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SA bucks global trend of antisemitism

NICOLA MILTZ

antisemitism, South Africa appears to have

settled since the initial stages of the war in Gaza,
which resulted in a dramatic and concerning rise in
incidents.

Although the situation here is far from ideal, it
contrasts with the disturbing cases of antisemitism,
often violent, that continue to surface daily in many
parts of the world.

I n spite of an alarming global increase in

that have reached the Board's attention over this
period has been more or less the same as previous
years, he said.

"Reported incidents of late have also been less
serious, generally being in the form of verbal insults
or hate messages posted on community members’
social media sites," Saks said.

Over the past three months, there have been no
reported incidents of physical attacks such as assault
and vandalism.

“Since March, things
have stabilised to the
point where we can say
we're back to 'normal’”

said David Saks, the
associate director of the
South African Jewish
Board of Deputies
(SAJBD).

"This after reaching
unprecedentedly high
levels of antisemitism
in the two months
immediately following
the 7 October attacks
and over the ensuing
three months still
continuing to manifest
ata much higher level
than in previous years,”
Saks said.

It's possibly in part
because of the recent
South African national
elections and its
aftermath, which may
have distracted from the
Middle East, he said.

The number of
incidents of direct
antisemitic behaviour

"Relative to our counterparts abroad, South African
Jewry actually has things quite easy," said Saks.

"For some time, tension in the Middle East has
led to increases in antisemitic attacks, particularly
in Europe and more recently in the United States,”
said Marina Rosenberg, the senior vice-president of
international affairs at of the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL), a global leader in fighting antisemitism,
"However, we've not experienced anything like the
tsunami of anti-Jewish hate unleashed worldwide

following the Hamas atrocities of 7 October.

"There has been a disturbing normalisation of
antisemitism on a global scale, spanning across the
extreme right and left. The sheer number of incidents
indicates that this issue can no longer be dismissed as
negligible or fringe," she told the SA Jewish Report.

"South African Jews live in a paradoxical space,’
said Karen Milner, the national chairperson of the
SAJBD. "In recent months, the government has
shown extreme hostility towards Israel, making

South African Jews feel

The famlly of InbarI Shem Tov, one of the 364 peopl killed at the
Nova festlval massacre on .7 October, keep their child’s memorial tidy

See stones on pages 8 and 95
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very uncomfortable and
disappointed. However, we
haven't experienced high
levels of antisemitism on
the ground.”

She experienced the
exact opposite on a recent
trip to the United States to
attend an American Jewish
Committee conference,
where she and her
colleagues found themselves
caught up in an anti-lsrael,
and anti-Joe Biden protest
outside the White House in
Washington. D.C.

"We experienced the
most vicious anti-Israel,
antisemitic, massive protest
outside the White House.
The level of hostility and
aggression was disturbing,”
she said.

"In the US, you have a
sympathetic government
which has tried to support
its Jewish community in its
support of Israel, combined
with a level of viciousness
on the ground unlike

Continued on page 3 >>
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Far-right politician fined for Nazi phrase
A German court has fined a prominent far-right leader
for once again using a phrase associated with the
Nazis, as Germany's growing far-right flank shows an
increasing comfort with invoking Nazi-aligned phrases
and ideas.

Bjorn Hocke, a leader of the Alternative for Germany
party, or AfD, was ordered to pay €16,900 (R335 605) for

chanting the first two words of the slogan, Alles fiir Deutschland (Everything

ETERNAL
MEMORIALS

Rabbi Ryan Goldstein
083-458 9965
RabbiRyanG@gmail.com

“1 will help you through
this difficult time in your
life with all the necessary
tombstone requirements”

Continuing Rabbi Sher’s z”fLegac_x_;

for Germany) in front of a pub crowd in December, and goading the crowd to
finish it.

It was the second time in a few short months that Hocke, the party leader
of the state of Thuringia in what was once East Germany, had been fined for
using the phrase. In May, judges fined him about $13 000 (R240 531) for an
earlier use of the phrase in 2021. Nazi stormtroopers had engraved the phrase
"Everything for Germany” on their daggers.

AfD gained seats in the recent elections for the European Parliament,
alarming local Jewish leaders.

Hocke was first elected in 2013, and has become a lightning-rod figure in
Germany as his ideas and his party have become ascendant. The provocateur
once faced expulsion from the AfD after calling the Berlin Holocaust memorial

a "monument of shame” in 2017.

