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Dear Friends

VOTE FOR FREEDOM

As Jews, we are eternally searching for freedom. Throughout history, we have stood
courageously against those who attempt to deny us. The story of Pesach reminds us of our
slavery, the gift of our exodus, and our freedom to ‘choose’.

So many in our community are currently feeling trapped; physically and emotionally. The scarcity
of psychological and financial freedom and the resultant absence of choice cause considerable
pain and hopelessness.

If we were to distill the essence of the Chev into a few words, we could say that our purpose is to
ease the pain of fellow Jews by:

providing financial assistance

offering emotional support

caring for people in our residential facilities
rescuing children from compromised situations
extending educational subsidies

By doing so we provide them with a measure of freedom and a safe space in which to breathe
and hope.

But freedom always comes with responsibility.
They are inherently linked.

The Chev relies upon those who can, to partner with us to relieve the pain and suffering of others.
Sharing the load ensures that No Jew is Left Behind.

We need your help to help them.

May the Festival of our Freedom bring peace and relief to Jews here, in our Holy Land, and
across the globe.

Wishing you a joyful Pesach.

Saul

Saul Tomson
Chief Executive Officer
Chevrah Kadisha Group

ChevrahKadisha
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Pair of French Empire-style
servers/console tables
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srael-haters call for probe into Jewish organisations

TALI FEINBERG

ocal Israel-hating extremist groups
have called on the South African
ljustice ministry to probe "the activities

of groups such as the Israel Centre, Jewish
Agency for Israel, and their roles in advocacy
of aliya" They have also insisted that the
South African Police Service and the National
Prosecuting Authority “investigate Zionist
organisations like the SAZF [South African
Zionist Federation] and SAJBD [South African
Jewish Board of Deputies] for their support
of the Israel apartheid state”

The Palestinian Solidarity Alliance
(PSA), Media Review Network (MRN), and

Israeli President
Isaac Herzog
gives Rwandan
President Paul
Kagame a gift
to remind him
of the plight of
the hostages

Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) put out
a statement in this regard on 7 April, also
calling for the arrest of Colonel Golan Vach,
who was visiting South Africa to take partin
the Israel Centre's Aliyah Expo.

In the statement, these organisations
claim that the Aliyah Expo was "a mere cover
to recruit mercenaries that will assist Israel to
kill Palestinians”.

"The South African government's
anti-Israel stance could embolden those
who want to cause harm to Jews," says a
security specialist, speaking on condition of
anonymity. "Alot of the anti-Israel rhetoric we
see on social media encourages groups and
individuals to 'take matters into their own
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hands". This may result in radical elements
seeing this as a call to action. Although

the vast majority of South Africans want
nothing to do with hurting Jews, we cannot
ignore the fact that there's a small minority
who do."

“The BDS [Boycott Divestment Sanctions]
coalition clearly feels that it's open season on
any Jews who support Israel, regardless of
what the Constitution says about freedom of
religion, association, and belief," says SAJBD
National Director Wendy Kahn. "The Jewish
community won't be intimidated by them.
They are a fringe group who make a mockery
of democratic values.”

The PSA, MRN, and PSC said that
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"recruitment” for the Israel Defense

Forces (IDF) "may be underway" in South
Africa, and that Minister in the Presidency
Khumbudzo Ntshavheni recently confirmed
that individuals participating in the war "are
a threat to the interests of the republic, and
will be prosecuted”.

The Israel-hating co-operative claimed
Vach was "at the centre of this recent wave
of recruitment” and that “the Zionist state
is desperate to bolster its troops, with South
Africa as one of its hunting grounds".

The statement demanded that Vach be
"arrested to face trial in South Africa’, saying
he was "aided and abetted by South African
Zionist groups bent on selling Palestinian
land to willing racist buyers
here. This event [the Aliyah Expo]
was held recently in Cape Town,
resulting in the disturbance
of peace and harmony in the
community.”

The organisations neglected
to mention that it was their
supporters who disturbed peace
and harmony in the community
as they viciously targeted a
synagogue and motorists in
its vicinity, while holding up
blatantly antisemitic signs
[see page 3].

"We call on Police Minister
Bheki Cele to intervene urgently
by probing Vach’s purpose and
role in South Africa," read the
statement. Meanwhile, Vach has
already left South Africa.

SAZF Chairperson Rowan
Polovin notes that “Colonel Golan
Vach has led the IDF's renowned
national rescue unit of the Home
Front Command with distinction,
contributing significantly

to global humanitarian aid and disaster-
relief efforts. It stands ready to assist in
emergencies anywhere, including in South
Africa. It's tragic that antisemitic groups seek
to demonise citizens of the world's only
Jewish state.”

Infact, Vach was at the Aliyah Expo
to speak on the topic "Make aliya as a
unified group” A private citizen, he's chief
executive of Israela, which works with the
ministry of absorption and the Jewish
Agency in bringing together families and
accompanying their absorption process.

Speaking to the SA Jewish Report from
Israel, Vach said Israela had been running
this model in France for more than 30 years,
which had resulted in about 2 000 French
Jewish families making aliya, with 98%
remaining in Israel. Three years ago, the
programme expanded to South America,
and it's now reaching out to potential ofim in
South Africa, Canada, and Australia.

Vach's organisation realised the power
of people making aliya as a community,
which provided support and familiarity. The
organisation works with several families
from similar backgrounds to make aliya
together, and helps them find a place in
Israel that matches their values and is able
and willing to receive olim.The organisation
then provides support to the families as they
integrate.

