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Sell with us on auction
Accepting art, antiques, objets d’art, 
furniture, and jewellery for upcoming 
wunderkammer auctions.

William Kentridge, 
Piccolo

SOLD R65 000

Platinum bracelet
      SOLD R32 000

Art Deco silver tray, 
Elkington and Co. 

Birmingham, 1937
SOLD R36 000

French Louis XV-style  
Vernis Martin vitrine

SOLD R14 000

Yves Saint Laurent textured  
calf leather shoulder bag

SOLD R28 000

French gilt brass  
Fritz Marti 
mantle clock
SOLD R16 000
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Eternal Care
W E S T P A R K  C E M E T E R Y

Our Grave Maintenance and Repair Plan ensures your 
love ones resting places are maintained with dignity.

R195 p/m includes:
Regular communication regarding the status of the grave, including a WhatsApp image after each cleaning cycle
 Monthly cleaning and minor repairs of stone and lettering/paint

An outsourced quote will be obtained for your approval for major repairs and the work will be supervised by us.
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Chag Shavuot Sameach. We will  be back on  20 June.

NICOLA MILTZ

Jewish representatives have called 
on all leaders not to allow the 
murder of a Muslim mother and 

the attempted murder of her husband 
and son, allegedly by a Jewish man, to 
be the spark in a tinderbox.

The murder of Halima Hoosen-
Preston in KwaZulu-Natal, along with 
the stabbing of her husband, Shaun, 
and son, allegedly by the estranged son 
of distinguished Jewish philanthropist 
Julian Beare, this week rattled the 
anti-Israel movement, intensifying the 
already extreme tension since the start 
of the war on 7 October last year.

Anti-Israel organisations and political 
parties such as Africa4Palestine, 
the Palestine Solidarity Campaign, 
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF), and 
Al Jama-ah have seemingly hijacked 
the horrific family tragedy for political 
purposes.

Motor mechanic Grayson Beare, 44, 
the adopted son of Julian Beare, 69, 
the chairperson of Beare Holdings, 
appeared in the Durban Magistrate’s 
Court on Tuesday,  
4 June, on charges of murder and 
attempted murder.

This after he is alleged to have fatally 
stabbed his wife’s good friend, Hoosen-
Preston, in her Glenmore, Durban, 
home in the early hours of Sunday, 2 
June. Her husband, Shaun, and her son 
were seriously injured in the attack.

Details are sketchy as to what caused 
Beare allegedly to go to the family 
home. It’s believed that Beare’s wife, 
Jaclyn, had recently left him, taking 
their son with her. Beare (born King) 

is the son of Julian Beare’s late wife, 
Sue-Ellen, from whom he has been 
estranged for more than 30 years. 
Julian adopted Grayson when they 
married, but has been estranged from 
him for some time.

The defence submitted that the 
accused was diabetic, bipolar, and 
suffered from schizophrenia.

A video which has gone viral and 
inspired fury shows Beare allegedly 
confessing to the crime, claiming that 
the attack was motivated by the conflict 
between Israel and Hamas.

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein 
described the attacks as “shocking 
and reprehensible”, saying that his 
heartfelt prayers go out to the survivors 
of the attack and expressed his deepest 
condolences to the bereaved family and 
friends.

“The perpetrator, in custody, is known 
as a severely troubled individual with 
a history of drug abuse and serious 
mental illness. It goes without saying 
that he doesn’t represent the Jewish 
community or Jewish values in any 
way,” Goldstein said.

“As Jews and Muslims in South 
Africa, we’ve always enjoyed uniquely 
peaceful and friendly relations in spite 
of our very different views on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, embodying the 
culture of mutual respect that pervades 
our country. I therefore echo the 
sentiments of my fellow leaders in the 
Muslim community calling for calm and 
for the law to take its course.”

The Beare family expressed “shock 
and dismay” upon learning about 
what it called the “heinous attack”. A 
dismayed Julian has for decades been 

Leaders call for calm following murder backlash
involved in  
non-governmental organisations in the 
areas of education, social upliftment, 
and culture. He’s a recipient of the 
Paul Harris Award, the highest award 
given to a Rotarian who has made 
an “outstanding contribution” to the 
greater community.

The Beare family told the SA Jewish 
Report, “We extend our deepest 

condolences to the Hoosen-Preston 
family, the deceased’s loved ones and 
community, and heartfelt prayers for a 
full recovery for those injured.

“We’re shocked by the abhorrent 
violence, and wholly condemn Grayson 
Beare’s actions. While nothing we say 
or do can reverse these violent actions, 
as a family, we stand with the Hoosen-
Prestons.

“We were also horrified by his deeply 
upsetting comments that we heard 
in the video currently circulating. We 
totally reject any association with what 
he has said and done.”

The family went on to say, “Grayson 
has previously been treated for an array 
of substance abuse and psychological 
issues. To our knowledge, he was still 
under professional medical care.”

Continued on page 3>>

Frum, Israeli, and fearless

Israeli Olympic athlete Beatie Deutsch runs with South Africans through 
Johannesburg on Tuesday, 4 June
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See story on page 9

The family stated categorically that it 
wouldn’t assist financially or in any way 
with Grayson’s defence.

The South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies (SAJBD) described the killing 
of Hoosen-Preston and attacks on her 
family members as heinous crimes, 
which it condemned in the strongest 
terms.

“We trust that justice will take its 
course,” it said. “It’s clear from a video 
that has gone viral – the ethics of it 
aside – that Beare wasn’t of sound 
mind.

“Beare’s actions or views don’t 
represent the Jewish community, 
which has expressed sympathy with the 
families for their loss.”

Meanwhile, the Board expressed 
outrage at the comments made by EFF 
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Chairperson 
Commissar Mongezi Twala to the crowd 
outside the courthouse saying, “Starting 
from today, we cut the ugly throats of 
the Jewish” (sic) and we must “cut the 
head of the snake”, to which members 
of the crowd responded, “Thank you!”

Wendy Kahn, the national director 
of the SAJBD said the SAJBD would be 
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Upon returning 
a Torah scroll 
to the Ark, the 

custom is to recite the verse, “It’s an eitz 
[tree] of life to those who take hold onto 
it” – by hand, according to Rashi’s famous 
commentary – “and those who support it 
are praiseworthy.”

This verse comes from the Book of 
Proverbs, composed by the wisest of all 
men – King Solomon himself. The verse, 
it seems, compares the Torah to a tree of 
life. Presumably this is because the Torah, 
like a tree, provides life via the fruits it 
produces.

But with the continuation of the verse, 
this explanation goes pear-shaped. 
According to it, the life-giving benefits of 
Torah are achieved by taking hold of it in 
one’s hands and supporting it with one’s 
hands, not through eating its fruit. Why 
no mention of the fruit? Furthermore, 

how does taking hold of a tree by 
hand give life? And who takes hold 
of a tree by hand, anyway?

The continuation of the verse also 
seems strange: “And its supporters are 
praiseworthy.” What’s praiseworthy about 
supporting a tree? And who supports a 
tree, anyway?

But King Solomon wasn’t barking up 
the wrong tree. He was teaching us the 
most amazing, paradigm-shifting and 
practical lesson imaginable about Torah.

The key to unlocking this lesson lies in 
the translation of the word “eitz”. While 
it’s true that the Hebrew word “eitz” can 
mean “tree”, it can also be translated as 
“wood”. Given that wood comes from a 
tree, this isn’t over the fence. But it can be 
confusing. How does one know whether 
the word “eitz” is referring to a tree or a 
piece of wood?

The answer is simple: from the context. 
If the context is about fruit eaters, it 
makes sense to say that “eitz” refers to a 
tree. If, however, the context is hands-on 

workers, it makes more sense to say that 
“eitz” is referring to wood.

So, let’s return to our verse that calls 
Torah an eitz of life. Is the verse referring 
to a tree or a piece of wood? Well, let’s 
look at the context – are fruit eaters about 
taking hold of and providing support to 
things? Not really. Are hands-on builders? 
Most definitely.

King Solomon is teaching us that the 
Torah is an eitz of life. This isn’t because 
it’s a tree that provides life-giving fruit 
that we can consume, but because it’s 
wood that provides life-giving material 
that we can use to make a hands-on 
contribution.

As we return the Torah to the Ark after 
having read it, we declare that we, like 
King Solomon, value the Torah not as fruit 
eaters, but as builders.

We’re people who are able to transform 
what we consume from the Torah into 
what we can contribute from it; people 
who are able to tell the wood from the 
tree.

