featuring 3 bedrooms
with dressing room off main, 2 bathrooms MES, spacious
lounge and dining room with stack doors opening onto
patio and intimate private garden, efficient modern kitchen.
Double automated garages

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287

Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229

Invest in Property in Israel From R5 Million

N

NORWOOD | R 3 800 000

L7 B

k=5 & 3 Web Ref: RL85106

Unique, beautiful 5-bedroom home - ideal for a large
or extended family. Extensively renovated, in excellent
condition. The perfect combination of modern and state-
of-the art with charm, tradition and character.

® John Hayden: 082 454 7152

www.jawitz.co.za | Registered with the PPRA

Contact Herschel Jawitz in strict confidence
082 5711829 | herschel@jawitz.co.za

MORNINGSIDE | ASKING R 1399 000

k=2 & 1 Web Ref: RL82411

It's your move! Unbelievable Value! Why Rent When You Can
Own? 2 Bed, 1 Bath Loft Apartment. Superbly Positioned &
situated in a highly sought after, well maintained complex.
Open Plan Living /dining area with great space and flow,
leading to stunning entertainers patio with park like views.
Easy access to Sandton CBD, Gautrain and all amenities.

® sandra Luntz: 083 679 1247




4 SA JEWISH REPORT

24 - 31 March 2022

No such thing as neutrality in this war: Ukraine ambassador

TALI FEINBERG

he’s a single mother of two
Syoung children with a brother

in Ukraine and colleagues who
have lost their homes to Russian
bombings. A woman she knew was
killed in recent days. But Ukrainian
ambassador to South Africa, Liubov
Abravitova, is calm and stoic while
watching her country burn at the
hands of a heartless dictator.

Speaking to the SA Jewish Report
from her office in Pretoria, Abravitova
says she met the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies two weeks ago
because “this war will affect everyone”
and she appreciates the support from
all sectors of society.

At the meeting, they discussed
the urgent humanitarian needs on
the ground, the relentless Russian
propaganda, and the myriad Jewish
organisations which have offered
support since Russia invaded Ukraine
on 24 February.

Abravitova told the SA Jewish
Report it had been particularly
challenging working in a country that
had shown by its actions - or lack of
actions — that it has sided with Russia.

This is why she appreciates the
support of every Jewish organisation
that has taken the time to express its
dismay or offered to help. She notes
that if South Africa continues to trade
with Russia, “it will have Ukrainian
blood on its hands” because every
economic interaction with Russia
supports the invasion.

She says although South Africa

may declare itself neutral, there’s threw herself over her child during the
bombings,” she says. “It’s surreal and
hard to believe.”

While it has been a hard time

for everyone at the embassy, they

no neutrality in a situation like
this — especially as South Africa just
celebrated Human Rights Day.

She emphasises that South Africa

Ukraine Ambassador
Liubov Abravitova

could have taken a strong stand in continue to focus on ways they can

the early days of the war and madean  help rather than feeling powerless.
impact. Now, as the invasion reaches
the one-month mark, South Africa’s

lack of moral courage has shown the

“People are frustrated, but we are in
South Africa for a reason, and must
find ways to help from here,” she says.
world exactly where the rainbow The ambassador notes that
although we're far away “South
Africans must understand that the
war will affect them. Ukraine produces
10% of all the wheat in the world. You
may say it’s only 10%, but what about
your pasta being made in Italy? We
live in a very interconnected world,
and we’ll see shortages and price
increases of essential items like bread

nation stands.

Meanwhile, Abravitova’s Ukrainian
colleagues in Pretoria all have family
and friends back home who have been
affected by the invasion and know
people who have lost their lives.

The woman Abravitova knows who
died is someone she worked with in
the past. “She was killed because she

and cooking oil”

It will also change the “structure
of global systems, peace and security,
and international law. At the end of
the day, if Africa allows Russia to do
this, then Africa will also be
challenged with territorial
conflict. Neighbouring
countries will feel they
have the freedom to invade
another country to take its
resources. So, it affects the
security of the continent
itself,” Abravitova says.

