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TALI FEINBERG 

The University of Cape Town (UCT) has for the third 
time this year allowed flags of internationally-
designated terrorist groups to be draped 

on its campus and a speaker affiliated to a ‘terrorist’ 
organisation to address students.

On 15 September, the UCT Palestinian Solidarity 
Forum (UCT PSF) hosted a “year-end event and evening 
of resistance” in which the group facilitated engagement 
between students and online guest speaker Hezbollah 
spokesperson Ibrahim al-Mousawi.

Hezbollah is “an internationally-designated terrorist 
and deeply antisemitic organisation,” says 
South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) 
National Chairperson Rowan Polovin. 
Journalist Jeffrey Goldberg wrote in the New 
Yorker in 2002 that Al-Mousawi reportedly 
told him “Jews are a lesion on the forehead 
of history.”

However, UCT spokesperson Elijah 
Moholola once again told the SA Jewish 
Report, “UCT reiterates that student societies 
organise their events autonomously. Should 
any member of the UCT community have 
any issue about any event held on campus, 
they are urged to lodge a formal complaint 
through the relevant internal structures.”

In March, as part of the so-called Israeli 
Apartheid Week (IAW), members of Hamas 
and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) (both 
internationally-designated as terrorist 
organisations) addressed UCT students via 
a video call from Iran, hosted on campus 
by the UCT PSF. Hamas and Hezbollah flags 
were also draped around the room.

In May, UCT once again allowed the 
flags of internationally-designated terrorist 
organisations to be draped on its campus 
and a recognised antisemite and extremist, 
Imam Mohammed al-Assi, to address 
students at the invitation of the UCT PSF. 

On both previous occasions, the South African Union of 
Jewish Students (SAUJS), the SAZF, and the Cape South 
African Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape SAJBD) raised 
their concerns with the university.

“UCT has yet again provided a platform for terrorists 
to promulgate anti-Israel hate and propaganda to 
students on campus,” Polovin says. “The weakness of 
UCT’s leadership, which refuses to prevent and condemn 
the ongoing and flagrant abuse of the campus by hate-
traffickers is deplorable, and must be condemned in 
the strongest terms. UCT must be held accountable for 
allowing extremism to spread on campus on more than 
one occasion this year alone.”

The UCT PSF openly supports organisations like 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and PIJ and calls for intifada (violent 
uprising) and “armed resistance”. 

Hezbollah is designated a terrorist organisation 
by the United States, United Kingdom, Germany, The 
Arab League, and Israel, and several others. Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad is a designated terrorist organisation by 
the United States, European Union, United Kingdom, 
Japan, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Israel. 
Hamas is designated a terrorist organisation by Canada, 
the European Union, Israel, Japan, Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States.

The UCT PSF also regularly displays the flags of 

these terrorist groups. At the beginning of the year, the 
student group said its message was “Viva Hamas, viva 
[Palestinian] Islamic Jihad, viva Hezbollah,” which its 
leaders called out on campus.

When the organisers advertised the 15 September 
event, they said, “A video message will be recorded by 
the participants [at the event] that will be sent directly 
to the Palestinian resistance Hamas and [Palestinian] 
Islamic Jihad! Come out and show South Africa’s 
support for the mujahideen [those engaged in jihad] 
in Palestine!” They also advertised the event as “an 
exclusive message by the Lebanese Islamic resistance to 
UCT students”.

Cape SAJBD Chairperson Adrienne 
Jacobson says, “We’re concerned that 
these groups, categorised as terrorists by 
most Western countries, are being given 
a platform on UCT’s campus. Though 
Palestinian flags have been part of the IAW 
campaign in the past, the introduction of 
Hezbollah flags are symbols of terrorism 
that are particularly triggering for our 
community.”

This time, Hezbollah’s flag, containing 
an assault rifle, was on full display in the 
lecture theatre. Al-Mousawi addressed 
a large crowd in the computer science 
building via video link. Also on display in 
the lecture hall were pictures of recognised 
terrorist leaders. The organisers invited 
participants to bring their families, 
including children, and enticed students 
with free entry and a meal.

Says Jacobson, “We believe in students’ 
rights to free speech. However, this should 
be done in a non-discriminatory manner 
without inciting violence or promoting hate 
speech.

“Unfortunately, Hezbollah isn’t 
recognised as a terrorist organisation in 
South Africa, in spite of being listed globally 

UCT allows third ‘terrorism’ engagement in one year
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The Talmud (Rosh 
Hashanah 16b) tells us 
that there are three books 

opened on Rosh Hashanah: “Those who are completely 
righteous are immediately signed and sealed for life. 
Those who are completely wicked are immediately 
signed and sealed for death. Those who are in between 
hang in the balance until Yom Kippur. If they are 
meritorious, they are inscribed for life, and if they aren’t 
found meritorious, they are inscribed for death.”

The basic understanding of whether a person 
is “righteous” or “wicked” usually depends on the 
amount of mitzvahs and transgressions that person 
has performed. The righteous have more mitzvahs 
than transgressions, while the wicked have more 
transgressions than 
mitzvahs.

Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe in 
his book Maamarei Yemei 
Ratzon, cites the Alter of 
Kelm’s challenge of this 
explanation. Since the 
Gemarah states that one 
who fails to observe even 
a rabbinic commandment 
is called wicked, how can 
righteousness be dependent 
on the ratio of mitzvahs to 
transgressions? One might 
have more mitzvahs than 
transgressions and still be 
considered wicked because 
that person failed to observe 
a rabbinic commandment.

It must be, says the 
Alter, that “righteous” and 

“wicked” in the above context describe 
a person’s standing regarding teshuvah 
– repentance. One who is close to 
repentance is righteous, and one who is 
distant from repentance is wicked. Even if 
one has performed numerous sins, if that 
individual bemoans their lowly spiritual 
state and has a sincere desire to improve, 
in heaven, they are included in the book of 
the righteous.

According to this explanation, who 
are those who are “in between”, who 
are neither completely righteous nor 
completely wicked? A person is either 
close to performance of teshuvah or far 
from it; they cannot be near and far at the 
same time.

The answer is that we are complex 
creatures. At times, we loyally serve our 
Creator, there are also times when we 

serve our lower selves, doing as we please 
and ignoring our spiritual responsibilities. 
This describes those who are in between. 
Such a person might have areas where 
they are close to teshuvah. Yet in other 
areas, they serve their evil inclination, 
leaving them far from teshuvah as it 
doesn’t occur to them that they have 
anything to rectify.

Our work on Yom Kippur is to recognise 
that we need to embrace our Creator at all 
times because then we liberate ourselves 
from the evil inclination. Attaining a 
spiritual level in which every aspect of 
one’s life is geared toward serving one’s 
Creator is a lifelong career, but it all 
begins with recognising that we have 
only one master. This recognition isn’t just 
the cornerstone of teshuvah, it’s key to 
liberating the soul.

Liberating the soul
Rabbi Danny Sackstein  

Sunny Road Kehilla

Torah Thought

Every September, speeches by heads of state at the 
United Nations (UN) General Assembly’s general 
debate are meant to take less than 15 minutes. 

Although often honoured in the breach, part of the art is 
knowing what to leave out.

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa used his 
address on 19 September in New York to traipse through 
well-worn trails of the country’s foreign policy. It’s what 
he didn’t say that’s most interesting. And, of course, there 
was some Israel-bashing.

