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Local non-governmental organisation Citizens For 
Integrity (CFI) has taken Cricket South Africa (CSA) to 
court over its decision to strip Jewish cricketer David 

Teeger of his captaincy of the Under-19 Cricket World 
Cup (U19 CWC) team on 12 January this year.

The move, which United States antisemitism envoy 
and ambassador Deborah Lipstadt confirmed was 
antisemitic, sent shockwaves around the globe.

The papers were served on CSA in Melrose Estate, 
Johannesburg, on Friday, 4 July.

CFI’s affidavit makes several revealing points, 
including how CSA’s security advisor, Rory Steyn, 

conveyed that there was no security threat that required 
Teeger to be stripped of his captaincy, and that the 
decision may have been made in light of South Africa 
taking Israel to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
around the same time.

“We assert that the core issue in the Teeger case is that 
CSA’s decision to remove him from the captaincy of the 
Proteas Under-19 cricket team was politically motivated, 
under the pretence of a fabricated security threat,” said 
Daniel Witz, attorney for CFI. “This political decision not 
only undermined Teeger’s constitutional rights but also 
jeopardised South Africa’s participation in international 
cricket.

“This decision impinged on the rights of all South 

Africans whose views may differ from those of the 
government,” said Witz. “At its heart, this case concerns 
fundamental constitutional, human rights, and equality 
issues.”

CSA stated at the time that its decision was in light 
of “security concerns” after Teeger made comments 
in support of Israel in the wake of Hamas’s 7 October 
massacre. CSA’s decision to strip Teeger of the captaincy 
came just more than a month after Teeger was cleared of 
breaching provisions of the codes of conduct of CSA and 
the Central Gauteng Lions regarding his comments. The 
independent inquiry was conducted by advocate Wim 
Trengove SC.

“The CFI case presents a strong challenge to CSA’s 
decision to remove 
David Teeger as captain,” 
said advocate Mark 
Oppenheimer, an expert 
on freedom of expression. 
“The application argues that 
there’s no reason to believe 
that keeping Teeger on 
the team while removing 
him as captain could have 
played any role in reducing 
the alleged security threat 
to the cricket matches. 
Therefore, the decision was 
irrational. Furthermore, even 
if there was a security threat, 
increasing security measures 
could have adequately 
protected the team.

“Removing Teeger 
appears to have been done 
with the ulterior motive to 
punish him after he was 
acquitted by Wim Trengove,” 
said Oppenheimer. “The 
outcome of this case could 
set a significant precedent 
for future CSA decisions 

involving political controversies and the free expression 
of its members. It remains to be seen whether CSA will 
oppose the litigation.”

CFI filed its founding affidavit in the High Court 
of South Africa, Gauteng division, on 4 July. The first 
respondent is listed as Cricket South Africa NPC and the 
second as David Teeger. He and his family confirmed 
they aren’t party to the legal initiative.

“The decision by CSA was particularly troubling 
because it disregarded the findings of its own inquiry, 
which concluded that Teeger had done nothing wrong,” 
said Witz. “The ‘security’ rationale was neither supported 
by its own security advisors, nor was any consultation 
with these advisors made before the decision was taken. 
When the Teeger family consulted CSA’s security advisor, 
it was confirmed that there was no threat. CSA’s actions 
were therefore unilateral, unlawful, unconstitutional, and 
irrational.

“Furthermore, CSA has failed to provide a coherent 
explanation as to why a security threat was posed only if 
Teeger remained captain, but not if he remained a team 
member,” said Witz. “CSA didn’t outline any measures to 
protect Teeger and the team if such a threat truly existed. 
CSA had an obligation to ensure the safety of its players, 
yet it failed to act appropriately.”

Witz therefore emphasises that “CSA hasn’t been 
forthright with the South African public. The Teeger 
decision followed a visit from the now disgraced and 
arrested Minister of Sport Zizi Kodwa.”

