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UCT denies responsibility for terrorist talk on campus

TALI FEINBERG

he University of the Cape Town (UCT) has denied
I responsibility for allowing members of terrorist
groups Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J)
to address an audience on its campus via a video call
from Iran.

At the event on Monday evening, 20 March, hosted
by the Palestine Solidarity Forum (PSF), Hamas and
Hezbollah fags were draped around the room while
members of terrorist groups Hamas and PIJ addressed
the audience.

Nasser Abu Sharif from P1J and Khaled Qadomi from
Hamas were hosted online by the PSF at its “Israeli
Apartheid Week” (IAW) event.

In response to queries from the SA Jewish Report,
UCT spokesperson Elijah Moholola said, “The University
of Cape Town is aware of an event hosted by one of
the students’ societies on campus ... where the two
speakers in questions participated. Concems around the
speakers were raised by another students' society prior
to the event. An engagement followed between the two
students' structures on this matter.”

He went on to say that as it wasn't "an institutional
event, but one hosted by a students’ society", so it wasn't
the university's business.

However, the university didn't acknowledge the
impact on students - both Jewish and not - of inviting
terrorist organisations onto campus.

Erin Dodo, the chairperson of the South African Union
of Jewish Students (SAUJS) Western Cape, says, "I
believe this impacts on the safety of Jewish students and
students in general. These speakers are known to have
along list of crimes that they and their organisations
committed. Welcoming them on campus compromises
everyone's safety, and makes UCT a place for violence to
be excused.”

Dodo did everything she could to stop the speakers
from addressing the event. "SAUJS and the PSF had a
meeting with department of student affairs to disclose
plans and speakers for IAW. However, the PSF made
absolutely no reference to the two speakers they would

have on Monday night [20 March], both of whom
represent their organisations in the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

“This goes directly against our agreement to disclose
speakers. Therefore, on Monday at 10:42, | phoned one
of the department of student affairs' directors to alert her.
She asked me to put it in an email so she could escalate
the matter, which | did."

Dodo wrote in the message, “I have no idea how UCT
can allow this." She then listed every terror attack that PIJ

representative (who was copied in the email to the
university), who she said, “ignored what | had written
(in the email), and went on to claim the speakers were
Jewish allies"

“The South African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD)
contacted the acting vice-chancellor, Professor Daya
Reddy. | had copied him in my email and still, nothing,”
she continues.

Cape SAJBD Executive Director Daniel Bloch says,
“There was no response to our initial email sent on

= Y. mEanm

Hamas representative in Iran, Khaled Qadomi, addressing the Palestine Solidarity Forum event on UCT campus this week

had perpetrated, as the Hamas speaker had not yet been
announced at that stage. “This terrorist organisation has
labelled Jews as their enemy to be killed,” she wrote.
"To say this makes Jewish students feel unsafe is
a ridiculous understatement,” continued her email.
"We feel threatened, targeted, and ostracised. | cannot
believe | even have to write an email that an organisation
that supports the military regime of Iran and a terrorist
organisation shouldn't be given a platform to speak.”
Dodo waited but received no response from student
affairs. She did receive a message from the PSF

20 March whereby we raised our concems and requested
that the messages by PIJ and Hamas not be screened.

"We sent a second letter on 21 March, whereby we
voiced our concerns at UCT for allowing this to happen.
Professor Reddy responded that evening [on 21 March]
saying he would get back to me." That's the last Bloch
heard from UCT.

Dodo heard nothing further from UCT, but still hopes
the university will properly address the issue. "SAUJS,
together with our partners like the SAJBD, are committed
to ensuring Jewish students on campus feel safe and are

able to express themselves in an environment free from
discrimination and prejudice,” she says.

The event was held at the same time that Israeli
Or Eshkar (32) passed away, murdered by a Hamas
terrorist because he was Jewish. The Hamas charter
calls for the killing of Jews and subscribes to antisemitic
tropes of Jews controlling the world. The P1J is the
most radical terrorist organisation operating in the
Palestinian arena, dedicated to violent jihad. Both have
been designated as terrorist organisations by Australia,
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Canada, the European Union, Israel, Japan, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

Photos on the PSF's social media show that less than
10 students were listening to the terrorist leaders. On
the same evening, the PSF also held a poorly-attended
"vigil for martyrs", in which students held Hezbollah
and Hamas fags and a student wrapped his face ina
scarf with a Hamas logo while holding up pictures of
“martyrs".

“The Cape SAJBD is appalled [at this event]" says Cape

Continued on page 10>>
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‘Not my country anymore’
DEBORAH DANAN - JTA

en Daniel Schleider and his wife, Lior, leave Israel next
month, it will be for good - and with a heavy heart.
"I have no doubt | will have tears in my eyes the whole

flight," said Schleider, who was bormn in Mexico and lived in Israel for a
time as a child before returning on his own at 18. Describing himself as
"deeply Zionist", he served in a combat unitin the Israeli army, married an
Israeli woman, and built a career in an Israeli company.

9
=9
&
f»_
E-c'?
<
5 O
o
2 ()
=¥
=
w
=
‘3‘

| assembled a coalition that includes far-right parties, and started pushing
|| changes that would erode hallmarks of Israeli democracy, Schleider found
1| himself booking plane tickets and locating an apartment in Barcelona.

Yet as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu returmed to power,

- why Israelis are emigrating

|| we built by selling our brains ...
|| managed to destroy all that”

|| Spain’s language and low cost of living made the city a good fit, he said,
|| butthe real attraction was living in a place where he wouldn't constantly
have to face down the ways that Israel is changing.

Israel's strength over its 75 years, Schleider said, is “the economy
And yet, in less than half a year, we've

Schleider has been joining the sweeping protests that have taken root

| across the country in response to the new right-wing government and its

effort to strip the Israeli judiciary of much of its power and independence.
But while he considered fighting the changes rather than fleeing them,

1 | healso accepts the government's argument that most Israelis voted for
| something he doesn't believe in.

Schleider is far from alone in seeking to leave Israel this year. Though

Israelis proteéting against the government’scontroversial
judicial reform bill block the main road leading to departures

at Ben Gurion Airport
planned departures appears to be picking up. Many of those weighing

emigration were catalysed by the new government, according to
accounts from dozens of people in various stages of emigration and of
organisations aiding them.

Ocean Relocation, which assists people with immigration to and
emigration from Israel, has received more than 100 inquiries a day from
people looking to leave since Justice Minister Yariv Levin first presented
his proposal for judicial reform back in January. That's four times the
rate of inquiries the organisation received last year, according to senior
manager Shay Obazanek.

|| Israelis have always moved abroad for various reasons, the pace of

Continued on page 4>>

Rabbi Yossy Goldman
- Life Rabbi Emeritus,
Sydenham Shul

: ere in South Africa,
# H our national treasure
continues to be the

late Nelson Mandela. The status and respect he enjoys
even after his death are legendary. To have suffered
imprisonment for 27 years and still come out preaching
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President Mandela while he happened to be going for
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and their favourite subject. Then he carried on walking
the next two blocks while holding the hands of my two
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Portfolio Available Sandringham The beginning of the Book of Vayikra (Leviticus)

features an interesting lesson in humility.

The very first word, “vayikra" features a smaller-than-
usual alef. Tradition teaches that Moses had initially
written the Hebrew word without the alefat all, which
changes its meaning. Vayikra means “and he called’,
whereas without the alef, it reads vayikar, "and he
chanced upon’, which is the way G-d communicated to
the heathen prophet, Balaam, rather than approaching
him deliberately and lovingly as He did with Moses. G-d,
however, insisted that Moses write the word vayikra with
an alef, so he had no choice. But he used a small alef

Supplements for Tinnitus Additional branches in
Treatment approved by the American ENT Association | Benoni and Germiston

VEHICLES WANTED

Today, fame and recognition seem to be the keys
to success. We have our fair share of self-appointed
celebrities with millions of “followers”. Often, these are

which is almost indiscernible, reflecting his true humility.

| The alef of leadership

but they know how to market themselves.

To become world-famous in the digital age,

allyou need is confidence, chutzpah, and
...a publicist.

But thankfully, we're beginning to hear
some intelligent divergent voices.

Author Malcolm Gladwell has
much to say about the downfall of the
overconfident. His illustrations range from
upsets on the battlefield to meltdowns
in big business. According to Gladwell,
"Being humble should be a qualification,
not a disqualification, for picking a leader:

Indeed, the contemporary successful
chief executive is more likely to be
appreciated for his humility than respected
for his hubris. He or she will be more
communicative, will lead by consensus,
and will be ateam player rather than a

"

Torah Thought

controlling unilateralist.

The Torah states categorically that the
Almighty Himself declared Moses to be
"the humblest man on the face of the
earth". The commentators explain that
although Moshe was the most powerful
leader in history, who took the Israelites out
of bondage, who split the sea, and received
the tablets from G-d, still, it didn't go to his
head. Why? Because he always considered
his strengths and qualities as gifts from
G-d. Had someone else been granted
those very same talents, he reckoned,
they might have done even better. So,
Moses was simultaneously the greatest
prophetand leader of all time and also the
humblest of all men.

Greatness is no reason for arrogance.
Indeed, the truly great are truly humble.
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Bullying is a community
crisis, says chief rabbi

GILLIAN KLAWANSKY

ullying has become a crisis in our

community, whether it occurs through

exclusion, nastiness, or manipulation, in
person or online, say experts. The problem was
highlighted by a visibly emotional Chief Rabbi
Dr Warren Goldstein last week, who called for
the community to acknowledge it and find a
resolution.

“Imagine being a teenage girl in a Jewish
high school trying to find your place in that
world. You battle a bit socially as you're not
a run-of-the-mill, fit-in kind of girl. You're
bullied, not outright, but subtly with gestures

and tones and mocking words and actions.

who have indicated the growing severity and
prevalence of bullying across the community.

He spoke at an Inter Jewish Day School
Student Leadership Summit hosted at Sandton
Sinai Primary School on 12 March. With
teachers and student leaders in attendance,
Goldstein thought it an apt forum to raise
this issue, saying that the courage it takes
for bystanders to stand up against bullying
requires true leadership.

Speaking to the SA Jewish Report, the
anonymous mother, whose child has
subsequently changed schools, says she feels
it was necessary for her story to be shared. “It
seems to have opened up a can of worms, and
will hopefully reach people. I don’t know if it

' Chief Rabbi Dr Warre

| Goldstein speaking
at the Inter Jewish
Day School Student
Leadership Summit at
Sandton Sinai Primary

Time spent with others on a school project
goes well, and hope and light appears as maybe
someone will be nice at school, only for it to

be dashed by ignorance and the words, Twas
dared to be nice to you'”

Quoting this heart-wrenching social media
post written by an anonymous mother,
Goldstein said, “There’s a crisis out there
in our community, and so many children
and teenagers are in pain. I feel a sense of
responsibility as chief rabbi to talk about this
even though it’s uncomfortable and painful.”

Goldstein was spurred to action not only
because of this post and the overwhelming
response it generated, but because of multiple
reports from parents and senior social workers

will though because
the culprits are
supported by the
parents who say, ‘It
could never be my
child.”

Such a response
can hamper schools’
efforts to resolve
such incidents.
“Keeping pupils safe
is always a priority
of the school, but we
can’t do it without
the support and
partnership of
the parents who
need to work with
us whether their
children exhibit
bullying behaviour

or are the victims of
it,” says Lisa Klotz,
senior social worker
at King David High
School Linksfield.
“It becomes an
impossible situation
when parents
absolutely refuse to hear the role that their
children may be playing.”

Social worker Tova Goldstein, who says that
half of her practice is comprised of bullied
teens, also advocates a collaborative approach
to get results. “We have to work together, not
against each other, with the same goal - the
mental health and emotional development of
both sides,” she says.

Rebbetzin Wendy Hendler, the co-founder
and director of Koleinu SA, says that in some
instances, perpetrators witness bullying
at home, but it’s a multifaceted area that
cannot be attributed to one factor. Koleinu
SA provides a helpline for victims of abuse in
the South African Jewish community, and has
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recently received multiple calls around bullying
incidents.