She says there are about
1 000 known Ukrainians
in South Africa and that
many have asked for help
in bringing their families
to South Africa. She has
even been contacted by
hotels and individual
families asking to host
Ukrainian refugees. In
turn, she has reached
out to the department
of international relations and
cooperation, but has received no
response.

Abravitova was born in Moldova,
and remembers her city as a hub for
Jewish refugees from the former
USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) making their way to Israel
and America. Growing up in Odesa,
she was aware of the thriving Jewish
community there.

She notes that Ukraine is a
multicultural society and that the
Jewish community makes up an
important part of that fabric - now
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being torn apart by the invasion. In
the context of such a multi-faceted
society, she says many Ukrainians
welcomed the election of a Jewish
president and didn’t see it as unusual.
Rather, it was a reflection of a diverse
country where everyone is welcome,
and where even a Jewish comedian
can make it to the highest office in the
land.

While many Ukrainians believed
Putin wouldn’t invade, Abravitova
always knew it could happen. Her
brother remains in Odesa. As a male
in the 18 to 60 age group, he’s legally
obligated to stay and fight. Yet, she
points out that many Ukrainians want
to stay and wouldn’t flee even if they
were allowed to go. Even if her brother
wasn't forced to, he probably would
have chosen to stay.

At the same time, she has seen
the heartbreak of families having to
leave behind husbands, brothers, and
even grandfathers on the border as
they have crossed over and become
refugees.

Seeing families ripped apart,
knowing that ordinary people as
well as cultural icons are being killed,
hearing of communities fleeing en
masse, and watching places she knows
being flattened are all scenes that
haunt her. Yet she gets up every day to
continue to speak out on behalf of her
people, which she says is “an honour
and a privilege”.

To the South African Jewish
community, she says, “Everyone’s
voice is important in speaking the
truth. Please keep supporting us.”
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African anti-Israel groups attempt to mobilise in Dakar

TALI FEINBERG

hen the African Union (AU)

admitted Israel as an observer

in 2021, a number of African
countries were furious, with South Africa
leading the charge. And when the AU
decided to postpone discussion on the
issue at its recent summit, they became
even more livid.

Now, anti-Israel activists from 21
African countries have gathered in a new
forum called the Pan African Palestinian
Solidarity Network (PAPSN), which looks
like a desperate reaction to an AU that’s
embracing Israel.

Perhaps the biggest sign that this is
a rebellion against the AU is that the
gathering was hosted in Dakar, Senegal,
the same country that AU Commission
Chairperson Moussa Faki Mahamat hails
from. It was he who made the unilateral
decision to admit Israel as an observer.

In his official remarks on 6 February
2022 at the AU summit in Addis Ababa,
he doubled down on the decision, saying
that four-fifths of AU member states
had developed a relationship with Israel.
“[Observer status] is a faithful reflection
of a tangible, irrefutable reality: that of the
recognition of Israel on a very large scale in
Africa,” Mahamat said.

But last week, delegates attempted
to reverse this fact. The gathering was
attended by representatives of civil
society organisations and groupings
from Botswana, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, The
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya,
Malawi, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique,
Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa,
Sudan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe.

The entire two-day event was a festival of
Israel condemnation and an echo chamber
of delegates attempting to convince
themselves that Israel’s strong ties with
Africa could be obliterated. Particularly
harsh on their fellow Africans were
declarations that Christian support of
Israel should be eliminated, and that Israel’s
humanitarian support in African countries
was unwelcome.

“Ultimately this is a reaction to the AU
providing Israel with observer status and
taking a rain check on the issue for the
next year or so,” says local political analyst

Sara Gon, the head of strategic engagement
at the Institute of Race Relations, notes
that “PAPSN doesn’t seem to be a challenge
to the AU as much as it appears to be a
super grouping of anti-Israel lobbies and
nongovernmental organisations.