In January, CFI’s legal team requested a full record 
of CSA’s decision-making process, including meeting 
minutes regarding Teeger’s removal from the captaincy, 
which CSA is legally obliged to provide. To date, CSA 
hasn’t complied. “As a public body responsible for the 
welfare of cricket in South Africa, CSA is obligated to act 
within the law and uphold the constitutional rights of all 
South Africans. CSA has failed in this duty,” says Witz.

Now, CFI’s affidavit states that “CFI seeks an order 
declaring the CSA decision to have been unlawful and 
invalid, and an order reviewing and setting the decision 
aside.” The affidavit notes that the decision to strip Teeger 

Cricket SA sued over Teeger demotion
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South African expats Debbie and Clive Chitiz pay tribute to their son, Captain Yaron Chitiz, at a Telfed (South African 
Zionist Federation in Israel) braai in Tel Aviv dedicated to the memory of soldiers slain since 7 October 2023.  
The families emphasised the importance of keeping their legacy alive.
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Believe it or not, 
there was a time 
when Moses was 

afraid. Yes, the greatest 
leader of all time, the man who vanquished 
Pharaoh, split the sea, brought down the ten 
commandments, this spiritual colossus was 
afraid. Who could possibly frighten Moses?

The end of parshat Chukat tells us the 
story. The Israelites were about to go into 
battle against Og, King of Bashan, a mighty 
warrior, literally a giant. And Moses was 
afraid to such an extent that the Almighty 
had to assuage his fears.

Why did Og inspire such dread in the 
great prophet? Surely, he had dealt with 
more formidable threats in his career. 
According to Rashi, the story goes back 
many years. Og – or according to some 
commentaries, the ancestor of the current 
king – escaped from battle during the 
days of Abraham. This refugee then came 
to Abraham and informed him of his 
nephew Lot’s capture in battle. Abraham 
immediately went into action, fought 
the kings, and successfully rescued Lot. 
Moshe was afraid to do battle with Og lest 
the merit he had acquired when helping 
Abraham stand him in good stead.

But was it really such a good deed? The 
same Rashi, in his commentary on Genesis, 
informs us that Og’s motives were not at all 
altruistic. Apparently, by telling Abraham 
that Lot had been taken captive, Og was 
hoping that Abraham would attempt to 
rescue his nephew and be killed in battle 
so that Og could then take Abraham’s 
beautiful wife, Sarah, for himself, hardly an 
act of magnanimous righteousness! Why 
would Moses be worried about the spiritual 

merit of conduct tainted by 
such ulterior motives?

The answer is that although 
Og’s motives were far from 
unselfish, the fact is that he 
had done Abraham a kindness. 
Abraham was grateful for the 
information, and was successful 
in saving Lot. So, although Og’s 
reasons were less than noble, 
the end result of his deed was 
good and Abraham considered 
it a favour.

That’s why Moses was afraid 
of Og lest that spiritual credit 
protect him. And that’s why the 
Almighty needed to put Moses’ 
mind at ease by reassuring him 
and saying, “Do not fear him.”

It’s an incredible lesson in 
the power of chesed, acts of 
loving kindness. That one good 

turn, performed so many years 
back, and nog out of sinister 
motivation, could cause Moses 
so much anxiety is proof 
positive of the awesome, long-
term positive effects of even 
one single act of kindness.

Deeds of goodness and 
kindness have the power 
to protect us from harm. A 
single act of compassion, of 
helping someone in need, 
has the capacity to shield us. 
In the end, we’re not only 
helping them but also helping 
ourselves.

May we be inspired to be a 
little more considerate to each 
other, a little more helpful to 
those around us, and may our 
benevolence protect us and our 
families from any harm.

Who’s afraid of big, bad Og?
Rabbi Yossy Goldman 
Life Rabbi Emeritus, 

Sydenham Shul
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Social media giant Meta announced on Tuesday,  
9 July, that it would ban derogatory or threatening 
references to “Zionists” in cases where the term is 

used to refer to Jews or Israelis rather than supporters of 
the movement to establish a Jewish polity.