Dafi Kremer, the director of the Israel
Centre, says Vach's meetings were cut short
following threats from hostile organisations,
"in spite of the great demand for the
programme that Golan directs. We will hold
Zoom meetings with Golan to allow more
people interested in making aliya to hear
about his special programme that allows
immigrants to be absorbed into an English-
speaking communities with broad Israeli

Continued on page 13>>

Modern & magnificent

. Range of Pesach gifts

113 George Avenue, Sandringham | www.selwynsegalgifts.co.za

g

Join us for a pre-Pesach shopping event

11 April, 4-7pm

Discounts on Pesach gifts, fun activities for Kids

selwyngifts@jhbchev.co.za | 0116406413 | 0116407173

Selunyn Segal
Gift Centre



2 SA JEWISH REPORT

11 — 18 April 2024

V“ \hﬁst Dukes Gold & Diamond Exchange

We buy all your gold jewellery, Krugerrands,
diamonds, luxury watches & gold coins.

072 048 6812 &) www.dukesgde.co.za e info@dukesgde.co.za

DGDI<
vV,

W
Q

Appliance Repairs on Site

FREE QUOTATIONS

ETERNAL
MEMORIALS

Rabhi Ryan Goldstein
DRI-458 9965
RabbiRyanGi@gmail.com

“1 will help you through
this difficult time in your
life with all the necessary
tombstone requirements”
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Germany gives Holocaust
survivors extra stipend
Holocaust survivors in Israel
relived their trauma on
7 October, when Hamas’s attack
was the deadliest day for Jews
since the Nazis were defeated. Some
were injured, hid for their lives, and were
displaced from their homes, in echoes of
their experience as children.

Now, they will get a lump-sum payment
from the organisation that negotiates

high costs of caring for elderly
)\ survivors.

“Immediately following the
horrific attacks of 7 October,
we began working to ensure

that every survivor was safe,

then secure in a location where
they could be comfortable, and to ensure

that they had financial support while the

conflict continued,” said Claims Conference

President Gideon Taylor. “This additional
payment is a message of solidarity.”

Finale of Curb Your Enthusiasm
reunites Seinfeld duo
Those who might have described Curb Your
Enthusiasm as a kind of Seinfeld on steroids
got a fitting conclusion on Sunday, 7 April as
the last episode of Larry David’s landmark
12-season sitcom was essentially a reprise of
the much-maligned Seinfeld finale 26 years ago.
Except for one thing.

In the finale, which aired on HBO and
Max, Larry stands trial on the charge he was
arrested for in the season premiere — handing

reparations from Germany as a show of
solidarity.

The Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany
announced on Tuesday, 9 April,
that it was allocating €25 million
(R502.7 million) in a one-time
payment for survivors in Israel.
The “Solidarity Fund for Israel” will
yield about €220 (R4 424) for each
of the roughly 120 000 survivors in
the country.

The payment follows a different
one-time stipend given in
December to Israeli survivors who
were evacuated from their homes
following the 7 October attack. It

Al v
1.Lanjy David and Jerry Seinfeld on

a bottle of water to a friend waiting to vote
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in violation of Georgia law. In the
fashion of the Seinfeld finale, the
trial involves a procession of people
Larry had wronged over the years
take the stand.

But in the end, Larry’s most
famous Jewish character saves
him. Jerry Seinfeld shows up to

~ support Larry during the trial, only

to catch one of the jurors, out at
a restaurant. So although Larry
is found guilty, the judge declares
a mistrial and he’s released, free
to nitpick forever about the finer
points of 21st-century etiquette.
« All briefs supplied by JTA

also comes on top
of the total amount
that Germany agreed

to pay survivors and Rabbi Levi Lipskar
related organisations The Shul @ Hyde Park
Chabad
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" emphasised in the teachings
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson.

Nissan isn't merely a month on the calendar, but
atime of profound spiritual potential, capable of
transforming individual lives and the collective reality of
the world. Nissan marks the beginning of spring in the
northern hemisphere, a season of renewal and rebirth.
It's the month in which the Jewish people were liberated
from slavery in Egypt, the month of the exodus, and the
month in which they received the commandment to
observe the Passover holiday.

These events aren't just historical occurrences, but
timeless lessons about the power of Nissan to bring
about miraculous change. One of the key teachings of the
Rebbe concerning Nissan is the concept of redemption.
He emphasised that just as the Jewish people were

Aon, 1

Have a love at first sound experience.
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* Experience exceptional sound
performance
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devices

» Rechargeable so you'll always stay
connected

» Remote Support for the ultimate in
convenience
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redeemed from Egyptin Nissan, so too can individuals
experience personal redemption during this month.
Nissan is a time for introspection and spiritual growth, a
time when the barriers that hold us back can be broken,
and we can break free from our own personal “Egypt".
Central to this message is the idea of seizing the
opportunity for positive change. The very energy of the
month, infused with the miraculous events of the exodus,
ah provides a unique opening for spiritual elevation. During
i Nissan, the heavens are particularly receptive to prayer
and good deeds, and miracles become more accessible
to those who seek them. We should harness the power
of Nissan through increased Torah study, prayer, and
acts of kindness. These actions not only bring personal
blessings, but contribute to the broader transformation of

. PHONAK
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The miraculous month of Nissan

redemption and salvation.