Seeing the wood for the trees
Rabbi Dr David Nossel
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A 73-year-old Jewish gentleman with a luxury car.
To my loyal customers who have become friends, thank 
you for your patience when I was out of action. Thank you 
for the lovely messages and calls. I am better now and 
back in the driver’s seat!

To any new potential clients, I look forward to meeting you 
and driving for you.

A reminder that I do transport to and from airports, to the cemetery, will take 
you to your doctors’ appointments, and will even wait for you while you have 
your hair done! In fact, I’m available to take you anywhere you need to go. If 
you have friends or family visiting from abroad, I’ll be your chauffeur so that 
you can enjoy your time with your guests.

I work from Glenhazel but will fetch you anywhere in Johannesburg.

A 73-year-old Jewish gentleman with a luxury car.

you for your patience when I was out of action. Thank you 

To any new potential clients, I look forward to meeting you 

Driving Miss DaisyDriving Miss Daisy

Winston Akum - your holiday starts when you get into my car!

All eyes on Israel’s north
rolene marks

It took 30 firefighting crews hours to put out more than 
4 000 dunams (1 000 acres) of fire in the north of 
Israel. That was just on Monday night, 3 June. Infernos 

have been blazing for weeks as firefighters battle to 
douse fires caused by incessant rocket, drone, and  
anti-tank missile attacks.

Images coming in from towns like Katzrin, Kiryat 
Shmona, and others show decimated buildings and fires 
that blaze perilously close to civilian areas. The region 
looks like a war zone. It’s not Gaza or the south of Israel, 
but the north, where Hezbollah and Hamas factions in 
southern Lebanon have been pummelling the area since 
8 October 2023 in “solidarity” with Gaza.

Hezbollah poses a significantly greater threat than 
Hamas. The Iranian proxy has unequivocally violated 
United Nations (UN) Resolution 1701, which clearly 
calls for Hezbollah to remain north of the Litani River. 
UN Interim Forces in Lebanon recently had its mandate 

extended, yet has done nothing to rein in Hezbollah 
aggression.

The international community and media have been 
silent while focusing solely on Israel’s war with Hamas. 
In recent weeks, celebrities have climbed on the virtue-
signalling bandwagon to share a graphic saying, “All eyes 
on Rafah”. It would be incumbent on world leaders and 
self-righteous media outlets to focus their sites on the 
north. Diplomatic efforts have fizzled out.

Hezbollah is Hamas on steroids. Hezbollah’s 
equivalent of Hamas’s Nakba fighters, known as the 
Radwan forces, are a lot more sophisticated and better 
trained, and Hezbollah’s arsenal of rockets is estimated 
to be in excess of 160 000. These rockets, which are 
significantly more sophisticated than the ones fired 
by Hamas, have the entire state of Israel covered. It’s a 
terrifying thought.

As the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) evacuated southern 

communities in preparation for 
the military operation into Gaza, 
northern communities evacuated 
as well. Israel has more than 100 000 internal refugees 
or “internally displaced people”. Towns and kibbutzim 
on the border are ghost towns, and the impact of this 
on farms and the regional economy has been massive. 
The alerts of incoming projectiles and drone infiltrations 
beep throughout the day from Metula to Nahariya, the 
southern Galilee, and one of the prime targets, Meron 
Air Base.

One of the worst hit towns is Kiryat Shmona. On 
Monday night, police rushed to evacuate anyone who 
may not yet have been evacuated from the town.

Doron Shnaper, the spokesperson for Kiryat Shmona, 
said, “Under the orders of the firefighting forces and 
Kiryat Shmona police, we’ve begun evacuating residents 
who remained in the city in 

opinion

Continued on page 8>>



SYDENHAM | R 1 699 000

Open plan lounge and dining room opening onto a patio 
and sparkling splash pool. Playroom leading onto a small 
garden. Renovated kitchen. 3 Bedrooms. 2 Bathrooms. 
Staff Accommodation. Double car shade cloth cover. 
Walking distance to many shops and schools in the area.

Web Ref: JRL189233 2

GLENHAZEL | R 1 499 000

Spacious lounge and dining room. Open patio overlooking 
a large garden. Renovated kitchen with breakfast bar. Walk 
in pantry. 3 Bedrooms. 1.5 Bathrooms. Spacious courtyard 
with built in braai area. Staff cottage with bathroom, 
kitchenette, lounge area, bedroom. Single garage and off-
road parking. Inverter plus solar panels.

Web Ref: JRL193513 1.5

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229 
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WAVERLEY | R 2 750 000

Located in Waverley Ext, a compact home, possessing 
charm & character, with a purposeful & convenient layout. 
Two receptions, 3 beds, 2 baths, covered patio, outside 
laundry, staff, garage, excellent security & multiple eco-
conscious features. Priced right to invite the opportunity 
to live your future.

Web Ref: JRL19343

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

MORNINGSIDE | R 2 790 000

Spacious family duplex with 3 living areas, covered patio, 
private garden, and pool. Well-appointed kitchen, 4 
bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, staff accommodation. Double 
garage, off-street parking. Secure community near M1 
freeway, amenities & schools. Call now!

Web Ref: JRL172734 2.5

Linette Oosthuizen: 082 572 5314 
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TALI FEINBERG

Just days after South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa uttered the phrase, “From the river 
to the sea, Palestine will be free” at the African 

National Congress’s last election rally, a South African 
colouring book titled From the River to the Sea appeared 
on local bookshelves.

“From the river to the sea” is as an antisemitic call for 
the eradication of Israel and the genocide of all who live 
in it. The colouring book shows children that no Jews 
exist or have the right to exist in the 
land between the Jordan River and 
the Mediterranean Sea. Not one 
Jew or Israeli appears on its pages, 
except as sinister figures “oppressing 
Palestinians”. Even the cover depicts 
two children – a South African and a 
Palestinian – with no Israeli child in 
sight.

The South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies (SAJBD) criticised the book 
for “promoting the obliteration of 
Jews from our historical and rightful 
homeland” and “indoctrinating 
children”. The creators of the book, 
Social Bandit Media, responded that 
this was  
“a co-ordinated attempt to intimidate 
and harass us … now Zionists want 
to burn South African children’s book 
too”.

After a general outcry, the books were removed from 
South Africa’s biggest bookstore chain, Exclusive Books. 
This led to a vicious campaign against it. Exclusive Books 
has chosen not to comment. The book is also on the 
shelves of Cape Town independent bookstore The Book 
Lounge, prominently displayed alongside other anti-
Israel books.

The colour-by-number book, which is aimed at 
children between ages six and 10, says that it “introduces 
young readers to the key concepts driving and sustaining 
Palestinian resistance”. This includes a page dedicated to 
the concept of intifada, which encompasses two violent 
Palestinian uprisings in which about 1 000 Israelis were 
killed by suicide bombings in the early 2000s.

The book then goes on to tell children that people 
who die for the Palestinians are “martyrs – heroes who 
have a special place in Palestinian society”. Children 
can then colour in a picture of the late academic, 
Refaat Alareer, who described all Jews as “evil”. In a 
BBC interview, he described the 7 October attack as 
“legitimate and moral”. He compared the attack to the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising, and accused Israel of fabricating 
evidence of sexual assault by Hamas on 7 October.

He also infamously asked on social media if a baby 
baked in an oven on 7 October was “baked with or 
without baking powder”. He was killed by an Israeli 
airstrike during the war in Gaza in December. The book 
describes him as being “assassinated”.

Children can colour a picture of a Palestinian 

covering their face with a keffiyeh, in the style of Hamas 
terrorists. They are also given a picture of “protest icon” 
Ahed Tamimi, who has been arrested twice by Israel, 
the second time when she posted on social media in 
November 2023, “Come on settlers, we’ll slaughter you. 
What Hitler did to you was a joke. We’ll drink your blood 
and eat your skulls.”

The book’s text calls Israel “a military outpost of 
Western imperialism” and says “Israel imposed 
apartheid policies in all of historic Palestine”.

Children are invited to colour the fake series of 
maps showing how 
“Palestine” has 
“shrunk”. They are told 
that in 1948, “Israel 
was created on the 
land of Palestine”, and 
that “Israel has tried 
to hide the truth by 
targeting Palestinian 
journalists, many 
have been killed by 
Israel for exposing the 
truth.”

The 40-page book 
costs about R100. All 
proceeds go to Penny 
Appeal SA’s “Palestine 
projects”.