The change means that posts on Facebook and 
Instagram will now be removed if moderators determine 
they use “antisemitic stereotypes, or threaten other types 
of harm through intimidation or violence directed against 
Jews or Israelis under the guise of attacking Zionists”, 
Meta said in a blog post.

Under Meta’s hate-speech policy, users aren’t allowed 
to attack people on the basis of characteristics such 
as race, ethnicity, religious affiliation, disability, and 
gender identity. Existing rules already prohibited using 
the word “Zionist” to refer to Jews or Israelis in two 
narrowly defined situations, including “where Zionists are 
compared to rats”. Meta said those rules didn’t account 
for the broad range of ways that people use the term.

Many Jewish groups have accused people of referring 
to “Zionists” rather than Jews as a cover for antisemitic 
speech, and some welcomed the announcement, with 

the World Jewish Congress (WJC) referring to it as a 
“landmark decision”.

Ronald Lauder, the WJC’s president welcomed Meta’s 
decision as a bold stand against those who seek to mask 
their hatred, and called on other social media platforms 
to follow suit.

Nearly 150 advocacy groups and experts provided 
input that led to Meta’s policy update, including 
CyberWell, a non-profit organisation that has been 
documenting the swell of online antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial since the start of the Hamas-Israel 
war. CyberWell, which is based in Tel Aviv, employs the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s working 

definition of antisemitism, a popular and controversial 
document that categorises some criticism of Israel as 
antisemitism.

In a press release, CyberWell said it provided Meta 
with data demonstrating the widespread use of “Zionist” 
as a euphemism for Jews and Israelis, adding that it will 
track how well the company enforces its new policy.

“The term ‘Zionist’ to spread antisemitic vitriol while 
avoiding detection has been used by radicals on the 
far left and extremists on the far right. Today, Meta has 
spoken through thoughtful action,” said CyberWell 
Executive Director Tal-Or Cohen Montemayor.

Meta said it was still considering how its policies 
should address cases where users refer to Zionists as 
criminals. In some contexts, it said, the use of “Zionists” 
and “criminals” could be shorthand for actions of the 
government or military and may represent legitimate 
speech regarding alleged war crimes.

Meta is waiting for input from its Oversight Board, 
the independent body tasked with reviewing the 
company’s content-moderation decisions and making 
recommendations. An Oversight Board spokesperson 
said its guidance on the matter would be ready in 
September.

Meta bans ‘Zionists’ when used to insult Jews
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A 73-year-old Jewish gentleman with a luxury car.
To my loyal customers who have become friends, thank 
you for your patience when I was out of action. Thank you 
for the lovely messages and calls. I am better now and 
back in the driver’s seat!

To any new potential clients, I look forward to meeting you 
and driving for you.

A reminder that I do transport to and from airports, to the cemetery, will take 
you to your doctors’ appointments, and will even wait for you while you have 
your hair done! In fact, I’m available to take you anywhere you need to go. If 
you have friends or family visiting from abroad, I’ll be your chauffeur so that 
you can enjoy your time with your guests.

I work from Glenhazel but will fetch you anywhere in Johannesburg.

A 73-year-old Jewish gentleman with a luxury car.

you for your patience when I was out of action. Thank you 

To any new potential clients, I look forward to meeting you 

Driving Miss DaisyDriving Miss Daisy

Winston Akum - your holiday starts when you get into my car!
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Fantastic property with educational business rights. 
This character filled double storey comprises 3 spacious 
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OAKLANDS | R 3 950 000

Oozing family values, this traditional home is light & bright, 
with a warm, welcoming soul & quiet location. Offering 3 
main receptions, 3 beds, 2.5 baths, home office, study, 
garaging for 3 vehicles, covered patio, pool & an utterly 
sublime, secluded garden that is a salve for both sight & 
senses.
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Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

MORNINGSIDE | R 3 999 000

Elegance and comfort await you in this security estate just 
a short walk from the MSide Shul. Spacious tiled reception 
rooms with skylight features. Large kitchen with integrated 
appliances. Summer pool and tranquil covered patio . 
Great bedrooms upstairs with step out balcony and north 
views. Single staff & triple garaging.
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US teeters on abandoning SA over foreign policy

of the captaincy was probably “the result of political 
pressure from government on CSA at a time when South 
Africa signalled its intention to prosecute Israel before 
the ICJ. CSA couldn’t comfortably allow the South African 
team to be led by a captain who supported Israel.”