“Presumably it intends to put pressure on
their 21 respective countries’ governments
to boycott Israel, push Israel to be declared
an apartheid state by the UN, and, by
implication the termination of the Jewish
state,” she says. “It’s not a threat to the AU
or its members but it’s another irritant in
this battle. Although they have taken an
antagonistic stand towards Israel-friendly
Christian groups, I don’t believe it will

!
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Delegates at the Dakar event

hold much sway in most of the countries
[that attended], 21 of which are majority
Christian.”

Local political analyst Steven Gruzd
agrees that it’s a reaction to the AU
upholding Israel’s observer status. “This is
also an attempt to get attention while the
world’s focus is on Ukraine,” Gruzd says.
“The Palestinian issue has fallen off the
international agenda in a big way in the past
few years. It’s a reaction to that, and trying
to get publicity at a time when the world
is looking elsewhere. It will have very little
impact. The number of organisations that
attended from a long list of countries should
be a concern for Israel supporters, but it’s
not official and is purely symbolic. They will
seek to put pressure on Israel, but I think
Israel has dealt well with this kind of pressure

before.”

Rowan Polovin, the national chairperson
of the South African Zionist Federation,
says, “Israel has made significant strides in
improving relations with African states. The
majority of African countries now have positive
and open diplomatic relations with Israel and

collaborate on numerous initiatives to bring
water, electricity, and food security to millions
of African people. It’s unfortunate that a small,
hateful group of extremists are trying to block
Africa’s progress, but we can take comfort in the
fact that they will almost certainly fail and that
Africa’s friendship with Israel will prosper.”
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Israel’s observer status, but it’s not going
to threaten the cohesiveness of the AU.
This is an attempt to elevate the Palestinian
issue on the African continent from those
seeking to exclude Israel as far as possible.
Ukraine has taken the spotlight off Israel,
and I think there will be renewed efforts to
isolate Israel and raise that particular issue
in global alliances.”
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Follow in the footsteps of an icon

Can I say that if I had a surname with the
status of Mandela, I hope I would use it for
good? I would like to think I would follow
the example of my iconic elder and help the world
to forgive, encourage negotiations and peace.

But instead, Zwelivelile (Mandla) Mandela
has become the face of the Boycott Divestment

Sanctions (BDS) movement in South Africa and
frankly, he does the organisation no favours.
Though BDS is constantly proclaiming that it’s
not antisemitic (and I reserve judgement on that),

Mandela rides roughshod over that notion, coming
across as the stormtrooper for antisemitism.
The things he says — you can see for yourself on

page 1 - are astonishing in their racist nature. He

clearly doesn’t care that he comes across as an antisemite. And if we doubted our
opinion on this, Tali Feinberg spoke to at least three global experts who were equally
astounded at how blatant he was in his derision of Jews.

Unlike many others, he doesn’t even try and couch his feeling about Jewish people
in anti-Israel rhetoric. He just vomits out his hatred, and I have to wonder why.

Surely, as the face of the anti-Israel lobby, he should be a tad more circumspect
or even perhaps cautious in his public displays of hatred. Either those within his
organisation support his sentiments and have veered off the path of trying to steer
clear of being openly antisemitic, or he’s simply a loose cannon and does as he wants.

Suffice to say, I can only imagine that his grandfather, the great Nelson Mandela, is
turning in his grave because he was so far from being racist or prejudiced. He was the
antithesis of that.

But who exactly is Mandla Mandela, and what has he done to deserve any
credibility or acclaim? From what I can tell, the only thing positive he has going for
him is his grandfather’s name, and he uses it to promote everything I believe his
grandfather would hate.

