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We now live in the 
post 7 October era. 
Every Jew has been 

forced to take a sincere look at their Jewish identity. The 
brutality of the attack and the double standard of the 
world is something most Jews hadn’t experienced in 
their lifetime. 

We have just been through Tisha B’Av, the day we 

whose son was also killed in battle against 
Hamas terrorists. 

Rabbi Weitzen said, “Though our 
son Amichai left us at the age of 33, on 
the last day of his life he received as a 
gift many, many more years of life. He 
saved all the families of the village 
of Kerem Shalom. One cannot know 
how many years of life he saved. All of 
these years and all the years of all their 
descendants, and all descendants of 
their descendants!”

Rabbi Perez said these words moved 
him deeply, and enabled him to shift his 
mindset. For the first time, he was able to 

focus on the lives Daniel saved and the 
miracles that occurred for Yonatan to be 
alive. He was now able to be “next to the 
darkness, not in the darkness”. 

Rabbi Perez points out that the word 
“nechama” (comfort) in the Torah, refers 
to a shift in mindset and a change in 
perspective.

The pathway to comfort is to see the 
bigger picture, to change our perspective, 
and understand our unique place and 
mission in G-d’s world. 

May Hashem bless us all with the 
courage and wisdom to integrate this 
message in our lives!

From sorrow to comfort
Rabbi Danny Sackstein 
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feel the pain of the destruction of the holy 
Temples and the exile of G-d’s presence. A 
world without G-d is a world of darkness, 
suffering and confusion. As we see in the 
world today.

This Shabbos is called “Shabbos 
Nachamu”. We read from the prophet 
Isiah (Chapter 40). Isiah opens with the 
words, “Comfort, comfort my people, says 
your G-d.”

How do we successfully follow this 
pathway and transition from sadness and 
pain to comfort and hope? 

When one experiences loss and 
mourning, initial shock and trauma set in. 
The pain is overwhelming as one’s world 
is turned upside down. It’s important to 
go with these powerful emotions and face 
the pain. This is the function of shiva. On 
Tisha B’Av, we all sit shiva.

One then needs to move forward 
towards the pathway of comfort. Healing 

has no timeline. Each person finds their 
way. How does one make this shift from 
darkness to light?

My dear friend Rabbi Doron Perez 
shared his painful journey of these past 
months with his colleagues at this year’s 
rabbinic conference arranged by Chief 
Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein. 

The indescribable pain the Perez 
family has gone through is something 
we cannot imagine. The kidnapping of 
their son Daniel by Hamas terrorists, 
only to find out later that he was killed 
in battle, saving many lives. The injury 
to their son Yonatan days before his 
wedding, also fighting bravely on 7 
October saving lives. 

Rabbi Perez described his initial 
reaction upon hearing the news. He said 
he was paralysed by  shock and grief. 
After a few days, he heard a clip from 
Rabbi Shlomo Weitzen from Shomron, 

Torah Thought

Canada revokes charitable status of JNF and 
Ne’eman Foundation
Canada has revoked the charitable status 
of two Jewish nonprofit organisations that 
direct donations to Israel, including the 
Jewish National Fund.

The country’s tax authority announced the 
decision to revoke the status of JNF and the 
Ne’eman Foundation on Sunday, 11 August, 
in notices posted in the Canada Gazette, the 
government’s official newspaper.

The Canada Revenue Agency didn’t cite 
a reason for the revocations publicly. But 
the JNF disclosed two weeks ago that it was 
facing revocation, and said the CRA had 
determined that its mission was inconsistent 
with Canadian laws governing charitable 
activity. 

The JNF has declined to release the CRA 
document explaining the revocation. That 
document and other details are expected to 
surface as part of a lawsuit recently filed by 
the JNF against Canada’s minister of national 
revenue, who oversees the tax authority. 
Citing internal CRA files obtained through 
a public records request, the lawsuit claims 
the revocation decision was “flawed and 
fundamentally unfair”.

In a statement posted to its website, the 
JNF blamed the CRA for caving in to public 
pressure from activist groups targeting the 
JNF, calling those campaigns antisemitic.

“As a Zionist-inspired organisation, JNF 
Canada has many vociferous antisemitic 
detractors who we believe have influenced the 
decision-making process in this matter,” the 
statement said.

