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Hamas and allies intensify hate at Sandton conference
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An international who’s who of anti-Israel 
activists, including Hamas leaders, gathered 
in Sandton at the weekend calling for the 

complete isolation, dismantling, and eradication of the 
Jewish state.

The conference, which had the 
endorsement of the South African 
government, took place while 
Jews worldwide commemorated 
Israel’s fallen soldiers and victims 
of terror and celebrated Israel’s 
independence.

The Global Anti-Apartheid 
Conference on Palestine at the 
Sandton Convention Centre took 
place from Friday to Sunday last 
week (10 to 12 May). Its aim was to 
work “towards a global movement 
to dismantle Israel’s settler 
colonialism and apartheid”.  
It also aimed to “set the basis for the 
mobilisation of a global  
anti-apartheid movement to hold 
Israel accountable for its crimes 
against the Palestinian people and 
to work to dismantle” the state.

It brought together recognised 
activists from several countries to 
strategise about the destruction 
of Israel, and was intentionally 
reminiscent of the antisemitic and 
deeply hurtful United Nations World 
Conference Against Racism in Durban 
in 2001.

Rowan Polovin, the national chairperson of the South 
African Zionist Federation said, “This was on a new level, 
where activists elevated the blood libel from apartheid 
to genocide. It was a glorification of Hamas and its 
unspeakable atrocities. There has been a concerted 
strategy to normalise and legitimise Hamas on the 
international stage.”

Wendy Kahn, the national director of the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies, said “every rogue participant” 
was present.

“It was an orchestrated campaign of hate to conspire 
on how to decimate the Jewish state,” she said. “What’s 
so bitterly disgraceful is the centrality of our own 
government in this display.”

 
International Relations Minister Dr Naledi Pandor 
opened the conference (See story on page 3).

“Pandor’s continued support for Hamas through her 
unceasing attempts to attach the term “genocide” to 
Israel, is indicative that she’s not serving the interests of 
the South African population but has become an active 
agent in the war of terror against Israel and the Jewish 
people,” said Kahn.

Delegates to the conference came from countries 
that included Brazil, Canada, Germany, India, Sri Lanka, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

South Africa, which unlike many other countries, 
hasn’t designated Hamas a terrorist organisation, 
provided the ideal stage for attacks on the legitimacy of 
the state of Israel.

Speakers included some of the most recognised 
anti-Israel antagonists, including Mustafa Barghouti, the 
general secretary of the Palestinian National Initiative 
party and a leader of the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
(BDS) coalition; Zaher Birawi, a senior Hamas official 
living in the United Kingdom; and Ali Abunimah, the 
founder of the anti-Israel Electronic Intifada website.

Controversial Palestinian-American political activist 
Linda Sarsour told media at the conference, “I do feel 

that Palestine is having our South African anti-apartheid 
moment.”

Pandor told delegates on 10 May, “As oppressed 
South Africans, we experienced first-hand the effects of 
racial inequality and discrimination, and we identify fully 
with the struggle for freedom and self-determination in 

Palestine.”
She said the meeting was “rightly hosted 

in South Africa as a launch pad to consolidate 
international efforts to bring down apartheid 
Israel. On a governmental and political level, we 
would suggest that the conference, as a matter of 
priority, consider a role for frontline states, just as 
the liberation movements in South Africa did in 
our struggle for freedom and democracy.”

Struggle veterans and supporters of the BDS 
movement, Frank Chikane and South Africa’s 
former Intelligence Minister Ronnie Kasrils, also 
addressed delegates.

Kasrils told attendees, “There’s no need to 
pussyfoot about the rights of the Palestinians to 
resist with arms.”

He also said, “When we talk about ‘the river 
to the sea’, we’ve got to break Zionist Israel,” and 
that the Jewish state had nuclear bombs, that 
“these madmen will let loose nuclear bombs”.

He also added that, “It’s been proved, what 
they were claiming about beheaded babies and 
the mass rape of women is absolute hasbara 
and lies.”

Hamas members Emad Saber and Basem 
Naim also attended the conference.

Said Naim, “In spite of this image of Israel 
as this superpower of the region and with the 

support of all superpowers, it wasn’t able, after seven 
months, to defeat this resistance in spite of its limited 
resources and space of movement.