The affidavit also warns that “CSA introduced a 
precedent into the South African world of cricket 
whereby important decisions can be subjected to 
political influence”. In addition, “Teeger continues to play 
cricket in South Africa. If not reviewed and set aside, the 
danger exists that CSA may in future exclude him from 
the captaincy on the same or similar grounds.”

A judgment in favour of CFI “will act as a deterrent to 
other sporting bodies against succumbing to political 
or public pressure” and encourage them “to uphold 
the rights of those who fall under their jurisdiction, 
over whom they exercise enormous power”, states the 
affidavit. “This is even more apparent in a sporting 
context, where decisions can have major consequences 
on sporting ambitions.”

The affidavit explains that on 9 January, Teeger’s 
father, James Teeger, learned that the South African 
Police Service (SAPS) was concerned about radical 
elements protesting at the U19 CWC. He was asked 
whether Teeger would consider stepping down as 
captain voluntarily. The elder Teeger advised that unless 

there was evidence of a security threat, there was no 
legitimate basis to consider it.

James Teeger then reached out to Rory Steyn, CSA’s 
security advisor overseeing security for the U19 CWC. 
Steyn responded that SAPS and private security services 
were prepared for protests and that there was no 
physical security threat to David Teeger, the rest of his 
team, any other team, or the tournament itself. Steyn 
wasn’t aware of any report highlighting security threats. 
Steyn said that this view was shared by the International 
Cricket Council’s head of security. James Teeger shared 
all this with Naidoo, but his son was still stripped of the 
captaincy.

“CSA’s decision not only humiliated Teeger, infringing 
on his rights and affecting his career, it violated the 
rights of all South Africans,” said Witz. “Lawson Naidoo 
and CSA must be held accountable for their actions.

“While reinstating Teeger to his former captaincy in a 
concluded tournament isn’t possible, we hope this case 
will result in a court declaration confirming that CSA 
acted irrationally and unlawfully,” said Witz. “This would 
underscore the imperative to protect all rights and the 
freedom of speech.”

The SA Jewish Report reached out to CSA and Naidoo 
for comment, but didn’t receive a response by print 
deadline.

Cricket SA sued over Teeger demotion
>>Continued from page 1

NICOLA MILTZ

The United States (US) is significantly closer to 
reviewing its important bilateral relationship 
with South Africa as strained ties between the 

superpower and Pretoria have prompted concerns 
among political insiders.

The US House of Representatives recently 
passed legislation that would require the Biden 
administration to conduct a full review of America’s 
relationship with South Africa. The legislation isn’t yet 
law and still needs to pass the senate and be signed 
off by the president, but has come very far in the 
process.

The vote follows a host of anti-Western foreign 
policy moves on the part of South Africa, which have 
irked US legislators. These are largely to do with South 
Africa’s stance on Israel and its ties with Russia, China, 
and Iran.

Pretoria’s seemingly cosy relationship with Hamas; 
taking Israel to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
on charges of genocide; and many other decisions 
have angered US legislators. It has threatened to 
buckle the crucial trade relationship between the two 
countries, which could ultimately cause serious harm 
to South Africa, analysts say.

“South Africa is learning that there are 
consequences for actions,” said entrepreneur and 
political analyst Howard Sackstein. “Allowing former 
department of international relations and cooperation 
[Dirco] minister, Dr Naledi Pandor, to pursue an 
anti-Western agenda in support of Iran has dire 
consequences for South Africa in the long term. 
Opposing Western interests, supporting Hamas, and 
promoting jihadist causes doesn’t sit well with our 
largest trading partners. The Americans are angry, and 
it will be up to new Foreign Affairs Minister Ronald 
Lamola to try rescue and repair the enormous damage 
done to South Africa’s reputation in the world by 
Pandor.”

