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US Congressmen accuse
Pandor of antisemitism

NICOLA MILTZ

resident Cyril Ramaphosa has been rapped
Poverthe knuckles by members of the United

States (US) Congress, who have accused
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation
Dr Naledi Pandor of antisemitism.

In a strongly-worded letter addressed to Ramaphosa
headed by two members of Congress and co-signed
by other members of Congress, dated 12 April, they
said Pandor's recent threat to arrest members of the
South African Jewish community serving in the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) smacked of antisemitism.

Addressed directly to the South African president,
the letter reads, "South Africa is home to a Jewish
population of more than 70 000 individuals. For
Foreign Minister Pandor to state, 'l have already issued
a statement alerting those who are South African and
are fighting alongside or in the Israel Defense Forces:
We are ready. When you come home, we're going to
arrest you, demonstrates a significant appearance of
antisemitism.”

It furthermore requested that the South African
government explain what steps were being taken
to ensure that Jewish South Africans were protected
against growing antisemitism, “specifically as senior
government officials are increasing their hostile
antisemitic statements”.

Members of Congress asked Ramaphosa what steps
were in place to ensure that dual citizens weren't
falsely charged with genocide and war crimes in the
"same manner as the false ICJ [International Court of
Justice] accusations levelled in January".

"If you and your government arrest soldiers of our
allies, it will have consequences for the United States-
South Africa relationship. While this plan was only
introduced by Foreign Minister Pandor speaking of
dual nationals, that may not be the case tomorrow as

They asked what would happen in future to US
dual nationals that served in the IDF who are on
vacation to South Africa.

"Is your government prepared for the perpetration
of false arrests on US citizens and the dire
consequences that will follow?"

Political commentator and former US diplomat
Brooks Spector said the letter wasn't written
by Congress, it was written by two members of
Congress and co-signed by others which is a
“distinction that has to be made".

“It's expressing an opinion - a very strong one
- by several members of Congress, as opposed
to a resolution passed by Congress. However
the president should take all communication by
representatives of a foreign country seriously.

"He should read it and respond, and shouldn't
brush it off or ignore it," Spector said.

The letter was headed by Members of Congress Joe
Wilson and Jared Moskowitz, and co-signed by Maria
Elvira Salazar, Josh Gottheimer, James Richard Baird,
Michael Walz, and Don Bacon.

Wilson posted on X (formerly Twitter), “Grateful to
lead a letter with @RepMoskowitz to @PresidencyZA
over their disgusting announcement of South Africa’s
intent to arrest civilians for serving in the @IDF. The
US will always stand with our ally Israel against gross
judicial malfeasance”.

Professor Karen Milner, the national chairperson
of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies, said,
"We welcome this action, and congratulate the US for
standing both with the people of Israel and Jewish
South Africans. Minister Pandor has relentlessly
attempted to intimidate South African Jewry. Her
undiplomatic behaviour, which she pursues with
zealous vigour - such as her call for protests outside
embassies - is being noted in the diplomatic world,
and she's now being held to account.”

Continued on page 2>>
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‘Too close’ say SA expats of Bondi
mall massacre

TALI FEINBERG

ewish South African expat Dr Carly Levetan
J and her family visit the massive Westfield

Bondi Junction mall in Sydney every
Saturday for her son's weekly jujitsu class. More
than a mall, the centre houses children’s extra-
curricular activities, doctors' offices, gyms, and
cinemas.

On the morning of Saturday, 13 April, a man
named Joel Cauchi reportedly ate breakfast
opposite to where Levetan's son's class was held.
Just hours later, after Levetan and her family had
left the mall, Cauchi went on a senseless stabbing
spree, killing five women and one male security
guard, and injuring about 12 others.

"It's a super-busy place, especially on the
weekends,” says Levetan. "Everyone | know was

either there recently, or on the day of the attack. It
could have been any of us.” Her friend, Dr Candyce
Levin, says her husband was at the mall just 30
minutes before Cauchi attacked. "We go to that
centre all the time,” she says. "It's the equivalent of
the Waterfront in Cape Town in terms of how often
we go there. This was scary, and way too close for
comfort.”

Many Jewish South African expats told the
SA Jewish Report that they had been at the mall
mere hours or minutes before the attack, often
with children in tow. "My sister-in-law and niece
were there two hours before it happened,” says
Craig Nudelman. "It was pretty intense. Our
babysitter who came later that night is Israeli, and
she said it was like being in Israel again. She was
quite shocked.”

her personal opinions obfuscate the truth and justice."
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>> Continued from page 1
The letter starts off by saying how on 10 March, Pandor announced at a Palestinian
solidarity event that the South African government intended to arrest dual citizens
with the state of Israel who were serving either compulsorily or voluntarily in Israel’s
operation in Gaza.
"This is a gross miscarriage of justice that continues to perpetrate dangerous
sentiments against Israeli citizens and the state of Israel's right to exist," said the letter.
"Israel, like every other nation, has a right to defend itself against terrorism.”

FREE QUOTATIONS

ETERNAL It described the events of 7 October as acts of terrorism by Hamas and said, “The
MEMORIALS international law of armed conflict doesn't prohibit the citizens of any state from
Rabbi Ryan Goldstein serving in the military of a nation to which the individual owes allegiance.”
DR3-45% 9965

It accused the South African government of filing “unfounded charges” at the ICJ
"falsely alleging genocide in Gaza". The letter highlighted a letter by the ICJ, which
stated, “Indeed, South Africa is engaged in an abusive exploitation of the court's

RabbiRyanGiEgmail .com
“I will help you through

US Congressmen accuse Pandor of antisemitism

procedures. It ignores inconvenient facts, and distorts others in an offensive and
tendentious manner as request follows request with barely time to draw breath’, and
stated, "And yet, your government extends beyond the unfounded ICJ case to now
miscarry justice against your own citizens serving their second allegiance.”

AWashington insider told the SA Jewish Report that there was "definitely more
awareness in Congress” about what South Africa has done, is doing, and saying on
issues affecting Israel and related issues.

"The House Bill talks about re-examining and re-evaluating the relationship
between South Africa and the US, and one could speculate that this is all because of
South Africa’s increasingly one-sided attention on Israel including the case before the
ICJ;" he said.

"Any foreign policy observer would say that this is an extraordinary development
that occurred during the foreign minister’s trip to Washington, and leading up to
national elections in South Africa."
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WE ARE HIRING

REMEDIAL INTERMEDIATE
PHASE TEACHER

Maternity Locum from 1 September

Yavneh at Yeshiva, Yeshiva College’s Remedial stream, is looking for
a full time INTERMEDIATE phase teacher for a Maternity Locum
from 1 September.