Ironically, I was introduced to his iconic grandfather by the then Israeli ambassador
to South Africa, Alon Liel, at the time of the first democratic election. They were
friends. It was during Mandela’s first visit to the Sea Point — Green Point Shul
(commonly known as the Marais Road Shul). There was a brocha for Mandela after he
spoke in shul and the ambassador managed to get me in as his guest and introduce
me to this world icon. I was tongue tied, probably for the first and last time in my life,
but then it was hard to think of anything to say when this great statesman was in
front of me.

I remember being so amazed at how he treated the chief rabbi, ambassadors, and
the cleaning staff in exactly the same way — with respect and dignity.

I so remember how he thanked the South African Jewish community for its
contribution to the development of the country, and how he called on those of
us who had left for anywhere other than Israel to come home. He understood the
kinship we have for Israel and our love of South Africa. He also respected us - clearly
not something his grandson has learnt.

I can’t help but wonder why Mandela junior has taken on this particular cause. Why
not fight for the rights of the hungry and desperate in South Africa? Why not make
it his business to find employment for those unemployed and destitute? There are so
many vital masts he could pin his colours (or name) to and do good, rather than do
his damnedest to run down the Jewish State and the people in this country who hold
it dear.

I'm sure some of you might question why we put the story about Mandela junior on
the front page, seeing it as giving this dastardly man a platform. I see your point.

However, I'll be damned if I allow someone, particularly as high profile as a
Mandela, to say the things that he has said and not challenge him on it. I don’t
believe that those who spew antisemitism should be allowed to ride roughshod over
us.

Antisemitism doesn’t just go away if we say nothing and let people get away with it.
Antisemitism is like a festering wound. It gets worse and worse until it is cauterised
and cleaned, so that it can heal and be diffused.

Now, if we allow the Mandela juniors of the world to get away with ugly
antisemitic rhetoric, we give them permission to do it. Well, I won’t sit by and allow
antisemitism. [ know I'm not alone.

And to those who do their best to couch their antisemitism in Israel hatred, we’re
not blind.

So, be assured that while we choose not to give you a public platform to
grandstand, we won’t give you free rein to run us down.

We may be a small community on the southern tip of Africa, but we pack a mean
punch when we need to. Ask Bongani Masuku. He’ll tell you, our community doesn’t
back down.

Meanwhile, as people like Mandela junior go on about us, war is raging in Eastern
Europe, and Russia continues to devastate Ukraine and its people.

In fact, this week, one of those killed in a Russian airstrike on Kharkiv in Ukraine
was a 96-year-old non-Jewish Holocaust survivor who had spent time at four
different concentration camps. The Ukrainian foreign minister tweeted of Borys
Romanchenko this week, “Survived Hitler, murdered by Putin.”

We must do everything in our power to stop the war, as is made clear on page 4 by
the Ukrainian ambassador to South Africa. So, join us at the SA Jewish Report this
week and until the war ends by lighting an extra Shabbos candle for the Ukrainians.
This is such a small thing, but it’s something to keep their flame alive.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

Jewish students shouldn't
cringe from IAW

OPINION

e return to campus in 2022 for most
students meant the resumption of the

annual occurence that we hoped had been

forgotten — Israel Apartheid Week (IAW). I
recall two years ago being a first-year student.
I walked onto the university campus terrified
of what the week would bring. For the first
time in my life, my identity as a Zionist Jew
wouldn’t just be questioned but challenged.

I know I'm not alone. I still receive worried
phone calls or messages from students the
week of IAW, admitting that they’re fearful of
coming onto campus because they are Jewish.
Notice that this fear isn’t about their political
position or opinion on Israel, it’s because they
feel intimidated by a bully organisation like
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions that tries to
silence them into complying.

I used to believe that Jewish students should

ignore the week, keep our heads down, and get
on with life - it would make my parents much
happier if I spent more time in the library. But
as we prepared for this year’s IAW, I realised
that that kind of thinking is naive.

If the week is going to go ahead, it’s imperative
that Zionist Jewish students speak up.