International affairs analyst Steven Gruzd agreed. 
“This Bill is making its way through Congress, and it 
doesn’t spell good news for South Africa,” he said.

“It’s still a long way from being implemented 
but the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act [AGOA] is 
responsible for many jobs in industries like the motor 
and agricultural sectors, and these may be in jeopardy 
in a country with the highest unemployment rate in 
the world, so I would be concerned. If South Africa 
were to be kicked out of AGOA, it would have serious 
implications. Our community needs to watch seriously 
and closely.”

Dr Bob Wekesa, the director of the African Centre 
for the Study of the United States, told the SA Jewish 
Report, “One can understand where the US is coming 
from as South Africa’s non-aligned diplomacy appears 
to have swung to one side. Of course, we have to be 
concerned about these developments as they could 

have huge trade 
implications. 
There have been 
miscalculations 
on the part of 
the South African 
government and 
African National 
Congress (ANC) 
strategists, and 
the US is bound to 
respond.”

The legislation 
makes it 
obligatory for the 
administration to 
report to Congress 
on whether 
South Africa 
“has engaged 
in activities that 
undermine US national security or foreign policy 
interests”. The Bill in question accuses South Africa 
of building ties with countries that undermine US 
national security.

A review of the relationship may endanger South 
Africa’s place in AGOA, a significant trade pact 
that grants South Africa and many eligible African 
countries duty-free access to the US for thousands of 
goods. South Africa is the largest US trade partner in 
Africa and the largest beneficiary of AGOA.

According to political analysts, factors such as South 
Africa’s non-aligned stance on Russia and Ukraine 
and its anti-Israel stance on the war in the Middle 
East have marked a turning point in the relationship 
between the two countries.

It extends further, with a string of questionable 
anti-West incidents which have raised the ire of the 
US and her allies. Cosying up to Hamas, a designated 

terrorist organisation; 
making a visit to 
Tehran in the wake of 
the 7 October attack; 
and hosting trilateral 
naval exercises with 

China and Russia are a few of these.
The Bill, introduced by Republican Representative 

John James, was approved by the US House’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee in March. It called on the 
administration to conduct a comprehensive review of 
US relations with South Africa, including South Africa’s 
continued eligibility for benefits under AGOA.

James is chairperson of the Africa subcommittee 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. He told the 
House during the debate on the issue in June that 
they “would simply require the Biden administration 
to make a determination on whether South Africa’s 
actions are undermining the United States”.

“The current uncertainty in South Africa following 
last month’s elections makes the determinations 
required by this amendment all the more timely,” 
he said. “In order to engage strategically with South 
Africa, it’s necessary to ensure the US government has 

a contemporary view of the bilateral relationship.”
James said he was proud that the US had cordial 

relations with South Africa, including more than  
$8 billion (R145 trillion) which the US had spent in 
South Africa since 2003 to help fight HIV/Aids.

He said trade had grown from $13.9 billion (R252 
billion) in 2015 to $21 billion (R380 billion) in 2021, 
making South Africa America’s largest trade partner in 
Africa. More than 600 US businesses were invested in 
South Africa.

“It’s clear to me that the ANC of today is no 
longer the party of Mandela,” James said. “The 

ANC continuously 
moves away from its 
traditional stance of 
non-alignment in 
international affairs.”

He cited several 
examples of what he 
regarded as evidence 
of this shift, including 
South Africa’s display 
of “consistent and overt 
anti-Israel sentiment” 
since the Hamas attack 
on Israel on 7 October 
2023 – “our number-
one ally in the Middle 
East”.

Said Gruzd, “This 
is also a sign of 
the deteriorating 
relationship between 

South Africa and the US, which has been put under 
strain especially since the start of the Ukraine conflict 
and, of course, since 7 October, with South Africa’s 
strong backing of the ICJ case against Israel on 
genocide charges. That hasn’t made the US happy, 
and US taxpayers are asking why they should support 
funding and trading with a country opposed to their 
national interests. I think efforts are going to be 
made to touch up this relationship – President Cyril 
Ramaphosa has invited US President Joe Biden for a 
state visit – but it’s a relationship that has been under 
strain.”