The Ne’eman Foundation, which, like the 
JNF, funds philanthropic projects in Israel, 
didn’t announce that it was facing revocation 
and didn’t return a request for comment from 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. Its Canadian 
website is still accepting donations.

As in the United States, revoking a 
nonprofit’s charitable status for anything 

other than a technicality, such as 
failing to file paperwork, is rare 
in Canada. It’s not the first time, 
however, that a Canadian Jewish 
charity working in Israel has lost its 
status. In 2019, a CRA audit found that 
a major nonprofit organisation called Beth 
Oloth had violated the law by supporting the 
Israeli military.

The new revocations represent a major 
victory for pro-Palestinian groups in Canada, 
including the anti-Zionist Independent 
Jewish Voices Canada, which has repeatedly 
complained to the CRA about tax-deductible 
donations supporting infrastructure projects 
on Israeli military bases. The law in Canada, 
as in many other countries, prohibits 
nonprofit organisations from supporting 
foreign militaries.

As the result of such complaints, the 
CRA audited JNF in 2014 and notified the 
group in 2019 that it intended to revoke its 
charitable status. It’s unclear why the tax 
agency decided to act now, but anti-Zionist 
advocacy in Canada and attention to it has 
strengthened since the start of the Israel-
Hamas War in October.

Daniel Kurtz, a prominent lawyer for 
nonprofit organisations in the United States, 
said it was unlikely the Internal Revenue 
Service would crack down on such activity 
even though it violated US law. 

“Contributing to fighting a war directly 
isn’t charity - there’s no question about that,” 
he said. “You can’t buy tanks or machine guns 
for the Israel Defense Forces or the Russians 
or anybody. Buying gear for soldiers is also 
probably inconsistent with the law. Can you 
help indirectly? That’s done to some extent 
too - providing non-military support to 
soldiers such as recuperation or education 
opportunities. It’s murky. And, as a practical 
matter, there’s probably going to be little 
stomach for any agency to challenge it.”

The JNF says it ceased building projects 

for soldiers on Israeli military 
bases in 2016 when the CRA 
gave notice that such activity was 
inconsistent with its charitable 

status.
The organisation said it has offered 

to take additional steps to ensure its work 
adheres to Canadian law, and that the CRA 
made its decision without offering a path 
toward compliance.

Man charged after stabbing Chabadnik 
in Crown Heights
A man has been charged with hate crime after 
allegedly stabbing a Jewish man near the 
Chabad Hasidic movement’s headquarters in 
Brooklyn in the early hours of Saturday, 10 
August.

Vincent 
Sumpter, 
22, allegedly 
shouted “Free 
Palestine!” and 
“Do you want 
to die?” at the 
victim before 
stabbing him 
on Shabbat 
near the 
intersection 
of Eastern 
Parkway 
and Kingston Avenue in Crown Heights. 
The location is near 770 Eastern Parkway, 
Chabad’s global headquarters.

Sumpter has been charged with eight 
felonies and six hate crimes, including assault 
as a hate crime, according to an arrest report.

Rabbi Yaacov Behrman, a spokesperson for 
Chabad, said the incident took place around 
02:00 on Saturday. The victim, a member of 
the Chabad community, was transported to a 
hospital and is recovering and expected to be 
released within two days.

Bystanders chased down the attacker and 

detained him until police made an arrest, 
Behrman said.

The victim, Yechiel Dabrowskin, told 
Israeli’s Kan public broadcaster that he had 
been with friends at a Shabbat event when 
someone said, “There’s someone outside 
threatening kids.”

“I told him to go away,” Dabrowskin said in 
Hebrew in an interview from his hospital bed. 
“Suddenly he pulled out a pocket knife.”

Dabrowskin said he had been stabbed 4cm 
from his heart, and had undergone surgery.

Video released by Crown Heights Shmira, 
a neighbourhood watch group, showed two 
men dressed in Hasidic attire confronting 
a man with a backpack on a sidewalk. The 
man with the backpack then thrusts his arm 

several times at the chest of one of the Jewish 
men, who staggers backward. 

The UJA-Federation of New York said it was 
“horrified by this senseless hate crime”. The 
Anti-Defamation League said it was in touch 
with law enforcement over the incident.

