
Art, antiques, objets dÕart,  
furniture, and jewellery wanted  
for forthcoming auctions
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Pranas Domsaitis,  
Farm Buildings  
SOLD R38,000

Le Corbusier,  
LC4 black leather lounger  

SOLD R65,000

18K platinum and rose 
gold diamond  
cluster ring  
SOLD R120,000

Moses Kottler, Malay Girl 
SOLD R36,000

!"#$%&'()*+', $
!"#$%&'()#$&*$+' , - . /0$)&1/#1/2$1#3%$,14$.1%.5"/%

!!!"#$%&"'(")$

$
n   *(+,-./01/2/3,-4.&/56    n   01/78&9+/0:0;   n  </=>$&/?1@;

C
ov

er
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

Ila
n 

O
ss

en
dr

yv
er

!"!"
!"#$%&!"#$%&



!"#$%&'(#)#*#+,-#!.!/2   0$#123405#627869

F R E E  Q U O TAT I O N S

   W
ashing Machines, Stoves

APPLIANCE REPAIRS ON  SITE

Call Jason  
082 401 8239 / 076 210 6532

   
Frid

ges, Dishwashers,

     
          

 Tumble Dryers & more
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how would Judaism define “holy”? Must one be a mystic 
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do most definitely believe in the spiritual component of 
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Yes, I do think there’s something pretty 
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9:&,;#9;:<=;>Who is holy?

GILLIAN KLAWANSKY
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“From the beginning, we realised quickly 
that we were in Hashem’s hands,” said Rabbi 
Yechiel Shlomo Levitansky, who travelled more 
*!0.#YZ#!"/3%#<3",#N/,'1#X230$.+1#*"#:+#0*#*!+#
event and share his inspiring story. “There’s not 
much that you can do when the Russian army 
is surrounding your city.” He and his South 
African born wife, Rochi, are Chabad %'-(&'."#
D+,$%%03$+%K#$.#N/,'>

“For a long time, we were stuck in our city, 
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closer,” said Levitansky. “All of these things were 
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this was actually happening. But on that first 
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till today, it started to sink in.”
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of their countrymen, they initially fled 
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challenges in perspective. “So, there’s no 
electricity, but there’s water,” he said. “There’s 
."#90*+31#:/*#*!+3+7%#+&+-*3$-$*'>#C!+3+7%#."#
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happy and to be thankful for what we have.”
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to bring Moshiach (the messiah). The event 
also commemorated Siyum HaRambam, 
the completion of the annual Rambam 
(Maimonides’ code of Jewish law) study cycle.
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Connectedness, community Ð ChabadÕs 
plan to change the world

Rabbi Yossy Goldman 
Ð Life Rabbi Emeritus, 

Sydenham Shul

Rabbi Yechiel Shlomo Levitansky
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GLENHAZEL | R 3 199 000 FAIRMOUNT | R 3 999 000 MORNINGSIDE | R 3 150 000WAVERLEY | R 3 899 000

Asking more. Unique, immaculate, & appealing family home 
set-in sought-after suburb. Spacious lounge, dining room & 
family room opening out to covered patio with built in braai 
& server. The garden, pool & koi pond add a peaceful and 
tranquil energy to this home. Spectacular, luxurious eat-in 
kitchen with loads of cupboards & work surface. 

Web Ref: JRL39584 3.5

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229  

Prime position in Fairmount. O!ering 6 large beds and 4 
spacious baths (2 en suite). The interleading lounge, family 
room have a gracious Þreplace. Large dining room opens 
out to garden. Outside o"ce/studio, downstairs study, 
large eat-in kitchen with many prep spaces and sinks, gas 
hob. Covered patio & pool, sta! acc, double garage.

Web Ref: JRL53656 4
Loads of character in Great location. Sunken lounge, an 
elevated dining room, built in wine storage, an attractive 
bright kitchen with Blackstone tops, whirlpool gas 
cooker, 2 ovens and double fridge space provide ease of 
entertainment. Splash pool with private lawned area.

Web Ref: JRL53503 3.5
Start making a lifetime of memories in this comfortable 
family home.  On a 2 279m2 stand & o!ering 3 receptions, 
eat-in kitchen, study, 3 beds, 2.5 baths, large entertainerÕs 
patio, pool, outside laundry/ironing room, 2 sta!, 4 
garages, pre-paid electricity, generator (neg), & multi-
layered security, this home is deÞnitely one for the family. 

Web Ref: JRL34353 2.5

Real Life. Real Estate. 

www.jawitz.co.za | Registered with the PPRA

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

FOR SALEFOR SALE

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229  

Jeremy Craig: 076 246 4900
Linette Oosthuizen: 082 572 5314  

FOR SALE FOR SALE
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TALI FEINBERG 
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positive, it means non-profit organisations (NPOs) 
+#334)('&/!*"'6:)-&<!("-!-6:-)6=<!("-!:'+%,6-:<!("-!
$-&(%66=!'66<!("4+-!.'("!@ABCD':+<!%&:!("-!%,#+-:!.4&E(!
/-(!:-+3-)%(-6=;&--:-:!/47-)&$-&(!1#&:'&/>

?"'+!'+!%**4):'&/!(4!F"-7)%"!G%:'+"%!8F"-79!F"'-1!
HI-*#('7-!5%#6!?4$+4&<!."4!+%=+!("%(!%6("4#/"!'(!*4#6:!
"%7-!%&!'$3%*(!4&!("-!.4)J!41!("-!F"-7<!"-!.4&E(!%664.!
("%(!(4!"%33-&>

K?"-!)-:#*('4&!41!+-7-)%6!$'66'4&!)%&:!'&!1#&:'&/!(4!
("-!F"-7!0)4#3!.'66!'&!1%*(!)-+#6(!'&!&4!:-*6'&-!'&!+-)7'*-!
411-)'&/<!&4!64++!41!L4,+<!%&:!&4!)-:#*('4&!'&!+%6%)'-+!
to social workers,” he says. “This is because we’ll find a 
+46#('4&!(4!("'+!1#&:'&/!*)'+'+>M

On 25 April, the Gauteng provincial government said 
'(!%&:!("-!0%#(-&/!252!.4#6:!)-7'-.!("-!:-*'+'4&!%&:!
*4&7-&-!%!$--('&/!.'("!("-!+-*(4)!4&!N!O%=!K(4!-&/%/-!
("-$!4&!("-!$4:%6'('-+!41!("-!&-.!1#&:'&/!$4:-6!
%&:!4("-)!'++#-+!%11-*('&/!("-!+-*(4)M>!?"'+!*%$-!%1(-)!
-&4)$4#+!3)-++#)-!1)4$!("-!$-:'%<!346'('*%6!3%)('-+<!*'7'6!
society, and NPOs pushing back against the reallocation.

On 18 April, the Democratic Alliance (DA) said it would 
K.)'(-!(4!("-!$'&'+(-)!14)!+4*'%6!:-7-643$-&(!(4!'&(-)7-&-!
#)/-&(6=!,-14)-!("-!0%#(-&/!252!36#&/-+!("-!3)47'&*-!
'&(4!%!"#$%&'(%)'%&!*)'+'+M>

K?"-!2D!"%+!,--&!'&#&:%(-:!.'("!:-+3-)%(-!*%66+!1)4$!
Gauteng-based NGOs [nongovernmental organisations] 
36-%:'&/!14)!"-63!%1(-)!0%#(-&/!OHF!14)!54*'%6!
2-7-643$-&(!O,%6'!@643"-!%&&4#&*-:!("%(!("-!,#:/-(!
.4#6:!,-!)-3)'4)'('+-:!(4!,-((-)!%6'/&!.'("!0%#(-&/!
Premier Panyaza Lesufi’s identified priorities,” said DA 
MP Bridget Masango. “This was seemingly done without 
consulting the NGOs, stakeholders, or beneficiaries, and 
.'("4#(!%++-++'&/!("-!:-7%+(%('&/!'$3%*(>

“Some NGOs are also being forced to sign new 
+-)7'*-;6-7-6!%/)--$-&(+!("%(!*4$36=!.'("!("-')!)-:#*-:!
1#&:'&/>!?"4#+%&:+!41!7#6&-)%,6-!'&:'7':#%6+!*%&&4(!,-!
%664.-:!(4!+#11-)!4&!("-!."'$!41!%!3)-$'-)!%&:!%&!OHF<!
%&:!("-!2D!.'66!:4!-7-)=("'&/!'&!4#)!34.-)!(4!3)-7-&(!%!
second Life Esidimeni tragedy.”

?4$+4&!+%=+<!K?"-!1%664#(!1)4$!("-+-!,#:/-(!*#(+!
could actually be far worse [than Life Esidimeni],” when 
144 people died at psychiatric facilities in Gauteng from 
starvation and neglect after being transferred from Life 
H+':'$-&'!(4!*"-%3-)!*-&()-+>

But in a statement released on 16 April, the Gauteng 
DSD said that the budget of R2.3 billion allocated to 
NPOs remained in place, and NPOs would be funded 
K%**4):'&/6=M>!@643"-!+%':!%&!-I%$36-!41!("-!)-%664*%(-:!
1#&:+!.%+!("-!K3)47'+'4&!41!%/)'*#6(#)-!3)4L-*(+!(4!-&+#)-!
a move away from over reliance on food parcels [and] to 
-&%,6-!'&:'7':#%6+!(4!3)4:#*-!("-')!4.&!144:M>

Afrika Tikkun Chief Executive Marc Lubner says, “We 
have more than 50 staff potentially affected by this and 
more than 1 000 children who benefit from this DSD 

contract. We’re in 
*4&7-)+%('4&!.'("!("-!
"-%:+!41!:-3%)($-&(!
.'("!."4$!.-!"%7-!
%6.%=+!.4)J-:!+4!.-66>M
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Protection and 
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It’s also one of 48 
4)/%&'+%('4&+!41!

0%#(-&/!F)'+'+!'&!F%)-<!14)$-:!(4!*"%66-&/-!("-!,#:/-(!
)-;%664*%('4&>

“We held a picket at the MEC’s office on Thursday 
last week [20 April], and handed over a memorandum,” 
says Joy Capon, administration manager at Impilo. “Our 
director, Sue Krawitz, was interviewed on Radio 702 
yesterday [24 April], and as a result, the premier, Panyaza 
Lesufi, committed on radio to ‘fix’ the problem. Yesterday 
evening [24 April], representatives of the group were 
called to an urgent meeting with Hlope. No promises 
.-)-!$%:->

“We’re hearing of organisations with many years of 
+-)7'*-!*64+'&/!:4.&<M!+"-!+%=+>!K?"-!$4+(!"%):;"'(!+--$+!
(4!,-!("-!1#&:'&/!41!+4*'%6;.4)J!34+(+<!."'*"!"%7-!,--&!
cut by 61%. We’re determined to raise enough funds to 
J--3!3)47':'&/!+-)7'*-+>

“We employ 10 social workers and one auxiliary,” 
says Krawitz. “All of these staff and our support staff are 
at risk of losing their jobs if we’re forced to close. We’ve 
(%J-&!%&!-("'*%6!+(%&:!(4!()=!(4!J--3!3)47':'&/!+-)7'*-+>!
P#&:)%'+'&/!'+!&4.!*)'('*%6>!?"'+!'+!'&!("-!$'::6-!41!4#)!
.%(-)C-6-*()'*'(=!.4-+!%&:!("-!-*4&4$'*!+'(#%('4&<!."'*"!
'+!%6)-%:=!3#(('&/!3)-++#)-!4&!#+!%&:!:')-*(6=!%11-*(+!("-!
,%,'-+!'&!4#)!*%)->M

Lisa Vetten, a research associate at the University of the 
Witwatersrand’s Southern Centre for Inequality Studies, 
'+!6-%:'&/!0%#(-&/!F)'+'+!'&!F%)-!'&!:'+*#++'4&+!.'("!("-!
0%#(-&/!252!%&:!@643->!KA!:4&E(!("'&J!("-!:-3%)($-&(!
thought this through. Hearing first-hand examples of 
how people will lose jobs and vulnerable beneficiaries 
.'66!64+-!+-)7'*-+!$%:-!'(!$4)-!4,7'4#+!(4!("-$>M

Chev warns of  welfare 
crisis over budget cuts
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She describes a disability NPO in which “30 staff will 
&4!64&/-)!"%7-!L4,+!%(!("-!-&:!41!("-!$4&("<!%&:!("-=!
care for 1 200 beneficiaries and their families. They said 
to the Gauteng DSD, ‘We need to meet you to hand over 
our case files.’ And the DSD essentially responded, ‘We 
*%&E(!(%J-!47-)!=4#)!+-)7'*-+>EM

?4$+4&!+%=+!$%&=!."4!.4)J!'&!("-!.-61%)-!+-*(4)!
)-$%'&!+*-3('*%6!41!("-!:-3%)($-&(E+!36%&+>!KA!:)-%:!(4!
imagine what will happen to this money [that’s being 
reallocated]. It’s mindboggling that they would do this 
.'("4#(!.%)&'&/<!*4&+#6(%('4&<!%&:!%!36%&!'&!36%*-!%,4#(!
"4.!(4!)-:-364=!("-!1#&:+!%&:!3)47':-!+-)7'*-+!."-&!
NPOs can no longer afford to do so.”

Donations account for 70% of the Chev’s overall 
,#:/-(>!5'I!3-)*-&(!41!("-!F"-7E+!)-+':-&('%6!1%*'6'('-+E!
,#:/-(!*4$-+!1)4$!("-!/47-)&$-&(>!?"4#/"!("%(!$'/"(!
&4(!+4#&:!6'J-!%!64(<!-7-)=!)%&:!*4#&(+<!%&:!("-!F"-7!.'66!
"%7-!(4!$%J-!%!36%&!(4!$%J-!#3!("-!64++>

“We’ll have to rely on the community even further,” 

+%=+!?4$+4&>!KA1!.-!:4&E(!644J!%1(-)!4#)+-67-+<!("-)-E+!
&4,4:=!-6+->!?"%(!$-%&+!)-6='&/!4&!54#("!D1)'*%&!Q-.+!
locally or abroad. Welfare needs are further exacerbated 
,=!("-!1%*(!("%(!$%&=!-6:-)6=!3-436-!%)-!"-)-!%64&->!
Without the Chev, they would literally have nowhere to 
/4>M

Vetten says, “We’ve heard verbally that some 
4)/%&'+%('4&+E!+#,+':'-+!%)-!,-'&/!)-'&+(%(-:>!
@4.-7-)<!("-)-E+!,--&!&4!14)$%6!*4$$#&'*%('4&>!
We’re demanding full reinstatement plus a cost-of-
living increase. Essentially, that letter [on 25 April] is 
&4&*4$$'((%6>M

5"-!-$3"%+'+-+!("%(!-7-&!'1!("'+!*)'+'+!'+!%7-)(-:<!'(!
reveals much bigger questions, such as where welfare sits 
4&!("-!/47-)&$-&(E+!6'+(!41!3)'4)'('-+>

D&:!%6("4#/"!("-!Q-.'+"!*4$$#&'(=!"%+!)-%6'+-:!("%(!
'(!&--:+!(4!,-!+-61;)-6'%&(<!B-((-&!+%=+<!KP--6'&/!6'J-!=4#E)-!
4&!=4#)!4.&!*%&E(!,-!("-!.%=!.-!%33)4%*"!+4*'%6!*%)-!'&!
54#("!D1)'*%>M

Impilo Child Protection and Adoption Services 
protesting the budget reallocation outside the 
Gauteng Department of Social Development 
head ofÞce on 20 April 2023 

NICOLA MILTZ

" 4)6:!R#/,=!"%+!%**-3(-:!("-!*6%'$!
by the South African Rugby Union 
(SARU) that it rescinded its invitation to 

A+)%-6'!)#/,=!(-%$!?-6!D7'7!@-%(!,-*%#+-!41!+-*#)'(=!
*4&*-)&+!%&:!(")-%(+!41!7'46-&*->!A(!+%':!'(!:':&E(!
receive sufficient evidence to support claims by the 
Israel Rugby Union (IRU) that the motive for the 
:-*'+'4&!.%+!:'+*)'$'&%(4)=>

In a letter to SARU, as well as to the IRU, and the 
Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under 
Law, which had lodged complaints about SARU, 
World Rugby said it was satisfied with SARU’s 
-I36%&%('4&>

A(!+%':!'(!"%:!*4&:#*(-:!%&!'&7-+('/%('4&!'&(4!
("-!*"%)/-+!41!:'+*)'$'&%('4&!("%(!.-)-!)%'+-:!,=!
the IRU, but did not have evidence to support this. 
24*#$-&(+!%&:!-7-&(+!."'*"!"-63-:!'(!(4!)-7'-.!
("-!+%/%!'&*6#:-:!3#,6'*!)-%*('4&!4&!+4*'%6!$-:'%!
(4!%&!A+)%-6'!(-%$!7'+'('&/!("-!*4#&()=S!%!P%*-,44J!
34+(!)-1-))'&/!(4!%!K,644:!,%("M!%(!("-!*4$3-('('4&!
matches; a statement on 3 February from the 
South African Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) 
*4%6'('4&!("%(!KA1!("'+!%3%)("-':!A+)%-6'!(-%$!*4$-+!
to play in South Africa, SARU will have blood on its 
"%&:+MS!%!+(%(-$-&(!1)4$!("-!:-3%)($-&(!41!+34)(+<!
arts and culture supporting SARU’s decision “to 

-&+#)-!%!+%1-!-&7')4&$-&(!14)!'(+!(4#)&%$-&(+MS!%&:!
7%)'4#+!$-:'%!%)('*6-+!)-1-)-&*'&/!K#&)-+(<!:'7'+'4&<!
%&:!(")-%(+M>

54#("!D1)'*%&!P)'-&:+!41!A+)%-6!+34J-+3-)+4&!
Bafana Modise said the letter made it clear that 
“SARU bent the knee to appease political extremists 
'&!54#("!D1)'*%!."4!(")-%(-&-:!(4!"%)$!%&:!'&*'(-!
7'46-&*-!+"4#6:!%&!A+)%-6'!(-%$!3%)('*'3%(-!'&!("-!
+34)(>M

Professor Karen Milner of the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies said it was a no-win 
+'(#%('4&>!K?"-)-!%)-!&4!.'&&-)+!'&!("'+!."46-!+%/%<!
only losers. It came about ultimately because SARU 
President Mark Alexander capitulated without 
a fight to politically driven external pressure 
)%("-)!("%&!+(%&:'&/!,=!%!:-*'+'4&!(%J-&!,=!"'+!
organisation. Once you cave in to bullies, you’re 
left vulnerable to every crazy fringe group which 
(")-%(-&+!:'+)#3('4&!'1!'(!:4-+&E(!/-(!'(+!4.&!.%=>M

Benji Shulman, the director of public policy, at 
the South African Zionist Federation, said, “World 
Rugby has now confirmed the threats of violence 
34+-:!,=!346'('*%6!-I()-$'+(+!T!'&!("'+!*%+-<!,-'&/!
the antisemitic BDS movement.

