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NICOLA MILTZ

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein 
wore a small yellow ribbon 
on his lapel to address 

the momentous inauguration on 
Wednesday, 19 June, of President 
Cyril Ramaphosa as he ushered in a 
government of national unity (GNU).

In his prayer, the chief rabbi blessed 
the government of national unity, and 

not the president per se, asking for the 
protection of all decent “law-abiding”, 
“G-d-fearing” people, encouraging 
investment, growth of the economy, 
job creation, and the banishment of 
unemployment.

He went on to “inspire all members 
of the GNU to live by the calling to great 
leadership”, to use their power to be of 

service and to lead by “the highest of 
ideals” in order to create a “peaceful 
and prosperous South Africa”.

Goldstein was one of the interfaith 
leaders invited to bless the president 
and the ceremonial event marking 
Ramaphosa’s second term of office.

It was the first time in many months 
that the chief rabbi was seen publicly 
addressing politicians and dignitaries. 
Jewish representatives weren’t invited 
to give a prayer at the final election rally 

of the former ruling party, the African 
National Congress (ANC), as 

they had been at every 
event since the dawn 

of democracy.
There have 

been months 
of strained 
relations 
between 
members of 
the Jewish 

community 
and the ANC in 

the wake of the 
Hamas massacre of  

7 October last year. 
This, following the ANC’s 

obsessive anti-Israel stance 
since the massacre, in which  

1 200 were murdered and more than 
250 hostages taken by Hamas terrorists 
into Gaza.

Tensions continued to boil when 
South Africa took Israel to the 
International Court of Justice accusing 
it of genocide. This was followed by 
keffiyeh-clad ANC leaders, including 
Ramaphosa, being seen welcoming 
and embracing several Hamas leaders 

on different occasions. They 
were also seen chanting the 
genocidal “From the river 
to the sea” cry at public 
gatherings.

The inauguration was also 
the first time in months that 
members of the communal 
leadership were seen at 
the same gathering as 
International Affairs and  
Co-operation Director Naledi 
Pandor, who was programme 
director for the proceedings.

“I proudly wore a yellow 
ribbon to remind myself 
and all my fellow citizens, 
including the president and 
all who were there today, that 
no civilised nation can rest 
until evil is defeated and the 
hostages are freed,” Goldstein 
told the SA Jewish Report.

The ribbon contrasted 
sharply with the keffiyeh worn 
by the leader of the Muslim 
Judicial Council during his 
prayer delivered shortly before 
the chief rabbi.

Goldstein said he “felt conflicted” 
about how to respond to an invitation 
from the GNU to deliver a prayer at the 
inauguration.

“On the one hand, South Africa’s 
new government of national unity 
represents the best prospects for the 
success of our country: economic 
development, political stability, poverty 
alleviation, and the upliftment of more 
than 60 million South Africans.

“On the other, the GNU includes 
a president and a ruling party which 

remain unrepentant antagonists of 
Israel.”

He questioned whether the 
community should support the 
government of national unity, saying, 
“Should we pray for it? Should we be 
part of helping it succeed?”

“In answering these questions, we 
can draw on the example of David 
Ben Gurion,” the chief rabbi said. “In 
1939, the British government released 
an infamous white paper curtailing 
Jewish immigration to Israel and 

effectively abandoning Europe’s Jews 
to extermination. As war broke out, Ben 
Gurion faced an impossible dilemma 
– whether to join the British army 
and support the government whose 
reprehensible white paper had left Jews 
to be slaughtered, or to refuse to join 
the British army and thereby strengthen 
Nazi Germany.

“Ben Gurion decided to embrace 
the contradiction, responding to the 
dilemma with the famous words, ‘We’ll 

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren 
Goldstein saying a prayer at 
the inauguration

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren 
Goldstein at the 

inauguration

Continued on page 11>>
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Some say this weeks’ 
parsha, Beha’alotcha 
uniquely encompasses 

three books of the Torah.
The Gemara (Shabbos116a) explains that the two 

pasuk portion in our sedra (10:35-36) of “Vayehi 
binsoah ha’aron” is considered a sefer of the Torah in 
its own right as they are bracketed by inverted letter 
“nuns”. According to this view, we have not five, but 
seven books of the Torah as the book of Bamidbar is 
not one but three books – one before pasuk 10:35; 
one after pasuk 10:36; and pasuk 10:35-36 itself.

This is done as a separation between two outwardly 
negative events for which the Israelites suffered 
punishment as a result. The first was because of the 
fact that “they travelled from the mountain of Hashem 
– a three day journey” [Bamidbar 10:33]. The Talmud 
compares their departure from har Sinai to “a child 
running away from school”. The Ramban adds that 
they were afraid that if they stayed at har Sinai any 
longer, the Almighty would pile additional mitzvos 
upon them.

The second punishment was because of the 
misoninim (complainers). Rashi explains that their 
complaint centred on the fact that they wanted to 
eat meat, and were fed up with the daily portion of 
manna that they had received miraculously.

In halacha, doing something three consecutive 
times becomes a pattern and establishes something as 
having a new status, a chazokah in Hebrew. The middle 
book, therefore, interrupts this pattern of negativity 

before it can be established as a new 
defining status for the Jewish people.

This is an extraordinary lesson for 
us. Hashem was willing to break up 
the chronology of the Torah to teach 
us to be sensitive when dealing with 
negativity. Once something becomes 
a pattern, it’s hard to break free from 
it. From this, we see the importance 
of breaking a bad streak and working 
on rehabilitation. The Torah recognises 
how hard it is to break out of a negative 

cycle. We all know the difficulties 
involved in shaking ourselves loose 
from our own bad habits, and know 
that if only we had nipped them in 
the bud before they became strongly 
rooted in our personalities, we wouldn’t 
be in the position in which we find 
ourselves. With all the good intentions 
in the world, it still takes tremendous 
willpower to change, once a chazokah of 
negative behaviour has set in.

Shabbat shalom.

Negativity interrupted
Rabbi Ryan Goldstein 

Muizenberg Hebrew 
Congregation

Torah Thought
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United States (US) VicePresident 
Kamala Harris screened Screams 
Before Silence at the White House 

on Monday, 17 June, in part to refute 
denialism of Hamas’s sexual violence as 
exposed in the documentary produced by 
Sheryl Sandberg.

“We cannot look away, and we will not be 
silent,” Harris said ahead of the screening 
to a room packed with representatives of 
women’s and human rights groups. “My 
heart breaks for all these survivors and 
their families, and for all the pain and 
suffering from the past eight months in 
Israel and in Gaza.”

Sandberg, the former chief operating 
officer of social media giant Meta, produced 
the film to counter denialism of sexual 
violence that took place on 7 October, when 
Hamas terrorists massacred more than  

1 200 people in Israel, and the sexual 
assault endured by some of the hostages 
Hamas terrorists abducted that day.

“Some pretty mainstream people are either 
ignoring or worse denying this happened,” 
Sandberg told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
after the screening. “So this aspect gets to 
the heart of what people need to believe to 
understand what happened and what this 
kind of terror really is.”

Sandberg’s public condemnation of 
rape as an act of war in November and 
the subsequent documentary represents 
some of the most potent efforts in a broad 
campaign to call attention to the use of 
sexual violence on and after 7 October, 
which is a war crime. Jewish advocates 
pressed the United Nations for months to 
acknowledge and condemn Hamas’s use of 
sexual violence before the body did so in 
March. A number of international women’s 
organisations were also slow to recognise 
the sexual violence of 7 October, said Sheila 
Katz, the chief executive of the National 
Council of Jewish Women, who was present 
at the screening and counting the  
non-Jewish organisations in the room.

“Sheryl now has given us a platform to 
show interviews of what took place to make 
sure that more people can call this out and 
more people can engage with it,” Katz said 
in an interview.