“We need to be role models to our kids
in terms of how we treat other people, how
we treat ourselves, and how we treat those
different to us,” says Rozanne Sack, also
Koleinu SA’s co-founder and director. Hendler
says we must be clear when defining incidents
as bullying. “It’s not a one-off but rather an
ongoing pattern of repeated acts of cruelty in
whatever way they may manifest, whether it’s
through exclusion, teasing, insulting, physical
violence, and so on.”

Dealing with bullying is not about
placing blame, says child protection and
development specialist Luke Lamprecht,
the head of advocacy at Women and Men
Against Child Abuse. “It’s about asking how
we as a community of care work together to
put this child’s development back on track
because they’re lacking a set of social skills.”
The COVID-19 pandemic, he says, has made
children more unkind and less attuned to social
cues.

Lamprecht takes a restorative approach,
helping the child to take restorative steps for
themselves and the person they’ve harmed.
“All ruptures come with the opportunity to
repair,” he says. “Their behaviour is telling us
something, and our job is to listen and respond
appropriately even if it may be a painful
process.”

Sheri Hanson, a mental health co-ordinator
at Hatzolah, also highlights the impact of
COVID-19, especially regarding children’s
ability to connect with one another. She says
there has been a marked increase in calls about
exclusion, bullying, and unkindness to the
Hatzolah Connect anonymous teen chatline.
“Kids aren’t seeing each other as other humans
with feelings. There’s a need to excel and move
forward at any cost.”

She also points to the increasingly prevalent
role played by the digital realm. “Cyberbullying
and exclusion are at a level that we’ve never
seen before,” she says. “There’s no release from
it because in the past, you'd have a bad day at
school and then go home. Now you go home
and watch it continue online.”

King David High School Victory Park
counsellor Gita Lipschitz agrees. “In the
stressful times we live in, there’s a marked
increase in the number of incidents of
relational and emotional bullying, with the
vast majority playing out on the various social
media platforms.”

Yet, she says, even if an incident takes place
outside of school, there are ramifications
for students during school hours. “A team
effort between parents and schools giving
the children the same message, educating for
kindness, empathy, and caring is the most
effective way of responding to all forms of
bullying,” Lipschitz says.

When it comes to dealing with online
bullying, Klotz says, having hard evidence can
make the situation easier to deal with. “Pupils
have been educated to take screenshots and
keep voice notes of any bullying behaviour,” she
says.

In consultation with an external
professional, Yeshiva College is in the final
stages of updating its existing bullying policy
to encompass changes in the nature of bullying.
“Exclusion of children and feelings of isolation
are exacerbated by social media,” say Caryn
Horowitz and Larry Hirschowitz, psychologists
in the boys’ and girls’ high schools as well as
Caryn Falkson, a social worker in the primary
school.

This is especially true when events that
certain kids aren’t invited to are posted on
online platforms or when some are excluded
from WhatsApp groups. “Kids say things on
social media which they can never say face to
face,” they point out.

The school collaborates with parents and
children to curb bullying, and is focusing on
preventative strategies that include workshops,
guest speakers, and general school themes.

We cannot totally protect our children from
being bullied, says (social worker) Goldstein.
“What we can do is build them up, point them
in the direction of their own inner strength,
create a space for them to feel good about
themselves, and build their self-esteem and
resilience. They need to know that no matter
what, we're in their corner.”
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A modern “spick and span” end apartment. North-facing,
private, peaceful and sunny 2-bedroom unit. Bonus is 2
gorgeous modern bathrooms (main en suite) and tons of
built-in cupboards. Lovely open-plan kitchen with double
oven and breakfast bar. Spacious lounge and dining room
with aircon. 2 Parkings.

Web Ref: JRL2184

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229
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GLENHAZEL | R 999 000
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Light & inviting, north-facing 3 bed apartment in sought
after suburb. 3 Sunny bedrooms & one modern bathroom.
Neat Kitchen with double basin & granite tops. Breakfast
room is a lovely bonus. Spacious lounge and dining room
open out to balcony overlooking garden. Large pool set in
lovely complex gardens. One undercover parking.

Web Ref: JRL3217

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229
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WAVERLEY | R 2 100 000
k=3 =P

Live or invest in this popular complex, offering easy
access to the M1, major business and retail precincts and,
close to places for work and worship. Open plan dining/
lounge leading to covered patio & garden, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 parking bays, pool in complex, good visitor
parking & pet friendly. Secure complex with access control.

Web Ref: JRL4672

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

www.jawitz.co.za | Registered with the PPRA

SANDTON | R 2 950 000
k=4 & 3

Spacious beds with a walk-through dressing area and a
full ensuite bath in the main bed. Perfect for entertaining
boasting 3 open plan reception rooms & glass sliders onto
a sun filled covered patio overlooking the pool and garden.
The kitchen is well sized with granite tops & plenty of place
for appliances. Walking distance to Sandton Central Shul.

Web Ref: JRL944

e Kevin Jacobson: 084 777 8477
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Meticulous planning puts paid to EFF violence

LQIRUPDWLRQ DYDLODEOH

NICOLA MILTZ

SURWHFWLRQ &$3
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RWKHU ODZ HQIRUFHPH
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A few Economic Freedom Fighters show

their support for the Palestinian cause -

KRXU

GHSOR\PHQW ZKLFK FRVW LQ WKH UHJLRQ RI 5 b

RSSRUWXQLVWLF FULPI
O7KH VHFRQGDU\ VXSS
$IULFDQ 1DWLRQDO 'HIF
WKH ZRUN Rl WKH SROL
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH VXFK
DQG KDUERXUV KDV DO
O7KH UROH RI SULYDW
RI UHVRXUFHV DQG DV I
WKH JURXQG DOVR SOD)\
HQVXULQJ WKDW ODZ H(
KHLIKWHQHG P
ODWKH DOVR WKDQNHG
IRUXPV QHLJKERXUKRR
FRPPXQLW\ JURXSV ZKL
HQIRUFHPHQW DXWKRU!
IDWMRLQWYVY IXUWKHU
VHFWRU HVSHFLDOO\ W
&RXQFLO DQG 1DWLRQD
O7KLV ZDV D YLFWRU\
'HQIRUFHPHQW EXW IRU
SXOOHG WRJIJHWKHU DQG
LQVWLO RSWLPLVP DFUF

_ Photo: Ari Marcus

WR 5 PLOOLRQ 7KH RUJDQIP\DDMUQRQSDIDQU ARG B PDLWWFDL O/RKRIHIRIRG M @6 VIOHGWHU JRW WKLV ,W ZDV D SHD
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Hate Speech Bill a victory,
now battle for awareness

OPINION

fter more than a decade of research,
countless civil society consultations,
lobbying of government, and numerous

oral and written submissions to parliament, the
Prevention and Combating of Hate Crimes and

+DWH 6SHHFK %LOO ZDV “Qdi®i@ds, &daNow bt Be rec@diny df dthtistids, W

Assembly on Tuesday, 14 March 2023.

7KLY LPSRUWDQW PLOHYV W#u hd kc6pe drle prolslehkoitat&dtbel Q \

prejudice, bigotry, and discrimination in our country
is long overdue, and the news of the overwhelming
vote of 237 in favour of the Bill to 79 votes against
was welcomed by the majority of non-governmental
and human rights organisations across the country.
The Hate Crimes Working Group (HCWG), of

which | have the privilege of being a founding and
steering committee member representing the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD), issued a
statement congratulating the department of justice
and constitutional development on its efforts to get
the Bill adopted. The SAJBD also published its own
press release, thanking government and parliament
for their efforts on this important issue, and looking
forward to engaging further as the Bill now moves

WR WKH 1DWLRQDO &RXQFLO mtﬁ%ﬁNﬁlﬂgmr{REﬁNﬂI@NUW

discussion.

Effective hate crimes legislation is needed today
PRUH WKDQ HYHU
rising wave of Afrophobia, xenophobia, and the
violent persecution of the LGBTQI (leshian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex) community
continuing unabated, but global levels of hate
continue to soar.

,QWHUQDWLRQDOO\
criminal act committed with a bias motive”. Hate

FULPHYV DUH RIWHQ UHIHU U HlGough Bisbg-a@alted Bil 1@ Y\pawevfyl F U

actions directed at the identity of the victim.

7KH\ DUH DOVR OPHVVDJH Rlthnid v&ls whd dne B Bitheisthe Q J [

harming not only the individual they are directed at,
but serving as a threatening message to the broader
group which the victim is seen to represent.

The worsening scourge of hate-based violence
around the world has been linked to a dangerous
escalation in hateful speech - threats from faceless
social media handles online and in traditional
broadcast media, as well vitriolic political rhetoric
and propaganda in political debates and public
dialogues. Fringe worldviews once deemed
politically incorrect or socially inappropriate are
being emboldened and going mainstream. The
spread of fake news and conspiracy theories only
further serves to ferment discord and mistrust,

IHVWHULQJ IHDU RI WKH O BagdstH8UunPnths alone, we have witnessed

The Jewish community has been leading efforts
to combat hate in South Africa for many years. In

WKH DIWHUPDWK RI WKH K Ruduld, lafdRhd ikte€psiiStiirRfriedxalu L R W

2008, the SAJBD joined other civil society groups
to strategise about longer term and durable

policy solutions that would address the core of

the problem. It was during these discussions that
the HCWG was formed - a multi-sectoral network
of nongovernment organisations that works

to spearhead advocacy and reform initiatives
pertaining to hate crimes in South Africa. Since
2009, the HCWG has been doing research and
monitoring data on hate crimes across the country,
using this data in our lobbying for comprehensive
legislative measures and awareness programmes to
combat hate.

The passing of the Prevention and Combating
of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech Bill heralds a new
dawn in the ongoing struggle for human rights for
allin South Africa. The Bill not only sends a strong

LRW MXVW NG HARPSPEECI BILL-IS B NERW- W Y

D K D \ N

ALANA BARANOV

message that hate and prejudice are unacceptable
in our society, it assists the South African Police
Service and prosecutors in investigating, charging,
and prosecuting hate crimes and hate speech. The
Bill will also give courts meaningful sentencing
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thereby facilitating a deeper understanding of the

effective interventions can be devised.

The Bill has been the source of some controversy,
with certain organisations and interest groups
coming out publicly against it. Indeed, parties
such as the Democratic Alliance, African Christian
Democratic Party, and Freedom Front Plus all

YRWHG DIJDLQVW WKH %L(
last week. It's important to stress that while many
may have disagreements with certain aspects of
WKH %LOO VSHFL*“FDOO\
the Bill ultimately protects freedom of religion,
freedom of expression, and freedom of speech. Al
of these freedoms are protected by the
Constitution of South Africa.
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AND COMBATING OF HATE CRIMES

DAWN IN THE ONGOING STRUGGLE
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL
IN SOUTH AFRICA.

step in the right direction, unfortunately

disintegration of South Africa’s nation-building
project and our delicate social cohesion.
Legislative and judicial processes need to be
supported and augmented with educational and
awareness campaigns that will address the deep-
seated roots and attitudes of racism, homophobia,
and other forms of hatred. Examining our own
prejudices and beliefs about others and ensuring
that the lessons of the past - in particular how hate
that often begins with words soon deteriorates
into hurtful action - are passed on to the next
generation is crucial to ensure a free and fair
society in the future.

It's tragic that while we waited for this Bill, in

the murder of more than 30 LGBTQI people, the
emboldening of the vigilante group Operation

xenophobia across the nation. Hate harms society
and degrades us all. Everything must be done to
change not just the laws but the hearts and minds
in our country, to foster a culture that celebrates
and respects diversity and promotes inclusion, and
work towards a country where freedom, equality,
and dignity are afforded to all who live here. To
create a South Africa where hate truly has no place.

e Alana Baranov is a founding and steering
committee member of the Hate Crimes Working
Group and the Political and Social Justice Liaison
for the South African Jewish Board of Deputies.
Alana is also a steering committee member of
the World Jewish Congress’ Jewish Diplomatic
Corps and the Social Justice Liaison of the Durban
Holocaust & Genocide Centre.

