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Dear Friends

VOTE FOR FREEDOM

As Jews, we are eternally searching for freedom. Throughout history, we have stood
courageously against those who attempt to deny us. The story of Pesach reminds us of our
slavery, the gift of our exodus, and our freedom to ‘choose’.

So many in our community are currently feeling trapped; physically and emotionally. The scarcity
of psychological and financial freedom and the resultant absence of choice cause considerable
pain and hopelessness.

If we were to distill the essence of the Chev into a few words, we could say that our purpose is to
ease the pain of fellow Jews by:

providing financial assistance

offering emotional support

caring for people in our residential facilities
rescuing children from compromised situations
extending educational subsidies

By doing so we provide them with a measure of freedom and a safe space in which to breathe
and hope.

But freedom always comes with responsibility.
They are inherently linked.

The Chev relies upon those who can, to partner with us to relieve the pain and suffering of others.
Sharing the load ensures that No Jew is Left Behind.

We need your help to help them.

May the Festival of our Freedom bring peace and relief to Jews here, in our Holy Land, and
across the globe.

Wishing you a joyful Pesach.

Saul

Saul Tomson
Chief Executive Officer
Chevrah Kadisha Group

ChevrahKadisha
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Pair of French Empire-style
servers/console tables
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srael-haters call for probe into Jewish organisations

TALI FEINBERG

ocal Israel-hating extremist groups
have called on the South African
ljustice ministry to probe "the activities

of groups such as the Israel Centre, Jewish
Agency for Israel, and their roles in advocacy
of aliya" They have also insisted that the
South African Police Service and the National
Prosecuting Authority “investigate Zionist
organisations like the SAZF [South African
Zionist Federation] and SAJBD [South African
Jewish Board of Deputies] for their support
of the Israel apartheid state”

The Palestinian Solidarity Alliance
(PSA), Media Review Network (MRN), and

Israeli President
Isaac Herzog
gives Rwandan
President Paul
Kagame a gift
to remind him
of the plight of
the hostages

Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) put out
a statement in this regard on 7 April, also
calling for the arrest of Colonel Golan Vach,
who was visiting South Africa to take partin
the Israel Centre's Aliyah Expo.

In the statement, these organisations
claim that the Aliyah Expo was "a mere cover
to recruit mercenaries that will assist Israel to
kill Palestinians”.

"The South African government's
anti-Israel stance could embolden those
who want to cause harm to Jews," says a
security specialist, speaking on condition of
anonymity. "Alot of the anti-Israel rhetoric we
see on social media encourages groups and
individuals to 'take matters into their own
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hands". This may result in radical elements
seeing this as a call to action. Although

the vast majority of South Africans want
nothing to do with hurting Jews, we cannot
ignore the fact that there's a small minority
who do."

“The BDS [Boycott Divestment Sanctions]
coalition clearly feels that it's open season on
any Jews who support Israel, regardless of
what the Constitution says about freedom of
religion, association, and belief," says SAJBD
National Director Wendy Kahn. "The Jewish
community won't be intimidated by them.
They are a fringe group who make a mockery
of democratic values.”

The PSA, MRN, and PSC said that
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"recruitment” for the Israel Defense

Forces (IDF) "may be underway" in South
Africa, and that Minister in the Presidency
Khumbudzo Ntshavheni recently confirmed
that individuals participating in the war "are
a threat to the interests of the republic, and
will be prosecuted”.

The Israel-hating co-operative claimed
Vach was "at the centre of this recent wave
of recruitment” and that “the Zionist state
is desperate to bolster its troops, with South
Africa as one of its hunting grounds".

The statement demanded that Vach be
"arrested to face trial in South Africa’, saying
he was "aided and abetted by South African
Zionist groups bent on selling Palestinian
land to willing racist buyers
here. This event [the Aliyah Expo]
was held recently in Cape Town,
resulting in the disturbance
of peace and harmony in the
community.”

The organisations neglected
to mention that it was their
supporters who disturbed peace
and harmony in the community
as they viciously targeted a
synagogue and motorists in
its vicinity, while holding up
blatantly antisemitic signs
[see page 3].

"We call on Police Minister
Bheki Cele to intervene urgently
by probing Vach’s purpose and
role in South Africa," read the
statement. Meanwhile, Vach has
already left South Africa.

SAZF Chairperson Rowan
Polovin notes that “Colonel Golan
Vach has led the IDF's renowned
national rescue unit of the Home
Front Command with distinction,
contributing significantly

to global humanitarian aid and disaster-
relief efforts. It stands ready to assist in
emergencies anywhere, including in South
Africa. It's tragic that antisemitic groups seek
to demonise citizens of the world's only
Jewish state.”

Infact, Vach was at the Aliyah Expo
to speak on the topic "Make aliya as a
unified group” A private citizen, he's chief
executive of Israela, which works with the
ministry of absorption and the Jewish
Agency in bringing together families and
accompanying their absorption process.

Speaking to the SA Jewish Report from
Israel, Vach said Israela had been running
this model in France for more than 30 years,
which had resulted in about 2 000 French
Jewish families making aliya, with 98%
remaining in Israel. Three years ago, the
programme expanded to South America,
and it's now reaching out to potential ofim in
South Africa, Canada, and Australia.

Vach's organisation realised the power
of people making aliya as a community,
which provided support and familiarity. The
organisation works with several families
from similar backgrounds to make aliya
together, and helps them find a place in
Israel that matches their values and is able
and willing to receive olim.The organisation
then provides support to the families as they
integrate.

Dafi Kremer, the director of the Israel
Centre, says Vach's meetings were cut short
following threats from hostile organisations,
"in spite of the great demand for the
programme that Golan directs. We will hold
Zoom meetings with Golan to allow more
people interested in making aliya to hear
about his special programme that allows
immigrants to be absorbed into an English-
speaking communities with broad Israeli

Continued on page 13>>
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“1 will help you through
this difficult time in your
life with all the necessary
tombstone requirements”
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Germany gives Holocaust
survivors extra stipend
Holocaust survivors in Israel
relived their trauma on
7 October, when Hamas’s attack
was the deadliest day for Jews
since the Nazis were defeated. Some
were injured, hid for their lives, and were
displaced from their homes, in echoes of
their experience as children.

Now, they will get a lump-sum payment
from the organisation that negotiates

high costs of caring for elderly
)\ survivors.

“Immediately following the
horrific attacks of 7 October,
we began working to ensure

that every survivor was safe,

then secure in a location where
they could be comfortable, and to ensure

that they had financial support while the

conflict continued,” said Claims Conference

President Gideon Taylor. “This additional
payment is a message of solidarity.”

Finale of Curb Your Enthusiasm
reunites Seinfeld duo
Those who might have described Curb Your
Enthusiasm as a kind of Seinfeld on steroids
got a fitting conclusion on Sunday, 7 April as
the last episode of Larry David’s landmark
12-season sitcom was essentially a reprise of
the much-maligned Seinfeld finale 26 years ago.
Except for one thing.

In the finale, which aired on HBO and
Max, Larry stands trial on the charge he was
arrested for in the season premiere — handing

reparations from Germany as a show of
solidarity.

The Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany
announced on Tuesday, 9 April,
that it was allocating €25 million
(R502.7 million) in a one-time
payment for survivors in Israel.
The “Solidarity Fund for Israel” will
yield about €220 (R4 424) for each
of the roughly 120 000 survivors in
the country.

The payment follows a different
one-time stipend given in
December to Israeli survivors who
were evacuated from their homes
following the 7 October attack. It

Al v
1.Lanjy David and Jerry Seinfeld on

a bottle of water to a friend waiting to vote
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in violation of Georgia law. In the
fashion of the Seinfeld finale, the
trial involves a procession of people
Larry had wronged over the years
take the stand.

But in the end, Larry’s most
famous Jewish character saves
him. Jerry Seinfeld shows up to

~ support Larry during the trial, only

to catch one of the jurors, out at
a restaurant. So although Larry
is found guilty, the judge declares
a mistrial and he’s released, free
to nitpick forever about the finer
points of 21st-century etiquette.
« All briefs supplied by JTA

also comes on top
of the total amount
that Germany agreed

to pay survivors and Rabbi Levi Lipskar
related organisations The Shul @ Hyde Park
Chabad
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" emphasised in the teachings
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson.

Nissan isn't merely a month on the calendar, but
atime of profound spiritual potential, capable of
transforming individual lives and the collective reality of
the world. Nissan marks the beginning of spring in the
northern hemisphere, a season of renewal and rebirth.
It's the month in which the Jewish people were liberated
from slavery in Egypt, the month of the exodus, and the
month in which they received the commandment to
observe the Passover holiday.

These events aren't just historical occurrences, but
timeless lessons about the power of Nissan to bring
about miraculous change. One of the key teachings of the
Rebbe concerning Nissan is the concept of redemption.
He emphasised that just as the Jewish people were

Aon, 1

Have a love at first sound experience.
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* Experience exceptional sound
performance
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devices

» Rechargeable so you'll always stay
connected

» Remote Support for the ultimate in
convenience
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redeemed from Egyptin Nissan, so too can individuals
experience personal redemption during this month.
Nissan is a time for introspection and spiritual growth, a
time when the barriers that hold us back can be broken,
and we can break free from our own personal “Egypt".
Central to this message is the idea of seizing the
opportunity for positive change. The very energy of the
month, infused with the miraculous events of the exodus,
ah provides a unique opening for spiritual elevation. During
i Nissan, the heavens are particularly receptive to prayer
and good deeds, and miracles become more accessible
to those who seek them. We should harness the power
of Nissan through increased Torah study, prayer, and
acts of kindness. These actions not only bring personal
blessings, but contribute to the broader transformation of

. PHONAK
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The miraculous month of Nissan

redemption and salvation.

There's an emphasis on the importance
of joy during the month of Nissan. Joy is
a catalyst for miracles, and by cultivating
a spirit of happiness and gratitude,
individuals can draw down blessings from
above. This emphasis on joy is reflected in
the Passover holiday, which is celebrated
with festive meals and songs of praise,
commemorating the miraculous events of
the exodus.

In addition to personal redemption,
Nissan has the power to bring about
global transformation. The month of
Nissan is a time when the world is ripe
for redemption, a time when the forces of
darkness can be overcome by the light of
spiritual truth.

In the aftermath of the tragedy of

Torah Thought

7 October, the message of Nissan
becomes even more poignant - a
reminder that even in times of
darkness, the light of redemption

is never far away. This inspires us to
respond to such events with increased
acts of kindness, prayer, and unity,
believing in the ultimate triumph of
goodness over evil.

The month of Nissan is a time of
miracles and transformation. It's a time
when individuals have the opportunity
to break free from spiritual bondage and
experience personal redemption. By
seizing the unique spiritual energy of
Nissan through Torah study, prayer, acts of
kindness, and joy, individuals can not only
change their reality, but also contribute to
the redemption of the world.
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the world. Every positive action performed during Nissan
has the potential to tip the scales of destiny in favour of
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Aliyah Expos defy protesters at the gates

LEE TANKLE

eeing a little girl, about eight years

old holding a placard saying, “One

Zionist One Bullet” outside Beyachad in
Johannesburg, where the annual Aliyah Expo
was being held on 7 April, was disturbing, say
participants.

“This child encapsulates all that is wrong with
the anti-Israel lobby,” says Wendy Kahn, the
national director of the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies (SAJBD). “It inculcates
hatred for Jews in children.”

However, as much as protesters tried to
destroy or incite violence at the expos in
Johannesburg and Cape Town last week, they
failed dismally, said the SAJBD, which described
the expos as a huge success.

Though the protesting groups were fairly
small in number, they did their best to instigate
violence, vandalise passing cars, and even tried
to forcefully enter the community centres,
damaging the property in their stead, according
to eyewitnesses.

“Their vandalism of cars shows them to be the
thugs that they are,” Kahn said. “Fortunately,
their attempts to block people from entering
Jewish community events were
thoroughly unsuccessful, and the events
proceeded without disruption.”

The protest in Cape Town occurred
outside the Marais Road Shul. A
small group of less than 20 anti-Israel
protesters arrived at the shul, where
the Aliyah Expo was being held, in the
late afternoon with posters calling for
the end of Zionism, and quickly turned
aggressive, according to eyewitnesses
there.