“We must work for peace in the Middle East,” he said. 
“For as long as the land of the Palestinians remains 
occupied, for as long as their rights are ignored and 
their dignity denied, such peace will remain elusive. The 
actions of the government of Israel have imperilled the 
possibility of a viable two-state solution. The principles 
of the UN Charter on territorial integrity and on the 
prohibition on the annexation of land through the use of 
force must be applied in this situation.”

This is a typically 
one-sided view of the 
conflict, heaping all the 
blame on Israel, with no 
acknowledgement of 
Palestinian terror attacks, 
indiscriminate rocket 

fire into Israel, and diplomatic stratagems. It ignores 
other conflicts in the region. This simplification of the 
complexities is myopic.

Looking at the bigger international picture, 
Ramaphosa said, “[M]uch of humanity is confronted 
by war and conflict, by want and hunger, by disease 
and environmental disaster. Solidarity and trust 
between states is being eroded. Inequality, poverty, 
and unemployment are deepening.” He urged the 
international community to address these problems, or 
the Sustainable Development Goals would be unlikely to 
be fulfilled by 2030, and the climate crisis would worsen. 
He succinctly captured these issues.

“Democratic South Africa has committed itself to the 
promotion of human rights, human dignity, justice, 
democracy, and adherence to international law. From 
the experience of our own journey from apartheid to 

democracy, we value the importance 
of engaging all parties to conflicts to 
achieve peaceful, just, and enduring 
resolutions. It’s these principles that inform South Africa’s 
participation in the African Peace Initiative, which seeks 
a peaceful resolution of the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine. In this conflict, as in all conflicts, we have 
insisted that the UN Charter’s principle of respect for the 
territorial integrity of every country should be upheld.”

Language matters. Here, Ramaphosa describes 
Russia’s invasion of a sovereign neighbour as a “conflict” 
between two states. But there would be no conflict 
without the invasion. And in spite of emphasising the 
importance of territorial integrity, South Africa once again 
refrains from condemning Russian aggression. At least he 
avoided calling the invasion a “special military operation”, 
the euphemistic phrase preferred by Moscow.

Later, Ramaphosa said, “It’s a grave indictment of this 
international community that we can spend so much 
on war, but we cannot support action that needs to be 
taken to meet the most basic needs of billions of people.” 
This was a thinly veiled swipe at the West for bolstering 
Ukraine.

“As a global community,” Ramaphosa said, “we should 
be concerned by recent incidents of unconstitutional 

What Ramaphosa didn’t say at UN speaks volumes

Continued on page 11>>
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President Cyril Ramaphosa addresses 
the United Nations General Assembly
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LEE TANKLE

A chance meeting at 
Orange Grove School in 
Johannesburg inspired Gary 

Meyers, a South African architect 
now living in Australia, to raise 
enough money for a new prosthetic 
arm for Kerry-Lee Brandt Salamon 
who gave birth to a baby girl this 
week.

It took him six weeks and 
a GoFundMe page to reach 
the goal of 22 000 Australian 
dollars (almost R270 000) to 
change her life.

Brandt Salamon, who is 
an occupational therapist 
but also worked part-time 
as a pole acrobat and aerial 
dancer, had to have her arm 
amputated after a horrific 
accident in 2014.

She had been rehearsing for 
a show at Sun City in August 
of that year when she fell six 
metres headfirst because of 
a failed rigging system. She 
had been performing a trapeze 
sequence with another acrobat 
who was holding her from above 
when the rigging broke.

Brandt Salamon was in hospital 
for six months in a coma, and had to 
undergo several surgeries, including 
brain surgery and ultimately the 
amputation of her arm.

“They told me I’d never recover 
and would be a vegetable,” Brandt 
Salamon told the SA Jewish Report 
earlier this year. “The fact that I’ve 
recovered as much as I have and 
that I’m still recovering has shocked 
everyone – even my sister, who is a 
doctor herself.”

But Meyers took her recovery to 
another level.

He met Brandt Salamon on one of 
his numerous trips to South Africa 
in early 2023. Meyers was helping 
his friend, Barbara Novick, with a 
literacy and numeracy programme 
at Orange Grove School. “Kerry-
Lee was helping the children in the 
cold school hall, and I noticed her,” 
Meyers told the SA Jewish Report.

“He approached me and talked 
to me about my arm,” she recalled. 
“I told him that I wanted to get a 
prosthetic arm to replace the one 
that I had already.” At this point, 
Meyers simply informed Brandt 
Salamon and her doctor that he 
would make sure she got her new 

prosthetic arm. “I told her doctor 
to order the parts for the new arm,” 
said Meyers.

“At first, I thought it was a joke,” 
said Brandt Salamon, “but clearly it 
wasn’t.”

Said Meyers, “I don’t believe 
money should stand between 
someone being able to have a 

limb.” He started the 
GoFundMe campaign at the end of 
May.

“It was a big risk for me. If I didn’t 
get any donations, I would have had 
to foot the bill. In any charity work 
I do, I’m always the first and last 
person to donate,” he said.

“I reached out to as many people I 
could think of to try and get them to 
donate.” As a King David Linksfield 
alumnus, he reached out to ex-
Davidians far and wide.

“I didn’t know where the money 
would come from, so when it started 
to come, I was confused,” said 
Brandt Salamon.

Meyers is no stranger to charity 
work. “I’ve been involved in 
fundraising for organisations such as 
Animals For Australia since 2010,” 
he said. “After my heart attack in 
2018, I decided I wanted to do even 
more charity work.”

Thereafter, he embarked on 
massive walking expeditions to 
raise money for the St Vincent’s 
Hospital in Sydney. Before coming 
to South Africa in May, Meyers had 
just completed a 330km walk from 
Sydney to Canberra.

“I arrived in Canberra on  
2 March, where I was greeted by 

Injured acrobat lifted by donation of prosthetic arm

David Hurley, the governor-
general of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, the highest-
ranking person in the area,” he 
said.

The GoFundMe had a 
phenomenal response, and the 
goal was met within six weeks.

“I’m still in shock that I was able 
to have my arm fixed. It’s honestly 
insane,” said Brandt Salamon.

“I’ve donated because I feel this is 
one of the best causes Gary Meyers 

has ever been involved in, and he has 
done quite a few,” wrote a donor on 
the site.

Another said, “Because Kerry’s 
attitude is a contagious inspiration 
to anybody who would read her 
story. Giving back is contagious in a 
good way.”

Even former Springbok Rugby 
Captain Francois Pienaar reached 
out to Meyers and Brandt Salamon, 
writing, “Dear Kerry, what an 
incredible story of resilience. You 

have gone through so much and 
continue to fight. I can imagine that 
at times it must be difficult to keep 
up the fight, to keep spirits up, and 
push forward.

“With the love and support you 
have combined with your strength 
and determination, you cannot fail. 
Sometimes success doesn’t quite 
look like what we thought it would 
and at times, life hurdles you onto 
another path, as traumatic as that 
has been for you, reading your story,” 
Pienaar wrote.

“I commend you for this 
superhuman achievement against 
all odds. Stay strong Kerry, and 
may your story provide hope and 
inspiration to others facing life-
changing traumas and challenges. 
You can be proud of your mind and 
body.”