But Hécke loyalists soon rose to key leadership
roles within the AfD, ensuring that the populist
party, which has been winning elections nationwide,
would continue to back him going forward.

Parliament.

The new party,
called the Democrats,
is the latest attempt to
stem the more than
20-year decline of the
Israeli left. Labor, which
governed Israel for its
first three decades, is
now the smallest party
inthe Knesset. Meretz,
to Labor's left, didn't

Israel’s Labor and Meretz merge into new party

.\ Israel’s Labor and Meretz parties announced on Sunday, 30 June, that they would unite

.\ ahead of the next election in a bid to revive the country's left and maxi
S . -

mise its share of
= BT

receive enough votesin  protesters outside the home of United Nations
the most recent election Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in December 2023

to enter Knesset at all, effectively wasting the votes it got.

The merger hopes to avoid that result in the future and win the left a larger bloc
of seats. The new party will be led by Yair Golan, a former Israeli general and Meretz
legislator who gained acclaim for rescuing several people during Hamas's invasion of
Israel on 7 October. He has become an outspoken critic of the right-wing government's

management of the war.

But the war poses a challenge for the new party, whose members have for decades
been identified with dovish policies and support for a Palestinian state, an idea that has

increasingly fallen out of favour with Israeli voters.
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arshas Korach tells the
dramatic story of Korach's
rebellion against Moshe

and Aaron. Korach, a Levite,
— challenges their leadership, claiming, “The entire
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congregation is holy, and G-d is among them. Why do
you elevate yourselves above the assembly of G-d?"
He's joined by Doson, Aviram, and community leaders
in this insurrection. Korach's argument resonates

with a fundamental truth that every Jew possesses
intrinsic holiness. However, his approach and ultimate
misunderstanding of divine leadership lead to his
downfall.

Korach's assertion that "the entire congregation is
holy" isn'tincorrect. Each Jew indeed carries a spark of
divinity, and the potential for holiness resides within
every individual. This is a core tenet of Jewish thought,
| emphasising the inherent value and potential of
every person. Yet, Korach's error lies in his failure to
acknowledge the unique roles and responsibilities
assigned by G-d.

The Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
whose yahrzeit we mark next week on Gimmel Tammuz,
explained that while every Jew is equal in their intrinsic
connection to G-d, this equality doesn't negate the
presence of different roles within the community. Just
as a body comprises various organs each with a distinct
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function essential to the body's overall health, so0 too
different individuals fulfil different roles. This diversity
doesn't contradict equality but rather expresses it as each
role is vital and valuable in its own right.

Moshe and Aaron's leadership was divinely ordained.
Their positions weren't self-assumed but commanded
by G-d. Korach’s rebellion, therefore, wasn't merely a
challenge to human authority, buta direct confrontation
with divine will. By challenging Moshe and Aaron,
Korach was questioning G-d's choices, demonstrating
afundamental lack of acceptance of G-d's wisdom and
plan.
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Divinely different

True peace isn't the absence of
distinction but the harmonious

integration of diverse roles and functions.

The Rebbe teaches that Korach's idea

of equality, which sought to abolish the
distinctions and roles established by G-d,
undermines this harmony. Authentic
unity is achieved when each individual
recognises and respects the unique
contributions of others, working together
towards a common goal.

We learn a profound lesson about
unity and leadership. True unity doesn't
come from erasing differences but from
appreciating and valuing them. Each
person has a unique role and purpose.
By recognising and respecting these
roles, we contribute to a harmonious and
unified community.

Furthermore, the story underscores
the importance of divinely ordained

Torah Thought

leadership. Leaders play a crucial
role in guiding and maintaining the
community's spiritual and moral compass.
Challenging or undermining this
leadership without just cause can lead to
discord and fragmentation.

As we approach the 30th yahrzeit of
the Rebbe, we reflect on his profound
impact and enduring legacy. The
Rebbe's leadership exemplifies the
harmonious integration of diverse roles,
emphasising that every person has
unique and valuable purpose. His ideals
and lessons continue to inspire and
guide us, demonstrating the power of
divinely ordained leadership in fostering
a cohesive and thriving community. Let's
strive to embody the Rebbe's teachings by
appreciating the intrinsic holiness in every
individual and working together towards
a unified and purposeful community.
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Aaron’s staff bloessomed, sprouted buds, and produced ripe
almonds. Why almonds? They grow very quickly. The Hebrew
word for almond, “shkedim”, is related to the word “shaked”,

which means “quick”. Because of their element of speed,
almonds are the appropriate fruit for the priesthood.
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