\

8 | FO %JE

#FDPNF OOF PGU F
5FO $PN N BOEN FOUT

T+

' U 3HBRYLW VD Z RUT
LHORZ QHG S FKRBJ MADXWRU
DQG HGXFDRUZ KR VSHADDMHY
1O SDUHOWQ)  FKI@ P HQWO
KHDOM  \AHW P DQDIHP HQW

DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!

MONDAY 27 MARCH | 19H45

KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL LINKSFIELD AUDITORIUM

RSVP: Email marketing@kingdavid.org.za
or scan the QR code to register

Check Dry
Cleaners

The Professionals

HDIHDORRSHQ DP  SP 6XQ@D QG$SUO

&KDJ 6DBPHK

U HVDFK 6 S\HKF VIMD U F K

/DOOHLVLP 5

&QU *HRWHEA X
%UDGAHOG 'UL



6 SA JEWISH REPORT

23 — 30 March 2023

JEWish Report

The source of quality content, news and insights

Bullies and bystanders

hen something happens on your watch or
on your property, can you refuse to accept
responsibility for it because you weren't

intrinsically involved in it?

That's exactly what the University of Cape Town (UCT)

did this week, when it allowed representatives from known
terrorist organisations to sprout hatred, albeit online, on its
campus.

The organisations, Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad,
are both listed as terrorist organisations by Australia, Canada,
the European Union, Israel, Japan, the United Kingdom, and
the United States.

Both are clear in their determination to destroy the Jewish state and its people. In fact, when
hundreds of rockets are launched from Gaza into Israel, it's invariably one of these two organisations
behind the attacks. Their intention: to kill as many Jews as possible.

However, at the university where so many members of our community got their degrees and have
sent their children, this was disregarded because it was simply not an official UCT event.

Perhaps we might understand it slightly if the South African Union of Jewish Students and the
Cape Jewish Board of Deputies hadn't made urgent calls to the university - including the acting vice-
chancellor - to stop this hateful event before it happened. So, the university cannot claim it didn't know
about it.

Surely, the university is aware of the dangers this poses to Jewish students? Wouldn't this make it a
little more sensitive about holding such an event, at which there were but a handful of people?

Was it really worth it for the university? Is this what freedom of expression is about - allowing
terrorists to spread hatred on campus?

It's Israeli Apartheid Week, and every year, we expect an anti-Israel hate fest. We expect students
to voice their support for the Palestinian cause. That's their right, as it's the right of Jewish and other
people to counter it.

It's not okay, however, to bring representatives of terrorist organisations to speak on campus. Yes,
| know it was online, but what difference does that make? They are live, visible, and spewing hatred.
Whether they do it in the flesh or via a camera, it's just as unacceptable.

I hope the university rethinks its decision, and ensures that this never happens again. We don't need
to put a match to the kindling on UCT campus, and we do need to do everything in our power to protect
all our students.

We won't be bullied into keeping quiet when the situation is so utterly unacceptable.

Bullying isn't just a political problem, it's a daily activity harming our children. So much so, that the
chief rabbi has taken up the cudgels to help stop it.

Though some children are fortunate to go through life without being bullied, there are so many
whose lives can be tainted or even destroyed by bullies.

In my youth, bullies called you names at school or beat you up on the school playground. Perhaps
they would follow you home and harass you outside of the school grounds so it wasn't so public.

The point is: bullying was visible. And at some point, the school, teachers, or parents witnessed it
and could potentially act on it - whether they did or didn't do so.

But today, bullying is practically invisible. You may see the signs of it only in the impact it has on a
bullied child's personality and the way they behave.

For the most part, it happens on social media and on devices. It's not a physical thing, but emotional
and psychological torture.

Sharpeville and Sobukwe:
the day the world turned

OPINION

ere's good reason why South Africa's Human Rights
I Day is also the world's International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. At Sharpeville
on Monday, 21 March 1960, the police killed 69 people
protesting against pass laws. The massacre transformed South
Africa, and overnight, created international hostility against
apartheid.

On that day, Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe, the president of
the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) called for black people to
leave their passes at home and go to the nearest police station
and demand to be arrested. Not carrying the dompas was a
crime and meant instant arrest.

| went to see him at 05:30 that morning at his home
in Mofolo in Soweto. Not only was | a reporter on the then
Rand Daily Mail, but we were already close friends. We had
liked each other the moment we met. As my wife, Anne, later
described him, "Atall, elegant man with such life and kindness
shining in his face." He had a natural charisma, and with his
fierce commitment to freedom, was a powerful speaker at
meetings.

He had proved his leadership capabilities in heading
the student representative council while doing a Bachelor
of Arts at Fort Hare University. His speeches urging African
nationalism had become legendary.

He was the obvious choice to lead the PAC. The movement
was less than a year old, after a breakaway from the African
National Congress (ANC). The Africanists, noted for belief in
the continent's unity, had accused the ANC of failing to carry
outits policy of non-collaboration with the oppressor adopted
in 1949.

The PAC was ignored by whites. It was seen as anti-white,
aview fostered by ignorant white newspaper commentators
(although, to be correct, some members were that). Sobukwe
was a nonracist to his core. He said, “There's only one race to
which we all belong, and that's the human race.”

Sobukwe had told me about his intention to launch a mass
campaign against the passes. We had also talked about his
personal struggle: he enjoyed unusually high status and
income because he was a “language assistant” teaching Zulu
atthe University of the Witwatersrand.

But he faced a hard critical decision: Rhodes University
had just offered him a full lectureship. For black people, it
was ground breaking, and would provide him with a sedate
and stable academic life. He agonised, then accepted that his
role was to serve his people, whatever the cost. He said no to
Rhodes and resigned from Wits.

BENJAMIN POGRUND

surrounding the police station. Contradicting what the police
later claimed about the crowd being threatening, | had no
trouble. | sat on the pavement and when people learnt | was
from the Rand Daily Mail, they were eager to tell me about
their suffering from the pass laws which controlled every
aspect of their lives, and their hardship because of poverty-
level wages.

After a while, | drove around the crowd and, suddenly,
the crackling gunfire. We saw bodies covering the ground. A
minute or two later, we were surrounded by a crowd which
had become a mob: they battered the car with rocks and sticks.
I managed to break through, bumped over the veld until |
found a tarred road, and got back to Johannesburg. | was
lucky, with only a bloodied ear. The car was a write-off.

That was the Sharpeville massacre. Inmediately afterwards,
Sobuwke and his men - no women took part - were arrested.
It proved to be his last day of freedom until his death 18 years
later.

Bold and brave as was Sobukwe's “positive action" against
passes, he had seriously over-estimated popular support. The
PAC was new, and there was also mass intimidation in the
police and employer threats.

Sharpeville was one of the few places where large numbers
responded to Sobukwe. Another was Cape Town. But
intense anger spread. On Friday, the frightened government
suspended pass-law arrests. Never before had black protest
led to such a government retreat.

The ANC stepped in. Its leaders publicly burned their
passes, and called for a nationwide strike (which was illegal
for black people and thus called a “stay-at-home"). South
Africa was on fire. The government rushed laws through
parliament banning the PAC and ANC, and then declared a
State of Emergency. During the next eight months, 1600
people of all colours were detained without trial for past and
current political activity; 18 000 black people were detained
as "vagrants”; and many landed up as abused labourers on
farms.

Sharpeville proved to be a dramatic tuming point for
South Africa. There was the tragic loss of life. And the black
resistance which followed was met by ever-harsher repression.
The Afrikaner Nationalist government went down the road to
authoritarianism: the all-powerful Bureau for State Security;
unbridled army power; assassinations; and the cruel 1980s
and early 1990s, until democracy was finally achieved in
1994.

Sharpeville also changed the world outside. The massacre

And though other children or teens are aware of it, they may not do anything to stop it
out of fear of the bullies turning on them. Either that, or they carry the shame of not having
stopped the bullying for so long, they just let it be. Others have witnessed the bullying for
so long, they don't realise how damaging it s.

It takes so little for someone to be selected for bullying. A kid accidentally breaks wind
in front of others and becomes known as the smelly child and harassed and bullied
indefinitely. If you had to ask the children who bully him why they block their noses when
he walks by or spray deodorant at him when he passes, they probably won't be able to
remember. But the child carries the stigma of body odour. It can leave a lifetime of scars.

Many children don't fit the traditional mould. They can be quirky, have leaming issues,
and not always say the right thing. And they get excluded from parties, arrangements
on weekends, WhatsApp groups, and fun at school. They may be taunted or, worse, just
ignored.

These children are likely to grow up thinking that there's something wrong with them,
carrying a shame that's unwarranted.

The point is, it has to stop.

Just recently in our community, we know of two teenagers who took their lives, and we
have been led to believe that it was because they could no longer deal with the bullying they endured.

Children leave schools to get away from bullies.

The schools themselves are often held responsible by the parents, but the bullying isn't generally
visible to teachers. And those bullied often don't seek help from the powers that be at the schools
because they feel such shame.

The solution starts from home, and with all of us. We must accept responsibility for our children who
bully - if they do - and we need to teach our children that no form of bullying is acceptable.

We live in a country where bullying is almost a norm, and we're the only ones who can change this.

We have experts who can help, but we need to teach our children how to curb and stop bullying
when they see others being subjected to it.

I recall a story told to me by a fabulous man who was in my year at school. He had been seriously
bullied. He sought out a very popular older boy, who was kind, and asked him for help. The older kid
warned the bullies - in no uncertain terms - to leave his friend alone and threatened them that they
might regret it if they did it again. It worked.

There are ways of curbing bullying, but it isn‘t easy when you're facing it. Because of this, it's
important to seek help, even if it is from an older child.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

Robert Sobukwe and Benjamin Pogrund in 1969

In calling on people to get arrested, he again proved his
leadership by announcing that he would go first. That's why
| was with him that Monday morning, and followed him and
a dozen other PAC members, walking the 4.5km to Orlando
Police Station. About 200 other PAC members were also there.
The officer in charge told them to wait outside the wire-mesh
fence.

In mid-morning, word came that the police had shot
and killed people at Bophelong, an hour's drive away. |
told Sobukwe. He was deeply upset. He had called for non-
violence, and had urged this on the police.

At Bophelong, an air force Harvard propellor plane was
flying low, close to telephone poles. People were at first
frightened but then angrily shook their fists as it roared
overhead. Policemen were there with Saracen armoured cars,
which had recently come into use. | heard they were going to
atownship called Sharpeville, near Vereeniging. | had never
heard of it.

I followed them, with a photographer, Jan Hoek. The police
ordered us to leave the township, but we stayed and | drove
inside the crowd of about 5 000 - the police said 20 000 -

was headline news, and South Africa became
afocus of interest and abhorrence. Anti-
apartheid movements sprung up. Protests

and demonstrations became commonplace.
Countries became hostile. The United Nations
passed resolutions to impose sanctions on South
Africa.

In 1966, the United Nations General Assembly
declared that 21 March be observed every year as
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination. For South Africans, it's Human
Rights Day to remember those who died to fight
for democracy and equal human rights.

Sharpeville was also the start of Sobukwe's
travails. After the massacre, he was charged with
incitement and served three years in jail. As
his sentence was ending, parliament enacted
a special law called the "Sobukwe Clause”. He was putinto
virtual solitary confinement on Robben Island. They feared
him that much. He was released after six years because of ill
health. But it was into another confinement: banishment and
house arrest. Nothing he said could be reported.

He died from lung cancer nine years later, in February
1978, aged 54.The restrictions on his movements delayed a
medical diagnosis; otherwise he might have lived longer.