Minimum Requirements:

» Bachelor’s degree in Education (B.Ed) or Post Graduate Certificate in
Education (PGCE) from a recognised tertiary institution

» The degree/certificate must include an Intermediate Phase specialisation

« A postgraduate qualification in education/ inclusive education/ special
needs /remedial education

* Registration with the South African Council for Educators (SACE)

Experience:
2 years’ + experience within a remedial school setting as an educator
« Evidence of continued professional development.

Competencies/Skills:

+ Solid knowledge of remedial school outcomes and curriculum
» Familiar with IEP

» Team player

* Knowledge and benefits of multi-disciplinary interventions

* Able to integrate technology into teaching and learning.

Please send your CV with 2 contactable references to

cv-ps@yeshivacollege.co.za by 10 May 2024.

Only successful candidates will be contacted.
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Competing seders

he number one
Jewish question
in South Africa

furiously making
the rounds in the Norwood Pick n Pay and
Checkers in Cape Town is, "Where are you for
first night"?

For more than 3 000 years, our people have
been choosing where and with whom to have
their seders. Families negotiate, friends invite,
traditions are asserted.

But did you know that the haggadah is
essentially the story of competing seders?

The most famous seder in Jewish history
took place in the early second century in B'nei
Brak, in the home of the town's rov, Rabbi
Akiva. Immortalised in the haggadah, this
seder was attended by some of our greatest
sages.

There's another account recorded in Tosefta
Pesachim of a very similar seder. This seder
took place in the city of Lod - today near Ben
Gurion Airport - and was led by the nasi, leader
of the generation, Rabban Gamliel.

Well, we know which seder the author of
the haggadah chose to visit. Rabbi Akiva's

Rabbi Dovid Wineberg
Hamakom - The Space,
Cape Town Y

seder gets pride of place at our table,

et Rabban Gamliel's seder doesn't
even geta mention. Were the kneidlach

that much better in B'nei Brak?

Not since a terrorist blew up the seder at the
Park Hotel in Netanya 22 years ago have our
people sat down to the seder with such heavy
hearts. Israel is at war, more than 130 hostages
are trapped in the terror tunnels of Gaza,
and Iran has notched things up with a direct
missile attack on Israel.

With such pain and uncertainty, one can be
tempted to dial down the jubilant expression
of the seder. How do you sing the Dayenu ditty
when our brothers and sisters have only maror
to eat this Pesach? Some have suggested
leaving an empty chair to remember the
hostages - the Rebbe would suggest that we
rather fill another chair in their honour - and
Israel's Chief Rabbi David Lau has composed
a prayer to be recited just before singing Vehi
Sheamda. Our people are struggling to find
the right balance between pain and hope.

It was in this environment that Jews
found themselves having to choose between
Rabbi Akiva's seder in B'nei Brak or Rabban
Gamliel's seder in Lod. In living memory of the
destruction of the Second Temple, while living
through the cruel Hadrianic persecutions,

Torah Thought

our beleaguered ancestors wondered what
message should come through their Pesach
practice.

Indeed, Rabban Gamliel insists that we hold
the bitter herbs in hand and elaborate how
embittered our lives were in Egypt. There's
pain in memory and hope can be bittersweet.
So, many gathered around his seder in Lod to
grieve and hope for better days.

Rabbi Akiva on the other hand is Judaism'’s
foremost optimist, who laughs even in the face
of destruction. At his seder in B'nei Brak, they
insisted that one must recall the exodus even
at night. Even in the face of darkness, we must
celebrate our innate freedom gifted to us at
the exodus. Rabbi Akiva saw redemption in the
persecution; the dawn that would surely follow
the darkest of night.

Jewish history has proven Rabbi Akiva right.
We're an eternal people of the eternal G-d, and
we'll come through stronger and more united.
Many are hearing the footsteps of Moshiach
finally at our door. The pain in our collective
heart spurs us to sing our story with more
gusto, to eat the matzah with more relish,
and to see Moshiach just on the other side of
midnight.

If anyone asks you where you'll be for the
seder, tell them you'll be with Rabbi Akiva.
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Jewish supporters of Rise Mzansi
‘betrayed’ by anti-Israel agenda

NICOLA MILTZ

ewish supporters of Songezo Zibi, the

leader of Rise Mzansi, feel “betrayed” and

“conned” as high-ranking party members
have been posting antisemitic and anti-Israel
disinformation online since the 7 October
Hamas attacks in Israel. Many have withdrawn
ongoing support for the party.

Prominent Jewish backers of this newly-
formed party are angry following the alleged
antisemitic and anti-Israel stances held by key
figures within the party. It has raised questions
about the party’s alignment and the integrity of
its leadership, putting its viability in jeopardy.

Community members were drawn to Zibi’s
calm and moderate approach as a fresh African
political voice, and provided support from
donations to advice and guidance. However,
after 7 October, as new members joined, party
members took a strong anti-Israel stance.

Zibi supported South Africa’s case at the
International Court of Justice (ICJ), advocating
a war-crimes investigation into Israel,
and calling for a ceasefire. Furthermore,
he promoted members to prominent
patliamentary and provincial positions who
harbour vehement anti-Israel views, which
some supporters described as “rabidly”
antisemitic.

Louise van Rhyn has been selected
to be number six on the Rise Mzansi
patliamentary list. Van Rhyn has thousands
of followers on X (formerly Twitter), and
has used her platform to disseminate and
repost wildly anti-Israel disinformation.

In one of them, she posted five broken
heart emojis and reposted someone saying,
“Israel stole the organs of 80 Palestinian
bodies, then dumped them in Gaza.” The
post continues: “For decades, we've known
about the Israeli organ banks - some of the
largest in the world. And we also know that
the Israelis never donate organs as they’re
usually stolen from Palestinian prisoners.”

In one post she said, “This makes me so
angry. The Zionists have infiltrated all the
important decision-making bodies in the
world. And we have allowed them!”

There are more than 200 examples of
such posts and reposts, including posts
by known Israel haters Roger Waters and
Andrew Feinstein.

Anti-Israel activist Irfaan Mangera,
whose X handle is #StopTheGenocide, is a
member of the party’s national leadership.
He previously served as the youth activism
programme manager at the Ahmed Kathrada
Foundation. He wears a keffiyeh at party and
public gatherings. In 2021, he posted on Twitter:
“We maintain — there can be no peace without
justice. The two-state solution isn’t viable. Israel

is a settler colonial apartheid state and must
be treated as such. Boycott, divestment, and
sanctions now!”

He called early on for the closure of the Israeli
embassy in South Africa, posting in 2021,
“We’re here to call for the closure of the Israeli
embassy and expulsion of apartheid ambassador
#GazaUnderAttack.”

Jitendrakumar (Jeets) Hargovan, number 17
on the parliamentary list, has “Free Palestine” in
his X handle. He posted a picture of the Israeli
flag with the words, “Israel is a terrorist state.”

Several party members, including author
Erika Bornman, have posted “problematic”
anti-Israel posts and reposts online, with one
businessman describing them as “despicable and
outrageous’.