You see, most students in South Africa
have an ambivalent, uninformed, or slightly
negative opinion of Israel. IAW is an
opportunity for us to teach the campus - and
by extension the country - about the story

BEN ATIE

or correct many preconceived notions, often

predicated on lies told to students. This doesn’t
have to be in terms of a fist fight but rather in
terms of calm, rational discussion — how 90%
of IAW occurs.

Furthermore, this is an opportunity for us
as Zionist Jewish students to express with
pride who we are. And why not be proud to be
a Zionist? The state of Israel is nothing short
of a modern-day miracle. Besides the countless
wars she has survived and the state we have
built in spite of living under constant threat of
destruction, Israel is the most powerful story
of decolonisation ever told.

No other people have successfully had their
land colonised by other people and then have
returned to it to re-establish their homeland
with its historic language, culture, and people.
That’s a story that should speak to us all in
South Africa and is why we place so much
emphasis on how Israel can help Africa -
another positive message spread during this
vitriolic week.

Would we rather the week didn’t happen?
Absolutely. But does that mean we need to sit
down and mope about it? Absolutely not. Part
of the Jewish story has always been turning
bad situations into an opportunity, and that’s
why we must get involved in IAW.

« Ben Atie is the national chairperson of the South

of our people. It’s also a chance to debunk

African Union of Jewish Students.

The passing of a Torah giant

his week, South African Jewry
I joined Jews around the world
to mourn the passing of
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, of blessed

memory, the leading Torah sage of our
generation.
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Jewish mourners wait outside Ponevezh community cemetery in Bnei Brak
during the funeral of Haredi Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, 20 March 2022

Hundreds gathered ata memorial
service in Johannesburg, where
there was a tremendous outpouring
of emotion and a number of stirring
tributes. These emotional scenes
were a reflection of the sense of great
mourning felt across the Jewish
world. Earlier in the week, hundreds of
thousands attended Kanievsky's funeral
in Israel, one of the largest public
gatherings in the country's history.

Take a moment to reflect how
remarkable that is. Reb Chaim, as he
was fondly known throughout the
world, held no official position, no
title other than "rabbi". He wielded no
political power or executive authority.
He commanded no budgets, no teams
of employees, no press or media
operation. And yet, he was one the
most influential leaders in the Jewish
world.

His authority derived not from any
financial or political power but simply
from the depth and breadth of his

Torah wisdom, from the nobility of his

character, and the sincerity of his deeds.

The influence he wielded, the honour

he was accorded, the veneration he

inspired, resided purely in his spirit.
The prophet tells us that he foun

~r

Hashem not in the drama of the
"howling wind, nor in the raging fire,
nor in the tumultuous earthquake”
but “in a delicate still voice” (1 Kings
19:12). Kanievsky's influence came
through the "delicate still voice" of his
teachings and writings, in his peerless
Torah scholarship. He wrote great works
of halacha. But with all his remarkable
intellectual accomplishments, his
“delicate still voice” was also heard in
his righteousness, through his living
embodiment of the divine values of
ourTorah.

| experienced this personally. |
met Reb Chaim on three occasions.
When | started my position as a young
chief rabbi, he gave me a special
blessing that stayed with me and
gave me great encouragement. | met
him again just as the international
Shabbat Project was getting off the
ground, and his endorsement meant
so much to me personally and also
helped draw support for the project.

Later,in 2019, he

helped me launch

a campaign for Shabbat observant

communities to deepen their Shabbat

experience through Torah learning.
On the occasions | was privileged to

meet Kanievsky, | was struck by the

B8 modesty of his small apartment in

Bnei Brak. No elaborate office with
grand views. No plush furniture.
Everything was so simple. Books were
everywhere - one of which was always
open in front of him. The atmosphere
was permeated with humility and
wisdom.