K?"'+!'+!%&!%((%*J!4&!4#)!+34)(+$-&!%&:!.4$-&!
'&!54#("!D1)'*%<!."4!+"4#6:!%6.%=+!"%7-!("-!
4334)(#&'(=!(4!*4$3-(-!%/%'&+(!'&(-)&%('4&%6!
(4#)'&/!+':-+<M!5"#6$%&!+%':>

SARU decision to axe Israeli team Ônot discriminatoryÕ
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TALI FEINBERG

!  Capetonian artist and a South African oleh 
have combined forces to create a unique 
series portraying 12 Israeli prime ministers as 

theyÕve never been seen before.
Thanks to former Johannesburg businessman, 

now-Netanya resident Myron Zaidel, this collection 
of pointillist portraits will be 
displayed for the first time, 
in Jerusalem, as part of the 
countryÕs 75th anniversary 
celebrations. The portraits, 
titled Prime Ministers in 
Perspective, are the creation 
of Gavin Rain, one of the 
worldÕs leading pointillist 
artists.

ÒMy objective was 
to create something of 
value that was unique 
and transportable in the 
international language 
of art,Ó says Zaidel. ÒAs 
a Zionist, I wanted to take a period 
of IsraelÕs history, to focus on IsraelÕs first 12 prime 
ministers up to the end of 2020. The art form itself 
was appealing to me Ð you can look at the picture many 
ways, and if you look at it the right way, you see the 
full picture.Ó

After admiring RainÕs pointillist portrait of 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe created for Chabad in 
Johannesburg, Zaidel met the artist in 2019. They 
agreed on a 12-month project to spotlight 12 
personalities who have shaped the country up to 
2020 Ð David Ben-Gurion (two terms of office); Moshe 
Sharett; Levi Eshkol; Golda Meir; Yitzhak Rabin (two 
terms of office); Menachem Begin; Yitzhak Shamir 
(two terms of office); Shimon Peres (two terms of 

office); Ehud Barak; Ariel Sharon; Ehud Olmert; and 
Benjamin Netanyahu (two terms of office).

The idea originated when Zaidel was planning his 
aliya, and Òwanted to have something that I could take 
from South Africa on my personal journey. GavinÕs art 
form is unique, and I believed that creating a collection 
of the portraits of all the prime ministers of Israel 
from 1948 to 2022 would be special.Ó

The series will be displayed for the 
first time in public in a four-week 
exhibition within the framework of the 
Jerusalem Biennale in the central space 
of the historic ShaÕarei Tzedek Hospital.

Rami Ozeri, the founder and creative 
director of the Jerusalem Biennale says, 
ÒAs part of IsraelÕs 75th anniversary 
celebrations and in times of dispute and 
polarisation, weÕre honoured to exhibit 
this exquisite series of portraits in the 
Biennale Gallery. When taken together, 
they tell the collective story of a nation 
born. The pointillist technique sheds 
new light on these important figures 
and expresses the relation between 
their complete image and the countless 

components that create it.Ó
Rain came to develop his pointillist style in an 

unusual way. ÒOne would think it was via inspiration 
from artists such as [Georges] Seurat, but actually it 
was via photography,Ó he says. ÒMy grandfather was a 
landscape photographer, and I was his chief bag carrier 
when I was young. My interest in digital photography 
led me into exploring the pixel patterns that make up 
the image. WhatÕs happening there? ArenÕt we just 
losing information in all that dead space between 
pixels? My art comes from this thought process. 
However, it took me about two years to figure out how 
to do it.ÓHe says taking on this series was intimidating.  
 

IsraelÕs prime ministers canvassed in full colour

HANNA RESNICK
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Yom HaÕatzmaut beams light into darkness

Continued on page 5>>

Former prime minister, Menachem Begin
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STAFF REPORTER

!n the run-up to IsraelÕs 75th 
Yom HaÕatzmaut this week, 
Israeli President Isaac Herzog 

announced the establishment of 
consultations among world Jewry 
to precede the launch of a global 
Jewish advisory council under his 
o!ce.

Ò"e fact is that between our 
Jewish communities, and between 
them and the state of Israel, weÕre 
growing at times more distant 
from one another. "e gaps 
between us are growing wider,Ó 
said Herzog on Sunday, 23 April, 
at a joint session of the Jewish 
Federations of North America, 
the Jewish Agency for Israel, the 
World Zionist Organisation, and 
Keren Hayesod in honour of Yom 
HaÕatzmaut.

ÒOn some of the most essential 
questions, weÕre unable to agree. 
But, more concerning, often, weÕre 
unable even to discuss [them].

Ò"at critical web of 
connectedness Ð the sense of 
shared purpose and destiny that 
has sustained our people for 
millennia Ð seems to be loosening,Ó 
the president said. 
ÒIÕm convinced that 
thereÕs no greater 
existential threat 
to our people than 
the one that comes 
from within: our 
own polarisation 
and alienation from 
one another.

ÒWhat we need 
is a global Jewish 
beit midrash. I have 
committed myself 
to making this 
happen,Ó he said. 
HerzogÕs vision 
was to have a 
Ò#rst-of-its-kind global council for 
Jewish dialogueÓ, which is the aim 
that will follow what he called Kol 
HaÕam Ð Voice of the People: "e 

IsraelÕs president launches global initiative to promote Jewish unity
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PresidentÕs Initiative for Worldwide 
Jewish Dialogue.

ÒIt will be a place where we can 
engage in serious, sensitive, and 
strategic discussions on the most 

complex and pressing issues facing our 
people,Ó Herzog said. ÒIt will be a place 
where we formulate concrete proposals 
and put into action items to address 
them. But, most importantly, it will be 
a place to cultivate the next generation 
of Jewish leaders. I consider this to be 
its most important function.Ó

Herzog wants the initiative to foster 
dialogue between Jewish communities 
around the world and to advise him 
on the core challenges facing them. He 
wants to build Jewish leadership which 
can make its voice heard in honest and 
strategic discussion about sensitive 
and vital issues, according to his o!ce. 
To this end, he has brought on board 
the Jewish Agency for Israel and the 
World Zionist Organisation as key 
partners.

"e Voice of the People will then 
lead to the establishment of a forum 
under the auspices of the o!ce of 
the president of Israel. Made up of 
members representing global Jewry 
selected by the president, the advisory 
council will advise the president on 
core challenges, including growing rifts 

between Jewish communities around 
the world. It will then be tasked with 
taking action to advance collaborative 
projects and foster future leadership 
across the Jewish world.

"e president 
has invited 
global Jewish 
communities 
to a broad 
consultation 
process in 14 
major Jewish 
centres, across 
six continents, to 
contribute to his 
vision of a global 
council for Jewish 
dialogue.

"is series of 
what he called 
Òstrategic labsÓ 
will be facilitated 

by international consulting #rm 
Deloitte, with the support of the 
Jewish Agency and World Zionist 
Organisation, over June and early July. 
Johannesburg will be the location for 
the Jews of Africa. "e other locations 
include Israel, North America (New 
York, Miami, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Mexico City, Toronto), South America 
(Buenos Aires, S‹o Paolo), Europe 
(London, Paris, Budapest), and 
Australia (Melbourne). "ere will also 
be virtual labs in English and Hebrew.

"ough heÕs excited about this new 
direction, Herzog said Israel had a 
lot to celebrate on its 75th birthday. 
ÒHanging in the balance between life 
and death in the War of Independence 
in 1948, we survived. On the ashes of 
the greatest tragedy in our peopleÕs 
history, the Shoah, we rose up again 
with the unbeatable spirit that de#nes 
our people.Ó

Over 75 years, Israel Òcultivated a 
thriving centre of Jewish and Israeli 
life that is creative, warm, bold, and 
innovativeÓ, he said.

ÒWe have woven a rich and beautiful 

human tapestry. We have built an 
army Ð a peopleÕs army Ð which brings 
people together from every walk of life 
to protect our nation. Among them are 
hundreds of lone soldiers, who choose 
to hear the calling from around the 
world and come to Israel without their 
families to defend our nation.

ÒWe have blossomed across so many 
#elds. And we have harnessed our 
creative power and entrepreneurial 
spirit to be a force of good in the world, 
bringing ourselves to the frontline 
of solutions to the most pressing 
needs of our times. "e Jewish people 
throughout the globe, our Jewish 
diaspora, has contributed immensely 
to this nation-building project that is 
Israel. And it has been nourishing for 
both sides.Ó

However, ÒWe can also acknowledge 
that there are some concerning trends 
in our peoplehood. We recognise them, 
not to lament our fate or be critical, 
blaming, or despairing, but as a #rst 
measure in responding to them.Ó

He said he believed the growing gaps 
between diaspora communities and 
Israel could be successfully worked 
out in the best way Jewish people 
know how Ð through discussion. ÒOur 
Jewish culture is one that celebrates 
the living vitality of discourse, of 
contact between di$erent people 
and di$erent positions, even, and 
especially, when they donÕt agree. ItÕs 
one that recognises that, in order to 
grow, we need to be able to bring a 
genuine receptiveness to listening and 
learning and really hearing each other,Ó 
the president said.

ÒWhatÕs at stake in our lives is more 
than the fate of one generation. In 
this moment, we, the living, are Israel. 
For the sake of everything we have 
achieved and everything we aspire 
to achieve, letÕs commit to working 
together, hand in hand, shoulder to 
shoulder, to shape our shared future. 
And write the next chapter in the story 
of our people.Ó

Israeli President Isaac Herzog at Yom Hazikaron commemorations at the Kotel

ÒPortraits are serious business. YouÕre trying to capture an 
essence. But how? I donÕt know these people. IÕll never know 
them. Political people have different sides to them Ð public and 
private. We all do, but I feel itÕs more the case with politicians 
Ð itÕs more polarised. I can read up about these people, but the 
person youÕre trying to capture in that portrait is the private 
person. That isnÕt easy.Ó

Each portrait took about three weeks to paint: ÒOne week of 
mathematics and doubt, the rest painting and relief when it 
works!Ó All portraits are acrylic on canvas, one meter square, 
except for [David] Ben-Gurion, which is 1.8m x 1.2m to 

accommodate his iconic hairline. Each 
concentric circle on the white canvas is 
made up of five layers of colour.

A 50-page coffee table book, with text in 
English, Hebrew, and French, was created 
to accompany the exhibition and make the 
collection more accessible. The portraits 
arenÕt for sale, and itÕs hoped that the 
exhibition will travel to other cities around 
the world, eventually finding a permanent 
home in a leading Israeli institution.

ÒThey were all challenging, but 
[Menachem] Begin was possibly my favourite because IÕd never 
tried to do glasses before,Ó says Rain. ÒGlasses are thin, and thatÕs 
not easy in my style. I also wanted to try capturing that refraction 
of light on the cheek that gives the portrait character. Luckily, 
his glasses were quite thick, as was the style of the day, so I had a 
little room to play with.Ó

His advice to other South African artists looking to establish 
themselves is to Òlisten to all the advice that established artists 
give you, and then realise that none of it will apply. But find out 
what they struggled with. Remember that art is a conversation. 
You have an idea. It stays in your head. This is the actual art. The 
painting, sculpture, or installation is simply an expression of this 
art. Art is a conversation between you and the viewer or patron. 
DonÕt forget this. ItÕs a conversation. DonÕt just shout Ð you also 
need to listen.Ó

He emphasises that he couldnÕt have done this project without 
Zaidel. ÒThis is MyronÕs vision. HeÕs the one that has a deep 
cultural interest in these leaders. Myron chose to explore and 
express them in this way. If thereÕs any appreciation or credit for 
this body of work, itÕs owed entirely to him.Ó

Being the 75th anniversary of the state, ÒI found this series to 
be a perfect fit for premiering the collection in Israel,Ó says Zaidel. 
ÒIÕll enjoy sharing the collection with as many people as possible, 
and creating interest for the work to be exhibited elsewhere. IÕm 
excited to play an active part of celebrating the occasion.Ó

For him, aliya was Òdifficult in that we have left our home and 
immediate close family in South Africa. However, itÕs a positive 
move in that as a retired couple, thereÕs a better quality of life to 
be had. I believe our aliya was made in the time it was meant to 
be.Ó

If a suitable opportunity arose, he said he would consider 
bringing the collection to South Africa.

His advice to aspiring artists hoping to establish themselves is 
to Òbe original, be unique, be interesting, and do whatever you do 
with passion.Ó

IsraelÕs prime ministers canvassed in 
full colour
>>Continued from page 4

IsraelÕs Þrst prime 
minister, David Ben-Gurion
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! read on social media this week that on Yom 
Hashoah, weÕre reminded of what happened 
when we didnÕt have a Jewish state and Yom 

Hazikaron is a reminder of the huge cost of 
preserving Israel. As the Jewish people, weÕve 
experienced great loss throughout our history, but 
weÕve also known in the past 75 years the joy of 
being able to celebrate having a Jewish state.

There have been way too many losses for one 
nation, and we mourn every single life lost, but the 
joy of 75 years of a Jewish state is a phenomenal 
reason to celebrate.

And celebrate is what weÕre doing in this edition of the SA Jewish Report.  
Am Yisrael Chai!

Generally in this newspaper, we bring you the good, bad, and ugly of what we 
as South African Jews experience and what goes on in Israel, a country indelibly 
linked to each one of us. But, this week, we look at what we have to be hugely proud 
of in the country to which we are linked.

Though there are some who differ with me on this, I believe the history of the 
Jews and the history of Israel is one story, and weÕre linked whether we like it or 
not.

We may not always agree with every single thing that happens there, but weÕre 
proud of what Israelis have achieved in 75 years. They took a desert and turned it 
into a fertile oasis. They took a country that had nothing, and turned it into the 
Start-up Nation, brimful of incredible high tech and other innovation.

Israelis know how to live with passion and determination Ð and they do it with 
every inch of themselves.

Right now, the country is in a difficult situation politically, but I have no doubt 
that come what may, it will be sorted out. Not everyone will be happy with the 
outcome, but then I guess there will never be a time that we agree on everything. 
WeÕre Jews after all. We all think we know whatÕs best and, can I be so bold as to say 
that often we do?

In truth, we donÕt have a choice but to sort things out in Israel, no matter what it 
takes.

Having spent a week in Eastern Europe recently, itÕs truly painful to see what 
happens when Jews donÕt have a Jewish state. And that should haunt every one 
of us Ð inside and outside Israel Ð enough to find a way to find resolutions to the 
problems.

ItÕs also clear that as Jews, we have enough enemies, we donÕt need to make 
enemies of each other. So, we need to find a way to accept what others say and 
believe, but not hold it against them because the truth is that weÕre on the same 
side.

WeÕre on the side of ensuring the continuation and growth of Israel and the 
Jewish world. WeÕre one and, while weÕre separate and have so many different views 
and opinions, we all want to live in peace without having to feel afraid. We may 
live our lives slightly differently. We may look different. We may come from 
different parts of the world with different experiences. I may be a Litvak and 
you may be a Sephardi, but weÕre all Jews.

I took my family to celebrate Yom HaÕatzmaut on Tuesday night at Yeshiva 
College, and what a joyous occasion it was. It was delightful to see people I saw 
last week and others I hadnÕt seen since school days. It looked like there were 
thousands of people there, and everyone was having a fabulous time. There was 
such warmth and genuine good cheer, I wanted to bottle it and keep it with me 
to remember how well we go together. And how strong we are when we work as 
one.

We have a unique and special community here, which is another thing that 
I couldnÕt help but celebrate when I was out of this country. We may bicker 
sometimes, but we really do work together for the betterment of all of us.

Testimony to this is the fact that in this very edition, Saul Tomson, who 
runs the Chevrah Kadisha, vows that no matter what happens to government 
subsidies, the Chev wonÕt let the less fortunate, the elderly, or the needy in our 
community down. I donÕt know how he or others manage, but therein lies the 
secret to this incredible community.

Israel, too, has that innate sense of survival. Though this one disagrees with 
that one, and this party pushes the buttons of that party, at the end of the day, 
they will continue to stand together against their enemies.

It seems so pointless that we let differences get in the way of getting to that 
point. ThereÕs so much to celebrate in Israel. Putting together this edition Ð 
which I am sure youÕll agree is something to be proud of Ð was a joy.

ItÕs not difficult to celebrate what Israel means to us.
When I close my eyes, I picture walking down the promenade of Tel Aviv beach 

and then stopping off at Nachalat Binyamina market before continuing my stroll to 
Neve Tzedek. This makes me smile and feel happy. I long to do that again soon.

For others, their joy may be walking through the old city of Jerusalem, spending 
time on kibbutz, visiting family, or a myriad of different experiences. But, for the 
most part, we all have that special feeling about Israel, no matter what we think 
about the politics.