Combined with the excitement 
of repairs to her prosthetic arm, 
Brandt Salamon found out she was 
expecting a baby girl, who she gave 
birth to earlier this week. “I was 
already six months along when I 
found out I was pregnant. It was a 
shock,” she said. Having her new 
arm made the pregnancy even more 
exciting. “I was practising picking 
her up. It’s honestly amazing that I 
was able to meet Gary, and I can now 
hold my perfect daughter with my 
new arm,” she said.

Kerry-Lee Brandt Salamon with her baby girl

Gary Meyers and Kerry-Lee Brandt Salamon

UCT allows third ‘terrorism’ engagement in one year
>>Contined from page 1

as such. The other issue is that speakers are confirmed as 
addressing students in one capacity, and then it’s revealed during 
the talk that they are part of another organisation.

“These are presentations and no more,” Jacobson says, but if 
Jewish students don’t feel safe, “they should voice their concerns 
to UCT leadership, as they should do whenever any controversial 
speaker comes to campus”.

“They can reach out to the Cape SAJBD on sajbd2@ctjc.co.za or 
contact SAUJS. The Cape SAJBD can provide a ‘know your rights on 
campus’ handbook to students,” Jacobson says.

In addition, students, parents, invested parties, and the 
community “can write to the UCT leadership and share their 
concerns”, Jacobson says. “Though the Cape SAJBD is engaging with 
UCT, the students and parents are the actual clients and as such have 
the right to voice their opinions.”

Following the March incident when members of Hamas and PIJ 
addressed UCT students via video call from Iran, Moholola told the 
SA Jewish Report the university was aware of the event and concerns 
raised by SAUJS prior to the event. He went on to say that it wasn’t 
“an institutional event, but one hosted by a students’ society”.

At the time, the chairperson of SAUJS Western Cape, Erin Dodo, 
said, “I believe this impacts on the safety of Jewish students and 
students in general and makes UCT a place for violence to be 
excused.” Dodo did everything she could to stop the speakers from 

addressing that event. The SAZF and Cape SAJBD also engaged with 
UCT on the matter.

After the incident in May, when Al-Assi addressed students, 
and SAUJS, the SAZF, and Cape SAJBD raised their concerns with 
the university, Moholola reiterated that events hosted by student 
organisations weren’t institutional events. He said UCT management 
wasn’t involved in inviting the speakers, “nor does management 
necessarily align with any views held or expressed by any invited 
speaker”.

“Our universities should provide spaces of rational debate 
and inclusive engagement, and not hotbeds of hostility,” Polovin 
says. “Places of learning in South Africa ought to be clear on the 
dangers of incitement and hosting speakers who would call for the 
discrimination against Jews and the destruction of Israel.”

“Our primary concern on campus is the well-being and safety of 
Jewish students,” Jacobson says. “We will continue to engage with 
UCT.”

“UCT has an almost 200-year legacy as a world-class teaching and 
research institute,” she says. “From our ongoing engagements with 
the leaders of the university, we know that they are all committed to 
ensuring that the campus remains a haven both for free expression 
and safe study. We’re confident Jewish students have no good 
reason to worry about their personal safety or about giving full 
expression to their Jewishness.”
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Waterless hospitals highlight health risks and delays
NICOLA MILTZ

As taps ran dry at several Gauteng public 
hospitals, doctors and healthcare 
workers, many of them Jewish, have 

had to dig deep to push through the stench in 
their commitment to delivering healthcare and 
saving lives.

Health facilities such as Rahima Moosa 
Mother and Child Hospital, Helen Joseph 
Hospital, and Pholosong Hospital in Ekurhuleni 
have experienced water supply interruptions, 
some continuing for days. Residents in affected 
areas have also been frustrated by water cuts 
and low water pressure.

The Gauteng Department of Health (GDoH)
said these latest interruptions were due to 
“various challenges experienced by the water 
utilities, Rand Water, and Johannesburg Water 
and the respective municipalities”.

Hospitals have reservoirs and some have 
boreholes as part of the back-up system when 
there are supply disruptions. “However, 
the system becomes strained when the 
interruptions are prolonged,” said GDoH head 
of communications, Motalatale Modiba.

Johannesburg Water and Rand Water say 
multiple reservoirs are under strain.

One Jewish doctor at Rahima Moosa, who 
asked to remain anonymous, said the smell got 
so bad, he’d do anything to avoid using the toilet.

“The toilets don’t flush when there’s no water, 
so it just sits there, it’s gross,” he said.

However in spite of this, he said these latest 

challenges weren’t “the end of the world”. It was 
business as usual for healthcare workers, who 
“just got on with the business of the day”.

“The water issue is an ongoing thing, we 
just make a plan,” he said, and the hospital 
did its best to provide contingency measures. 
Johannesburg Water despatched water tankers 
to the health facilities to mitigate the impact on 
services.

The water disruptions, he said, affected 
different wards differently as there were one or 
two wards which had working taps while most 
of the taps were dry. “This situation, although 
mostly an inconvenience, has prompted creative 
solutions for handwashing, using bottled water 
and frequent hand sanitation.

“However, there are occasional mishaps 
when individuals forget about the water 
situation and realise it only after applying 
soap, or when you want to boil the kettle and 
it’s empty.

“Some days unexpected floods occur as the 
water supply returns overnight and taps have 
mistakenly been left open,” he said.

This necessitates a rush to mop floors, 
use towels to absorb water, and redirect 
patients while waiting for areas to dry. These 
interruptions also result in longer instrument 
cleaning times, causing a backlog in the 
operating theatre, the doctor said.

Without water, thorough handwashing and 
scrubbing before and after surgeries becomes 
challenging, leading to requests for staff to 

bring five litre bottles of water to work or to use 
an external tap, he said.

Jack Bloom, the Democratic Alliance Gauteng 
Shadow Health MEC, said the water cuts 
highlighted the “urgent need for water resilience 
measures” at Gauteng public hospitals.

“Hospitals should never run out of water as 
it shoots up the risk of infection and disease. 
It’s also distressing for patients, and surgery 
backlogs rise when operations are cancelled.

“With the latest water cuts, the toilets became 
smelly, and relatives had to bring in water when 
visiting their loved ones,” Bloom said.

Water resilience measures should include 
increased reserve water storage, the digging 
of internal boreholes, regular maintenance of 
water pipes, and pumps to get water to higher 
floors when water pressure is low.

“Every hospital needs a water plan in our new 
reality in which flowing water can no longer be 
taken for granted,” Bloom said.

Another doctor, who recently worked 
at Helen Joseph, said the water supply 
interruptions weren’t new, yet there was still 
no evidence of advance planning to ameliorate 
water shortages.

“I’ll never forget the recent sight that greeted 
me in the parking lot one morning when I 
arrived for work. There was a gathering of 
nurses queuing at one working tap outside 
the building, each holding a bucket to fill 
with water. It breaks my heart. It seems like 
this whole area of Johannesburg is being 

forgotten about in terms of service delivery and 
infrastructure,” he said.

“Hygiene is the most important thing in a 
hospital. I wash my hands after every procedure 
and to go outside to do this at a tap is time 
consuming, never mind totally insane. Helen 
Joseph has a superb emergency department 
which will be greatly enhanced by the new 
casualty complex being built, but a hospital 
cannot function optimally without water. 
You cannot operate, you cannot sterilise, and 
patients cannot bath and clean themselves.