Amit Soussana, a former hostage and 
one of the sexual assault survivors who 
is extensively interviewed in the film, 
appeared at the event.

“Being in captivity means having no 
control over your mind, body, or soul,” 
she said. “You have absolutely no control 
over what happens to you. All your basic 
human rights are taken from you. Even 
your feelings are completely controlled by 
someone else.”

Soussana revealed after her release that 

one of her Hamas captors had assaulted her. 
“The sexual assault I experienced should 
never happen to any human being under 
any circumstances. No-one should ever be 
sexually violated, and there are no justifying 
circumstances for these crimes,” she said.

Soussana seemed to want to reassure 

the audience that she was in recovery. “I 
don’t see myself as a victim. I’m a strong, 
independent woman, and no-one can 
change that,” she said, pointing out, “It will 
always be a part of my story, but in time the 
trauma will subside.”

Harris and Sandberg both called for 
an end to the war and the release of the 
hostages, of whom as many as 80 are 
thought to remain alive. “President [Joe] 
Biden and I have made clear that Hamas 
needs to accept the deal that’s on the 

table for a ceasefire which would bring the 
hostages home and lead to a permanent 
end to hostilities,” said Harris, who said she 
feared that more accounts of sexual violence 
would emerge as more hostages were freed.

Biden has blamed Hamas for the current 
impasse in the US-proposed deal, which 

would start with a temporary ceasefire and an 
exchange of hostages for Palestinian prisoners, 
and then would possibly end the war. The 
Netanyahu government hasn’t made clear 
whether it accepts the terms.

Harris framed the event as part of an 
initiative she’s spearheading to raise awareness 
about conflict-related sexual violence. A panel 
of experts on the issue of sexual violence 
spoke, including Nadia Murad, the Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate who is a survivor of the Islamic 
State’s genocide of the Yazidi people.

White House shows ‘Screams’, debunks Hamas’s rape denial

United States Vice President Kamala Harris 
speaking about conflict-related sexual 
violence at the White House on 17 June
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SANDRINGHAM | R 1 299 000

Asking more. Modern simplex in an estate with views of 
Golf course. 2 Bedrooms, 2 modern bathrooms. Extended 
lounge and dining room with fitted cupboards. Private 
garden. Well-fitted granite top kitchen with gas hob. 2 
parking spaces and 24 hour security. Complex swimming 
pool and playground for children.

Web Ref: JRL68202 2

FAIRMOUNT | R 1 999 000

Asking more. Executive style cluster with exquisite finishes. 
2 to 3 Bedroom cluster. 2 Bathrooms, guest toilet. An 
exciting “Ferrari” red Kitchen with separate scullery. Dining 
and lounge. Intimate garden. Built in study area. Single 
garage plus 2  parking spaces. 24-Hour security. Walking 
distance to shuls, schools and shops in the area.

Web Ref: JRL166102 2

www.jawitz.co.za | Registered with the PPRA Buy   Sell   Rent   Manage   Own

WAVERLEY | R 4 100 000

Charm & character abound in this soulful family home. A 
truly, stunning entertainment area and garden with tennis 
court. 3/4 receptions, 4beds, 4baths, staff, 3 garages + 
tons of extra parking, beautiful Oregon hardwood floors. 
A special home that promises any new owner a wonderful 
lifestyle.

Web Ref: JRL187984 4

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

MORNINGSIDE | R 1 599 000

North facing Duplex Apartment. Stunning views. Main 
Bedroom ensuite bath & shower with Juliette balcony. 2nd 
bedroom ensuite/shower with balcony. O/P living/dining 
leading to entertainers patio. O/P kitchen + scullery with 
space for 4 appliances. Guest Loo. 2 Covered parkings. 
Safe & secure. 24/7security. Genuine Seller.

Web Ref: JRL184782 2.5

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229 Sandra Luntz: 083 679 1247

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229 
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TALI FEINBERG

Former South African olah Shelley Liss Barkan is risking her 
life living in the northern Israel town of Shlomi long after 
it was evacuated because of Hezbollah rocket attacks in 

October. She’s one of just a few remaining residents who didn’t 
leave despite being on the firing line of Hezbollah rockets and 
living under the shadow of war.

Liss Barkan is one of several South African olim who have 
chosen to stay in the north despite the possibility of war with 
Lebanon growing by the hour.

Deeply committed to her home, her family, her job as a teacher, 
even her animals that she didn’t want to abandon, Liss Barkan is 
also risking her life by staying in the north for a crucial reason: to 
feed soldiers.

“When the war started, I decided to cook for the soldiers 
because I noticed that they weren’t getting hot meals, only 
army rations,” she says. “So, I started in my own little kitchen. 
My sister in Los Angeles raised donations from the Jewish 
community there. That’s how I got the ball rolling.”

The mayor of Shlomi gave her a larger kitchen to use for as 
long as war went on. Today, she and a team of brave volunteers 
provide 3 500 hot meals for soldiers in the north on a Friday. 
For most soldiers, it’s the only hot meal they will eat in the week. 
During the week, they also make about 400 meals.

Liss Barkan has been just metres away from falling rockets. “It’s 
scary, but not enough for me to move out,” she says. “I will leave 
only if I have absolutely no choice.” Her adult children live on 
Kibbutz Hanita, which is very far north, and Nahariya. “Hanita 
is very dangerous, so of course I worry. But there are families 
who have lost their children, not to mention the hostages, so I 
consider myself lucky,” she says.

Michelle Aharon, another South African olah, has chosen 
to stay in her town of Katzrin, which is seen as the 
“capital” of the Golan 
Heights. “We hear the 
rockets, smoke comes 
into our house, jets are 
constantly over our heads, 
even at night,” she says. 
Rockets have landed close 
to her home, friends’ 
homes, her kids’ school, the 
supermarket, and the soccer 
field. Fire and smoke often 
comes too close for comfort. 
A rocket landed in the front 
yard of a home just 1.5km 
from her home.

Aharon lived in Israel many 
years ago, then in South Africa, 
returning to Israel in 2022. 
She and her husband chose to 
settle in the north for its quieter 
lifestyle, close-knit community, 
and access to nature. They are 
extremely settled and would hate 
to uproot their 14-year-old son 
and seven-year-old daughter. In 
addition, no-one has chosen to 
leave the town or been evacuated. So, for now, they stay.

She says many children have become extremely anxious, 
including her own. Her daughter won’t sleep in her own room, 
and won’t go to the bathroom or shower alone. The family sees a 

therapist to work through these anxieties.
Parents are also anxious. “You don’t let them go out as much 

anymore. You’re constantly checking up on them, ensuring that 
they have a phone with them, that there’s a bomb shelter near 
them, that their friend’s home has a safe room,” says Aharon. As 
a teacher, “We’ve had to do drills at school so that the kids are 
used to it and we know how to deal with it.”

Paul Mirbach, who has lived on Kibbutz Tuval since the 1980s, 
says his kibbutz hasn’t yet been 
targeted. Even if there was a war, he 
would never consider leaving. “I built 
Tuval. It’s as much a part of me as an 
arm or a leg. I cannot contemplate 
living anywhere else,” he says. “I 
want to be a part of whatever Tuval 
endures. Our children are grown 
up and don’t live here, so that 
consideration isn’t relevant.”

Regarding a war with Hezbollah, 
“It terrifies me, because I cannot 
see us succeeding right now,” 
Mirbach says. “Our soldiers are 
exhausted, and to fight another 
war while we’re mired in Gaza, 
is folly. We need to end the war 
in Gaza and recuperate before 
we would have a chance of 
achieving anything in Lebanon. 
Every day that we delay 
bringing our hostages home 
exhausts us and makes a war 
with Hezbollah a disaster 
waiting to happen. It would be 
a death trap for our soldiers 

and a huge strategic blunder. But if 
there’s a war, we’ll deal with it.”