Behrman and others tied the attack to  
pro-Palestinian rhetoric that has been 
widespread in New York City since Hamas 
attacked Israel on 7 October and initiated an 
ongoing war in Gaza.
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Screenshot of a video showing a stabbing attack in 
Crown Heights, Brooklyn this month
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When Hamas attacked on 7 October, it followed 
one of the most divisive years in Israel in 
generations. The debate about judicial reform 

had become a zero-sum game, with each side fighting for 
the soul of the country as they saw it, and each prepared to 
push their agenda no matter what the consequences - two 
trains on a collision course with neither side prepared to 
back down.

So deep were these divisions that, according to leading 
heads of Israel’s security establishment, documents found 
in the Gaza home of 7 October mastermind Yahya Sinwar 
indicate that he and other Hamas leaders saw internal 
divisions and perceived weakness among Israelis as a 
significant reason for the timing of the attack on Simchat 
Torah.

Similarly, Hassan Nasrallah, the head of Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, gloated that Israel risked being torn apart if the 
government and opposition failed to reach a compromise.

“For the first time since the creation of [Israel], we hear 
speeches from the entity’s president and former prime 
ministers … who talk about civil war and bloodshed,” 
Nasrallah said in a speech in February 2023. “G-d willing, 
Israel will not reach its 80th birthday.”

If it was internal strife that contributed to the attacks on 
7 October, then more than 1 000 Israeli families paid the 
ultimate price that day and during the past 10 months of 
this war. We are one of them. Our son Captain Daniel Perez, 
who fought in defence of Kibbutz Nachal Oz, was among 
the 250 hostages taken to Gaza, and is now confirmed 
among the more than 1 200 killed on that horrific day. 
He, along with many others, still awaits a dignified Jewish 
burial. There remain 115 hostages  in Gazan captivity.

On Monday evening, 12 August, when the fast of Tisha 
B’Av began at sundown, those unspeakable losses weighed 
heavily on the minds of many Jews. At the same time, 
they would be reminded of the traditional rationale for 
the destruction of the Second Temple, one of the historical 
tragedies mourned on Tisha B’Av: sinat chinam, baseless 
divisiveness among Jews themselves. The rabbis of the 
Talmud (Yoma 9b) blamed the people’s downfall on Jewish 
factionalism in the form of senseless hatred, which made 
the community vulnerable to destruction at the hands of 
the Romans.

One of the most shocking texts I have encountered 
regarding the extent of Jewish divisiveness can be found in 
Jewish-Roman historian Josephus’s account of a strategic 
military dispute between Roman military generals and 
Vespasian, the first-century CE head of the Roman Army, 
who would soon become emperor and be replaced by his 
son, Titus.

His generals argued that the internal strife weakened 
the Jews and presented an opportunity to attack and 
destroy the city. “The providence of G-d is on our side by 
setting our enemies against one another,” the generals 
argued, according to Josephus (Wars of the Jews, Book 4, 
Chapter 6).

Vespasian’s reply to his soldiers highlights the tragic 
situation among the Jews, and how the best Roman 
strategy was simply to sit back and watch the Jews destroy 
each other without the Romans lifting their weapons.

Vespasian replied, that “they were greatly mistaken … 
without considering what was for their advantage, and for 
their security. For that if they now go and attack the city 
immediately, they will unite their enemies … But if they 
wait they shall have fewer enemies; because they will be 
consumed in their own sedition. G-d acts as a general of the 
Romans better than I can do; and is giving the Jews up to 
us. While our enemies are destroying each other with their 
own hands, let us sit as spectators, while the Jews are torn 
to pieces by their civil wars …”

Even a lengthy siege and threat of annihilation couldn’t 
bring the Jews together. It tore them apart.

Like the sages in the Talmud, the famed rosh yeshiva of 
19th-century Volozhin - the Netziv - points to sectarianism 
and demonisation as the root of causeless hatred:

“As a result of the senseless hatred in their hearts that 
one harboured for the other, they suspected all those who 
didn’t follow their path as a God-fearing Jew of being a 
Sadducee and a heretic.” (Ha’amek Davar, Introduction to 
Bereishit)

Sectarianism indeed reigned supreme prior to the 
destruction. There were many distinct sects - Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots, and Sicarii - and more sub-
factions. If you were part of one ideological group, you were 
accepted. If you were part of a different ideological sect, 
you were scorned and hated. There was no middle ground - 
either you’re with us or against us.