Politics will find its place in this newspaper, as will lots of other issues, but this 
week, our team is only too happy to celebrate the Jewish state as it turns 75. May 
Israel go from strength to strength, and may it find peace on all fronts.
Am Yisrael Chai!

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

-./*!%&0.1")$!"#$%&'()*+', Diaspora just as critical in 
IsraelÕs power era

"  few years ago, an important shift occurred 
in the distribution of world Jewry. Israel 
became the country with the worldÕs 

largest Jewish population, taking over from 
the United States. As this demographic trend 
continues in IsraelÕs 75th year, it will soon have 
more Jews than the rest of the world combined. 
Such a situation hasnÕt existed since before the 
destruction of the !rst Temple.

"is heralds a new era in Jewish-Israel relations. 
For instance, some kinds of Jewish law are 
considered to be in e#ect when the majority of 
Jews live in the land. More than that, it has already 
started to re$ect a change in the power relations 
between Israel and the diaspora. For most of 
the past 75 years, the diaspora tended to be the 
larger voice as it helped and supported Israel in 
its journey from establishment to fully $edged 
country. In the new era, Israel is likely to be the 
key driver of the global Jewish conversation.

As one looks back on 75 years of the birth of the 
state of Israel, just a few years after the horrors 
of the Holocaust, itÕs remarkable how many 
insurmountable challenges have been overcome. 
Creating a viable state, building a modern 
economy, supporting aliya from Ethiopia, Yemen, 
and Russia, developing self-su%ciency in water, 
agriculture, health, and defence, and providing a 
robust democratic framework for a multicultural 
society have all been achieved (while having to 
handle numerous existential security risks).

"ese achievements shouldnÕt be credited to 
Israel alone as they also belong to Jews in the 
diaspora who contributed time, money, political 
support, and military service to the creation of 
the state. South African Jewry has a particularly 
rich history in this regard, with our community 
sending more money to help establish Israel per 
capita than any other community in the world Ð in 
some cases, selling precious silver family heirlooms 
to help generate cash. South African Jews were 
also key to the establishment of the Israeli air 
force. South Africans served in various capacities 
to support Israel during wartime. Sadly, many paid 
the ultimate price.

"is 75th anniversary presents us with an 
incredible potential vision for our next chapter. 
Imagine a future where Jews safely live in their 
land, practise their faith, live their values, and 
engage with Jewish and non-Jewish communities 
around the world. Israel, already a hi-tech, fully 
developed economy, is able to expand these 
opportunities across its population sectors, 
creating new pathways to success and the 
conditions to promote peace further with its 
neighbours. Access to new, scalable technologies, 
an ethic of tikkun olam, and some good-old-
fashioned chutzpah, ensures that Jews globally 
are able to tackle some of humanityÕs greatest 
concerns in areas such as food security, medicine, 
and water provision.

As Jews living in Africa, we know this vision 

is particularly pertinent on the 
continent. "eodor Herzl himself wrote, ÒOnce I 
have witnessed the redemption of the Jews, my 
people, I wish also to assist in the redemption of 
the Africans.Ó South African Jews, wherever they 
may live, are well placed to be a bridge to bring 
Israeli solutions to African problems.

But we dare not be complacent, both the Jewish 
kingdom ruled by David and Solomon, and the 
state created the Maccabean revolt each lasted 
only about 80 years as uni!ed political entities. 
We shouldnÕt take the stability and unity of Israel 
for granted. "e collapse of these entities was a 
prelude to division, civil war, and the eventual exile 
of Jews to far-$ung corners of the world and the 
loss of our sovereignty in the holy land. History 
warns us that it was internal divisions, economic, 
political, and religious, that were as important as 
external enemies in the demise of these polities. 
"erefore, it reminds us that an independent 
Jewish nation is as precious as it is fragile, and itÕs 
up to all of the Jewish world to play our part in 
maintaining it.

We need to be vigilant to guard Jewish unity 
and solidarity as we continue to debate political 
and economic issues and how our Jewish values 
underpin the society weÕve built over the decades. 
We simply donÕt have the luxury of being divided 
in our international climate.

"e invasion of Ukraine by Russia has shown 
the need Ð should we require a reminder Ð of a 
Jewish state that can provide a place of refuge 
for Jews around the world at a momentÕs notice. 
"is continues to be under threat by heavily 
armed Islamist extremist groups that exist on 
all of IsraelÕs borders, making use of rockets and 
conventional armaments aimed at cities, and acts 
of terrorism against civilians.

Iran, a human rights violating theocracy thatÕs 
especially loathing of women and minorities, 
continues its work to create a nuclear weapon 
nearby. "is, while some in the West continue 
to drive a campaign of delegitimisation and 
boycotts against Israel in the media and civil 
society. "is results in growing antisemitic threats 

against diaspora 
communities 
around the world.

Without full 
security and 
confronting and 
defeating these 
evils, weÕll never 
be able to have 
true peace with 
all of IsraelÕs 
neighbours.

South African 
Jewry has an 
important role to 
play here as well. 
Our country has 
been the host and 
staging ground 
for the pernicious 
establishment 
of the apartheid 
analogy, which 

has been exported globally. Playing a part in the 
process of debunking this lie is something that 
we are uniquely positioned to assist with. "ereÕs 
no reason why South Africa and Israel shouldnÕt 
be on friendly, co-operative terms. As the African 
National Congress and its fellow travellers 
continue to slide into political irrelevance, we 
should take the opportunity to bring our two 
societies closer in whatever way we can.

As we celebrate 75 years with Israel as South 
African Jewry, our connection gives us strength 
and a place amongst global Jewry to continue 
playing a part in the next unfolding chapter of the 
Jewish people. Am Yisrael Chai.

¥  Benji Shulman is director of public policy at  
the South African Zionist Federation.

OPINION BENJI SHULMAN

IsraelÕs hi-tech and fully developed economy 
presents many opportunities for the future
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Boats and bullets Ð South African veterans remember 1948 war

Joe Woolf

Dr Hymie Goldblatt

Harold ÔSmokyÕ Simon, Dr Hymie Goldblatt, Dr Hyman 
Josman, Ruth Stern, and Sim Manor
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Sheba Provides Hope Without Boundaries Around the World. Be a Part of It.  
To donate and learn more, contact: Naomi Hadar, Executive Director Phone: +27-82-90-777-28 | Email: naomi@shebamed.co.za
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Lights, water, action Ð Israel makes a difference in Africa

BlueGreen Water Technologies deploys its water treatment from the air at Setumo Dam in the North West Province

IsraAID rolling out COVID-19 
vaccines in Eswatini in March 2021



Join the ÒJewish Travel GuruÓ in Lithuania and Poland Join the ÒJewish Travel GuruÓ in Lithuania and Poland 
for an unforgettable experience!for an unforgettable experience!

Shabbat in Vilna 
with Hugh Raichlin

Meet the local community, and 
enjoy a walking tour of the old 
city where the Gaon of Vilna lived. 
Discover the beautiful city of 
Kaunas (Kovno). After a short ß ight 
to Warsaw on Sunday morning, you 
can visit the famous city of Lublin 
and then Krak—w, where Klezmer 
music is still played at concerts in 
this ancient city which has deep 
Jewish roots.
 
Explore the roots of Zionism, the 
enlightenment and Chassidism, 
and marvel at the massive 
contribution that Jews have 
made to Europe and to the world. 
Gain some perspective on the 
Holocaust, and walk with pride in 
the footsteps of our forefathers. 
Together, we will honour those on 
whose shoulders we are carried to 
this day.

For more information or to book contact      +27 83 377 1908      Jerulita Tours (for itinerary): bit.ly/jerulita2023
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The privilege of being born before 1948
RABBI RAMON WIDMONTE OPINION
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HEATHER DJUNGA

#haron Shtrachman will never forget 
that awful moment in 2015 when 
she and her husband, Miki, received 

the call to say that their daughter, Lee 
(now 27), who was on border patrol in 
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), had been 
injured. A terrorist had rammed his car 
into Lee. Then, with a knife in his hand, 
he chased her through the streets of 
Jerusalem.

Shtrachman described the harrowing 
trip to the hospital to find her daughter as 
Òthe hardest momentÓ in her life. ÒI knew 
the child I gave to the army, but that child 
was very different to the one I got back,Ó 
she told the SA Jewish Report.

Her daughter sustained injuries to 
her legs, chest, and head, and their 
extent meant she would have to undergo 
an extensive two-and-a-half-year 
rehabilitation. ÒIt isnÕt just the physical 
wounds which are left after a soldier is 
injured,Ó Shtrachman, who also has two 
sons, aged 30 and 22, explained. ÒThereÕs 
also emotional trauma, specifically post-
traumatic-stress disorder (PTSD), to 
overcome.Ó

The Shtrachmans were in South 
Africa this week as a guest of Sydenham 
Shul for this weekÕs Yom Hazikaron 
commemoration. They head up the 
operations of Belev Echad, an organisation 
which helps wounded IDF soldiers recover. 
They travelled with Dana Ofir (25), a 
former IDF soldier who, after being 
wounded in a terrorist attack in 2016, has 
used her story to inspire formerly wounded 
soldiers. Like Lee, Ofir was the survivor of 
a car ramming.

ÒFor as long as I can remember, I was 
stubborn and always followed my dreams. 
I wanted to have an impact on the people 
in the army. There were obstacles in my 
way to becoming an officer, but I made it 
happen,Ó she said.

Ofir said she was on an education trip to 
Jerusalem on the last days of her officerÕs 
course. ÒWe visited a beautiful spot with a 
view of Jerusalem, called Armon Hanatziv, 
when everything went black in a second. 

A terrorist driving a truck like 
a madman ran over the group 
of cadets. I was among them.Ó 
The group was left devastated: 
15 soldiers were injured, 
four killed, and three others, 
including Ofir, were seriously 
injured.

Ofir spent two months in 
a wheelchair following the 
accident and then some time 
afterwards trying to regain her 
courage to live, struggling, as 
many wounded soldiers do, with PTSD. ÒThe 
rehabilitation process was exhausting and 
demanding. I did physiotherapy four days a 
week, for three hours at a time,Ó she said.

Like Ofir, ShtrachmanÕs daughter, Lee, 

had a long recovery period. ÒThe doctor 
said she would never walk again, however, 
she was determined, as were we.Ó Following 
intensive therapy, Lee is now walking again. 
ÒWe believe sheÕs a miracle, even though she 
still lives with PTSD and has some problems 

with her legs,Ó Shtrachman said.
ÒMany who have been involved in war 

or the target of terrorism cannot sleep at 
night. All the time, they are looking around 
to see if someone might attack,Ó she said. 
ÒSome get nervous when thereÕs a loud 
voice. Some need to be assured constantly 
that everything is ok. They might 
experience problems in their relationships. 
Some find it hard to walk.Ó

Her daughterÕs trauma isnÕt over. ÒShe 
feels sick because of ongoing surgery 
and struggles with PTSD. But we help 

to remind her and the others that they 
are heroes,Ó Shtrachman said. ÒOn Yom 
Hazikaron, we remember those who have died, 
however there are soldiers who, while they 

Rehabilitated soldiers share hope and inspiration

Jews born after 1948 have lived with 
the peace of mind in knowing that 

there is a state of Israel

Dana Ofri, Miki and Sharon Shtrachman, 
Rebbetzin Estee and Rabbi Yehuda Stern

Continued on page 10>>
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Yom Hazikaron remembers victims as IsraelÕs toll mounts

Dana OÞr

Chief Rabbi 
Dr Warren 
Goldstein

Rehabilitated soldiers share hope and inspiration
>>Continued from page 9

continue to live, inside are dying,Ó 
Shtrachman said. ÒThese are the ones we 
need to honour and uplift.Ó

She recounted the story of a young soldier 
who lost three friends in an attack in Israel. 
ÒHe didnÕt want to come out of his room. 
However, we took him step by step through 
recovery, noticing that he loved to watch 
cooking tutorials on YouTube. Today, heÕs 
the chef in a house supporting recovering 
wounded soldiers.Ó

Ofir spoke of the most memorable 
moment of her recovery. ÒWithin six 
months, contrary to medical predictions, I 
started to run. The first time, I was able to 
run for five minutes. Those few moments 
were the happiest I remember.Ó

She said her injury had been a good 
excuse for her to be released from the IDF, 
but she didnÕt want to accept it as she felt 
she had to Òcomplete her missionÓ. She 
fought to reclaim her position as a combat 
fitness officer, eventually succeeded, and 
was put in charge of two combat battalions 

of 500 soldiers each.
After serving the IDF in this capacity 

for five years, she was released and is now 
working as a group fitness trainer and 
studying sports therapy. Her new mission 
is to Òhelp friendsÓ.

ÒMy wife and I were privileged to host 
the guests from Belev Echad in our home, 
and to see their resilience and faith,Ó said 
Sydenham Shul Rabbi Yehuda Stern.

ÒThey connected more with G-d after the 
accident, and have a mission and stories 
to share to inspire Jews of the diaspora. 
The Jewish community can learn humility 
from their stories Ð realising how we are so 
vulnerable as humans and ultimately, are 
in the hands of Hashem.Ó

The rabbi said the shul was proud to 
partner with Belev Echad in bringing this 
message of hope to the community. ÒItÕs 
so moving, so powerful that before we 
celebrate the independence of Israel, we 
remember those who have suffered and 
have sacrificed their lives for the state of 
Israel,Ó he said.
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Israeli Ambassador Eli Belotsercovsky

HANNA RESNICK

ÒEven before the state of Israel existed, the Jewish people 
paid a heavy price, the heaviest price of all, for our land,Ó 
Israeli Ambassador Eli Belotsercovsky said at the Israeli 
EmbassyÕs Yom Hazikaron memorial on Tuesday, 25 April. 
ÒItÕs tragic that even today, 75 years after Israel joined other 
nations as the only Jewish state in the world, this number 
continues [to grow].Ó

!e ambassador said, ÒIn total, 24 213 men and women 
have sacri"ced 
their lives 
defending our 
Jewish state 
and 4 255 have 
been murdered 
by terrorists. 
Since the last 
independence 
day, 194 new 
names have 
appeared on this 

frightening roster.Ó
He praised those who fought for the state of Israel, saying 

that Òevery one of them is a model of courage and ultimate 
devotionÓ. He also emphasised 
the support Israel has received 
from the South African Jewish 
community since 1948. ÒEver 
since the establishment of 
the state of Israel, the Jewish 
community of South Africa has 
always been there,Ó he said. 
ÒIn the War of Independence, 
700 Jewish members of the 
community volunteered to "ght 
for Israel.Ó !is was the highest 
number of volunteers from any Jewish community around 
the world after the United States, Belotsercovsky said.

Tzvi Wagner, who lost his brother, Dani, during the Yom 
Kippur War, lit the memorial torch in the Israeli embassy 
garden. !is year marks 50 years since the Yom Kippur War, 
in which 2 565 Israelis died during 19 days of war.

!e wreath of the bereaved families was laid by Sigalit 

Tighe, who lost her brother, David Eshel, in 1972, and Jessie 
Kay, who lost her grandson, Eli Kay, in a terror attack in 
2021.

!ese were just a few of the many members of the South 
African Jewish community who have lost loved ones in 
Israel who were guests at the memorial event in Pretoria 
this week.

Many were brought to tears by Ò!e Missed ChanceÓ, 
recited by Israel Centre Head Liat Amar Arran, which 
describes the life that young soldiers and victims never got 
to live. ÒWe remember who they were, but the real pain is 
because we will never know who they could have been,Ó she 
read.

!e memorial ended in an atmosphere of hope in spite of 
remembrance of terrible loss and tears shed.

Speaking to the bereaved families, the ambassador said, 
Ò!ereÕs no consolation for your loss, nothing that can be 
said or done that can "ll the terrible void that you feel, the 
constant pain that has no cure. I want to say only that you 
are part of us. You have combined your faith with faith in 
the state of Israel, and youÕll never be alone. I hope and pray 
that weÕll be worthy of the act of heroism of your beloved.Ó

ÒYouÕre not alone,Ó ambassador tells families of fallen

Sigalit Tighe
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YouÕll never look at the  
Torah  the same way again.

What would it be like to take 
in the Þve books of the Torah 
as a complete, organic entity? 
Not a bit here or there, but a 
solid grasp of how it all Þts 
together, with a grounding in 
all the foundation concepts? 

This pioneering course from 
London School of Jewish 
Studies, under Rabbi Lord 
Jonathan Sacks ztzÕl, has given 
thousands of people worldwide 
Ð including hundreds of South 
Africans from yeshiva students to 
beginners Ð a paradigm-shifting 
perspective in just six sessions!

ItÕs your turn now. 
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No knowledge of Hebrew or 
extensive background is needed 

Each session is 2 hours

This course is interactive and  
takes place in person only Ð  
in Gallo Manor, Johannesburg 

Try the Þrst session for free!

E&OE, TÕs and CÕs apply.

 (+27) 010 140 2099  (+27) 084 473 2574  courses@theacademy.org.za   
 TheAcademy.org.za  The Academy of Jewish Thought & Learning

We never turn away anyone for Þnancial reasons - contact us for details.

Scan the  
QR code  
to sign up  
or use the  
link below:

bit.ly/torah-nutshell-sandton-2023

6 TUESDAY NIGHTS
STARTS MAY 16th   
@ 19h30

TALI FEINBERG
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There from the start: IsraelÕs pioneers and Þghters
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Bnei Akiva
!ereÕs nowhere quite like the land of Israel. 
!e air there is di"erent Ð not just in the 
way that itÕs thick and humid in summer and 
biting and cold in winter. When you step onto 
Israeli soil, youÕre surrounded by spirituality. 
ItÕs impossible to feel anything other than 
hope and awe when the very paths you walk 
speak of our deep Jewish history, echoing the 
footsteps of our forefathers and foremothers, 
and carrying the legacy of our European 
ancestors after the Holocaust. !e Jerusalem 
stones practically buzz with the sound of 
prayer, and the aromas of spicy Israeli food 
permeates the streets of the many cities, 
yishuvim, and moshavim.