South Africa is learning that there 
are consequences for actions.
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ELKA COHEN

Israeli Defence Minister Yoav 
Gallant confirmed on Tuesday, 
9 July, that the military would 

urgently embark on drafting the 
ultra-Orthodox. The decision to 
bolster the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) ranks over coming months 
with ultra-Orthodox was finalised 
in a meeting with IDF Chief of 
Staff Herzi Halevi and endorsed by 
Gallant.

The statement came just nine days 
after tens of thousands of ultra-
Orthodox protesters crammed the 
streets of Jerusalem in anger at the 
Supreme Court ruling of mandatory 
military conscription.

Gallant’s approval marks a 
historical shift that reflects the 
necessity for defence. Young haredi 
men now have a legal obligation to 
join their secular peers and serve in 
the Israeli army. In navigating the 
intricate social complexities, the IDF 
ensures that “haredi soldiers can 
preserve their lifestyle amidst their 
service”.

The haredi community is close to 
a million-strong, making up 12% of 
the population. More than 60 000 
of these young men are registered 
as yeshiva students, which not 
only granted them exemption from 
military service, but also made them 
eligible for significant government 
benefits.

Draft exemption has been a long-
standing point of contention that 
has caused massive political and 
societal friction. While the strained 
IDF faces ongoing war in Gaza and a 
possible second war with Hezbollah 
in Lebanon, hundreds of thousands 
of reservists are being called up for 
duty, bringing this issue to a head.

“Israel’s IDF soldiers are the 
greatest heroes of the Jewish 
people,” says Rabbi Yehuda Stern of 
Sydenham Shul in Johannesburg. He 

knows many young men who serve 
as reservists as part of the Hesder 
Yeshiva programme.

Hesder is “A five-year programme 
that includes military service, where 
you study for 18 months before and 
after an 18-month army service,” 
Stern says.

Due to the mass number of 
students on this programme, 
yeshiva leadership together with 
the IDF have managed to put higher 
standards of halacha in place in the 
army for these students.

“However, a five-year 
commitment to the programme 
isn’t something everyone is keen to 
sign up for,” says Stern.

“Catering to the religious 
community has always been – 
and still is – a challenge for the 
IDF,” he says. “Yeshiva students 
require a higher level of standard 
with regards to kashrus, davening 
times, as well as the separation of 
genders, both in bases and at posts. 
This isn’t something that the army 
is always equipped for.”

Since the establishment of 
Israel in 1948, the government 
recognised and even subsidised 
yeshiva and Torah learning 
institutions. According to Stern, 
“These students have been given 
exemptions from serving in the 
army, as it’s common belief that 
Torah, too, brings protection to Israel 
and to the Jewish people worldwide. 
Both IDF soldiers on the frontline 
and Torah students are integral for 
the continued success of the country 
and its safety.

“Israel is a miraculous country,” 
Stern says, “that has thrived in 
spite of the most compromising 
and challenging circumstances 
due to both physical and spiritual 
protection, ensuring its continued 
safety.

“The Jewish people have always 
been diverse; this is what makes us 

unique. These are challenging times 
for our people, but we must remind 
ourselves that Jewish unity is the 
greatest strength we have.”

He believes the only way for the 
country to thrive is the government’s 
continued recognition of the 
different communities living there.

Says Rabbi Dovid Hazdan of Great 
Park Shul, “This historical issue runs 
deep in the hearts and minds of the 
people of Israel. But after decades of 
debate, it’s sad to be divided amidst a 

war when everyone should be pulling 
together.”

Unfortunately, many ultra-
Orthodox students take advantage of 
their military leniency or deferment, 
using it to get out of military service 
altogether.

“Many in the haredi community 
who balance study of Torah with 
army service make it more palatable 
to society that they’re using their 
time for study along with military 
service, or at least community 
service,” he says.