There's an emphasis on the importance
of joy during the month of Nissan. Joy is
a catalyst for miracles, and by cultivating
a spirit of happiness and gratitude,
individuals can draw down blessings from
above. This emphasis on joy is reflected in
the Passover holiday, which is celebrated
with festive meals and songs of praise,
commemorating the miraculous events of
the exodus.

In addition to personal redemption,
Nissan has the power to bring about
global transformation. The month of
Nissan is a time when the world is ripe
for redemption, a time when the forces of
darkness can be overcome by the light of
spiritual truth.

In the aftermath of the tragedy of

Torah Thought

7 October, the message of Nissan
becomes even more poignant - a
reminder that even in times of
darkness, the light of redemption

is never far away. This inspires us to
respond to such events with increased
acts of kindness, prayer, and unity,
believing in the ultimate triumph of
goodness over evil.

The month of Nissan is a time of
miracles and transformation. It's a time
when individuals have the opportunity
to break free from spiritual bondage and
experience personal redemption. By
seizing the unique spiritual energy of
Nissan through Torah study, prayer, acts of
kindness, and joy, individuals can not only
change their reality, but also contribute to
the redemption of the world.
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has the potential to tip the scales of destiny in favour of
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Aliyah Expos defy protesters at the gates

LEE TANKLE

eeing a little girl, about eight years

old holding a placard saying, “One

Zionist One Bullet” outside Beyachad in
Johannesburg, where the annual Aliyah Expo
was being held on 7 April, was disturbing, say
participants.

“This child encapsulates all that is wrong with
the anti-Israel lobby,” says Wendy Kahn, the
national director of the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies (SAJBD). “It inculcates
hatred for Jews in children.”

However, as much as protesters tried to
destroy or incite violence at the expos in
Johannesburg and Cape Town last week, they
failed dismally, said the SAJBD, which described
the expos as a huge success.

Though the protesting groups were fairly
small in number, they did their best to instigate
violence, vandalise passing cars, and even tried
to forcefully enter the community centres,
damaging the property in their stead, according
to eyewitnesses.

“Their vandalism of cars shows them to be the
thugs that they are,” Kahn said. “Fortunately,
their attempts to block people from entering
Jewish community events were
thoroughly unsuccessful, and the events
proceeded without disruption.”

The protest in Cape Town occurred
outside the Marais Road Shul. A
small group of less than 20 anti-Israel
protesters arrived at the shul, where
the Aliyah Expo was being held, in the
late afternoon with posters calling for
the end of Zionism, and quickly turned
aggressive, according to eyewitnesses
there.

“At some point, the protest escalated
and one girl showed up with a
microphone and started yelling typical
anti-Zionist chants,” said the shul’s rabbi,
Pini Hecht.

“I did notice one or two of the
protesters being more aggressive and
antagonistic to people coming in,” Hecht
said.

“The protesters chased a vehicle down
the road and when it came to a stop, they
smashed the side mirror and back lights of the
car,” said Daniel Bloch, the executive director
of the Cape SAJBD. “Then the vehicle drove off.
How they knew that person was a ‘Zionist’ is
unclear, as the driver was simply driving down
the road. We're investigating the matter further.
Members of the South African Police Service
(SAPS) were on the scene to ensure the safety of
everyone inside.

“As far as we know, the Aliyah Expo was a
success,” said Bloch. “Of course, anti-Israel
activists will claim that the Zionists were
aggressive, and tried to run them down.

However, we know this is absolute nonsense.
The protesters were standing in the road
blocking things. So, cars probably had to slow
down and edge forward slowly to get protesters
to move out of the way — hardly trying to run
anyone down,” he said.

“In spite of the efforts of these hoodlums
to intimidate and bully, it had no effect on the
community, and regular services resumed as the

Anti-Israel protest outside Beyachad in Johan_nesburg ; ' B

shul held its daily Mincha minyan.”

In Johannesburg, the Community Security
Organisation (CSO) was informed that the
Palestinian Solidarity Youth Alliance (PSA
YL) as well as other anti-Israel activists knew
that the Aliyah Expo, organised by the Israel
Centre and Jewish Agency, was to be held at the
Beyachad Community Centre. It’s still a mystery
how they were made aware of the venue, as
the information was given only to those who
registered to attend, according to organisers.

That afternoon, the centre was confronted
with a barrage of Israel haters, including

children, waving Palestinian flags and holding

signs saying, “One Zionist One Bullet” and “Free

Palestine”.
Jevon Greenblatt, the director of operations
at the CSO, said, “A relatively large and
aggressive group of protesters arrived and
attempted to instigate a confrontation. The
protesters damaged several passing vehicles,
vandalised property with spray paint and

Anti-Israel protest'outside
S Marais Road Shul in GapéiTown

anti-Zionist slogans, attempted to force their
way into a communal facility, and subjected
community members and security personnel to
verbal and physical threats.

“Together with SAPS and other security
companies that operate in the area, the location
of the protest as well as the surrounding areas
were thoroughly secured.”

The CSO ensured the safety of all those at
the expo by not allowing anyone in or out of
the community centre until all protesters had
left the scene, and did whatever it could to
de-escalate the situation by getting protesters

to move away from the community centre,
Greenblatt said.

In spite of the protesters, the expo went on
without a hitch, and attendees and delegates
were unfazed by what was happening outside
of the walls. In fact, few were even aware of the
protests.

According to the CSO, there were no major
incidents. Perpetrators of threats and vandalism

ndryver
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were filmed, evidence was gathered, and the
CSO will be handing this evidence to the
relevant authorities.