In Israel, Jews are able to live an 
authentically Jewish life. Surrounded by 
kosher food, by shuls, and an abundance of 
Jewish tradition, thereÕs truly no easier place 
to be a Jew. ItÕs because of this that Israel 
resonates so much with us. Home is a space 
of comfort, familiarity, warmth, welcoming, 
and these are only a few of the words one 
conjures up when imagining Israeli life. Is 
there anything more exciting than seeing 

street signs with Hebrew, Arabic, and English 
lettering? Is there anything as beautiful as 
walking Israeli streets, seeing Shabbat candles 
in the windows, beautiful Mezuzahs on 
doorposts, and hearing little children with 
kippot singing the tunes of zemirot?

Israel is embedded within our souls as Jews, 

and at Bnei Akiva, itÕs 
an integral part of 
our Jewish identity. 
Our past, present, 
and future all reside 
within the historical 
framework of eretz 
Yisrael Ð the land being 
as much a spiritual 
home as it is a physical 
one. ItÕs because of 
this that Israel is so 
important to us. Israel 
therefore remains Ð and 
will forever remain Ð a 
pillar of our movement 
and of the Jewish 
people as a whole.
Dani Sack Ð Rosh 
Logistics

Habonim Dror
As a prominent Jewish youth movement, 
Habonim Dror Southern Africa has a love 
and connection with Israel. Our constitution 
says it best when it recognises Israel as the 

Òcentral physical, 
cultural, and spiritual 
space for the Jewish 
people that demands 
full participation 
from diasporic Jewish 
communities in 
shaping its futureÓ. 
It goes on to describe 
Israel as Òan ongoing 
project for Jewish 
liberation thatÕs in 
a state of constant 
revolution toward 
justice pioneered by 
youth amongst other 
groupsÓ.

!ese sentiments remain at the forefront 
of our movementÕs activities, as we aim to 
educate and instil a love for Israel in our 
movement members. ItÕs for this reason that 
Habonim chaverim feel a strong connection to 
IsraelÕs history and culture and see Israel as a 
critical part of their identity as Jews.

Habonim also loves Israel for the 
commonalities the state and our movement 
share, one of them being a commitment to 
social justice. In addition to Judaism and 
Zionism, service to humanity is one of our 
three primary pillars, which means that we 
are committed to promoting social justice 
and equality in Israel and around the world. 
Habonim members believe that Israel can be 
a model for a just, equitable society, and weÕre 
committed to working towards that goal. 
Israel is a vibrant and dynamic country with 
a thriving culture, diverse population, and 
growing economy. We ensure that as many of 
our movement members as possible are able to 
visit and build a connection with Israel through 
our various programmes in the country.

Ultimately, there are too many reasons 
to mention on why Habonim loves Israel. 
!e connection to the land, the shared 
commitment to social justice, the unique 
opportunities it o"ers, and the sense of 
community and belonging it provides are 
just a few. For members of Habonim Dror 
Southern Africa, Israel is more than just a 
place; itÕs a symbol of their Jewish identity 
and a source of inspiration and hope for a 
better future.
Mira Rudnick Ð Mazkira Klalit

Israel Ð why itÕs home from home for SA youth
For many, the South African Jewish youth movements are where our love of Israel is nurtured. We asked Bnei Akiva and 
Habonim Dror what Israel means to them on its 75th birthday.

Habonim  Dror

Bnei Akiva
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SA family meets miracle donor who saved daughterÕs life

Magda Lewandowska 
and Rachel Ancer

NICOLA MILTZ

" ell known Johannesburg Chabad rabbi, 
David Masinter, took a trip down memory 
lane when he heard of the recent passing 

of his long-time friend, legendary MAD Magazine 
cartoonist Al Ja!ee.

Ja!ee was 102 when he passed away on Monday,  
10 April, in Manhattan. He was the satirical magazineÕs 
longest-tenured contributor, who notably had a long-
time association with the Chabad Lubavitch movement. 
"is began with an introduction to the organisation by 
the Parys (Free State)-born Masinter four decades ago.

ÒWith the passing of Al Ja!ee, the world has lost 
a smile,Ó said Masinter, 64, this week of the famous 
illustrator behind MAD MagazineÕs famous Òfold-inÓ 
drawing, who, Masinter pointed out, retired at 99 years 
of age.

Masinter was 23 years old and #lled with chutzpah and 
the boldness of youth when he cold-called the venerable 
artist and asked him to put pencil to paper for  
!e Moshiach Times in 1983.

"e freshly ordained Masinter was put to work for 
ChabadÕs newly founded childrenÕs organisation, Tzivos 
Hashem, and was tasked with revitalising its childrenÕs 
magazine.

ÒIt was an incredible publication with great content, 
but it had no pictures. It needed something to spice it up 
and attract more youth,Ó said Masinter.

"inking out the box, Masinter told his colleagues heÕd 
try to approach the illustrators at MAD Magazine and 
see if theyÕd be willing to do cartoons for the childrenÕs 
magazine.

ÒI grew up reading MAD Magazine in the 1970s,Ó 
said Masinter, ÒIt was popular here in South Africa, 
and even though !e Moshiach Times was attracting 
new, young readers, I felt it could use an even more 
contemporary touch to reach a 
wider audience.Ó Today, 
Masinter is the director 
of Chabad House 
Johannesburg 
and the 
founder of 
Miracle 
Drive.

Masinter 
together 
with Rabbi 
Yerachmiel 
Benjaminson, the 
executive director of 
Tzivos Hashem, approached 
the head honcho at MAD Magazine, Al 
Feldstein, and asked for his best illustrators. "ey were 
introduced to Dave Berg, Al Ja!ee, and Joe Kubert, 
accomplished comic book artists.

ÒWe rocked up at Al Ja!eeÕs Manhattan apartment 
one day, and asked him to come on board,Ó Masinter 
told the SA Jewish Report. ÒHe said yes immediately.Ó So 
began a lifelong friendship between the spiritual Chabad 
emissary from South Africa and the down-to-earth, 
super talented artist, Òwith a sardonic sense of humour 
and a twinkle in his eyeÓ.

Ja!ee set to work to reinvent !e Moshiach TimesÕ 
cartoon character called Ò"e ShpyÓ.

"e Shpy was a part-fumbling secret agent and part-
Torah scholar, said Masinter, ÒHe dressed in a trench 
coat with his hat pulled over his eyes, and had an attachŽ 
case #lled with gadgets, tasked with doing battle against 
the yetzer hora [the evil inclination].Ó

ÒIt was a huge success, attracting thousands of young 

readers who couldnÕt wait for the next instalment of "e 
Shpy, which came out six times a year,Ó he said.

ÒIt was an absolute adventure to work with Al 
and MAD MagazineÕs amazing illustrators helping to 
transform the Chabad magazine into a worldwide 
magazine which reached thousands,Ó said Masinter.

Ò"e true de#nition of being frum is using your talents 
to improve yourself and the world. When he heard he 
could do something to help spread Yiddishkeit, he was 
there. "is was a special, G-dly man.Ó

Ja!e told Chabad.org magazine he enjoyed working 
on "e Shpy character. ÒHe isnÕt like Superman or some 
other hero; heÕs someone the kids can relate to. He 
stands up to the Hamans and the bad guys of the world, 
protecting Jewish children.Ó

Masinter as well as other Chabad rabbis such as Rabbi 
Dovid Sholom Pape, spent a lot of time with Ja!ee.

ÒWeÕd meet at his apartment or his studio, both #lled 
with artefacts, packed with stu! from $oor to ceiling. 
Sometimes weÕd spend up to two and a half hours just 
talking, chatting about the world and life. "ereÕd be 
some Torah insights, but mostly I learnt more from him. 
We were both thirsty to learn,Ó he said.

It was during those interactions that Masinter learnt 
about Ja!eeÕs layered childhood.

Ja!ee was born in Savannah, Georgia, in 1921 to 
Morris and Mildred Ja!ee, two Jewish immigrants 
from Zarasai, Lithuania. ÒNamed Abraham, he spent his 
childhood quite literally being shuttled between the two 
worlds of America and Lithuania,Ó said Masinter.

ÒWhen he was a little boy of six, his ultra-religious 
mother left the United States, taking him and his three 
brothers back to her birthplace in Lithuania. Life in a 
shtetl wasnÕt easy for them. "ey were poor, heÕd say.Ó

His father would send him comics from America, 
which left an indelible impression on Ja!ee.

When Hitler rose to power in 1933, Morris managed 
to bring three of his four sons back to America. 

In 1940, the fourth son was smuggled 
back to America, Mildred 

stayed behind and tragically 
perished in the Holocaust.

Ja!ee began drawing 
for MAD Magazine 
around 1955. He 
created the famous 
fold-in, which gave 

readers of MAD 
Magazine a satirical 

double-take on whatever 
was going on in the news.

Explained by the New York 
Times, the fold-in was an illustration-

with-text feature on the inside of the magazineÕs 
back cover that seemed at #rst glance to deliver a 
straightforward message. When the page was folded 
in thirds, however, both illustration and text were 
transformed into something entirely di!erent and 
unexpected, often with a Òliberal-leaning or authority-
defying messageÓ.

He was also known for inventing MADÕs ÒSnappy 
Answers to Stupid QuestionsÓ.

ÒAl was so talented, yet humble,Ó said Masinter. ÒHeÕd 
often tell me that he was fresh out of ideas for his next 
MAD Magazine artwork, that he couldnÕt think of a thing 
to draw. "en, just as he was about to walk into the 
studio Ð interestingly on MAD-ison Avenue Ð an idea 
would suddenly come to him. He taught me that one 
should never give up.Ó

Ja!ee is survived by his children, Richard and Debora; 
two stepdaughters, Tracey and Jody; #ve grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren.

The MAD meeting that brought cartoonist to Chabad

Rabbi David Masinter 
and Al Jaffee
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/*").+*'#)&"%0$#2+20*'#)0##
+%S%+*#&.=*'#.+#$()$#)/*)#.+#01.$*#
of significant alcohol sales in that 
=.8.+.$45

Q+#)/*)0#028(#)0#R)=*4$%+#)+'#
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$()+#A\E"#)0#7*#-)$$&*'#$%#0(.1#
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*K2.1"*+$#$%#)88%""%')$*#
(2+'/*'0#%,#$(%20)+'0#%,#=%$*/0#
7*#]20$#'.'+!$#E+%7#7*/*#$(*/*5#
The presiding officer in one such 
&%8)$.%+#$%&'#"*#$(*#0$%/4#%,#)#
B;S4*)/S%&'#&)'4#7(%#0$%%'#.+#
$(*#02+#)&&#')43#7).$.+>#,%/#-)&&%$#
1)1*/0#$%#)//.=*5#I*#-*>>*'#(*/#$%#
>%#(%"*3#1/%".0.+>#$()$#(*#7%2&'#
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>)=*#$(*#.+0$/28$.%+#$%#1/.+$#$*+0#%,#".&&.%+0#%,#-)&&%$0#
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*+'*'3#)+'#R/#U%2$*/#J)00%+3#-*$$*/#E+%7+#)0##
^R/#R*)$(_3#$(*#(*)'#%,#$(*#8%2+$/4!0#8(*".8)&#)+'#
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9'=%8)$*#9+$(%+4#6$*.+3#$(*+#)#&)7#0$2'*+$#7%/E.+>#
,%/#"*3#>%$#8%=*/*'#.+#.+'*&.-&*#.+E#7(*+#)#1)&*$$*#
-/%E*#7(.&*#&%)'.+>#)#H)01*/#1%&.8*#=*(.8&*#$%#'*&.=*/#
)''.$.%+)&#.+E#$%#%+*#%,#$(*#0$/2>>&.+>#8%""2+.$.*05#
6$*.+#7)0#8%=*/*'#(*)'#$%#$%*#.+#.+E3#=.0.-&*3#(%7*=*/3#
%+&4#2+'*/#2&$/)=.%&*$#&.>($5#90#(*#()'+!$#4*$#=%$*'3#Q#
*08%/$*'#(."#$%#$(*#1%&&.+>#0$)$.%+#"40*&,#$%#8%+=.+8*#
the presiding officer who refused him a vote, as he was 
)&/*)'4#")/E*'#7.$(#.+'*&.-&*#.+E3#$()$#+%S%+*#7(%#=%$*'#
7)0#")/E*'#7.$(#.+'*&.-&*#.+E#%+#$(*./#&*>03#)/"03#(*)'3#
)+'#0(%2&'*/05

T.=*#(2+'/*'#$(%20)+'#*&*8$.%+#0$),,#/*8/2.$*'3#
$/).+*'3#)+'#'*1&%4*'#-4#:)M.+*#I)/$#'*&.=*/*'#$(*#
*&*8$.%+#.+#?a#<<<#&%8)$.%+0#)/%2+'#$(*#8%2+$/45#6*&")#
Browde, who was Johannesburg electoral officer, used 
(*/#>/)+'8(.&'/*+#$%#")/E#$(*#L)0/*8#0(%7>/%2+'0#7.$(#
0.>+0#$%#-/.+>#-)&&%$#-%M*0#,%/#8%2+$.+>#-*8)20*#+%#0$),,#
7*/*#)=).&)-&*3#)+'#-*8)20*#+%S%+*#()'#$%&'#(*/#$()$#0(*#
7)0#/*01%+0.-&*#,%/#$(*#8%2+$.+>#)0#7*&&5

O(*#*&*8$.%+#8)"*#)$#)#$."*#%,#8()%0#)+'#=.%&*+8*5#O(*#
9,/.E)+*/#U**/0$)+'0-*7*>.+>#X9,/.E)+*/#N*0.0$)+8*#
:%=*"*+$Y3#&*'#-4#P2>*+*#O*//*!J&)+8(*3#8%+01./*'#7.$(#
$(*#&*)'*/0#%,#$(*#^.+'*1*+'*+$_#J)+$20$)+#(%"*&)+'03#
$%#08211*/#$(*#*&*8$.%+05#N.>($S7.+>#*&*"*+$0#0*$#%,,#
bombs at the African National Congress (ANC) officers in 
G%()++*0-2/>#)+'#'*$%+)$*'#*M1&%0.=*0#)$#G)+#6"2$0#
9./1%/$#X+%7#FN#O)"-%#Q+$*/+)$.%+)&#9./1%/$Y5#I*&*+#
62b")+#01*+$#)#&%+>#7(.&*#08/*)".+>#)$#"*#-*8)20*#
0(*#7)0#,%/8*'#$%#(.'*#.+#)#1%&.8*#=*(.8&*#7(.&*#=.0.$.+>#
7()$#7)0#>*+*/)&&4#/*,*//*'#$%#)0#)+#*&*8$.%+#^+%#>%#
)/*)_5#O(*#Q+E)$()#T/**'%"#W)/$4#XQTWY#()'#$2/+*'#
")+4#%,#$(*#$%7+0(.10#)+'#(%0$*&0#.+$%#7)/#b%+*0#)0#.$#
)$$*"1$*'#$%#1/%$*8$#.$0#1/.=.&*>*'#1%0.$.%+#)+'#$(*#0$)$20#
%,#$(*#c2&2#E.+>#1/.%/#$%#)+4#*&*8$.%+5#O(*#QTW#")/8(#%+#
G%()++*0-2/>#7.$(#)$#&*)0$#?<#<<<#Q"1.0#)/"*'#7.$(#
)00*>).0#)+'#E+%-E*//.*0#/*02&$*'#.+#$(*#6(*&&#I%20*#
")00)8/*#7(.8(#)&%+*#&*,$#AB#1*%1&*#'*)'#.+#.$0#7)E*5#

O()$#"%/+.+>3#7(*+#Q#)//.=*'#)$#
my office, dead bodies littered the 
1)=*"*+$#%2$0.'*#%2/#-2.&'.+>5

d&$.")$*&43#W/.+8*#:)+>%02$(2#J2$(*&*b.#)+'#$(*#QTW#
7*/*#-/%2>($#.+$%#$(*#*&*8$.%+#7.$(#$(*#(*&1#%,#H%&.+#
H%&*")+#)+'#V*+4)+#'.1&%")$#U)0(.+>$%+#FE2"23#
),$*/#I*+/4#V.00.+>*/#()'#&*,$#.+#'*01)./5#90#1)/$#%,#$(*#
'*)&3#R*#V&*/E#K2.*$&4#0.>+*'#$(*#Q+>%+4)")#O/20$#98$#
.+$%#&)73#>.=.+>#$(*#c2&2#E.+>#"28(#%,#/2/)&#V7)c2&2S
Natal as a fiefdom.

U.$(#$(*#QTW#+%7#*+$*/.+>#.+$%#$(*#*&*8$.%+0#)+'#$(*#
ballot papers already printed overseas and flown in, tens 
of millions of IFP stickers were printed and affixed to the 
-%$$%"#%,#*)8(#-)&&%$#1)1*/5

O(*#*&*8$.%+#/*02&$0#7*/*#")>.8)&&4#-)&)+8*'5#O(*#
9LH#,).&*'#$%#)8(.*=*#)#$7%S$(./'0#")]%/.$43#$(*#L)$.%+)&#
W)/$4#0*82/*'#*+%2>(#=%$*0#$%#]20$.,4#R*#V&*/E#)#'*12$4#
1/*0.'*+843#)+'#$(*#QTW#7%2&'#()=*#W/.+8*#J2$(*&*b.#
.+#8)-.+*$#)0#".+.0$*/#%,#(%"*#),,)./05#Q$#7)03#.+#,)8$3#)#
+)$.%+)&#2+.$4#>%=*/+"*+$5

F+#B#:)4#ABBC3#Q#&)4#%+#$(*#&)7+0#%,#$(*#d+.%+#
J2.&'.+>#.+#W/*$%/.)#)+'#)"%+>0$#$(*#$(/%+>#%,#(2+'/*'0#
%,#$(%20)+'0#%,#1*%1&*3#Q#,*&&#)0&**15#Q#()'#+%$#0&*1$#.+#
7**E05

J&*00*'#-4#H(.*,#N)--.#H4/.&#I)//.03#:)+'*&)#$%%E#$(*#
oath of office on the stairs of the Union Building, as the 
first democratically elected president of South Africa.