“Looking at the 
genocides of the 
20th century and the 

paths that led to them, among the many distinguishing 
steps, one of the most important was the indoctrination 
of children,” says Jakub Nowakowski, the director of the 
Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre, explaining 
why one-sided material is so dangerous for children 
and society as a whole. “Perpetrators deliberately 
manipulated young minds, teaching children from the 
earliest age to hate and to see their fellow human beings 
as less than human.

“We have seen this in Nazi Germany, in pre-1994 
Rwanda, and other places of mass violence. When ‘the 
enemy’ is pointed out, excluded, and dehumanised, the 
stage is set for the unthinkable. Children, moulded by 
propaganda, grow up believing that violence isn’t only 
acceptable but necessary. They are groomed to take part 
in the machinery of destruction, to become instruments 
of hatred.

“As a society, we must prioritise shielding our youth 
from hate,” says Nowakowski. “Amid the ongoing 
conflicts of today, we hope that future generations can 
overcome our collective trauma and build bridges, 
breaking the vicious cycles of hate. However, achieving 
this requires not only protecting children from 
immediate harm, but also ensuring they are not taught 
to hate.”

The book is illustrated by Nathi Ngubane, a freelance 
cartoonist who draws for Daily Maverick. In a video 
interview about the book, he said he aimed to “educate 
parents and children”, and that “the book’s publishers 

Kids’ colouring book 
erases Jews from Israel
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consulted educators, parents, and experts as well as 
Palestinian journalists to make the history accurate 
and accessible to kids. We wanted to show themes of 
resistance, freedom, and hope throughout the book. We 
felt it was very important for children to learn about other 
children in Gaza,” he said, ignoring Israeli children just as 
his illustrations do.

In May, Ngubane went on a book tour to two schools, 
one in Cape Town and one in Durban, where he 
addressed young children and handed out copies.

“It’s repugnant that this publication can be published 
and targeted at young minds,” the SAJBD said. “We 
reject attempts to indoctrinate children. While we’re 
saddened by the ongoing conflict, campaigns like this 
only perpetuate animosity and prolong the cycle of 
hatred. We urgently call for the immediate cessation of 
this extremely irresponsible publication.”

Said Social Bandit Media, “We note that this panic 
comes as mainstream bookstores in South Africa have 
started to stock the book. We see the SAJBD statement 
as an attempt to smear Palestinians and place more 
pressure on these mainstream bookstores. We urge 
bookstores to stand on the right side of history.” It said 
that more than 3 000 copies had been sold.

“The colouring book is antisemitic, devoid of truth, 

and amounts to propaganda,” says South African Zionist 
Federation (SAZF) spokesperson Rolene Marks. “Some 
of the pages glorify violence, unnecessarily exposing 
children to war outside of their country.

“The slogan, ‘From the river to the sea’, used by terrorist 
group Hamas, calls for the annihilation of the state of 
Israel,” says Marks. “The vile colouring book also falsely 
uses former President Nelson Mandela’s image in 
support of the genocidal chant, failing to mention that 
Madiba recognised Palestinians’ and Israel’s right to exist.

“Many South African children face difficulties such 
as hunger, crime, or bullying, and shouldn’t be forced 
to grapple with politics in the Middle East,” she says. 
“Children should enjoy their childhood, and learn to 
understand their own country first.

“The SAZF is also concerned that this slogan, which 
incites violence against Israel, has permeated South 
African society, from the president right down to this 
children’s colouring book,” says Marks. “It’s far removed 
from the sentiments of South Africa’s Constitution. 
Many South Africans, including the millions of people 
associated with Christian churches, recognise Israel’s right 
to exist.”

The SA Jewish Report sent questions to Ngubane, but 
didn’t receive a response by the time of going to print.

Leaders call for calm following murder backlash
>>Continued from page 1

investigating a case of hate speech against him. 
“His comments come in the wake of a statement 
issued by Africa 4 Palestine – as just one example of 
the anti-Israel lobby denigrating the South African 
Jewish community – which calls Jews in this country 
‘violent’ and ‘aggressive’. As can be seen by the 
scenes outside the court, this is an inversion of the 
truth, inflammatory, and dangerous,” Kahn said.

She said it was “appalling and unacceptable” that 
a tragic situation had been “turned into vilification of 
the broader Jewish community”.

Addressing the public gallery on Tuesday, 
magistrate Ashwin Singh warned supporters of 
United 4 Palestine and the EFF to comply with 
the rules of the court and remove sunglasses and 
non-religious headgear. He barred the public from 
recording the court proceedings, apart from taking 
written notes.

“The court isn’t a political arena for you to vent 
your frustration. Let the court proceed in a dignified 
manner so that the constitutional rights of all are 

upheld,” Singh said.
The Community Security Organisation (CSO) called 

for justice to take its course and for the legal system 
to prosecute this crime to the fullest extent possible.

“However, we’ve observed a significant number of 
social media posts blaming ‘Zionists’ and calling for 
revenge. This is cause for concern in an already heated 
and volatile environment, possibly leading fringe 
elements to take matters into their own hands.”

In light of this, the CSO has called on the 
community to act responsibly and increase its 
vigilance.

Prosecutor Calvin Govender said the state wanted 
a seven-day postponement so that it could do a bail 
investigation and Grayson could undergo a mental-
health assessment by the district surgeon. He is 
remanded in custody at Westville Prison.

Defence attorney Nyameko Jodwana told the court 
Grayson wanted protection because he had received 
threats in prison.

The case has been postponed to 11 June.
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When educator Adina Roth was finally 
ordained as an Orthodox Jewish rabbi in 
New York on 3 June, she couldn’t quite find 

the words to describe how moving and beautiful it was.
“Our rabbis charged us to become the kind of rabbis 

the world needs right now,” says Roth from New York this 
week.

Roth is only the second South African-born Jewish 
woman to achieve Orthodox smicha.

It has been a long road for Roth, born and raised 
in South Africa, where she lived until recently, and 
she says South African Jewry played a crucial role in 
getting her where she is today.

“When I told people in South Africa I was on 
this path, everyone I spoke to was excited for me, 
supported my decision, and were excited for what this 
meant for our community,” Roth says. “The calling to 
be a rabbi found me through my life’s work and my 
love of Torah and Jewish learning. It wasn’t a desire 
for a title, but to be able to work for the community 
and serve as an educator and in a spiritual and 
religious capacity.”

Being ordained “was probably one of the most 
powerful moments of my life,” she says. “My wish is 
that all Jewish girls in South Africa see something like 
this. As of last night [3 June], there are 75 musmachot 
[Orthodox-ordained women]. Our world is changing!”

Having emigrated from Johannesburg to Sydney 
during her studies, “I found that the study of Torah was a 
comfort,” says Roth. “I left behind so much that I love. But 
Jewish learning goes with you. Maybe this is how Jews 
managed to move around the world for thousands of 
years. Our Judaism has been a constant.”

Roth studied at Yeshivat Maharat, a Jewish 
educational institution in New York. It was the first 
Orthodox yeshiva in North America to ordain women. The 
word “maharat” is a Hebrew acronym denoting a female 
“leader of Jewish law, spirituality, and Torah”.

Roth did a four-year programme focusing on Talmud 
and halacha, studying mostly remotely alongside 
women from around the world. Two decades ago, as a 

student, she did two Masters degrees on Jewish texts 
and studied at renowned Jewish institutions abroad.

When she returned to South Africa, “I was approached 
by a group of families who wanted a meaningful rite of 
passage for their daughters for Batmitzvah, including 
the option to read from the Torah in a halachic setting,” 
says Roth. “For almost 20 years, I ran Barmitzvahs 
and Batmitzvahs, teaching boys and girls to lein from 

the Torah. I enjoyed running the ceremony which is, I 
suppose, a rabbinic role. I find it moving to walk people 
through the significant rites of passage of their lives 
using the beauty, depth, and potency of Jewish ritual.”

Roth also taught adults at the Melton Institute, and 
developed her own courses in Tanach and Midrash. 
“Learning Torah has the potential to have an impact on 
our being, to heal and refine our character and soul. All 
this led me to long for an opportunity to deepen my text 
and Jewish leadership skills,” she says.

“I was aware that since 2009, Yeshivat Maharat had 
begun to ordain women in orthodoxy, something I didn’t 
imagine could happen in my lifetime.” Eventually, she 

decided to take on the challenge. Each year, they focused 
on a different area of Jewish law.

“I loved how we learned halacha in a way that 
responds deeply to the needs of the individual,” says 
Roth. “The Jewish community of the 21st century has 
changed. People are single for much longer. People get 
divorced. People are in LGBTQ+ [lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer or questioning] relationships. We 

learned how to welcome and make 
space for all human beings.”