Said Greenblatt, “It’s unfortunate that in
such a highly charged environment, there are
those who choose to come to Jewish areas in an
attempt to escalate already heightened tension
and potentially cause conflict.”

Said Kahn, “What the BDS [Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions organisation] and
anti-Israel lobby groups need to understand is
that irrespective of people’s political views, our
Constitution upholds our right to hold events
of our choice.”

“In spite of this incident, which isn’t the first
nor will it be the last, we have a message for our
community,” said Bloch. “While these
anti-Israel thugs will continue to try and
intimidate and threaten, as a community, we
must remain united and take strength from the
fact that our Jewish way of life continues.

“Go to shul, frequent your usual social areas,
visit our Jewish institutions, and continue
to live as proud Jews and proud Zionists.

We do ask that members of the community
refrain from engaging with these obnoxious
individuals,” he said.

“They aren’t interested in engaging in
dialogue. Their only interest is to scream, swear
uncontrollably, intimidate, incite violence,
take your photos, and as we have now seen,
vandalise and assault. It would be like speaking
to a brick wall. What will frustrate them more is
if you ignore them and don’t engage.”
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Israel travel warning - a further blow to SA tourism

TALI FEINBERG

South Africa in early April, recommending that Israelis

reconsider travel to South Africa against a backdrop of
anti-Israel statements by senior South African officials.

"Israeli citizens staying in the country [South Africa]
should avoid gatherings as much as possible and be
attentive to the local media and the announcements of
the foreign affairs ministry," read the ministry's statement.

The warning has led to the few Israelis who planned
to visit South Africa to cancel their trips. Israelis and Jews
from around the world have for the most part lost interest
in coming to South Africa on holiday since 7 October, no
matter how beautiful the country.

Since that date, tour guides who usually welcome
hundreds of Israeli and Jewish tourists to South Africa's
shores have experienced a dramatic decline in this client
base.

The travel warning may have been the last straw in
ending Israeli and Jewish tourism to South Africa. It's a
blow that the South African economy doesn't need, yet
the African National Congress government has actively
encouraged with its sustained campaign of hatred against
Israel.

“I'm an Israeli tour guide. My client base used to be
99.9% Israelis. Now, I've got no work," says Dafna Lemel
Sherin Cape Town. "l would be fully booked. If there were
31 days in the month, | could have taken 31 tours. Now,
everybody has cancelled. It's gone from 100 to zero. My
Hebrew-speaking colleagues have very little work. That's
all we did - guide Israelis. It's because South Africa took
Israel to The Hague, and the issue with people that have
served in the army.

"Israelis aren't interested. They are anti-South Africa,
although we're trying to tell them it's not the people, it's
the government. | have to accept the situation and look at
other avenues, guiding other people, but notin Hebrew.
People used to book me six to eight months prior to their
trip, but now | don't have anything in the future.

I srael's foreign affairs ministry issued a travel waming for

Atour guide in Johannesburg who
asked to remain anonymous says, “I've
experienced a dramatic drop in people
coming on trips, especially from Israel.
Most of the time, I've take people
from Israel around Johannesburg, but
they're non-existent at the moment. A
tour operator who works in Israel also
told me that there has been a massive
decline. People are scared to come here,
and people are upset with South Africa.
Thousands and thousands of dollars are
being lost in tourism.

"It's a blow which our South African
government doesn't seem to care about. |
know people that were supposed to have a
wedding in South Africa that have changed
their mind and are having it in Israel. I've also noticed that
alot of Jewish people from the United States and England
aren't coming out as well. They know that we have a great
Jewish way of life here, there's good kosher food, and
all the amenities for Jewish travel, but they would rather
spend their money somewhere else. I'm not even getting
any tours from Germany or Australia. It's been a massive
decline.’

OrenTadmor, a tour guide in Cape Town, says, “Before
7 October, | was extremely busy, working literally every
day. It came to a standstill on 7 October. They look at what
the government has done, deciding to go somewhere
else. It has affected my business tremendously. I've looked
into Jewish markets around the world, and the response
to South Africa at the moment s reasonably negative.

"On South African-Israeli WhatsApp groups, whenever
anybody asks about coming to South Africa, everybody
jumps at him or her and says, "Why would you want to go
to a country that hates Israel so much?"

Allthis has had ramifications on the South African
Jewish Museum (SAJM) in Cape Town. "The events of
7 October have had a directimpact on the SAJM," says
Director Gavin Morris. “In the immediate aftermath, a
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large number of visiting school groups cancelled their
pre-booked outings. These cancellations were, in
some cases, from schools that had been attending our
education programmes year on year. None of these
schools specifically mentioned the events in Israel and
(Gaza, and no reason other than generic unforeseen
circumstances was given for their cancellation.

"Furthermore, the museum was forced to shut on four
separate occasions due to pro-Palestinian protests held
directly outside the campus,” says Morris. “The museum'’s
social media pages have been overwhelmed with vitriolic,
antisemitic trolls.

"Apart from the school cancellations and protest
action, we have experienced a distinct drop off in visitor
numbers as well," he says. "Our numbers were tracking
upwards and our August and September numbers were
the highest they had been since the COVID-19 pandemic.
By comparison, our October through February figures
were some of the worst we have experienced during
what s traditionally our busiest period. With Cape Town
experiencing high tourist numbers during this period,

I can only assume that the drop off in visitors is directly
linked to events in Israel and Gaza."