“Doctors and nurses go home at the end 
of a shift, what about the poor patients who 
can’t even flush the toilets. It’s disgusting. For 
colleagues who live at the hospital residences 
set up for doctors and nurses, going home after 
a long shift and not being able to shower isn’t a 
joke.”

At Edenvale Hospital, another doctor 
recounted the impact on patients a few weeks 
ago, when the hospital grappled with water 
interruptions caused by a burst water pipe and 
low water pressure, impacting most wards. For 
example, in the paediatric ward, there were 
infants in need of sterilised bottles and water 
for formula preparation.

The situation raised concerns about the 
potential transmission of infection among 
patients, especially those suffering from 
gastroenteritis or diarrhoea. To cope, the 
hospital implemented contingency plans, but 
there were moments when doctors resorted to 
using limited IV fluid for handwashing, staff 
collected water from an external tank using 
buckets, and large bins were filled with water for 
various purposes.

She recalled a challenging incident when 
she struggled to transfer water from a sizeable 
container for toilet use and hand hygiene. In the 
process, she accidentally spilled water. “I then 
had to locate a mop to clean the floors.”

Earlier this week, the GDoH announced that 
though the water supply had stabilised at the 
three affected hospitals, the supply problem 
wasn’t “completely resolved”.

“The department will continue working with 
the relevant stakeholders to improve its capacity 
and infrastructure to ensure that health services 
continue to be rendered even when there are 
service interruptions,” said Modiba.

Rahima Moosa 
Mother and Child 

Hospital
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3D ALIGNMENT

2ND HAND TYRES

NEW TYRES

2 Dunottar Street, Sydenham 
(Cnr. Louis Botha Ave.)
orchardwheelandtyre@afrihost.co.za

011 485 3742
011 485 3728

ANDREW LAPIN – JTA

A newly uncovered letter provides the strongest 
evidence yet that Pope Pius XII knew about 
the Nazi extermination of the Jews as it was 

happening.
The letter was sent 

by Reverend Lothar 
Koenig, a German Jesuit 
priest, in December 
1942, informing Pius 
of the mass murder of 
thousands of “Poles 
and Jews” at Belzec, a 
Nazi death camp. It was 
discovered by Vatican 
archivist Giovanni Coco.

Pius’ actions during 
the Holocaust have been 
the subject of debate 

for decades. While serving as a senior Vatican official 
before ascending to the papacy, Pius signed a treaty with 
Nazi Germany. Later, as pope, he maintained a public 
silence as Italy’s Jews were rounded up and deported to 
death camps. Other scholars, meanwhile, have argued 
variously that Pius was unaware of the full extent of Nazi 
war crimes, and that he pursued secret back channels to 
funnel Jews to safety.

Scrutiny of Pius has intensified after Pope Francis 
unsealed the Vatican’s archives on Pius in 2019. Earlier 

this month, researchers uncovered documentation 
listing thousands of Jews who had been sheltered from 
the Nazis in Catholic convents and monasteries.

Koenig’s letter leaves little room for doubt about 
whether Pius knew of the Holocaust.

“It was already well established that Pius XII had early 
reports of the Nazis’ systematic efforts to exterminate the 
Jews of Europe,” said David Kertzer, a Jewish Pulitzer-
prize winning historian of the Vatican during World War 
II. The letter was sent to the Pope’s secretary, his closest 
adviser, which means Pius almost certainly saw it, Coco 
said.

The letter, which describes the persecution of 
Catholics in Germany, includes the information about 
Belzec in an appendix. It also points to a longer trail of 
papal communication about the mass murders. There 
are references to reports of the death camp, Auschwitz, 
and the concentration camp, Dachau, hinting at the 
existence of other documents sent to the Pope that 
haven’t been discovered yet.

Pope probably knew about death camps, letter shows
Pope Pius XII 
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becomes the ultimate goal for the legal team at
IN JURE Law Firm. With the All Inclusive
Success Fee, both clients and their legal
representatives share a common interest in
achieving a positive outcome, fostering a
stronger sense of commitment and dedication.

What if My Application is Not Approved?
In the unfortunate event that your application for
Lithuanian citizenship by descent is not
approved and is rejected, you will not be
required to make any payment. IN JURE Law
Firm covers all expenses on the Lithuanian
side, including archival investigation, application
governmental fees, document translations, and
litigation expenses, with no obligation for clients
to compensate.

"Despite numerous unexpected challenges
Dainius persisted and ultimately got our
citizenship reinstated following an Appeal with
the Ministry of the Interior. During the entire
process he did not require any payment up
front, despite undertaking a very significant
amount of work on our behalf, as well as his
firm's costs. He took payment only after
everything was successfully completed." 
Tracey J., SA

The All Inclusive Success Fee: A Transparent and Affordable Approach

Archival Investigations
Document Translations
Application Governmental Fees
Litigation Costs

IN JURE Law Firm offers to the clients the All
Inclusive Success Fee for reinstating their
Lithuanian citizenship by descent. This fee
structure not only sets us apart but also
transforms the way clients approach their legal
needs.

What is the All Inclusive Success Fee?
At its core, the All Inclusive Success Fee is a
payment model, where IN JURE Law Firm
charges clients only after their application for
Lithuanian citizenship by descent is
successfully approved, eliminating the burden
of upfront costs and hidden fees. 

What Does the All Inclusive Success Fee
Cover?
Clients can rest assured that all costs on the
Lithuanian side of their application are included
in this fee, encompassing the following:

Benefits of the All Inclusive Success Fee
This approach aims to provide financial
predictability and peace of mind throughout the
legal process, fostering a more transparent and
collaborative relationship between clients and
their legal team. The success of the client 

Adv. Dainius Ambrazaitis
IN JURE Law Firm 
Vilnius, Lithuania

www.LithuanianPassport.com 

100%
Success

Fee

Free of charge 
individual consultations

LITHUANIAN
CITIZENSHIP

BOOK NOW! 
CONSULTATION@INJURE.LT

Or scan the  QR code to  
connect  on l ine  reg is t ra t ion  
ca lendar

The A l l  Inc lus ive  Success  Fee is  your  w inn ing
s t ra tegy  fo r  L i thuan ian  c i t i zensh ip  by  descent

October  3  to  7  in  Johannesburg
October  8  to  10  in  Cape Town

VOOD YOU 
VANT YOUR 
BOBBA TO GO 
TO A PUBLIC 
HOSHPITAL?
Help an elderly Jew get a 
Medical Aid Hospital Plan

Donate www.SOSAmedical.org
SOSA 

First National Bank 
62713804559

PBO 930062159

Co-Founders: R’ Ari Hoppenstein and 
R’ Shaun Wingrin. Launched 2020.
Co-Founders: R’ Ari Hoppenstein and 
R’ Shaun Wingrin. Launched 2020.
Co-Founders: R’ Ari Hoppenstein and 
R’ Shaun Wingrin. Launched 2020.

431 Louis Botha Ave, 
Highlands North

admin@SOSAmedical.org 

011-882-8322

Israel’s ruling coalition’s plans to reform 
or overhaul the judiciary – depending on 
which side of the argument you stand – 

has been one of the most polarising events 
in the country’s history.

Israeli society has become more fractious, 
and this has filtered out to diaspora 
communities.

Out of all the sectors and industries 
objecting to the proposed overhaul, Israel’s 
security establishment has been the most 
vociferous critic. Should the independence 
of the judiciary be radically curtailed and 
vital checks and balances removed, Israel’s 
military and security establishment could be 
vulnerable to those who 
seek to employ lawfare 
at the International 
Court of Justice.