“Every person has a responsibility 
to defend Israel, and no Israeli 
should be walking away from that 
responsibility completely,” says 

Hazdan. “The concern now is the 
impact of this issue on the morale of 
the people as a whole.”

A rabbi working at a yeshiva 
in Israel, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, has many students 
serving in the army. His children, 
too, are serving in the IDF, so it hits 
home on a personal level.

“If I had a magic wand that would 
make every haredi Jew serve in the 
army, I’m not sure I’d wave it,” he 
says.

“As someone who deeply 
believes in Torah learning, I’m torn 
myself. I live in a world that’s very 
nationalistic and religiously Zionist, 
and in this emotionally charged time, 
absolutist statements can become 
divisive and painful.”

It’s tough to try to put such 
complex issues into perspective, 
he says. He aims to highlight the 
subtleties in a balanced way, without 
clobbering people with ideological 
stances in a way that’s polarising or 
sectarian.

“Feelings are raw for thousands 
of Israelis,” he says. Indeed, we’re 
living through painful and trying 
times.

Orthodox Jews rubbed raw by enforced enlistment

Haredi Orthodox men protesting against being 
drafted into the Israel Defense Forces
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Terrorist attacks like the 7 October 
massacre in Israel are committed 
every few days in Africa against 

innocent Christians and moderate Muslims, 
according to the African-Jewish Alliance 
(AJA), a new organisation formed to 
highlight the extent of the global jihadist 
movement on this continent.

AJA, headquartered in Washington, D.C. 
was formed to raise awareness that “the 
slaughter and kidnapping of Israelis on  
7 October is but one arm of a global jihadist 
movement that extends to Africa and 
beyond”, according to the organisation’s 
founder, Dr Charles Jacobs, speaking to the 
SA Jewish Report from Washington, D.C.

The AJA was formed to highlight the 
shared origin of these crimes against 
humanity: Islamist supremacist ideology. 
“The same ideas motivate Hamas in Gaza; 
Boko Haram in Nigeria; the Janjaweed and 
its derivatives in Darfur; and many other 
actors throughout Africa. All operate in 
the same manner: raids, murder, torture, 
burning, rape, and abduction of innocents 
for ransom or use as slaves,” says Jacobs.

A speaker at the AJA’s recent inaugural 
conference was Simon Deng, who 
witnessed the pillaging of his village and 
was abducted into slavery as a boy in 
Sudan, eventually escaping. “On 7 October 

2023, I watched the news and felt sick,” he 
wrote recently in Tablet magazine. “I knew 
exactly how those terrified hostages were 
going to suffer. Israelis had been raped, 
tortured, mutilated, and burned alive just 
like my people had been for centuries. I’ll 
never forget the fires and burned bodies. 
They looked exactly like what I saw the day 
my village was destroyed.

“The Jewish people were slaves in Egypt, 
just down the Nile from where I was a slave. 
Later, they were slaves in Auschwitz. Now, 
they are slaves in Gaza. Our people have 
both survived slavery, and we will continue 
to survive it. We will triumph over the 
murderers who do their best to enslave and 
exterminate us,” says Deng.

AJA hosted its groundbreaking summit 
at the end of June. There, representatives 
from the African and Jewish communities 
joined United States (US) officials and 
journalists to expose the ideological 
connections between the “free Palestine” 
movement in the US and Islamic terrorism 
in Africa and Israel. “The goal of this 
terrorism isn’t ‘liberation’ for anyone, nor 
is it a response to US or Israeli policy; it’s 
simply Islamic conquest of all non-Muslim 
nations and people,” says Jacobs.

Attendees at the conference included 
Olga Meshoe Washington of the Institute 
for Black Solidarity with Israel and the 
daughter of South African politician Dr 

Kenneth Meshoe; 
Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center; 
as well as many other 
important voices in 
the human rights 
space.