How do 
disagreements 
deteriorate into 
such deep hatred?

In the War Scroll 
found near the 
Dead Sea in the 
caves of Qumran, 
we find an answer. 
The text, probably 
written by the 
desert sect known 
as the Essenes, 
describes its 
followers as “the 
sons of light” and 
all others as “the 
sons of darkness”.

This changes the 
rules of discourse. We’re no longer debating views or 
ideas. We’re delegitimising the other as a person. It’s no 
longer about right and wrong, but about us and them. 
All who think and act like us are “good” and bring light, 
and all those who don’t are “bad” and bring darkness.

The parallels between then and now are painfully 
obvious. We dare not go back to the zero-sum game 
of 6 October. Significant issues roil the Jewish people 
today, as they always have. None of us has the entire 
monopoly on truth, which, according to our sages, 
has 70 interpretations. We must commit deeply 
to our covenant of collective fate while debating 
respectfully the different understandings of our 
destiny. When we forget our unshakable bonds of 

solidarity, others remind us of it.
Vespasian and Titus reminded us then. Sinwar and 

Nasrallah remind us today. Let’s commit this Tisha B’Av 
never to fan the flames of demonisation, but to strive 
for more empathy, understanding, and unity.

Too much depends on it.

• �South African-born Rabbi Doron Perez is the executive 
chairperson of the Mizrachi World Movement. In 
South Africa, he was executive director of Mizrachi 
South Africa, the senior rabbi of Mizrachi Shul and 
head of Yeshiva College school. His son Captain 
Daniel Perez was killed on 7 October defending Israel 
and his body was taken into Gaza by Hamas. 

LEE TANKLE

At a time of mourning like Tisha B’Av, it’s 
difficult to come to terms with the collective 
trauma of the Jewish community since 

Hamas attacked the south of Israel on  
7 October. However, speakers at Pine Street Shul in 
Johannesburg recently showed that, in spite of the 
devastation, Jewish people have  the resilience to 
triumph over the tragedy. 

Audience members grappled with the idea of how 
Israel has rebuilt itself again and again, and speakers 
brought different perspectives to this topic. 

Tali Pimstein, a 20-year-old student at the 
University of the Witwatersrand, shared her 
experience of a recent South African Union of Jewish 
Students (SAUJS) trip to Israel, on which they took 
along 15  black students to learn more about the land 
and its history.

“The point of the trip was to ensure that we 
maintain the current environment for Jews on 
campus while empowering youth leaders with 
education. This struggle is so much more than 
education for us individuals, it’s rather a step forward 
towards creating a brighter future and a field for 
solidarity.”

She says that in spite of the fact that the students 
had read on social media that Israel was an apartheid 
state and was committing genocide against the 
Palestinians, there was a flood of applications to go 
on the trip. 

The 15 chosen, affiliated to the African National 
Congress and Economic Freedom Fighters on the Wits 
campus, were nicknamed “the comrades”. Pimstein 
said “the comrades” as well as the five Jewish 
students on the trip were prepared to engage in some 
tough dialogue about Israel and the war in Gaza. 

When they went to the south of Israel, everyone 
was in shock at the devastation that Hamas had 
wrought, particularly at the site of the Nova music 
festival and kibbutz Kfar Aza. 

“One of the things that stuck out for me was 
how [the site of the Nova festival] wasn’t a place 
of statistics, facts, and numbers, but every single 
monument humanised every individual that was 
murdered at the festival,” said Pimstein. 

The group heard from survivors of these attacks 
first-hand. “Not only were we standing in a place 
where Jews were murdered for being Jews, but in 
the background, we were seeing bombs exploding. 

It made us feel raw. There was no way to detach 
ourselves from our feelings.”

“We couldn’t just see and feel the impact of war, 
but also hear it as a daily, consistent background 
noise of bombing in Gaza 3km away from us,” said 
Pimstein.

“I was overwhelmed by the immense sense of loss 
and grief on seeing first-hand the horrific destruction 
of the hatred. It gives us all a glimpse into the 
beyond-horrendous reality that Israelis have dealt 
with over the past 10 months.” 