“Therefore we believe we’re on the right way, and 
7 October will be a turning point in the history of this 
struggle for the Palestinians and maybe a turning point 
in the history of humankind.”

The delegates adopted the “Johannesburg Declaration 

Emmet and Caleb Danilewitz walk through 

the hostage display at Yom Ha’atzmaut in 

Johannesburg this week
See more on pages 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10.
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Rabbi Akiva is the hero of the 
Omer, read at this time of 
year between Pesach and 

Shavuot. After suffering hardships 
and setbacks, he kept on pushing to achieve success.

Rabbi Akiva, who began studying Hebrew at the 
“young” age of 40, lived in 70CE, at the time of the 
destruction of the second temple. At that time, an 
enormous number of Jews were massacred, sold as 
slaves, and sent into exile by the Roman legions.

Rabbi Akiva studied with dedication for 24 years, 
and produced a mighty Torah educational system with 
24 000 students! However in the short span of time 
between Pesach and Shavuot, his 24 000 students died 
from a plague.

How could he continue after such a massive blow?
He didn’t despair, and began a new yeshiva with five 

students. The Torah traditions that we have today are the 
teachings of those five students.

How did he do it? Where did he find the strength and 
motivation to persevere after such devastation?

I heard from my rosh yeshiva, Rabbi Azriel Chayim 
Goldfein, of blessed memory, that the secret to Rabbi 
Akiva’s positivity lay in his own teachings found in Pirkei 
Avot, the Ethics of our Fathers.

In chapter three, mishna 18, Rabbi Akiva tells us why 
we should always be happy, saying we should focus on 
three principles:

First, all of mankind is beloved by Hashem. All of 
mankind has been given a tzelem elokim (likeness 
to Hashem). All humans have a soul which is a part of 
Hashem, and have been endowed with supernatural 
creative abilities. We must use our spiritual gifts and 

respect all humans.
Second, Hashem chose to express in 

the Torah that the Jewish people are His 
children. This great expression of love 
for us teaches us that we have a unique 
relationship with G-d Almighty. No matter 
how low we’ve sunk or how challenging 
life is, we should know that we have a 
loving father in heaven who is always 
available for us to turn to.

Third, the Torah we’ve been blessed 
with is the tool that Hashem used to 
design the world. This is powerful. It 
means that if we use that “tool” correctly, 
we have the ability to redesign ourselves 

and the world around us in a good and 
positive way.

Being aware of these three great gifts 
that every Jewish person possesses gives 
tremendous motivation and strength 
to move forward, even when things are 
challenging. This is a secret to Rabbi 
Akiva’s constantly positive attitude.

As we continue to pray for Hashem to 
bless the Jewish people with kindness 
and compassion, let’s take strength and 
inspiration from the life of one of our 
greatest leaders, Rabbi Akiva, to uplift 
and guide us in navigating through the 
challenging times we’re experiencing.

Rabbi Akiva’s happy legacy
Rabbi Hillel Bernstein 

Milnerton Hebrew 
Congregation

Torah Thought
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COLLEGE

YESHIVA
COLLEGE
The Torah School of Excellence

HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER /
COUNSELLOR / PSYCHOLOGIST

Are you a dynamic counsellor with experience in working with high 
school students? If you are a dedicated and compassionate social 
worker / counsellor / psychologist who is passionate about making 
a positive difference in the lives of high school students within a 
religious Jewish school, we encourage you to apply to join our caring 
and vibrant school community.

Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree in Social Work / related degree from a recognized and 

accredited institution or a Master’s Degree in Educational Psychology.
• Registration with the South African Council for Social Service 

Professions (SACSSP) or with the Health Professions Council of South 
Africa (HPCSA).

• Demonstrated experience and/or specialization in working with 
adolescents in individual, group and class settings.

• Previous experience in an educational setting is advantageous.
• Strong interpersonal skills and ability to work effectively as part of a team.
• Familiarity with South African laws and regulations related to child 

welfare, education and social services is required.

Please send your CV with 2 contactable references to 
a.sacks@yeshivacollege.co.za by 31 May 2024.

Only successful candidates will be contacted.

Yeshiva College offers a competitive salary and benefits, as well as a
dynamic and stimulating work environment.
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Global vote brings Israel to Eurovision final
In spite of steep backlash including protests from other competitors, 
Israel’s Eden Golan placed fifth in the Eurovision Song Contest on 
Saturday, 11 May, after delivering a rousing final performance of her 
song Hurricane.