9+'#0%3#?@#91/.&#-*8)"*#$(*#-./$(')4#%,#%2/#+)$.%+5#
Every five years we return to the ballot box and are given 
$(*#%11%/$2+.$4#$%#%=*/$(/%7#%2/#>%=*/+"*+$3#.+#)+#
%/'*/*'#)+'#1*)8*,2&#")++*/3#0(%2&'#7*#8(%%0*#$%#'%#
0%5
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Freedom: the pangs of birth
HOWARD SACKSTEINOPINION

Howard Sackstein and 
the late former President 

Nelson Mandela
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The bantamweight which  
lifts the world

! !"#$%!"&'&($)"(*+$"#,-.-&#"'$/!"$0&'"(#$
1"2-.!$./3/"$-#$&4($3#5-"#/$!&0"+3#'6$!"$!3'$
3$7+3#$8&($!&2$-/$2&4+'$+&&9:$;&("$/!3#$/!3/6$

!"$/!&4<!/$3=&4/$2!3/$5&#/(-=4/-&#$/!"$1"2-.!$./3/"$5&4+'$
<-,"$/&$/!"$2&(+':

>8$2"$0"3.4("$5&4#/(-".$355&('-#<$/&$/!"-($.-*"6$>.(3"+$
would be determined a flyweight, at the very most a 
bantamweight. Boxing metaphors aside, Israel is so tiny, 
it’s almost impossible to find the country on a map of the 
2&(+':

When disaster of any kind be it natural or otherwise 
occurs anywhere in the world, tiny Israel packs a mighty 
punch by responding immediately where needed.

?!"#$/!"$53++$<&".$&4/$@$3#'$","#$.&0"/-0".$2!"#$-/$
doesn’t – Israel is the first to respond. This even extends 
/&$5&4#/(-".$/!3/$>.(3"+$!3.$#&$8&(03+$'-7+&03/-5$/-".$2-/!$
because helping your fellow man in a time of crisis trumps 
politics every time.

Israel has a long history of humanitarian aid. It’s 
woven into the fabric of our society. Just 10 years after the 
founding of the modern state of Israel in 1948, the country 
adopted an official humanitarian aid agenda, providing vital 
relief to more than 140 countries.

%!-.$"88&(/$'&".#A/$B4./$5&0"$8(&0$/!"$>.(3"+$C"8"#."$
D&(5".$E>CDF$&($<&,"(#0"#/$(".&4(5".6$=4/$3+.&$GHI.$E#&#J
<&,"(#0"#/3+$&(<3#-.3/-&#.F$.45!$3.$KLML6$>.(3L-'6$D:>:N:O:%:6$
P#-/"'$)3/*3+3!6$Q3/"/$3#'$&/!"(.:$R,"#$/!"$P#-/"'$G3/-&#.$
EPGF$!3.$("5&<#-."'$>.(3"+$8&($-/.$5&#/(-=4/-&#:$N3("$7(3-."$
8(&0$/!-.$"0=-//"("'$-#./-/4/-&#S

Israel has a unique ability to dispatch search and 
rescue teams and field hospitals fast and effectively. 
Unfortunately, it’s a skill learned in difficult and sometimes 
/(3<-5$5-(540./3#5".6$=4/$-/A.$4."'$/&$!"+7$&/!"(.$-#$/-0".$&8$
'-./("..:

!"#$%&'#()'$"*%+"',('-&"'.(,-")'!-#-"*'#()'/+$0"1
In June 2021, a team of IDF Home Front Command elite 
."3(5!$3#'$(".54"$.&+'-"(.$'"73(/"'$8&($;-30-$-#$/!"$
United States following the devastating collapse of 12-floor 
apartment building Champlain Towers. It would be the first 
/"30$&8$(".54"(.$&4/.-'"$&8$/!"$P#-/"'$O/3/".$/&$3..-./$-#$3$
'&0"./-5$'-.3./"(:

The IDF mobilised to help again in February this 
year, when a deadly earthquake struck Turkey and Syria, 
+34#5!-#<$I7"(3/-&#$I+-,"$T(3#5!:

One of the first on 
/!"$<(&4#'6$>.(3"+A.$
/"30$.3,"'$/!"$
lives of 19 civilians. 
They also recovered 
5&4#/+"..$.&4+.$9-++"'$
by the earthquake. 
>/A.$-07&..-=+"$/&$
imagine what they 
2-/#".."'$3#'$2!3/$
7"&7+"$"#'4("'6$.45!$
-.$/!"$03<#-/4'"$&8$
this tragedy.

I7"(3/-&#$I+-,"$
T(3#5!$=(&4<!/$
/&<"/!"($,&+4#/""(.$
from many Israeli and 
1"2-.!$&(<3#-.3/-&#.$
including ZAKA, a NGO rescue and recovery organisation. 
UKLML$,&+4#/""(.$8(&0$>.(3"+$3#'$O&4/!$L8(-53$2&(9"'$
/&<"/!"(6$.!&4+'"($/&$.!&4+'"(6$3+&#<$2-/!$>CD$."3(5!$3#'$
(".54"$.&+'-"(.6V$.3-'$;-..-&#$)"3'$)3-0$I/03*<-#:

Israel also offered humanitarian aid to Syria (albeit 
through third parties). Syria doesn’t recognise Israel, 
and the two countries remain in a state of war. Syria’s 
5&07+-53/"'$-#/"(#3+$7&+-/-53+$-..4".$!307"("'$(".54"$
"88&(/.:$L-'$&(<3#-.3/-&#.$"W7(".."'$3#<"($3#'$8(4./(3/-&#$
/!3/$/!"$L..3'$("<-0"$23.#A/$3++&2-#<$045!$#""'"'$
!403#-/3(-3#$3-'$/&$<"/$/&$/!&."$2!&$#""'"'$-/$/!"$0&./:

I/!"($5&4#/(-".$>.(3"+$!3.$!"+7"'$-#5+4'"$;"W-5&6$
Armenia, Cambodia, Pakistan, Haiti, Nepal, Romania, 
Argentina, Croatia, Kenya, Turkey, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, and more.

2#*&#3
)"(*+$23#/"'$/!"$1"2-.!$/"#"/$&8$!"##$%&'()*$E("73-(-#<$/!"$
world) to be synonymous with the country he envisioned. In 
keeping with this philosophy, Israel’s foreign ministry has 
3$.7"5-3+$'"73(/0"#/$53++"'$;3.!3,6$2!-5!$-.$/!"$)"=("2$
acronym for “Israel’s Agency for International Development 

Co-operation” and today, there are 
projects all over the world, most notably on the African 
5&#/-#"#/:

Mashav contributes to developing countries in fields 
2!"("$>.(3"+$!3.$("+",3#/$"W7"(/-."6$355404+3/"'$'4(-#<$-/.$
own history as a young country facing similar challenges.

%!"$="+-"8$-.$/!3/$U/(3-#-#<$/!"$/(3-#"(.V$3#'$!403#$
capacity building are the best way to achieve maximum 
'","+&70"#/3+$-0735/:$R'453/-&#$3#'$/!"$/(3#.8"($&8$.9-++.$
-.$"07&2"(-#<$3#'$<43(3#/"".$.4./3-#3=+"$<(&2/!:

4%%"**'5*$#"6
When Russia invaded Ukraine, many were able to evacuate 
swiftly to neighbouring countries, but what about the 
'-.3=+"'X

L55"..$>.(3"+$4#'"(./&&'$/!"$#""'$/&$039"$.4("$/!3/$/!"$
solutions on the ground fit the most vulnerable, namely 
the elderly and those with disabilities, who are often left 
behind because of the complexity of arranging accessible 
",3543/-&#:$N"Y4"./.$8&($!"+7$8&($'-.3=+"'$7"&7+"$2-/!$
specific and unique needs started to pour in, and the Purple 
Z"./$;-..-&#$23.$=&(#6$"#.4(-#<$/!3/$,&+4#/""(.$2"("$&#$
hand to assist the most vulnerable get to safety in the most 
sensitive way possible.

!#3"'#'7&,6)8*'9"#$-
This organisation’s mission is simple – to perform as many 
+-8"J.3,-#<$7(&5"'4(".$&#$5!-+'("#$2-/!$+-8"J/!("3/"#-#<$
!"3(/$7(&=+"0.$3.$7&..-=+":$>.(3"+-$!403#-/3(-3#$
organisation Save a Child’s Heart, treats children suffering 
8(&0$5&#<"#-/3+$3#'$(!"403/-5$!"3(/$'-."3."$2!&$!3,"$+-//+"$
355"..$/&$53("$-#$/!"-($&2#$5&4#/(-".:

To date, more than 5 000 children have been brought to 
Israel from nearly 60 countries where they have little or no 
access to the medical care they need. It combines paediatric 
53("$2-/!$3#$-#J'"7/!$7&./J<(3'43/"$/(3-#-#<$7(&<(300"$
8&($0"'-53+$7"(.&##"+$8(&0$/!"."$'","+&7-#<$5&4#/(-".6$
.&0"$&8$2!-5!$>.(3"+$!3.$#&#"$&($","#$!&./-+"$("+3/-&#.$2-/!:$
Countries include Ethiopia, Iraq, at least 50% from Gaza 
and the West Bank, Syria, Ghana, Haiti, Rwanda, Somalia, 
Moldovia, Romania, Vietnam, and many more.

In 2018, Save a Child’s Heart was honoured with the 
UN Population Award in recognition of its outstanding 
5&#/(-=4/-&#$/&$7&74+3/-&#$3#'$!"3+/!:

:;"$#-,<('=<<)'>",?&@<+$
For years, Syria has been embroiled in a bitter civil war 
/!3/$!3.$!3'$3$'",3./3/-#<$-0735/$&#$5-,-+-3#.:$?-/#"..-#<$
the shattering impact of the conflict, the IDF launched 
I7"(3/-&#$H&&'$G"-<!=&4($/&$=(-#<$5-,-+-3#.$-#/&$>.(3"+6$3/$
<("3/$(-.9$/&$/!"0$3#'$&4($.&+'-"(.6$/&$<-,"$/!"0$355"..$/&$
+-8"J.3,-#<$0"'-53+$3//"#/-&#:

>#$/!"$5+&39$&8$#-<!/$3.$=3//+"$(3<"'$3(&4#'$/!"0$3#'$
with no help from the UN stationed close by, Israel’s soldiers 
brought thousands of civilians into the country. The IDF also 
!"+7"'$/(3#.7&(/$0"0="(.$&8$/!"$GHI$?!-/"$)"+0"/.$3#'$
their families out of Syria and into safety in nearby Jordan.

Israel may be a real bantamweight, but the Jewish state 
9#&2.$!&2$/&$'"+-,"($3$9#&59&4/$74#5!$2!"#$-/$5&0".$/&$
!"+7-#<$/!"$2&(+':$%!"."$3("$B4./$3$.#37.!&/$&8$5&4#/+"..$
missions. As we celebrate 75 years of independence, we can 
(3-."$3$/&3./$/&$/!"$("03(93=+"$"W307+"$>.(3"+$!3.$."/$2!"#$-/$
5&0".$/&$!403#-/3(-3#$"88&(/.:$+,-.)"*/$)"(*+$2&4+'$="$7(&4':

0&&1'(2%2&3)4#5&"5&)&3"66(2&7)5!&-'**2%!)!'4&'8!2%&.2)46&
'%&4)6"'&)%6&!2(29"5"'%:&)%6&"5&!.2&-';8'$%624&'8&+)<&'8&!.2&
+)%6&)%6&!.2&=>;?54)2(&@'("-<&A'4$*B
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 Israel Defense Forces rescuers at work in Turkey
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" pace, psychiatry, chocolate, politics, and more. 
%!"$-0735/$O&4/!$L8(-53#$'("* $!3,"$!3'$&#$
>.(3"+$-.$-00"#.":

UO&4/!$L8(-53#.$!3,"$03'"$3$5&#/(-=4/-&#$/&$>.(3"+$
3$!4#'("'$/-0".$-#$"W5"..$&8$/!"$#40="($&8$O&4/!$
L8(-53#.$2!&$!3,"$5&0"$/&$>.(3"+$3#'$/!"$O&4/!$
African Jewish population,” says Peter Bailey, who 
made aliya 10 years ago.

An amateur historian, Bailey is the author of two 
=&&9.$&#$>.(3"+$3#'$!-<!+-<!/.$O&4/!$L8(-53#[>.(3"+-$
5&##"5/-&#.$'4(-#<$/!"$23+9-#<$/&4(.$!"$5&#'45/.$8&($
("/-("'$O&4/!$L8(-53#$'("* :

There are too many notable South African '("* $
to name, he says, including 
Judge Cecil Margo who set 
47$/!"$>.(3"+-$L-($D&(5"$3#'$
T"#&#-J=&(#$=-++-&#3-("$
"#/("7("#"4($3#'$
7!-+3#/!(&7-./6$;&((-.$
Kahn, who funded the first 
>.(3"+-$.735"5(38/$0-..-&#$/&$
the moon in 2019.

O&4/!$L8(-53A.$5&#/(-=4/-&#$
to Israel’s space industry 
'&".#A/$"#'$/!"(":$%!"$
recently appointed 
5!3-(7"(.&#$&8$/!"$
Israeli Space Agency, 
Professor Dan Blumberg, 
0&,"'$/&$>.(3"+$8(&0$O&4/!$
L8(-53$3/$/!"$3<"$&8$"-<!/:$
T+40="(<6$2!&$!3.$+"'$/!"$'","+&70"#/$&8$/!"$
>.(3"+-$.735"$.5"#"$3#'$23.$/!"$7(-#5-73+$-#,"./-<3/&($
&#$04+/-7+"$("0&/"$."#.-#<$7(&B"5/.6$-.$3+.&$,-5"J
7(".-'"#/$8&($("<-&#3+$3#'$-#'4./(-3+$'","+&70"#/$3/$
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.

Among his significant achievements, Blumberg 
8""+.$!-.$=-<<"./$5&#/(-=4/-&#$/&$>.(3"+$-.$/!(&4<!$!-.$
./4'"#/.:$U%!"("$3("$.","(3+$./3(/J47.$/!3/$!3,"$5&0"$
out of my lab. It’s about the people that I’ve impacted,” 
he says. He’s also passionate about developing the 
Negev, and has been celebrated for his ability to map 
5+-03/"$5!3#<"$-#$'"."(/$3#'$3(-'$"#,-(&#0"#/.:

For Ruth Berman, a Cape Town-born linguistics 
professor who made aliya in 1954, her students’ 
contributions to the field are a particular source of 
pride. The recipient of the Israel Prize in Hebrew and 
General Linguistics in 2022, Berman says that the 
best part of the honour was the joy expressed by her 
"WJ./4'"#/.:

Berman paved the way for linguistic study of 
modern Hebrew from the 1970s, when it was studied 
only as a holy language from scriptural texts. “Nobody 
really looked at Hebrew as a living modern language,” 
she says. “That’s what I was interested in, and that’s 
what I do to this day.” She also initiated the study of 
5!-+'J+3#<43<"$35Y4-.-/-&#$-#$)"=("2:

“I did it very much in my own way at a time when 
there weren’t that many women who had senior 
positions in academia,” she says. “I was a feminist 
="8&("$>$9#"2$2!3/$/!"$2&('$0"3#/:V$%!&4<!$.!"$
had a family and ran a home, Berman passionately 
pursued her profession, and proudly provided an 
"W307+"$8&($!"($8"03+"$./4'"#/.:

L#&/!"($7-&#""(-#<$O&4/!$L8(-53#$'(). 6$.&5-3+$
"#/("7("#"4($3#'$.&5-3+$2&(9"($G3&0-$O/45!-#"(6$
is also a former Israel Prize recipient, in her case, for 
+-8"/-0"$35!-","0"#/:$C(-,"#$/&$5&#/-#4"$/!"$2&(9$
of her late father, Issie Shapiro, a founder of Selwyn 
Segal who wanted to change the way that people with 
'-.3=-+-/-".$2"("$="-#<$53("'$8&(6$O/45!-#"($./3(/"'$T"-/$
Issie Shapiro more than 40 years ago.

Today, it’s Israel’s leading disabilities 
#&#<&,"(#0"#/3+$&(<3#-.3/-&#6$3#'$."(,".$!3+8$3$
million people each year, focusing on innovation, 
technology, and inclusion, Stuchiner says. “We’ve 
made an enormous impact on disability care in 
Israel not only through our programmes but also 
-#$5!3#<-#<$3//-/4'".$3#'$+"<-.+3/-&#6$.!3(-#<$
9#&2+"'<"$-#$>.(3"+$3#'$3=(&3'6$3#'$7(&,-'-#<$!-<!$
quality services.”

O/45!-#"($-.$3.$"#/!4.-3./-5$3=&4/$!"($2&(9$3.$.!"$
was 40 years ago. “I’m excited and inspired by the 
next generation, and by the things that are happening 
in Israel in the field of disabilities,” she says.

Also still motivated after decades in his field, 
Professor Bernard Lerer is a professor of psychiatry 
and the director of Hadassah BrainLabs and Center 
for Psychedelic Research at Hadassah Medical Center. 
O&4/!$L8(-53#$=&(#$Q"("($23.$35/-,"$-#$T#"-$L9-,36$
3#'$/&<"/!"($2-/!$8(-"#'.$8&(0"'$3$C)4"%$E."//+"0"#/$
<(&47F$53++"'$L+&#$R/*-&#$-#$H4.!$R/*-&#$2!"("$!"$3#'$
his wife settled in 1972.