Taryn Rubin lives on Moshav Nov in the southern Golan 
Heights. “In the first few days and weeks after 7 October, it was 
quite scary as my moshav is a few kilometres from the Syrian 
border, so it was a feeling of ‘all hell’s broken loose’ and we could 

be next. But pretty quickly, security was restored. There have 
been a few rockets from Syria.

“The reason we’ve stayed is that ultimately, we feel safe. The 
situation for Jews is better here than overseas. Even if there is 
a war, there’s a whole country to look after you, so you’re not as 
vulnerable as anywhere else.

“You can definitely feel things heating up, so the possibility of 
a war with Lebanon is highly likely,” she says. Some families that 
have been evacuated from other northern towns have come to 
her moshav. “They need to return home, and the only way to do 
that is to secure the border.”

Craig Sher, who lives with his family on Moshav Hazorim in 
the lower Galilee, says, “Up until now, we had limited exposure 
to rockets. The general atmosphere is that war with Hezbollah is 
a necessary evil because a repeat of what happened in the Gaza 
area isn’t an option.”

However, he and his family wouldn’t leave if that came about. 
“We have 13 dogs, two horses, cats, ducks, geese, and chickens 
that rely on us, so we wouldn’t leave. Besides, where would we 
go? There are many from the north and south that have come 
here seeking protection,” Sher says.

Sid Kaplan is a founding member of Moshav Manof, and still 
lives there today. “We haven’t been affected by the bombardment 
because we live in the southern Galil, about 45km from the 
border. Life on Manof is quiet and ‘normal’, but things can 
change at any moment.

“To consider leaving Israel is out of the question,” he says. 
“Coming on aliya was the best decision I made. I’m a passionate 
Zionist and feel strongly that this is where we Jews belong.

“Tragically, there are so many people suffering from anxiety 
and a general feeling of helplessness,” says Kaplan. “There’s a 
constant fear of further attacks. The situation regarding those 
who have been evacuated is heartbreaking. They cannot return to 
their homes or jobs, and the economic and psychological effects 
are enormous.

“Israel cannot accept the existence of a terrorist army on any 
of its borders,” he says. “In Gaza, hopefully this immediate threat 
has been removed. For us living on Manof, war in the north isn’t 
a question of ‘if’ but ‘how’ and ‘when’. Pretty frightening. But we 
continue.”

‘We’re staying,’ say olim as Israel’s north heats up

The kitchen that Shelley 
Liss Barkan runs in the 
Northern Israel town 
of Shlomi which feeds 
thousands of soldiers

Fire from Hezbollah rockets, about 

four streets from the home of 

Michelle Aharon in Katzrin



The centre holds, 
democracy the winner

mandy wieneropinion

South Africa’s future is far more promising today 
than it was a week, a month, or even a year ago.

What we’ve just witnessed over the past 
fortnight in our country is a remarkable display of 
democracy.

We’ve also seen a demonstration of the realignment 
of our politics which brings with it the potential of real 
practical change.

While the actual voting process wasn’t perfect and the 
IEC’s (Electoral Commission of South Africa’s) practices 
were flawed in some aspects, the polls weren’t rigged 
and the election was free and fair.

The two weeks leading up to the first sitting of the 
National Assembly on Friday, 14 June, were defined 
by uncertainty and flux. The African National Congress 
(ANC), the liberation movement that had been in power 
for 30 years since 1994, had for the first time not won an 
outright majority.

This meant it had to weigh up its options. We weren’t 
sure which way the country was going to go. Would the 
ANC choose the path of a populist Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) or uMkhonto WeSizwe (MK) coalition, or 
would it go a more centrist route?

Ultimately it chose the safe, unifying option, and 
invited all parties to join a government of national unity 
(GNU).

For two weeks, behind closed doors, negotiations took 
place and South Africans held their anxiety.

Every day, I received phone calls and messages from 
members of our community desperate for any kind of 
insight or indication which way things would fall. We 
were undoubtedly at a crossroads.

By Friday morning, we still weren’t sure if a deal had 
been finalised. When members of Parliament (MPs) 
began the process of swearing in at the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre, we still weren’t sure.

We now know that it really did come down to the line 
because of a disagreement between the ANC and the 
Democratic Alliance (DA) over one specific clause and 
representation.

It was only two hours after the parliamentary sitting 
began that pen was finally put to paper and the deal 
between the ANC and the DA was formally signed.

What followed in the National Assembly was a 
beautiful demonstration of democracy. Parliament 
carried out its business with dignity and decorum as 
office bearers were elected. When problems arose, MPs 
followed the correct channels and they were resolved.

Chief 
Justice 
Raymond 
Zondo 
presided over 
the process 
with gravitas 
and respect. 
Once she 
was elected, 
Speaker 
Thoko Didiza 
was similarly 
firm and 
authoritative. 
In the 
provincial 
legislatures, 
the process 
followed suit 
and premiers were elected.

Ultimately the centre held, and Ramaphosa was  
re-elected as president, with the support of DA MPs.

The proceedings had a South African flavour about 
them. There was singing, verbal jousting, and hilarious 
quips from MPs. Only in South Africa can an opposition 
leader call the president corrupt, incompetent, and lazy 
and then go over and congratulate him on his re-election.

We may never know how close we truly came to the 
brink, but in the end, it was a peaceful transition of power 
from the sixth to the seventh administration. There has 
been none of the anarchy and lawlessness we witnessed 
in July 2021.

Law enforcement has been vigilant, and there has 
been deployment of additional forces to KwaZulu-Natal 
as former President Jacob Zuma’s MK party has upped its 
rhetoric.

It’s now running a comprehensive and deliberate 
misinformation campaign to undermine the credibility 
of the vote and the GNU. MK somehow also managed 
to fumble a successful campaign in KwaZulu-Natal, 
with 45% of the vote, and not transfer it into a coalition 
government. This means that it will be even more 
disgruntled.

There’s an ominous threat of violence, but law 
enforcement and intelligence officials would have learnt 
key lessons from what happened in 2021.

We now know that five parties have joined the GNU 
– the ANC; DA; Inkatha Freedom Party; Patriotic Alliance; 
and Good. The GNU has been lauded, and it does bring 
with it much hope and potential for recalibrating our 
government.

But it will also be a difficult new political landscape to 
navigate.

Ramaphosa’s first real challenge after being 
inaugurated will be the composition of his cabinet. He 
will need to keep the ANC’s tripartite alliance partners 
happy by including representatives from the unions 
and the South African Communist Party. He will then 
also have to find space in an already bloated cabinet 
for the GNU parties’ candidates. The real question will 
be whether the DA will be allocated key portfolios, and 
whether these could translate into tangible change in 
policy and delivery.

The ANC is also going to have to learn how to govern in 
this new reality. Its long held policy of cadre deployment 
will have to be reined in. This means networks of 
enrichment will be closed. The other GNU parties will 
also now have room to push back on the ANC’s policies. 
What happens when the first parliamentary committee 
sitting on the National Health Insurance (NHI) or the Basic 
Education Laws Amendment (Bela) bill comes into play?

Many have asked me about the government’s policy 
on the Middle East and the approach to the International 
Court of Justice. ANC Secretary General Fikile Mbalula has 
publicly stated that the GNU will have no impact on it, but 
in practice, it might be a bit different.

The DA will also have to redefine itself now that it’s part 
of government. Referring to the Phala Phala controversy, 
Helen Zille has already stated that the DA won’t vote to 
impeach a president it helped to elect. What then does 
this mean for the weakening of our opposition?

Julius Malema has already demonstrated his 
willingness to step up and assume the mantle of 
opposition leader in the absence of MK in Parliament. 

This may not actually be such a bad thing – we’ll 
need him and his MPs to be vocal.

It also means that the media, the judiciary, civil 
society, and chapter nine institutions will also have 
to be hyper vigilant.