Those close to Zibi told the SA Jewish Report
they imagine he would be “horrified” by this
antisemitic narrative. However, Zibi did not
respond to questions by the SA Jewish Report.

“Many Jewish donors and supporters have
written to complain,” said one source.

Songezo Zibi

One concerned member of the community
who has been passionate about his involvement
in Rise Mzansi described some of the comments
posted online as “flagrantly antisemitic”, and
told the SA Jewish Report, “The leadership of Rise
Mzansi is aware of these diabolical comments
by members of the party, and Songezo will be
judged based on what he does about it. We're all

280 Corlett Drive, Bramley Gardens

T 011 887 5456 | 011 440 9571 | www.idealfurn.co.za
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Bosch Dishwasher
Promotion at
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dismayed by this rogue element that has hijacked
the plane. Many of us had front row seats to
Zibi’s ideas, views, strategy, and manifesto, and
now feel a profound sense of betrayal.”

The SA Jewish Report has spoken to a number
of supporters who for personal reasons did not
want to be publicly named.

A well-known Johannesburg businessman
said his company supported Rise Mzansi in good
faith, hoping that its leader would focus on local
issues.

“Had we known then what we know
now, we would never have backed Rise
Mzansi. We're upset and feel betrayed.
We’re ashamed that our support has gone
towards empowering the promotion of an
anti-Israel, antisemitic agenda.”

One businessman said he saw the
writing on the wall from the get-go, and
withheld all support.

“Sadly, for those who cared to look
beneath the surface, it wasn’t hard to
uncover the involvement of the anti-
Israel lobby within the new party, as
Irfaan Mangera, a member of its national
leadership, appeared on its website and
was active in the media. While celebrating
his ‘human rights’ achievements, Mangera
saw no double-standard in aligning it with
his role as a youth activism programme
manager at the Ahmed Kathrada
Foundation, which is openly hostile to
the existence of Israel, or celebrating his
support of the Free Palestine movement
on social media platforms.”

When confronted with this early in
2023, Jewish fundraisers aligned with
the party “turned a blind eye”, he said,
or claimed, “somewhat incredibly” to be
unaware of it.

Though the alarm was raised, no-one
could have imagined life after the 7 October
massacre and the degree of destructive reach and
influence the anti-Israel lobby held across a range
of organisations, the businessman said.

“Rise Mzansi can’t have it both ways, asking
for our support while allowing calls for Israel’s
destruction and our way of life. The Jewish
community must demand a clear narrative on

Israel and a far higher standard from those who
ask for our support,” he said.

“No-one is asking Zibi to kowtow, we're asking
him to do the right thing,” said a source close
to the party. “There should be intolerance for
all forms of prejudice within the party, and that
extends to [that shown to] Jewish people.”

“The South African Zionist Federation has
strongly condemned the support that Rise
Mzansi has given to the African National
Congress’s attempts to put the Jewish state
on public trial at the ICJ and delegitimise her
right of self-defence,” said National Chairperson
Rowan Polovin.

“We’re concerned that the party’s staff
and parliamentary list include individuals
who support the antisemitic BDS [Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions] movement and regularly
promote anti-Jewish conspiracies and blood
libels in public. A party that claims to support
the two-state solution cannot have members
who promote such agendas. We advise our
community to give due consideration to the
above when deciding whether to provide
financial or electoral support.”

Community member Alan Fischer is the
party’s fundraiser. He referred all questions
about this issue to Mabine Seabe, the party’s
national communications director. Seabe said
donors were presented with the party’s set of
principles, ideology, and political outlook as
outlined in “our politics” documents.

He wouldn’t be drawn on whether the party
would address members who had posted
offensive comments online.

Instead, he said, “At all times, our foreign
policy should reflect our values of human
rights and constitutional democracy based on
self-determination, government by and for the
people, and social justice. This applies to the
Middle East, where our consistent position
has been that there should be an immediate
ceasefire, a return of all hostages, and peaceful
negotiations aimed at securing lasting peace
and the existence of independent and sovereign
states of Israel and Palestine.”

One of the party’s lead Jewish supporters, who
won't be contributing any more, said, “I feel like
we’ve been slapped in the face.”
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Modern and magical 4-bedroom family home. All bedrooms
have air conditioners. 2 Bathrooms. Baronial style Lounge
with gas fireplace, 2 dining areas, family room and stunning
built in entertainers bar leading out to patio, jacuzzi, garden
and swimming pool. Ultra-modern huge gourmet eat in
kitchen with walk in cold room/pantry. Staff acc & security.

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229
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Asking more. Delightful, private, end of passageway
2-bedroom apartment in sought after complex. 2 Spic &
span bathrooms (MES). Open plan lounge & dining room
area leading out to nice size balcony. Well-fitted kitchen. 2
Parking spaces. 24 Hour security. Stunning complex pool.
Close to schools, Shuls & shops in the area.

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229

The

=4 &2
Prime property offering flexibility to choose how it’s used.
Traditional 4 bed, 2 bath home with 3 receptions. Multi-
generational solution able to accommodate several free-
standing homes. Development rights for clusters or multi-
unit complex. A property with versatile potential.

Web Ref: JRL16254

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440
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D Web Ref: JRL17569

Superb Garden Apartment. 2 Light & Bright spacious
Bedrooms. Full Main en suite. 2nd bathroom with bath. O/P
living/dining area, leading to covered Entertainers Patio
and gorgeous garden. Kitchen: space for 3 appliances +
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security. CAP patrolled & monitored area. Complex Pool.
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niversity of Cape Town (UCT) alumni have the chance to
U change the trajectory of their alma mater by voting in a

crucial ballot for four new candidates to the institution’s
highest decision-making body.

The university, which has played a vital role in the lives
and careers of many in the South Africa Jewish community,
has recently seen unprecedented antisemitism on campus.

In addition, in recent years the institution has suffered
unprecedented protests and discord, intimidation, cancel culture,
leadership crises, and financial challenges.

Alumni have until 23 April to have their say in the future
of their university by casting their ballot for the four new
candidates to the UCT Council.

The council’s responsibilities include determining the mission,
objectives, goals, strategies, and policies for the progress of
the institution. It has the responsibility of maintaining and
ensuring a finandially secure, healthy, and viable environment,
and accounting for all decisions taken at UCT, including the
submission of required reports and documents to the education
minister.

Three nominees standing for these prestigious and important
positions are Jewish: legal academic, criminal justice consultant,
and Herzlia alumnus Kelly Phelps; Professor Emeritus Brian
Kantor; and Advocate Mark Oppenheimer.

“For generations, the University of Cape Town has been
regarded as the greatest university on the African continent.

It has been a place for all people to excel, to learn about the
riches of human knowledge, and to build a better South Africa,”
Oppenheimer says.