)3,-#<$./3(/"'$3$03B&($("."3(5!$7(&<(300"$-#$
the biological causes of psychiatric disorders and the 
'(4<$/("3/0"#/$/!"("&86$!"$5&#/-#4".$/&$.7"3(!"3'$
research in the development of new psychiatric 
treatments. Identifying the potential of psychedelic 
drug treatments early on, Lerer plans to extend his 
psychedelic research into a clinical unit in the next 
year.

>#$.7-/"$&8$!-.$5&#.-'"(3=+"$7(&8"..-&#3+$
accomplishments, Lerer says his proudest 

35!-","0"#/$-#$>.(3"+$23.$-#$!"+7-#<$/&$"./3=+-.!$
!-.$C)4"%:$U>/$23.$3$

forerunner of a very large 
influx of South Africans 

/&$/!"$."//+"0"#/$
&8$R8(3/6$2!-5!$
/!"#$="530"$3$

city close to where 
we live,” he says. “I 

like to think that my wife 
3#'$>6$/&<"/!"($2-/!$&4($

5&++"3<4".6$03'"$3$=-<$
impact on Israel by 

./3(/-#<$.&0"/!-#<$
new where many 

&8$&4($5!-+'("#6$
<(3#'5!-+'("#6$-#$

.&0"$53.".$<("3/J
grandchildren live today.”

Also part of Bnei Akiva South Africa, Lenny Sackstein 
made aliya at 25 after completing his legal studies. He 
requalified in Israel, but also pursued entrepreneurial 
opportunities. Investing in a duty-free processed 
5!""."$.!&7$3/$T"#$H4(-&#$L-(7&(/6$O359./"-#$3#'$!-.$
73(/#"(.$("3+-."'$/!3/$/!"("$23.$3$./(&#<"($'"03#'$
for confectionery. Later collaborating with fellow South 
African Lawrence Goodman, whose family ran a sweet 
company, Sackstein learned the business and opened 
a sweet factory, which slowly grew, eventually going 
74=+-5:

Today the business, known as Carmit, is the second 
+3(<"./$5!&5&+3/"$03#4835/4("($-#$>.(3"+:$U?"A,"$B4./$
completed a new factory, offering a new product 
range together with chocolate, which will open in May 
as we celebrate 50 years of the business,” Sackstein 
says. He also oversees a successful real-estate portfolio 
3#'$-.$-#,"./"'$-#$!-.$'34<!/"(A.$=(3-#5!-+'6$;39"$
R3/6$3$.!3("'$5&&9-#<$.735"$8&($.03++J.53+"$8&&'$
03#4835/4("(.:

U>/A.$3++$=""#$/!-#9-#<$&4/$&8$/!"$=&W6$0""/-#<$
demands, and working very hard,” he says. “We’ve 
made an impact on Israel – albeit very quietly.”

D&(0"($>.(3"+-$M#".."/$0"0="($N4/!$?3.."(03#$
Lande, who was born in Israel but grew up in Cape 
Town, calls Israel, “a safe haven for world Jewry”. After 
03/(-54+3/-#<$8(&0$)"(*+-3$)-<!$O5!&&+6$.!"$("/4(#"'6$
./4'-"'6$3#'$="530"$3$+&#"$.&+'-"($-#$/!"$>.(3"+$
C"8"#."$D&(5".:

Building her military, academic, and political 
credentials, Wasserman Lande was accepted by the 
ministry of foreign affairs, where she insisted on being 
sent to the Israeli embassy in Cairo – “a challenging 
but eye-opening experience”.

Q3/"(6$?3.."(03#$Q3#'"$23.$3#$3',-.&($8&($
former Prime Minister Shimon Peres, and more 
recently, she represented the Blue and White party 
-#$/!"$M#".."/:$O!"$23.$3+.&$/!"$5&J8&4#'"($3#'$
5!3-(7"(.&#$&8$/!"$M#".."/A.$L=(3!30$L55&('.$
Caucus.

Now the chairperson of World Jewish Congress’s 
newly established Women’s Impact Forum, 
?3.."(03#$Q3#'"$-.$3+.&$3#$35/-,"$7&+-/-53+$
5&00"#/3/&(:$U>A,"$=""#$3$=-<$3',&53/"$&8$
cohesion, a huge issue in Israel today where society 
is so divided,” she says. “This is very much a legacy 
that I’ve taken from South Africa, especially because 
I matriculated in 1993 as everything was changing. 
>/$!"+7"'$0"$4#'"(./3#'$/!3/$.&5-3+$5&!".-&#6$
particularly in Israel, is an issue of national resilience.”

SA olim  make exponential 
impact

Lenny Sackstein

Naomi Stuchiner

Ruth  
Wasserman Lande

Peter Bailey
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!"#$%&%$'"($)*+$&,-".-*%$&,$
#/&+&,)$+0&1$2""34
!""#$%&'#()*+,-.&!/,"01&2#3"#1.&4#"",'&5,&
61&789:&#;+,-&-,#'61)&<1,&<;&50&<+*,-&
=<<>%&#1'&#%>,'&6;&?&@<("'&*,"3&+*,&
A"(5,1+*#"&;#56"0&+<&-,4<-'&!""#$%&%+<-0&
;<-&+*,6-&<@1&#-4*6/,%B&C*,&'6'1$+&*#/,&
#10&3"#1%&;<-&#&3(="6%*,'&=<<>&#+&+*#+&
%+#),B&D*,6-&56%%6<1&@#%&+<&4-,#+,&#&;("".&
@-6++,1&#44<(1+&<;&+*,6-&5<+*,-$%&"6;,&;<-&
+*,6-&4*6"'-,1&#1'&)-#1'4*6"'-,1B
506+$%/*#$'"($+"$0*/4
D*,&/,-0&1#5,&E!""#&A"(5,1+*#"F&'-,@&
5,&+<&!""#B&C*,&*#%&=,4<5,&#&@,""G
known figure in the Jewish community, 
3#-+64("#-"0&61&H#3,&D<@1.&#1'&*,-&
5#)1,+6%5&6%&;#5,'B
7*18/&2*$9..6:
!""#&6%&+*,&4<<",%+&4,1+,1#-6#1&0<($""&,/,-&
5,,+B&C*,&*#%&',,3&;#6+*&61&I#%*,5.&
#1'&6%&;(""&<;&/6+#"6+0&#1'&4<53#%%6<1B&
C*,$%&%#%%0.&%+-,,+G%5#-+&J0,%.&,/,1&+*,%,&79%+&4,1+(-0&
%+-,,+%K.&#1'&56%4*6,/<(%B&C*,&*#%&#&>,,1&,0,&;<-&
',+#6"&#1'&',%6)1&J*,-&3#-,1+%&*#'&#&+,L+6",&=(%61,%%&61&
M#-%#@.&#1'&!""#&#1'&*,-&*(%=#1'.&?%##4.&-#1&#&4"<+*61)&
=(%61,%%&;<-&5#10&0,#-%K.&#1'&?&*#/,&1,/,-&%,,1&*,-&1#6"%&
(1/#-16%*,'B&C*,&*<"'%&#1'&653#-+%&#1&,1/6#="0&3<%6+6/,&
<(+"<<>&<1&"6;,B
!"#$%&%$'"($/*1*6/80$+0*$2""34
N0&5#61&%<(-4,&6%&#"@#0%&50&3-<+#)<16%+&O&61&+*6%&4#%,.&
!""#&*,-%,";B&M,&%3,1+&5#10&*<(-%&+#">61).&#1'&%*,&+<<>&
5,&+*-<()*&*,-&,L+,1%6/,&3,-%<1#"&#-4*6/,%&<;&#-+64",%.&
=<<>%.&3*<+<)-#3*%.&#1'&#-+,;#4+%B

?&*#'&'<1,&%<5,&#4#',564&%+('0&<;&+*,&I<"<4#(%+&
'(-61)&(16/,-%6+0.&#1'&*#/,&#"@#0%&*#'&#1&61+,-,%+&
61&I<"<4#(%+&1</,"%&#1'&=<<>%B&A,;<-,&+*,&HPQ?RG9S&
3#1',564&"<4>'<@1.&?&,1T<0,'&#&N,"+<1&JC4*<<"&<;&U'("+&
Jewish Learning) course about the Holocaust as reflected 
61&'6#-6,%&#1'&5,5<6-%.&#1'&@#%&;<-+(1#+,&+<&*#/,&+*,&
,L3,-+&,0,&<;&V64*#-'&W-,,'5#1.&,'(4#+<-&#1'&'6-,4+<-&<;&
+*,&H#3,&D<@1&I<"<4#(%+&X&Y,1<46',&H,1+-,.&+<&-,/6,@&
+*,&5#1(%4-63+&#1'&@-6+,&+*,&;<-,@<-'&;<-&!"#$"%&&#B&?&'-,@&
<1&50&<@1&/6%6+&+<&Z<"#1'&%<5,&0,#-%&=,;<-,&?&,/,-&>1,@&
?&@<("'&@-6+,&!""#$%&%+<-0.&@*,-,&3,-*#3%&#&3-,%46,14,&
+<<>&5,&+<&5#10&<;&+*,&3"#4,%&@*,-,&!""#&*,-%,";&<14,&
"6/,'[&M#-%#@.&@*,-,&!""#&)-,@&(3\&+*,&M#-%#@&Y*,++<&
#1'&N6"#&C+-,,+&@*,-,&!""#&*6'&#1'&%(-/6/,'&+*,&(3-6%61)\&
N#T'#1,>.&@*,-,&!""#&"6+,-#""0&@#">,'&;-,,&;-<5&#&)#%&
4*#5=,-\&#1'&U(%4*@6+].&@*,-,&!""#&@#%&<1,&<;&+*,&
,#-"0&3-6%<1,-%B&?&#"%<&;<(1'&+*,&1(5,-<(%&I<"<4#(%+&
5(%,(5%&#1'&4,1+-,%&#-<(1'&+*,&@<-"'&+<&=,&61/#"(#=",&
#1'&),1,-<(%&-,%<(-4,%B
9..6;1$1+"/'$061$2**,$+".%$&,$6$/*8*,+$%"8(<*,+6/':$
!"#$&1$+0&1$2""3$%&==*/*,+4
C#1>+(#-0&W6"5%$&'<4(5,1+#-0.&!"'$"()*) .&*#%&',%,-/,'"0&
4<"",4+,'&5("+63",&#@#-'%&;<-&6+%&5</61)&',364+6<1&<;&

Ella’s life story using a clever mix of interviews, film 
;<<+#),.&#1'&#165#+6<1B&D*,&@-6++,1&/,-%6<1&<;&!""#$%&"6;,&
4#1&<=/6<(%"0&3-</6',&;#-&)-,#+,-&',+#6"&#1'.&#"+*<()*&
@,&*#/,&614"(','&5#10&3*<+<)-#3*%&61&+*,&=<<>.&6+$%&+*,&
words that must fill in the colour. My own style of non-
fiction writing is to include myself as a character. I occupy 
+*,&3"#4,&<;&+*,&-,#',-B&?&4#1&#%>&+*,&*#-'&^(,%+6<1%.&
3-<=,&',,3"0.&;<""<@&+#1),1+%.&#1'&<;;,-&5("+63",&
3,-%3,4+6/,%&+<&4-,#+,&+*,&5<%+&-<(1','&#44<(1+&<;&#&"<1)&
#1'&;(""&"6;,B&D*6%&#33-<#4*&#''%&'65,1%6<1&#1'&',3+*&+<&
5,5<6-B&N0&#65&6%&;<-&+*,&-,#',-&+<&;,,"&+*#+&+*,0&=(6"'&
+*,6-&<@1&-,"#+6<1%*63&@6+*&+*,&-,5#->#=",&!""#.&@6+*&5,&
#%&+*,6-&3-<L0B&
7*18/&2*$+0*$>/"8*11$"=$#/&+&,)$&+:
W6-%+&4<5,%&+*,&-,"#+6<1%*63B&D*,1&+*,&@-6+61)B

?&%3,1+&5#10&*<(-%&@6+*&!""#&'(-61)&@*64*&@,&)<+&
+<&>1<@&<1,&#1<+*,-&#1'&%*#-,'&5(4*&5<-,&+*#1&*,-&
-,%3<1%,%&+<&50&61+,-/6,@&^(,%+6<1%B&M,&'-#1>&+,#.&#+,&
=6%4(6+%.&%*,&#%>,'&#=<(+&5,.&#1'&?&#%>,'&#=<(+&*,-B&
_<+*61)&@#%&<;;&"656+%B&?&'6'1$+&@#1+&+<&4<1+#61&<-&-,%+-64+&
!""#&61&#10&@#0.&1<-&;<-4,&*,-&+<&%+64>&+<&+*,&4*-<1<"<)0&<;&
*,-&"6;,&%+<-0.&=,4#(%,&5,5<-0&6%1$+&"61,#-B

D@<&<+*,-&=<<>%.&#&"6+,-#-0&;,%+6/#".&#1'&#&)"<=#"&
3#1',564&+*,1&)<+&61&+*,&@#0.&#1'&?&%,++",'&'<@1&+<&
@-6+,&%&&# only about four years after we met for our first 
61+,-/6,@B&M,&+<33,'&6+&#""&<;;&@6+*&%<5,&#''6+6<1#"&
;#56"0&61+,-/6,@%&-6)*+&1,#-&+*,&,1'&<;&+*,&@-6+61)&3-<4,%%&
O&+*,%,&@,-,&#&*6)*"6)*+`&D*,&@-6+61)&+<<>&#=<(+&161,&
5<1+*%&;-<5&36+4*&+<&,'6+B
506+$<6%*$'"($80""1*$+0*$+&+.*4
M*,1&0<(&-,#'&+*,&=<<>.&0<($""&'6%4</,-&+*#+&+*,-,$%&
#&;#%461#+61)&%+<-0&=,*61'&!""#$%&1#5,.&%<&+*,&%653",&
%+#+,5,1+.&E?&#5&!""#F.&6%&61&;#4+&^(6+,&4<53",L&#1'&"#0,-,'B&
D*,&+6+",&6%&#"%<&#&',4"#-#+6<1&<;&%+-,1)+*&#1'&#&%+#+,5,1+&
<;&6',1+6+0B&JR<&0<(&>1<@&+*#+&%*,&*#%&1,/,-&=,,1&#=",&
+<&-,4"#65&*,-&Z<"6%*&46+6],1%*63&#;+,-&=,61)&-,",)#+,'&

%+#+,",%%&=0&+*,&@#-aK&?+$%&#"%<&#1&,/<"(+6<1&<;&+*,&=,#(+6;("&
+6+",&<;&+*,&'<4(5,1+#-0.&!"'$"()*) .&61&+*#+&6+&3-<4"#65%.&E?&
%(-/6/,'\&+*<()*&?&'6,'&5#10&+65,%B&?$5&*,-,.&?&+*-6/,&#+&
"6;,.&#1'&#5&%+6""&*,-,&+<&+,""&#&-,5#->#=",&+#",B&?&>1<@&@*<&
?&#5&O&#""&<;&@*<&?&#5&O&#1'&?&@#1+&0<(&+<&>1<@&5,&+<<B&?&
#5&!""#BF
506+$<63*1$0*/$1+"/'$1"$/*<6/362.*$?61$">>"1*%$
+"$"+0*/$1(/-&-"/1@4
!/,-0&%61)",&%(-/6/<-&%+<-0&6%&-,5#->#=",&#1'.&#%&R-&!'6+*&
!),-&3(+%&6+.&ED*,-,$%&1<&*6,-#-4*0&<;&%(;;,-61)BF&A(+&!""#$%&
%+<-0&-,#'%&"6>,&#&*6+&"6%+&<;&I<"<4#(%+&*<+G%3<+%.&#1'&*,-&
,L3,-6,14,&61&N#T'#1,>&<;&=,61)&%,1+&+<&+*,&)#%&4*#5=,-%&
#1'&+*,1&-,",#%,'&;-<5&+*#+&4,-+#61&',#+*.&6%&(16^(,B&U3#-+&
;-<5&*,-&T#@G'-<3361)&%+<-0&<;&%(-/6/61)&+*,&I<"<4#(%+.&
+*,-,$%&+*,&;(""1,%%&<;&*,-&;#%461#+61)&"6;,&,L3,-6,14,&#;+,-&
"6=,-#+6<1[&@*,,"61)&#1'&',#"61)&61&Z#-6%\&5</61)&+<&
Z#",%+61,&(1',-&#&;#"%,&6',1+6+0\&=,4<561)&,1)#),'&+<&*,-&
South African fiancé after just 13 days; relocating to the 
+63&<;&U;-64#\&*6'61)&*,-&%(-/6/<-&%+#+(%\&=(6"'61)&#&"</61)&
;#56"0&#1'&#&%(44,%%;("&=(%61,%%\&",#-161)&+<&%3,#>&*,-&
561'&#1'&*,-&*,#-+\&"6/61)&#&"6;,&<;&T(=6"#14,.&56%4*6,;.&
#1'&)-#+6+(',B&D*6%&6%&@*#+&5#>,%&!""#&#1'&*,-&%+<-0&%<&
-,5#->#=",B
50'$%"$'"($2*.&*-*$>*">.*$10"(.%$/*6%$+0&1$
2""34
C<&5#10&3,<3",&+,""&5,&+*#+&+*,0&4#1$+&-,#'&I<"<4#(%+&
%+<-6,%.&+*#+&+*,0&4#1$+&@#+4*&I<"<4#(%+&5</6,%.&+*#+&+*,0&
4<("'&1,/,-&=-61)&+*,5%,"/,%&+<&/6%6+&+*,&4<14,1+-#+6<1&
camps … they simply find it too painful to engage with 
+*,&%(=T,4+B&D<&+*,5.&#1'&+<&,/,-0<1,.&?&%#0[&+*6%&=<<>&
6%&%<&5(4*&5<-,&+*#1&#&I<"<4#(%+&%+<-0B&!""#&*#%&=,,1&
=",%%,'&+<&"6/,&#&"<1)&#1'&;(""&"6;,B&D*<()*&*,-&@#-&0,#-%&
@,-,&4,-+#61"0&;<-5#+6/,.&+*,0&'<1$+&4<53-6%,&*,-&"6;,$%&
5#T<-6+0B&M*6",&+*6%&=<<>&<=/6<(%"0&',#"%&@6+*&+*,&*<--<-&
<;&+*,&I<"<4#(%+.&6+$%&#"%<&-,3",+,&@6+*&+*,&*(5<(-&#1'&
=,#(+0&<;&!""#$%&"6;,&=,;<-,&#1'&#;+,-&+*,&@#-B&b<(&5#0&,/,1&
"#()*&5<-,&+*#1&0<(&4-0B&C+0"6%+64#""0.&+*,&%+<-0&5</,%&
=#4>&#1'&;<-+*&=,+@,,1&3#%+&#1'&3-,%,1+\&6+$%&#"@#0%&
61;(%,'&@6+*&!""#$%&61;,4+6<(%&3,-%<1#"6+0&#1'&*,-&614-,'6=",&