The next five years won’t be perfect. The future is 
fraught with potential failure. But at least we’re not 
going to experience another five years of what we 
had before. There’s the potential for real progress 
and change. Hopefully the government’s reformist 
policies and close working relationships with the 
private sector will continue, and we’ll experience 
economic growth, job creation, and improved 
service delivery. The future really can be better  
than now.

• �Mandy Wiener is a broadcaster and author.

Lessons from Colombia:  
SA’s path forward ‘aint easy’

I’ve dined out countless times on my story 
of attending an investment conference in 
California nearly 13 years ago and meeting 

Colombia’s former president, Alvaro Uribe 
Vélez. The substance of Alvaro’s keynote address 
is as vital to me today as it was back then, 
particularly in light of the news on 14 June 
that South Africa would be administered by a 
government of national unity.

After decades of economic and political 
impotence, we’ve been given a fresh 
opportunity to reset our sights and become 
the nation we embraced so enthusiastically 
in 1994. Except, this time, we don’t have 
a Nelson Mandela to court the rest of the 
world, our economy is in tatters, and our state 
institutions are in a sad state of disrepair. 
A turnaround is certainly achievable, but 
will require a fresh mindset, hard work, and 
dutiful leadership.

In November 2011, I was invited to talk at 
an investment conference in Monarch Beach, 
California, hosted by a Canadian mining 
group. I was flown, business class, halfway 
around the world, accommodated in a suite 
at the St Regis Hotel fit for the Kardashians, 
all to deliver a short speech on local mining 
opportunities that most attendees, nursing 
tequila hangovers from the previous evening’s 
festivities, chose to skip.

Before the start of the conference, 
wandering lost and forlorn on the patio, a 
gentleman beckoned me to join his breakfast 
table. I extended my hand in appreciation 
and introduced myself, saying, “I’m David 
Shapiro, from Sasfin in Johannesburg.”

“I’m Alvaro Uribe,” he smiled, shaking 
my hand. “So, what do you do, Alvaro?” I 
enquired.

Vélez was president of Colombia from 2002 
until 2010. Colombia is the third largest 
Spanish speaking country in the world, after 
Mexico and Spain, with a population of 52 
million. Its economic output in 2011 was on 
par with South Africa.

In the opening address, he confessed that, 
since the nation declared independence 
from Spain in 1810, its liberty had been 
undermined by murders, terrorist attacks, 
and civil strife. In Colombia’s 200-year 
history, only 47 had been lived in relative 
peace. Up until he took office, Vélez couldn’t 
recall a single year of his life that was free of 
violence and unrest, perpetrated either by 
pro-Marxist groups on the left or paramilitary 
troops linked to narcotic traders, on the right.

Unacceptably high levels of crime and 
corruption were destroying hope in Colombia, 
scaring investors, raising unemployment, and 
driving out skills. Colombia in 2002 seemed 
strikingly familiar to where South Africa was 
back in 2010, and remains to this day – a 
nation low on confidence, floored by crime 
and corruption, and frustrated by a lack of 

investment, jobs, and capable administrators.
In Vélez’s eight-year term, he worked 

tirelessly and courageously with outstanding 
success, confronting the many issues that 
were dragging his country down. Three 
features in his presentation stood out for me, 
and remain germane as we seek to rebuild our 
belief in South Africa’s future.

In a talk to students when he first took 
office, he asked 
how many in 
the class wanted 
to leave the 
country. The 
entire audience 
put up their 
hands. He 
realised that 
without peace 
and security 
there would 
be no growth. 
No-one would 
invest in a 
country in 
which they 
didn’t want to 
live. Without 
skills and fiscal 
resources, the 

government couldn’t enhance the nation’s 
well-being.

The second element of his strategy, aimed 
at reclaiming people’s trust, was the belief 
that all citizens should participate in the 
administration’s decision-making process 
and, accordingly, he set up agencies in 
every region to promote dialogue, exchange 
ideas, and discuss policies. The hearings 
he introduced were open and publicly 
televised. His “communitary state” was a 
participative government with no division 
between left and right, no leanings towards 
liberalism, socialism, or bureaucracy. There 
would be no promises without solutions.

The third facet of his plan was to address 
bloated government offices. Vélez believed 
that the greater the number of bureaucrats, 
the poorer the country. He restructured 
more than 400 government departments, 
decreasing payroll and improving efficiency, 
along the way slashing the number of 
official motor vehicles by a third.

Unfortunately, space doesn’t allow me 
to cover his policies and the execution of 
these in greater detail. Crime diminished, 
support from the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank increased, private 
participation in the economy grew, exports 
rose four-fold, and the cultivation of illicit 
crops was slashed. Vélez’s efforts didn’t 
escape the rest of the world. In 2009, he 
was awarded America’s Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the country’s highest civilian 
decoration, for his work to improve the 
lives of his citizens.

All of this came at a price. Seventeen 
attempts were made on his life, cities were 
bombed, and senators, judges, and other 
officials were murdered.

At present, South Africa is filled with 
hope and expectation. Yet, after years of 
maladministration, there’s no easy path 
forward and investors know it. Even today, 
Colombia isn’t the haven Alvaro envisaged. 
If we want to prosper, it’s up to each one of 
us to demonstrate to the rest of the world 
that we’re on the road to recovery. And that 
starts with making South Africa a country 
in which we want to live, work, and bring 
up our children.

• �David Shapiro is a veteran stockbroker, 
market commentator, and chief global equity 
strategist for Sasfin Wealth.
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After years of maladministration, South Africa has a 
fresh chance to get its economy back on the right path

Chief Justice Raymond Zondo with President Cyril Ramaphosa at his inauguration
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NICOLA MILTZ

Eight months ago, a 21-year-old South African and 
her Israeli boyfriend were just two young lovers 
cherishing their time together in serene Be’eri, a 

co-operative kibbutz 5km from the Gaza Strip.
Their world was shattered on 7 October in the Hamas 

Sabbath massacre. The presence of Hamas terrorists 
forced them into a small safe room for 15 hours where 
they huddled together with his younger brother and cat. 
Gun-wielding terrorists who had breached Be’eri brutally 
murdered, ransacked, burnt, and destroyed everything 
around them. They had no way of comprehending the 
extent of the life-and-death struggle that took place 
outside their safe room, which ignited a major war that 
still rages.

Many close friends of Leora Baskin and Yonah Kahn, 
23 – not their real names for the sake of their safety – died 
that day. Dozens of homes, including Kahn’s parents’ 
house, were burnt to a smouldering cinder.

“We lost 10% of the community that day,” Kahn told 
the SA Jewish Report.

“There are still 11 hostages from Be’eri in Gaza, seven 
of them aren’t alive. I know them all well,” he said.

Be’eri , a largely secular, peaceful, left-wing farming 
community, was one of the worst affected as Hamas 
terrorists penetrated Israel from Gaza and attacked 
communities in the south.

The couple recently visited South Africa to tell their 
survival story. Brought here by Chabad of Savoy, Chabad 
of Strathavon, and the South African Zionist Federation, 
this is the first time in 18 months Baskin has seen her 
parents and brother, who live in Johannesburg.

“Israel is living but not living,” she told the SA Jewish 
Report.

“Young people are going to nature festivals and taking 
back the dancing after the massacre at the Nova festival 
but nothing is the same. Everyone is dealing with a lot,” 
said Baskin, who grew up in Johannesburg and made 
aliya three years ago.

Baskin said that weekend started much like any other 
– Shabbos with Kahn’s family and a braai planned for the 
following day.

At the crack of dawn, they awoke to what sounded like 
a heavy rainstorm, only to realise it was the familiar sound 
of rockets from Gaza and loud interceptions, something 
they had become used to.

They scurried into their safe room in their pyjamas at 
the sound of the red alarm, still unperturbed.

“Something was different though. It was louder and 
heavier, the doors and windows were shaking” said 
Baskin.

Said Kahn, “My brother, who lives 50m away, 
sounded anxious. I decided to go check on him, 
shirtless and with no shoes, leaving Leora half asleep in 
the safe room.”