The museum’s largest tourist demographics are in
Israel and America, Morris says. "Our Israeli visitors
almost entirely disappeared. From conversations with
our American visitors, it seems that there's anger among
American Jews at South Africa’s decision to approach
the International Court of Justice [ICJ]. Those visitors
that we did have from America had pre-booked their
holidays ahead of the ICJ case. Many felt that their Jewish
compatriots would be unlikely to visit South Africa in
response to our government's position.

"Whereas previously our school programme would

The South African Jewish Museum in Cape Town stands to lose out
_on visitors due to.the travel warning from the Israeli government

already be fully subscribed, bookings began very slowly
this year. Thankfully, over the past couple of weeks,

we have experienced a steady albeit slow increase in
bookings.

"The museum is one of the most high-profile public
Jewish spaces in the country,” says Morris. “The intense
level of emotion that events in Israel and Gaza has
triggered has made it clear that the purpose of the
museum cannot be more important. The museum
shares the history of our community. We show how
our community has been a part of the country for
generations, and that we belong here as much as any
other community.

"It's important for our compatriots to know our history
and how we helped shape the country's history. We
provide an opportunity for South Africans to lear about
not only our community, but about our religion, culture,
and connection to Israel. We're a uniquely valuable
resource in countering rising antisemitic and anti-Zionist
propaganda in South Africa.

"Those within our community facing antagonism
towards Israel or Jews in their professional spaces are
welcome to contact us. We can arrange a tour and
conversation to help counter pejorative perceptions
about our community. We believe knowledge is the best
antidote for hate."

Rowan Polovin, South African Zionist Federation
national chairperson, says “Israel regularly issues travel
warnings to its citizens due to dynamic international
security considerations. The irresponsible and reckless
anti-Israel thetoric by the South African government
continues to impact how the international community
perceives South Africa in terms of a safe destination for
tourists and investment.”

Amidst rising antisemitism, Israeli
expats aren't going home

STAFF REPORTER

Imost 70% of Israelis living in the diaspora
Aay that antisemitism in the country they now

ive in has increased to a greater or moderate
extent since 7 October. But though they, much like the
Jewish communities in the countries they live in, are
horrified by what happened on 7 October, they are
mostly not planning to return to Israel.

That's according to research done by Mosaic United
with a sample of 2 021 Israelis who are at least 20 years
old and have been living in the diaspora for at least
three years. They live mostly in Canada, Australia, the
United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany.

While respondents in Australia and France believe
the increase in antisemitism to be great, those in
Germany and other parts of Europe say it hasn't
increased dramatically. However, in Canada and Spain,
like Australia, they have a sense that antisemitism is
noticeable around them.

As many as 30% of Israelis said antisemitism in their
adopted countries was so bad, they had hidden Jewish
symbols outside their homes, and for as many as 25% of
them, they had stopped speaking Hebrew in public.

About 20% of them reported personally experiencing
antisemitic incidents since 7 October, while more than
22% reported such an experience happening to close
family members.

Despite not wanting to go home, as many as 85% of
them believe it's their role to defend Israel, and 56.1%
say their identification with Israel has increased since

7 October, while 38.2% believe theiridentification
remains unchanged, and 5.7% say it has weakened.

Asubstantial 64.2% believe that Israelis have to
take an active role on behalf of Israel in the countries in
which they live, while another 20.9% believe they need
to do this only to a moderate extent.

However, only 49.8% believe they are well prepared
to lead a discussion on the situation in Israel or advocate
on behalf of Israel, while 34.7% believe they are
moderately equipped, and 11.8% feel mildly equipped,
according to Mosaic United.

For Israelis abroad, according to the research, almost
80% support Israel on social media networks, while
almost 70% donate money to help. Sixty-two percent
make sure to participate in pro-Israel rallies and
marches. About the same number participates in Israeli
and Jewish community events.

About 57.3% of them have chosen to participate in
public diplomacy (hasbara) activities, and almost 30%
have initiated activities to support Israel, but less than
10% have opted to go to Israel to volunteer.

Nevertheless 82.6% of Israelis living abroad feel
emotionally connected to Israel. Only 1% plans to return
to live in Israel in the coming months, but almost 30%
are considering returning at some pointin the future.
However, more than 60% don'tintend to retun to live
in Israel.

Less than 10% of the children of Israelis living in the
diaspora have returned to Israel or enlisted in the Israel
Defense Forces since 7 October, and almost 70% of
them don'tintend to return or enlist.
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Herzog highlights horror of genocide in Rwanda

LEE TANKLE

Rwanda this week to commemorate 30 years

of the Rwandan genocide with President Paul
Kagame.

“Three decades after these atrocities, the
world must look squarely at the terrible crimes,

I sraeli President Isaac Herzog flew to Kigali in

and recognise the true horror of genocide - the
deliberate attempt to annihilate a people,”
Herzog said at the commemoration. Herzog was
the first Israeli leader to visit Africa since the

7 October massacre.

“The world mustn’t allow the politicisation of
genocide, it mustn’t allow the belittling of the
horror of such crimes and the degrading of the
memory of the victims of genocide.

“Jewish people know all too well what it means
to be threatened with annihilation,” he said.

“We know all too well what it means to be the
victims of genocide, terror, and hatred against
our people. Even today, as we are erroneously and
falsely accused of modern blood libels, we remain
the target of a vicious and evil regime in Tehran,
with its proxies across the region, whose stated
aim is the destruction of the Jewish nation.”