We had grown closer. | was allowed to visit him a few times
in Pretoria Central Prison and on Robben Island. | visited him
in Kimberley, always alone with him so as not to transgress
his bannings. He studied and became a successful attorney,
known as the "social-welfare lawyer" because he charged the
poor such low fees.

| always thought of him in words from Chaucer's Canterbury
Tales: "A parfit gentil knight" He was denied the national credit
he deserves, and has been largely whitewashed out of history.
® Benjamin Pogrund was deputy editor of the Rand Daily

Mail. He now lives in Jerusalem. His books include: "Robert

Sobukwe: How Can Man Die Better” and "Drawing fire:

Investigating the Accusations of Apartheid in Israel”
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Silber lauds SAJeW|sh shutterbugs

STEVEN GRUZD

“The best thing about
Roodepoort in the West Rand
where | grew up was the train

station to Johannesburg,” joked

DEVELOPM ENT journa!ist G.us Silber. His father

was a librarian who catalogued

IN SOUTH their books at home according

to the Dewey Decimal System.
N ETANYA As a young boy, Silber found
reading was a way to escape

the small-town blues. When

he picked up a book called

The Family of Man, he was
entranced by its black-and-white

Africa. He has become famous for

his Drowning World series, where he
SKRWRJUDSKYV tRR
in the water as if for formal portraits,
giving his subjects dignity. "They are
pictures of resilience, survival, and
hope in a world devastated by climate
change,” Silber said.

Silber also highlighted the

work of Marc Shoul, who grew up

in Brakpan on Johannesburg's

East Rand. Through his Landsman
series, he takes expressive photos

of the Orthodox Jewish community.
His website says, “The pictures

he is taking are in part a study of

photographs from 37 countries Gu‘s Silber . S g acceptance and exclusion. While
on six continents. His lifelong some carry greater resonance, they
fascination with photography began. inherited that eye for sizing up people,” Silber do not engage directly with political complexities
Silber gave a talk titled “People who shoot people:  said. Goldblatt was a Boerejood, a Jew who grew or current affairs. There is something of the
on the frontline of history with South African Jewish up speaking Afrikaans. His subject was people, claustrophobia and compassion of the family in
photographers” at WeWork in Rosebank on 16 March.  especially Afrikaners and black South Africans WKH VHULHVY RI D WHQVLH
He was speaking at Taste of Limmud. from his hometown of Randfontein. His evocative rebellion; of bewilderment and pleasure at its
"Photographs take us into other people’s lives photographs capture the essence of his subjects,and  strictures. This is the domain of the personal: of
and worlds from far away,” Silber said. "Good he documented what life was like. exceptionally ordinary spaces, and clothing, and
photographers capture the soul. Theirimages linger *ROGEODWW LQtXHQFHG DnBolfidtQave Rdpdd Gto RO @ sheitels
for years." photographers in the generation that came after him.  [wigs worn by married women] and kosher stickers
Silber offered some thoughts on why there are so One was Paul Weinberg, who took graphic pictures and Jerusalem souvenirs. Despite the domestic
many famous Jewish photographers, in South Africa during the State of Emergency in South Africa in the prosaicness, there is a nod to the incongruousness
and around the world. "Part of it is they feel they have ~ 1980s. Silber remarked how Weinberg saw his work inherent in practicing what are in essence ancient
a duty to bear witness, to see that future generations DV D ZD\ WR “JKW LJQRUD Q iriHdlsDigdtGerOiQd ivhipdrap auh ADiR.Q H
aren'tallowed to forget," Silber said. There was also about apartheid and its depravities. Although cellphones have democratised
a tradition of photography in Europe, from where Another photographer Silber discussed was Anne photography, and millions of pictures are taken
many Jews emigrated, for example in taking family Fischer. She was a German-Jewish emigrant in Cape every day, it's quite rare that one of these makes
Introducing Yamim Hatzira, portraits. Photography was a way to make a livingin ~ Town, having left Nazi Germany in 1937. She was us say, "Wow!" Silber said that while all of us carry
a brand new neighbourhood their new countries. Several had social and political a documentary photographer who had a studio a powerful camera in our smartphones, it's the
being developed near leanings (usually on the left). for wedding photographs but was drawn to the photographer's eye that separates the professional
Ir Yamim in Netanya. One of South Africa’s most famous humanist WRZQVKLSYV WR UHFRUG D Qi@muhbiandtEuvMt'Ohie ey sh sbsdribs-bnd
Developed by the Yuvalim Group. photographers was David Goldblatt. “His father, Gideon Mendel is a South African-born reflects society, her empathy with her subjects that
~ this residential project will Eli, was a tailor. He had a way of summing up photographer now living in London. He took iconic allows her to take the perfect shot. And many of
'nduflf gﬁd?r?g\;vs "Vevist'ﬁear;]t'sr'rg;'ts n his customers before they spoke, and David photographs of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in South the very best have been and are Jewish.

of apartments of various sizes to
choose from.

cmseaveanenaszo2e. || BAFKING UP the right tree — ChatGPT hits the mark

STEVEN GRUZD He also said it was difficult to keep users safe. Troubled teens might seek
rrom NIS 2,350,000 ways to self-harm, for example. It will also have an effect on jobs, and may
20% SECURES THE DEAL H as the robot Armageddon commenced? ChatGPT took only five increase fake news and phishing attacks.

R 10 minwalk to Poleg beach and days to gain its first million users after its launch on 30 November Anew version, GPT-4, was released on 14 March 2023. Compared to the
*==Ir Yamim promenade 2022, and just two months to get 100 million users. This is the earlier version, which could write a United States-based law exam and rank
5 min walk £0 Ir Yamim mall and fastest uptake of any technology that the world has ever experienced, in the bottom 10%, the new version aces the exam in the top 10%. It can
B cporting facilties said Professor Benjamin Rosman. Give ChatGPT written instructions, and also interpret handwritten text on the back of a serviette.
it delivers, at lightning speed, everything from silly poems to speeches Rosman said ChatGPT is most useful as a writing assistant, a little like
Easy access to major traffic routes, such as o a8 q ] A q . . .
2  the Coastal Road, Highway 4, and Route 531 and mini-biographies. It can translate accurately, write tweets, and solve the annoying, animated paperclip that used to pop up on earlier versions
arithmetical problems. of Microsoft Word. Given the right prompts, it can write reference letters,
=z 10 min walk to Young Israel and Rosman was speaking at Taste of Limmud in Rosebank, an event designed  code and find bugs in code, and generate poetry. It can simplify concepts,
@ new Chabad Shul complex . . . . . onaq .
as an appetiser to the main Limmud gathering to be held in August 2023. or make them more complex. It can criticise arguments and find flaws
ChatGPT defines itself in them. It can even
YAMIM a - i
HATZIRA as "a large language | e N Professor Benjamin Rosman analyse data in graphs.

IR YAMIM model developed by
OpenAl". When [ asked
it what it was, it wrote, "I
have been trained on a
massive amount of text
data and can generate
human-like responses to
a wide range of prompts
and questions. My
purpose is to assist users
in generating human-like
text and help them find
information on various -
topics.” The GPT bit stands [
1 for "generative pretrained
HOLD REAL ESTATE transformer

T It was trained on
570 gigabytes of text,"
Rosman said. “That's a lot.
The big idea is this: it has

It could be helpful in
teaching, researching,
and writing, in a myriad
of professions.
"Artificial intelligence
will keep challenging
what it means to
be intelligent, or
conscious,” Rosman
said. "ChatGPT offers
countless opportunities
to improve our lives.
It's not to be feared.
There have been ways
for students to pay
other people to do their
assignments over the
internet for a while. We
have to reassess how we
learn and teach - a take-

SECURING YOUR FUTURE IN ISRAEL

E&?:ﬁcéathan learned which words to pay attention to and that the context of each word home assignment has little value now."
Managing Director matters.” He demonstrated how it can tell the difference between a dog's Curious, | took ChatGPT for a test-drive. | asked it to write a sonnet
Hold Real Estate bark and a tree's bark from the context, for instance. about bananas, which was very good - it hymed and scanned just like
& julian@hold.co.il Rosman also spoke of the limitations of ChatGPT. Its answers aren't Shakespeare. | also asked it to translate Hamlet's “To be or not to be"
& +27 87 5510734 guaranteed to be factual. “This is called ‘hallucinating’ - generating soliloquy into Afrikaans and French, which it did flawlessly. But it refused
B 0072586310754 plausible sounding nonsense. It can also show cultural biases and messes to write a limerick about Jews, saying that it wouldn't promote harmful

up some maths problems. It sometimes struggles with causality and logical ~ stereotypes and prejudice. Maybe the machines aren't taking over the world
Visit our website: www.hold.co.il reasoning.” quite yet.
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TALI FEINBERG

embers of the small Jewish community in
the Eastern Cape municipal area of Nelson
Mandela Bay (which includes Ggeberha,

formerly Port Elizabeth), are among thousands who can
no longer rely on municipal running water.

sometimes ask to shower at their house. At times, they
KDYH KDG WR WDNH ZDWHU
the toilets.
Janice Lazarus has a borehole "which we use for the
pool and garden. Last year, we installed water tanks with
“OWHUV IRU DOO RXU KRXVI
was a leak in one of the pipes. Not only did we lose all the
After many years of drought and mismanagement, water from the tanks, but we also received a water bill for
most are getting by with water from tanks or boreholes v T\ i) . . ey 5 b 6R LW FRVW XV DQ D
WKDW WKH\ “OWHU RU EX\LQJ @G BB K L Criti s inGaeberha.  sWitched on the municipal water.
tough, the Jewish community is more focused on the ' B S O:H KDG VRPHRQH FRPH W
disadvantaged in the area who are suffering much more.  communities suffer the double whammy of nowaterand ZKLFK LV FRPSOHWHO\ RIl W kgtdpndeht to (Beck @herelthSekk laQcdinirg) Eob/TheU
"This is very much a crisis. Friends reliant on municipal ~ no electricity. Little or no effortis made to alleviate their ~ LQ -R-R WDQNV WKDW MV W K hl@nbt@ae thd Jolb@ndRlapdrtd idansged ioort it R

water report very low water pressure in their homes, VXIIHULQJ , KDYH WKH “Q D QtenDs@ill BepbRi€pt\n MihRndEhé\soRdRittsW OH B 2B WHUWKHQ KDG WR EX\ ZI
and many suburbs go a few days with no water at all," KR LV “JKWLQJ WR DG G U H \hife tdbi bbitiedl iatdr® ¥finlRShe SijdfofleO H  Z K Rants(R! @ Mbkhave water again.”

says one Jewish woman from Ggeberha, who asked to have these basic necessities every day?” Most Jews in the

remain anonymous for her own protection. Anumber city have electricity, with prevalent load shedding.

of community members asked not to be named as the O:H KDYH ORZ ZDWHU SUH V“N?AKKAIVAII ':/Kﬁ E

gaps between those who can access waterand thosewho ~ time," she says. "Many in the poorer communities have E

cannot widens by the day. no water for weeks. Small businesses in Gqeberha are
O:H KDYH SXW LQ D ODUJH bzibrgwhtiestheskdiV HP ZL WK W K U H H BOARRROOMS
to store and purify our own borehole water,” she says. Load shedding worsens the situation because it

"The UV-treated water then goes into the house. As long means the little water that is available cannot be pumped AUDITORIUMS
DV WKHUHMV XQGHUJURXQG {ZBriddspdds ofZhkkity R Qtvi\déwishimorneh D S U@Eﬁéﬁ’
Our dysfunctional municipality could have acted years VSHDNLQJ DQRQ\PRXVO\ VDO\ 3% OLYHV LQ D FRPSOH]

ago, when the drought began, to alleviate the water that has gone off the grid with a borehole and tanks
shortage. connected to pipes. * Refreshments included.
“The municipality has said that the quality of the o Wi-Fi
Who is fighting to address the municipal water is suspect. So some are adding « Backup Generator
needs of people who don’t chemicals to the water they draw from boreholes,” she

VD\V O7KHUH DUH SHRSOH|LQPRPUFHPEXQLW\ ZKR FDQMW
" DIIRUG WR JR RIl WKH JULG RUrRiti@ed\ ZDWHU DQG WKHUHMV
every day? D JUHDW GHDO RI XQFHUW D LQ3MroDs@GEnDRElEME ,MYH OLYHG LQ
Gaeberha for many years and when | arfived, it was a » Other refreshments and lunch can be arranged on request (for
"Certain areas of Ggeberha get water from the YLEUDQW ODUJH -HZLVK FRPPXQLW\ 7RGD\ LWMV YHU\ VPDOO
. . B own account) Weekly cleaning of offices is included.