“At some point, the protest escalated
and one girl showed up with a
microphone and started yelling typical
anti-Zionist chants,” said the shul’s rabbi,
Pini Hecht.

“I did notice one or two of the
protesters being more aggressive and
antagonistic to people coming in,” Hecht
said.

“The protesters chased a vehicle down
the road and when it came to a stop, they
smashed the side mirror and back lights of the
car,” said Daniel Bloch, the executive director
of the Cape SAJBD. “Then the vehicle drove off.
How they knew that person was a ‘Zionist’ is
unclear, as the driver was simply driving down
the road. We're investigating the matter further.
Members of the South African Police Service
(SAPS) were on the scene to ensure the safety of
everyone inside.

“As far as we know, the Aliyah Expo was a
success,” said Bloch. “Of course, anti-Israel
activists will claim that the Zionists were
aggressive, and tried to run them down.

However, we know this is absolute nonsense.
The protesters were standing in the road
blocking things. So, cars probably had to slow
down and edge forward slowly to get protesters
to move out of the way — hardly trying to run
anyone down,” he said.

“In spite of the efforts of these hoodlums
to intimidate and bully, it had no effect on the
community, and regular services resumed as the

Anti-Israel protest outside Beyachad in Johan_nesburg ; ' B

shul held its daily Mincha minyan.”

In Johannesburg, the Community Security
Organisation (CSO) was informed that the
Palestinian Solidarity Youth Alliance (PSA
YL) as well as other anti-Israel activists knew
that the Aliyah Expo, organised by the Israel
Centre and Jewish Agency, was to be held at the
Beyachad Community Centre. It’s still a mystery
how they were made aware of the venue, as
the information was given only to those who
registered to attend, according to organisers.

That afternoon, the centre was confronted
with a barrage of Israel haters, including

children, waving Palestinian flags and holding

signs saying, “One Zionist One Bullet” and “Free

Palestine”.
Jevon Greenblatt, the director of operations
at the CSO, said, “A relatively large and
aggressive group of protesters arrived and
attempted to instigate a confrontation. The
protesters damaged several passing vehicles,
vandalised property with spray paint and

Anti-Israel protest'outside
S Marais Road Shul in GapéiTown

anti-Zionist slogans, attempted to force their
way into a communal facility, and subjected
community members and security personnel to
verbal and physical threats.

“Together with SAPS and other security
companies that operate in the area, the location
of the protest as well as the surrounding areas
were thoroughly secured.”

The CSO ensured the safety of all those at
the expo by not allowing anyone in or out of
the community centre until all protesters had
left the scene, and did whatever it could to
de-escalate the situation by getting protesters

to move away from the community centre,
Greenblatt said.

In spite of the protesters, the expo went on
without a hitch, and attendees and delegates
were unfazed by what was happening outside
of the walls. In fact, few were even aware of the
protests.

According to the CSO, there were no major
incidents. Perpetrators of threats and vandalism

ndryver
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were filmed, evidence was gathered, and the
CSO will be handing this evidence to the
relevant authorities.

Said Greenblatt, “It’s unfortunate that in
such a highly charged environment, there are
those who choose to come to Jewish areas in an
attempt to escalate already heightened tension
and potentially cause conflict.”

Said Kahn, “What the BDS [Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions organisation] and
anti-Israel lobby groups need to understand is
that irrespective of people’s political views, our
Constitution upholds our right to hold events
of our choice.”

“In spite of this incident, which isn’t the first
nor will it be the last, we have a message for our
community,” said Bloch. “While these
anti-Israel thugs will continue to try and
intimidate and threaten, as a community, we
must remain united and take strength from the
fact that our Jewish way of life continues.

“Go to shul, frequent your usual social areas,
visit our Jewish institutions, and continue
to live as proud Jews and proud Zionists.

We do ask that members of the community
refrain from engaging with these obnoxious
individuals,” he said.

“They aren’t interested in engaging in
dialogue. Their only interest is to scream, swear
uncontrollably, intimidate, incite violence,
take your photos, and as we have now seen,
vandalise and assault. It would be like speaking
to a brick wall. What will frustrate them more is
if you ignore them and don’t engage.”
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Israel travel warning - a further blow to SA tourism

TALI FEINBERG

South Africa in early April, recommending that Israelis

reconsider travel to South Africa against a backdrop of
anti-Israel statements by senior South African officials.

"Israeli citizens staying in the country [South Africa]
should avoid gatherings as much as possible and be
attentive to the local media and the announcements of
the foreign affairs ministry," read the ministry's statement.

The warning has led to the few Israelis who planned
to visit South Africa to cancel their trips. Israelis and Jews
from around the world have for the most part lost interest
in coming to South Africa on holiday since 7 October, no
matter how beautiful the country.

Since that date, tour guides who usually welcome
hundreds of Israeli and Jewish tourists to South Africa's
shores have experienced a dramatic decline in this client
base.

The travel warning may have been the last straw in
ending Israeli and Jewish tourism to South Africa. It's a
blow that the South African economy doesn't need, yet
the African National Congress government has actively
encouraged with its sustained campaign of hatred against
Israel.

“I'm an Israeli tour guide. My client base used to be
99.9% Israelis. Now, I've got no work," says Dafna Lemel
Sherin Cape Town. "l would be fully booked. If there were
31 days in the month, | could have taken 31 tours. Now,
everybody has cancelled. It's gone from 100 to zero. My
Hebrew-speaking colleagues have very little work. That's
all we did - guide Israelis. It's because South Africa took
Israel to The Hague, and the issue with people that have
served in the army.

"Israelis aren't interested. They are anti-South Africa,
although we're trying to tell them it's not the people, it's
the government. | have to accept the situation and look at
other avenues, guiding other people, but notin Hebrew.
People used to book me six to eight months prior to their
trip, but now | don't have anything in the future.

I srael's foreign affairs ministry issued a travel waming for

Atour guide in Johannesburg who
asked to remain anonymous says, “I've
experienced a dramatic drop in people
coming on trips, especially from Israel.
Most of the time, I've take people
from Israel around Johannesburg, but
they're non-existent at the moment. A
tour operator who works in Israel also
told me that there has been a massive
decline. People are scared to come here,
and people are upset with South Africa.
Thousands and thousands of dollars are
being lost in tourism.

"It's a blow which our South African
government doesn't seem to care about. |
know people that were supposed to have a
wedding in South Africa that have changed
their mind and are having it in Israel. I've also noticed that
alot of Jewish people from the United States and England
aren't coming out as well. They know that we have a great
Jewish way of life here, there's good kosher food, and
all the amenities for Jewish travel, but they would rather
spend their money somewhere else. I'm not even getting
any tours from Germany or Australia. It's been a massive
decline.’

OrenTadmor, a tour guide in Cape Town, says, “Before
7 October, | was extremely busy, working literally every
day. It came to a standstill on 7 October. They look at what
the government has done, deciding to go somewhere
else. It has affected my business tremendously. I've looked
into Jewish markets around the world, and the response
to South Africa at the moment s reasonably negative.

"On South African-Israeli WhatsApp groups, whenever
anybody asks about coming to South Africa, everybody
jumps at him or her and says, "Why would you want to go
to a country that hates Israel so much?"

Allthis has had ramifications on the South African
Jewish Museum (SAJM) in Cape Town. "The events of
7 October have had a directimpact on the SAJM," says
Director Gavin Morris. “In the immediate aftermath, a
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large number of visiting school groups cancelled their
pre-booked outings. These cancellations were, in
some cases, from schools that had been attending our
education programmes year on year. None of these
schools specifically mentioned the events in Israel and
(Gaza, and no reason other than generic unforeseen
circumstances was given for their cancellation.

"Furthermore, the museum was forced to shut on four
separate occasions due to pro-Palestinian protests held
directly outside the campus,” says Morris. “The museum'’s
social media pages have been overwhelmed with vitriolic,
antisemitic trolls.

"Apart from the school cancellations and protest
action, we have experienced a distinct drop off in visitor
numbers as well," he says. "Our numbers were tracking
upwards and our August and September numbers were
the highest they had been since the COVID-19 pandemic.
By comparison, our October through February figures
were some of the worst we have experienced during
what s traditionally our busiest period. With Cape Town
experiencing high tourist numbers during this period,

I can only assume that the drop off in visitors is directly
linked to events in Israel and Gaza."

The museum’s largest tourist demographics are in
Israel and America, Morris says. "Our Israeli visitors
almost entirely disappeared. From conversations with
our American visitors, it seems that there's anger among
American Jews at South Africa’s decision to approach
the International Court of Justice [ICJ]. Those visitors
that we did have from America had pre-booked their
holidays ahead of the ICJ case. Many felt that their Jewish
compatriots would be unlikely to visit South Africa in
response to our government's position.

"Whereas previously our school programme would

The South African Jewish Museum in Cape Town stands to lose out
_on visitors due to.the travel warning from the Israeli government

already be fully subscribed, bookings began very slowly
this year. Thankfully, over the past couple of weeks,

we have experienced a steady albeit slow increase in
bookings.

"The museum is one of the most high-profile public
Jewish spaces in the country,” says Morris. “The intense
level of emotion that events in Israel and Gaza has
triggered has made it clear that the purpose of the
museum cannot be more important. The museum
shares the history of our community. We show how
our community has been a part of the country for
generations, and that we belong here as much as any
other community.

"It's important for our compatriots to know our history
and how we helped shape the country's history. We
provide an opportunity for South Africans to lear about
not only our community, but about our religion, culture,
and connection to Israel. We're a uniquely valuable
resource in countering rising antisemitic and anti-Zionist
propaganda in South Africa.

"Those within our community facing antagonism
towards Israel or Jews in their professional spaces are
welcome to contact us. We can arrange a tour and
conversation to help counter pejorative perceptions
about our community. We believe knowledge is the best
antidote for hate."

Rowan Polovin, South African Zionist Federation
national chairperson, says “Israel regularly issues travel
warnings to its citizens due to dynamic international
security considerations. The irresponsible and reckless
anti-Israel thetoric by the South African government
continues to impact how the international community
perceives South Africa in terms of a safe destination for
tourists and investment.”

Amidst rising antisemitism, Israeli
expats aren't going home

STAFF REPORTER

Imost 70% of Israelis living in the diaspora
Aay that antisemitism in the country they now

ive in has increased to a greater or moderate
extent since 7 October. But though they, much like the
Jewish communities in the countries they live in, are
horrified by what happened on 7 October, they are
mostly not planning to return to Israel.

That's according to research done by Mosaic United
with a sample of 2 021 Israelis who are at least 20 years
old and have been living in the diaspora for at least
three years. They live mostly in Canada, Australia, the
United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany.

While respondents in Australia and France believe
the increase in antisemitism to be great, those in
Germany and other parts of Europe say it hasn't
increased dramatically. However, in Canada and Spain,
like Australia, they have a sense that antisemitism is
noticeable around them.

As many as 30% of Israelis said antisemitism in their
adopted countries was so bad, they had hidden Jewish
symbols outside their homes, and for as many as 25% of
them, they had stopped speaking Hebrew in public.

About 20% of them reported personally experiencing
antisemitic incidents since 7 October, while more than
22% reported such an experience happening to close
family members.

Despite not wanting to go home, as many as 85% of
them believe it's their role to defend Israel, and 56.1%
say their identification with Israel has increased since

7 October, while 38.2% believe theiridentification
remains unchanged, and 5.7% say it has weakened.

Asubstantial 64.2% believe that Israelis have to
take an active role on behalf of Israel in the countries in
which they live, while another 20.9% believe they need
to do this only to a moderate extent.

However, only 49.8% believe they are well prepared
to lead a discussion on the situation in Israel or advocate
on behalf of Israel, while 34.7% believe they are
moderately equipped, and 11.8% feel mildly equipped,
according to Mosaic United.

For Israelis abroad, according to the research, almost
80% support Israel on social media networks, while
almost 70% donate money to help. Sixty-two percent
make sure to participate in pro-Israel rallies and
marches. About the same number participates in Israeli
and Jewish community events.