“‘Jews have played an important role at UCT, and we have
thrived in the top echelons of its staff and student body,” he
says. “However, in recent years, Jews have been made to feel
unsafe and unwelcome, and many have fled the campus to other
universities or other countries. I intend to help restore UCT to
its former glory, and ensure that all staff and students are able to
flourish in an environment free from persecution.”

All three are looking to help restore stability and support the
university’s commitment to academic excellence and freedom.
They are joined by David Ansara, the chief executive of the
Free Market Foundation (FMF), a classical liberal think tank
headquartered in Johannesburg, who told the SA Jewish Report,
“Like many in the Jewish community, I'm increasingly concerned
by the intolerance of dissenting views and the threats to
academic freedom displayed at the University of Cape Town.

“The FMF frequently engages in public advocacy and
strategic litigation which aligns with the interests of the Jewish
community. For example, the FMF’s Rule of Law Project joined
proceedings in the hate speech case against Bongani Masuku
in the Constitutional Court, which held Masuku liable for his
antisemitic remarks. He later apologised unconditionally to the
Jewish community.

“The Rule of Law Project also drafted a legal opinion which was
used by lawyers opposing UCT’s academic boycott of Israel in
2019. Our submission argued that the academic boycott would
be illegal, and ultimately persuaded the UCT Council to oppose
the boycott,” says Ansara. “For Jews and other minorities to
thrive in South Africa, we need institutions of higher learning
to promote and protect a diversity of political beliefs. The only
way to achieve this is through a vigorous defence of academic
freedom and free expression. This will be my main focus on the
Council”

Ansara also says he’s concerned by the “recent governance and
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financial problems that have affected the university. The legacy of
disputations in student life and unstable leadership have wrought
enormous damage to a once respected institution.”

Therefore, as a member of council, he’ll assist in “appointing a
suitably qualified leadership team based solely on its competency
and personal integrity, and developing a strategy to address the
growing funding crisis confronting the university”.

Kantor has had a long association with UCT, where he served
as lecturer, senior lecturer, professor of economics, head of the
school of economics, and dean of the faculty of commerce. His
career includes stints as a visiting professor at Carnegie-Mellon
University in Pittsburgh and Columbia University Graduate
School of Business in New York.

“My purpose in serving on the governing council would be

18 April — 9 May 2024

to help the university to serve the best interests of its students
and academics, and by doing so, serve the welfare of the South
African nation, which depends upon the contributions made by
its universities,” he says.

“These interests are best served by the university pursuing
excellence in teaching and research. As a member of its governing
council, I would actively promote UCT as one of but a few elite
South African universities — elite in the measured quality of the
student and academic bodies that could compete with the best
universities anywhere.

“Good teaching and excellent research have a symbiotic
relationship,” says Kantor. “I would encourage all academic staff
to engage in the classroom fully and enthusiastically, and to
share their research-based insights actively with broader society.
I would hope to improve the governance of UCT by diligently
applying my experience and values.”

Phelps, who spent 18 years teaching at UCT and left a year
and a half ago, says she’s willing to return to the institution in
this role because she has been “at the frontlines of the university
when it had everything from protests to leadership crises, and
I've seen how unstable leadership can cause enormous strain on
staff and students and the quality of education. The institution
requires stable, ethical, responsible, and reliable leadership.”

All UCT alumni are members of the convocation by default,
which gives them the right to vote four members of UCT
convocation onto the council. They should have received an
email about the vote. If not, they may request a username and
password by emailing convocationelection@uct.ac.za, with “voter
registration” as the subject line.

In the email, they should include their student number
if known; their surname; previous surname at the time of
graduating if applicable; first names; date of birth using the
YYYYMMDD format; year(s) of graduation; and degree(s)/
diploma(s) obtained.

Once their standing as a member of convocation has been
verified, a username, password, and voting instructions
will be sent to them by email. The registration process will close
at 16:00 South African Standard Time on 22 April 2024, and the
vote for the council will close on 23 April 2024.

To learn more about the candidates and their visions,
visit https://tinyurl.com/fnftnvyd

Israel shouldn't retaliate, Blinken tells Jewish leaders

RON KAMPEAS - JTA

Israel to “"escalate” after Iran’s massive attack on Israel over the
weekend, United States (US) Secretary of State Antony Blinken
told American Jewish leaders.

Blinken called the meeting at the state department on Tuesday,

16 April, as Israel contemplated how and when to retaliate against Iran,
underscoring how eager the Biden administration is for the Israel-Hamas
war not to spread across the region.

"We understand and appreciate why the Israelis feel like they must
respond,” Blinken said. “In our estimation, it's not in Israel's or America's
interest for this to escalate. However, that's a decision for Israel to make.
We would never tell Israel what to do. We just give the best advice we can.”

That message came after reports that President Joe Biden told Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that the US wouldn't participate in
or support an Israeli attack on Iran. The US did help defend Israel from
the Iranian attack, shooting down missiles and drones. It was part of a
coalition that came to Israel's defence, including the United Kingdom,
France, and Jordan.

‘ The Biden administration doesn't want tension between Iran and

Tuesday's meeting was off the record, but a number of participants
agreed to describe it on condition that they not be identified. Groups
represented included the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organisations; J Street; the Orthodox Union; the Reform
movement; the Jewish Democratic Council of America; the National
Council of Jewish Women; the Jewish Federations of North America; the
Israel Policy Forum; the Jewish Council for Public Affairs; the American
Jewish Committee; the Conservative movement; Hadassah; and the
Anti-Defamation League.

There was pushback from centrist and right-wing Jewish officials
present, who called on the US to support whatever decision Israel makes.
"If, when, and how Israel responds, we said it's important for that to be
backed up by the US so that Iran and others see that the coalition [that
repelled Iran's attack] will stay together and remain a deterrent to Iran,”
one of the participants said.

Overall, Jewish leaders expressed gratitude, with the word “miracle”
used multiple times to describe relief that Israel and its allies downed
most of the missiles and no-one was killed by the attack. There was
relief, too, that US-Israel tension over the Gaza war, intensifying in recent
weeks, appeared to dissipate for the time being.
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Drakensberg hikers rescued after river of trouble

TALI FEINBERG

teven Crouse and his friends
S believe that being rescued from the

Drakensberg wilderness on 9 April,
two raging rivers away from safety, was their
own Pesach miracle.

Crouse, seven friends and their mountain
guide, had all but dismissed the bad weather
warning, having many years of hiking
experience, until they found themselves
trapped at the mercy of the unrelenting
elements.

“They say there's no such thing as bad
weather, just bad clothing,” Crouse said. He,
Neil Jankelowitz, Neil Hermann, Tal Twersky,
Darryl Oberstein, Neil Novick, Darren Horwitz,
and Brett Levitas and guide Deon Small,
began their hike on 3 April.