Nooitgedacht treatment scheme, which pumps water and people are despondent:

from the Gariep Dam. They will always have water," she "My suburb had no water the whole of yesterday," says

VD\V O:H JHW PL[HG PHVYV D JliheRatussed RefeuihiteThipsday) & WakclS' B dpld '\/\FEATURES:

the one hand, it says Ggeberha will never truly run dry, KDYH WR SODQ DKHDG :H KDUYHVW UDLQ ZDWHU IURP WDQNV Dg

RQ WKH RWKHU ZHMUH XU J Ho@holdhRterX VH ZDWHU VS DUL Q JO Office Spaxeavailable for short or long

have these basic necessities

dams are empty. In theory, the Nooitgedacht water can O:H DUH FRQFHUQHG IRU WHemmrenigRULW\ Rl SHRSOH ZKR
be funnelled into reservoirs all over Ggeberha to avoid GRQMW KDYH WKHVH H[WUD 'Flal EQhivMddbHiRs VDV SDFXVVHQ
certain suburbs running dry. SDUW RI D VPDOO 8QLRQ R ZyLVK ‘RPHQ EUDQFK LQ W
O2EYLRXVO\ ZHMUH YHU\ Gitxiing b hapRheE HcaD'Fe@lbhawtebupDibier ) GUrRtucnished Offices
water system,” she says. "My cleaning lady in New WR ZDVK $ ZHOFRPH LGHD |LV;RiLERWRULVW
Brighton township had no water at all fora whole bottles of water and hand them over to those in need at
weekend, reliant only on rain water from a tank | had WUDI“F OLJKWV P 247 security
installed for her." Michelle Brown says that she and her husband drink
She emphasises that “the majority of Jews in ERWWOHG ZDWHU O:HMUH PDQDJLQJ EHFD
Ggeberha are elderly, and on tight budgets. They will had no water for three days last week and used water we ;
FHUWDLQO\ VXIIHU LI WKH WOBY $XW GVYLGHGRQ KV N EHH
the future holds. Fields of taps have been built all over [water-storage] tank, but there are many who cannot buy

*THEHUKD +RZ RQH JRHV WHKEfUH WR “O0 XS D GUXP DQG
OLIW LW LQWR D FDU , GRQM®BKN QRZH V G\RW MG DHY MER N

are functional. | have yet to see anyone using them.” brought up our children, where we work. Sometimes you
Another community member, who also asked not have to make a plan, and our mayor has called on all of
WR EH QDPHG OLYHV LQ D RfRG@tsf" WKDW KDV VXQN LV

borehole. The water is potable [drinkable], but not The water situation is "100% a crisis, but we have to

connected to the mains, “so we have to go with buckets PDQDJH LW P VKH VD\V O:H

to the collection point, or to the water tankers suppliedby UHGXFH RXU GDLO\ ZDWHU

the municipality” battle for the sake of our city and every citizen. If you visit
But she emphasises that "this is easier than for us, please be aware of the water crisis.”

those living in the township areas, where the poorer 3K\OOLV 3ULFH OLYHV LQ O

‘ michele@beyachad.co.za ‘ 011 645 25001072 418 7726

pf)
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Jewish Literary Festival discusses Te World and all

MOIRA SCHNEIDER sy  Jewish L|terary Festival at the Gardens
. | Community Centre in Cape Town

ere was a pervasive air of excitement as more than
I 600 literary enthusiasts attended the Jewish Literary
Festival at the Gardens Community Centre in Cape
Town on Human Rights Day on Tuesday, 21 March. This
sold-out event, the fourth of its kind, was the first to be
held in person since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The stellar line-up of authors included keynote speaker,
renowned British historian Simon Sebag Montefiore, who
discussed his latest book, The World. Other international authors
in attendance were Denis Hirson, historical fiction writer Louisa
Treger, and apartheid activist John Schlapobersky.

Together with local literary luminaries, amongst others, Gail
Schimmel, Kate Sidley, Jonathan Ancer, Steven Boykie Sidley,
Nechama Brodie, Joanne Jowell, Patricia Schonstein, and Antony F'
Altbeker, they participated in panels covering a wide spectrum of ~ ©

genres ranging from business, politics, and history to narrative,
identity, heroes, and villains. Rachel Ancer Pieter-Dirk Uys

SA can be saved with ‘compromise and creativity’

L4

MOIRA SCHNEIDER body. “Mandela wouldn't have allowed it," he said. disintegration. A lot of creative thought, energy, and combine with the likes of us in a constructive way,"
Leon agreed that there was a "huge vacuum at leadership can get us out of this trap." he said.
"There are opportunities in all the doom and gloom,”  the heart of South Africa’s polity". Referring to the Referring to former President Thabo Mbeki's For his part, Leon noted that there were 7.4 million
Tony Leon, former Member of Parliament and founder  government's stance on the Russia-Ukraine war, he warning of an Arab Spring, Coleman said, "We're in taxpayers in the country, of whom 1.4 million paid
of the Democratic Alliance, told the Jewish Literary said it was increasingly on the wrong side of the it - a slow-burning version of what you see in North 71% of all taxes. About 20 million receive social
Festival, held at the Gardens Community Centre on divide. Africa.” grants.
Human Rights Day, 21 March. With gross domestic product growth at 0.3% this The country needs to create 3% to 6% economic "We have one of the smallest tax bases in the world
Leon was in discussion with political adviser and year according to the Reserve Bank, load sheddingis ~ growth somewhere in the next 10 years. To do that supporting one of the largest welfare states in the
business leader Colin Coleman on the topic "SA: costing the country R899 million a day. UHTXLUHY DERXW “YH PLO OuoiRiQhatd qRtfohangeH VDL G
What Next?" Referring to examples of leaders who had made a "We need to stimulate the economy - put money in Questioner Professor Anton Harber asked whether
“Can Mandela's dream of a free and democratic difference, Leon mentioned David Ben Gurion, Israel's  the hands of the poor so they can start shopping, give  the DA leadership was capable of constituting the
South Africa be saved?" Coleman asked. "We're in “UVW SULPH PLQLVWHU ,Q [offedfeihediskoBtawbusimaseds.V SO LW , \ebk®prbsed by the speakers. "It's an evolution,”
an economic growth trap, with rising inequality and society in two, he had taken the decision to accept O:H DEVROXWHO\ KDYH W RaitlLebik; iefesringab D@dr MesideadM W R Rlerk®
extreme levels of unemployment.” reparations from West Germany. red tape for small and medium-sized enterprises. It's ~political about-turn. "Leaders can rise to the moment."
Infrastructure is collapsing, with load shedding a "He realised Israel needed help wherever it could time for us to rethink black economic empowerment. Coleman, on the other hand, didn't believe the
feature. And then there's the rise of organised crime “QG LW P "It was bastardised by big capital selling stakes DA was going to reinvent itself alone, with "the
accompanied by failing policing networks. Similarly, Nelson Mandela had entered into [which] enriched a few people but did nothing forthe  leadership showing no sense of taking advantage of
All three problems are interdependent, he said. negotiations with the South African government masses. We have to rethink the relationship between  this massive opportunity of the failure of the ANC".
O+RZ GR \RX “[ (VNRP LI W KuithhbinndatdfioniEtie Mri@nNetionat Rrigress  employers and employees,” Leon said, referring to “The DA needs to stay in business. It does a great
GR \RX “I FRUUXSWHG SROLENG). VWUXFWXUHV" ,I \RX G R @daVinwdalignment" between the rewards for the two MRE RI JRYHUQLQJ KHUH
“l FRUUXSWLRQ \RX ZRQMW Yobtifritd WaRiQ RaBitaFCatdh 2 REIMIOK.  , | groups. entity with which the DA, | hope, will collaborate,
unarrested, we will see a Nigeria. That's the way South  There could be no reform without splitting the ANC, “Would it be so terrible to put workers on boards should or could be formed" to win over the dissenting
Africa is headed unless we have a political rupture,’ \HW 3UHVLGHQW &\ULO 5D P pf$oloRnefl" keBsi@d. VW DWHG W K D WANKvt®t bdselaucyet beyond the present 34%
Coleman said. priority was the unity of the party. O, GRQMW KDYH FRQ“GHQFHRWKIDQH @& KR SR KDW LWRIQH |
African nationalism is administered with largely "We cannot possibly save South Africa with the to rethink its social democratic policies so that it can Freedom Fighters.
right-wing economic policies and an absence of skills  ANC. It's the biggest threat to South Africa’s political
to admini.ster it. ”The opposition feems to thin.k it and economic pr.ospe.cts," Leon said. ’ UCT denies responsibility for terrorist talk on campus
operates in the United Kingdom,” Coleman said. The Democratic Alliance (DA) hadn't been able >>Continued from page 1
"We have a social democratic, non-racial vacuum to extend its control outside the Western Cape,
in the centre,” he said. "The suggesting that it had reached its ceiling of support. SAJBD Chairperson Adrienne Jacobson. "We recognise that the UCT decision was made under considerable

As with his founding of the DA in 2000 time pressure on account of the brazen failure of the hosting organisation to give the mandatory seven-day
by uniting opposition forces, Leon VSHDNHU LGHQWLW\ QRWL“FDWLRQ

advocated the building of a “The PSF consciously chose to sow disharmony and hate with its choice of speakers. At the same time, we're
new coalition or entity to disappointed that the university authorities chose not to heed our concerns but rather allow this to go ahead.”

Mandela spirit requires
us to occupy it."

Referring to the
recent Cabinet

UHVKXItH &F_ draw support from the Jacobson said, “[PlJ representative] Sharif is on record as having not only incited violence against Israel but of
noted that there were ANC. maligning Jews in the most egregious and racist terms. Iran is a country associated with terrorism and human
now no Indians and Colin Coleman "But it has to be done rights abuses, actively calls for the violent destruction of Israel, and propagates hatred against all Jews.

in the next 13 months, O7KH 6%$-%' “QGV LW EHZLOGHULQJ WKDW 8&7 KDV VR
otherwise we'll “UP FRPPLWPHQW LV PDGH WR LEXLOG DQ HTXLWDEOH
continue on "Students look to UCT to provide platforms for engagement in meaningful, respectful discussions, free of

the pathof | discrimination, persecution, or hate. SAUJS and PSF had agreed to rules of engagement, which UCT neglected to
enforce and allowed the PSF to breach.

South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) spokesperson Rolene Marks says, “Our universities shouldn't be hostile
environments which encourage the dissemination of propaganda from extremist organisations. Places of leaming
in South Africa must be clear on the dangers of incitement and hosting speakers who call for the discrimination,
annihilation, and destruction of Jewish people.

"The SAZF condemns the PSF for encouraging the discriminatory, racist, and extremist political ideologies of

+DPDV DQG WKH RSSUHVVLYH UHJLPH RI ,UDQ RQ 6RX
this behaviour."

In UCT's response to the SA Jewish Report, the university stated, "UCT management is not involved in the
speakers' invitation process for events hosted by staff and/or student structures who are autonomous in this
context, nor does management necessarily align with any views held or expressed by any invited speaker.”

LS EIERATAD: Crr e Y
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When the political becomes personal

MOIRA SCHNEIDER

ormer apartheid activist John Schlapobersky
Fused the Jewish Literary Festival to pay tribute

to his childhood doctor, Dr Alec Folb, who was
in Vereeniging on Human Rights Day.

"He was on casualty duty in the hospital in
Vanderbijlpark on 21 March 1960, when the
Sharpeville massacre took place,” said Schlapobersky.
"He went there immediately, and his account of the
casualties as they came in with bullet wounds in the

EDFNV RI ZRPHQ DQG FKLO
suffered atrocities at the hands of the police who said
that they [the police] were protecting themselves. He
got that material into the press, and he saw that the
truth was told."

Schlapobersky, much like authors Denis Hirson
and David Dison, maintained that his political
consciousness had shaped his life and books he has
written.

In discussion with Judge Dennis Davis at the
festival, they addressed the personal in the political.