About 57.3% of them have chosen to participate in
public diplomacy (hasbara) activities, and almost 30%
have initiated activities to support Israel, but less than
10% have opted to go to Israel to volunteer.

Nevertheless 82.6% of Israelis living abroad feel
emotionally connected to Israel. Only 1% plans to return
to live in Israel in the coming months, but almost 30%
are considering returning at some pointin the future.
However, more than 60% don'tintend to retun to live
in Israel.

Less than 10% of the children of Israelis living in the
diaspora have returned to Israel or enlisted in the Israel
Defense Forces since 7 October, and almost 70% of
them don'tintend to return or enlist.
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Herzog highlights horror of genocide in Rwanda

LEE TANKLE

Rwanda this week to commemorate 30 years

of the Rwandan genocide with President Paul
Kagame.

“Three decades after these atrocities, the
world must look squarely at the terrible crimes,

I sraeli President Isaac Herzog flew to Kigali in

and recognise the true horror of genocide - the
deliberate attempt to annihilate a people,”
Herzog said at the commemoration. Herzog was
the first Israeli leader to visit Africa since the

7 October massacre.

“The world mustn’t allow the politicisation of
genocide, it mustn’t allow the belittling of the
horror of such crimes and the degrading of the
memory of the victims of genocide.

“Jewish people know all too well what it means
to be threatened with annihilation,” he said.

“We know all too well what it means to be the
victims of genocide, terror, and hatred against
our people. Even today, as we are erroneously and
falsely accused of modern blood libels, we remain
the target of a vicious and evil regime in Tehran,
with its proxies across the region, whose stated
aim is the destruction of the Jewish nation.”

Herzog said this in a statement after his visit
to Rwanda, where he met global leaders including
former United States President Bill Clinton, and
European Council President Charles Michel.

He went to Rwanda at the invitation of
Kagame to commemorate three decades
since members of the ethnic majority Hutu
nationalists murdered members of the ethnic
minority, the Tutsis.

On 6 April 1994, a plane carrying former
Rwandan President Juvénal Habyarimana
and Burundi President Cyprien Ntaryamira
was shot down over the capital city Kigali,
leaving no survivors. Within an hour of the

crash, the presidential guard, together with
members of the Rwandan armed forces

(FAR) and Hutu militia groups known as the
Interahamwe (those who attack together) and
Impuzamugambi (those who have the same
goal), set up roadblocks and barricades and
began slaughtering Tutsis and moderate Hutus
with impunity.

Rwandan President Paul Kagame,
lighting the Flame of Remembraneg.
in Honour of the 30th anniversary (1)}
the Rwandan Genocide
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Among the first victims of the genocide were
the moderate Hutu Prime Minister Agathe
Uwilingiyimana and 10 Belgian peacekeepers,
killed on 7 April.

This catapulted a campaign by Hutu
nationalists across the country lasting 100 days
and resulting in 800 000 people, mainly of Tutsi
descent, being murdered.

In commemorating the years since this
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genocide, Herzog was able to show the world the
strong partnership between the two nations,
particularly in light of the accusations that Israel
has been committing genocide. While there, he
was also able to advocate with global leaders for
the release of the hostages held by Hamas.

The president participated in a special wreath-

there are no double standards. That’s why
we condemn in the strongest terms Hamas’s
terrorist attack in Israel, and call for the
unconditional release of the hostages.”

The spokesperson for the Israeli presidency
said, “Commemorating the genocide is obviously
of tremendous importance to Rwanda. So, it

laying ceremony at the central monumentandin  was important for us to be there for them. Since
¥ o F it was a commemoration of 30 years since the

' genocide, as the Jewish people and the Jewish

state, we know all too well what it means to be

the victims of genocide.

“We need to stand in solidarity with the
victims of those crimes, and to promote
awareness of the dangers of hatred and
ideology that leads to these sorts of crimes,
especially against the background of Israel being
erroneously and blatantly falsely accused of
genocidal crimes.

“It’s important for us to be there and highlight
what genocide is and what it means to be the
victims of a nation which is deliberately seeking
to destroy another people or its own people.”

The spokesperson emphasised that while
Herzog was there to commemorate the Rwandan
genocide, he also took the opportunity to
continue to press for the release of the hostages
taken by Hamas with immediate effect.

Herzog gave Kagame a gift of a necklace with
a military identity tag, which had engraved on
it “My heart is in Gaza”, saying, “This is for the
release of the hostages, for which we all pray and
want them back as soon as possible.”

Said the spokesperson, “It was an opportunity
to stand alongside friends and highlight the true
moral message of what it means to stand against
genocide and what genocide truly is. It’s an
opportunity to prevail on the world stage once
again the very urgent need to bring the hostages
home.”

.r%ﬁ@tolMaé]a‘mur(itGPQ‘l o

the main ceremony with global leaders.

There, Michel condemned the barbaric
attack by Hamas on 7 October, and called for
the immediate release of the hostages held by
terrorists in Gaza, saying, “The European Union
believes that the values of human dignity, of
belonging to the human race, and of fighting
discrimination, which underpin the United
Nations Charter, must be our compass so that

EVERY VOTE COUNTS IN THE 2024
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Dear Esteemed Client,

As a valued member of the Lithuanian diaspora with reinstated citizenship, you play a
crucial role in our democratic processes. On May 12, 2024, Lithuania faces a pivotal
moment with a referendum held alongside the presidential election. This referendum
asks if individuals born as Lithuanian citizens should retain their citizenship upon
acquiring that of another friendly country, addressing dual citizenship issues for post-
1990 emigrants and strengthening our global community.

Current laws limit dual citizenship, affecting those who emigrated after Lithuania
regained independence in 1990. Your citizenship, through descent, bypasses these
constraints. The proposed amendment aims to modernize our approach to national
identity, reflecting inclusivity and forward-thinking.

With 74% support in a previous referendum, the push for dual citizenship is strong.
However, success requires over 50% of all eligible voters' approval. Despite past
shortcomings, optimistic campaign efforts indicate a promising outcome this time.

All Lithuanian citizens abroad, aged 18 and over, must register to vote, regardless of
previous registrations, at www.rinkejopuslapis.lt (scan QR code below for your
convenience). This is essential for both in-person and postal voting. Particularly for
South Africa, the postal voting registration deadline at the Pretoria Embassy is April
20th. Other locations have specific deadlines, with details available online.

This referendum is more than a policy change; it’s about
cherishing our heritage and ensuring global Lithuanians
maintain their homeland connection. Your vote signifies the
importance of Lithuanian identity and our collective unity.

Should you need assistance or have queries, I am ready to

help. Your active participation and encouragement within our |
community are invaluable.

With the deepest respect and anticipation for our
shared democratic engagement,

Adv. Dainius Ambrazaitis

IN JURE Law Firm, Vilnius, Lithuania

CONSULTATION@INJURE.LT

www.LithuanianPassport.com
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Contradictory world of Israel haters

woke up in the early hours of the morning before

I this newspaper was put to bed wracking my brain
for an inspiring front-page story with a happy

ending. I also wanted to run a front-page story

that would take us away from antisemitism and

Israel hatred because, frankly, it’s unpleasant and

depressing.

We did have a couple of leads that appeared to
have nothing to do with either — and they had happy
endings - but in the end, they didn’t work out.

And the truth is that we cannot wish away
antisemitism and Israel hatred.

However, having said that, I have to say that
despite the ugliness of our haters and the things they
say about us, I found myself vaguely amused at these
angry people protesting outside aliya expos.

Let’s face it, aliya expos are about helping Jews to emigrate. I know it’s to Israel -
and our haters don’t like Israel — but they make it so clear they don’t want us around
either. So, surely they should be out celebrating that some Jews are interested in
leaving the country! They should be encouraging aliya expos, because that means more
Jews may leave South Africa. As [ understand it, they would be very happy for us to
take our skills, intelligence, and know-how elsewhere.

Surely, it would make them happy that these Zionists, whom they claim to despise,
are taking their ideas, innovation, and businesses and restarting in Israel? Surely, they
would be grateful if Jews closed the organisations that raise funds to help the more
needy in South Africa, and launched elsewhere?

So, I suggest that they stop protesting against aliya expos, and help put them
together. It would be the answer to their problems. They would no longer have a need
to protest against everything we do or say. Then, more of the Zionists they so love to
hate would be offshore, and they could heave a sigh of relief.

Perhaps our haters didn’t get the memo about what aliya means? But surely they
understand what a protest is? Then why take little children along when they’re going
to get violent, harass people, and damage vehicles? Seriously, what are they trying
to teach their children? That violence pays and hatred is a solution to anti-Israel
problems? It’s really sad, I have to say. We should all be protecting our little ones from
hatred where possible, not thrusting them onto the frontline.

I understand that Gazan children don’t have that luxury, nor did Israeli children on
7 October, or when they repeatedly have to run from missiles. But our South African
children - Jewish, Muslim, Christian, or any religious persuasion - really don’t need
to see adults misbehaving for any reason. Or so I believe. But then, I accept that our
haters may not agree with me because we probably don’t agree on a lot, not least of all
supporting a Jewish state.

What I realise, though, is that truth isn’t a strong point for our haters, because
they seem to take up the age-old adage of “never let the truth get in the way of a good
story”. And I thought that was specific to bad journalists!

Consider this: these extremists are now calling on the police, the justice ministry,
and the National Prosecuting Authority to investigate the Israel Centre, the South
African Zionist Federation, South African Jewish Board of Deputies, and so on. I'm
not quite sure what they hope to achieve because there’s nothing secretive about any
of these organisations. What you see is what you get. I can vouch for that because
we deal with them a lot. But then, no matter how many years I've been a journalist,
because I'm a Jew and I believe in a Jewish state, they may not trust me.

What exactly do they think they would find by investigating Jewish communal
organisations? For the life of me, I cannot imagine. But I'm astonished that they
would expect the police, justice department, and prosecuting authority to waste their
time and minimal budget on something so ridiculous. Frankly, I would imagine that
most people would rather that they fought crime, corruption, criminals, and tried to
find ways to avoid these major problems from emerging in the first place.

But, no, our haters are so obsessed with hating us, they would rather these
organisations pause in fighting the real problems in the country and focus on us.
Seriously!

Then, we look at their call for the arrest of Colonel Golan Vach, a man celebrated
for his personal contribution to global humanitarian aid and disaster-relief efforts.
As the head of Israel’s National Rescue Unit, he has saved countless lives all over the
world, including after the earthquake in Turkey last year, for which he was personally
acknowledged by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

He has led rescue missions to Haiti, Brazil, the Philippines, and Mexico, among
other countries where there was a dire need. He’s an international hero, yet our
haters want him behind bars because they insist that he was in South Africa to
recruit young boys as soldiers. This is so bizarre and ridiculous, it would be amusing
if our haters didn’t push it out on social and general media and get thousands to
believe it.

They lambast Vach because he killed two Palestinians, but these two terrorists
were trying to kill him and so he defended himself, killing them. What exactly was
Vach supposed to do? Let them kill him? I don’t believe so.

So, while what they are saying is amusing, and would otherwise be comical,
unfortunately it’s not because their fiction becomes fact when they tell others about it.
Because much like people believing the lies Hamas sprouts, they are happy to believe
those who hate us even if there’s no reality to what they are saying.

Having said all of that, at the SA Jewish Report, we’ll continue to search for stories
with happy endings for you.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

OPINION

e live in challenging times. This week marks
six months since the start of the Israel-Gaza
war.The news is incessantly miserable and

depressing, and each day can seem bleaker than the one
before.

We're hurting and mourning yet persistently trying to
rise beyond, to rationalise, and normalise our new, surreal
reality.

The everyday greeting of asking someone, "Ma nishma?
[How are you?]" has become a double entendre, a loaded
question fraught with duality and risk.

The world and the communities we live in appear
increasingly hostile and threatening, and we're all
relentlessly recalibrating our relationships with and
perceptions of our external friendships, communities, and
neighbours.

And, regardless of our political persuasions and opinions,
we're also gravely concerned by the hubris, arrogance, and
failure of leadership and governance that brought about
this disastrous and unprecedented challenge to our people
and our national sovereignty, existence, and confidence,
and the alarming lack of political accountability.