Thousands of 
reservists from a variety 
of units across all major 
branches of the military 
have threatened not 
to report for duty, 
citing lack of trust in 

government ministers making decisions that 
could render them vulnerable to criminal 
charges.

The Supreme Court provides an extra layer 
of legal protection, ensuring compliance 
with international law and investigating any 
possible transgressions.

Imagine National Security Minister Itamar 
Ben Gvir or Bezalel Smotrich, a self-described 
fascist who has a military portfolio in the 
West Bank, making decisions that Israel’s 
soldiers must carry out. Therein lies the rub.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is in 
New York this week ahead of his address to 
the United Nations General Assembly. As the 
prime minister was making his way “States-
side”, more than 80 former top defence and 
security officials released a letter in Hebrew 
and English warning of “significant harm” to 
Israel’s security as a result of the proposed 
judicial overhauls.

Addressing the letter to Yuli Edelstein, the 
chairperson of the Knesset foreign affairs 
and defence committee, the damning letter 
accuses the prime minister of “deceit of the 
defence establishment” and “significant 
harm to the security of the state of Israel”.

“These actions – led and promoted by 
Netanyahu – are transforming the state 
of Israel from a democracy based on the 
principles of our declaration of independence 
to an autocracy that harms Israel’s national 
strength through the dismantling of the 
IDF [Israel Defense Forces], its defence 
establishment, economy, financial stability, 
and risks the social fabric of the people and 

the state of Israel,” the letter said.
“Netanyahu’s conduct and the manner 

in which he makes decisions could cause 
significant damage to the national security 
of Israel and also to the national security 
of Israel’s close ally – the United States,” it 
continued.

“It’s clear to us that the main motive for 
Netanyahu’s acts is his desire to stop the legal 
proceedings being conducted against him in 
the Israeli court on charges of bribery, fraud, 
and breach of trust, that were filed against him 
by the attorney general that he himself chose 
and appointed to the position. It’s clear to us 
that his actions are intended also to enable 

him to cancel 
the state 
commission 
of inquiry 
headed 
by former 
Supreme 
Court 
president, 
Justice Asher 
Grunis, 
which is 
investigating 
the 

‘submarines and marine-vessels affair’”.
The letter continues to state specific 

incidents where the signatories believe 
that the prime minister is endangering 
the security of the country.

It concludes with a plea to Edelstein, 
who is a member of the Likud faction 
chaired by Netanyahu, and is the former 
speaker of Knesset.

“As chair of the Knesset foreign 
affairs and defence committee, it’s your 
duty by law to oversee the conduct of the 
government and its prime minister on such 
critical issues related to the national security 
of Israel and its future.”

Among the 82 signatories are Lt General 
Moshe (Bogie) Ya’alon, former defence minister 
and chief of staff; Carmi Gillon, former director 
of the Shin Bet; Commissioner Rafi Peled, 
former chief commissioner of Israel police; Ilan 
Mizrahi, former head of the national security 
council; Major General Danny Yatom, the 
former director of the Mossad; and others.

Earlier this week, the prime minister sat 
down for a conversation with the entrepreneur 
and owner of X, Elon Musk, and admitted 

that the initial proposal for overhaul was a 
“mistake” that would “reject one imbalance 
by creating another”, but that the process 
for electing judges must change. He said 
that was his focus.

As the pressure mounts on the prime 
minister, Israelis are wondering if it will 

have any effect before it’s 
too late.

• �Rolene Marks is a Middle East commentator 
often heard on radio and TV and is the  
co-founder of Lay of the Land and the  
SA-Israel Policy Forum.

Former military accuse Bibi of damaging Israel’s security

Chair of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee, MK Yuli Edelstein
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Netanyahu’s conduct and the 

manner in which he makes 

decisions could cause significant 

damage to the national security 

of Israel and also to the national 

security of Israel’s close ally –  

the United States.
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Academic freedom – no 
excuse for antisemitism

The source of  qual i ty  content ,  news and ins ights

As we count down to Yom Kippur this weekend, I 
cannot help wondering why the University of Cape 
Town (UCT) doesn’t just apologise to the South 

African Jewish community for allowing terrorists onto its 
campus, albeit online, to speak to students.

When the Hezbollah representative spoke last Friday, it 
surely didn’t escape the university leadership’s notice that 
this was the third time it had allowed people considered 
terrorists around the world to speak on campus.

It couldn’t have missed this point, considering that each 
time it has allowed it, the South African Union of Jewish 
Students, the South African Jewish Board of Deputies, and the South African Zionist Federation 
have taken it up with the university. This newspaper has also written about it every time, and 
gone to UCT for a response. Surely it recognises how upsetting this is for the community?

Why would a university welcome people who are internationally known terrorists onto its 
campus – albeit online – and into its lecture halls? Why would a university’s leadership allow such 
people to sprout their prejudice in its hallowed halls?

Surely leaders of universities realise that this can only be harmful and invites prejudice onto a 
campus that purports to fight racism of any kind?

The organisations they welcome are clear to the world that they want to eliminate the Jewish 
state and all its people. They are open about their hatred, believing they have a right to it. And 
why not, seeing as they are given a free platform in what is still considered one of the best 
universities in Africa?

Once upon a time, UCT was known for its extensive Jewish student body. So much so, students 
from Stellenbosch University nicknamed the UCT’s rugby teams “Ikeys”, which came from the 
word “kikes”, an antisemitic epithet for Jews. Today, the teams are still known as Ikeys. But the 
university appears to be becoming less and less welcoming towards Jews because of its open-
arms policy towards blatantly anti-Israel and antisemitic terrorist organisations.

Having a representative of Hezbollah on campus is outrageous.
Hezbollah is designated a terrorist organisation by the United States, United Kingdom, the 

Arab League, and several other countries. But this didn’t make the university question the 
decision to allow its spokesperson to speak to students. I understand that South Africa hasn’t 
designated it a terrorist organisation, but that doesn’t mean that it isn’t. And having Hezbollah 
speaking to students is hugely offensive to us.

The organisers of this week’s event sent out an invitation that stated, “A video message will be 
recorded by the participants [at the event] that will be sent directly to the Palestinian resistance 
Hamas and [Palestinian] Islamic Jihad!”

So, the students are called on to send messages of support to terrorist organisations? Really, 
this is acceptable on campus?

Palestinian Islamic Jihad is a designated terrorist organisation by the European Union, 
Australia, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

As for Hamas, it’s designated a terrorist organisation by Australia, Israel, the United 
States, the European Union, Britain, and Canada.

Surely, these countries know something about terrorism.
The fact that UCT allows this is offensive to the Jewish community in general. How can 

it not be? But, as in the past few occasions when the university has been called out on this 
same issue, it dismisses it as if it’s irrelevant and not something it gets involved in.

Would it allow people who are racist to stand up and speak about how they hate black 
people? It wouldn’t. I cannot believe that in that case, it would still say that as a university, 
it didn’t get involved in such things. Nobody would accept that.

Would people be allowed to speak about hatred towards Muslim people? Not even 
for a moment. How can a university of this stature allow itself to be used like this? What 
other organisations would it allow to speak out on campus?

Why is it okay for people who want to destroy the Jewish state to be allowed to speak 
on campus?