It soon became clear to the brothers that they weren’t 
safe as terrorists were now shooting outside. They called 
frantically for help. In the meantime, Baskin struggled 
to close the heavy metal window of the safe room.

“Through the window, I could see neighbours with 
guns getting into formation, very unusual in a kibbutz,” 
she said.

Kahn’s close friend, who left the Nova festival earlier 
when the rockets from Gaza started, went back to Be’eri 
to try help protect the community.

He helped to secure the area, allowing the brothers to 
dash back to Baskin.

“I knocked over some pot plants and a bicycle to make 
it seem like my place had been ransacked,” said Kahn. This 
is what they believe may have saved them from attack.

Inside, they grabbed whatever they could find to 
protect themselves, a nun chuck stick and three kitchen 
knives, before sealing themselves inside the safe room.

“We only had three bottles of water between us,” said 
Baskin. Kahn panicked and battled to breathe. “I shut 
down. I told Leora and my brother to read the WhatsApp 
messages and check on everyone. My brother was very 
brave. He stayed next to the door but after a while, I saw 
that he also wasn’t coping so I somehow managed to take 

over from him,” said Kahn.
Cut off from the outside world, with only the distressing 

news from WhatsApp messages, their imaginations ran 
wild as screams and gunshots were heard outside.

Hours dragged by.
“It was all so confusing. I would drift off to sleep and 

then wake to more gun shots and noise,” said Baskin. 
They heard footsteps on the roof and believed them to be 
terrorists.

She tried to call her parents in Johannesburg but 
it being Shabbos, didn’t manage to get hold of them. 
Eventually they were tracked down and alerted.

They stopped hearing from Kahn’s parents, and 
grew worried. “We could only imagine what they were 
experiencing, having told us earlier that they were ok but 
that their house was on fire,” he said.

It turns out they were rescued after 11 hours huddling 
under a wet blanket battling to breathe from the smoke.

“It’s a miracle they survived, rescued three hours before 
us by strangers from another kibbutz who came to help,” 
said Kahn.

Finally, after what seemed like an eternity, they were 
rescued at about 20:30 by members of the Israel Defense 
Forces.

They didn’t believe it was the army because they had 
read messages about terrorists pretending to be soldiers.

“There were many soldiers outside. I was still holding 
a knife, totally terrified. People were dressed as they had 
woken up, shirtless, in pyjamas, only it was 15 hours 
later,” said Kahn.

“The soldiers arranged us in two lines, it was surreal like 
a scene out of a horror movie. The smell was unbearable, 
everything was smoky. We started walking, and Yonah 

shielded my eyes from the carnage. 
We were told to look down and 
walk.”

The kibbutz was evacuated to 
Netivot, where they were reunited 
with Kahn’s parents. “We hugged. 
It was very emotional. Yonah’s dad 
was still in his underwear, he had 
no shoes on,” she said.

“We saw a nine-year-old boy that 
we knew who told us his whole 
family had been killed. That was an 
impossible moment,” said Baskin.

After a few hours at Netivot, 
survivors were taken to hotels in 
the Dead Sea.

“We reached The David Hotel at 04:00 and I remember 
my brother wishing me happy birthday. I had forgotten 
my birthday was on 8 October,” said Kahn.

Five months afterwards, the couple finally found the 
strength to return home. With therapy and Shelby their 
emotional-support Labrador, they were among the first to 
return after spending time in Tel Aviv.

“Nothing is the same. It’s still a warzone. We can hear 
and feel every blast,” said Baskin.

“We chose to go back because someone has to help 
rebuild. Many don’t have that choice,” said Kahn. “At 
first, I felt like my life had ended. We had all lost way too 
much to go back. Now I see it as my duty. I’ve come to 
understand that anything that doesn’t kill you is meant to 
make you stronger.”

Life after the apocalypse: couple returns to Be’eri

Kibbutz Be’eri after the 7 October attack
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Things are looking up
The source of  qual i ty  content ,  news and ins ights

For the first time in ages, it’s difficult 
not to be hopeful about South Africa’s 
future. The rand is growing stronger, our 

experts are cautiously optimistic, and things 
are looking good. I have to say that to witness 
the rand dropping below R18 to the dollar is 
quite emotional. It really engenders hope.

This means that not only do we feel like 
there’s hope, but the rest of the economic 
world is also feeling better about what’s 
happening here.

What an incredible relief it is to write that!
I’m not for a minute going to weigh in on what happened to create this 

situation, and give my views on the political and economic future of our 
country. I leave that to experts like Tony Leon (page 7), Mandy Wiener, and 
David Shapiro (both on page 4) who share their knowledge in this newspaper.

However, a colleague of mine suggested that we caution people against 
getting too “Ramaphoric” with all the good news and perhaps warn our readers 
what could happen. I was surprised by that, because I cannot see a downside to 
being optimistic and happy. It smacks, however, of exactly what our sage, Rabbi 
Levi Avtzon, writes about on this page. Too many of us look for things to stress 
about, to drive us into a frenzy of worry and distress. I can’t say I’m totally 
innocent in this regard. The truth is, if you look, you’ll find. But if you choose 
to look for good, it’s also there.

I agree with Rav Avtzon that we often get hysterical about things that aren’t 
within our ambit to change. More than that, we get upset about things that 
don’t need to upset us. When someone writes about it being time to consider 
emigrating, it doesn’t mean we all need to start packing our bags. It means 
someone is considering his options. He may be someone you respect and 
admire, and you think he’s wise, so read what he writes with that in mind. 
That’s all. But we dare not let one person’s opinion alter our plans or choices. 
We certainly cannot let it drive us into the doldrums because we cannot afford 
to emigrate or we aren’t quite sure what the future holds. Really!

Look how much and how quickly things have changed.
Who would have thought three weeks ago that we would be looking at a 

government with the African National Congress and Democratic Alliance (DA)
in partnership? I have so much hope for the future of this partnership and for 
the wisdom of our leaders to be able to find ways to rebuild what’s broken in 
our country and economy. Here’s to jobs, prosperity, collaboration, and growth!

As I write this editorial on 19 June, President Cyril Ramaphosa is being 
inaugurated into the government of national unity. Our chief rabbi is 
at the Union Buildings in Pretoria for this big day, as is the leadership 
of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies, represented by National 
Chairperson Karen Milner, and National Vice-President Zev Krengel, 
among others.

The chief rabbi delivered a prayer sporting his yellow ribbon – a symbol 
of the call for the return of the Israeli hostages still being held by Hamas. I 
was so proud that he did this. This is the first time in a while we have been 
so welcomed, and long may it last. It didn’t pass our community’s notice 
that the imam who gave a prayer before the chief rabbi was wearing a 
Palestinian keffiyeh. Each to his own values and beliefs, right?

We’ve not forgotten how Ramaphosa just a few weeks ago called for the 
obliteration of Israel by publicly chanting, “From the river to the sea!” 
We’ve not forgiven him, and while we may someday do that, we’ll never 
forget.

However, if this man along with the DA et al, can take our country 
forward with a constantly improving economy, rebuild our infrastructure, 
uplift industries and parastatals, I believe our support for him will grow. 
If he can focus on South Africa, letting go of his party’s obsession with the 
Middle East, and go all out to fix what needs fixing in this country, we’ll all 
be much happier.

And it does appear from where we sit right now that the tides have 
changed and the country is on an upward trajectory. I agree that it’s early 
days, but let’s look up rather than down. Let’s celebrate when and where we 
can. Why not?

As we watch what happens, let’s try our best to see the good in what there is, 
and there’s so much good right here and now in South Africa.

On a micro scale, we keep being alerted about amazing things that people 
within our community are doing. We’re told about sports people who are 
climbing the ranks in their sport, making us proud (see page 14), and this is 
reason to celebrate.

