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Sell with us on auction
Accepting art, antiques, objets d’art, 
furniture, and jewellery for upcoming 
wunderkammer auctions.

Robert Hodgins,
The Officer in Charge

SOLD R160 000

Gents Montblanc 
sport chronograph 
watch
SOLD R20 000

Mid-century rare German Buro Neu Form 
European double-sided sideboard
SOLD R40 000

18K yellow gold  
Cuban link,  
toggle clasp  
bracelet
SOLD R75 0000

Hermès Birkin 30 Togo 
calfskin matte textured 
leather handbag  
SOLD R330 0000

Late Qing Dynasty  
Guang Xu, 1882, Chinese silver and 
parcel gilt tea caddy and cover 
SOLD R190 0000

Pair of 19th century 
Old Sheffield plate 

candlesticks
SOLD R3 800
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Ori Danino
Alexander Lobanov

Almog Sarusi
Hersh Goldberg-Polin

Carmel Gat
Eden Yerushalmi

Alexander Dancyg
Yagev Buchshtab
Nadav Popplewell

Yoram Metzger
Haim Perry

Amiram Cooper
Avraham Munder

Dolev Yehud
Orión Hernández Radoux

Hanan Yablonka
Michel Nisenbaum

Sonthaya Oakkharasri
Sudthisak Rinthalak

Ron Binyamin
Shani Louk

Itzhak Gelernter
Amit Buskila

Elad Fingerhut
Elyakim Libman

Dror Or
Wolderaphael (Tiger) 