Herzog said this in a statement after his visit
to Rwanda, where he met global leaders including
former United States President Bill Clinton, and
European Council President Charles Michel.

He went to Rwanda at the invitation of
Kagame to commemorate three decades
since members of the ethnic majority Hutu
nationalists murdered members of the ethnic
minority, the Tutsis.

On 6 April 1994, a plane carrying former
Rwandan President Juvénal Habyarimana
and Burundi President Cyprien Ntaryamira
was shot down over the capital city Kigali,
leaving no survivors. Within an hour of the

crash, the presidential guard, together with
members of the Rwandan armed forces

(FAR) and Hutu militia groups known as the
Interahamwe (those who attack together) and
Impuzamugambi (those who have the same
goal), set up roadblocks and barricades and
began slaughtering Tutsis and moderate Hutus
with impunity.

Rwandan President Paul Kagame,
lighting the Flame of Remembraneg.
in Honour of the 30th anniversary (1)}
the Rwandan Genocide
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Among the first victims of the genocide were
the moderate Hutu Prime Minister Agathe
Uwilingiyimana and 10 Belgian peacekeepers,
killed on 7 April.

This catapulted a campaign by Hutu
nationalists across the country lasting 100 days
and resulting in 800 000 people, mainly of Tutsi
descent, being murdered.

In commemorating the years since this
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genocide, Herzog was able to show the world the
strong partnership between the two nations,
particularly in light of the accusations that Israel
has been committing genocide. While there, he
was also able to advocate with global leaders for
the release of the hostages held by Hamas.

The president participated in a special wreath-

there are no double standards. That’s why
we condemn in the strongest terms Hamas’s
terrorist attack in Israel, and call for the
unconditional release of the hostages.”

The spokesperson for the Israeli presidency
said, “Commemorating the genocide is obviously
of tremendous importance to Rwanda. So, it

laying ceremony at the central monumentandin  was important for us to be there for them. Since
¥ o F it was a commemoration of 30 years since the

' genocide, as the Jewish people and the Jewish

state, we know all too well what it means to be

the victims of genocide.

“We need to stand in solidarity with the
victims of those crimes, and to promote
awareness of the dangers of hatred and
ideology that leads to these sorts of crimes,
especially against the background of Israel being
erroneously and blatantly falsely accused of
genocidal crimes.

“It’s important for us to be there and highlight
what genocide is and what it means to be the
victims of a nation which is deliberately seeking
to destroy another people or its own people.”

The spokesperson emphasised that while
Herzog was there to commemorate the Rwandan
genocide, he also took the opportunity to
continue to press for the release of the hostages
taken by Hamas with immediate effect.

Herzog gave Kagame a gift of a necklace with
a military identity tag, which had engraved on
it “My heart is in Gaza”, saying, “This is for the
release of the hostages, for which we all pray and
want them back as soon as possible.”

Said the spokesperson, “It was an opportunity
to stand alongside friends and highlight the true
moral message of what it means to stand against
genocide and what genocide truly is. It’s an
opportunity to prevail on the world stage once
again the very urgent need to bring the hostages
home.”
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the main ceremony with global leaders.

There, Michel condemned the barbaric
attack by Hamas on 7 October, and called for
the immediate release of the hostages held by
terrorists in Gaza, saying, “The European Union
believes that the values of human dignity, of
belonging to the human race, and of fighting
discrimination, which underpin the United
Nations Charter, must be our compass so that

EVERY VOTE COUNTS IN THE 2024
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Dear Esteemed Client,

As a valued member of the Lithuanian diaspora with reinstated citizenship, you play a
crucial role in our democratic processes. On May 12, 2024, Lithuania faces a pivotal
moment with a referendum held alongside the presidential election. This referendum
asks if individuals born as Lithuanian citizens should retain their citizenship upon
acquiring that of another friendly country, addressing dual citizenship issues for post-
1990 emigrants and strengthening our global community.

Current laws limit dual citizenship, affecting those who emigrated after Lithuania
regained independence in 1990. Your citizenship, through descent, bypasses these
constraints. The proposed amendment aims to modernize our approach to national
identity, reflecting inclusivity and forward-thinking.

With 74% support in a previous referendum, the push for dual citizenship is strong.
However, success requires over 50% of all eligible voters' approval. Despite past
shortcomings, optimistic campaign efforts indicate a promising outcome this time.

All Lithuanian citizens abroad, aged 18 and over, must register to vote, regardless of
previous registrations, at www.rinkejopuslapis.lt (scan QR code below for your
convenience). This is essential for both in-person and postal voting. Particularly for
South Africa, the postal voting registration deadline at the Pretoria Embassy is April
20th. Other locations have specific deadlines, with details available online.

This referendum is more than a policy change; it’s about
cherishing our heritage and ensuring global Lithuanians
maintain their homeland connection. Your vote signifies the
importance of Lithuanian identity and our collective unity.

Should you need assistance or have queries, I am ready to

help. Your active participation and encouragement within our |
community are invaluable.

With the deepest respect and anticipation for our
shared democratic engagement,

Adv. Dainius Ambrazaitis

IN JURE Law Firm, Vilnius, Lithuania

CONSULTATION@INJURE.LT

www.LithuanianPassport.com
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Contradictory world of Israel haters

woke up in the early hours of the morning before

I this newspaper was put to bed wracking my brain
for an inspiring front-page story with a happy

ending. I also wanted to run a front-page story

that would take us away from antisemitism and

Israel hatred because, frankly, it’s unpleasant and

depressing.