Last week, we celebrated Shavuot, the commemoration of the day we received 
the Ten Commandments from Mount Sinai. It was a time of rebirth of the 
Jewish people, a time when we could see a new future. Back then, we didn’t 
know what the future would bring, but it certainly showed signs of brightness. 
And so, we find ourselves in South Africa, as a country, at a momentous time 
when there’s hope on our horizon.

Let’s garner that spirit of Shavuot, that spirit of positivity and aspiration, 
and put our effort into making the future of South Africa great.

Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

Jewish Reportsouth african

G-d created a perfect world. It’s called heaven, 
where we all go when we pass away from this 
imperfect world. Heaven is a place of no issues, 

grudges, sickness, hate, or human weakness. Heaven is a 
place of peace – one endless spiritual beach stay.

And yet, so many of us hold onto the unrealistic 
expectation that life on this earth should be heavenly and 
perfect. They expect it to be akin to an eternal vacation in 
our ideal spot, with everyone around us embodying their 
best selves and always feeling healthy and magnificent. 
However, life on earth is inherently imperfect, and this 
expectation can lead only to disappointment when our 
idealised vision is unmet.

It’s a simple truth that often eludes even the wisest 
among us. When we compare our lives to the perfection 
of heaven, we can easily fall into the perilous cycle of self-
pity, leading to feelings of anxiety and apathy that can be 
detrimental to our well-being.

Consider the recent election. Before the election, I posed 
a simple question to a few friends: “Is there any outcome 
on 29 May that could make you genuinely positive about 
our country? Could anything alter your perception of our 
country’s trajectory?” The answers were disappointing. Few 
could dream of a better future. The narrative of doom had 
taken over, with no hope for redemption.

This article doesn’t deny the challenges that come as 
part-and-parcel of living on planet earth, especially in 
South Africa. At the same time, I wish to pose two questions 
to you, the reader. First, is the negativity and cynicism 
warranted? Second, is it worth it?

Let’s delve into the second question, which is more 
significant. The first is a matter of personal perspective, 
and we can spend endless time debating various facts 
or interpretations of facts. However, the second question 
is straightforward and demands our attention: has the 
cynicism and negativity many in the community have 
fostered over three generations been to our betterment or 
detriment?

Over the decades, tens of thousands of Shabbos and 
yomtov meals across the community have been sabotaged 
by so-called well-meaning conversations offering doomsday 
predictions about the future of this country.

First, this has cut our beautiful community by more 
than 50%, which itself has been a mixed blessing both for 
those who have left and those who chose to stay. However, 
the consequences for the mental health of our community 
has been, in my humble opinion, disastrous.

Why? Because most of us cannot live on the fence in 
constant self-doubt while maintaining our mental-health 
equilibrium. It’s like an amateur juggling crystal balls, 
which will inevitably come crashing down. Or, to borrow 
from another analogy, when I’m waiting for the other shoe 
to drop, I cannot sleep and make healthy decisions.

Let’s face the reality that we have a mental-health crisis 
in our community. Though there’s no single answer and 
explanation for something this complex, it’s fair and maybe 
even necessary to pose a simple question: is the tension in 
our homes and our collective decades-long conversation 
about South Africa contributing to the crisis in any way?

If the answer is even partially yes, then it leads to the 
next obvious question: can I do better in this department, 
and bring less anxiety-provoking feelings and conversations 
into my home?

Some things are outside my control, and there are those 

within my control. The wisdom is “to 
know the difference”. We choose what 
narratives we bring into our homes, which cliches we repeat 
repeatedly, and which discussion we allow around the 
dinner table.

May I suggest that bashing South Africa, coupled with 
fearmongering about getting into university – a pet peeve 
of mine – should be removed from our table discussions? 
If it needs to be spoken about, do it occasionally and not in 
front of the kids. These conversations usually lead nowhere 
good, and are mostly counterproductive.

I often quip to my community, “South Africans live in 
heaven, but think they’re in hell.”

Let’s take loadshedding as an example – a situation that 
has calmed down lately. How many of us have felt gratitude 
for this respite? Very few. Instead, we heard constant 
reminders to “wait until 30 May”. Nu? While this caution 
might have been warranted, it’s a miserable way to live. 
Can’t we find joy in the present without prophesising about 
an uncertain future?

Should I cry when a baby is born because one day – 
hopefully many years later – it will die? No. “At the time 
of joy, joy; at the time of mourning, mourning.” (Rashi, 
Breishit 6:6) It’s good now? Great! Dance! Might tomorrow 
be hard? We’ll cry then.

This isn’t about burying our heads in the sand. It’s about 
accepting that life is messy, but messy isn’t Armageddon. 
When we’re anxious, we tend to lose perspective on what’s 
a small issue, what’s a mild challenge, and what’s a fully-
fledged crisis.

It all becomes a cholent pot of stress. Not every challenge 
in life is the equivalent of Gog and Magog. And yet, in many 
of our homes, our level of tension seems to imply that 
Armageddon is at our doorstep.

Always worrying about the future is the antithesis of faith. 
Yes, basic caution and staying abreast of events and trends 
is important. But the art of predicting the future – which is 
more South African than boerewors on a braai – is a horrible 
way of living. “I’m telling you, rabbi! Three years left to this 
country! Three years! Mark my words!” Gimme a break! Go 
play golf, you have a better chance of getting a hole-in-one 
than predicting accurately.

People have been giving 
the “three-year promise” 
for three generations. Its 
ring is hollow by now. It 
almost feels like a cult that 
keeps changing the date 
when the world is ending 
because it can never admit 
that the premise was false. 
South Africa doesn’t have 
to go the way of Zimbabwe 
just because your great-
uncle, who moved to 
Canada 60 years ago, said 
it would.

Many of us choose to 
walk around feeling sorry 
for ourselves, our anxiety 
at maximum, and our 
relationships strained to 
the breaking point for the 
sake of being realists so 
that we can declare with 

absolute confidence, as if G-d had showed up and told us 
to share forth His prophecy of doom, “I’m telling you, South 
Africa has three years left. Get out while you can! So said the 
L-rd. And He also told me that university overseas – costing 
R2 million a year – is the only answer for your children. 
Move now!” And we’re supposed to nod and say, “Amen!”

How about joy? How about walking around with a 
jump in our step and a flicker in our eye? How about 
toning down our anxiety levels and regaining some inner 
peace? How about throwing away the fear that seems to 
corrode every fibre of serenity within our society? There’s 
a big difference between reasonable and unreasonable 
fear, and I pray that G-d gives us the wisdom to know the 
difference.

We have a crisis, and there’s something we can do 
about it. It might not solve it, but it will surely help – stop 
kvetching, start living. It’s a great life here, and we have lots 
to be grateful for. Choosing gratitude and living with more 
serenity is one of the best things we can do to combat our 
mental-health crisis. Do you agree?

• �Rabbi Levi Avtzon is the rabbi of the Linksfield Shul.

Stop kvetching around the dinner table
rabbi levi avtzonopinion

Conversations around the table 
need to be less focused on 

complaining about South Africa
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Coalition nation: how history didn’t repeat itself
tony leonopinion

South Africa’s 29 May election produced 
a political earthquake. The great and 
assumed hegemon of our polity, the 

African National Congress (ANC) lost power by 
crashing down to just on 40% of the vote. Unlike 
the ANC, the Democratic Alliance (DA) didn’t shed 
17% of its support, and went up marginally to 
21.8%, finishing second, well ahead of Jacob 
Zuma’s uMkhonto weSizwe Party (MK) and Julius 
Malema’s Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF).

It was this extraordinary result which led me, 
15 years after departing party leadership and 
Parliament, to join John Steenhuisen’s team in the 
negotiations that led to the agreement last Friday, 
14 June, for a government of national unity (GNU).

While I found myself back in the arena 
alongside another former DA leader, Helen Zille, 
the terms of trade and political weather had 
changed considerably since my last immersion in 
the murky waters of politics.