Hagos Berhe
Sharif Suad

Benjamin Achimeir
Lidor Levy
Elad Katzir

Uriel Baruch
Zaher Bashara

Uri Moyal
Patnibin Maxwell

Yitzhak Zeiger
Oriya Hartom

Matan Elmaliach
Ori Yaish

Ishay Gertner
Yair Yaakov

Dr. Lara Tannous
Yossi Sharabi

Edna Bluestein
Itay Svirsky
Mira Ayalon
Tamir Adar
Ilan Weiss

Judy Weinstein-Haggai
Gad Haggai

Elia Toledano
Eden Zacharia

Tal Haimi
Yotam Haim

Alon Lulu Shamriz
Samer Fuad El-Talalka

Inbar Haiman
Eyal Uzan 54
Dror Kaplun

Sahar Baruch
Eitan Levy

14-hour-old baby of Abu 
Qrenat 

Yonatan Samerano
Ofra Keidar
Sami Keidar

Eliyahu (Churchill) Margalit
Arieh Zalmanovitch

Yuval Doron Kastleman
Livia Dickman
Hanna Ifergan

Rabbi Elimelech 
Wasserman
Ofir Tzarfati

Ravid Arie Katz
Goytum Jabrahiwat

Chi Zanhung
Zishom Wohn

Dali Zoeo
Natalia Demidova

Mark Mordehai Peretz
Shulamit Merenstein

Freha Ifergan
Clemence Felix Matenga

Sumchai Sayang
Papontanei Pongkrueh

Chaya Reksanon
Arenthit Kayson

Pathay Kiyatissek
Saryut Penkitwanitcharon

Tawatchai Sieto
Pongfat Suchart

Dueh Sayan
Tianchai Yodtongdi
Kraysorn Tomiyoma

Cherkpan Diotaisong
Seta Homsorn
Shmil Abasov

Eden Abdulayev
Semion Abdilemov

Yazan Zecharia Abu Jama
Orel Abuhazera

Ossama Abu Madiam
Dalia Abu Madiam

Mai Zuhir Abu Sabieh
Faiza Abu Sabieh
Mussa Abu Sebila
Amar Abu Sebila

Ossama Abu Issa
Noy Aviv

Dor Avitan
Lotan Abir

Gil Yosef Avni
Hen Even
Alon Even
Ido Even

Rinat Even
Oded Abergil
Ilan Avraham
Lior Abramoz

Michael Abramov
Angeline Agirs

Assaf Mordechai Edberg
Mapal Adam

Michal Admoni
Gili Adar

Aviad Avraham Edri
Idan Edri
Ziva Ovitz

Chum Udum
Eliyahu Uzan
Arieh Uzan

Eliad Ohayon
Moshe Ohayon
Sylvia Ohayon 

Eden Liz Ohayon
Daniel Ohana

Adi Ohana
Michael Ostrovsky

Yonah Or
Eliyahu Orgad

Ben Uri
Aviel oren

Gabi Azulai
Yochai Azulai

Yonatan Hai Azulai
Omri Ahrak
Ofek Aton
Dorin Atias

Majed Ibrahim
Niv Aivas
Liel Itah

Sigal Itah
Shira Ayalon

Elia Iluz
Guy Iluz

Adam Iliev
Ivan Illarramendi Saizar

Lili Itamari
Ran Itamati

Liz Elharar Halfon
Meir Elharar

Abed AlRahman Aatef 
Elziadna

Mofid Alzir
Fatma Altlakat

Solomon Aliagoyev
Aviv Eliyahu

Yehonatan Eliyahu
Noam Elyakim

Marina Almagor
Matan Almalam

Abed AlRahman Alensara
Oren Elfasi

Shlomo Elfasi
Haled AlFahrin