In his article, 
titled “First they 
came for my people, 
then they came for 
the Jews: a South 
Sudanese former 
slave recognised the 
Palestinian pogrom 
on October 7”, Deng 
writes, “What Hamas 
did was precisely 
like what Arab 
Sudan’s genocidal 
government did to 
my people.” Deng recently went to Israel 
to “show my solidarity with my Jewish 
brothers and sisters and with the enslaved 
hostages. I walked twice from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem and back along the highway to 
show that we Africans love and care about 
Israel.”

Living in New York, he witnessed protests 
against Israel. “These manifestations of 
sympathy for evil should disgust all decent 
people,” he writes. “They disgust me 

because Hamas is made up of the same 
people, acting on the same colonising and 
imperial motivations, who enslaved me 
and murdered four million of my black 
brothers and sisters.”

Jacob says such atrocities in Africa have 
been called a “silent genocide” because 
they have been “shockingly ignored and 
under-reported” in the West. He has long 
fought for the rights of the voiceless in 
Africa, helping Christian abolitionists 

liberate black slaves in 
Sudan in the 1990s, for 
which he was given the 
Boston Freedom Award.

“After 7 October, we 
formed the AJA to unite 
the Jewish community and 
African communities in the 
US. So far, we have been 
joined by Muslim Africans 
from Darfur; the Igbos; the 
South Sudanese; and Black 
American Zionists. We’re 
a coalition of those whose 
peoples are victims of jihad 
and Islamist oppression. 
Our mission is to educate 
officials, journalists, and 
the public about the nature 
and extent of Islamist 
extremism and jihad, and 
work to liberate slaves and 

hostages of global jihad.”
The scourge is closer to home than one 

might think, and Jacobs hopes the South 
African Jewish community will highlight 
this. He says most Christians murdered 
for their faith in 2023 were killed in Sub-
Saharan Africa. In addition, on South Africa’s 
border, ISIS-Mozambique, also called 
Ansar al-Sunna, is a jihadist group that 
seeks the overthrow of the Mozambiquan 
government and the establishment of a 
strict Islamic state. The Mozambiquans have 
experienced mass killings, kidnappings, 
and burning down of churches and houses.

During the organisation’s recent 
conference, “we visited several 
Congressional offices, explained that we 
wanted Congress to pass a resolution 
condemning the jihad currently taking 
place in nine African countries, including 
the killing, burning, raping, and 
kidnapping of innocent Africans. We got 
some good press from both days,” says 
Jacobs.

“Olga Washington, who is one of our 
most eloquent speakers and attended the 
conference, is from South Africa and knows 
about African Zionism and its foes,” he says. 
“The South African Christian community 
mirrors so many other communities in 
Africa, many of whom are siding with Israel 
and are experiencing Islamist assaults.”

At this point, the organisation is “in start-
up mode, raising funds, gaining supporters 
from across the political spectrum; building 
our social media; and connecting with 
news sources in Africa so we can report on 
the ongoing assaults to inform Americans,” 
says Jacobs. “We have just published a 
fundamental critique of ‘intersectionality’, 
where ‘Islamophobia’ is the shield that 
protects Arab and Muslim human rights 
violators from criticism. It functions as a 
rhetorical sword to shame any who dare 
acknowledge the plight of the victims 
of jihad, even when those victims are 
Muslims.”

The organisation wants to pair Jews 
and Africans in different cities, so they can 
work together. “And, of course, we need 
to broadcast the horrors constantly taking 
place in Africa that the media won’t report, 
due to ‘Islamophobia’,” says Jacobs.

He recalls that “years ago, I had the 
privilege of speaking to leaders of the 
Jewish community in Cape Town. Given 
the current situation and the fire storm of 
antisemitism around the world, I worry for 
the community. I hope you can form an 
alliance with African Christians, and I’d love 
it if you became part of our movement.”

“True survivors aren’t victims,” says Deng. 
“Both Africans and Israelis stand tall and 
won’t rest until all of our people are free. 
Our Jewish brothers can count on us to be 
there for them.”

Africans and Jews form kinship against terrorism

Dr Charles Jacobs speaking 
at the African-Jewish 

Alliance Summit