Crouse, who has been hiking for 12
years, from the famous Otter Trail to the
Kruger Park to the Fish River Canyon, had
planned this challenging hike for at least
two years. So, when the weather forecast
predicted heavy rain, he and his group still
decided to go ahead.

Their 75km adventure would take
them along the Northern Traverse of the
Drakensberg, on the northernmost section
of the Drakensberg escarpment, along the
top of the berg mostly through Lesotho,
descending again into South Africa and
finishing at Cathedral Peak Hotel.

However, when they became stuck atan
impassable river, and even the Mountain
Search and Rescue (MSAR) organisation
couldn't reach them or send a helicopter, they
called on Jewish communal organisations,
the CSO (Community Security Organisation)
and Hatzolah, for help.

"To see the way they immediately rose to
the challenge, that, for me, is the whole point
of the story,” Crouse said. “We live in a unique
community, and when the chips were down,
we saw how the organs of the community
came together for us. Just seeing how that

worked was a massive source of comfort.
It's a remarkable thing."

In the end, MSAR was finally able to reach
and assist them across the raging rivers,
but Crouse believes if it hadn't done so, the
community would have made a plan.

Crouse recalled his journey. “We walked
forthe six days as planned, and covered the
distances needed, but the weather hit us
hard, and we had more rain than anything
else.And atan average altitude of more than
3000m, rain isn't your friend as nothing
dries and your temperatures are already in
the low single digits as it is. Our guide took

the decision to plot an alternate route down
to minimise the impact of having to cross the
flooded rivers once we were back down in
the valleys, a kind of 'hope for the least-worst’
strategy.

"Everything was going well until we got

to the second-last river crossing, just 3.5km
from Cathedral Peak, and we found the Xeni
River to be simply impassable," said Crouse.
“To even try cross it on foot, even without a
20kg backpack, would be nothing short of
suicidal. This usually 2m wide, 25cm-deep
river was flowing at full force, spanning
about 6m and almost 1m deep in places,
with rapids everywhere. We were stuck with
nowhere to go and zero cellphone signal. We
weren't going to take any stupid chances.
"Our guide backtracked to higher
ground, managed to get a signal, and called

Crossing the flooded
Tseke-Tseke River with
the help of the team from
%‘1 Mountain Rescue -

mountain rescue to send in a team to get us
across using ropes and equipment. We were
expecting them shortly before sundown on
Monday, 8 April, but they never came. They
were unable to pass the next river, the Tseke-
Tseke, that was flowing even faster, deeper,
and wider than the
& Xeni!

"Mter five nights
on the mountain
already, we were
forced tofind a
campsite in the dark
& and the rain and
4 setup camp forthe
night again - we just
§ weren't getting out
s that day!” He said
| they had enough
S food, butthere

.5 were still fears they
could run out. "We
each had a bit of
hot chocolate and
cashew nuts on the
= Tuesday moming.
Butin the cold, you need energy, and your
mind starts playing tricks on you.

"On Tuesday morning [9 April], Deon hiked
back up early to get signal, and was told the
team was on their way. But in spite of the
best assurances from mountain rescue, they
justdidn‘tarrive. At one point, they were
given the wrong co-ordinates, and walked up
the wrong valley, so it was a bit of a case of
'broken telephone" Crouse said.

Atthis point, the group was essentially
told to wait it out as there were no injuries
or emergency, and mountain rescue would
send a helicopter only if that was the case.

In addition, the weather cleared, and the
group enjoyed the glorious views from their
campsite, surrounded by 10 waterfalls. “There
are worse places to get stuck," said Crouse.
The rescue organisation advised them to
find another route, but that was impossible
as their current route was the safest option
available.

"We weren'tin any danger,” he
emphasises. At that point, “we managed
to get hold of the CSO and with the limited
signal we had, we were trying to arrange a
helicopterto fly inand get us out to safety."
They also managed to reach their wives
briefly and tell them about the situation.

"At about 12:30 on Tuesday, almost
24 hours after arriving at the Xeni, the
mountain rescue team made it to the other
side of the Xeni River from us, managed
to getacross to us, and secure ropes for
a crossing. We all got across safely, and
then had to repeat the exercise at the even
more treacherous Tseke-Tseke River, a few
kilometres downstream towards Cathedral
Peak. All went well again, and we walked
the last 1.5km to the hotel along with the
rescue team of about 15 members!”

Crouse said that when he saw the rescue
team arrive, "l won't li, | cried. It was such
asense of relief. They were like angels from
heaven, and such good people. They came
with a real sense of ubuntu. They helped
us pack up camp, and we all made our way
across the rivers together. There was a lot of
adrenaline, and it was a hell of an experience.
With an extra and unplanned day and night
behind us, we successfully traversed the full
Northern Berg, a bit battered and bruised,
with a bit of help from MSAR, and a heap of
gratitude!"
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The upside down world

esach is a time when we look back on our past as slaves
Pand how we broke free of our shackles, but this year is
almost more about looking at our situation right now.

[ don't recall a time where we were so concerned about the
future of Israel and about antisemitism locally and globally.
And the festival of Pesach, for me, is about learning about
Jews being at their lowest ebb and finding a way back to full
strength. Granted, it took more than 40 years, with a pitstop to
pick up the 10 commandments!

We're at a pretty low point right now, albeit that violent
antisemitism seems far worse in Europe and America than it
does here. And those of us who stick to their community may
not be aware of what's happening out there.

Afriend of mine told me how she overheard someone at work speaking about "these damn Jews"
when irritated with someone she had been speaking to on the phone.

Another recently told me of a workplace incident in which she had apologised to someone for what
she believed could have been an overreaction to an anti-Israel comment. The person she apologised to
responded, saying, "l understand, you can't help it that you're a Jew."

| was wide-eyed at this, and wish it wasn't true, because it means that antisemitism is rife in South Africa.
And while those making these statements may claim it's all about Israel, they slip up so easily in blaming Jews.

On Saturday morning in Sydney, Australia, there was an attack at a mall frequented by many former
South African Jews. Our page one story shares it with you.

However, as it tumns out, the first person pinpointed as the culprit was a South African Jewish man
who had nothing whatsoever to do with the event. But, | guess, perhaps he had a similar nose or look
about him, so the media and others pointed fingers at him without even checking whether he was
even there. Was it a coincidence that he's Jewish? | wonder...

I also wonder why in a country like Australia, where life is usually so even keeled and little happens,
they have had two violent incidents in one weekend. It seems strange! I'm not for one moment
suggesting that this has anything to do with antisemitism because the second attack was against a
priest. But attacks like this don't happen Down Under.

But then, our world seems upside down right now. Suddenly, looking at social media, people around
the world are making out as if Iran is a victim of some kind of war crime at the hands of Israel (read Jews).

What are they talking about? It's one thing to be worried about innocent Palestinians in Gaza,
which | understand, but Iran is a major international power that Israel has never had even the smallest
success in harming. We know Islamic Republic leaders would like to eradicate Jews off the face of the
earth. They make it clear, but are they victims of Israel? Not so far...