Motti Alkavetz
Sivan Alkavetz

Einav Elkayam Levy
Loretta Alkarra

Abed Elcarim el-Nasasra
Amin Akel AlKaran

Juwas Ibrahim AlKaran
Malek Ibrahim AlKaran

Taleb AlKaran
Mohamed Div AlKaran

Suheyb abu Amar al-Razm
Shlomo Eliyahu Elsheikh

Mordehai (Modi) Amir
Lior Asulin
Liraz Asulin

Ronen Engel
Noa Englander

Liav Asayag
John Esselnov

Yossi (Zigi) Appleton
Yarin Moshe Efraim

Noam Liel Efraim
Hagai Efrat

Bilhah Epstein
Neta Epstein

Aviv Atzili
Or Akuni

Aryeh Akuni 
Ruth (Rutti) Akuni 

Matan Eckstein
Uri Arad

Nevo Arad
Dan Ariel

Mordehai Ben Ariel Biton
Ayelet Arnin

Sahar Ashuan
Haim Ashraf

Gideon Babani
Frabash Bandari

Dror Bahat
Ortal Bobets Ben Ayun

Yuval Buyum
Inbar Buyum
Caroline Bol

Doron Boldas
Sophia Bongart

Petro Bosko
Neta Boaziz Morelli

Raz Bukobza
Liam Bor Galon
Bnayahu Biton

Maya Biton
Neomi Baker

Ariel Bilia
Sapir Bilmas
Oron Beilin

Zinaida Beilin
Sagiv Beilin Ben Zvi

Dipash Raj Bista
Oron Bira

Tal Bira
Yasmin Bira
Tahel Bira
Tair Bira

Geula Bachar
Dana Bachar

Carmel Bachar
Mazi Bachar

Yehuda Bachar
Itzhak (Itzik) Balato

Hen Ben Avi
Amit Ben Abeida
Hana Ben Artzi
Yarden Buskila

Matias Hernen Burstein
Einav Hen Burstein

Berta Bastain Shemayev
Itay Banjo

Maya ben David
Celine Rahek Ben Daviv 

Nager
Ido Ben Zino

Gilad Ben Yehuda
Yuval Ben Yehuda
Yohai Ben Zecharia

Rivka Ben Horin
Oren Haim Ben Hemo

Dan Ben Hemp
Michael Ben Moshe

Haim Benaim
Shahar Ben Naim
Daniel Ben Senior

Hava Ben Ami
Shani Ben Ami

Moshe Ben Porat
Amitai Ben Tzvi
Eden Ben Rubi
Amnon Betzalel

Dean Nehorai Bar
Yuval Bar

Maayan Bar
Yuval Bar 

On
Gabriel 
Yishai 
Barel
Eldad 
Angel 

Bergman
Nurit 

Berger
Liron 

Barda
Hadar Berdichevsky

Itai Berdichevsky
Shiraz Brodash

Shoshana Brosh
Stav Barazani

Tal Bartik (Klein)
Nadav Barta

Adam Barima
Romi Brandt Eliyahu

Eliyahu Ya’akov Bernstein
Ben Bernstein

Yoram Bar Sinai
Daniel Braslevski

Ilay Bar Am
Mor Gabai
Amit Gabai
Shani Gabai

Ayelet Goddard
Manny Goddard

Tom Godot
Tamar Guttman

Oren Goldin
Nitzan Goldenberg
Tamar Goldenberg
Nadav Goldstein
Daniel Galtman

Margarita Rita Gussek
Dr. Lilia Gurevitch

Shir Hanna Georgie 
Sharon Goradny

Rephael Ariel Guri
Anton Guryanov
Victoria Gorlov
Avner Goren
Eren Goren
Tova Goren