Since that Black Shabbat on 7 October, as a country,
nation, and people, we're consistently hurtling from one
crisis to another, living constantly in a dangerous “red zone"
mindset of “fight-flight-freeze, frantic-fearful-frustrated’,
as opposed to a healthier "blue-zone” mindset of “flow-
flourish, peace-possibility, calm-connect, create-confident".

And yet, in spite of all this, we have to try and move
beyond the "red zone" if we're to survive and eventually
thrive, personally and collectively.

It's about having optimism and hope - optimism as a
transient belief that we'll be okay, and hope as a sense that
action will lead to better times.

I'm massively inspired by the optimism and hope of this
phenomenal, misjudged, and underestimated generation
of young people in Israel, who so quickly, selflessly, and
admirably showed up to fight and volunteer, most often
without a formal call to arms, with a singularity of purpose
and unity, for this country, nation, and people's future, and
the victims' welfare and resilience.

Yes, this same generation has grown up in the shadow
of increasingly volatile political polarity; a progressively
violent culture of political and social discourse; an absence
of public accountability and responsibility; corruption; in
the shadow of the threatening climate crisis; the COVID-19
pandemic; the threat of a “legal coup/restructure”;

7 October; and now this vindicated yet damned war.

Israeli youth give us hope

NATIE SHEVEL

It has experienced a government that
went “missing in action", abandoned
the residents of Israel's northern and
southern periphery, the hostages and their families, and
which didn‘t look well enough after them and their families
and livelihoods while they served and sacrificed.

They've lost friends and family at the Nova festival, in
Gaza Envelope communities, and up north, and they find
themselves going from one funeral to another, comforting
each other and each other's broken, bruised, and grieving
families.

And yet, in spite of all this, perhaps because of it, they
constantly show us mind-boggling energy and power
of purpose, action, volunteerism, sacrifice, selflessness,
humility, hope, resilience, and leadership by example,

a spontaneous and intuitive craving and call for positive
change, to redefine the meaning, purpose, and culture
of public discourse and leadership regardless of political,
social, or economic backgrounds or persuasions.

And as we contemplate the Pesach seder in a few weeks,
with all of its wonderful ritual and storytelling to relate,
m'dor I'dor (from each generation to the next) our peoples’
redemption from slavery, the symbolism and embodiment
of this generation’s selfless commitment and leadership
isn't lost on me.

It reminds me why and what we and they are fighting for,
sacrificing for, that this fight is for our beloved children and
their friends, abductees and their families, and the soldiers,
the grieving families of the entire region, for positive
change and a better future of us all - our nation, people,
and country.

And so, in spite of the all-encompassing grief, sadness,
and sense of helplessness, | choose optimism and hope,
picking myself up each time, looking forward, choosing life
not victimhood, and continuing to believe in and actively
working for a better future, to be worthy of them, this
inspirational next generation.

This is the least we can do for the memory of the victims,
for those who have sacrificed, and for those we're still
waiting for after 188 days!

B'sorot tovot - may we be blessed with good news!

* Natie Shevel is the chief operations officer of Ronson
Foundation Services Ltd, which helps the underprivileged
in the Jewish community. He is an honorary Member
of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) for charitable
services and strengthening links between the United
Kingdom and Israel.

true potential

OPINION

nan era where South Africa’s challenges often casta long
I shadow over its narrative, moments that illuminate our

collective spiritand resilience carry profound impact.
Recently, at a graduation ceremony at the University of the
Witwatersrand (Wits), | was reminded of the enduring hope
and unity that defines our nation.

Set against the majestic backdrop of the Great Hall, the
ceremony was a masterful fusion of tradition and modernity.
Every detail, from gown fittings to photography, was managed
with remarkable efficiency. The choir's performance, blending
the traditional Gaudeamus with South African national
anthems and a joyful African song of gratitude, resonated with
everyone present.

Gréduation ceremony at the University of the Witwatersrand

> e Sy R . =2 L
The speeches delivered insight and realism, yet were
infused with hope. They acknowledged the myriad challenges
we face, but underscored the crucial role of the younger
generation in shaping our nation’s future. The expressions

of gratitude for the support systems that have underpinned
graduates' journeys highlighted the communal effort behind
individual successes.

Aconversation with a couple beside us, whose

Wits graduation shows SA’s

BENJY PORTER

own educational journey ended at
Standard 6 (Grade 8) but who were there to celebrate their
daughter's graduation, served as a powerful reminder of

the transformative power of education in South Africa. This
story, like many others shared that day, bridged gaps in
background and belief, highlighting our shared aspirations
for our children's futures. The communal joy in celebrating
each graduate’s name being called was a testament to the
supportive and inclusive spirit that unites us.

As the ceremony concluded, transitioning from the
solemnity of traditional academic processions to the electricity
of James Brown's | Feel Good, an amazing scene unfolded
outside the Great Hall. Family members unable to secure
tickets had gathered in circles, singing and dancing
to celebrate their graduates. This vibrant display
wasn't just deeply moving, but reflected the
¢ strength and warmth of our national character.

Wits is a remarkable institution and a national
jewel. This graduation ceremony served as a
microcosm of our society's hope, resilience, and
vibrant culture, a society truly blessed by its people,
yet faced with political challenges.

As we approach the elections and navigate
our country's future, let's cling to the hope and
aspirations we hold and refuse to succumb to cynicism and
negativity. The youth, brimming with promise and potential
and desenving of better governance, is pivotal in shaping the
future. With Hashem's help, it's a future we can all contribute
to, creating an environment where the next generation can
thrive as it rightfully should.

* Benjy Porter is an entrepreneur, community, and family man.
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Aliyah Expos reveal A-Z of immigration to Israel

LEE TANKLE

Iking into the Aliyah Expo in Johannesburg and Cape Town last week was
Wke taking a trip into a real-life encyclopaedia for aliya, say participants, with
information on just about any aspect of making a home in Israel.

The smorgasbord of information left people feeling sated in spite of not being thrilled
about the protesters shouting outside the building.

"In spite of the gathering of angry and misinformed protesters outside, the Cape Town
and Johannesburg Jewish community walked with their heads held high, with dignity,
through the hate, to be
welcomed into a space of
warmth, safety, joy, and
optimism,” said Ziva Taitz,
the head of the aliya
department at the Israel
Centre on the expos held
in Cape Town on 4 April
and Johannesburg on 7
and 8 April.

"It was a place where
people could make plans
for a future in which they .I
can grow and flourish. |
Thisisamicrocosmof =
what Israel represents to
us. It holds our core values as a resilient and spirited people,” she said.

"In the face of adversity and isolation, with certain groups trying to hold us back,
intimidate us, and ultimately destroy us, we continue to move forward. While we're
returning to our ancient homeland, it's not a move back into the past but toward the
future, not only geographically but spiritually in our journey of making aliya," Taitz said.

Attendees of the expo were given information about what the process is like and
how to kickstart their journey. They were introduced to various elements of the process,
including programmes offered to olim upon their arrival, educational opportunities,
career opportunities, and everything in between.

"There's something here for everyone making aliya, seeking to make aliya, or even
contemplating the prospect of making aliya," one attendee said.

"I came today to assess my options in terms of the processes and benefits of an oleh,”

Attendees were able to roam the halls and talk to various representatives from private
companies; universities; the Nahariya, Arad, and Haifa municipalities; educational
programmes; the ministry of aliya and integration; as well as delegates from the Jewish
Agency and Telfed.

In addition to having private talks with the delegates, attendees could attend lectures
on specific fields, ranging from basic information about documents and eligibility for
aliya, to programmes for medical practitioners and the experience of working in Israel,
and how the country's tax system works.

Said Dorron Kline, the chief executive of Telfed, “During the days of the expo, |
interviewed 82 family units, gave three public lectures with more than
100 participants, and spoke at various other community functions. The
amount of information that the South African Jewish community has
received to make the aliya dream become reality is tremendous.

"A poignant incident during my many interviews was a young
gentleman who came to see me with no idea of how to make his dream
of aliya into a reality,” Kline said. "After a 20-minute discussion, he left
with a seven-year plan detailing all he needed to do to make his life
successful in Israel.”

One of the most popular lectures was given by members of the aliya
and integration ministry specifically directed at South African medical
practitioners, giving them information about the opportunities they may
have in Israel. This was an important part of the expo, as in the words
of incoming Israel Centre Director Dafna Kremer, “Israel is looking for
doctors because there are lots of injured people that need medical help.
We're also aware that in South Africa, the level of academic studies in
medical schools is high.”

The venue was covered with reminders of the war in Gaza, with hostage posters
plastered on the walls, and attendees given pins with yellow ribbons.

“Ever since 7 October, South Africa hasn't necessarily felt like home,” one attendee
said. "That date sparked a feeling in me that | wanted to be in Israel, surrounded by
people who have similar values."

Many attendees, although not having a set date for aliya, were interested in looking at
all the options they had to make the leap.

“This is the first step in my aliya journey, and now | feel like | can start planning for this
big change," said another attendee.

“We can now expect a big increase in aliya from South Africa," said Kline. “But t's not
enough. We want those who make aliya to be better educated about the process, making

another said.

the chances of a successful and smooth absorption that much higher.”

Aliya for bighearted, not fainthearted

PERSONAL STORY

y husband Ian and I are in our mid-
M sixties, and made aliya five years ago.

I feel honoured to have been invited
by the Jewish Agency to share my story at the
Aliyah Expo, and hopefully inspire others.

Our daughter and son-in-law, Gila and Robin,
had made aliya with our two little grandsons,
and were settled and happy in Modi'in. We
wanted to join them, but felt so overwhelmed
at the thought of such a drastic move. We also
couldn’t face the thought of leaving Alon and
Sarah, our son and daughter-in-law, who were
still in South Africa.

We visited Gila and Robin in Modi'in three
times in the two years prior to our aliya. On
each visit, we started to feel more comfortable
and less afraid of the unknown, as life in
Modi'in started to become more familiar and
attractive.

When Alon and Sarah announced that they
had decided to leave South Africa, we realised it
was time for us to take the giant leap forward.
We sold our home quickly and easily, and
started planning our aliya. Careful planning
was one of the key elements to making aliya
successfully.

Gila found an apartment for us to rent,
and we signed the lease based on her good
judgement. It’s a lovely apartment, and we’re
happy there. Knowing where we would be living
and how much space we would have enabled us
to plan our packing carefully and helped us to
decide what to leave behind and what to take in
our container.

We were also in a position to plan our
finances fairly accurately because we knew
how much money we would need to cover
rent, utilities, and day-to-day living expenses.
Knowing all of this in advance helped to make
the process less stressful, and prevented any
unpleasant and unexpected surprises after our
arrival.

We settled in quickly, and soon dealt with all
the official bureaucratic matters, like opening a
bank account, converting our drivers’ licences,
and applying for biometric identity documents.

People were welcoming and helpful every step
of the way.

We signed up for ulpan, and spent the next
six months working on our Hebrew. Even
though most Israelis can speak some English,
it’s essential to learn Hebrew as it helps to
integrate into Israeli society.

We joined a shul with an Anglo community,
and feel quite comfortable there, even though
most of the people are younger than we are.

One of our biggest concerns was whether
we would find work. Fortunately, lan and I
were lucky enough to find jobs without too
much difficulty. He works for Super-Pharm, a
pharmacy, healthcare, and home-products store.
I'm an English teacher, and teach at a girls high
school in Tel Aviv. Teaching Israeli teenagers
has been an eye-opener, and is
very different to what I
was used to, but it’s a
wonderful school,
and I enjoy
teaching there.

Dealing
with the
bureaucracy
of misrad
hachinuch
(the education
ministry) was
challenging. In
spite of the fact
that I managed to
get my South African
degrees recognised, I was
still required to do a year of
staj (internship) and complete a one-
year staj course through a college of education
in order to get my teaching licence. I completed
this during my first year at the school, and
eventually sorted out all of the bureaucratic
issues with the help of Telfed.

Alon and Sarah made aliya with their three
children two and a half years after us, and Gila
and Robin had their third child shortly after
we arrived. We're all happy in Modi'in, and

Shelley and lan Berman
at the Herizliya Maring

enjoy the wonderful quality ‘i i
of life that Israel offers. My
grandchildren can ride their
bikes freely in the streets, and I can walk to the
24/7 supermarket, at midnight, without looking
over my shoulder.