Once again, it's all about antisemitism. Anyone against the Jews must be harmless victims, right?

On Saturday night, few Jews slept while they waited for the 350 cruise missiles, drones, and ballistic
missiles fired from Teheran to Israel. Israelis were in their shelters, and Jews around the world braced
themselves for the worst news, but hoped for the best.

The best happened. Israel, with the help of the United States, United Kingdom, France, and Jordan,
managed to ensure that they didn't harm Israel. It was no miracle, it was a feat of exceptional military
prowess. It showed the incredible expertise of the Israeli Air Force. A 10-year-old Bedouin girl is now
fighting for her life after she was injured when shrapnel from an intercepted ballistic missile fell on her
family's home in the southern Negev.

Amazing how our haters, who seem to be growing in numbers, still find a way to turn -
around what Iran did and make it Israel's fault. Astonishing! -

Ayoung Iranian attorney and activist, Elica Le Bon, put out a video on Instagram this week ':.
on behalf of Iranian women. She was horrified at how the facts were distorted into the Islamic e
Republic becoming the victim. "When we were screaming for the past two years that they were
lynching us, where were you? When we were screaming because they were killing Iranian women
for not wearing a hijab, where were you? When they were lynching Iranian men from cranes for
protesting, where were you? When we were explaining that this was a terrorist occupying force,
where were you? But suddenly, everyone has graduated from Instagram school of law to say that
this is a violation of international law, and Iran has the right to defend itself."

She made it clear that Iranians don't hate Israel, and in fact, want peace with Israel, and
when the Islamic Republic does something, it's not on behalf of Iranian people. She called
Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis terror proxies of the Islamic Republic of Iran, who are
trying to destabilise the region. She said again and again, “Iranians have said they don't want
war with Israel, they want peace.”

She criticised those defending the Islamic State action of Saturday night, saying it was they
who want war with Israel. “It's your hatred for Israel and Jews that's putting us in a war we
didn't ask for. Have we not suffered enough for the last 45 years that we have to be used as
pawns in your fantasy war with Israel? We don't want that. Don't put our lives at risk."

I couldn't have said it better. Those haters who choose to believe that the Islamic Republic is the
victim and Israel, once again, is the aggressor are the ones with blood on their hands. Even the
South African government speaks about this attack as a “retaliation” - a retaliation for what? Against
terrorism? Against hatred for Israel? Against trying to survive as a nation?

The Islamic Republicisn't a victim, but seeing it as such is pure antisemitism and warmongering on
the part of people sitting comfortably, wearing their Palestinian keffiyehs in their plush homes around
the world while people die in the Middle East. Stop spreading lies and hatred!

We're reeling from what's happening in the world, but as Jews, we're strong and bonded. We've
survived and will continue to survive.

In our special Pesach edition, | was bowled over by the depth of understanding and intuition of our
youth. We called on youngsters to give us their insight into what freedom means to them right now as
we head toward Pesach.

We were overwhelmed by how many children sent their work, and the quality of it.

We did a selection, but we were unable to fit everything we wanted onto our pages. So, we've
extended it onto our website. Please go online to read more. It's a phenomenal way to understand
where our children are at.

Chag Pesach sameach!

Peta Krost

Editor

We won't be publishing for the next two weeks because of the chaggim. We'll be back on 9 May.

puppet master

OPINION

srael’s defence minister, Yoav Gallant, said,

I “Israel is waging war on eight separate fronts:
Gaza, Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, in
cyberspace, and in Judea and Samaria [the West
Bank].” Israeli civilian and military targets have
been struck from Eilat in the south to Metula

in the north by rockets and drones from as
far afield as Iran, Iraq, and Yemen, and it has
reciprocated.

The common thread linking all of these is Iran
as an ideological and religious inspirer and a
puppet master to proxy forces. It provides the
military intelligence to determine targets, and
supplies the finance, training, rockets, missiles,
and drones.

Most prominent are the three that Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
given a common denominator of the letter “h”
to: Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthi. These
dominate in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon,
Syria, and Yemen.

The Israel Defense Forces calculated that an
air and ground military campaign was essential
for Gaza to eliminate the Hamas threat and
in part, handle the abductee issue. Further to
the calculation, to limit the war in time, scope,
and cost, the other seven fronts could best
be handled by striking directly at the Iranian
puppet master.

The daylight targeted assassination in
Damascus of General Mohammad Reza
Zahedi, the commander of the Iranian Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps Quds Force in
Syria and Lebanon, and his deputy, was one
such strike. Iran responded with missile and
drone strikes on Israel launched from Iran, Iraq,
and Yemen. American, British, French, and
Jordanian assistance ensured that most of these
were intercepted before entering Israeli airspace.
There will be more of this from all sides.

Though such tactics suit best the Hamas and
Hezbollah fronts, they aren’t effective in others,
especially against the Houthi in Yemen. Iran is
backing the Houthis against Saudi Arabian Sunni

Punching back at the Iranian

PROFESSOR GLEN SEGELL

continents. The smaller is the European Union’s
naval mission EUNAVFOR Aspides, led by
Greece, with five other participants. These forces
have a United Nations (UN) mandate in UN
Security Council Resolution 2722 (2024).

Their mission is to keep maritime trading
routes open and free from Iranian-led threats
and attacks. These have disrupted international
trade on the shortest shipping route between
Europe and Asia. According to UN shipping
organisation, the International Maritime
Organisation, in the months of December 2023
to March 2024, overall shipping traffic in the
Suez Canal decreased 70% compared to the
monthly average in the months of January to
November 2023.

Because of this threat to shipping, at least 10
shipping companies, led by one of the world’s
largest, Maersk, have diverted ships across the
Cape route. This has increased the time to reach
their destination by between two to six weeks for
most ships, with enormous costs.

Most affected has been the container ships
that make up 40% of all world trade. That
includes, for example, those from China to the
Mediterranean Sea ports of Haifa and Ashod.
Before the start of the attacks, the costs of
transporting a container were about $1 400
each (R26 388 at today’s exchange rate). The
price peaked at the end of January to $6 400
(R120 632) each. Israel imports about 290 000
containers of goods annually from Asia, Oceania,
and Africa. That means extra freight charges
on the order of millions of US dollars. Costs for
European countries are higher.

The direct horizontal economic consequences
are enormous. The share of Israeli trade exposed
to Houthi attacks is about 9.2% of all Israeli
trade — 15.7% of imports and 2.9% of exports
— which is about 5.5% of Israeli gross domestic
product.