Maya Goren

Eden Gez
Stav Coral Gete
Yaroslav Giller

Lilia Giller
Shahar Gindi

Shalev Gal
Noa Glasberg

Andrei Zemkov
Zoya Zemkov

Isabella Gandin
Avia Ganot

Shiran Ganon
Sefi Yossef Gennis

Benny Gennish
Jakfung Jantassana

Sammi Jarjawi 
Dr. Victoria Gridskol
Prof. Sergei Gridskol

Yossef (Yussinio) Gross
Shenhav Ya’akov Gerfi
Shoham Ya’akov Gerfi

Liel Gerfi
Maor Graziani

Braha Grekovich
Kineret Gat

Lukandra Sinj Dami
Rahel Rachel Deb

Adi Danan
Naomi Dgani

Avi Dadon
Yitzhak Itzik Dahan
Giora Duvdevani

Hodaya David
Tair Davis

Amit Yitzhak David
Barak Davidi

Karina Davidov
Shlomi Davidovitch

Shon Deutshvili
Idan Dor

Ronen Ditchman
Dan Damari
Kim Damti

Carmella Dan
Noya Dan

Gal Danguri
Tal Daniely

Lynn Daphne
Awad Darawshe

Daniel Dan Darlington
Itai Huston Hadar

Reuven Heinik
Sharon Hirsch Uzan

Aviad Halevy
Narkis Hand
Ze’ev Hacker

Zehava Hacker
Idan Herman

Varda Haramati
Idan Haramati

Avshalom Haran
Maayana Hershkowitz

Noah Hershkowitz
Oren Aharon Vaknin

Limor Vaknin Permutter
Daniel Vadai

Yossef Wahab
Moshe Wahadi

Dani Wobak
Daniel Waldman

Zishon Won
Simon Vigdorgaz
Reuven Weisman
Adi Vitel Kaplon
Ron Weinberg

Matti Weiss
Amir Weiss

Yehudit Weiss
Shmuel Shmulik Weiss

Alina Weissberg
Yahav Viner

Lior Weizmann
Brona Valeno

Michael Vaknin
Igal Vax

Alon Verber
Lori Vardi

Aviv Vertheim
Dorit Vertheim
Karin Vernikov

Hatib Zaruk of Ofakim
Ronit Hodaya Zagadon

Yonatan Zahavi
Motti Zowernman

Bar Zohar
Haim Zohar
Yaniv Zohar

Yasmin Zohar

Keshet Zohar
Tchelet Zohar
Dan Zomer

Vladimir Zhukov
Karin Zourno

Or Ziv
Eitan Ziv

Yonatan Zeidman
Nirel Zini

Hillel Zalmanovitch
Noa Zander

Matan Zenati
Itai Za’afrani

Noy Tiferet Za’afrani 
Itai Zak
Etti Zak

Sagi Zak
Avi Zakuto

Michal Zarbialov
Shaked Habani

Ziv Hajbi
Elizur Tzuriel Hajbi
Yehonatan Hajbi

Yizhar Hajbi
Lior Hadad Atias
Menuha Holati
Hadar Hushan

Yehoshua Hatav
Avraham Avi Hatuel

Gidi Hiel
Noa Hiel

Shimon Hiat
Maya Haim
Gaya Halifa
Ella Hamoy

Yehezkel Hezi Hanum
Avi Hasdai
Ben Hassid

Shraga Hassid
Naor Hassidim 

Arie Hefetz
Ayala Hezroni
Yanai Hezroni
Liel Hezroni

Omer Hermesh
Katarina Tabegan

Yiftah Twig
Adiel Twito

Alon Toledano
Natalya Tomayev

Tamar Haya Torpiashvilli
Avraham Gilad Tiberg

Nadav Yosef Hai Taib
Marsel Talia

Amir Tanbura
Lior Tekach

Mor Terabelsi
Vitaly Trobanov 

Ori Tchernichovsky
Lior Tereshanski

Yiftah Yahengilov
Maria Yahengilov

Yuri Yedgarov
Rosa Yedgarov
Ron Yehudai
Michael Yoav
Bilhah Yinon
Ya’akov Yinon

Ilan Moshe Ya’akov
Shuval Ya’akov

San Amnon Yakobov
Yehudit Yitzhaki

Mai Yitzhaki
Shir Yaron

Shiraz-Shiran Yashmireni 
(Tamam)