Of course, living through the war has and
continues to be stressful and utterly heart
breaking. Though we can never ignore the
horrors of the war, I still feel safe in Israel. I
have the utmost respect for our brave Israel
Defense Forces heroes who are there to protect
us. Nowhere else in the world do Jews have that
safety net, that protection.

The war has brought out the best in Israeli
society. Just the slogan coined, “beyachad
nenatzeach” (together we will win) sums up
the overwhelming feeling of unity.
Israelis from all walks of life have
banded together to volunteer,
help, and provide support
wherever they can.

It’s humbling and

empowering to be a
A part of such a society.
 Tragically, so many

soldiers have died,

yet even in our grief,
we’re unified. One
soldier is one too
many. One family’s pain

is the nation’s pain. We're
anation in mourning, but
we mourn together, and we’ll
ultimately be victorious together.
Aliya isn’t for the fainthearted.

I'll never make light of the enormity of the
undertaking. It's without doubt the most
difficult thing I've ever done. But, to quote the
words of singer Tom Petty, “What lies ahead,

I have no way of knowing, but I'm not afraid
anymore.” Am Yisrael Chai! Ein li eretz acheret!

« Shelley Berman spoke at the Aliyah Expo about
her personal experience of emigrating to Israel
from South Africa.
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Balanced

TALI FEINBERG

he editor of the prestigious South
I African Medical Journal, Dr Bridget
Farham, has lost her job for trying

to ensure balanced coverage of Israel's war
against Hamas and refusing to publish
two articles critical of Israel which made no
reference to the 7 October attacks. Even after
being made to resign, she stands by her
decision.

Now, the South African Jewish Board
of Deputies (SAJBD) s calling for her
immediate reinstatement, following her
ousting by the South African Medical
Association (SAMA). “Dr Farham's forced
resignation comes after a torrent of abuse
meted out from pro-Palestinian SAMA
members, and after facing criticism from
SAMA itself," the SAJBD said on 9 April.
“This was in response to a sober editorial, in
which she stated that there was "no moral
equivalence” between Hamas's invasion of
Israel on 7 October and Israel's retaliation.

“The unprofessional and unfair treatment
of Dr Farham by SAMA is an unacceptable
form of bullying that attempts to cancel
anyone who dares to express a different
view, in spite of academic rigour,” said the
SAJBD. "By forcing Dr Farham to resign,
SAMA has brought itself into disrepute, and
has damaged the proud reputation of an
organisation that claims to unify doctors with
diverse backgrounds and exists ‘to serve
its members' best interests and needs in
all healthcare-related matters' Not only is it
not fulfilling its mandate, it's behaving in a
manner contrary to what we would hope to
see from a medical professional body."

“The main reason | wouldn't publish the

stance on Israel costs editor her job

opinion pieces on Gaza and
Israel was that the authors
refused to mention

7 October, saying

that it was simply

in the context

of 75 years

of Israeli
oppression,”
Farham told

the SA Jewish
Report."There
was email
discussion about
this, but no further
submissions were
offered that met this criteria.”

Farham, who isn't Jewish, said,
“Obviously, | was shocked by the events
[of 7 October], but what prompted me
to reach out to Jewish friends was the
realisation that being attacked in Israel in
this way meant that Jewish people would
feel threatened again."

Farham explained her reasoning for
not publishing the two pieces in an
editorial, titled "Israel, Gaza and moral
equivalence’, where she stated, "I've been
accused of moral cowardice for declining
two submissions that are frankly heavily
biased towards Palestine, and neither of
which mention the events of 7 October
2023. 1 watched the events of 7 October
with complete horror. An Israeli friend,
whose family was displaced from the
southern Gaza border on that day, let
us all know that he was safe. My many
Jewish friends and colleagues were in a
state of complete shock.

"Reading the news, acts of antisemitism

Dr Bridget Farham _#

around the globe massively
increased immediately
after the event, even
before Israel
launched its
'self-defence’
barrage of
missiles
into Gaza,"
she wrote.
“That alone
tells me that
antisemitism
lies very close
to the surface, and
the feeling that there's
no longer a safe homeland
is completely understandable.”
Her editorial went on to say, “Now, 160
days into the war, I'm once again watching
in complete horror as Israel goes, to my
mind, far beyond the right to self-defence."
She wrote that she has “mixed feelings
about South Africa’s petition to the ICJ
[International Court of Justice] accusing
Israel of genocide, mainly because it has
been remarkably silent about similar events
in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and not because | feel the case was
completely without merit.
"The same person who accused me
of moral cowardice for not publishing
her submission on the weaponisation of
health system destruction also said that
she and many others feel that the events
of 7 October can be justified by 75 years
of Israeli oppression,” wrote Farham. “This
is where | cannot agree. Nothing justifies
the horror that was meted out to families
on the southern Gaza border that day. Just

A

-

as nothing justifies Israel's continuing
destruction of Gaza and its people. There's no
moral equivalence.”

Farham said she received emails attacking
her personally in letters to the editor. |
was quite prepared for responses, but
didn't expect them to be personal attacks
on my integrity as an individual. | would
have published any formally submitted
correspondence, however unpleasant.’

Inthe end, Farham withdrew the editorial
and "issued my own apology for offending
people. In retrospect, this was a mistake. |
should have stood by the editorial, but the
editorial staff were also receiving unpleasant
emails, which is why | decided to retract,”
she said.

"I was then alerted to emails being sent to
the chief executive and board of the South
African Medical Association, and meetings
taking place about what had happened, and
warned by the head of publishing thatan
official apology was going to be issued by
SAMA. As a matter of courtesy, | would have
expected the board to contact me, which it
didn't”

SAMAissued an arbitrary head office
public apology without consulting her.
Farham then agreed to “a mutual parting
of ways" after the SAMA executive cited
"reputational damage” as its main concern.

"Fellow medical editors, the South
African National Editors Forum [SANEF],
and many local academics have sent me
messages of support,” Farham says. “Loss of
editorial independence is a serious issue in
publishing, both academic and otherwise.
Do we really want to return to the censorship
of the apartheid days?"

This support included a strongly worded

letter to SAMA Chairperson Dr Mvuyisi
Mzukwa from the editors emeritus of the
journal and former University of Cape
Town deans of medicine, Professors
Daniel Ncayiyana and JP van Niekerk.
They said the correct approach would

have been to encourage and publish
appropriate rebuttals. They told Mzukwa
that when equivalent bodies of SAMA

in other countries acted against their
editors "on quasi political grounds", it

had a detrimental effect on the journal’s
owners. They reaffirmed their allegiance to
editorial responsibilities as outlined in the
press code of conduct by the Press Council
of South Africa.

The executive director of SANEF, Reggy
Moalusi, said it was "an unfortunate
development that the SAMA board had to
interfere with Dr Farham's editorial. We're
always of the view that editors should be
allowed to take independent editorial
decisions and be allowed to do their work.
It's clear from the editorial that she was
taking no sides.

Says Farham, “I'm sad to leave the journal,
which is one of the most important journals
in Africa, but I'm putting this behind me and
moving on. I'm already a consultant scientist
for the WHO [World Health Organization]
African regional office, and I've received
interestin my skills from elsewhere.”

“The rise in overt antisemitism
following the 7 October attack is to be
strongly condemned,” Farham says.

"It just shows how close to the surface
this remains. | hope the local Jewish
community can continue to rise above
the hate, as it has done in the past, and
continue its interfaith activities.”
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Pandor's threat to SA soldlers in IDF not credible
=

OPINION

Israel Defense Forces (IDF), telling a Palestinian
solidarity event, “I've already issued a statement alerting
those who are South African and who are fighting
alongside or in the Israel Defense Forces: we're ready,
when you come home, we'll arrest you."

But though Pandor may help determine foreign policy,
she has no power to create criminal liability within South
Africa. Infact, there's no "law on the books" that the South
African government could use to prosecute a citizen for
enlisting in a foreign military.

Arecentarticle by Michelle Nel in the SA Jewish Report ||
("South Africans fighting for Israel in Gaza: what does the
law say’, 4 April 2024) presented a differing viewpoint.
Nel referenced the two relevant pieces of legislation,
first, the Regulation of Foreign Military Assistance Act,
1998, and second, the Prohibition of Mercenary Activities
and Regulation of Certain Activities in Country of Armed
Conflict Act, 2006.The 2006 Act, while it was passed
and formally enacted in 2006/2007, only “comes into
operation on a date determined by the president by
proclamation in the Gazette”. (See 516.) Once it does,
it will replace the 1998 Act. (See s14.) This hasn't yet
happened, which means South African law is based on
the 1998 Act.

"Enlisting in a foreign army” without permission,
is explicitly prohibited by the yet-to-be-promulgated
2006 Act, but not the 1998 Act. The latter prohibits
only unapproved "military assistance” like “financial,
logistical, intelligence, or operational support” services;
"recruitment” services; “procurement of equipment”
services; or "mercenary services', which is defined as
fighting for profit.

The core concern might be that the South African
government would try to read "enlisting in a foreign
army" in the 1998 Act's catch-all provision which prohibits
any unapproved “action that has the result of furthering
the military interests of a party to the armed conflict”. This
may seem like a plausible proposition, and it's the one
adopted by Nel - after all, enlisting in an army furthers

oreign Minister Dr Naledi Pandor recently =
threatened South African citizens serving in the ' 1

the military interests of the relevant country. However,
any attempt by the government to squeeze “enlisting in a
foreign army” into this general provision will fail for three
independent reasons of increasing force.

First, the 1998 Act is clearly concerned with regulating
actions of a transactional or for-profit nature, and
the relevant activities are explicitly mentioned. If the
government wanted to prohibit such a major action like
enlistment, it would need to mention this explicitly. It
does this, for example, with mercenary activity, which is
defined as “participation in an armed conflict for private
gain’, yet no similar prohibition exists for fighting out
of duty or national obligation, in other words, not-for
gain. It's noteworthy that there's no evidence of any
South African having been arrested let alone successfully
prosecuted for enlisting in a foreign army. However,
thousands of South Africans have been fighting in foreign
armies, including the Israeli and British armies, every year
since the legislation was introduced.

Second, the fact that the 1998 Act doesn't prohibit
enlisting in a foreign army was explicitly recognised in the
Parliamentary Bill that established the 2006 Act. The Bill
states that the purpose of the new 2006 Act is “to amend

the Regulation of Foreign Military Assistance Act, 1998,
50 as to provide for the regulation of enlistment of South
African citizens with foreign armed forces". In other words,
enlistmentin a foreign army wasn't requlated under the
1998 Act, and that was one of main purposes of the 2006
Act.

Third, the 2006 Act states that “a citizen of the Republic
ora person ordinarily resident in the Republic who, at
the time of the commencement of this Act, had already
been enlisted in an armed force, must within six months
of the date of the commencement of this Act, apply
forauthorisation”. In other words, while it was legal to
enlistin a foreign army before the 2006 Act came into
operation, soldiers have six months to get authorised
once the Act is promulgated.

That's case closed.

Note when the 2006 Act is finally promulgated, it will
raise serious constitutional issues. In 2010, the United
Nations Human Rights Council published a detailed
review of the 2006 Act and explicitly focused on the
new enlistment prohibition. The report notes that
"1000 South Africans are presently enlisted in the British
army" and highlights various challenges which the Act

ROBERT LIPSCHITZ

will probably face on constitutional
grounds. Nel pointed to section
198(b) of the Constitution, which states that "the resolve
to live in peace and harmony precludes any South African
citizen from participating in armed conflict, nationally

or internationally, except as provided for in terms of the
Constitution or national legislation” This principle sets up
a weighting where various rights and considerations will
need to be balanced.

Is it permissible under the Constitution for the state
to prohibita dual citizen from serving in the army of
another nation to which they also hold citizenship? Recall
that South African courts recently overturned the ability
of the government to withdraw citizenship from persons
who had acquired citizenship in another country. The
courts may be equally suspect of the government's power
to reach into another country and stop a citizen of that
country from fulfilling their national duties, including
the duty to serve. These trickly constitutional problems
probably play no small part in the government's reticence
to promulgate the 2006 Act.