More than shipping, economics, and trade, for
Jews worldwide, the 7 October Hamas invasion
was a wake-up call that deterrence and defence
aren’t viable options. All of

-

p
Y

groups in a proxy war there. In empathy with

Hamas since October, the Houthis have banned
vessels linked to Israel from sailing in the Bab
al-Mandeb Strait. That’s the narrow passage of
water between Africa and Arabia. It leads up the
Red Sea from the Indian Ocean to the Suez Canal
and the Mediterranean Sea.

In effect, this is a direct confrontation between
Israel and Iran. Fortuitously, Iran miscalculated
by escalating the attacks and hijacking ships of
other countries. Like Hitler’s invasion of the
Soviet Union in 1943, it will be its downfall.
These acts have had global implications for the
global economy and so the world’s maritime
powers created two international naval forces.
These have come under attack, and have counter
attacked or engaged pre-emptively.

The largest is Operation Prosperity Guardian,
an American-led coalition, with more than
20 members, including an American nuclear
aircraft carrier battle group and navies from four

Israel’s adversaries need to be
defeated pre-emptively before
they attack. The Jewish nation
cannot risk — nor could it survive
— an Iranian nuclear attack on its
small and only homeland.

Similarly, the Iranian
controlled shipping attacks
have also been a wake-up call
for many countries, especially
those contributing to the two
international naval forces. It’s
occurring both in the Bab
al-Mandeb Strait by the Houthi
and directly by Iran in the
Straits of Hormuz that is the
waterway between Iran and
Arabia. Additionally, piracy has
re-emerged off the Somali coast.
For how long can the world tolerate and afford to
be held ransom to such commercial, economic,
and fiscal consequences of threats and attacks on
shipping?

It’s fair to state then that the eight fronts of
battle facing Israel following the Hamas invasion
on 7 October have opened a Pandora’s box for the
global economy, one that like the original in Greek
mythology has both evil and hope. Inside the box
is the Iranian puppet master. The hope is that this
is the opportunity to unite the world in dealing
with the causes, not only the symptoms. That
means uniting to remove the ayatollah regime in
Teheran.

+ Glen Segell is a professor at the University of
Cambridge; a visiting professor and research
fellow in the department of political studies and
governance, University of the Free State; and
research fellow at the Ezri Center for Iran and Gulf
States Research, University of Haifa, Israel.
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Star Wars and sirens

here were you when Iran attacked
Israel? This will become a question that
Jews will ask themselves for years to

come. Saturday evening, 13 April, began with a calm
directive from the Israel Defense Forces Home Front
Command that the country was on an emergency
footing and restrictions were in place. We knew
what was coming. Like many around the country, |
prepared my safe room, closed the metal window
shield, and waited for what was to come. Drones
were reportedly making their way to Israel. What
happened next was unprecedented, both in scope of
attack and Israel's defence.

For the first time in history, Iran attacked from
Iranian soil towards Israeli sovereign territory. The
attack came in five waves, with more than 300
projectiles fired, designed for maximum carnage.
This was a significant departure from previous
decades-long strategy to attack Israel and Israeli
installations around the world via proxies like the
Houthis in Yemen, who are disrupting shipping
lines, Hamas, and Hezbollah, which routinely
attack Israel. Iran said that this was retaliation for
an alleged Israeli strike on a building adjacent to
its embassy in Damascus that eliminated Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps Commander Mohammad
Reza Zahedi and several others.

“The numbers still aren't 100% clear, but |
understand that 120 ballistic missiles and about
30 cruise missiles were fired, as well as about 170
explosive drones - explosive UAVs [unmanned aerial
vehicles]," Israeli military spokesman Peter Lerner
told CNN.

Israel's defence was exceptional. Even though the
steady thunder of fighter jets as they intercepted
ballistic missiles kept most of us up, it was a
reassuring sound to hear the mighty Israel Air
Force along with the Royal Air Force (RAF) flying
manoeuvres quite literally above me. | was treated
the next morning to seeing two jets flying tandem
with a large plane that was likely a refuelling plane.

Israel, along with an international coalition that
included the United States (US), United Kingdom,
France, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia demolished
the Iranian attack. You read that correctly. Jordan
opened its airspace, and scrambled F-16s to destroy
incoming projectiles. The Jordanians said it was to
“protect their civilians’, but two things are evident,
first, the threat that Iran poses not just to Israel but
to the region, and second, that in spite of harsh
criticism over the past six months, our peace treaty
is holding. A Saudi official connected to the Saudi
Royal family told KAN, Israel's national broadcaster,
that the country had a system automatically to
intercept any suspicious entity in its airspace.

That source also charged that Iran had instigated
the Gaza war through its proxy group, Hamas, to
disrupt US efforts for a Saudi normalisation deal.
“Iran is a country that sponsors terrorism, and it
should have been stopped a long time ago,” said
the source.

Israel's air defence array including Iron Domes,
David's Sling, Arrow 2 and Arrow 3 systems that
are designed to destroy ballistic missiles in space,
and exceptional flying by our fighter pilots along
with the RAF. Sirens wailed in parts of the north and
south and over Jerusalem. The images of Iron Dome
defence missiles intercepting incoming projectiles
over the Al-Agsa Mosque will live in infamy. The
visuals were like something out of a Star Wars
movie.

US Central Command forces, supported by
US European Command destroyers, successfully
engaged and destroyed more than 80 one-way
attack, uncrewed aerial vehicles and at least six
ballistic missiles intended to strike Israel from Iran
and Yemen.

Israel's chief military spokesperson, Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari, said on Sunday that France was
among the countries involved in defending against
Iran’'s overnight attack on Israel.

"France has very good technology, jets, radar -
and | know it was contributing in patrolling
airspace,” Hagari said.

Israelis were jubilant on Sunday morning,
albeit exhausted. Achieving a 99% success rate
on an assault this massive was nothing less than

Dome anti-missile system fires interception missiles
extraordinary - and miraculous. We needed a {ron Bo
win after months of derision from a world fast
losing patience with the war in Gaza.

Where to from here, we wonder? There's no
question that Israel will have to retaliate to an
unprecedented Iranian assault on its territory.

We won't just "take the win", as suggested by

US President Joe Biden. Will it be a kinetic strike
or something else? Israel can strike a significant
blow to Iran in many different ways, including
diplomatic and cyber. Israel will want to capitalise
on growing diplomatic support, but also deal the
neighbourhood bully a long awaited pounding.

This was a moment we knew would happen
eventually. This was a day of reckoning. As many

around the globe worry
if we're teetering on
another world war,
Israelis remain resolute and resilient. As we
approach Pesach and recount our delivery
from slavery to freedom and the miracles
that preceded that, | wonder to myself, is
Israel the Moses ready to lead the world
out of the tyranny of terror? We've never
been more ready.

® Rolene Marks is a Middle East
commentator often heard on radio and
TV, and is the co-founder of Lay of the
Land and the SA-Israel Policy Forum.
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OPINION

vertaking the headlines on

8 April, which stated that Israel

had pulled all its ground troops out
of southern Gaza for “tactical reasons”, was
the report of a massive Iranian strike of
more than 300 drones and missiles directed
at Israel from Iranian territory.