She emphasises that she 
couldn’t have done it without the 
support of her family. In addition, 
“Emanuel, the school where I 
work as director of Jewish Life, 
allowed me to study for one day a 
week and gave me huge support. 
It wasn’t easy to emigrate, look 
after a family, start a new job, and 
keep up my studies, but I was 
determined to graduate with my 
classmates.”

She doesn’t anticipate that her 
role [at Emanuel] will change too 
much after becoming a rabbi. 
“I hope that opportunities will 
open for me, such as facilitating 
rite-of-passage ceremonies and 
teaching adults. As an Orthodox 
rabbi, I wouldn’t lead prayers in the 

traditional sense. But even in orthodoxy there are some 
services, called “partnership minyanim”, where women 
can lead parts of the service within Jewish law.

“While it’s completely halachically permissible for a 
woman to be a rabbi, I believe in the idea of aseh lecha 
rav u’kneh l’cha chaver [make for yourself a rabbi, and 
acquire for yourself a friend],” says Roth. “Each person 
must find a rabbi for themselves. If people aren’t 
comfortable with a woman rabbi, they don’t need to seek 
rabbinic relationship with women. The ship has sailed, 
and women rabbis are good for Am Yisrael.”

Roth would encourage people to seek this kind of 
ordination. “Yeshivat Maharat is a professional institution 

geared to supporting women pursuing this path. If this 
is something that resonates, I would encourage you to 
explore options. I also encourage men to develop Jewish 
spiritual ‘muscle’. We need strong spiritual leadership at 
this hard time in our world.”

South African community members say Roth’s smicha 
is an important and well-deserved milestone. “The 
increasing drive by women to connect with halacha 
has led inevitably to them not only being educators 
but also halachic leaders,” says Ilana Stein. “The smicha 
programme at Maharat is incredibly intense and difficult. 
Professor Tamar Ross calls it ‘expanding the palace of 
Torah’, and Adina’s knowledge is doing just that.”

Nina Cohen remembers how “as Greenside 
Shul embarked on a path towards a more inclusive 
community, we turned to Adina for assistance. Adina 
became an invaluable resource, particularly regarding 
the inclusion of women in ritual.

“About seven years ago, she helped facilitate our first 
leining of Megillat Esther by women,” says Cohen. “This 
was the first time that this took place in an Orthodox 
synagogue in South Africa. On Simchat Torah, Adina 
organised a women’s hakafot [dancing with the Torah] 
service. Adina taught in the most humble yet insightful 
way.

“When Adina emigrated, I was afraid we wouldn’t 
be able to continue with the transformation she 
helped establish at Greenside,” Cohen says. “However, 
always inspired by her contribution, we’ve managed to 
continue. We’re so proud of Adina for having attained 
smicha. Never was an achievement more well-deserved! 
We’re so grateful for her contribution and unswerving 
dedication to Judaism in South Africa.”

Roth always thought she would come back to South 
Africa with her smicha, “and a part of me is sad that I 
won’t serve my own beloved community, who really 
made me the person I am today. I’m grateful for the 
schooling I got, for the youth movements of South Africa, 
to many teachers, and to the love of Yiddishkeit. Treasure 
the deep roots we’re given in our community, and if you 
want to explore options beyond it, reach for them too. It’s 
a big Jewish world out there, and we’re blessed to have 
access to it.”

Roth attributes rabbinical ordination to SA roots

Newly ordained 
rabbi, Adina Roth, 

receiving her 
Orthodox smicha

LEE TANKLE

“Give Prayer a Chance”, a new initiative 
by Chabad House Johannesburg, is 
described by its director, Rabbi David 
Masinter, as a spiritual Iron Dome for the 
Jewish community.

To make prayer more accessible to all, 
the programme has launched an app 
and a website where people can interact 
with a new more user-friendly siddur and 
lessons that suit any particular interest in 
prayer such as biblical stories or different 
insights as to why people pray.

The free, user-friendly Hebrew and 
English siddur app, called the “Give 
Prayer a Chance Siddur” is designed 
to make prayer more accessible and 
meaningful. The app uses the new Weiss 
edition siddur that applies to all shuls, 
including Chabad.

The app includes blended translation-
explanations of the entire siddur, clear 
instructions on different prayers, the 
backgrounds of certain customs, prayer 
insights, and summaries of different 
prayers throughout the digital siddur.

“We believe that prayer changes the 
creed in heaven,” said Masinter, who 
is also the founder and director of the 
Miracle Drive’s annual charity campaign. 
“When King David was fighting his 
battles, he told his generals, ‘You fight, 

I’ll pray.’ That will be the mystical 
weapon that the Jews have.”

“Prayer is much more than just 
reciting words. It’s our solution, 
our Iron Dome. It’s a profound 
opportunity to connect with G-d, to 
reflect on our lives, and present our 
requests in the belief that G-d will 
answer,” he said.

“The programme seeks to 
motivate individuals to pray 
more frequently, and to feel a 
deeper connection to Hashem. 

It underscores the Torah’s teachings 
that prayer is effective, that G-d listens 
and responds to our prayers, and that 
through prayer, we can invoke blessings 
and alter decrees,” Masinter said.

“Recognising that the traditional 
siddur can be overwhelming, this new 
app aims to simplify the experience and 
encourage more people to engage in 
regular prayer.”

“The siddur is bursting with 
explanation and inspiration, and 
transforms mere participation into 
connection and communication,” he 
said. “We’re on a mission to distribute 
a siddur to as many people as possible, 
particularly to those who cannot afford 
one or who are removed from their 
community as well as high school and 
university students.”

Chabad describes prayer 
app as ‘spiritual Iron Dome’LEE TANKLE

South African visitors to Israel will be required 
to apply for an Electronic Travel Authorisation 
document (ETA-IL) as of 1 July 2024, according 

to a recent announcement from Israel.
Only once your ETA-IL has been approved will you 

be allowed to travel to Israel and stay up to 90 days per 
visit. The authorisation is valid for multiple trips over 
two years, or until an individual’s passport expires, 
whichever one comes first.

Sabine Hadad, the spokesperson for the Israeli 
population and immigration authority, said the new 
system was being implemented to facilitate smoother 
entry to Israel for tourists. “Most people will be 
approved for this visa,” Hadad said. “We’re doing this so 
that we can avoid 
cases we know 
in advance won’t 
be allowed into 
Israel for many 
reasons, like 
being deported 
before.

“This system 
exists in many 
countries like the 
United States, 
Canada, and 
Europe. It’s not 
something new,” 
she said, “it’s 
to avoid having 
people fly such a long 
distance only to get to 
the border and be denied 
entry.”

“It isn’t a major change,” said travel agent Sharlene 
Lifschitz. “It’s the normal visa you would get on arrival, 
only now you have it in advance.”

Deputy Israeli Ambassador to South Africa Adi 
Cohen-Hazanov said, “Any traveller to Israel just needs 

to fill out this application in advance on the website, 
and will receive the visa.”

However, it does enable Israel to refuse to grant the 
visa, making it impossible to get into Israel.

“It’s good because it allows Israel to know who is 
coming into the country,” said Lifschitz, “It’s not 
stopping anybody from coming into the country unless 
it suspects that they are a terrorist or something like 
that. Then, it’s entitled to stop you from entering the 
country. The only difference this makes is that if you’re 
denied entry for whatever reason, they can send you 
home at the airport.”

The programme was initially launched on 1 June as a 
pilot programme for those with American and German 
passports. That will provide insights and possible 
improvements, with the programme expanded to all 

visa-exempt countries from 1 July.
It will help authorities to obtain 

information about passengers 
before they even board the plane. 
If there’s a problem with the 
passenger entering Israel, they will 
be referred to the Israeli embassy 
in their country of residence.

During the first year of this 
measure, the ETA-IL will be 
provided free of charge, thereafter 
it will cost each traveller 25 NIS 
(about R126).

Eyal Siso, the 
director-
general 

of Israel’s 
population 

and immigration 
authority, said in 

a press statement, “This process 
aims to prevent passengers arriving in Israel 

from facing unpleasant surprises, even though there 
might be a reason known in advance that prevents them 
from entering the state of Israel. The system will also 
help to reinforce Israel’s national security.”

Israel requires online visa application
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Shavuot commemorates the pivotal moment in Jewish history 
when the Jews received the Torah at Har Sinai. This event, 
more than any other, shaped the identity and destiny of the 
Jewish people. It was not merely a historical occurrence 
but the beginning of a spiritual and educational journey that 
continues to this day.
 