But, regardless of how the Constitution is interpreted,
one cannot be arrested for violating a principle of the
Constitution. To criminally prosecute a citizen, the state
requires legislation that specifically criminalises the
relevant activity. With the near certainty that the courts
would find that the 1998 Act doesn't prohibit enlisting
inaforeign army, it would be a fool's errand to bring a
case against IDF soldiers, and the government is highly
unlikely to do so.

Pandor may be pandering to her audience, but her
threats of arresting South Africans fighting in the IDF
aren‘t credible. South African citizens enlisted in the IDF
can find significant comfort that not only are they on the
right side of history, they are also on the right side of the
law back in South Africa.

® Robert Lipschitz is a professional economist who
regularly works in competition law and economics. He's
not a lawyer, and this doesn't constitute a professional
legal opinion.

SAUL KAMIONSKY

e demand for property from people arriving in Israel has
never been greater, said Marc Reiss, who heads up private

and international banking activities in Israel, during a

recent talk on the Israeli real estate market and economy.

“It’s incredible at this period of time [in the midst of war],”
Reiss said in Sandton on 8 April.

One reason for the huge demand in spite of the Israel-Hamas
war is, Reiss says, “what’s happening in the United Kingdom.
You'll be familiar with the hundreds of thousands of people on
the streets of London every single Saturday and Sunday, making
it a no-go area for Jews.

“In New York, interest in Yeshiva University has spiked to

Israel property buoyantin spite of war

have been paid. This is the world standard, and Israeli banks are Reiss said this record sale was a good example of “the old

no different.” adage, ‘If you believe in something, put your money where
There’s no doubt that people are feeling troubling times, Reiss ~ your mouth is.” There were 400 investments in the bonds
said, but “at the same time, there’s a tremendous inspiration from 36 different countries. That says a lot more about
from Israel too. It’s our kids and all our kids’ friends who are what people think about Israel right now than the credit
defending us while we sleep.” agencies.”
And no matter how down people are, he said, the shekel is
strengthening. “On 10 October, the dollar to the shekel was

4:1. Today, it’s about 3.70. It goes against all intuition,” Reiss

Reiss said he expected an excess of demand over supply
for property as soon as “things start working themselves
out and the war finishes, when about 300 000 soldiers come

said. “The shekel strengthened or re-strengthened back into the workforce.

against initial weakness against the dollar from “Property prices remained rather flat in the past year, and
10 October.”

Reiss said that four weeks ago, Israel’s

we’ve experienced a lot of demand, irrespective of the way
people are transferring money and what they need to do.

treasury achieved its aim of raising $8 billion, Selwyn Hare People are looking to buy property in Israel

400% this year. Why? People are feeling intimidated
to go to major universities in New York.”

Reiss said that until three years ago, with the
strong shekel, “People were coming to Israel because
they wanted opportunity. Israel is a growing country.
Antisemitism has helped people make the decision.
But many people are coming to Israel now because
they want a better standard of living than they feel
they can get in Europe. It probably is one with the
other”

Selwyn Hare, an owner of and broker
in Home in Israel, said the average
sales of property in Israel had gone up
6% from 1 January 2023 to 1 January
2024. He said the building index in
Israel would affect only the price of the

\»

Marc Reiss
building of the apartment, not the land.

“Through the building index, you'll be affected to only 60% of
the value of your property, which brings the cost down. In the
meantime, the building index has also plateaued.”

There are many critical pieces of information people need to
know before they move to Israel or buy property, Reiss said,
“so it makes a big difference to know what you need to do to
transfer money to Israel.

“It’s not because it’s in Israel,” he says, “because all banks
are the same globally - you need to be able to show where the
money comes from as well as the contract and proof that taxes

Property investment from overseas
is on the rise in Israel

because these prices will go up in a year or two, and
there’s pent-up demand. There are a lot of people
bringing money into Israel and a lot are putting it
into property.”

Hare spoke about urban renewal options in
Israel including a neighbourhood transaction
which entails vacating existing residential areas
to make room for the construction of extensive
new buildings in the area. Existing tenants can
exchange their old apartments for new ones
in a modern neighbourhood with enhanced
environmental infrastructure. “This project is going
to take five years,” Hare said. “They knock down the
neighbourhood, and then rebuild from scratch.”

Another option focuses on strengthening existing
buildings. Hare said this approach is “basically
mutton dressed up as lamb but remains mutton”.

“In the other option, they knock the building down and
it’s rebuilt. The people who are moved out get apartments
in that project, so everything is upgraded, and everybody is
happy. The advantage for the developers is that they don’t
have to buy the land, so they have no initial costs. They are
in no rush; they don’t have to sell. These are the two types
of developer we have — ones whose builders must build, and
ones who aren’t in a rush. Developers like Africa Israel are
the top developers in Israel doing different types of projects
like this.”

even though credit rating agencies Moody’s and Fitch Ratings

brought down Israel’s rating about six weeks ago.

In what was Israel’s first dollar bond transaction in public
markets since the war erupted with Hamas, the holy land sold
$8 billion of international bonds, he said. This was its biggest
sale of dollar notes on record.

The government reportedly issued $2 billion in notes due in
five years; $3 billion maturing in 10 years; and $3 billion due
in 30 years. The offering was said to reel in at least $34 billion
worth of investor demand.
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Twinning Project k1cks off rehab111tat1on in Africa

NICOLA MILTZ

s the whistle blew signifying the start
Agf the much anticipated friendly
etween football stars SuperSport
United and the inmates of Kgosi Mampuru
II correctional centre in Tshwane recently, a
member of the stadium sat back and watched
with pride.

It was a vision come true for South African
born Hilton Freund, chief executive of the
Twinning Project, a global social-upliftment
charity that twins prisoners with their
local football club. The project originated in
the United Kingdom (UK) in 2018 as the
brainchild of football legend David Dein
MBE, an international football ambassador
and the former co-owner of Arsenal Football
Club. The idea behind it is to use football as a
catalyst for change by providing football-based
programmes that offer real opportunities to
prepare prisoners for release.

Launching the initiative for the first time
in Africa following in the footsteps of top
international football clubs in the UK, America,
Italy, and Australia, SuperSport United, the
Department of Justice and Correctional
Services, and the FIFA Foundation kicked
off the Twinning Project last week at Kgosi
Mampuru II correctional centre.

“T'll always be South African,” said Freund,
who lives in London and has been involved in
the initiative from the start.

“My feet left, but my heart stayed behind,
so bringing the project to this country is
meaningful.

“The ultimate goal of the Twining Project is
to provide upskilling educational opportunities
to those serving custodial sentences, which
will ultimately lead to more socially productive
behaviour and create safer communities
through the reduction of reoffending,” he said.

“Football has the power to change lives,
provide hope, and create opportunities and,
together with my football partners, it’s a
privilege to bring our work to South Africa.”

In the UK, professional football clubs such as
Arsenal, Manchester United, Chelsea, Everton,
and Liverpool to name a few have partnered
with His Majesty’s Prison and Probation
Service to offer this innovative initiative
designed to drive social change.

“Having seen the success within the criminal
justice environments in the UK and the United
States on the back of its collaborations with
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the English Premier League and Major League
Soccer respectively, I thought, why not bring it
to Africa?” Freund said. “When I approached
FIFA, it was incredibly supportive of the idea.
So, now the Twinning Project is expanding
globally, bringing Africa onboard with this
phase of expansion launched in South Africa.”

SuperSport United Chief Executive Stan
Matthews said it was a proud moment to be the
first professional club in Africa to partner with
the Twinning Project.

“This initiative will assist with the
rehabilitation of offenders using the power of
sport, which for me ticks all the right boxes,”
he said.

“On the field of play, we think we’re punching
above our weight, but it’s also important for
us to contribute meaningfully off the field.
Changing lives for the better is one of the
things we've tried to do through football and
our club. We've done projects before with Kgosi
Mampuru prison, which have worked well, so
when we were presented with the opportunity
of partnering with the Twinning Project, the
idea resonated.

“It puts us in a global elite club of clubs
partnering with prisons. We're the first
club in Africa to do so, which is exciting, in
keeping with our nickname ‘matsatsantsa’

[the trendsetters], and hopefully, we'll be flag
bearers for more clubs in the Premier Soccer
League and the Motsepe Championship to
partner with local prisons, make a difference to
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society, and use football and sport to uplift and
inspire people.

“By engaging in football activities, inmates
have the opportunity to develop teamwork,
leadership, and discipline, which are invaluable
qualities if they are to reintegrate into society
successfully,” said Matthews.

According to Freund, initially, 16 offenders
will be selected, all of whom are relatively close
to the end of their prison term and haven’t been
involved in any violent or sexual crimes.

“Professional coaches from SuperSport
United and football club staff, supported
by prison physical-education teachers, will
engage with the prisoners to deliver accredited
coaching and employability-based sessions,” he
said.

The football-based education consists of

several weekly guided learning hours over a
period of four weeks. By the end, the prisoners
will have some coaching skills and will be
exposed to all aspects of a football club from
coaching, to catering and stewardship.

“This will take place three times in the year,
totalling 48 prisoners, many of whom have
received no formal training in their lives before
this. It's empowering,” he said.

Currently, 73 Premier League and English
Football League clubs have partnered with the
Twinning Project.

The recent friendly match turned into a
thrilling encounter between the two sides,
kicking off immediately after an address by
dignitaries such as Justice and Correctional
Services Minister Ronald Lamola, Freund, and
Matthews.

The matsatsantsa legends featured some
players who won championship and cup
competitions, such as Sibusiso “Sense”
Mahlangu; Katlego “Killer” Mphela; Cavann
“Shakes” Sibeko; and Raymond “Wewe” Seopa.

Other legends in the United team included
Aubrey Lekwane; Desmond Chauke; Japie
Motale; Thapelo Liau; and 1996 Bafana Bafana
gold medallist Edward “MaGents” Motale.

The final score was 1-1 at regulation time,
with forward Mphela scoring for United, and
the match decided on penalties. The inmates
won 2-1 on penalties.

Freund is also in talks with Kaiser Chiefs
Football Club and Mamelodi Sundowns in this
initiative.

“Football unites the world. The Twinning
Project helps inmates improve their mental and
physical health and well-being, and to obtain a
qualification that can boost their life chances.
Ultimately, the idea is to give people a second
chance and turn their lives around.”

Israel-haters call for probe into Jewish

organisations

>>Continued from page 1

support.” She says 26 representatives who deal
with aliya and integration came to the expo.

Regarding calls for his arrest, Vach says he
found them "hilarious".

“They say | must be arrested because | admitted
that | killed two Palestinians. What they didn't
mention is that | killed two terrorists that shot at
me. So, what's the problem? That I should have let
the terrorists kill me? That all Jews should cease
to exist?"

Vach witnessed the protests outside the Aliyah
Expo, and says he feels sorry for those involved,
as their behaviour gives insight into their “inner
world". In places where radical Islam dominates,
the basic principles of society are being eroded,
he says. "Even if they knew how many Muslims
| rescued [in the Turkey earthquake and other
disasters], it would make no difference to them
because they are blind with hatred.

"The worst thing South Africa has done is to
create this toxic environment for Jews so that they
will want to leave,” he says. "l feel sorry for the
country, as Jews contribute so much to society."

Vach says he found a warm, welcoming
community in South Africa, and thanks every
person who played their part in hosting him
and others. “In Israel, the South African Jewish
community has a very good name, but coming to

South Africa exceeded expectations,” he says. "I
felt at home after a few minutes."

He believes the South African Jewish
community is “ready to come home", and that
Israel will benefit from its contribution. "I hope
Jews will return not as a result of hatred in South
Africa, but from the deep connection to their
ancient homeland."

Vach, who has seen much devastation in his
rescue work, in October 2023 described the [Nova]
festival as “the most difficult scene I've witnessed
in my life. I've had 20 years of natural disasters.
| was a combat officer in Lebanon and in Hebron.
I've seen everything, and this was something
else.

In their statement, the organisations said
Vach had lied about the atrocities he witnessed,
including a decapitated baby.