It’s the week of asking for forgiveness, and I believe we would certainly be open to UCT 
apologising and never doing it again. Perhaps it still will. It’s high time for the university 
to consider what it’s doing by giving terrorists an open platform on campus.

Some may argue that it’s about academic freedom, and universities should allow 
for as many viewpoints as possible. However, academic freedom isn’t an excuse for 
antisemitism. Also, an institution that purports to eradicate prejudice and racism cannot 
ignore prejudice and racism.

On a far more uplifting note, when you have a passing meeting with someone and they 
promise to do you a favour worth R270 000, you’re unlikely to believe them. I certainly would be 
a bit sceptical about such promises. However, when architect Gary Meyers told Kerry-Lee Brandt 
Salamon that he would get her a new prosthetic arm, he not only meant it, but actually did it in 
record time.

Brandt Salamon has had her fair share of bad luck after an almost fatal accident. But this week, 
when she gave birth to her baby girl, she also had this recent incredible experience to inspire her 
and a new prosthetic arm to help her to deal with the joys of first-time parenting.

Meyers did the right thing, but it was something nobody could possibly ask him to do. It was a 
huge venture to offer to raise this kind of money, but he took it on willingly.

He is proof positive about how rewarding it is to do good for others. It’s so evident that the 
reward for doing good is huge in terms of how you feel about yourself and the positivity it 
engenders in your life.

With the new year having come and gone and Yom Kippur on our horizon, let’s take a leaf out 
of Meyers’ book and get inspired by helping others.

Shabbat Shalom and g’mar chatima tova!
Peta Krost

 
The SA Jewish Report won’t publish next week due to the high holy days. We’ll be back the following 
week, on 5 October.
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SA community still world 
envied

We all know that South Africans face 
challenges. Yet, South African Jewry remains 
extraordinarily vibrant and resilient. It’s often 

viewed with admiration and a tinge of envy by global 
Jewry. A few surprising facts, many of which come from 
a survey jointly conducted in 2019 by the Kaplan Centre 
for Jewish Studies and Research at the University of Cape 
Town and the Institute for Jewish Policy Research in the 
United Kingdom (UK), highlight the uniqueness of this 
community.

South Africa has among the highest proportion 
of Jewish children in Jewish schools than any other 
diaspora community. It’s estimated that close to 80% of 
Jewish children attend Jewish schools. This ensures that 
Jewish knowledge, tradition, and connection to Israel 
are conveyed to subsequent generations. It also acts as 
a natural antidote to intermarriage, which stands at just 
less than 20% compared to levels in excess of 50% in the 
United States and in much of Europe.

About 90% of South African Jews have a strong or at 
least a moderate attachment to Israel. The Zionist youth 
movements are very active, with about 50% of South 
Africans having attended an end-of-year camp. There’s 
also a high level of involvement in Israeli commemorative 
events such as Yom Ha’atzmaut and Yom Hazikaron. 
Though I don’t have the statistics for other diaspora 
communities, I would believe that this is uncommon.

South African Jews, regardless of their levels of 
religious observance, are extremely tolerant of one 
another. It’s a remarkably united community. Though the 
vast majority of community members belong to Orthodox 
shuls – albeit not all practicing – there’s a co-operative 
relationship between Orthodox and Progressive Jewry. 
In fact, the umbrella body of South African Jewry, the 
South African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD), has 
representatives of all streams of Jewry and constructively 
deals with matters of common interest. Moreover, 
there’s unity between the more religious communities 
irrespective of ideological differences.

Notwithstanding the government’s well-known anti-
Israel stance, South Africa boasts one of the lowest levels 
of antisemitism in the diaspora. The average number of 
annual antisemitic incidents over the past decade has 
been about 60, and these have rarely been physical in 
nature or acts of vandalism. This is dramatically lower than 
other diaspora communities such as France and Australia 
– about 500 each – and Canada and the UK – about 2 000 
each. There are many factors contributing to this, including 
a society which shuns discrimination; the SAJBD, which 
deals head on with every antisemitic incident that occurs; 
and South Africa’s Constitution, considered to be the 
world’s most ground breaking and progressive and which 
was relied on recently to convict a leading member of the 
country’s largest trade union of antisemitic hate speech. 
To date, we have bucked the global trend of ballooning 
antisemitism.

South Africa has an exceptionally effective kashrut 
system. For all intents and purposes, there’s only one 
kosher standard. The ubiquitous South African Beth Din 
kosher sign is found on a vast, and continually increasing, 
range of products. Likewise, kosher establishments are 
prolific. South Africa has always been a drawcard for 

international tourists looking for a 
combination safari, mountain, and sea holiday. Travel to 
South Africa for international observant Jews is now more 
popular than ever due to the ease of accessing kosher 
food and religious facilities. The relatively weak rand has 
no doubt contributed to this trend.

South Africa’s primary Jewish welfare organisation, 
the Chevrah Kadisha, is in a league of its own. The Chev 
ensures that every single Jew in South Africa is cared for. 
It runs facilities for the elderly and the disabled; provides 
financial support to those in need; provides counselling 
services; assists in funding education; runs a facility for 
children in need; and much more. The Chev lives by its 
motto: “No Jew will be left behind” and raises hundreds 
of millions of rands to support its activities. Its work is 
supported by numerous other welfare organisations.

For observant Jews, South Africa offers a unique setting. 
There are multiple schools and synagogues – including a 
few new ones in the process of being built – catering for 
all religious streams. Through the efforts of the SAJBD, 
alternative arrangements are made for religious university 
students to write exams that have been set on Shabbat or 
Jewish festivals. Contrary to global trends, universities are 
safe spaces for Jews to express their views on all matters. 
South Africa is also regarded as having initiated one of 
the most successful ba’al teshuva (return to religious 
observance) movements.

At a global Hatzolah conference held in South Africa this 
year, South Africa’s Hatzolah was recognised as the world’s 
leading Hatzolah organisation due to its professionalism, 
infrastructure, people, innovation, and equipment. 
Most South Africans have observed firsthand how 
multiple ambulances and responders with sophisticated 
equipment converge within minutes of a medical 
emergency. South Africa also has a highly regarded 
private hospital network, which offers superb healthcare 
services by top medical specialists. As an aside, there are 
two organisations that provide funding to Jews unable 
to afford medical insurance to allow them to access the 

private healthcare system.
In spite of its relatively 

small size, our community 
has made and continues 
to make an outsized 
contribution to global 
Jewry. South African Jews 
have helped to create 
vibrant communities in 
many countries, including 
notably Australia and 
Canada. In relative terms, 
aliya from South Africa 
remains vibrant, with 
Israel being the primary 
emigration destination. 
And of course, one of our 
more recent exports is the 
global Shabbat Project, 
which was conceptualised 
and implemented by South 
Africa’s own visionary and 
dynamic Chief Rabbi  

Dr Warren Goldstein.
South Africa’s Jews have always made an exceptional 

contribution to the broader society. As is well known, 
they were disproportionately represented in the struggle 
against apartheid, and prominently involved in opposition 
politics and economic development. It remains gratifying 
that Jews continue to be at the forefront of many 
humanitarian outreach programmes in South Africa, but 
this warrants an article of its own.

Finally, I must mention that South African Jews are 
best known for their warmth. Perhaps it’s due to the 
community’s largely homogenous Lithuanian roots, the 
temperate, or the friendly character of South Africans 
generally. Whatever the cause, South African generosity 
and hospitality is world renowned.