Though her Jewish peers expected some war noise 
while they were in the south, “the comrades” were 
shocked and feared for their lives, Pimstein said. It 
reminded her that hearing bombs, rockets, and sirens 
isn’t normal and shouldn’t be taken lightly, but is 
considered normal in Israel today. 

Rabbi Yehuda Stern said that on his recent trip to 
Israel, in spite of all the tension of a pending attack 
from Iran, he felt Israel’s resilience, making Tisha B’Av 
even more poignant. 

Stern had been unsure if his solidarity trip to 
Israel would even go ahead, with Ethiopian Airlines 
stopping flights to Israel for two days. 

However, “We landed in Israel, and it’s as if 
nothing is happening. The cafes are full. The 
restaurants are full. I’m asking myself, if rockets 
are about to come from Iran, why is everyone just 
hanging out over there? They should be hanging out 
in their bunkers, in their mamads, under their houses.

“This is the pillar of Israeli society,” Stern said. “I felt 
more upbeat about Israel and its situation than I did 
in Johannesburg. 

“Israelis are resilient. They are believers. They are 
supernatural. They are miraculous. And that keeps 
them going. Even during crazy times like this.”

Stern told stories of people he had met on this trip 
who had been injured in Gaza and still wanted to go 
back to defend Israel. He also told the story of Rami 
Davidian, a 59-year-old farmer who was able to drive 
in and out of the forests of the Nova festival, saving 
the lives of 750 people. 

A New Jersey rabbi had shared, Stern said, that, 
“In the year that Rosh Hashanah falls out of Shabbos 
and there’s no tikiya shofar, on the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah, like our year was, one of two things can 
happen. It’s either a day of destruction, or it’s going to 
be a year of the rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash.” 

“We have had our destruction,” said Stern. “It’s now 
time to rebuild like the people of Israel are doing.” 

The funeral of Israeli soldier  
Captain Daniel Perez at the 

Mount Herzl Military Cemetery 
in Jerusalem in March 2024
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Our greatest threat comes from within
rabbi doron perez – jtaopinion

As Israelis keep calm, ‘comrades’ duck for cover
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STEVEN GRUZD

In the Middle East’s eye-for-an-eye conflict, Israel is 
bracing itself for a threatened military response from 
Iran. This follows the assassination of Hamas leader 

Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran on 31 July, for which Israel 
hasn’t taken responsibility, as is its wont. 

Israel also expects a retaliatory attack from Hezbollah 
in Lebanon - its commander, Fuad Shukr, was killed 
that same night. The key question is why, at the time 
of writing, such attacks haven’t yet taken place. Does 
this signify Iran and Hezbollah in disarray, fearful of 
broadening the conflict? Or is it a psychological 
stratagem to torture Israel and Jewish 
communities worldwide, as the nature, 
timing, and size of any response 
remains unknown? 

Defence analyst Helmoed 
Heitman said the delayed 
reaction may indicate 
disagreement on an appropriate 
and safe response between 
political and military leadership 
in Iran, “appropriate in the sense of 
sending the desired message. Safe in 
the sense that it won’t be so serious an attack 
that it might draw in the United States, alienate 
European powers, and perhaps even China.

“For instance,” Heitman said, “if Iran really fired 
another massive barrage of missiles [as it did in April] 
and Israel responded as it then almost certainly would, 
would Iran still have the missiles, the launchers and the 
command-and-control facilities to withstand punitive 
action by the US, be it military or through more strongly 
enforced sanctions or even a blockade?” He noted that 
some believe Iran has too few launchers to overwhelm 
Israel’s defences.

Professor Abel Esterhuyse, the head of the department 
of strategic studies at Stellenbosch University, said that 
Iran didn’t have to retaliate, and he hoped it wouldn’t. 

He listed many variables it has to consider, including that 
the attack was against Hamas, not Iran. This complicates 
decision-making. Everyone fears a regional war spinning 
out of control, and the Iranians won’t attack without 
Russian and Chinese support. Another variable is the 
pressure inside Iran, with growing resistance to the 
regime, as well as what the US might do, with reports of 
behind-the-scenes restraint being urged by Washington. 
Yet another is the remarkable tolerance for Israel’s actions 
by Sunni Muslim states in the region. 