Iran’s “retaliatory” bombardment
signified a significant strategic departure
for the Islamic Republic of Iran. Instead of
using its proxies, Hamas, Hezbollah, or the
Houthis, Iran attacked Israel directly for
the first time in its history. In a similar
fashion to the world’s initial reaction to
8 October, the attack garnered immediate

condemnation from many quarters, thereby k

buying Israel a short respite from the
constant media attacks surrounding the
conduct of its war in Gaza.

In spite of Iran’s deadly intent, the
missile attack leaves a massive credibility
gap in the Iranian capability of inflicting
harm on Israel via the air. All but a few of
the 300 missiles were either shot down
or crashed on their own accord, inflicting
minimal damage. Israel can claim a massive
victory for its Iron Dome system, and
celebrate the fact that the Jordanians and
Syrians accounted for several of the Iranian
missile losses. However, it seems that the
United States (US) has again restricted any
Israeli counterattack, which squanders a
rare opportunity to neutralise some Iranian
military assets.

Quite simply, US President Joe Biden
and his administration have put the brakes
on Israeli military actions. Israel has lost
the ability to deploy its military at the
operational and strategic level of war
without the US’s permission. Losing this
independence of action poses a significant
problem for Israel’s successful execution
of the war in Gaza. The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) in Gaza deployed 18 brigades
in December 2023 - about 90 000 troops —
and then trimmed it down to five brigades
at the end of March. The IDF now fields a
single brigade in Gaza, leaving Khan Younis
and Gaza City unoccupied. Undoubtedly,
the IDF’s hasty withdrawal isn’t for any
sound military reason. Instead, the IDF
has succumbed to European and belated
pressure from the US to change its tactics
drastically as world opinion has turned
decidedly against the Israelis. The original
IDF plan of occupying Gaza in its entirety
and eliminating Hamas as a military and
political force lies in tatters.

Initially, Israel adopted a persisting
strategy, placing a large number of boots
on the ground, deliberately advancing
at a slow, careful pace into the heart of

and Israeli P
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Gaza. The IDF skilfully concentrated its
forces using combined arms teams down

to the lowest tactical level. It carefully
accumulated overwhelming firepower at
the focal points, sometimes advancing
only mere meters in a given day. With
great tactical skill and impeccable
doctrine, the IDF produced innovative
tactics to overcome most of the attackers’
disadvantages in dense urban areas. The
urban environment overwhelmingly
favours Hamas. New IDF tactics are under
tight wraps, but Israel’s allies are watching
closely and will undoubtedly incorporate
these combat innovations into their urban-
warfare doctrine. At least up to December,
the Israelis made slow but significant
progress in defeating Hamas in the field as
well as destroying vast tracts of the tunnel
system. The IDF badly mauled Hamas at a
relatively low casualty cost, inflicting an
estimated 30% to 50% loss on its fighting
power before forcing it to withdraw to
Rafah to conduct what would have been its
last stand before destruction.

In spite of registering significant gains
at tactical and operational level, Israel is
steadily losing the propaganda war. The
world’s outrage at the atrocities committed
by Hamas on 7 October began to recede
almost immediately. If Israel ever had a
chance to strike using a persisting strategy
— occupying territory and putting boots
on the ground - it would have had to
execute with lightning speed. A cautious
approach led to it being caught offside
by the capricious support it had initially
garnered on 7 October. Israel chose to
minimise IDF and civilian casualties,

US pressure leads Israel to abandon battle plan

and the sands of time have run out.

The media’s constant barrage of civilian
casualty figures, as reported by Hamas, has
alienated many of Israel’s US and European
backers. The breathtaking hypocrisy

of mainstream media has drowned out
lone voices of reason, such as Douglas
Murray. A discredited Norman Finkelstein,
sidelined even by the Palestinians and now
comparing Gaza to a concentration camp,
has found new vigour and appreciative
audiences. Rochdale in the United
Kingdom has elected George Galloway,
long consigned to the looney left fringe,

as member of Parliament on a pro-Hamas
and virulently anti-Israel ticket. Friends, it
would seem, are few.

")) |

Biden has insinuated that if the
Israelis don't curtail operations in
Gaza, then the supply of American
arms will come under threat.

Israel has to contend with an increasingly
frayed relationship with the US. Support
among younger Americans for Israel is
rapidly fading. Biden has insinuated that
if the Israelis don’t curtail operations in
Gaza, then the supply of American arms
will come under threat. There are lessons to
be learned by those desirous of conducting
an independent foreign policy free from
American influence. A home-grown defence
industry that supplies the lion’s share
of one’s military needs is a fundamental

DR DAVID BROCK KATZ

Lavi Jet Fighter programme in favour of
the US’s F-16? The US no doubt had a
significant role in eliminating the Lavi as a

prerequisite. Surely, Israel

regrets abandoning the

Israeli Air Force Industries

possible competitor in the lucrative arms-
trade industry.
Israel cannot independently conduct
its operations in Gaza without the US’s
implicit or explicit approval. That’s the

| price of dependence on the US for the

supply of essential arms and munitions.
Ukraine faces a similar dilemma of relying
on the West to supply essential military
equipment for survival. When the time
comes, Ukraine will have little choice but to
comply with the West’s version of a peace
settlement. Israel has withdrawn from the
south of Gaza, and significantly reduced its
troop numbers there, not of its own choice,
but on instruction from the US.

So where to from here? The IDF has
abandoned a highly successful persisting
strategy, in which it placed boots on the
ground, occupied territory, and advanced
methodically and innovatively by using
combined arms warfare to eliminate
Hamas’s fighting power in the north of
Gaza. The military endgame was in sight.
All that remained was to capture Rafah
and remove Hamas in its entirety. Israel,
succumbing to American pressure, now
has no option but to resort to a raiding
strategy. The IDF will attempt to remove
Hamas targets through precision ground
and air strikes surgically. The danger of this
strategy can already be seen, with close to
2 000 Hamas fighters infiltrating their way
back into Gaza City in the absence of Israeli
ground forces.

History has shown that wars cannot be
won using a raiding strategy exclusively.
Targeting Iranian, Hezbollah, and Hamas
operatives outside of Gaza to weaken
the terrorist superstructure is also not
a strategy which will eliminate Hamas.

The hope of a more friendly future US
government is uncertain and, at best, many
months away. The release of hostages, if
any are alive, seems remote. An emboldened
Hamas continued to hold out for the best
terms for a ceasefire. Retaliation for the
latest Iranian attack is firmly off the cards.
Israel faces tough months ahead.

« Dr David Brock Katz is a research fellow
at Stellenbosch University in the faculty
of military science. He has published three
books and numerous academic articles
dealing with aspects of South African
military history and military doctrine.
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