The Torah, given on Shavuot, represents the Divine blueprint 
for living a meaningful and honourable life. It is a guide that 
encompasses every aspect of human existence, from ethics 
and morality to rituals and laws. The moment of receiving 
the Torah was one of collective elevation and sanctification, 
binding the Jewish people to G-d in an eternal covenant.
 
The essence of Shavuot lies in the transmission of the Torah’s 
wisdom from generation to generation. Jewish education is 
the vehicle through which this sacred knowledge is imparted, 
ensuring that the teachings of the Torah remain alive and 
relevant.

 1. Lifelong Learning 
The Torah encourages continuous learning and growth. As it 
is written in Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers), “Turn it and 
turn it again, for every–thing is in it.” Jewish education fosters 
a lifelong pursuit of wisdom and understanding, promoting a 
deep and lasting connection to our heritage.
 
2. Identity and Values
Jewish education instills a strong sense of identity and values. 
It teaches students about their history, traditions, and the 
ethical imperatives that guide Jewish life. This education helps 
individuals develop a sense of belonging and responsibility to 
their community and the world.
 
3. Spiritual and Moral Development
The teachings of the Torah provide a moral compass and a 
framework for ethical behavior. Jewish education nurtures the 
spiritual and moral development of students, guiding them to 
lead lives of integrity, compassion, and justice.

 4. Community and Continuity
Education is a communal effort, emphasizing the importance 
of family, community, and collective responsibility. By 
investing in Jewish education, we ensure the continuity and 
vitality of the Jewish people, preserving our traditions for 
future generations.
 
As we celebrate Shavuot, we are reminded of the profound 
significance of the Torah and the imperative of Jewish 

Yeshiva College Primary School wishes you Chag Sameach
COLLEGE

education. It is a time to renew our commitment 
to learning and to passing on our rich heritage. By 
embracing the values and teachings of the Torah, we 
honour the legacy of our ancestors and pave the way 
for a brighter, more enlightened future.

 May this Shavuot inspire us to deepen our 
connection to the Torah and to strengthen our 
dedication to Jewish education, ensuring that the 
links of our tradition continues to shine brightly in 
our lives and in the world. 

TALI FEINBERG

The University of South Africa (Unisa) has blamed 
Israel for Hamas’s 7 October massacre, also 
claiming that “the Zionists” are “abusing” the 

concept of antisemitism and shouldn’t be allowed to 
define it.

In one of the most extreme statements from a South 
African university since 7 October, the senate of Unisa, 
the largest open-distance learning institution in Africa 
and the longest-standing dedicated distance education 
university in the world, claimed, “The Zionists are abusing 
and trivialising the important anti-discrimination concept 
of antisemitism [in order] 
to silence, mute, and 
undermine the justice-
seeking voices and calls for 
justice against the violence 
and war perpetuated 
against the Palestinians.”

It went on to say, on  
28 May, that “these 
distortions, that generally 
are embodied in 
theological and political distortions, pelted under the 
guise of ‘antisemitism’, must be condemned”.

It also called for “a ceasefire and the cessation of 
genocidal attacks by the state of Israel on Palestinian 
people”. It went on to claim that the historical context of 
Israel’s “genocidal activities” didn’t begin with Hamas’s 
attacks on 7 October. It insinuated it was a continuation of 
the “Zionist colonial movement” that had systematically 
“oppressed” Palestinians and deprived them of their land 
since 1948.

David Saks, the associate director of the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies, said, “We’re astonished how 
any reputable academic institution, let alone Unisa, 
should have issued a public statement so thoroughly 
unscholarly, crudely emotive, and politically driven as this 
one.

“From representatives of the intellectual profession, 
one should expect that any commentary on issues of 
public concern, particularly when concerning highly 
complex international disputes, would be appropriately 
measured, nuanced, and, perhaps above all, fair,” he said. 
“However, practically not a single pronouncement in this 
grossly partisan, ideologically driven screed would pass 
true scholarly muster.”

Saks went on to say: “We reject, with disgust, the 
baseless and deeply prejudiced charge that Jewish 
representatives knowingly, and as a matter of decided 
policy, level false charges of antisemitism in order to 
silence criticism of Israel. This has the effect of portraying 

Jews as being dishonest, 
manipulative, and hypocritical and 
as such amounts to just another 
form of anti-Jewish bigotry, all the 
more repellent for being framed in 
language calling for human rights, 
peace, and justice.

“This shockingly inappropriate 
statement is less an indictment 
against Israel than a betrayal of 
the institution’s most fundamental 

values and ideals,” Saks said. “By issuing it, Unisa has 
done a sad disservice not just to its own community, but 
to the academic profession and the people of South Africa 
as a whole.”

Unisa’s chancellor is former South African President 
Thabo Mbeki. Its principal and vice-chancellor is Professor 
Puleng LenkaBula, who defines herself as a “feminist 
ethicist”. LenkaBula proudly shared the university’s 
statement on social media, yet as a “feminist ethicist”, she 
made no mention of the sexual violence meted out by 
Hamas on 7 October, nor did Unisa. The SA Jewish Report 
asked her why she was silent about this, but the query 
went unanswered.

Many Unisa students expressed their frustration 
that Unisa was taking a stance on a conflict that had no 
bearing on South Africa when it has much to do to get its 

own house in order. “This university fails to respond to 
our needs as students, phone calls and emails are never 
answered, yet it’s responding to problems in faraway 
places. Please fix the university administration first. When 
is the senate addressing administration problems at the 
school?” asked one student in response to LenkaBula 
sharing the statement on X.

“Ceasefire on ignoring students enquiries and 
complaints too. Prof, do you listen to Unisa students when 
they have a crisis? Please fix your administration also,” 
said three students.

“Where’s your statement on Russia invading Ukraine?” 
and “Why don’t you focus rather on your own issues? It’s 
no business of yours what goes on in the Middle East. 
Whose money are you trying to secure?” asked two more 
students on X.

“I’m ashamed of the qualifications I received from you,” 
said a former student.

“This is uncalled for. You ignore what Hamas has done 
on 7 October and the rockets it fires at Israel daily. I can’t 
believe my alma mater [can] stoop this low. How do 
you stand with a terrorist organisation like Hamas? I’m 
disappointed,” wrote another student.

“How about those hostages? Return any hostages 
left alive. For every action, there’s a reaction. Don’t like 
it, tough! Women don’t like being raped and brutalised 
either,” said another.

The Unisa statement also endorsed an academic 
boycott of Israel, and committed to cutting all academic 
connections with Israeli higher education and research 
institutions. It urged other universities to do the same.

The senate then called Unisa’s council to instruct the 
university’s asset managers to divest any investments 
Unisa holds in Israeli companies, and companies 
supplying materials and weapons used by Israel.

It also endorsed the South African government’s legal 
actions against Israel.

South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) spokesperson 
Rolene Marks said, “The SAZF condemns Unisa’s decision 
to boycott Israel and cut off any research connections 

between it and Israeli institutes. This is an assault on 
academic freedom and it breaches staff’s constitutional 
rights to freedom of association. Universities should be 
places where debate is welcome, and students and staff 
can hold a range of views.

“Moreover, this move is likely to make Jewish students 
feel unwelcome,” says Marks. “It’s also hypocritical. While 
calling on asset managers to divest from firms that have 
assets in Israel, the senate ignores the fact that many 
of the components in today’s computers, cellphones, 
or devices like flash drives were developed in Israel. 
It’s highly unlikely that staff will stop using modern 
technology.

“Unisa has been beset by internal crisis, and was placed 
under administration by Higher Education Minister 
Blade Nzimande in October 2023 before he withdrew 
his decision in November,” Marks said. “The university 
should focus on solving its own issues and serving its 
students rather than attempting to divert attention from 
its numerous crises that include governance issues, poor 
administration, financial sustainability, and the declining 
quality of qualifications. Many of these have persisted for 
years at the country’s biggest university, and undermine 
students’ right to a quality education.

“Israel has the right to defend itself from the terrorist 
group, Hamas, that has stated that it wants to annihilate 
the country and its people,” she said.

South African Union of Jewish Students (SAUJS) 
National Chairperson Shmuel Krengel said there were 
several Jewish students at Unisa, but SAUJS didn’t have 
a branch there. SAUJS is “appalled and disappointed” at 
Unisa’s statement, he said.

Along with the query about her response to Hamas’s 
sexual violence, the SA Jewish Report asked LenkaBula 
if Unisa condemned Hamas’s atrocities of 7 October; if 
Jewish students and staff who are Zionist were welcome 
at Unisa; and if a Jewish person said something was 
antisemitic, the university would disbelieve them, in 
line with its statement. However, these questions went 
unanswered.