In response, Vach says many of the bodies he
found were so shrunken from being burned, it was
difficult to know if they were babies or children.
Either way, many heads were missing from bodies,
and many bodies were unrecognisable. "Terrorists
burned, raped, shot, took heads off. But if you
want to focus on if it was a baby or a child, if its
head was attached or not, and ignore the pure evil
that took place, then we know exactly where you
stand and the kind of person you are,” he says.

Newly built si'mpl-exi-.héme{with
:"metlculous attentlon to detall

dffers from
R2, 150, 000.00

i

Close to some of the finest

private schools: The new Torah
Academy Girls, Yeshiva College,
Hirsch Lyons, Maharsha School,

Sydenham Shul, Kollel, Torah
Academy, and more.

THIS HOME OFFERS THE FOLLOWING:
* Large open plan living and dining rooms

* Open-plan kitchen

* Three bedrooms (master bedroom

en-suite)
* Two modern bathrooms
* Study / fourth bedroom
+ Tiled patio (ready for a sukkah)

» Large double automated garage with

plumbing and electrical (for Pesach

kitchen)

135 10th Avenue, Sydenham

Contact Barry on 082 450 1800 for a private viewing
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Promoting understanding between Israelis and Arabs

GILLIAN KLAWANSKY

e author of The Only Jew in
the Room, which chronicles his

journey as the first and only

Jew to study at Al-Qasemi, an Arab
Islamic Sufi College in Israel, Israeli-
born Avi Shalev first began learning
Arabic when he lived in South Africa
between the ages of 14 and 22. Now a
retired lieutenant colonel in the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF), his insights
into Israeli and Arab life give him

a unique perspective on the war in that he began to learn
Gaza. Arabic informally with
“What we failed at in 1973 - some Indian-Muslim

the Yom Kippur War - and we
failed at again in October 2023 is
understanding the Arab mindset. As
Jews and as Israelis, this is something
we find very difficult,” Shalev said,
addressing South Africans at a
webinar hosted by The Base Shul on
27 March.

“Understanding Arabs is our
biggest challenge, and because
we're so technologically advanced
and skilled here, we tend to invest
all our capacities in sophisticated

Honours at the University
of South Africa. It was
also in Johannesburg

neighbours. At the age of
22, he returned to Israel
as a lone soldier. He spent
six years in the research
division in Israeli military
intelligence, and a further
18 in civil administration
in Judea and Samaria and
the Gaza Strip.

Speaking of his
intelligence work, Shalev
said his unit’s focus was
twofold: understanding the

The Only Jew in the Room.
From 1985 to 1993,
Shalev lived in South
Africa, where his father
had business interests.
Shalev completed his
schooling at Greenside
High School, a BCom
at the University of the
Witwatersrand, and an

\vi Shalev ™ «

with Arabs as equals.
Al-Qasemi, in Baqa

al-Gharbiyye, an
Arab-Muslim town in
Israel on the border
with Samaria in the
northern West Bank,
is one of three Arab
colleges in Israel
where Arabs study
education. Al-Qasemi
is unique because
it’s also Islamic,
and was set up by
Sufi sects, which
practice a mystical
stream of Islam,
similar to Judaism’s
Kabbalah. During
his studies there,
Shalev documented
his experience, which
ultimately formed the
basis of his book. He
has also since worked
at an Arab school and
an Arab college.

“I was the first Jew,
the first Israeli Jew,

whom didn’t speak Hebrew in spite
of having Israeli identities and
passports.

While some students wouldn’t
speak to him and were suspicious
of his motives, Shalev says others
were friendly and helped him
through the challenge of studying,
reading, and writing in academic
Arabic. His book examines what it
means to be a Palestinian Israeli
— Israeli Arabs view themselves as
Palestinians living in Israel, he said
- and looks at overarching themes
of understanding the other, and
why Israelis have such difficulties
understanding Palestinians and vice
versa.

Though Shalev isn’t too
optimistic about the future
with regards to Gaza, he says a
positive factor is that we have
a better understanding of who
we're dealing with. “It’s incredible
that Hamas has remained to this
day completely committed to the
annihilation of Israel, irrespective
of the price,” he says. “This was
a major blunder on the part of

technologies. We thought that
artificial intelligence would solve
the problem of understanding our
neighbours, our enemies. The failure
on 7 October 2023 is an indication
that it’s not enough. This intelligence
failure will probably be studied for
years in Israel and all over the world
because of its epic proportions.”
During the webinar, facilitated by
Peregrine Holdings Chief Executive
Robert Katz, Shalev shared his
experiences of both the IDF and
Al-Qasemi. Now 52, he lives in
Modi'in in Israel, and has four
children, two serving in the IDF
and a third about to follow suit. His
book, originally published in Hebrew
as The Al-Qasemi Diary was recently
translated into English with the title

capabilities and intentions

of Israel’'s neighbours and enemies,
two very different intelligence issues.
Though Israeli intelligence is good

at collecting information, which
illustrates the enemy’s capabilities

in terms of weapons, training,

and technology, it’s less skilled at

understanding its intentions, he said.

He engaged with this challenge
through 24 years in the military, and
during the six years that followed,
through studies fuelled mainly by
“intellectual curiosity”. Upon retiring
six years ago with a military pension,
he decided to do a Master’s degree in
Islamic Studies at Berlin University.

“There, for the first time in my
life, I actually studied with Muslims,
with Palestinians from the West

Bank, Muslims from Pakistan, Arabs
from Lebanon, and also Europeans
and Americans. It was an incredible
experience, but it made me realise
that I had been studying Muslims,
Palestinians, and Arabs from the
Israeli intelligence perspective, from a
Western perspective.”

Even at Berlin University, while
highly acclaimed, his lecturers mainly
came from Jewish or European
backgrounds. “We are always doing
the same thing,” he said, “teaching
ourselves about Arabs and Muslims
when they weren’t in the room. We
were learning about them, not with
them.”

That’s why he decided to find an
Arab, Islamic institution to study

to study in an Arab-
Muslim institution in Israel, which
amazed me. It’s telling about our
efforts to understand Arabs,” he said.
“Cultural understanding is maybe
the greatest challenge that we as
Israelis face regarding Arabs, because
we don’t understand the Arabs, and
they don’t understand us.”

Israelis who want to learn about
Arabs and Islam mainly go to
mainstream Israeli universities,
where they learn from Jewish
lecturers, thinkers, and researchers,
which perpetuates this divide.
Welcomed at Al-Qasemi, Shalev
was among Arab students, mainly
religious and conservative Muslim
women, who came from the Negev
(desert) in the north, most of

Israeli intelligence, because few
believed that it would go so far.
Today, we understand that Hamas
has invested absolutely all its
resources, and it’s not shy to say
that, as far as it’s concerned, it’s
investing only in jihad and the
responsibility for the welfare of
Gazans is on the international
community. Sometimes it’s better
to be a realist than an idealist.”

Ultimately, any way forward,
comes with understanding, he said.
“For Israelis to understand Gaza,
they really have to understand the
people, the language, the culture,
the hopes, and aspirations. It
doesn’t mean they have to accept
all of this, but they really have to
understand it.”

A total eclipse of the mind

that | would be intrigued by a solar eclipse. It's

equally difficult to imagine a scenario that my "to
do" list was so magnificently complete, that | would,
even for a fleeting moment, consider writing, “Buy solar
eclipse glasses x4", and thinking that there was even
asliver of chance that | would have the time, interest,
or capacity to put it into action. Or that | would be able
to find three like-minded and blessed people to hand
them out to.

| genuinely have no understanding what the fuss is
about. And why anyone would care that for a limited
period, that day would be tumed to night.
Orsomething.

Which is why it's fortunate that this week's eclipse
wasn'tvisible in the “global south” as it was in other
parts of the world. South Africans were last treated to
this occurrence 22 years ago, on 4 December 2002, and
won't see another total solar eclipse for some years -
until 25 November 2030, to be exact.

It's perhaps the rarity of the event that makes
it enticing, especially considering that a world of
darkness is something that we experience every
24 hours. Nightly, as it were. | further find it hard
to associate sudden and unexpected darkness with
something positive and exciting. But that might be
the fault of Eskom, which has traumatised a whole
nation by inflicting it with an irrational fear of sudden
darkness.

For Americans, it might well be fun. But for South
Africans, it could trigger their anxiety to such a degree,
they might never recover. For residents of the United
States, the consequence of being ill prepared for the
eclipse is potentially damaged eyesight. For South
Africans, it's an emotional abyss of mental health.

I t's difficult to imagine a world so devoid of challenge

INNER VOICE
Howard Feldman

It's only now that the solar eclipse is over that | have
the courage to say what | should have said weeks ago.
Eclipses are boring. They happen in silence, without any
drama, without any form of musical accompaniment,
and without consequence. No-one gets hurt, no-one
benefits, and no-one dies. Witness an eclipse or not,
the result is the same. It's like watching the Oscars.
You think that there will be something of interest. But
honestly. There isn't.

And they make you buy and wear ugly glasses.

I surmise that because of how dull eclipses
are, there's a need to weave mythology into their
occurrence. Because in of themselves, it's such a
non-event that we seek meaning from the past. It is,
| believe, the first example of “confirmation bias', a
term coined by English psychologist Peter Wason, and
is the tendency of people to favour information that
confirms or strengthens their beliefs or values, and
which is difficult to dislodge once affirmed. Although
we associate confirmation bias with social media and
news reporting in the modem world, | believe eclipse
watchers have been doing this since before Pharoah
buried himself in a triangle.

| don't mean to be the eclipse hating guy. Butina
world of such immense darkness, | would rather us
celebrate the hell out of the moments of light. | would
rather bask in the sunshine than focus on the moon. |
would rather we spoke about the living rather than the
dead. | would that we didn't have to protect our eyes,
and that we rejoiced not the arrival of dusk, but the
breaking of a new and beautiful dawn.

ust seven weeks remain until the national and
J provincial elections, the sixth since the holding of

thefirst all-inclusive elections that launched our
non-racial democracy. Terms like "watershed” and “ata
crossroads” are commonly bandied about during election
season, but for South Africa this time round, they really do
ring true to an extent perhaps never seen over the past
30 years.

Since 2009, one of the flagship initiatives of the Board
has been its #MakeUsCount pre-election awareness
and education campaign. These are aimed at getting
community members to identify with and participate
in the democratic process, from ensuring that they
are registered on the voters roll to engaging with the
competing parties and making sure to come out to vote
on polling day. We're particularly proud of the role played
by the interfaith and multinational observer teams we
have run over the past 15 years to assist the Independent
Electoral Commission in ensuring that the elections are
free and fair, as well as in practical, logistical areas where
required.

The message we tirelessly seek to push during these
times is that elections provide ordinary citizens with the
opportunity - indeed even the duty - to take their future
and that of their society into their own hands. All too
often, people feel voiceless and disempowered, but by
exercising their right to choose those who will govern
them, every one of them is able to make a difference.
This is something we are trying hard to convey to our
own community. Perhaps never before has it been so
necessary to overcome the feelings of disillusionment
and hopelessness and make ourselves heard as South
African Jewish voters. This year's #MakeUsCount

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

Stop kvetching, start votingw

ABOVE BOARD

Karen Milner

campaign commenced as usual with a voter-registration
drive aimed at getting first-time voters to register and for
those already on the roll to check that their details were
correctand up to date. As one of our taglines for this put
it, "You can't kvetch until you check." Our efforts have
extended to reaching out to South African citizens living
abroad, who while no longer resident in the country, are
still able to participate in choosing their leaders.

With the registration process now behind us, we're
looking to involve the community in learning about the
various competing parties to enable them to make an
informed choice on election day. In Johannesburg in
coming weeks, we'll be arranging what will be billed
as an 'Election Indaba’ that provides a platform for the
various parties to engage with the community and
present their positions on the core issues of the day.

In Cape Town, the Cape South African Jewish Board

of Deputies will seek to repeat its previous success

in working with eNCA to hold a televised multiparty
debate, scheduled for 19 May. In addition to the usual
questions of service delivery, safety, and security,
foreign policy will be a major topic for debate this time
round.

For regular updates on what's happening and
upcoming events, | encourage everyone to go onto our
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter/X accounts.

o [isten to Charisse Zeifert on Jewish Board Talk,
101.9 ChaiFM, every Friday from 12:00 to 13:00.