 

 
 
“I don’t think Iran wants an escalation,” said Professor 
Hussein Solomon, a terrorism expert from the University 
of the Free State, “but it’s in a bind. In April, after its 
diplomats were bombed in Damascus, it signalled to 
the Israelis and Americans 72 hours before it attacked 
Israel, alerting them and allowing them to prepare their 
response.” 

Dr David Brock Katz, research fellow at Stellenbosch 
University, said, “The first attack Iran launched from its 
own soil onto Israel was an abysmal failure. It tested 
Israeli defensive systems, the Iron Dome and others, 

as well as the alliance between Israel and America and 
other friendly Arab countries.” They passed the test, with 
only a handful of missiles landing in Israel, causing no 
casualties.

“It certainly makes them think twice about launching 
another attack from their own territory with similar 
results,” Katz said. He thinks Iran doesn’t believe it can 
harm Israel meaningfully through conventional missile 
and drone weapons. “It’s just going to demonstrate to 
the whole world how ineffectual it is.”

Katz said, “Iran is stalling. It’s not 100% sure that any 
retaliation now is going to be effective. It’s having second 

thoughts.” He also suggested possible friction 
between Hezbollah and Iran.

“The Iranians are quite weak, but 
they can’t appear to be weak after 

the assassinations. The fact that it 
happened in Tehran was a slap in the 
face. It was the inauguration of the 
president, and Haniyeh was their 
guest. It was extremely humiliating. 

They really don’t want to retaliate, 
but they feel they have to, to save face,” 

Solomon said.
So is this prevaricating a cruel 

psychological terror tactic to keep Israel guessing 
and sow angst? Heitman believes that it’s more “the 

result of dithering while different groups within the 
system argue it out”.

Solomon said the delay had “the added effect of 
making Israelis anxious and on edge. When is the next 
café or supermarket going to blow up? Or are they 
going to attack the Jewish community in Australia or 
South Africa, or wherever? Remember the bombings in 
Argentina of Jewish community targets 40 years ago by 
Iran’s proxies.”

Attacking a Jewish community outside of Israel might 
give Iran more plausible deniability but not satisfy those 
baying for a direct response from Tehran. Said Heitman, 
“Stepped-up attacks by their proxies will follow, if only 

to send a message to the Israeli government that their 
assassination backfired. The challenge will be to initiate 
enough - and dramatic enough - such attacks without 
earning the enmity of countries now ‘soft’ on Iran and 
its actions.”

“Jews have always been a soft target. They were a 
target in the Holocaust not having a state, and now they 
are a target for defending their state,” said a security 
analyst requesting anonymity. “Iran cannot afford a full-
scale war. It will be isolated in the Middle East. Every 
day Israel exists gives it a convenient enemy to blame. 
It doesn’t want this spider web to break.”

Said Esterhuyse, “Attacking Jewish targets outside 
Israel - we have seen it before, we’ll see it again. 
It’s Israel’s soft underbelly. But this would also be a 
broadening of the conflict.”

Any Israeli counter-response would obviously 
depend on the nature of the possible attack. Another 
large-scale missile attack would probably elicit an 
even harsher counterstrike than in April. A formidable 
Hezbollah attack might trigger a focused Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon, ushering in the multi-front 
regional war nobody wants. Katz said such an attack 
might cause Israel to bomb Lebanon back to the 15th 
century.

If Israel can fend off a massive missile attack, it may 
have no need to retaliate whatsoever, Katz argued. 
“On the other hand, if it incurs severe losses in terms 
of civilians or infrastructure, the reply is going to be 
massive, and Israel may take the opportunity to attack 
Iranian nuclear installations.”

Said Heitman, “The problem Iran faces is that the 
longer it waits, the weaker it looks. It made a mistake 
by posturing so strongly and then not following 
through immediately. It also strikes me that it might be 
looking for an opportunity to kill a senior or otherwise 
very public [Israeli] figure to make its point but keep it 
proportional.”

The other problem is that an eye for an eye leaves 
everyone blind.

Prevarication or psychological warfare? Iran stalls, Israel waits

An Israeli Navy ship patrols along the 
coast of Haifa in anticipation  

of an attack by Hezbollah
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