capacity to find light in the darkness. So, even when you 
-,#'&#=<(+&</,-@*,"561)&4-(,"+0&#1'&61*(5#16+0.&0<(&
#-,&#"@#0%&=<"%+,-,'&=0&+*,&"6/61).&=-,#+*61)&%+-,1)+*&<;&
0<(-&614<53#-#=",&)(6',&+*-<()*&+*#+&(1',-@<-"'&O&!""#.&
-,5#->#=",&!""#B&U1'&0<(&>1<@&*<@&+*,&%+<-0&,1'%&O&@6+*&
%(-/6/#".&@6+*&"6;,B
506+$&<>68+$061$9..6$06%$",$'"($6,%A$>*/06>1A$
'"(/$=6<&.';1$.&=*4
!""#&,5=<'6,%&+*,&",%%<1&ER<1$+&%@,#+&+*,&%5#""&%+(;;F.&
#"@#0%&-,561'61)&5,&+<&]<<5&<(+.&4<1%6',-&+*,&=6)),-&
364+(-,.&#1'&#33-<#4*&"6;,&#%&#1&#'/,1+(-,B&I,-&<(+"<<>&*#%&
=,4<5,&#&=#-<5,+,-&;<-&50&<@1&#33-<#4*&+<&4*#"",1),%.&
,/,1&<1,%&#%&%,,561)"0&61%(-5<(1+#=",&#%&#&)"<=#"&
3#1',564&J@*64*&!""#&%653"0&>1,@&%*,&@<("'&),+&+*-<()*&
+<<.&#1'&@*64*&%*,&(%,'&#%&#1&<33<-+(16+0&+<&;(-+*,-&
4<11,4+&@6+*&*,-&;#56"0.&1,#-&#1'&;#-.&#1'&#33-,46#+,&+*,&
=,#(+0&<;&*,-&@<-"'KB

N0&4*6"'-,1&#-,&,^(#""0&'-#@1&+<&*,-&O&#%&+*,0&%*<("'&
=,.&=,4#(%,&+*6%&=<<>&@#%&@-6++,1&;<-&+*,5&#1'&;(+(-,&
),1,-#+6<1%&%<&+*#+&@,&1,/,-&;<-),+.&#1'&@,&-,561'&
<(-%,"/,%&*<@&+<&"6/,B
!61$#"/3&,)$#&+0$9..6$06%$6,$&<>68+$",$'"(/$-&*#$
"=$+0*$!"."86(1+4
!/,1&+*<()*&?&*#'&-,#'&5#10&I<"<4#(%+&%+<-6,%&
#1'&/6%6+,'&Z<"#1'&#1'&+*,&4#53%.&?&)#61,'&#&@*<",&
'6;;,-,1+&#33-,46#+6<1&#1'&-,%<1#14,&+*-<()*&!""#B&C*,&
#"%<&#4+(#"6%,'&+*,&50+*64#"&O&1#5,%&"6>,&N<-',4*#6&
Anielewicz, Adam Czerniakow, Janusz Korczak; places like 
N6"#&C+-,,+.&+*,&)#%&4*#5=,-%&<;&N#T'#1,>.&3<%+G@#-&Z#-6%&
c&+*,%,&#-,&3,<3",&#1'&3"#4,%&<1&@*64*&!""#&*#'&"#6'&*,-&
/,-0&<@1&,0,%B&W<-&5,.&%*,&+(-1,'&+*,&="#4>G#1'G@*6+,&<;&
*6%+<-0&61+<&;(""&4<"<(-.&#1'&%*,&5#',&5,&%,,&+*#+&@,$-,&#""&
4<11,4+,'.&#;;,4+,'.&#1'&<="6)#+,'&+<&3,-3,+(#+,&5,5<-0B
506+$%"$'"($#6,+$'"(/$/*6%*/1$+"$+63*$0"<*4
H<1%6',-&+*6%&=<<>&#1&<33<-+(16+0&+<&5,,+&#1'&),+&+<&
>1<@&#&-,#"&%(-/6/<-.&#&*,-<&61&-,#"&"6;,B&N0&;,-/,1+&@6%*&6%&
+*#+&<14,&0<($/,&-,#'&!"#$"%&&#.&0<($""&;,,"&#%&6;&0<(.&+<<.&
*#/,&5,+&!""#.&%3,1+&*<(-%&61&',,3&4<1/,-%#+6<1&@6+*&*,-.&
#1'&*#/,&,1T<0,'&+,#&#1'&=6%4(6+%&61&*,-&5,--0&4<53#10B

I am Ella shows real-life hero in full colour
H#3,&D<@1&#(+*<-&B"6,,*$B"#*.. &-,4,1+"0&"#(14*,'&*,-&"#+,%+&=6<)-#3*0.&!"#$"%&&#.&#=<(+&I<"<4#(%+&%(-/6/<-&!""#&A"(5,1+*#"B&D*,&+'",)-./0"1)23*4&%3,#>%&+<&*,-&#=<(+&6+B

Joanne Jowell  
and Ella Blumenthal

!!!"#$%&"'(")$

!"#$%&'()*+', $
*+,-#(.&' , - ( / -0.$1234- ' (53,536-5, !#-$57-25#28+3#

!"#$%&$'($)*+,-%'./&0123%&1$%*
3.'1$)*3&14*)$$#*5',3/$)6$* *

,7*14$*8$3&04*(,99-'&1:;*
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Connectedness, community Ð ChabadÕs plan to change the world
>>Continued from page 2

?1&-,4<)16%61)&+*6%&#1'&%,,>61)&4<11,4+6<1.&*6%&%*("$%&
1(5=,-%&*#/,&614-,#%,'&,L3<1,1+6#""0B&D*<()*&%<5,&
have fled the country, many new members have come, 
%<5,&5</61)&+<&C(50&;-<5&<+*,-&d>-#616#1&46+6,%.&=(+&
most living nearby who have joined services for the first 
+65,.&',5<1%+-#+61)&+*,&1,,'&;<-&(16+0&#1'&3-#0,-B

U"<1)&@6+*&5#%+,-&<;&4,-,5<16,%.&;<-5,-&C<(+*&
U;-64#1&4-64>,+,-&N#1'0&b#4*#'.&#1'&<3,1,'&=0&H*6,;&
V#==6&R-&M#--,1&Y<"'%+,61.&+*,&,/,1+&;,#+(-,'&<+*,-&
"<4#"&#1'&61+,-1#+6<1#"&%3,#>,-%B&D*,%,&614"(','&N6-#4",&
R-6/,&H*#6-3,-%<1&C65<1&2(3,-\&V<==6,&A-<]61.&",#'61)&
,1+-,3-,1,(-.&#1'&4<G;<(1',-&<;&_#1'<$%\&#1'&N64*#"&
P%*5#1.&=,%+%,""61)&#(+*<-&#1'&+*,&*,#'&<;&4<53#10&
4("+(-,.&'6/,-%6+0.&#1'&614"(%6<1&#+&D6>D<>&!(-<3,B

EM,&#-,&"6>,&<1,&3,-%<1&@6+*&<1,&*,#-+.F&%#6'&
Y<"'%+,61.&@*<&",'&#++,1',,%&61&-,46+61)&4)0.&&.$B&ED*#+$%&
what makes South African Jews so special – our unity. The 
power of Jewish unity is what (#50)&&6%&#""&#=<(+BF

2(3,-&%3<>,&<;&C<(+*&U;-64#$%&4*#"",1),%&#1'&+*,&
;-(%+-#+6<1%&+*#+&+*,0&,/<>,B&b,+.&*,&%#6'.&+*,&%<"(+6<1&6%&+<&
'<&#4+%&<;&>61'1,%%.&#%&<(-&4<55(16+0$%&",#',-%&+,#4*&(%B&
C3,#>61)&<;&H*#=#'$%&A,&261'&4#53#6)1&@*64*&;,#+(-,%&
/6%6=",&%6)1#),&61%36-61)&#""&@*<&%,,&6+.&2(3,-&%#6'.&EA,61)&
>61'&6%1$+&#&5,%%#),.&6+$%&#1&#4+6<1B&A,61)&=<"'&@6+*&<(-&
#4+6<1%&4#1&=,&#&%36-6+(#"&,L3,-6,14,BF

!4*<61)&+*,&1,,'&;<-&#4+6<1.&A-<]61.&^(<+,'&+*,&
3-,#5=",&+<&<(-&H<1%+6+(+6<1.&@*64*&3-</6',%&#&E-(",&
=<<>F&;<-&(%&+<&#""&"6/,&+<),+*,-&#1'&3-<5<+,&*(5#1&

'6)16+0B&D*6%.&*,&%#6'.&+<),+*,-&@6+*&+*,&V,==,$%&@<-'%&+*#+&
“South Africa will be good for Jews until the coming of 
63/0.#70F&#-,&@*#+&(1',-361&*6%&E*<3,&#1'&<3+656%5F&
;<-&+*,&4<(1+-0&61&%36+,&<;&<(-&4*#"",1),%B&EU%&C<(+*&
Africans, we’re human beings first,” he said. “It’s up to us, 
<(-&#4+6<1%&@6""&4*#1),&+*6%&4<(1+-0&#1'&',/,"<3&6+&;<-&<(-&
)-#1'4*6"'-,1&#1'&<(-&)-#1'4*6"'-,1$%&)-#1'4*6"'-,1BF

?1&#&3-,G-,4<-','&/6',<&5,%%#),&;-<5&+*,&d16+,'&
261)'<5.&P%*5#1.&+*,&#(+*<-&<;&80#4"-39&:";39"
:3".<";39"-)*)=>4"#<*#.:?&%3<>,&<;&+*,&653<-+#14,&<;&
@<->61)&+<&4<11,4+&+<&<1,$%&4<55(16+0B&ED*,&@<-"'&6%&
;#461)&#&"<+&<;&(14,-+#61+0&#1'&5#10&<;&(%&#-,&#;-#6'.&
</,-@*,"5,'.&#1'&(1%(-,.F&%*,&%#6'B&EM,$-,&+-061)&1,@&
+*61)%&#1'&%<5,+65,%&@,&),+&6+&-6)*+&#1'&%<5,+65,%&@,&
),+&6+&@-<1)B&M*#+&*,"3%&(%&%+#0&%#;,&#1'&@*#+&>,,3%&(%&
4<11,4+,'&6%&<(-&4<55(16+0.&#1'&+*,&%,1%,&<;&=,"<1)61)&
6+&=-61)%BF

C*#(1&N#+6%<11.&',3(+0&4*6,;&,L,4(+6/,&#+&Q6+#"6+0&
Y"<=#"&#1'&+*,&*,#'&<;&+*,&Q6+#"6+0&1,+@<->.&%+-,%%,'&+*,&
;#4+&+*#+&+*,&1#$@#$&6%&;<-&,/,-0<1,B&?""(%+-#+61)&+*6%&
6',#.&Y-#',&e&#1'&f&-,3-,%,1+#+6/,%&<;&D<-#*&U4#',50&
Z-65#-0&C4*<<".&@*<&*#/,&5#%+,-,'&*(1'-,'%&<;&"#@%&
#1'&$.4AB#0/&#%&,L3"#61,'&=0&+*,&V#5=#5.&%*#-,'&%<5,&
<;&+*,&",%%<1%&+*,0$/,&",#-1+B

EM,&*#'&+*6%&,/,1+&=,4#(%,&+*,&@<-"'&6%&(3%6',&'<@1.F&
Chabad House Johannesburg Director Rabbi David 
N#%61+,-&+<"'&+*,&+'",)-./0"1)23*4B&EM,&1,,'&5<-,&(16+0&
#1'&>61'1,%%&+<&=-61)&63/0.#70BF



! !"#$%&'()*+",-($+.)"/&(0"1"*2+"&3+"*2$*"4+-*"-'5-"'6"*2+"-6)()*"&#"
*2+"6.$7+8")*-"2'-*.+8"4'-*.+8"$30"9&-*.+8")*-"*++5)3:")3*+(-+7*)&3"&#"
7'.*'(+-8"4+.)+#-8"$30")0+&.&:)+-"1")-"!"#"$"%;

,*<-"='--)$3")3"&():)38"$30")*<-"'-+0"*&"0+-7()4+"$"72$&*)78"7($>!8"5)?+0"'68"
7&3#'-)3:"-)*'$*)&38"/2)72"5$@+-")*"$"7&3%+3)+3*"-!3&3!5"#&("+%+(!0$!".)#+"
)3",-($+.;

A'*"4$.$:$3)-5"7$3"4+"$"6&-)*)%+"#&(7+"*&&8":)%)3:"()-+"*&"7(+$*)%+"*2)3@)3:"
$30"#(+-2"$66(&$72+-"*&"-&.%)3:"7&56.+?"-&7)$."6(&4.+5-;

B2+3+%+(",<5")3",-($+.8"$-"
,"$5"():2*"3&/8"7$*72)3:"'6"
/)*2"#$5).!")3"*2+"/++@"&#"
C&5"D$<$*>5$'*8",".)#*"'6"5!"
+!+-"$30","-++"*2+"6(&&#;",3"
*2+"5)0-*"&#"$.."*2+"!"#"$"%8"
,-($+.")-"4').0)3:8"4').0)3:8"
4').0)3:;

E3+"5&(3)3:8","-*&&0"
&3"F&.+:&"A+$72")3"
G+*$3!$8".&&@)3:"$*"*2+"
tideless, tablecloth-flat 
H+0)*+(($3+$38"$30"
/&30+()3:"/2!"*2+(+"/$-"
$"*-'3$5)"/$(3)3:"-):3"
)3"*2(++".$3:'$:+-"&3"*2+"
-2&(+;","-'66&-+"!&'"7$3<*"4+"

*&&"7$(+#'.;
I2+3","*'(3+0"$(&'30"$30"-$/"$"*!6)7$.",-($+.)"-):2*;"J"6$*72"&#"

-7('4"7.)3:)3:"*+3$7)&'-.!"*&"$"0'3+8"$30"4+!&30"*2$*8"$"#(&3*K+30"
.&$0+("-7&&6)3:"('44.+")3*&"$"-@)68"$30"4+!&30"*2$*8"$"7&3:(+:$*)&3"
&#"-.++@8"'.*($5&0+(3"$6$(*5+3*"*&/+(-8"7(&/0+0".)@+"I+*()-"4.&7@-"
$(&'30"$".'?'(!"-2&66)3:"5$..;

B2$*"-*('7@"5+"$4&'*"*2+"*&/+(-8"$-)0+"#(&5"*2+"*):2*(&6+-"&#"
4.'+"$30"/2)*+"4'3*)3:"-*('3:"4+*/++3"*2+58"/$-"*2+"$4-+37+"&#"$"
0)-*)3:')-2)3:"72$($7*+()-*)7"&#",-($+.)"'(4$3"$(72)*+7*'(+L"+?*+(3$..!"
affixed air conditioning units.