Ohad Cohen
Mila Cohen

Binyamin Ben Cohen
Bernard Cohen 
Danielle Cohen

Daniel Asher Cohen
Yona Cohen

Libi Cohen Maguri
Mor Cohen
Amit Cohen

Amit Haim Cohen
Pessia (Pessi) Cohen

Gilad Kfir
Efrat Katz

Tal Katz
Shoshana (Shosh) Karasanti

Omri Lavi
Amit Lahav

Vitali Logvinchenko
Leonid Luzovski
Guy Gabriel Levi
Dr. Daniel Levi

Itzhak Levi
Livnat Levi
Lidor Levi
Naor Levi

Nissim Levi
Sigal Levi
Amit Levi

Ronnie Levi
Rotem Rahel Levi

Zion Levi
Allysia Levine

Braha Levinson
Igor Lusov

Marina Lusov
Alexandre Look

Shani Nicol Louk
Haim Livne

Nizan Libstein
Yuri Lisuboy

Svetlana Lisuboy
Anita Lisman

Oriah Litman Ricardo
David Lischov
Ilan Lipovsky
Oleg Lipschitz

Yulia Lamai
Tiferet Lapidot

Doron Meir
Mor Meir

Zohar Meiri
Avi Meguira

Amit Magnazi
Nir Madmon

Shalev Madmoni
Shahak Yossef Madar 

Meir Moyal
Ayelet Molko
Shlomi Molko

Joshua Loitu Mollel
Roie Monder

Naama Mualem
Shai Shalom Elior Mutzafi

Avi Mor
Maayan Mor

Raffi Mordo
Ya’akov Mortov

Michael Mozrakov
Eliran Mizrahi

Ben Menashe Mizrahi
Raz Mizrahi

Adi Rivka Meisel
Ablum (Albert) Mills

Lior Maimon
Sylvia Mirenski

Anna Ella Misheyev
Amitai Malihi

Dor Malka
Meir Malka

Edna Malekmo
Shahar Mansour
Norel Mansouri

Revaya Mansouri
Antonio Massias Monteno

Adir Mesika
Netanel Maskelchi

Refale Meir Maskelchi
Noy Maudi

Netiv Nave Maayan
Steven Makrachenko

Adi Margalit
Matan Lior Mordehai

Jake Marlo
Shulamit Merenstein
Said (David) Moshe

Eden Moshe
Shahr Mattias

Shlomi Mattias
Gal Navon

Mordehai Neve
Narayan Prasad Neupane

Ilkin Nazarov
David Yair Shalom Ne’eman

Shifra Noy
David Nahum
Adrienne Neta

Hanani Nidgalski Glazer
Rotem Neiman

Jenny Nisenboim Carmelli
Liraz Nissan

Sujith Nissanka
Mai Naim

Eden Naftali
Phichit Najan

Bar Lior Nakmoli
Nitikorn Sae Wang

Sattawat Phiaaia
Duwa Sayan

Somchai Sayang
Tou Cae Lee
Aviv Sassi

Shlomo (Shlomi) Sividia
Orit Sela Svirsky

Raffi Svisrsky
Havik Segal

Ananda Shah
Odaya Swisa
Dolev Swisa

Raj Kumar Swarnakar
Moriah Or Swissa

Tamar Suchman
Hili Solomon

Yuval 
Solomon
Roland 
Sultan
Ronit 

Sultan
Anucha 

Sophakun
Phongphat 

Suchat
Dmitri 
Sorokin

Sakda 
Surakhai

Karla Stelzer 
Mendes
Tomer 

Strosta
Hana 

Siton
Tal 

Siton
Yitzhak Siton
Tawachi Saytu
Vivian Silver

Yossi Silberman
Margit Silberman

Tamar Kedem Siman Tov
Arbel Siman Tov
Omer Siman Tov

Shachar Siman Tov
Yehonatan (Johnny) 

Siman Tov
Carol Siman Tov
Ya’akov Solomon

Ram Sela
Elazar Samuelov

Alexander Samoilov
Tamar Samet
Gina Smiatich

Chairat Sanusan
Tzur Saidi

Moshe (Moshiko) Saidian
Nadejda Spravchikov

Rudy Skrzewski
Yaniv Sarudi
Gal Abdush
Naji Abdush

Shalom Abudi
Ofer Udi
Guy Azar

Oz Moshe Ezra
Lior Atun

Maayan Idan
Roi Idan

Dani Alush
Hanania Hanan Amar
Mercedes Oria Amar

Dikla Arava

Tomer Eliaz Arava
Gideon Fauker

Somkhoun Pansa-ard
Yoad Pe’er

Assaf Feber
Rafael Fahimi
Roni Polvanov

Maya Foder
Rajan Fulara

Emma Poliakov
Evgeni Postel

Vladimir Popov
Sofia Popov

Nir Nikita Popov
Roi Popplewell

Nir Forti
Laura Ludmilla Furman

Arnan Phetrkaeo
Roni Petrovski

Daniella (Dana) Patrenko
Patti Kiatisk

Nanthawat Pinjai
Tchelet Fishbein Za’arur

Ben Fishman
Tammy Peleg Ziv

Gila Peled
Daniel Peled

Izhar Peled
Alina Falhati

Yigal Flash
Sindi Flash

Seriyut 

Pankitwanitchirnm
Orel Pesso

Kobi Paryante
Valery Freidman

Karina Pritika
Noa Farage

Yona Friker
Ziv Frenkel

Dr. 