Given the above, it comes as no surprise that though 
South African Jews who emigrate may benefit in many 
ways, they often struggle to replicate what they have left 
behind. It behoves those of us who have chosen to remain 
to reflect periodically on the many positive aspects of our 
situation.
• �Shaun Zagnoev is the national president of the South 

African Jewish Board of Deputies.

opinion shaun zagnoev

South African Jews have a strong attachment 
to Israel with close to 80% of Jewish children 
attending Jewish schools
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Extensive 
knowledge 

of Torah

Commitment to 
Jewish and Zionist 

ethos

Knowledge of 
spoken and written 

Hebrew

Halachically
observant 

The ability to 
use and integrate

technology 
into lessons

A willingness to
contribute 

to the extra curricular 
programme

Passion for education

Excellent 
administrative

skills

YOU!

Ability to creatively 
teach Torah to 

different age groups

A recognised 
academic teacher’s
qualification & SACE

registration

FULL TIME

JEWISH STUDIES 
TEACHER

Team player

Brick by brick,
the foundation of Jewish learning starts with you!

In line with POPIA (Protection of Personal Information Act), King David will attempt to ensure the confidentiality of all applicants for this role. All reasonable measures will be in place
to protect personal information but will be used in the recruitment, selection, and reporting process. By submitting your application for this position, you are recognising and
accepting this disclaimer. King David reserves the right not to make an appointment. Only short-listed candidates will be interviewed. 

Please submit a letter of motivation with a full Curriculum Vitae and
contact details of two referees to freinkels@sabje.co.za by 29th September

We’re Hiring!

NESHAMA   KOACH   EXCELLENCE   CREATIVITY   COMMUNITY   TORAH & ISRAEL

Together with the Rambam Trust, we’ll help you overcome 
life’s financial obstacles, building a stronger and more 
resilient community. Learn more about our interest-free 
loans during these challenging times. T’s & C’s apply.

Full confidentiality and privacy guaranteed.
0114585441 • rambam@mweb.co.za 
rambam.co.za 

Life is more than a balancing act.
Empowering the Jewish community with interest-free loans, 

helping to build lives on a solid foundation.

CREDIT CARD DEBT • DEBT RELIEF • CARS • MEDICAL • HOUSE • SCHOOL FEES • LIVING EXPENSES • SIMCHAS

Learning from Columbia sex abuse cover up
wendy hendleropinion

Columbia University has recently been 
rocked by allegations of a cover up of 
sexual abuse by one of its obstetrician/

gynaecologists. After a long and arduous process, 
Dr Robert Hadden (65), has been sentenced to 
20 years in jail for sexually assaulting more than 
200 of his patients.

As I write this article, hundreds more women 
are coming forward with reports of abuse. This 
would make Hadden one of the worst sexual 
predators in American history.

According to an article that appeared in  
The Intelligencer on 12 September 2023, 
Columbia University’s medical department 
acting head was alerted to the problem in 
1993, when a woman reported sexual abuse during a 
pelvic examination. After a cursory check with Hadden’s 
assistant, who claimed she saw nothing, he let the matter 
drop. This was one of the first in a string of reports, some 
in writing, that were brought to their notice over the next 
three decades. Columbia was involved in consistently 
covering up reports, turning a blind eye to this doctor’s 
criminal conduct, and denying accountability at every 
step. It continued to employ the doctor, putting endless 
patients at risk of abuse. At this stage, Columbia has 
agreed to pay $236.5 million (R4.5 trillion) to resolve 
lawsuits brought by 226 of his victims, while admitting no 
fault and placing the blame squarely on Hadden.

It’s natural to be shocked and horrified when reading 
this. We hold ourselves above this kind of behaviour, 
and would never imagine that we or any heads of our 
institutions could act in a similar manner. Though we all 
would want to do the right thing, we may find ourselves 
hampered by the complex issue of trust. In his book, 
Talking to Strangers, Malcolm Gladwell explores the 
question of trust within organisations, believing that they 
cannot function without trust. Employees need to feel 
trusted in order to fulfil their tasks. People need to be 
given the benefit of the doubt, and management cannot 

be second guessing their employees at every 
turn. In larger organisations, the need for trust 
becomes even greater. When an issue comes up, 
management needs to be able to trust the judgement 
of lower-level management in regards to issues 
concerning members of their team.

Let’s hypothesise for a minute. What if you’re the 
chief executive or head of a local school, shul, youth 
movement, or prominent communal organisation? You 
have given years of your life to building this organisation, 
which is extremely close to your heart. Now, an allegation 
of sexual abuse is made against one of your staff 
members, volunteers, or congregants. Without doubt, 
the foundation of your world would be shaken and you 
would find it immensely difficult to believe that it could 
be possible.

It may be someone who you know well, is integral 
to the functioning of your organisation, and who you 
trust implicitly. However, your natural inclination to 
trust, which is a necessary component of leadership, 
may unconsciously trip you up. You may find yourself 
giving the person the benefit of the doubt in spite of the 
seriousness of the allegation. You may even get caught 
up in protecting them and advocating for them and their 

innocence. This may lead you down 
a dark tunnel, which can ultimately 
result in your involvement in a cover 
up and sometimes in cases of sexual 
abuse, victim blaming. Furthermore, 
if the individual is a wealthy and 
significant contributor to your 
institution, it would affect your 
objectivity, and you may be inclined 
to protect the perpetrator in order to 

guarantee their financial support. 
Other considerations which 

might come into play could 
be your institution’s legal 
liability for these incidences, 
as well as the reputational 

damage your institution may 
suffer.
This may sound far-fetched but 

this is exactly the route followed by 
Columbia, a highly acclaimed university, over a 30-year 
period. When charges were pressed, it failed to hand over 
evidence in its possession in spite of a subpoena to do so, 
and waited months to inform its patients that Hadden was 
no longer working. It finally sent out a matter-of-fact letter 
without giving the real reason for his dismissal. This cover 
up meant that many other victims remained unaware of 
the allegations, and were thus prevented from coming 
forward and strengthening the case that the prosecutors 
were trying to build.

Let’s bring this back home again. Now you as chief 
executive need to act. Your duty of care extends to all 
members of the organisation, but through the trust 
dynamic in which you are caught, you may end up 
being single-minded about protecting the alleged 
offender to the detriment of the other parties within your 
organisation. By doing this, the victim’s complaints are 
dismissed.

If the case is one of sexual abuse, as with the Columbia 

University scandal, you may decide 
to set up an internal panel of people 
from within your institution to hear the case and resolve it 
quietly. This may sound wise, but it has serious problems. 
The first is that this body would be wholly untrained 
and inexperienced in dealing with sexual abuse cases. 
Without extensive training on the issue of abuse, the 
nature of a sexual predator, grooming, and the high 
likelihood of reoffending, such a board would clearly be 
ill-equipped to manage such a case. Though the board 
members may believe that they have dealt with the 
problem effectively and that the organisation is now safe, 
they don’t know that most sexual predators are masterful 
at covering their tracks and will generally find ways to 
continue to offend regardless of any measures they have 
put in place to stop them.