Unisa says Jews ‘abusing’ concept of antisemitism

University of South Africa
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SA needs wise choices  
not wishful thinking

tony leonopinion

Never has the Chinese curse or cliché, “May you 
live in interesting times”, been more fitting for 
South Africa in the aftermath of the momentous 

29 May election.
One aspect which never came to pass was that the 

Gaza war and South African foreign policy would feature 
in the poll outcome. It was striking that in Cape Town, for 
example, home to most Muslims in South Africa, attempts 
to weaponise that conflict made no impression on voters.

To the contrary. On one reading, the 9% drop in support 
for the African National Congress to an all-time low of 
19.55% – with its explicitly anti-Israel stance – was almost 
matched by the 9% obtained by the most pro-Israel party 
on the ballot, the Patriotic Alliance.

The Democratic Alliance was barely touched by any 
of this, and comfortably won the province with an 
overwhelming majority.

You didn’t need to be a political prophet to forecast that 
foreign policy would count for next to nothing in a poll 
determined by domestic crises and problems. And we 
now have – for the first time in three decades – a situation 
where we genuinely don’t know who will comprise the 
next government of South Africa.

As we navigate genuinely uncharted waters, it could be 
said that the map to hand, our Constitution, will guide us 
safely to calmer waters. That’s both true and untrue.

The Constitution does indeed provide us, and crucially, 
new members of Parliament, with a reasonably detailed 
roadmap. Forgive the mixture of metaphors, but of course, 
just as it had a Nelson Mandela in mind as head of state, 
the Constitution also had an implicit bias that one party 
would obtain a parliamentary majority. It didn’t closely 
contemplate the reality we’re in – a hung Parliament with 
no overall majority for a single party.

Of course, the Constitution tells us exactly the form and 
manner of electing the speaker and president. However, 
the timeline it prescribes – 14 days after last Sunday for 
Parliament to convene and elect – doesn’t allow for a 
lengthy bargaining period. This often lasts months, not 
weeks, in other democracies where multi, not single, party 
governments are the rule not the exception.

I’m not going to interrogate the merits and demerits 
of the possible arrangements, which could provide 
South Africa with a stable government consonant with 
democratic continuance, economic sensibility and 
genuine freedom, and equality as indeed our Constitution 
mandates.

But there’s one approach which does need to be 
headed off at the pass.

Some otherwise impressive analysts have suggested 
that even if, for example, a government consists in part of 
parties which want the Constitution junked entirely – the 
uMkhonto weSizwe (MK) party – or who will red ant it 
from within by destroying its key pillars and foundations 
– the Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) – then it would be 
rough, but South Africa would survive.

Indeed, on this analysis, the current centrist political 
forces would, after such a torrid and destructive period, 
emerge to reclaim democracy and rebuild the economy.

I regard any such view as an extreme form of wishful 
thinking.

Someone said that when you introduce Hitler 
into an argument you’ve lost it, since his regime was 
such an extreme and nihilistic example of genocidal 
authoritarianism that it has no equal in history.

That’s true, but the Micawber approach of “hoping that 
something will turn up for the better” is applicable to 
some naivete around our situation. It’s also as misplaced 
here and now as it was back then in democratic Weimar 

Germany in 1933.
As the brilliant historian Timothy Snyder reminds us, 

“History does not repeat, but it does instruct.”
In his short booklet On Tyranny: Twenty Lesson from 

the Twentieth Century, Snyder writes, “We tend to assume 
that institutions will automatically maintain themselves 
against even the most direct attacks.”

This of course is an historic mistake, as Snyder 
illustrates by reminding us that institutions – courts, 
Constitutions, reserve banks etc – “don’t protect 
themselves”. And “hope as a strategy” is nothing new, as 
Nazi Germany ominously reminds us.

Snyder quotes at length from a leading newspaper for 
German Jews published on 3 February 1933, days after 
Hitler was installed as Reich chancellor due to backroom 
machinations, not a parliamentary outright majority. It 
read in part:

“We do not subscribe to the view that Mr Hitler and his 
friends, now finally in possession of the power they have 
so long desired, will implement the proposals circulating 
in Nazi newspapers. They will not suddenly deprive 
German Jews of their constitutional rights, nor enclose 
them in ghettos, nor subject them to murderous impulses 
of the mob. They cannot do this because a number of 
crucial factors hold powers in check, and they clearly do 
not want to go down this road.”

While Nazi Germany was darkly unique in history, the 
entirely reasonable view of people then is based on a 
mistake which equally reasonable people make now. As 
Snyder reminds us, “The mistake is to assume that rulers 
who came to power through institutions cannot change or 
destroy those very institutions, even when that’s exactly 
what they have announced they will do.”

Jacob Zuma’s MK party wants to dismantle the 
Constitution entirely and strip 
the judiciary of its testing 
power over parliamentary 
legislation and worse. The EFF 
has advised – via its leader 
or “commander in chief” 
– that it wants “to slit the 
throat of whiteness”; destroy 
the independence of the 
Reserve Bank – and with it our 
currency via runaway inflation; 
expropriate private property; 
and nationalise industry.

Place either or both 
such parties into the new 
government of South Africa, 

and you can see the future plainly.
Our bond rate now is already about 20% for a 20-year 

bond, given future uncertainties. Confidently, you can 
predict it will be, under such a prospectus, impossible to 
raise any funding at all for these economically ruinous 
programmes.

It’s entirely correct to say that this is hardly a replica of 
Nazi Germany, but it’s a pretty good facsimile of Hugo 
Chávez’s Venezuela – and the late Chávez is the explicit 
role model for Julius Malema. Venezuela was once upon 
a time the most successful economy in South America. 
Today, its citizens are reduced to beggary and its currency 
is debauched.

Like South Africa, it had an authoritarian past, but just 
before Chávez and his successor, Nicolás Maduro, it was 
a robust democracy. Since their ascent, it has become a 
sham democracy, an authoritarian one-party state in form 
and substance, if not in name.

Last week’s election presents South Africa and its new 
Parliament with great opportunity and a prospect for 
renewal. But the opposite is also true: it’s also a moment 
of great peril. Let’s hope there’s enough common wisdom 
and deft leadership to choose the right path.

And given the arithmetic of the new Parliament, this is 
the one time when the wisdom of United States baseball 
icon Yogi Berra doesn’t apply. He said, “When you come to 
a fork in the road, take it.”

The choices made, or not made, in the next 14 days will 
determine our future for a very long time to come.

• �Tony Leon is the founding leader of the Democratic 
Alliance, the longest serving leader of the official 
opposition in Parliament since the advent of democracy, 
and a former ambassador. He’s the chairperson of a 
communications company.

The future of how South Africa’s Parliament 
will be made up is in the balance
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Don’t let haters get their way
The source of  qual i ty  content ,  news and ins ights

There are bad people in this world, but there are 
far more good people around. There are also 
those who go off the deep end and perpetrate 

crimes, even murder. This isn’t news in a country 
with a ridiculously high crime rate. Truth is, just like 
any community in this country, Jewish people aren’t 
absolved from committing crime. It does happen.

However, it’s racist and hateful to tar the entire 
community with the same brush as someone arrested 
for murder. More than that, it’s intolerable to use a 
crime that one person may have committed to inspire 
violence and hatred towards an entire community. 
This is exactly what our haters are doing right now. It 
is reprehensible in the extreme.

I’m speaking of the horrendous attack on Halima Hoosen-Preston and her family 
in Durban, in which this Muslim mother was murdered, and her husband and child 
stabbed, allegedly by a Jewish man. This tragedy being bandied around as a hate crime 
to do with Israel and Palestinians is a horrific murder allegedly perpetrated by a man 
whose estranged wife was close friends with Hoosen-Preston. This is a heinous crime. 
It’s totally unforgiveable, and needs to be judged appropriately in a court of law. If the 
man is guilty, he should be given the maximum sentence, no questions asked. Murder is 
murder.

However, whatever was going on in his head and caused this to happen didn’t have 
anything to do with the Jewish community. Whatever his reasons, it wasn’t something 
that was acceptable to us or agreed upon by us. He was 100% a lone ranger in what he 
did. He’s also a man known to be schizophrenic, bipolar, and to have a substance-abuse 
problem, according to court submissions.

As most people are aware, South African Jews aren’t violent, and we don’t want to be 
at war with anyone. It’s painful enough for us knowing that our brethren in Israel are at 
war, but here, we’re not at war with the Muslim community or any other community.