I2+"-*$30$(0",-($+.)"$6$(*5+3*"4.&7@8"+-6+7)$..!"'4)M')*&'-")3"*2+"
)33+("7)*)+-8")-"-M'$*8"4&?!8"$30"0+-+(*"7&.&'(+08"/)*2"$)("7&30)*)&3+(-"
-*'00+0".)@+"(&7@K7.)54)3:"2$302&.0-"&3"*2+"/$..-;

G&/"$30"*2+38"!&'<.."7&5+"$7(&--"$"4.&7@"*2$*"2$-"4++3"
$66(&6()$*+0"$-"$"7$3%$-"4!"$"-*(++*"$(*)-*8"0(+--)3:"*2+"-*()7*"
#'37*)&3$.)-5"&#"4$(+"7&37(+*+")3"-6.$-2+-"&#"7&.&'(8"/2)5-!8"$30"
/)*;

A'*"#&("*2+"/$30+()3:"$(72)*+7*&62).+8"*2+(+")-"9&!"*&"4+"#&'30"*&&"

)3"*2+"'3$0&(3+0"#$N$0+-"
&#"4').0)3:-"*2$*"2$%+"*2+)("
&/3"-*&(!"*&"*+.."$4&'*",-($+.)"
2)-*&(!8"7'.*'(+8".)#+8"$30"
.)#+-*!.+;

,3"I+."J%)%8"*2+(+<-"$3"$(+$"
7$..+0"B2)*+"O)*!8"/2)72")-"
#$5&'-"#&(")*-"2'30(+0-"
&#"/&30+(/&(@-"&#"*2+"
A$'2$'-"-72&&.8"*2+".+:$7!"
&#"$":(&'6"&#"$(72)*+7*-"/2&"
7$5+"2+(+"$-"(+#':++-"#(&5"
G$>)"P+(5$3!")3"*2+"QRST-;

J0$6*)3:"*2+)("5&0+(3)-*"
U'(&6+$3"$+-*2+*)7"*&".&7$."
7&30)*)&3-8"*2+!"0+-):3+0"
6'4.)7"$30"(+-)0+3*)$."4').0)3:-"&#"-)3'&'-":($7+"$30"+.+:$37+8"($)-+0"&3"
6)..$(-"*&".+*"*2+"7&&."4(++>+")38"/)*2"-&#*"7'(%+-"$77+3*'$*+0"4!"-2$(68"9'**)3:"
$3:.+-;

I2+(+"$(+"#+/"5&(+"6.+$-)3:"7)*!"+?6+()+37+-"*2$3"*&"/$30+("0&/3"
V)>+3:&##"W*(++*8"$05)()3:"*2+-+"0$>>.)3:"7&3#+7*)&3-"&#"/2)66+0K7(+$5"
7&37(+*+8"/)*2"*2+)(".&3:8"3$((&/"4$.7&3)+-"-2$0)3:"+$72"&*2+(8"$30"*2+3"*&"
6$(@"$*"$"6$%+5+3*"7$#X"$30"$05)(+"*2+5"-&5+"5&(+"#(&5"$"-+$*+0"6&-)*)&3;

I+."J%)%8"*2+"D).."&#"W6()3:8"/$-"0+-):3+0"#(&5"*2+":(&'30"'6"$-"$":$(0+3"
7)*!8"$30"*2+(+<-"6(&&#")3"*2+"2'5$3"-7$.+"&#")*-"*(++K.)3+0"4&'.+%$(0-8")*-"
('-2)3:"#&'3*$)3-8")*-"6.$!:(&'30-"$30"6$(@-8"$30")*-"(+-*"4+372+-")3"*2+"

:.$(+"&#"*2+":.$--"-@!-7($6+(-;
A'*"*2+(+<-"(&&5")3"*2+"7)*!"#&("

+77+3*()7)*!"*&&8"$30"&3"$"7($>!"/2)58","
-72.+66+0"#(&5"*2+"A$'2$'-"*&"-++"*2+"
O($>!"D&'-+8"6+(72+0"&3"*2+"4+$72-)0+"&3"
D$C$(@&3"W*(++*;

,*<-"$"3)3+K-*&(+!"-.$4"/)*2"4$.7&3)+-"
'30'.$*)3:".)@+"&7+$3"/$%+-"&3"*2+"-+$K
#$7)3:"-)0+8"$30"$"#(+-7&"&#"$"0+-+(*"/$0)"
&3"*2+"&*2+(8"$30")*<-"-.$66+0"&3"4&*2"#$7+-"
/)*2"0)-*&(*+08"0)-9&)3*+0"#&(5-"*2$*"4()3:"
%+:+*$*)&3"$30"2'5$3"-@+.+*&3-"*&"5)30;

,*<-"*2+"#'32&'-+K5)((&("&66&-)*+"*&"
*2+"7&&."$30"0)-7)6.)3+0"A$'2$'-"-*!.+8"$"
V$.)+-M'+"0(+$5"&#"$"-&7)+*!"*++*+()3:"&3"
*2+"6(+7)6)7+"&#"72$&-;

I2+"O($>!"D&'-+")-"':.!")3"$"4+$'*)#'."

/$!8")3"7&3*($-*"*&"
5!"3+?*"-*&68"*2+"
D+(*$"$30"F$'."
J5)("A').0)3:"
$*"*2+"I+."J%)%"
H'-+'5"&#"J(*"
&3"W0+(&*"W2$<'."
D$H+.+728"/2)72"
)-"4+$'*)#'.")3"$3"
':.!"/$!;

B)*2)3"*2+"
7&56.+?"&#":$..+()+-"$(+"/&(@-"4!"F)7$--&8"H)(Y8"Z$3"P&:28"H&3+*8"[.)5*8"
\$7@-&3"F&..&7@8"=&!"])72*+3-*+)38"D+3(!"H&&(+8"$30"&*2+(-^"/)*2&'*")-"$"
4').0)3:"&#"6&.)-2+0"#&.0-"$30"$3:.+-"*2$*".&&@-".)@+"$3"&():$5)"(+)5$:)3)3:"
&#"G&$2<-"$(@;

I2+3"*2+(+"$(+"*2+"4').0)3:-"*2$*"$(+"3+)*2+("4+$'*)#'."3&("':.!8"5+(+.!"
4('*$.8"-'72"$-"*2+"F-$:&*",3%+-*5+3*"I&/+("&3"J2$0"D$<$5"W*(++*8"/2)72"
rises Babel-like, the rows and rows of windows interrupted, 15 floors from 
*2+"*&68"4!"$"9&.*"&#"3+:$*)%+"-6$7+"/)*2"$"6)..$(")3K4+*/++38".)@+"*2+"2$30.+"
&#"$"9':;

I2)-"$(72)*+7*'($."-*!.+")-"@3&/3"$-"A('*$.)-58"3&*"4+7$'-+"&#"$3!"
6(+0).+7*)&3"#&("4('*$.)*!"&3"*2+"6$(*"&#"*2+"$(72)*+7*8"4'*"4+7$'-+")*"7$..-"#&("
7&6)&'-"$5&'3*-"&#"_4+*&3"
4('* 8̀"5+$3)3:"($/"7&37(+*+;

W*)..8"$":&&0"A('*$.)-*"
4').0)3:"1"$3&*2+("+?$56.+"
4+)3:"F&3*+")3"\&2$33+-4'(:"
1"/).."$./$!-"4()3:"0!-*&6)$3"
science fiction to mind, which 
)-"/2!",".)@+"*&"-*&6"$30"-*$(+"
$30"/&30+("/2$*")*"5'-*"4+"
.)@+"*&"/$.@"0&/3"*2&-+".&3:8"
3+&3K.)*"7&(()0&(-")3"-+$(72"&#"
one’s office cubicle.

A'*"$"/$.@"*2(&':2"*2+"
-*(++*-"&#"I+."J%)%"/).."$./$!-"
.+$0"5+8")3"*2+".$*+"$#*+(3&&38"
*&"*2+".&3:"$30"/)30)3:"6(&5+3$0+8"/2+(+","7$3"/$*72"*2+"-'3"-)3@)3:"&%+("
*2+"$37)+3*"*&/+(-"$30"*+56.+-"&#"\$##$8"$30".&&@"4$7@"$*"*2+"+%+(K72$3:)3:"
-@!.)3+8")3"$..")*-"5)?*'(+"&#"-*&3+"$30":.$--8"&.0"$30"3+/8"&(0+("$30"72$&-"
$30"!"#"$"%;
"
a""!"#$%&'()*$&#$+,$+-+*./-&,,&,0$12"*,+'&#34$).&32*4$#5))67-*&3)*4$+,.$+"372*8
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Bringing SA ßavour to Ôsecret gardenÕ in Tel Aviv
TALI FEINBERG

" ought-after Tel Aviv chef 
Danna-Lee Berman (32) 
is about to open her own 

restaurant in the heart of Tel Aviv, 
and is bringing her African heritage 
to the table. Even though she and her 
family made aliya from Johannesburg 
when she was only six years old, 
her roots have stayed with her, and 
she still has a strong South African 
accent. Now, as she opens her !rst 
eatery, that foundation will come to 
the fore.

"ough her fatherÕs family is Israeli, 
her motherÕs parents are originally 
from Zambia and Zimbabwe. ÒMy 
grandpa was a butcher. He had a huge 
farm, and everything was around 
meat. He was always teaching me 
about meat, how to make biltong, and 
he was always very particular about 
his meat and that nobody knew how 
to cook it properly. My grandmother 
would be on the cover of a cooking 
magazine. She bakes and cooks, 
and is the best chef in the world in 
my eyes. So, everything was around 
Friday night with ÔgagaÕ and ÔgrammyÕ. 
As a Jewish South African family, we 
always had Friday night dinner, and 
we loved it.Ó

Berman always wanted to be a 
chef, and worked her way up from 
the bottom of the industry, straight 
after the army. She trained at Le 
Cordon Bleu Australia, graduated 
with honours, and worked in top 
restaurants with leading chefs in 

Israel and Australia, such as Jamie 
OliverÕs Italian restaurant in Sydney, 
and Pronto and Chader Ochel in Tel 
Aviv. She also won Best Upcoming 
Chef in Tel Aviv in the Time Out Food 
& Drink Awards in 2018. Now, sheÕll 
!nally get to run her own show, and 
the ÒtheatreÓ where sheÕll present her 
work couldnÕt be more special.

Ò"e location is in the middle of the 
national theatre, Habima, so in the 
middle of busy, balagan [crazy] Tel 
Aviv, and itÕs a small, hidden garden 
called Gan HaShikmim. Shikmim 
means ÒSycamoreÓ, a very rare tree 
Ð there are only about !ve left in 
Israel Ð in that secret garden. So itÕs a 
safe haven and oasis in the middle of 
central Tel Aviv. It has a lot of history 
Ð itÕs about 59 years old Ð and a lot 
that has happened there, but thereÕs 
also been nothing there for years. We 
want to bring it back to life.

ÒI always knew I wanted to have my 
own restaurant, cook my own food, 
and do my own thing, representing 
my beliefs in how restaurants should 
be managed and how a kitchen 
should look. I always knew I would 
own my own restaurant one day,Ó she 
says.

Even though Berman is well-known 
for French and Italian cooking, the 
Shabbat cooking that developed her 
love of food will make its appearance 
Ð for example, in a dish featuring 
pickled brisket.

ÒIt will be very me,Ó she says. 
ÒIÕm French trained, but I fell in 
love with Italian food about !ve 

years ago.Ó SheÕs well-known for 
her pastas, and the menu will be 
Òa true representation of me: a lot 
of French, Italian techniques and 
traditional dishes, but a lot of South 
African things that I grew up with 
and #avours I grew up on. I donÕt 
think youÕll be able to put a tag on the 
restaurant or what type of food it is, 
as there are so many in#uences.Ó

She loves being part of IsraelÕs 
thriving food scene, and says ÒIsraeli 
food is amazing. WeÕre in the Middle 
East so there are Syrian, Lebanese, 
Jordanian, Egyptian, Greek, and 
Turkish in#uences, and then we 
have Jews who have come here from 
all over the globe, from Europe to 
North Africa. "is results in the most 
delicious, special, unique food in the 
world.Ó

Berman was one of three Israeli 
chefs to take part in Tel Aviv Groove 

in 2022, where they brought the 
essence of Tel Aviv food to Los 
Angeles with a series of pop-up 
culinary events. ÒI love feeding and 
hosting people, working with new 
cooks, #avours, eating, smells É 
everything that food represents,Ó she 
told the Jewish Journal at the time. ÒI 
love it when people close their eyes 
when they taste something delicious. 
People can !ght over millions of 
things, but when thereÕs good food, 
everyone can sit at the same table, 
eat, and be happy.Ó

"ough she absolutely loves 
her work, it hasnÕt been without 
challenges. She took part in an Israeli 
cooking reality show a couple of 
years ago, which she describes as a 
tough experience. She has also always 
struggled with her weight. ÒI was my 
heaviest in 2019. I started therapy, as 
living the life of a chef meant I was on 

the verge of a complete breakdown. 
I realised that I needed to look after 
myself. It wasnÕt about being thin but 
rather looking after my health and 
happiness.Ó

"en the pandemic arrived, and 
ÒIt was like the world was telling me 
to stop running and just stop for a 
minute and take care of myself. Just 
from making that decision, I lost 
50kg and became addicted to sport.Ó

She has travelled a long journey, 
but all roads eventually lead back to 
her roots. ÒI always feel connected 
to South Africa, and always say 
IÕm South African and proud of 
it. I still feel like itÕs home. I love 
South Africa Ð everything about 
it. I always feel very South African 
even though IÕm very Israeli. South 
Africa is the most special place in 
the world. IÕm proud and happy to 
be a part of it.Ó

Danna-Lee Berman

A walk in the city of balagan
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ÔManneÕ for megawatts

! nce again, South Africa leads the 
world. And this time itÕs in the 
vexing area of gender assignment.

!e debate around gender can "nally be 
solved. And, at the risk of being ÒcancelledÓ 
(again), IÕm going to suggest that South 
Africans could showcase this to the world. 
!ere are two genders, male and female, 
and the determination thereof is simpler 
than could previously have been imagined.

To prove the theory, the following is 
required: a family sized dining room table, 
six comfortable chairs, refreshments, and 
six South African participants. !e group of 
non-gender-speci"c (or is that gender non-
speci"c) subjects will need to allow a few 
hours to determine unequivocal results. 
But in my experience, outcomes might 
be determined after as little as 15 to 20 
minutes.

Although there are several alternatives, 
for the quickest and most accurate "nding, 
I would suggest the following process:

!e group gathers around the table. 
Refreshments are o#ered. After about 
"ve minutes of general chatter, the group 
controller will need to ask, ÒWhat time will 
loadshedding take place?Ó Whereas there 
might be a few suggestions and answers, 
along with the required bashing of the 
African National Congress, one person 
will always answer, ÒI donÕt even know 
anymore. Not since we installed solar.Ó

!is is the alpha male, and he can be 
categorised immediately in terms of gender.

One participant down.
!e remaining "ve will now enter the 

alternative-energy discussion. Rent to own 
versus outright ownership will be debated. 
And whereas all members of the group 
might have a view on this, the men are 
more likely to spend time contemplating 
the business model of the installers. As 

though it matters.
ItÕs important to note that female 

participants will sustain a maximum of 
three minutes of interest in the discussion 
before moving on to another subject. In 
addition, they wonÕt use terms that include 
Òmegawatts, voltage, kilowatts per hour, 
lithium, or e$ciencyÓ. Use of any of this 
terminology will place them in the male 
category. !at said, the group controller 
needs to be aware that thereÕs a reasonable 
chance that females in the group might 
use words such as Òsolar panelsÓ, and could 
even know how many they have on their 
roof. Use of Òsolar panelÓ is gender neutral, 
and shouldnÕt be utilised for assignment 
purposes.

I arrived at this gender determination 
methodology purely by accident. It was, 
in fact, my wife who "rst pointed out that 
men seem to be able to spend a signi"cant 
amount of time discussing electricity 
supply and the alternatives to Eskom.

She might have put it di#erently and 
said, ÒItÕs so boring!Ó and ÒItÕs not normal 
how much time you and your friends can 
speak about this!Ó In frustration, she may 
have added, ÒDo you actually care how 
much electricity the garden fountain uses 
and what percentage your battery is sitting 
at every minute of the day?Ó

!e answer was a resounding ÒYes!Ó And 
when I said so, she shook her sadly and 
walked away.

Indeed, the stereotypes employed might 
well o#end some. And they might not be 
absolute. Before disagreeing, "nd a family 
sized table, gather six people together and 
ask, ÒWhat time is loadshedding?Ó And 
then letÕs chat.

!"##"$%
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Our team of over 1 400 professionals, operating 
from 7 ofÞces in South Africa, offers a unique 
combination of local market knowledge coupled 
with an international network, personal service and 
a professional approach. We shine a unique lens on 
clientsÕ businesses to see the people beyond the 
numbers and establish where they are going.
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ABOVE BOARD
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Great commemorations
A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

INNER VOICE
Howard Feldman

!is column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Israeli Salad per 100g

O" ers valid till 3 MAY 2023 or while stocks last

CONCIERGE SHOPPING SERVICE
orders@kosherworld.co.za

1 Long Avenue, Glenhazel
011 440 9517  |  www.kosherworld.co.za

Actual o! ers may di! er from visuals shown. KosherWorld is available at 
selected Checkers stores. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
While stocks last. E&OE.
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HOMETOWNPHARMACY#PROPHARM.CO.ZA
087$803$4000 082$711$4342

יום העצמאות שמח

Yom Haatzmaut 
Sameach

ENERGADE 
SPORTS DRINK 
ASSTD
500ML EACH
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10109999

SCHWEPPES
 LEMONADE & 
TONIC WATER

1L EACH

SPORTS DRINK 

SCHWEPPES
 LEMONADE & 
TONIC WATER

1L EACH

14149999

FALAFEL KING FALAFEL 
BALLS ASSTD 18`S 

250G EACH

49499999

OK SPAGHETTI PACK 500G

G
A

U

A

U

A

T E

OK SPAGHETTI PACK 500GOK SPAGHETTI PACK 500G12129999 TUSCANINI CLASSIC 
PASTA SAUCE 
680G

62629999

AV

AILABLE AT

G
A

UT EN G ONLY

ANAT 
WRAPS 
ANAT 

99999999

OK TOMATO
 & ONION MIX  

410G

13139999

OSEM SOUP ONION 
AND MUSHROOM 

400G EACH

1671679999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL ST ORES

JUNGLE 
OATS 
1KG

JUNGLE 
OATS 

41419999
LAAGER TEA ROOIBOS 
80`S
LAAGER TEA ROOIBOS LAAGER TEA ROOIBOS 
37379999

LANCEWOOD FAT FREE 
SMOOTH COTTAGE CHEESE
250G

33339999

MONTAGU 
WALNUTS 

200G

MONTAGU 
WALNUTS 

79799999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL ST ORES

CLOSEMYER 
OVEN&BRAAI 

CLEANER H!
DUTY FOAM 

400ML

3799373737373799999937993737993799

CLOVER 
CLASSIC 

DAIRY SNACK 
ASSTD

6`S

16169999

P!100G

LANCEWOOD FAT FREE 
SMOOTH COTTAGE CHEESE
250G

AV

AILABLE AT

G
A

UT EN G ONLY

49499999

TUSCANINI 
TOMATO 

PASTE 
200G

MONTAGU 
MANGO 
STRIPS 

500G

2022029999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL ST ORES

AOSEPT PLUS 
360ML

1631639999

Powerful Solution of 
Hydrogen Peroxide to 
Disinfect, Clean & Store 
your Contact Lenses

AV

AILABLE AT

G
A

UT EN G ONLY

South African photojournalist Ilan Ossendryver , who has lived in Israel and visited it many times over the past 25 years, shows the countryÕs growth through his lens.
Picture of growth