Hirson, who now lives in Paris, left South Africa
in 1973 at the age of 22. His family had been given
three days to pack up their home in Johannesburg
following the release from prison of his father,
Baruch Hirson, who had served a nine-year sentence
for sabotage.

The title of his book, My Thirty-Minute Bar Mitzvah,
refers to his 13th birthday, when Baruch was allowed
to spend 30 minutes with his son in the back of a
prison department car at The Fort in Johannesburg.

BHDWHG LQ IURQW ZHUH W ZwRtchBdyol iRy @keRolt'F H U V

Davis asked Hirson why he wrote this book so
many years later. "I don't know if | could have written
it while my father was alive, it's so charged with
emotion,” he said.

Denis Hirson and Judge Dennis Davis

TRC[Truth and Reconciliation Commission] scratched
the surface.

"I don't believe that South Africa has come to terms
with its past. It's unfortunate because this ANC [African
National Congress] government has become so
negligent, that people say, 'Well, now you can blame
apartheid.

"But actually the process that [TRC Commissioners
the late Archbishop Emeritus Desmond] Tutu and
[Alex] Boraine were engaged in could still be
going on today. It should have become an ongoing
investigation just so that the country could never go
back to this kind of situation again.

"And here we are, slipping slowly back into it."

“HOG RI WUDXPD 'DYLV DVN
taken 50 years for him to write the book.

“| wrote the book when | could,” was his reply. “I had
to wait until | was strong enough to write my own story.
| was a 21-year-old lifted out of my life and subjected
to a level of degradation that deprived me of almost
everything except for the determination to survive and
tell my story."

After his arrest, he was taken to Pretoria, where he
was interrogated for a week without sleep and had to
stand on a brick for much of the time. He remembers
being asked by then police captain, Johann Coetzee,
if he recognised his assistant, who it transpired was a
police spy.

“| was sitting next to you at university in your class
when you were arrested,” the man said. “We were in
Comparative African Government and Law together, and

The chief interrogator of the security police, "Rooi
5XVP 6ZDQHSRHO ZKR JDY
children of Soweto in 1976) arranged for Schlapobersky
to see a DrVenter who took blood and pronounced
that there was "niks

o
I ha

to wait until I was strong
enough to write my own s’ro‘y

verkeerd met hom - ry
hom geweld".(There's
nothing wrong with

him - ride him as hard

Trauma continues for at least three generations, he

VDLG O2QH RI WKH NH\ “JXU HAdbctdr, Ghlapoketdy BriiRIBdr ubdwaPso G D

who, during preparation for her secular Batmitzvah,
chose the story of Abraham and Isaac, and showed at
just before the age of 12, that she understood deeply
what had happened to me and my trauma when my
father was arrested just before | was 13"
Nevertheless, Hirson said he didn't believe that his

IDWKHU VHW RXW WR VD F U Ltfabitd’, Hsdn shidFHE rec@lle@ duvid gQ tru@ cibs€ 1ol U

and choice, and | don't believe for one minute that it was
directed at me."

In 1969, while a student at the University of the
Witwatersrand, anti-apartheid activist Schlapobersky was
DUUHVWHG DQG GHWDLQHG
and eventually deported. His book, When They Came for
Me: The Hidden Diary of an Apartheid Prisoner, details
his struggle for survival.

He now works as a psychotherapist in London in the

asyou can.)
"That's a doctor
speaking,” Schlapobersky commented to the audience.

different to Folb, whom he said, "wasn't a liberal man
and was very critical of me, but was a committed man of
medicine.’

Dison's book, The Good Nigerian, while not
VSHFL“FDOO\ SROLWLFDO K
trauma and South Africa is a place where you suffer

STARRING

Namibia at the age of 17, and "hoping not to be blown
up byalandmine”.
Dison writes about the nature of violence inherent
in Joburg society, "but | feel it's important to show that
Lin@erméaih, Enbra/imredib FHR@IMQ HP HQ W
Once a distinguished human rights lawyer,
said he didn't believe we understand the trauma
apartheid caused. "We tend in this country to
compromise and smooth over, deliberate, and the
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Ruth First's legacy 11ves on in Jeppe Girls

HEATHER DJUNGA
ewish anti-apartheid activist Ruth First may have been killed by
J aletter bomb sent by South Africa’s security police back in 1982,
but 40 years later, her legacy lives on in scholars at Jeppe High
School for Girls.
This year, there are 65 Ruth First scholars at the school, and there are

Trust scholarship programme, run by Jeppe High School for Girls.
First, an alumnus of the school, embodies the bravery and dignity
WKH SURJUDPPH HQFRXUDJHV LQ

$V 6RXWK $IULFD FRPPHPRUDWH
ULIJIKWV ZHUH GLVUHJDUGHG DV SR

apartheid protest march, killing 69, the programme celebrates First's
legacy.

JROORZLQJ WKH 6KDUSHYLOOH 0D

State of Emergency and detained many prominent anti-apartheid
DFWLYLVWYV )LUVW ZDV IRUFHG W
She retumed to Johannesburg six months later to become editor of

New Age, however political persecution was on the increase.
Soon afterwards, in 1963, First was arrested for her anti-apartheid

"She grew up in a strongly anti-racist home.
When she went to do a course on sociology at
Wits, she began to work closely with Nelson
ODQGHOD ,VPDLO OHHU
.| struggle for national liberation of the oppressed
black majority," said Sachs.
He spoke about how after being detained in
OWR®IUW D O \WEIRIQQ td IRilQ W
family members, or being taken to court, First
had gone into exile with her three daughters,

E\ D FRPPDQGR UDLG LQ
the beautiful songs that were sung at her burial, and
the roses that were thrown into the grave as her body
wdd 16N EBed FRAM, b6 hbiluhoteF Ty, kori¥d| v Vie v
all wept.”

7DLW VDLG WKDW EHIRU
as the trust's name, he had approached a Jewish
authority and asked him what he thought of the
school using First as the focal point of the scholarship.
"It was well-received," he said. “Ruth First is a feather
Shawn, Jillian, and Robyn. "In England, she in the cap of the South African Jewish community and
wrote a number of books for the Penguin African ~ the community at large."
HILEO MWODWIXSSRUWLQJ W K Fit,Bilb-hFdfh QeRrGramihBsthobl Ry@ering

L

African continent." body hope to awaken the stories of courage, honour,
Ruth First Justtwo weeks before speaking to the and bravery, such as those of First and Sachs, in the
6@ H HQ D\fddhEskidhdhad 10ind hearts of the youth attending the school.

KLJK SUR“OH “JXUHV $PRQJ MIKPHAHD L V. QXW KWH. FRH “ & @l ELL WAdkrols Knaibedhards a Ruth Bitet ¥ord 03,V
RSatltd, whoWaRo tBeZrBtk pa®ob. Q G killed, explaining to visitors from many countrieswhy ~ said Hill.
Sachs commented that First was a legend in anti- KH DQG RWKHUV KDG ORY HGR4H B RARH PXHAR UG MWHRD
apartheid circles long before she was killed by the WR WKH FHPHWHU\ ZKHUH VEHPRQG DD GRPHAWQVR WR G W
letter bomb. National Congress supporters who had been killed UXWK*UVWMHSSHWUXV W/

efforts and detained under the 90-day detention law. She spent 117
GD\V LQ VROLWDU\ FRQ“QHPHQW
but continued to be active in the anti-apartheid movement until her
murder.

Former headmaster of Jeppe High School for Boys, Kevin Tate, who
is also the manager of the trust, was the person behind putting the
trustin First's name.

"When | leamed that Ruth First was a former Jeppe High School
for Girls pupil, | became intrigued by her story," he said. "She was a

UHYROXWLRQDU\ “JXUH +HUH ZD
in open-air political debates at the University of the Witwatersrand
about concepts like justice and equality, which in the early 1940s was
ahead of hertime.

"We chose to name the trust after Ruth as she embodies the
courage and strength we hope to instil in our learners. The Jeppe
mottois' ) RUWL QLKEZO BQV'EGDAMXEMURP

EUDYH QRWKLQJ LV WRR GLI“FXO

Tait said that as a Jeppe pupil, Ruth was studious and extremely
intelligent. She married Jewish politician and anti-apartheid activist
Joe Slovo at a tentative time in the nation’s history and was devoted
to him, their three children, and her career, but was also a “real lady’,
as Tait called her.To him, this meant she kept her hairand dress-style
impeccable, but still risked everything for the cause she believed in.

She wrote against the apartheid regime, and fought alongside big

QDPHVY OLNH 1HOVRQ ODQGHOD ¢
injustices in the country. She was also among those in the team that
drafted the Freedom Charter.

Now retired, Tait continues to be involved with the trust, and
recently handed overits reins to school social worker Robyn Hill.

To become a Ruth First scholar, applicants undergo an interview
process. As part of this, they must write an essay about Ruth First.
“Through their writing and perceptions, we are again reminded of
what strength, integrity, and courage can accomplish,” said Hill.

She said the trust gave many pupils an opportunity to get a quality
education. "We believe an investment in a learner and in education
can change not just one life but the life of a family and even a
community," she said. "One of the former scholarship recipients is now

LQ D WRS UDQNLQJ SRVLWLRQ LQ
doctor.”

Taitand Hill said that over the years, they had met many of First's
friends and heard different stories about her from them. "We feel like
we knew hertoo," they say.

Over the years, the school has also welcomed in a succession of

"My Thirty-Mintté Bar Witzvah’ packs a punch

REVIEW JULIE LEIBOWITZ

"I couldn't have written this book while my father

to each other, not even to ask how the other was mind gone entirely numb, or do h
was alive," Denis Hirson told an audience gathered in

IHHOLQJ Y 0\ PRWKHU DQGhlsthmthUHebrlﬂbnﬁs\f’aRwﬁ
Joburg recently for the launch of his novel, My Thirty-  a piece of string, one end tied to our house and the from his father and the altar as possible?”
OLQXWH %DU OLW]YDK other to a prison called the Old Fort in the middle of 0\ 7KLUW\ 0L QifWotbrékei) U O
V  DhatZ iRtBuRri@ngzbkcdRse BaMook is dskhBryU V JdRahnBhiilg' V SR N H stoic people, including Hirson's Grandpa Joe and
as itis moving. The subject of having - or not having - a *UDQQ\ /LO\ ZKR OHIW /DV
Hirson's father, Baruch Hirson, was an anti- %DUPLW]YDK SHUYDGHYV Whkpeiitnd BiR Md bDo@ € the dirddtih RifrsZ |
apartheid activist, academic, author, and historian.He  amusingly about the pressure from the community DQG ZRUNHUVM VWULNHV
was convicted of sabotage and jailed for nine years on a young boy whose parents didn't identify and who, by the time Hirson is around, just keep
in 1964, being arrested shortly before Hirson's 13th -~ strongly with Judaism - from his grandmother to on keeping on, just as he had to do after his father
bidhddyl HOwasVeldéskdvh 1R7BIMDR NrsolwpRk U ddvhiiity rabbis, and the anxiety it engendered disappeared from his life.
anNddrt. His two younger siblings grew up without in him. "Back in South Africa," he writes, The characters in his life are
theirfather. "when | was with Jewish friends, it seemed asvividly and lovingly depicted
Hirson's book is a powerful account of the that | was not Jewish enough, because as Joburg suburbia in the sixties,
experience of the child of activists. For most of the unlike my family they were always doing which was full of comfort and
book, he writes from his 13-year-old perspective, something about t, like not eating bacon, contradictions. Hirson is as cutting
alternatively dumbfounded and dumbed down orgoing to shul. | did not know what to about his teachers, who willingly
by his father's disappearance from his life. For the doaboutit" took partin the school apartheid
rest, he writes from the perspective of an adult ,Q WKH HQG KLV % Dup L\lll']N DK}, L Vpropagandd iakhine as he is
@GnEEdfatherGiDsElflukh gréateduBdeBtkading, G . Dritt/oKpktsBy Stappl DghBibtEr Wby about the "darkness" of recently
forgiveness, and grief. omniscient n his life to someone frail released fellow political prisoners,
Every word in the book is carefully chosen, creating  and disempowered. "Of course that was ZKR tLWWHG WKU
a beautiful work that packs a punch. There's outrage my father, but with a smile on his face his father's arrest.
in almost every ling, and a silent withholding of that was nota smile, sitting but not as "Everything about him irritated
emotion. The reader gets the sense thatin writingthe he usually sat, in a manner that was me, from the clearly relieved
book, Hirson i releasing emotional baggage held for  crumpled and in a place that was not his. Since when expression on his face to the bad cut
most of his life. did he occupy the back seat of a car?” of his trousers and the way he sat there munching
2Q KHDULQJ RI KLV IDWKHBRMW DROIVDANGA +LUVRQ DHRAFRNIGNEOE WD D Gedhadaiy R
PLQG ZDV EHLQJ ODLG R X \NaveKeRttPhri Riakanby o@the Lo streets ok H DstBrsDVWaBwas this man doing in his place?
anaesthetised, as when I'd had a hernia operation -REXUJ DV KH FRXOG JHW Whdr\@s hAgkirg to%topsplialry Yhdlshihik S
a few years earlier. ‘Blow into the orange balloon, RI KLV GDXJKWHU WKH VW Ridbringrg ByEattdrs KbEameegbNmpdstbly U L “ |
the doctor had said, and then slowly | went sinking ZKLFK FRQFHUQV D IDWKHMUsePHLQJ ZLOOLQJ WR VDF
dmQONLQJ $QRWKHU LV D TsohBn@his dnde@witRHi f&Hed= D O 0\ 7KLUW\ 0L Qid% Werbf ¥b@iJ P |
He talks about how he couldn't talk about this He writes, of Isaac, after his last-minute amnesty about becoming a man. It's also a valuable account
atom-bomb eventin his life to his schoolfriends or from G-d, “We are told nothing more of the boy, of a forgotten time of white, Jewish activists, their
even his mother. "We sat there atarm's length on whether or not he is still motionlessly bound up families, their community, and most importantly,
WKH VHWWHH DQG VLOH Q FAK LKDG®I OVEKHHWAZ RIBIFK XM “UIHO el d B dhad td uinkedhradyiviifédnthe )
my father's absence. We had no idea how to speak Does he dwell upon what just happened, has his aftermath of their commitment.