Those who are building this murder up to be about the war between Israel and Hamas 
are committing a massive hate crime. It must stop now!

This crime isn’t about Muslims and Jews. This is a horrific attack perpetrated by a 
murderer, not someone advocating for others.

Even the family of the man arrested has distanced themselves from him, vowing 
not to pay for his defence. If even his family isn’t coming to his defence, surely this 
is reason enough to see that this isn’t about politics?

There’s enough distress in our country, our communities, and our world without 
constructing a fake battle that isn’t happening.

People like some of those in Africa 4 Palestine, the Economic Freedom Fighters, 
and the Al Jama-ah party that have turned this into a hate crime are criminal 
in their intent. They are pushing for violence, which is unconscionable. There 
seems to be some kind of glee in turning this into something about Israel and the 
Palestinians to stoke a fire that our community leaders are trying hard to ensure 
doesn’t ignite. It could lead to further tragedies.

Let’s put a lid on this now! This murder is tragic enough, we don’t need any more 
violence. We need to be sensible, calm, and rational on all sides. We need to bring to 
a halt all the hate speech about this on social media.

Though we acknowledge that people have taken sides on the war between Israel 
and Hamas, Jews and Muslims have lived side by side in South Africa, and continue 
to do so.

In most suburbs where Jews live, Muslims live, and vice versa. We go to the same 
shopping centres, gyms, hang out at the same coffee shops. There’s no hatred or 
bloodthirstiness for each other. Ultimately, we’re brethren. So, please don’t allow those 
who actually have made it their business to hate to turn Muslims against Jews, and vice 
versa. We aren’t those people, and we mustn’t become them.

Last week, our country held the most incredible election. It was democracy at its 
best. We don’t know what the future brings. We have no choice but to trust that the 
horse trading that’s happening between political parties will bring the results we South 
Africans want.

What we don’t need is hot headedness, people being impulsive or foolish in any area 
of South Africa. We need to stay calm and level headed, moving forward day by day 
without distress.

It doesn’t take much to put a spark to the various tinderboxes that exist in our 
country and world.

We’re sitting on a knife edge, and need to find the calm and positivity to get us 
through to the other side where there’s clarity for our future and peace. We don’t know 
whether the African National Congress (ANC) will jump into bed with former President 
Jacob Zuma’s uMkhonto weSizwe party or cosy up to the Democratic Alliance (DA) 
and the Inkatha Freedom Party. Those are just two iterations which would bring two 
extremes in terms of our future.

Zuma is making threats and using interesting strategies to force his way back into 
ruling the country. Many of these are threats of violence. My hope is that sense will 
prevail, and the ANC will join hands with the DA and take our country forward.

I do believe most South Africans want the same thing, something only a party 
like the DA can bring home. We all want a growing economy, jobs for the jobless, 
investment, food on people’s tables, a good education for our children, and peace 
and stability. It doesn’t seem like a lot to ask, so here’s hoping sense prevails in the 
microcosm and macrocosm.

Shabbat Shalom and chag Shavuot sameach!
Peta Krost
Editor

We won’t be publishing next week as it’s Shavuot. We’ll be back on 20 June.
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Elections bring uncertainty but opportunity
mandy wieneropinion

At the South African Jewish 
Board of Deputies election 
debate a fortnight before the 

polls, the Patriotic Alliance’s Kenny 
Kunene, deadpan, told the audience 
that he had been to Israel to learn 
about how coalitions work. Of course, 
there are places where coalitions do 
work – like Germany – and places 
where coalitions don’t work. Like 
Israel.

South Africa is now faced with 
the reality of having to navigate 
this new political landscape 
of negotiating coalitions at 
national level. Negotiating teams 
have been appointed and this 
week, meetings are taking place 
between representatives of parties 
who were able to win seats in 
government. There’s an enormous 
amount at stake, and the country 
is in flux as our future is being 
determined.

Some parties have gone into 
these talks stronger or weaker 
than anticipated, depending on 
their respective election results. 
The key narratives of these elections 
have been the implosion of the 
African National Congress (ANC), 
the surprising success of former 
President Jacob Zuma’s uMkhonto 
weSizwe (MK) party, and the arrival 
of the Patriotic Alliance as a potential 
kingmaker.

The ANC effectively lost eighteen 
percentage points in these polls. 
That’s a massive knock. Over the past 

two decades, the ANC in government 
has been responsible for economic 
decline, depressed growth, huge 
unemployment, infrastructure 
collapse, impaired service delivery, 
state capture, and widespread tender 
corruption. Voters had enough. What 
also became evident was that the 
electorate didn’t seem too swayed 
by the ANC’s support of Gaza at the 
International Court of Justice, in 

fact it seems to have cost the party 
support. But what really dented the 
ANC ultimately was the success of 
its former leader, Jacob Zuma, who 
bizarrely remains a member of the 
ANC.

Why was Zuma and MK so 
successful? MK is now the third 
largest party in South Africa, with 
14.58% of the national vote and 
58 seats in the National Assembly. 

In KwaZulu-Natal, MK emerged 
as the most popular party with an 
astonishing 46% of the votes.

After the “nine wasted years”, the 
Guptaleaks, state capture, the arms 
deal corruption, the destruction 
of state-owned entities, and 
infrastructure collapse, why would 
nearly two and a half million South 
Africans vote for Jacob Zuma?

Is it as simple as tribalism or 
ethnicity as some analysts 
have suggested? Zuma 
is MK and MK is Zuma. 
Zuma is a Trumpian figure 
in our politics, and this is 
a case of identity politics. 
The ongoing court cases 
against Zuma have cast 
him as a victim of the 
ANC and the political 
establishment. His 
populist appeal resonated 
with voters.

This is also protest 
politics. MK supporters felt 
neglected and isolated by 
the ANC in KwaZulu-Natal. 

If MK supporters actually read the 
party’s manifesto, I doubt they would 
vote in support of its policies, which 
include replacing the Constitution; 
holding a referendum on the death 
penalty; nationalising everything; 
and reversing reforms.

The ANC is now at a watershed 
moment. It effectively has to make 
a choice between constitutional 
democracy and anarchy. This week is 

monumental in determining which 
path the country takes. It’s terrifying 
but it’s also exciting. There’s so much 
opportunity and promise.

According to the Constitution, the 
first sitting of the National Assembly 
must take place 14 days after the 
results are declared. There are several 
potential scenarios that could emerge 
from the negotiations with multiple 
permutations.

Investors, economists, and 
citizens like you and I are watching 
developments closely.

It’s possible that deals could 
be done that have an impact at 
provincial and national level. 
Provinces like KwaZulu-Natal or 
Gauteng could be used as bargaining 
chips at national level – a premiership 
in exchange for support in the 
National Assembly as an example.

Among the more spoken-about 
scenarios that have emerged are:
• �A GNU – government of national 

unity that would include all parties 
in government;

• �ANC plus Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) plus the Patriotic 
Alliance (or Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP)) or ANC plus MK;

• �A centrist coalition between the 
ANC, Democratic Alliance (DA), 
and the IFP, with all parties in 
government;

• �The super opposition – ANC plus 
DA plus IFP, but parties remain in 
opposition; or

• �ANC becomes minority government 

without coalition 
partners.
What the most 

likely scenario is at this point is the 
ANC doing a deal with the DA and the 
IFP, but these parties stay “outside” of 
government in what is being called a 
confidence/supply agreement.

The ANC retains control of the 
executive in a minority government, 
and the DA and IFP take on positions 
of oversight in Parliament including 
speaker and chairpersons of portfolio 
committees. Helen Zille calls this 
the “super opposition scenario”. The 
DA and IFP would support the ANC 
against votes of no confidence, and 
with the passing of budgets.

However, there’s always the 
possibility that the faction within the 
ANC that prefers a coalition with MK 
or EFF wins out. Economists warn 
that this would have a considerable 
impact on investor confidence and 
the rand will tank as it will signal the 
reversal of reforms.

It’s now up to our elected political 
leaders to negotiate on our behalf and 
in the interests of the country. This 
requires political maturity. There’s the 
potential that coalitions will fail as 
they have in the City of Johannesburg 
and in Israel. But there’s also the 
potential for politicians to chart a 
new way forward. We’re witnessing 
history. Anything could happen.

• �Mandy Wiener is a broadcaster and 
author.

Opposition parties will need to work together  
in the new coalition government
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How the Muslim community betrayed the ANC
howard sacksteinopinion

Last week wasn’t a good week for the 
African National Congress (ANC). Not 
only was it decimated in South Africa’s 

general election, dropping 17% in the polls, 
losing its parliamentary majority and four 
provinces, but South Africa’s revolutionary 
liberation movement discovered that it had 
been betrayed by some of its closest allies.