This column is paid for by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies
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Ex-SAUJS leader fights antisemitism in UK workplace

GILLIAN KLAWANSKY

outh African lawyer Jaden Cramer,
SBO, has made it his mission to help

Jews persecuted at work in the United
Kingdom (UK) since the 7 October massacre
in Israel. And for this, he has been invited to
the House of Lords to be acknowledged for
his contribution.

Cramer, who now lives in the UK, dealt
with the case of a company director who
shared multiple antisemiticand
pro-Palestinian posts on LinkedIn and directly
to company clients. The director did this in the
full knowledge that the chief executive, the
other two directors, and some clients were
Jewish. Cramer assisted the chief executive
to exit said director of the company while
working to protect the company's rights and
reputation.

Inanother case, an individual worked
alongside colleagues who posted
vehemently antisemitic propaganda on X
and other platforms to the point where the
worker felt unsafe to attend the office.

There are also cases in which Jewish
employees have received content released by
human resources and diversity, equity, and
inclusion teams that is biased, untruthful,
and makes them feel targeted or scared to
say anything different. Cramer has drafted
grievances and communication emphasisin
the duty of care and need to provide a safe
working environment.

"Especially in the employment context,
there's a complete powerimbalance betwee
the big company and the small employee,
and you can often feel lost," said Cramer, the:
founder of Singularity LPO, a legal process
outsourcing company where he employs or
contracts South African lawyers to do work in
the UK. "Addressing this power imbalance
is part of what | do day to day as | engage
with companies on behalf of employees and
employees on behalf of companies.”

Cramer, who served as national director
and then national political officer of the
South African Union of Jewish Students
(SAUJS) between 2014 and 2017, aims to
help British Jews working in companies
where they feel they are being discriminated
againstin light of the war in the Middle East
and resulting rise in antisemitism.

Through his advocacy, Cramer was
connected to the Blue and White Club in
the UK, the young professional division of
international non-profit Israel education
organisation StandWithUs.

After 7 October, with the help of Cramer,
the club compiled a workers' guide
explaining employee rights especially
around discrimination, and clarifying what
canand can't be done and said.

"From there, it developed into a
subcommittee where | would be fed people
who approached the Blue and White Club
with these kinds of workplace issues,”
Cramer said. “I've helped young Jewish
professionals by providing advice, legal and
factual information, and counsel during the
toughest times post 7 October so they could
hold their ground where they felt Jews were
being marginalised." There have also been
instances, he said, of threats to personal
safety and criminal law infringements. As

Poland and Israel on the March of the
Living tour. In Grade 10 at King David
High School Linksfield at the time,
Cramer became increasingly involved
with Israel advocacy from that point
on. After matriculating in 2011, he
lived in Israel for seven months where
he completed a kibbutz ulpan.

Subsequently completing his
BCom LLB degree at the University
of Johannesburg (UJ), he became
UJ treasurer then the UJ chairperson
of SAUJS, later serving as national
director and national political officer,
attending numerous international
conferences.

"There was always a strong anti-
Israel sentiment on campus in South
Africa," he said, "and the false narrative
of apartheid Israel was always an
emotional buzzword that was particularly
relevant in any discourse in the country.

"l was on campus for five Israeli Apartheid
Weeks and experienced everything from
shouting, swearing, and tearing down

Jaden Cramer

an employment lawyer, Cramer has referred
such cases to UK Lawyers for Israel, an
association of lawyers who support Israel.
Cramer's deep connection to Israel was
sparked when, as a teenager, he travelled to

posters, to outright antisemitism with slogans
like, 'Shoot the Jew' to physical altercations.
Coping with anti-Israel or antisemitic

hate hasn't been difficult as | believe in
holding the moral high ground and simply
fighting the facts and looking for solutions,
encouraging peace and dialogue.”

Cramer feels strongly about helping
Jewish employees tackle discrimination,
especially in the lingering stress and trauma
that came after 7 October. “It's hard for
people to express their distress or discomfort
inaway that makes sense and that's also
legally correct," Cramer said. “It's a weird
feeling to sit there at your desk, living your
normal life, when you know that fora lot of
people, life will never be the same again."

In acknowledgement of his work
through the Blue and White Club, Cramer
was invited to the Emerson Fellowship
Graduation Ceremony at the House
of Lords. The Emerson Fellowship, the
flagship international programme run
by StandWithUs, puts students through a
rigorous pro-Israel advocacy training course

on university campuses.

"Atthe graduation, the new generation of
Israel advocates are welcomed into the fold,"
Cramer said. Cramer is proud to be part of the
current guard, who serve as inspiration for
those aspiring to a life of Israel advocacy.

"There's this community of people who
share the idea that we should all be able to
stand up for Israel, that Israel is a beacon of
light within the Middle East," Cramer said.
"Often, it feels like a very lonely task, like
you're surrounded by hate and you're the
only one who's seeing sense. Even from
within the community, there's so many
different views, and you can often feel like it's
alosing battle."

That's why bringing together successful
Israel advocates who are also highly regarded
professionals and those who aspire to follow
their example is so important. “It's so that
the new generation, especially can see that
there's a safe place for them to express their
views and be protected,’ said Cramer. “They
see that you can still hold these views and
succeed. You're not alone.”

Muizenberqg life and legends — good book material

Barry John Cohen is launching two books in Cape Town this week, one an autobiography and the other on the life of boxing legend Cedric Kushner. The SA Jewish Report caught up with him.

What drew you to writing books?

I had to close my golf museum at the Waterfront during
the COVID-19 pandemic as well as an interestin an
English language school in Vietnam. At my age, there was
no work. We were still locked up. So, | started to write for
financial reasons.

How would you describe your style of writing and
subject matter?

 have no real writing style. | see myself more as a
technician than an author, and | enjoy the research. | simply
tell a story that flows in simple language the reader can
understand.

How do you choose ideas/topics?

What you know, understand, and what interests you should
be the topic you focus on when choosing a subject matter.
What does it take for you to write a book?

Each book is different insofar as the length of time it takes
to complete. You must do research first, and once I'm well
under way, it's hard to stop until completion. Readers

like information, so footnotes help to make the book
interesting.

What's behind you launching two books in South
Africa at the same time?

I'm launching four books at the same time. I'm not

sure how it occurred. One was a book | had written and
which was waiting for the outcome of a trial. Meanwhile,

[ got stuck into the Cedric Kushner story as it was easy
because of my background and because | knew him. My
autobiography was quick and easy, and helped pass the
time, likewise the story of golfer Papwa Sewgolum because
I had the knowledge and interest.

What did Kushner mean to you, and why did you
write about him?

Kushner in my time was a local icon who appeared to be a
thug. He was popular, and captained the Muizenberg Spurs
rugby team. When they played Muizenberg Old Boys, up to
20000 would go and watch. He was just a larger-than-life
character who did crazy things.

What went into putting together your book
about him?

As I'm presently in Australia, all | could do was trawl the
internet for stories and photos, as well as write to all the
Muizenberg friends for their incredibly funny recollections, as
per the last chapter. | did make contact with some American
friends, but they weren't that helpful. Numerous Muizenberg
friends sent stories, as they wanted his story told.

How different was the process of the Kushner book
to that of Journey of a Muizenberg Boy?

Both Kushner and Journey of a Muizenberg Boy were topics

[ knew about. My career, inter alia, was music and sport, and
writing them was like having a few beers ata pub and having
a good chat with mates.

What's your relationship like with Kushner's family?
Cedric was with my sister at school and three to four years
older than me, but always friendly when | saw him in the
street or at the snake pit, and let us younger kids join in
playing touch rugby on the beach. It's only through the book
that I've interacted with his older brother and sister.

As a boy from Muizenberg, why did you settle in
Australia?

I left Muizenberg first for New Zealand and then Australia in
1978 to join my sister and brother-in-law, but returned in the
early 1990s on holiday and stayed, returning to Australia with
my kids 18 months ago.

What was it like coming back here?

[ love the wildlife of Africa. There's so much beauty. There

was so much hope when Nelson Mandela came to power.
Sadly, the goodwill has disappeared, even more so where the
Jewish citizens are concerned. But if you ignore it and have
the funds, it can be a great place to live.

What do you make of South Africa now?

Unfortunately, most political parties have lost their way,
including the Democratic Alliance. I'm fortunate to have a
number of really good prominent political friends who would
make great leaders. The upcoming election may be a tuming
point depending upon possible coalitions and their ability

to place trusted and knowledgeable persons in prominent
positions, but | don't think Jews will return.

Describe your relationship with the South African
Jewish community.

| was never a regular shul goer after my parents
departed, but lately, | formed a friendship with Rabbi
Ryan (Newfield) and Muizenberg Shul, and went to
some services. My kids went to Herzlia, but I'll say no
more!

Do you still see yourself as South African, or as
Australian?

I'll always be South African. When you've been a part of
SuperSport and toured with the Springboks and then
founded the Golf Hall of Fame and Museum, it's in your
DNA. I'm in Australia as my two kids settled there.
When you look back at your childhood in
Muizenberg, what are the experiences you
remember?

Those of us who grew up in Muizenberg had

the luckiest childhood ever. We had everything
and it cost nothing. Even collecting bottles and
selling them at Crowders for pocket money. The
beach, the holiday romances, the crowds we hung
out with, the families all friends, touch rugby,
playing cricket in the street, the Pavilion, surfing,
and of course, the Empire bioscope. There's an
unbroken bond whether you were five years older
or younger, and we all know where we are around
the world and if we we're lucky, we stay in touch.

What do your family think of your books?

There are actually seven books, and my kids haven't
read one! Renee, still in Hout Bay, read one. But I've had
fantastic reviews from publications and readers alike,
which has surprised the hell out of me.

Whose writing do you admire the most and why?
My books all have an element of research or my own
knowledge, which is why | don't regard myself as a

real author. A real author, like those who write fiction,
requires imagination, or there are really good novels
based on history like those by Conn Iggulden, Wilbur
Smith, or Bernard Cornwell. They are the real authors.
What's next?

I've done my time in law, sport, entertainment, and
non-profit organisations. At the age of 72, with kids of
23 and 25, who in their right mind would employ me?
Maybe I'll start painting again, or if I'm fortunate, write
a book or two. There's talk of a major movie based on my
Papwa book. Wouldn't that be fun?
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Kosher
White Sugar
25kg
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Kosher
Golden Syrup
900g
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Chag Sameach

All products advertised are
Kosher for Passover

SPAR[N

SSR3261

Nescafe
Kosher

Classic Coffee
{Excl. Decaf and
Doy)

200q

Assorted

Lancewood
Srooth or Plain
Kosher Cottage
Chesse

2504

LOW AT
SMOOTH

OTTAGE GHEESE

Specials available at:

Bedfordview SUPERSPAR
Blairgowrie SPAR
Dowerglen KWIKSPAR
The Wedge SUPERSPAR
Lyndhurst SUPERSPAR
Pineslopes SPAR
Sandringham SPAR
Norwood SPAR
Blackheath SPAR
Polofields SUPERSPAR

(011) 450-1474
(011) 787-0282 /0204
(011) 453-1938
(010) 006-5067
(011) 346-2977
(011) 467-2448
(011) 640-6403
(011) 483-1229
(011) 476-1001
(010) 055-3136

Specials available from 08 April up to and including 30 April 2024, while stocks last.
We reserve the right to limit quantities. Prices include VAT,
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HOW TO ENTER:

1 BUY A PESACH PRODUCT

2 FILLIN YOUR DETAILS ON THE ENTRY FORM

3 DROP OFF THE PRODUCT TOGETHER
WITH THE ENTRY FORM AT A SCHOOL
OR PICK N PRY COLLECTION POINT
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* Delicious variety of brews and freezo’s
» Tasty meals, salads, and mouth-watering confectionary
A beautiful garden setting with a kiddies play area
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Monday - Thursday 07:00 - 18:00
Friday 07:00 - 16:00
Sunday 08:00 - 18:00

Closed for Pesach

The David Lopatie Centre Garden
113 George Avenue, Sandringham
(next to the Selwyn Segal Gift Shop)
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