.4

DENIS HIRSON
My Thirty
Minute

4
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Saudi Arabia flexes Middle East might with Iran deal

OPINION == PAULA SLIER
= §-\ R |
he recently announced ZE e Fast-forward a few world politics. Unlike America, it hasn't prices and weaken
Iran-Saudi Arabia deal ;% : decades, and though the LQYDGHG DQ\ FRXQWUTHKRI EQ R MW $ HEMHFOH.
I isn't good for Israel. The | 86MV RI“FLDO ¥hltDaqr@aSsRdra@ddviomically it could. Washington will probably bank
Americans might be trying to E = is that it's glad there's GULYHQ :KHUHDV $ P Hddthefdo that Ehe Saklg wih'tRack
undersell it, but behind closed {g g now "peace” in the control countries, China wants to control Iran militarily, but | think they will, as will
doors, they're panicking. The = i~ OLGGOH (DVW HEBQRIPLRBYV DQG LV S Busisddd e Aritan Siogeh¥ L G
optimism of the late 2020s, lé institutions are reeling at military assistance to protect its trade DQG GHVSHUDWLRQ
when the Abraham Accords were ~ |& WKH YHU\ UHD@ISRVVLELOLW\ WKHP D * G OLNH FR|
signed normalising relations § of the petrodollar being For decades, US foreign policy has appreciation of how much they are
between Israel, the United Arab = replaced. Washington is focused on Europe, which sadly today despised in the region.
Emirates, and Bahrain - Sunni Saudi Arabia’s national security adviser Musaid Al Aiban, already courting countries  is a continent falling apart. Beijing isn't ,2VUDHO ZLOO EH LQ
Muslim countries - mediated by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Iran’s Ali Shamkhani like Nigeria and south wasting its time there. Instead, it's looking EHOLHYH ,VUDHOL 31
the United States (US), now seems Sudan for their oil. to the Middle East with whom it shares IHWDQ\DKX LV DQ HJ
premature. WKHUH KDYH EHHQ JH QAtitht R2v¢ tinR, QustiaRdiesBl RQtLFOVEDVLF FXOWXUH D Q Gn'Zinlh@sG Wartirht ZaderktDové v
Atthe time, Israel thought it was between the two countries, at basetheyre  tRRGLQJ WKH 6DXGL PaddgtbbleliChiBa@nGth&MKddIdERsD  thing to talk of war; it's another to lead
making inroads into the Sunni world both Muslim. China, India, and Africa are lining up isn't always socially acceptable in Europe \RXU FRXQWU\ WKUR
against Shia Iran. | was one of those who JRU 7THKUDQ WKH GHDODRQRWGW KIHN: RDWYV i tkUMYH VKRZQ D no choice but to comply. Israel needs
completely boughtinto it. | remember Saudi backing in terms of global power, complete disregard for America and For years, Beijing has been openabout ~ America.
saying that Tehran's attempts at building “QDQFH ZHDSRQV D QdBytiBiitihes QiEF ddoneR U wanting to be the number-one world :H FRXOG KDYH D V
a nuclear bomb were primarily to use 5L\DGK ,UDQ LV D JRR @0 @int\BhiRes&PRsidddt XD Q G power and economy, and the more alliesit $PHULFD “UHV ZHDSF
it against Saudi Arabia and only later, it's a slap in the face of its fast-becoming Jinping was in Moscow this week meeting  has, the less does America. it was Iran, and insists that Jerusalem
against Jerusalem. | was wrong. former ally, Washington, from which the his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin. So what does all this mean for Israel? responds. It'll turn into a Ukraine-like
At the time, | attended a women's 6DXGLV KDYH ORQJ VLTKH FRHRIZIF /@ UIRG HRU Q R'H @nwiddpthaiNhielBddie EaR will  scenario, where Washington won't send
conference in Bahrain and was proudly taking dictation. WR FRQYLQFH 3XWLQ WR YHHNV 3 HDFRQAG 8ANDUDQ R)Wrobhytd-help Idradhba€ wiliack ivvith E
LQWURGXFHG DV WKH “AMeworidsHigydstipMdidersd Y H W RWRHRVHLIQW)\ D QG D OSdui AMHD RiGadiwill pZtidwih & Q Midney and equipment.
Israel to participate. I'm still in contact ,UDQ DQG 6DXGL QRZ ¥cEphabkatd dadlbeh@eh RBD IV OXVOLP EURWKHU D O E WdrdNotGexaQh@stagerintetd V X V
ZLWK VRPH RI WKH ORFRQWIPZRPHRY HPHMKH RJbauébidkeved bpCRIG. | Boht i K long before it will partner with an Israeli DUWL“FLDO ZDUIDUH
WKHUH PDQ\ RI ZKRP raétly sthrtde XetdptiR pulhasR “Q GW KH UHTXHVWYV ZHUH HbtHeriQo iScdmplexdydife@ntz L W K ielligence is feasible, so Israeli soldiers
out more about a country they'd grown local currencies. This is in stark contrast response! 7KH 86 LVQMW DY HU Witlend/uR maeting e JaraRjL H
up hating. But they consistently warned to the deal US Secretary-of-State Henry The Americans are waking up a little “JKW LWV ZDUV DV KLRERUWKHBDWW S H DHCH
that without Saudi Arabia - the big brother  Kissinger secured in the 1930s that too late. They seem surprised that the VKRZQ 1HLWKHU LV LWndDlI¥nkhykWith, itwilRend bad@fdr |
of the Muslim world - recognising Israel, SUHYHQWHG 6DXGL $UblnhGaudddehlwiR Roketdd k) ihaQJ tDJIV WR VWDUW W KR VishelZ Brusaldm wilkalgo\he heltikola @tN
WKHUH ZRXOG EH O L WiNnQnylcuBeRcpbutiWelUYddllaP R Y H RHitiQs\Midst becoming the world's big claims of weapons of mass destruction of standards that Iran won't be held to. |
RQ WKH JURXQG $QG @GREWHNRMEIRWEDR Q J MK [E\brdhE Dapr&iQioV ireddhGstrolbieH Y DLAXH BT WKDW LW XV H@y D Wrohy, KuH fedr Uhth H [ W
turned upside-down. the dollar and secured American currency  Nostradamus made hundreds of years destroying a modern, functioning country.
Saudi Arabia will always be the main as a trading currency for oil. In return, DJR J DQG “O0OLQJ D URQH WDIGHG B® X P\H WRR 2 Ball/aNliet is\Md/DIAN East Bikda® L
player in the Middle East. It has more Kissinger promised that the House of LQFRQVLVWHQWO\ WUBREUNLRD Q®AOG/ XOH , VcebfddRD andliRuréntly Budching D
money and oil than Iran, and although Saud would remain in power. Until now, Beijing has stayed out of against Iran in an attempt to drop oil RT Africa.
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Working on Sunday

— a grave issue

“No-one,” said my wife, with the conviction
of someone who indeed had asked
everyone, “‘writes how much they loved
working on their tombstone!” She paused
for dramatic effect. For a moment she
thought that the horror on my face was
recognition that her powerful words had
finally hit home.

She couldn’t have read it more
incorrectly.

“Woaw!” I said in panic. “What are you
going to write on my tombstone?” And then
when I realised the danger of leaving this
to someone else. “I swear, if there are any
spelling or grammatical mistakes, I won’t
forgive you!”

I imagined the embarrassment of a
missing Oxford comma, or the use of
lower case when it should have been
capitalised, or a Biblical verse that might
be inspirational, but that annoys me
nonetheless. I pictured my tombstone
with Proverbs’ “A man’s wisdom gives
him patience” forever carved on a piece
of granite for all to read. And I imagined
the next generation sniggering as they left
Westpark Cemetery, under the impression
that I could hardly string a sentence
together.

And I knew that I had better write my
own epitaph.

The conversation hadn’t meant to go
that way. It had begun as a standard long
married couple discussion. The context is
that I like to do some catch-up work on a
Sunday. It gives me time to get ahead of the

week, to consolidate, and deal with some of

INNER VOICE .
Howard Feldman

the things I might have neglected, and to
feel a little bit more “in control”. It’s a time,
without the pressure of meetings, to be a
little more creative.

My wife doesn’t always see it the same way.

She believes that “we” (read I) should
be focused on family on the weekend, and
that all excess energy should be directed
towards them.

I don’t agree. Being busy fulfils me,
makes me feel like I'm contributing, and
whereas of course I like my family (even
love them), less time with me is probably a
good thing for them in the long run.

It’s not unusual not to see things the
same way. We often joke that although we
fully intend spending eternity together, it’s
because her version of heaven is my version
of hell. While I might be condemned to
spend the afterlife discussing heavy and
weighty things, there couldn’t be a better
place for her to be. For me, it would indeed
be hell, for her it would be heaven.

What'’s clear is that if it’s a challenge for
couples to navigate marriage in this world,
to do so in the next is going to be infinitely
more complicated.

At 54 and in relatively decent health -
Jewish Ashkenazi ailments aside - this is,
G-d willing, not a problem that needs to be
resolved this week. Especially with more
earthly problems like Pesach preparation.

But the one thing 'm now certain of is
that I must add “write epitaph” to my list
of things to do this weekend.

Jewish Report

he source of quality content, news and insights

www.sajr.coza

If the mountain won’t come
to the Rabbi, then the Rabbi
must go to the mountain

Sundav 26 March 2023 at 19:00 SAST

'..-?_,

Registei

. " _".v & " o ¥ A"
o e ol

NOW. bit ly/jrlivel48

SPONSORED BY

ey

CAPE UNION MART

Est 1933

The Adventure Starts Here

Awareness Week”

en “Israeli Apartheid Week” (IAW)
was first introduced on our university Karen Milner

campuses, it posed many complex
challenges for Jewish students. Should the
invective of the other side simply be met with
counter-invective, or were there constructive
- even positive — ways to respond to this
malicious attempt to smear and delegitimise the
Jewish state?