Lured into a deceptive trap, concocted 
by Dr Naledi Pandor, South Africa’s jihadi 
foreign minister, the ANC had thrown its 
entire weight behind South Africa’s Muslim 
community, pandering to its Hamas 
supporting extremist wing and turning its 
back on the South African Jewish community, 
many of whom had been long-time allies, 
financial backers of South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, and activists in the anti-
apartheid struggle for the country’s liberation.

Pandor, a convert to Islam, had led her 
government down an economic black 
hole with her anti-Western foreign policy, 
supporting Hamas, targeting Israel, attacking 
Morocco, and her rapprochement with 
Iran. Her rabid anti-American vitriol, and 
her threats that America would be the next 
target at the International Criminal Court, 
has caused the cancellation of numerous 
American investments in South Africa 
and jeopardised South Africa’s ongoing 
membership of the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act, together with it 200 000 
local South African jobs.

One of the most iconic moments of the 
2024 general elections campaign was a social 
media video post of an animated, hysterical 
Muslim man, zealously ranting to a smiling 
Ramaphosa how the Muslim community 
would vote for the president and the ANC.

Ramaphosa actively courted the Muslim 
community, pandering to its needs; taking 
Israel to the International Court of Justice; 
bowing down in Muslim prayer at mosque; 
celebrating Iftar with Muslim leaders; 
shouting “From the river to the sea, Palestine 
will be free”; and sporting Palestinian fancy 
dress regalia. Ramaphosa wasn’t alone. The 
president’s deputy, Paul Mashatile, also 
joined the Muslim community in prayer and 
apparel. Palestinian scarves and keffiyehs 
became as prolific at ANC gatherings and 
news conferences as the ill-fitting yellow 
t-shirt.

Pandor telephoned Hamas shortly after the 
7 October Hamas invasion of Israel, according 

spite of the evacuation order. We’re 
going door to door, asking those in their 
homes to evacuate immediately.”

Six IDF reservists and five citizens were 
treated for smoke inhalation.

About 15 active fire sites were reported in 
the Galilee-Golan region alone, which Israeli 
media said resulted mostly from rocket fire 
on a day as hot as 43 degrees centigrade 
in Kiryat Shmona and the Kinneret (Sea of 
Galilee).

Former Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 
had harsh criticism for the government.

“These are tough days, but the sense that 
there’s someone in charge, even in difficult 

times, isn’t a luxury, it’s an existential need. 
We must save the north. The Galilee is going 
up in flames. The fire is spreading,” Bennett 
said, referring to Hezbollah’s intensified 
rocket and drone attacks.

“Beautiful and flourishing places have 
turned into heaps of rubble. Some residents 
who were evacuated are already planning 
their lives elsewhere. This is a grave strategic 
event, and can in no way be normalised. The 
north’s abandonment is dangerous for our 
future. The prime minister must begin to 
manage, and now.”

National Security Minister Itamar Ben 
Gvir visited Kiryat Shmona for a situational 

to Hamas, to congratulate it on the success 
of its Al Aqsa Flood operation, a comment 
denied by Pandor. South Africa and the ruling 
party, have twice hosted Hamas in  
South Africa in the past eight months, and 
hosted the Global  
Anti-Apartheid Conference for Palestine 
in Sandton and representatives of the 
International Union of Muslim Scholars, the 
European Muslim Council, the US Council of 
Muslim Organisations, and an array of local 
Muslim bodies.

The ANC manifesto launch at the Moses 
Mabhida Stadium on 24 February 2024 was 
hijacked by the Muslim community.

At the ANC’s closing election rally, at Soccer 
City just outside Johannesburg, a huge 
Palestinian flag featured prominently, while 
there were no South African flags in sight. 

Palestine has been front and centre of the 
ANC’s election campaign and in return, the 
Muslim community promised its electoral 
support for the ANC and its assistance to oust 
the Democratic Alliance (DA) from power in 
the Western Cape. The Muslim community 
constitute a mere 1.2% of South Africa’s 
electorate but a full 6% of voters in the 
Western Cape.

But history has a habit of repeating itself. 
In 1948, Field Marshal Jan Smuts, arguably 
one of South Africa’s greatest statesmen, 
was ousted from power by an electorate 
gatvol of Smuts’s preoccupation with the 
international community. Smuts had served 
as minister in the Imperial War Cabinet in 
World War I; had conceived of the League 
of Nations; helped draft the United Nations 
Charter; and served as one of the key allies to 

Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill during 
World War II. So important was Smuts to the 
Allied forces, a plan was concocted in 1940 
for Smuts to become prime minister of the 
United Kingdom should anything happen to 
Churchill.

But the voters turned on Smuts in the 
same way they turned on the ANC.

After 30 years of ANC corruption, 
criminality, incompetence, and failure to 
deliver services to country, the people had 
simply had enough.

As the election results were announced on 
Sunday evening,  
2 June 2024, it became clear that the ANC 
had lost 3.56 million votes compared to the 
election held five years previously.

The citizens of Gaza hadn’t voted in these 
elections, and the Muslim community hadn’t 
voted for the ANC either.

In the Western Cape provincial elections, 
where the ANC had banked on the Islamic 
vote to oust the DA, the ANC’s support 
reduced by 9% from 28.6% to 19.55%, 
shedding 204 202 voters in the process. The 
Muslims had betrayed the ANC, co-opting it 
into their agenda, but failing to support it at 
the polls.

The example of Muslim betrayal is even 
more stark if you examine voting patterns in 
areas where large Muslim populations reside 
in the Western Cape.

We took the areas of Bo-Kaap, Woodstock, 
Athlone, Bonteheuwel, Valhalla Park, Rylands, 
Rondebosch East, Lansdowne, Salt River, 

and Manenberg, and 
randomly selected 29 
voting districts to analyse.

The results of the national election are 
stark. The ANC lost voters in 21 of the 29 
voting districts analysed, although there 
was a major decline in voter participation 
throughout the province, dropping from 
66.05% in 2019 to 58.64% this month.

As a percentage of votes, the ANC share of 
votes declined in 18 of the 29 voting districts 
analysed.

Ironically, many votes were lost to the 
vocally Israel aligned Patriotic Alliance.

For voters in the Western Cape, Palestine 
wasn’t a central issue in deciding to whom 
they should gift their vote. Voters chose 
service delivery over radical ideology, and 
believed that the DA would deliver them and 
their children a better future. The DA has 12 
Muslim councillors in Cape Town, the ANC 
none.

The ANC has been taken for a ride, it has 
been betrayed, and it should have learned 
the lesson that Chris de Burgh taught us all 
in 1982:

“Whatever you do 
Don’t pay the ferryman 
Don’t even fix a price 
Don’t pay the ferryman 
Until he gets you to the other side” 
 
• �Howard Sackstein is a political analyst, and 

the chairperson of the SA Jewish Report. He 
writes in his personal capacity.

assessment, on Tuesday, 4 June, and demanded “war”. 
“They’re burning us here. All Hezbollah strongholds 
should be burned, they should be destroyed. War!” 
he cried.

Hezbollah’s attacks in the north have led to the 
deaths of 10 Israeli civilians and 14 Israeli soldiers and 
reservists.

On Tuesday, Israel’s war cabinet convened to 
discuss the situation in the north. IDF Chief of Staff 
Herzi Halevi stated that Israel was nearing a decision 
on whether to launch war against Hezbollah. “We’re 
approaching the point where a decision will have to 
be made, and the IDF is prepared and ready for this 
decision. We’ve been striking here for eight months, 
and Hezbollah is paying a very high price. Hezbollah 
has increased its attacks in recent days, and we’re 
prepared after a very good process of training up 
to the level of a general staff exercise to move to an 
offensive in the north. Strong defence, readiness for an 
offensive, we’re approaching a decision point.”

For the Israeli public, the situation in the north 
is becoming increasingly untenable and patience 
is wearing thin. The north is on fire, and the eyes 
of the world are shut. Israel needs to take decisive 
measures sooner rather than later. Our citizens 
deserve nothing less. 

• �Rolene Marks is a Middle East commentator often 
heard on radio and TV and is the co-founder of Lay of 
the Land and the SA-Israel Policy Forum.

>>Continued from page 2

All eyes on Israel’s north

Firefighters in Kiryat Shmona fighting the blaze 
caused by rocket attacks from Hezbollah
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President Cyril Ramaphosa praying 
with Muslim community leaders