I saw how Reb Chaim was always
totally accessible to anyone who
wanted to speak to him - to seek his

advice, or his blessing, or simply an
answer to a Torah question. Whenever
| went to meet him, there were

lines of people outside his door. The
people who stood in those queues day
after day were from all walks of life.
Young and old, rich and poor, learned
and not.

His wisdom, compassion, and
learning moved people, and that's why
they made him their gadol hador (the
great of the generation). It's a title that
no committee can award you. There's
no election that you stand for. It cannot
be bought or attained by any official
process. And it comes with no benefits
or perks or power in the traditional
sense. It's a title awarded by the people
-from the most learned to the least - to
a sage who has captured their hearts
and minds with his righteousness and
learing. Kanievsky did so for decades.

The best way for us to pay respects
is by learning more Torah in his merit,
especially during the shloshim (first
30 days of mourning), which he would
certainly have regarded as the greatest
giftanyone could give him.

May his memory be a blessing.
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SAUJS call for ‘heal over hate’ snubbed

DANI SACK AND NICOLA MILTZ

lone, chained student from the
University of Pretoria (Tuks) stood
ith her mouth taped shut and

fake blood smeared on her face in front of

a peaceful South African Union of Jewish
Students (SAUJS) mural promoting dialogue
over hate.

Israel haters defaced the mural by daubing
red paint under it with the words “From the
River to the Sea Palestine will be Free". The
student held a poster which asked, “How are
we supposed to talk when our voices have
been silenced?"

be as large as previous years, possibly because
of this year's approach of having two separate
spaces on campus, one for SAUJS and one for
the PSC"

Meanwhile at Wits, offers of beer were
heard coming from the SAUJS camp, eager to
promote healthy dialogue and debate.

Acolourful invitation was sent out on
social media by members of SAUJS saying,
"Don't spread fear, have a beer, heal over
hate." The student body called on students
to join them for a chat saying, “Conflict isn't
resolved through hostility and fear mongering
campaigns. When we sit down and have a
beer with each other, we choose to heal our

SAUJS students painted a

‘ which said “heal over
-‘I‘g‘t‘%&ﬂhmng-dialogue,
however anti-Israel students
defaced it with calls to

destroy Israel

It demonstrated anti-Israel activists'
unwillingness to engage in dialogue during
Israel Apartheid Week (IAW) this week in spite
of SAUJS' attempt to offer an olive branch and
encourage conversation about the Middle East
conflict.

Though IAW had a fairly muted start, Tuks
upped the ante. South African Friends of
Israel (SAFI) posted a video of a Tuks student
chanting "F*** America and F*** Israel!"
accompanied by some cheers.

SAFI tweeted, "Just in case you thought this
was about Palestinian rights, they clarified that
‘apartheid week' is about hate - and of course
disrespecting the victims of SA apartheid."

The "Heal over Hate" mural atTuks
organised by SAUJS was vandalised on the
first day of IAW.

In reaction, SAFI posted on Instagram,
"Instead of embracing [the mural], the anti-
Israel bigot defaced it with calls to destroy
Israel. Hate will never lead to healing."

Atthe University of the Witwatersrand
(Wits), the Palestine Solidarity Committee
(PSC) erected a panelled wall with
"#FreePalestine" spray-painted across it, where
it held workshops.

According to Joshua Norman, Wits SAUJS
events officer, "Their numbers don't seem to

divides rather than exemplify hate. We choose
to unify and in this way, we bring peace. We
heal by talking not by hating."

Wendy Kahn, the national director of the
South African Jewish Board of Deputies said,
"Over the decade of this toxic campaign, there
have been recurrent issues of antisemitism
and threats against Jewish students. We
therefore work closely with the students in
monitoring and preparing for this unfortunate
IAW week. Fortunately, over the past few years,
our students have prepared outstanding
counter campaigns that have presented
excellent narratives about South African
Jewry and Israel, and where required, have
pointed out the antisemitic nature of the BDS
[Boycott Divestment Sanctions movement].
Having been at Wits on Tuesday [22 March], it
was encouraging to see the SAUJS voice and
messaging being the dominant one.”