The competition’s winner is determined by a complex system in which 
juries for each participating country allocate half of all votes, while the public 
contributes the other half. Golan’s success, which exceeded expectations set in 
betting markets before the competition, was fuelled by the popular vote, which 
Israel won in 14 countries plus a new category for voters 
not located in any of the participating countries. Israel 
didn’t win any country’s jury vote.

Golan’s strength in the popular vote was in contrast 
to the intense protests against her and Israel’s 
participation in the song contest amid the Israel-Hamas 
war in Gaza. Tens of thousands of people protested in 
the streets of Malmo, Sweden, during the competition 
held there, and Golan was reportedly advised to remain 

in her hotel room under 
the protection of security.

The tensions crept 
into the competition as 
well. During a rehearsal, 
a Finnish representative seemingly refused to say 
that her country had awarded points to Israel, while 
Ireland’s Bambie Thug, another contestant, said 
she had “cried” after Golan made the final, and 
would have boycotted had she herself not been 
performing. A journalist asked Golan at a press 
conference whether she felt that “by being here you 
bring risk and danger for other participants” and she 
drew cheers after responding that the contest was 
“safe for everyone”.

Iolande, representing Portugal, wore fingernails 
decorated with patterns suggesting Palestinian 
solidarity in the final in spite of rules set by the 
European Broadcasting Union prohibiting political 
speech during Eurovision. Earlier, a contestant drew 
a reprimand for wearing a keffiyeh.

Golan returned to Israel last Sunday, ahead of 
its memorial day. “I felt the love from the people, 
and you cannot understand how much it helped 
me,” she told a press conference. “I represented the 
country and was our voice for everyone who needs to 
be brought home now.”

Seinfeld keeps sense of humour at Duke
As the president of Duke University in the United States (US) 
introduced the commencement speaker, two cries rang out: first, loud 

boos, and then, a joyous chant of “Jerry! Jerry!”
Dozens of graduates, some carrying Palestinian flags, walked out 

of the ceremony to protest Jerry Seinfeld, who has been outspoken in 
his support for Israel since 7 October, the beginning of the war that has ignited 
anti-Israel protests on college campuses across the US. With Seinfeld at his side, 
Duke President Vincent Price paused his introduction for nearly a minute for the 

commotion to settle down.
It was an example of the type 

of disruption that has punctuated 
graduation ceremonies in the 
US this spring amid the protest 
movement, which has caused some 
schools to cancel or revamp their 
commencements. Seinfeld delivered 
his address as planned, to raucous 
applause. Still, the protest was 
detectable, and made more pointed 
because the students appeared to be 
protesting Seinfeld himself, not, as at 
other schools, their university.

“No room for celebration when your school brings a Zionist, pro-genocide 
commencement speaker,” one wrote on social media, according to a post shared 
widely and disparagingly by a pro-Israel user.

Seinfeld, who has never made politics a centrepiece of his celebrity, has 
emerged as an unexpected pro-Israel advocate in the wake of 7 October. Seinfeld 
visited Israel in December, including visits to families of hostages held in Gaza. 
The visit elicited a sharp backlash, including heckling by pro-Palestinian protesters 
when he attended a speech in New York City by Bari Weiss, the editor of The Free 
Press and a long-time crusader against antisemitism and anti-Zionism, in February.

When GQ magazine asked him last month why he chose to make the trip to 
Israel, Seinfeld answered, “Well, I’m Jewish.” He also acknowledged the backlash, 
saying, “Every Jewish person I know was surprised by how hostile the reaction 
was.”

But Seinfeld told GQ he didn’t view himself as a crusader when it came to Israel, 
as some celebrities have become over the last seven months. “I don’t preach about 
it,” he said.

Seinfeld didn’t mention Israel during his speech, and he mentioned his Jewish 
identity only when exhorting graduates not to be ashamed of the advantages they 
possess, including a Duke degree.

“Privilege is a word that has taken quite a beating. I would like to take a moment 
to defend it,” he said. “I say, use your privilege. I grew up a Jewish boy from New 
York. That’s a privilege, if you want to be a comedian.”
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Israeli singer Eden Golan  
at Eurovision 2024
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