Here’s what we all need to learn, particularly those of 
us with leadership positions in our community. When 
you get repeated messages about someone in your 
organisation that are troubling, you have to be willing 
to step in early. You need to set aside your trust for the 
moment, and set up a mechanism to investigate the 
matter. You have to raise your awareness about the 
issue of sexual abuse, and strengthen your willingness 
to explore the matter early on in the process. This is 
especially relevant when there are a number of similar 
reports being brought to your attention.

You need to be a trailblazer, and understand that your 
natural default position of trust may work to the detriment 
of all parties in your organisation, including yourself. G-d 
forbid you should end up in the position that Columbia 
University now finds itself in. Rather act swiftly with the 
intention of doing what’s right and protecting those who 
deserve it most.
• �Wendy Hendler is the co-founder and director of  

Koleinu SA, the helpline for victims of abuse in the  
South African Jewish community. The helpline number 
is 011 264 0341, operating Sunday to Thursday from 
09:00 to 22:00 and after Shabbat until midnight.

Dr  
Robert  

Hadden
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A year after �nishing 
matric, South African 
Barry Feldman found 

himself on Israel’s frontline, 
defending the Jewish state 
from Syrian forces, which 
were part of an Arab coalition 
that launched a surprise 
attack against Israel on Yom 
Kippur on 6 October 1973.

He was one of many young 
people who put their lives on 
the line 50 years ago.

“We were absolutely ‘green’, although 
fortunately, our commanders weren’t,” says 
Feldman. “At 10:00 on Yom Kippur, we were 
told that we may have to go into action at 18:00 
and that there were 1�000 tanks opposite us 
and we had 110. A few minutes after 14:00, 
everything started exploding around us and 
about an hour later, we were on the frontline in 
the south section of the Golan. In the �rst 24 
hours, my unit lost �ve of our 11 tanks. When 

we ran out of ammunition, we took 
it from damaged tanks.

“When we were completely surrounded, they 
organised a convoy of tanks from all the units 
in the area, and we pulled out through enemy 
controlled territory, getting back to our lines 
by morning,” he says. “We hit enemy tanks at 
a range of 50m during the night. We fought 
with the six remaining tanks until the sixth day 
of the war, by which time the Israeli army had 
retaken all the territory that the Syrian army 
had occupied.”

Feldman made aliya in January 1972 
after �nishing matric. Originally from 
Johannesburg, he now lives on Kibbutz Yizre’el 
in Israel’s north. “I joined the army in May 
1972,” he says. “I was in the Nachal infantry 
unit. In July 1973, I went for advanced training 
in tanks. We had done the basics, and I was 
a tank driver in Centurion tanks. We started 
training as a tank unit only two weeks before 
the war.”

He says his parents back in Johannesburg 
had no idea he was �ghting in the war. Even 
his brother, Jules, who was also �ghting on 
the front, assumed that his brother was too 
inexperienced to �ght and was still in training. 

�at’s what he had told their parents back 
home.

Even those not on the frontline were a�ected 
by the war. Leon Singer, who now lives in Cape 
Town, says, “I didn’t �ght in the Yom Kippur 
War but I was at Kibbutz Kfar Blum [in Israel’s 
north] on the day war broke out. It was scary. 
We heard tanks rumbling. I saw Israeli planes 
chasing after Syrian Migs, and one was shot 
down outside our kibbutz. �e nights were 
eerie. Once I walked into the dining room and 
it was pitch black and somebody was playing 
the theme from Exodus on the piano.”

Dr Michael Morris was living in Durban 
but was called upon by Israel to treat war 
wounded in hospital emergency rooms. He 
didn’t hesitate. “At that time, emergency 
medicine hadn’t evolved yet in South Africa or 
many other places around the world,” he says 
from Cape Town, where he now lives. He was 
therefore one of the few doctors who knew 
how to provide emergency care for catastrophic 
injuries, and he saw many. “�e wounds 
included terrible gunshot wounds, burns, and 
missing limbs,” he says.

Feldman says he knows many fellow soldiers 
who were wounded or killed, including in his 
own unit. “After �ve days of nonstop action, 
we were exhausted. After not enough hours of 
sleep, we were woken up and told that we were 
to have the honour of being among the �rst 
tanks to break through into Syria. About 10km 
into Syria, my tank was hit. We all got into a 

second tank, which had also been damaged, but 
was still drivable. �at tank was then hit again. 
We all got out and managed to get into the 
third tank – now 12 of us in the tank.

“�ere was no space, so the commander 
had half his body out of the tank and was hit 
by a bullet and killed. �e tank was then hit 
by a shell in the turret. �e �ash of heat was 
unbelievable. �e driver 
just kept driving because 
he hadn’t been given a 
di�erent command.

“I had some burns, 
shrapnel in my legs, and 
a piece of shrapnel in my 
eye. I was taken to the 
hospital in Safed, and 
spent three days there. 
I was treated and sent 
to a recuperation centre 
in Nahariya. When we 
arrived at the hospital, 
each soldier was given 
a woman soldier to see 
him through the process. 
I was in shock and 
couldn’t stop talking. 
She’s still probably 
having nightmares 
to this day. I told her 
everything down to the 
last gory detail!”

After a few days in the 
recuperation centre, he 
and two others decided 
it was time to go back 
to their unit. “We came 
back to the kibbutz for 
one night, and then 
hitchhiked back to 
the front, which was 
now about 40km from 
Damascus. I found my 
unit, and was there for 
the next six months. �e winter was the coldest 
that the area had known for many years. �e 
temperature went down to minus 13 degrees 
centigrade. If you touched the tank without a 

glove, your hand would stick 
to it.

“We spent two weeks on 
the frontline, and then two 
weeks further back in the 
villages. At some point  
[Prime Minister] Golda  
[Meir] and other members  
of government visited. On  
22 April 1974, [after a 
prolonged war of attrition in 
the Syrian bulge], a cease�re 
was declared. We pulled out, 
and a few days later, I was 
released from the army.”

However, others weren’t so lucky. Feldman 
knew South African olim David “Dudi” 
Silbowitz and Neil Freed, who died in the �rst 
few weeks of the war. Silbowitz was born in 
1948 in Cape Town, and Freed in 1949 in 
Johannesburg. In 1971, the close friends made 
aliya. �ey settled on Kibbutz Yizre’el. Silbowitz 
was a founder of rugby and cricket in Israel. 

He represented Israel in cricket at the Maccabi 
Games. Freed married Jenny Kahn.

Both young men volunteered for the army. 
After basic training, they did advanced training 
in the tank corps, and were allocated to reserve 
units. When the Yom Kippur War broke out, 
their unit was sent to the Egyptian front. On  
18 October 1973, they were ambushed by 
Egyptian forces on the Egyptian side of the 
Suez Canal. �e tank that both men were in 
received a direct hit but continued to move 
forward, ablaze. �e tank took a second hit 
before blowing up. None of the crew survived.

Freed was posthumously awarded the rank 
of corporal. Both were buried on their beloved 
Kibbutz Yizre’el, where a memorial to them still 
exists today. Silbowitz was 24 and Freed was 
25 years old. Every year, a ceremony is held to 
remember them.

Yom Kippur War haunts survivors 50 years on

WE WERE ABSOLUTELY ‘GREEN’, 
ALTHOUGH FORTUNATELY, OUR 

COMMANDERS WEREN’T.

Barry Feldman (centre, facing the camera) and his unit  
cleaning the cannon of their tank, Syrian bulge, January 1974
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Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir 
visiting an injured soldier