We did have a couple of leads that appeared to
have nothing to do with either — and they had happy
endings - but in the end, they didn’t work out.

And the truth is that we cannot wish away
antisemitism and Israel hatred.

However, having said that, I have to say that
despite the ugliness of our haters and the things they
say about us, I found myself vaguely amused at these
angry people protesting outside aliya expos.

Let’s face it, aliya expos are about helping Jews to emigrate. I know it’s to Israel -
and our haters don’t like Israel — but they make it so clear they don’t want us around
either. So, surely they should be out celebrating that some Jews are interested in
leaving the country! They should be encouraging aliya expos, because that means more
Jews may leave South Africa. As [ understand it, they would be very happy for us to
take our skills, intelligence, and know-how elsewhere.

Surely, it would make them happy that these Zionists, whom they claim to despise,
are taking their ideas, innovation, and businesses and restarting in Israel? Surely, they
would be grateful if Jews closed the organisations that raise funds to help the more
needy in South Africa, and launched elsewhere?

So, I suggest that they stop protesting against aliya expos, and help put them
together. It would be the answer to their problems. They would no longer have a need
to protest against everything we do or say. Then, more of the Zionists they so love to
hate would be offshore, and they could heave a sigh of relief.

Perhaps our haters didn’t get the memo about what aliya means? But surely they
understand what a protest is? Then why take little children along when they’re going
to get violent, harass people, and damage vehicles? Seriously, what are they trying
to teach their children? That violence pays and hatred is a solution to anti-Israel
problems? It’s really sad, I have to say. We should all be protecting our little ones from
hatred where possible, not thrusting them onto the frontline.

I understand that Gazan children don’t have that luxury, nor did Israeli children on
7 October, or when they repeatedly have to run from missiles. But our South African
children - Jewish, Muslim, Christian, or any religious persuasion - really don’t need
to see adults misbehaving for any reason. Or so I believe. But then, I accept that our
haters may not agree with me because we probably don’t agree on a lot, not least of all
supporting a Jewish state.

What I realise, though, is that truth isn’t a strong point for our haters, because
they seem to take up the age-old adage of “never let the truth get in the way of a good
story”. And I thought that was specific to bad journalists!

Consider this: these extremists are now calling on the police, the justice ministry,
and the National Prosecuting Authority to investigate the Israel Centre, the South
African Zionist Federation, South African Jewish Board of Deputies, and so on. I'm
not quite sure what they hope to achieve because there’s nothing secretive about any
of these organisations. What you see is what you get. I can vouch for that because
we deal with them a lot. But then, no matter how many years I've been a journalist,
because I'm a Jew and I believe in a Jewish state, they may not trust me.

What exactly do they think they would find by investigating Jewish communal
organisations? For the life of me, I cannot imagine. But I'm astonished that they
would expect the police, justice department, and prosecuting authority to waste their
time and minimal budget on something so ridiculous. Frankly, I would imagine that
most people would rather that they fought crime, corruption, criminals, and tried to
find ways to avoid these major problems from emerging in the first place.

But, no, our haters are so obsessed with hating us, they would rather these
organisations pause in fighting the real problems in the country and focus on us.
Seriously!

Then, we look at their call for the arrest of Colonel Golan Vach, a man celebrated
for his personal contribution to global humanitarian aid and disaster-relief efforts.
As the head of Israel’s National Rescue Unit, he has saved countless lives all over the
world, including after the earthquake in Turkey last year, for which he was personally
acknowledged by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

He has led rescue missions to Haiti, Brazil, the Philippines, and Mexico, among
other countries where there was a dire need. He’s an international hero, yet our
haters want him behind bars because they insist that he was in South Africa to
recruit young boys as soldiers. This is so bizarre and ridiculous, it would be amusing
if our haters didn’t push it out on social and general media and get thousands to
believe it.

They lambast Vach because he killed two Palestinians, but these two terrorists
were trying to kill him and so he defended himself, killing them. What exactly was
Vach supposed to do? Let them kill him? I don’t believe so.

So, while what they are saying is amusing, and would otherwise be comical,
unfortunately it’s not because their fiction becomes fact when they tell others about it.
Because much like people believing the lies Hamas sprouts, they are happy to believe
those who hate us even if there’s no reality to what they are saying.

Having said all of that, at the SA Jewish Report, we’ll continue to search for stories
with happy endings for you.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

OPINION

e live in challenging times. This week marks
six months since the start of the Israel-Gaza
war.The news is incessantly miserable and

depressing, and each day can seem bleaker than the one
before.

We're hurting and mourning yet persistently trying to
rise beyond, to rationalise, and normalise our new, surreal
reality.

The everyday greeting of asking someone, "Ma nishma?
[How are you?]" has become a double entendre, a loaded
question fraught with duality and risk.

The world and the communities we live in appear
increasingly hostile and threatening, and we're all
relentlessly recalibrating our relationships with and
perceptions of our external friendships, communities, and
neighbours.

And, regardless of our political persuasions and opinions,
we're also gravely concerned by the hubris, arrogance, and
failure of leadership and governance that brought about
this disastrous and unprecedented challenge to our people
and our national sovereignty, existence, and confidence,
and the alarming lack of political accountability.