We were given less than two weeks from the 
declaration of the election results and election of 
the president to form the next government and 
provide the terms of participation.

The first order of business from the DA side 
was to create an outline agreement setting the 
modus operandi for the next government and its 
composition. The most difficult policy decisions 
of the next government, from international affairs 
and alignments to economic policy, would await 
the new administration.

However, the GNU agreement would define how 
decisions would be made and deadlocks would be 
broken.

The key questions for the DA in the negotiations 
were: could we enter sensible power sharing 
arrangements? Would our participation in 
government for the first time ever prevent an 
even worse outcome of an ANC-MK-EFF tie up? 
And, could we square the circle of participating in 
power with a party – ANC – which on many issues 
was diametrically opposed to the core tenets of DA 
policy?

Power or access to it seemed quite remote until 
recently. Just more than one week ago, on Tuesday, 
11 June, as we sat freezing in a hotel boardroom 
in Sandton, I asked fellow DA negotiator, Western 
Cape Premier Alan Winde, how he rated our 
prospects of striking a deal. He answered, entirely 
correctly at the time, ‘’About 30%.” How that 
percentage grew to 100% just three days later has 
been interrogated by several commentators.

However, the back story is important to illustrate 
the contingent nature of events that propelled 
the country into the brave new world of coalition 
government. It also averted the worst possible 
outcome. But crucially, it offers signposts for the 
uncertain road ahead.

The first order of business for both parties was 
to decide how tightly the parties would bind 
themselves to any agreement and each other.

For the DA, there was robust internal debate 
about what would serve both country and party 
better. On the one hand, a loose arrangement with 

the largest minority party – the ANC – whereby the 
DA would lend its support to electing the president 
and keeping him in office (confidence). It would 
also support the minority government’s budget 
(supply) in exchange for an agreed bare-bones 
policy agenda.

The attraction of this confidence and supply 
model was that the DA could avert the “doomsday 
coalition” of ANC-MK-EFF. And, from the outside, 
prop up a Cyril Ramaphosa minority government. 
With this arrangement, the DA would be able to 
simultaneously support and oppose the same 
government.

It was United States President Richard Nixon 
who offered the best response to this arrangement 

– the political equivalent of being half pregnant.
Nixon, as I reminded our group, had to decide 

what sort of arms airlift to send to imperilled 
Israel during the 1973 Yom Kippur War. There was 
serious disagreement among his cabinet members 
on how large or small the weapons supply should 
be. Nixon, according to his secretary of state, Henry 
Kissinger, settled the matter decisively: “We’re 
going to be blamed as much for three planes as for 
300. Send anything that flies.”

The politics of half-measures is often an illusion, 
and voters will be perplexed that their party 
has lent its support to a government but has no 
effective way, or power, to influence its outcomes. 
The DA thus settled on pursuing a full-blown 
coalition, sharing executive office, as its preferred 
model for engagement.

If both local voters and foreign investors 
recoiled at the prospects of lingering uncertainty 
over the next five years, how stable would 
governance here become if government limped 
along vote-by-vote in a Parliament where there 
was no governing majority?

Our negotiations group noted with interest the 
performative posturing and bellicose rhetoric of 
wannabe ANC coalition partners. MK demanded 
the head of President Cyril Ramaphosa for the 
price of its support. The EFF, however, demanded 
– among other flights of fantasy – the ministry of 
finance for itself together with unstitching the 
entire Constitution and upending the economy, 
already flat on its back.

The first substantive declaration from the DA 
was not a demand for posts and unattainable 
concessions, but an agenda for co-operative 
governance.

The DA’s framework contained the party bottom 
lines:
• �The promotion and protection of the 

Constitution, including the Bill of Rights “in its 
entirety”, which includes the property clause;

• The independence of the Reserve Bank;
• �An independent and corruption free public 

service;
• �A sustainable fiscal framework, including 

reducing the budget deficit to 3.5% or below 
within three years;

• Devolution of power; and
• �The urgent implementation of the president’s 

reform agenda, as per 
Operation Vulindlela.
This approach met key DA 

objectives and provided a point of common 
agreement to which, theoretically at least, the ANC 
was also committed.

There were only two other red lines. First, the 
party wouldn’t be signatory to any provincial 
arrangements in the absence of a national deal. 
This meant that, in the battleground province 
of KwaZulu-Natal where no non-MK provincial 
government could be formed without the DA, the 
party wouldn’t lend its support there without a 
national agreement as well.

Although we finished only fourth in the 
KwaZulu-Natal election, we had 

asymmetrical power there precisely 
in the absence of any clear winner, 
and we used that fact and those 
numbers to press for an all-in deal.

Then came the second 
requirement. As our meetings with 
the ANC indicated it was moving 
toward a GNU model, we indicated 
there could be no participation in 
this with parties that would break 
the basis of common agreement we 
had outlined, namely the MK and 
EFF. But by then, through word and 
deed, those two parties had begun to 
exclude themselves.

The 1994 government of national 
unity – ANC, National Party (NP), 
Inkatha Freedom Party – was the 
consequence of the 1993 interim 
Constitution, and came into 
operation immediately after the 
election results were posted. But the 

biggest difference between then and now was that 
in that set-up, the ANC had 62% of the vote, not 
40% as it obtained last month.

Thus, when the NP leader FW de Klerk exited 
the GNU in 1996, it made no difference to the 
continuance of government. One reason for  
De Klerk’s deep disaffection with those 
arrangements was that the ANC never agreed to 
a coalition agreement governing how and which 
modalities would operationalise that GNU.

Hence, our requirements were obtained after 
much last-minute wrangling. They were for 
both a precise definition of deadlock breaking 
mechanisms in the event of disputes – ultimately 
to be settled by the two largest parties to the 
agreement – and broad representivity in the 
composition of the new government.

The last GNU ended prematurely and in 
acrimony. If this new 2024 GNU fails or falls, then 
this government will end. If that happens, only 
either the MK or EFF entrance into power or fresh 
elections will resolve the resulting power vacuum. 
It’s as simple and as terrifying as that.

I recently had a chat with a legal eminence 
about the “Statement of Intent of the 2024 
Government of National Unity” – the document 
we agreed with the ANC – which now guides the 
seventh administration.

He confirmed that it wasn’t a legal contract 
which you could take to court to obtain 
enforcement. It was, in fact, a political settlement 
and how and whether it worked in practice 
depended on politicians, not lawyers.

Indeed. The success or failure of the brave new 
world which South Africa has now entered, with its 
promises and pitfalls, doesn’t rest on a document, 
however difficult it was to obtain it.

Instead, it depends on wise leadership, a spirit 
of co-operation and compromise, and a country-
first approach which will seal the deal and make 
it work. That’s the hardest part, and it starts right 
now.

• �Tony Leon was a member of the Democratic 
Alliance negotiations team which led to the 
formation of the government of national unity 
agreed to on 14 June 2024. He previously (from 
1994 to 2007) was leader of the Democratic Party 
and Democratic Alliance.

Members of the Democratic 
Alliance national negotiating 

team at the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre
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Hell on wheels: Kfar Aza family plans next steps
ralph lewinsohn personal story

LEE TANKLE

When 63-year-old Kyalami resident Penny Van A 
heard about the massacre in the south of Israel 
on 7 October, she felt compelled to go and help.

It led to her volunteering in Israel, finding opportunities 
through the Facebook page “Sword of Iron Israel Volunteer 
Opportunities”.

“I’m not Jewish, and I don’t have many Jewish friends. I 
don’t live in a Jewish community. The events of  
7 October were just brutal. I couldn’t come to terms 
with what happened,” she said. “As I watched the world’s 
reaction, I got quite angry because it was so one-sided and 
uneducated.”