Working closely with the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD) and other
communal bodies, and with the support of
our Christian allies, the South African Union
of Jewish Students (SAUJS) has developed
an effective counter-campaign over the past
few years, one that emphasises dialogue and
education over boycotts and intimidation.
Whereas IAW aims at demonising one side in
the conflict, silencing and discrediting anyone
presuming to oppose that perspective, what'’s
now informally referred to as “Israel Awareness
Week” aims to foster a greater understanding
of the realities of the conflict and explore
ways in which a peaceful resolution might be
achieved. As we have seen, an approach based
on nuanced, informed discussion resonates far
more effectively with the average student.

During this testing time for our students
and community, Israeli student activists from
the organisation “Stand With Us” provide
invaluable support. Through it, we were able
this year to bring out Noah Shufutinsky, a
black Jewish hip-hop artist from Israel. A
packed programme including meetings with
all the various stakeholders and the media was
put together. A high point was Shufutinsky’s
collaborating with local artist Tanaka Juro, who
has Zimbabwean roots, on producing a song
against racism, xenophobia, and antisemitism.
The song was released for the first time on
eNCA. Beyond simply showing the reality of
Israel’s diverse multifaith, racial, and ethnic
society and turning the vile “Zionism equals
racism” canard on its head, the message of peace
and tolerance brought by Shufutinsky and Juro
has resonated powerfully for South Africa asa
whole. On Human Rights Day, they joined the

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies -----_

Turning IAW into “Israel

ABOVE BOARD

SAJBD and SAUJS in visiting Sharpeville and
laying a wreath at the memorial to those killed
in the tragedy. I congratulate our media and
communications head, Charisse Zeifert, for
putting this outstanding programme together.

The contrast between how SAUJS and the
various organisations aligned with the BDS
(Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) movement
approach IAW was even more striking this
year, when calls were even made for the
SAUJS voice on university campuses to be
silenced altogether. At the University of Cape
Town (UCT), a public screening of messages
from representatives of Palestinian Islamic
Jihad and Hamas, both rabidly antisemitic
movements that have been designated terrorist
organisations by most democratic countries,
took place. SAUJS and the SAJBD Cape Council
strenuously opposed the event, calling on
UCT to stand by its commitment to “build
an equitable social order based on respect for
human rights” as per its own statement of
values. In spite of this, the event went ahead,
and though it was heartening to see how
pitifully few people actually attended, the fact
that it took place at all is regrettable. We're in
the process of following up with the university
to ascertain what happened and to consider
ways in which such events can be prevented in
future.

While the BDS lobby was focusing on
maligning the Jewish state, the Board again
found meaningful ways to mark Human Rights
Day. In Johannesburg, this took the form of the
Alex Wellness Day community project run by
the SAJBD Gauteng Council in partnership with
the Greater Alexandra Chamber of Commerce.
Ilook forward to reporting on this initiative, in
which Jewish health practitioners provided a
range of free medical services to Alex residents,
in more detail in next week’s column.

« Listen to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish Board Talk,
101.9 ChaiFM, every Friday from 12:00 to 13:00.

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Sunday 26 March
 Chev Bereavement Services hosts its Growth

from Grief VXSSRUW JURXS 7L P Hesach lunch.

Venue: Sandringham Gardens. Contact:

* Union of Jewish Women

AT,
S5=0s

Cape Town hosts a

7LPH

VKHLODI#MKEFKHY FR |]D RWRVW 5 0

o The SA Jewish Report hosts a webinar The Rabbi
and The Mountain - Life lessons from Mount
Kilimanjaro  7LPH
or editorial@sajewishreport.co.za

Wednesday 29 March
e Second Innings hosts an outing to De Wildt

&KHHWDK 5HVHUYH 7LPH
&RQWDFW

5 PHPEHUYV

Venue: Stonehaven.
Contact:

e

&RQWDFW ELW O\RMWOLYH

projects@ujwcape.co.za

Thursday 30 March
® ORT SA hosts a Digital Marketing Bootcamp

ZLWRRYWHS5DLG 7LPH
IRU PHPRHUUV &RQWDFW

JUHFLDJDEULHO #JPDLO F RaBmin@ortjet.org.za

Letters

‘IT DOESN’'T END WITH JEWS’ - WHY TUKS’ BEHAVIOUR IS OMINOUS

I'm saddened to read what transpired on the
campus of University of Pretoria (Tuks) last week. In
fact, I'm revolted that this is actually happening on
the campus of my university, which | hold dear.

I can hardly believe that this has been allowed
to happen, so reminiscent of the behaviour in
Germany during World War I1. I'm referring to the
move to exclude Jewish students from co-operating
with the student representative council, as well as
"Israeli Apartheid Week', celebrated annually on
campus. Why this is allowed to happen is beyond
understanding.

of life. Through this, | realised that we can all learn
from quarters we thought were hostile to us and
who oppose our ideas. It's called dialogue and
open-mindedness. I'm afraid the behaviour | see
on campus at the moment is disappointing to put it
mildly, and doesn't bode well for the future. There's
a saying, "It begins with the Jews, but never ends
with them!”

What I'm witnessing is ominous. | will have
nothing more to do with the university if this
is allowed to continue unchallenged. | was
considering offering my services as a mentor,
sharing my skills and experience (which is vast and

, TXDOL“HG DV D GRFW R UspiA0 yBas\owt tHis@n't going tahapy@n.

went on to become an anaesthetist. | have had
the opportunity to work around the world in my
profession and to meet many people from all walks

It seems nothing has been learned from the past.
Cry the beloved country.
- Dr Eric Solomon - Brunskog, Sweden



23 - 30 March 2023

SA JEWISH REPORT 15

Kids ring in Shabbat
at M1na Lopato

ina Lopato Nursery School's Shabbat ring
with Felicity Klawansky is something all

MWKH FKLOGUHQ ORR

especially when they get to give tzedakah.

My Family Story a journey of
dlscovery for Torah Academy

Chi

G

C

-HZL
6XPP

student leadership summit

KLHI 5DEEL 'U :DONHGE @&\

LQDXJXUDO 6DQG®RR BH @DLH ZQ MvH W

PHVVDJH DERXW W K bpenbitSeku@hitRrid FuoRnl
bullying” at our schools. Goldstein
called on young leaders to stand up
and be proactive in the battle against

<HVKLYD &ROOHJH
SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ
focused on self-development and
interpersonal leadership skills

through two interactive workshops

ef rabbi addresses WIZO Joburg honours members

for I|fet|me serwge

HUDELH D FO
KH :RPHQMV ,QWHUQDWLRQDO =LRQLVYV

%thﬁﬁhl@e@s Nf@haﬂ @/er\lmﬂy years of unbroken service to the organisation
& NLQ &+ I
aBitdRelfecta U
Sieff Awards
ROIDW R B
of I 109tV K i

'DUUHQ %DVV

oldstein opened the psychologist and executive coach.

o A

VK 'D\ 6FKRRO 6@/XZE @W DH B G/IDWDK
LW RQ ODUFK RILWIXQI \WRDHEL®DL
&KLHI 5DEEL /RUG -
ORUDK %DW\D 60D
WKH -HZLVK 6WXGL

bullying. 6DQGWRQ 6LQDL F
-HZLVK VFKRROV QRW MRKMHZ tAHH ZRIUGIH [
invited to send a delegation of to illuminate the world in the hope Honours
VWXGHQWY DQG W H DfBrifgihMéshiskiRthraudh btts of X PuenttaAEvelyn
NKIRQ/G CONG 6/DR) 6 WIR @\ GZHREN] kBB K W K H W HOHWPRID O |G |
O/LIJKWLQJ XS OHDG years of service; sraellAm
+LUVFK /\RQV .LQ -HQQL 6"WUR
/ILQNV“HOG .LQJ 'D \HDUV -RFHOLQH %DVVHUDELH \HD U
'‘DYLG 9LFWRU\ 3DU (ODLQH 6PLWK \HDUV %HOOH %HUORZLW

L:,=2 -RKDQQHVEXUJ &KDLUSHUVRQ -RFHOL
WR 6RXWK $IULFD (OL %HORWVHUFRYVN\
dialogue between him and those present on a variety of pertinent issues.

%DVVHUDELH ZDV YRWHG FKDLUSHUVRQ IR
DQG $QGUHD :DLQHU WUHDVXUHU

N

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein

orah Academy Grade 7s Huvi Kagan and Sara
Meltzer were the winners of this year's My
J)DPLO\ 6WRU\ SURMHF

T

7KH SURMHEFW LV D %HLW
LQLWLDWLYH UXQ E\ WKH
0\ )DPLO\ 6WRU\ LV D IX(
SHUVRQDO JOREDO DQG
heritage journey to the past in which the exploration
Rl SXSLOVM -HZLVK IDPLGO
traditions culminates in an artistic installation.
Torah Academy has incorporated the project
LQWR LWV VIOODEXV 0DU
HQFRXUDJLQJ WKHP WR L
IDPLO\ WUHHY DQG ORFD
JHRJUDSKLFDOO\ VSDUNL
“QG RXW PRUH DERXW WK
treasure the family stories and information they
have gleaned.
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HLU K

King David Schools
celebrate 75th
birthday in style

he King David Schools' Foundation kick-

I started its global 75th birthday celebrations
DW .LQJ 'DYLG +LJK 6H
last week with an event to thank its Crown donors
who have supported the schools over the years.

The celebration treated guests to a showcase of
talented students from KDLand King David High
6FKRRO 9LFWRU\ 3DUN
PXVLFDO HQWHUWDLQPHQ
were entertained by the original-scripted production
of AMusical ZKLFK WRXFKHG R
school days and featured performances by alumni
and KDL students.

Aguest appearance by former headmaster of
.'93 +LJK 6FKRRO -HIIUH\
WKH WRS IRU WKH FDVW
legacy” in the play.

The King David Schools' Foundation will be
FHOHEUDWLQJ ZLWK DO XH
&DQDGD ,VUDHO /RQGRQ
WKLV \HDU )RU PRUH LQI

KRRO

'93

W E\

D PHP
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sassens@kdsf.org
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opus Memorial College

D8I 0 5D Nhha
JHQHDORJ\

‘Secondary School Psychologist

YLHZ UHODWLYHV FUHDWH

wH w Ut Sopusdiaanenel aeege ¢ a co-educational Jewish School from Early Learning to Year 12 across
QJ FXtHreR Mk isdsQodtidilindt KiBYENRCaulfield South and Burwood, Melbourne, Australia.

HULWDJH 7KH\ ZLOO IRUHYHU

We are inviting applicants with a growth mindset and expertise in psychological/ counselling in education
and learning, social and emotional development to support and build the capacity of the school community
toward the same goals.

Thisis a (1.0) FTE full-time ongoing position working at our Secondary School in Burwood. Applicants must
have the following;

« appropriate qualification and experience as a Psychologist

« a sound understanding of the Child Safe Standards and a commitment to the safety and wellbeing of
chidren.

« experience in working in a similar environment and/or position is preferred but not essential.

« current Working with Children Check

Mount Scopus Memorial College is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Being Jewish is not a prerequisite for
employment, although a worldview that is sympathetic to the Jewish ethos is essential.

Td Vit thePBsttion Description, please click here. Should you require further information, please contact
Hayley Traub, Acting Director of Student Services (Secondary) on email: htraub@scopus. vic. edu. au or
contact the College on telephone number (03) 9834 0000.

Iﬂ@tﬁ*v@%@%ﬂ@ 8\/9@%%’6’( Ar{g%‘g\g and educational environment, please click on the “Apply Now”

button and complete the Appllcatlo orm attaching your Curriculum Vitae and cover letter addressed to
RlanaHvPaole, Pespiavand Culture Administrator.

Mount Scopus complies fully with the Child Safe Standards. All candidates for roles at the College are subject

tp sVeRNIRGaRKkaseIMenbagainst child safety standards as part of the recruitment process
OOXGHG WR WKH O/XSLQH

L wn soLwPRIsatiQns Close: Wednesday, 5 April 2023

B NNLIAL DO D AA L RO TR DAL
PNV VWO DO DT VIO M\7/KII 7Ky

RUPDWLRQ FRQWDFW
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