Since that Black Shabbat on 7 October, as a country,
nation, and people, we're consistently hurtling from one
crisis to another, living constantly in a dangerous “red zone"
mindset of “fight-flight-freeze, frantic-fearful-frustrated’,
as opposed to a healthier "blue-zone” mindset of “flow-
flourish, peace-possibility, calm-connect, create-confident".

And yet, in spite of all this, we have to try and move
beyond the "red zone" if we're to survive and eventually
thrive, personally and collectively.

It's about having optimism and hope - optimism as a
transient belief that we'll be okay, and hope as a sense that
action will lead to better times.

I'm massively inspired by the optimism and hope of this
phenomenal, misjudged, and underestimated generation
of young people in Israel, who so quickly, selflessly, and
admirably showed up to fight and volunteer, most often
without a formal call to arms, with a singularity of purpose
and unity, for this country, nation, and people's future, and
the victims' welfare and resilience.

Yes, this same generation has grown up in the shadow
of increasingly volatile political polarity; a progressively
violent culture of political and social discourse; an absence
of public accountability and responsibility; corruption; in
the shadow of the threatening climate crisis; the COVID-19
pandemic; the threat of a “legal coup/restructure”;

7 October; and now this vindicated yet damned war.

Israeli youth give us hope

NATIE SHEVEL

It has experienced a government that
went “missing in action", abandoned
the residents of Israel's northern and
southern periphery, the hostages and their families, and
which didn‘t look well enough after them and their families
and livelihoods while they served and sacrificed.

They've lost friends and family at the Nova festival, in
Gaza Envelope communities, and up north, and they find
themselves going from one funeral to another, comforting
each other and each other's broken, bruised, and grieving
families.

And yet, in spite of all this, perhaps because of it, they
constantly show us mind-boggling energy and power
of purpose, action, volunteerism, sacrifice, selflessness,
humility, hope, resilience, and leadership by example,

a spontaneous and intuitive craving and call for positive
change, to redefine the meaning, purpose, and culture
of public discourse and leadership regardless of political,
social, or economic backgrounds or persuasions.

And as we contemplate the Pesach seder in a few weeks,
with all of its wonderful ritual and storytelling to relate,
m'dor I'dor (from each generation to the next) our peoples’
redemption from slavery, the symbolism and embodiment
of this generation’s selfless commitment and leadership
isn't lost on me.

It reminds me why and what we and they are fighting for,
sacrificing for, that this fight is for our beloved children and
their friends, abductees and their families, and the soldiers,
the grieving families of the entire region, for positive
change and a better future of us all - our nation, people,
and country.

And so, in spite of the all-encompassing grief, sadness,
and sense of helplessness, | choose optimism and hope,
picking myself up each time, looking forward, choosing life
not victimhood, and continuing to believe in and actively
working for a better future, to be worthy of them, this
inspirational next generation.

This is the least we can do for the memory of the victims,
for those who have sacrificed, and for those we're still
waiting for after 188 days!

B'sorot tovot - may we be blessed with good news!

* Natie Shevel is the chief operations officer of Ronson
Foundation Services Ltd, which helps the underprivileged
in the Jewish community. He is an honorary Member
of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) for charitable
services and strengthening links between the United
Kingdom and Israel.

true potential

OPINION

nan era where South Africa’s challenges often casta long
I shadow over its narrative, moments that illuminate our

collective spiritand resilience carry profound impact.
Recently, at a graduation ceremony at the University of the
Witwatersrand (Wits), | was reminded of the enduring hope
and unity that defines our nation.

Set against the majestic backdrop of the Great Hall, the
ceremony was a masterful fusion of tradition and modernity.
Every detail, from gown fittings to photography, was managed
with remarkable efficiency. The choir's performance, blending
the traditional Gaudeamus with South African national
anthems and a joyful African song of gratitude, resonated with
everyone present.

Gréduation ceremony at the University of the Witwatersrand
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The speeches delivered insight and realism, yet were
infused with hope. They acknowledged the myriad challenges
we face, but underscored the crucial role of the younger
generation in shaping our nation’s future. The expressions

of gratitude for the support systems that have underpinned
graduates' journeys highlighted the communal effort behind
individual successes.

Aconversation with a couple beside us, whose

Wits graduation shows SA’s

BENJY PORTER

own educational journey ended at
Standard 6 (Grade 8) but who were there to celebrate their
daughter's graduation, served as a powerful reminder of

the transformative power of education in South Africa. This
story, like many others shared that day, bridged gaps in
background and belief, highlighting our shared aspirations
for our children's futures. The communal joy in celebrating
each graduate’s name being called was a testament to the
supportive and inclusive spirit that unites us.

As the ceremony concluded, transitioning from the
solemnity of traditional academic processions to the electricity
of James Brown's | Feel Good, an amazing scene unfolded
outside the Great Hall. Family members unable to secure
tickets had gathered in circles, singing and dancing
to celebrate their graduates. This vibrant display
wasn't just deeply moving, but reflected the
¢ strength and warmth of our national character.

Wits is a remarkable institution and a national
jewel. This graduation ceremony served as a
microcosm of our society's hope, resilience, and
vibrant culture, a society truly blessed by its people,
yet faced with political challenges.

As we approach the elections and navigate
our country's future, let's cling to the hope and
aspirations we hold and refuse to succumb to cynicism and
negativity. The youth, brimming with promise and potential
and desenving of better governance, is pivotal in shaping the
future. With Hashem's help, it's a future we can all contribute
to, creating an environment where the next generation can
thrive as it rightfully should.

* Benjy Porter is an entrepreneur, community, and family man.
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