She was listening to a podcast where an Israeli woman 
urged people to come and see Israel for themselves, and 
this deeply affected Van A. She had been looking for 
something to do to escape the humdrum of her life in 
South Africa for a while. She struggled to find the perfect 
destination because she was looking for somewhere to get 
her hands dirty and interact with the community, so Israel 
seemed like the ideal time-out place.

Similarly, Lauren Dorfman, a primary school teacher 
originally from Cape Town who now lives in Melbourne, 
was also looking to volunteer in Israel from 6 until 27 June 
while in the country for a wedding.

“I decided to go to Israel to volunteer because my heart 
was aching. I thought that the best thing to do would be to 
give hands-on assistance as much as possible to help Israelis 
with what they were going through,” Dorfman said.

She also joined the Facebook group Sword of Iron to plan 

her volunteering expedition.
As soon as she stepped off the plane on 6 June, Dorfman 

jumped straight into it with a group called Eran’s Angels in 
the Tel Aviv Convention Centre.

“They’ve converted a huge part of the car park of the 
convention centre into a big warehouse,” said Dorfman. 
“People bring in all kinds of donations for displaced people, 
soldiers, and anyone in need. People like me then come 
and sort and pack depending on what’s needed. I was busy 
sorting linens, finding duvet covers, bottom sheets, 
and pillowcases to match.”

“There’s lots and lots of donations flying 
in from around the world for displaced 
families and soldiers. Someone must 
manage all these things, and they do 
an incredible job there,” said Van 
A, who was in Israel from 15 May 
for two weeks.

“Each day, I decided what I 
was going to do,” said Van A. 
“There’s a lady called Mor who 
has a horse farm with 12 horses 

that I volunteered at. 
She broke her leg and 
couldn’t take care of 
everything. So, I went 
to help with the horses, 
cleaning the stable, cleaning 
the horses, and various other 

things. I also worked at an animal shelter. 
There was one dog called Bookie that some 
Israel Defense Forces soldiers had found in Gaza. 
Bookie was very traumatised, and they brought her back 
to Israel. I spent most of that day just speaking to Bookie,” 
she said.

Dorfman volunteered at a vegan kosher restaurant called 
J17 in Tel Aviv.

“The guy who owns J17, Asaf, has been providing meals 

for soldiers and Nova festival survivors,” said Dorfman.
“We drove to an army base in Rehovot and provided a 

vegan lunch for more than 200 soldiers,” she said. “They 
loved it. They were so grateful, and they wrote to Asaf 
afterwards saying how much it meant to them for us to be 
there. It gave them so much strength.”

Van A also spent some time talking to people at Hostages 
Square in Tel Aviv.

“It touched something so deep inside me that even now 
that I’m home, I think about it. To be able to 

sit with people who are hurting so badly 
but are prepared to share their stories 

was such a huge opportunity for 
me,” Van A said. “I live in a 

bubble inside my head. So, to 
sit with these people and talk 
to them was amazing. The 
astonishing thing was how 
grateful everybody was 
that I’d taken the time to 
go there. The gratitude still 
overwhelms me.”

Dorfman spent a whole 
day packing melons on 

a moshav near the Gaza 
border with Israel’s food 

bank Leket. The group was 
picked up in Tel Aviv early in the 

morning so they could spend the 
whole day packing.

“There were about 20 or 30 of us from 
all over the world. Everyone was motivated, 

and the guy said that he had never had such an amazing 
group of workers,” said Dorfman.

Said Van A, “To this day, I can’t tell you why I chose to 
go to Israel. I admire the women of Israel. They’re like me. 
They’re extremely strong. I was shown the strength of 
Israelis on this trip, and I hope others feel the same way.”

Israel volunteers help others, heal themselves

Lauren Dorfman packing melons on 
a moshav near the Gaza border

We’ve gone through several 
phases since then, the 
first being the most basic 

instinct of any human, the need to 
survive, stay alive, protect the family, 
have a roof over our heads, and take 
care of basic needs.

The next was to attempt to deal 
with the new reality – the loss 
of so many friends, children of 
friends, friends of my children, and 
grandchildren. Then to deal with 
having to abandon our homes and 
the tight-knit community we lived in.

Now, we’re attempting to plan 
some sort of future, which will begin 
in November, when we’ll move from 
our temporary accommodation in 
Ra’anana to a trailer park adjoining 
Kibbutz Ruhama in the south. We 
intend to be housed there for the 
next year or two until the conditions 
for going back to the rebuilt kibbutz 
have been met. The move will also 
enable the children to go back to 
school, which will reopen, and those who 
worked in the area to go back to their jobs, 
if they still exist. The idea is to try and start 
rebuilding the community and the support 
network it had.

My rough guess is that about 50% of the 
community will move there, with the intention 
of returning home to the kibbutz afterwards. 
There are others who don’t want to return, 
who are split within the family, too scared to 
go back, and others who cannot contemplate 
having to rebuild at the age of 70 to 80, and 
have moved to assisted living. One of the most 
important factors in the decision whether or 
not to return will be the level of security that 
exists so that such a massacre cannot occur 
again. There was always an unwritten covenant 

between the state and those living on the 
border that we would live there and the army 
would look after our security.

That covenant has been destroyed. Then 
there are those who cannot live in a place 
where friends and family were murdered next 
door, or where every corner will be a reminder 
of the terrible events that happened there.

It was meant to be a stage of our lives, at 
72, when we were planning our retirement, 
enjoying our kibbutz home, and nearby 
family. Instead, we’re having to deal with so 
much trauma, mourning, and rebuilding. 
Even the assumption that your home is an 
asset which can be sold and you can move 
elsewhere and settle down is no longer valid. 
Our homes won’t be marketable for many 

years because there will be 50 to 100 homes 
available from the murdered families and 
those not returning.

The decision to go about our daily lives also 
raises the question of dissonance. Are we 
really allowed to do the things we enjoy when 
there are still 100 hostages in hell, sometimes 

just three to four kilometres from 
our homes on the kibbutz? Why did 
we survive when our neighbours 
and friends were brutally murdered? 
How can we look friends in the eye 
when we are with our children and 
grandchildren and theirs are dead?

Our kibbutz management team 
is negotiating with the government 
about the funds that will be 
allocated for rebuilding destroyed 
infrastructure and houses, buildings, 
and facilities. There won’t be enough 
to cover everything, especially private 
houses that were totally destroyed, 
including the lifelong possessions in 
them.

Rebuilding the houses hasn’t 
started, as in many cases, there are 
heirs involved who have to agree 
how to proceed. Houses that were 
damaged and can be repaired have 
slowly been emptied of all remaining 
reusable items which have been put in 
storage so that the process of repair 

can take place.
I stay on the kibbutz one or two nights a 

week, giving tours to foreign groups who want 
to see what happened, a reality that cannot 
be fully understood without seeing the facts 
on the ground. Many of the visitors leave in 
shock, crying, because what they see is beyond 
their worst imagination, while still hearing the 
sounds of war, explosions, and machine-gun 
fire in the background from nearby Jebalia, 
Zeitun, Bet Lahiah, and Beit Hanoun in Gaza, 
just more than 2km away.

The whole of Israel is in mourning. We 
don’t know what the future holds for us, but 
one light that shines through the darkness is 
that we have friends around the world who 
support and care about us.

Ph
ot

o:
 Il

an
 O

ss
en

dr
yv

er

Then there are those who cannot 

live in a place where friends and 

family were murdered next door, 

or where every corner will be a 

reminder of the terrible events  

that happened there.

As I watched the world’s reaction,  
I got quite angry because it was so  
one-sided and uneducated.

Kibbutz Kfar Aza shortly after the 7 October 2023 attacks

South African-born Ralph Lewinsohn, his wife, Barbara, and their family survived the hell that befell their beloved home on Kfar Aza on 7 October 2023, when it was 
attacked by Hamas terrorists, killing 10% of the kibbutz’s inhabitants and destroying everything they had. Eight months on, he writes of this earth shattering experience.