For Jewish students, being on campus
during IAW can mean two things - either
displaying your Judaism proudly, yarmulkes,
and Magen Davids out for all the world to see,
or hiding it, wearing caps and tucking in your
tzitzit to avoid confrontation.

This year, SAUJS worked alongside
StandWithUs, an international non-profit
organisation that educates worldwide on Israel

and antisemitism. Together, they created this
year's "Heal over Hate" campaign.

Atent outside Wits' Chamber of Mines
building sported tables filled with t-shirts,
bracelets, yarmulkes, and booklets about
Israel's history and the reality of the conflict
between Israel and Palestine.

SAUJS National Chairperson Ben Atie
commented that “the point of the week has
always been about giving students who know
nothing the opportunity to get educated, ask
questions, and learn about Israel and Zionism".
SAUJS representatives and delegates from
StandWithUs scattered themselves around
the outside of the tent, starting conversations
with students who wanted to
know more about Israel. Many of
them knew only buzzwords like
"Israel-Palestine conflict” or “lIsrael
apartheid"”

Noa Raman, the director of
partnerships at StandWithUs,
said the organisation’s aim was
to “"support SAUJS students and
strategise about the most successful
campaign not only to counter
anti-Israel rhetoric, but also to raise
awareness about Israel. The team
of StandWithUs delegates includes
Druze, Moroccan, Brazilian, and
Jerusalemite Israelis, to name a
few.This s in order to expose the
diversity within Israeli culture, to
showcase the reality of Israelis.”

Raman said that after two years
of IAW online, they hoped this year's face-to-
face connections could help humanise Israel.
"Bringing a smile is mostimportant. Israel
will still exist after IAW, so this is really about
strengthening the pro-Israel community in
South Africa and highlighting that there's
more to the story than meets the eye."

Norman was one of the SAUJS
representatives educating students using
visual aids, pamphlets, and a friendly attitude.
"Most students have been willing to engage,”
Norman said. “We're yet to have someone
come here and spread hate. I'm really grateful
that | have the platform to educate myself and
my fellow students on something that forms
such a large part of my Jewish identity."

The point of this week for Jewish students,
according to Atie, is to show them that they
can be proud of who they are, that "it's okay to
be Zionist on campus”, and to promote a pro-
Israel message.

Wits has a daily schedule with activities
such as "Don‘t spread fear, have a beer", yoga
workshops, and shoe drives. The University
of Cape Town is holding its annual “Spread
hummus, not hate" campaign, and both
universities will have the opportunity to hear
from the 2017 Miss Iraq, Sarah Idan, who has
taken a public pro-Israel stance.
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Buy a pair of
multifocals with an

anti-reflective coating

and get a second pair of clear
or sunglass multifocal lenses
absolutely free

T: 011 440 9001 - 063 915 0722
eyecare@theopticalstudio.co.za
Midways Mall - 280 Corlett Drive

SAVOY PHARMACY PERCELIA PHARMACY

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:30am - 6:00pm
SATURDAY:
9:00am - 1:00pm
LAST SUNDAY
OF THE MONTH
9:00am - 1:00pm

= (011) 885-1200/1

savoy@medicarehealth.co.za

MONDAY - THURSDAY:
8:30am - 6:00pm
FRIDAY: 8:00am - 4:30pm
SATURDAY: CLOSED
SUNDAY
AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS:
9:00am - 1:00pm

= (011) 640-4321/31
percelia@medicarehealth.co.za

Trustworthy and presentable
72-year-old Jewish gentleman,
with areliable luxury car looking
to supplement his retirement

Offers the following services for hourly (negotiable) rates:

« Lifts for elderly people wanting to visit friends and family.

« Will take people to do shopping or will do it for them.

- Drop off and fetch children from school or extramurals.

+ Transport people to and from th