Marcelle Freulich
Hadar Prince

Mark (Mordechai) Peretz
Ido Peretz

Arik (Arie) Peretz
Ruth Hodaya Peretz

Thanakrit Prakotwong
Ashish Chaudhary

Israel Chana
Yulia Chaban

Omer Zadikevitch
Saksit Khotmee

Dado Tsafir
Hai Zfati

Jaroon Chatdumdee
Gracie Cabrera

Shahar Gal Kadman
Srithat Kawao

Saksit Khotmee
Apichart Gusaram
Phongphat Suchat

Yitzhak Cozin
Ganesh Kumar Nepali

Irit Konderov
Ylena Kostizin

Pongsatorn Khunsree
Shani Kupervaser

Zelta Kosovski
Aviv Kutz

Yonatan Kutz
Yiftah Kutz
Livnat Kutz

Igor Korcher
Tehila Katabi

Segev Israel Kishner
Hila Klein

Lily Keizman
Arnatit Kayson

Ofek Kimhi
Daniel Kimmenfeld

Linor Keinan
Lilach Kipnis
Eviatar Kipnis

Savyon Chen Kipper
Rotem Kalderon

Ma’ayan Kalihman
Theerapong Klangsuwan

Stav Kimhi
Jonathan Meir Ken-Dror

Keshet Kasruti-Kalfa
Paul Vincent Castelvi

Evgeny Kapshetar
Dina Kapshetar
Aline Kapshetar
Eitan Kapshetar

Avraham (Rami) Katzir
David Katzir

Galit Carbone
David Karol

Shachaf Kreif
Chana Kritzman

Tal Keren
Dvir Karp

Moriah Raviv
Niv Raviv

Ofek Rabia
Yuval Rabia
Noam Rabia
Shai Regev

Michal Roimi
Yvonne Eden Patricia Rubio 

Vargas
Jana Roderman

Yael Rozman
Matan Rosenburg
Yehonatan Rom

Olga Naomi Romashkin
Ofer Ron

Tzvi Shlomo Ron
Nira Ronen

Yehezkel (Hezi) Razilov
Nitzan Rahum

Aviel Shalom Rahamim
Rabbi Binyamin Rahamim

Dvir Rahamim
Anula Jayathilaka

Gideon Harel Rivlin
Moshe Ridler

Dor Rider
Eliyahu (Eliko) Reichenstein

Yonatan Richter
Meechai Ritthiphon

Omri Ram
Eli Refai

Sharon Refai
Dr. Hagit Refaeli Mishkin

Yonatan Rapaport
Chai Recsanun
Robert Shaulov

Elia Shametz
Tomer Segev

Sivan Sharhabani
Moshe Shova

David Alberto Schwartzman
Orly Schwartzman Pinko

Ziv Shopen
Segev Shushan

Mira Shtahl
Roni Shitrit

Naomi Shitrit Azulay
Noam Shai

Daniel Sheinkerman
Mark Shindel
Bar Shechter
David Shalev

Tal Shalev
Shai Shalev

Noam Shalon
Ram Shalom

Assaf Shlesinger
Sharona Shmunis Harel

Inbar Shem Tov
Alon Shamli
Ben Shimoni

Yaakov (Kobi) Shmaiya
Ron Shemer

Tatiana Schnitman
Eitan Snir

Dor Hanan Shafir
Yirmiyahu (Yirmi) Shafir

Ziv Pepe Shapira
Tomer Shpirer

Ran Shefer
Dudi Sharon
Liam Shrem

Yahel Sharabi
Lian Sharabi
Noya Sharabi
Padam Thapa

Bar Tomer
Avidan Turgeman
Dudi Turgeman

Shoham Lia Turgeman
Phithak Tholaeng

Niv Tel Tzur
Adir Tamam

Phirun Thanonphim
Or Tasa

Shani Louk
Itzhak Gelernter

Amit Buskila
The body of Elyakim Libman

Gal Danguri
Shmil Abasov

Eden Abdulayev
Alexandre Look

Jake Marlo
Orel Abuhazera

Amar Abu Sebila
Eitan Levy

Shani Nicol Louk
Noy Aviv

Dor Avitan
Lotan Abir

Gil Yosef Avni
Oded Abergil
Ilan Avraham
Lior Abramoz

Assaf Mordechai Edberg
Mapal Adam

Gili Adar
Idan Edri

Eden Liz Ohayon
Daniel Ohana

Ben Uri
Aviel oren

Gabi Azulai
Yochai Azulai

Yonatan Hai Azulai
Omri Ahrak

Ofek Aton
Dorin Atias

Liel Itah
Sigal Itah

Shira Ayalon
Elia Iluz

Adam Iliev
Aviv Eliyahu

Yehonatan Eliyahu
Matan Almalam

Abed AlRahman Alensara
Shlomo Elfasi

Haled AlFahrin
Einav Elkayam Levy

Abed AlKarim AlAnsasra
Suheib Abu Amar ElRazam
Shlomo Eliyahu Elsheikh

Lior Asulin
Liraz Asulin

Noa Englander
Liav Asayag

Yarin Moshe Efraim
Noam Liel Efraim
Matan Eckstein

Uri Arad
Nevo Arad
Dan Ariel

Mordehai Ben Ariel Biton
Ayelet Arnin

Sahar Ashuan
Dror Bahat

Ortal Bobets Ben Ayun
Doron Boldas

Sophia Bongart
Neta Boaziz Morelli

Raz Bukobza
Liam Bor Galon
Bnayahu Biton

Maya Biton
Neomi Baker
Sapir Bilmas
Oron Beilin

Sagiv Beilin Ben Zvi
Yehuda Bachar

Hen Ben Avi
Amit Ben Abeida
Yarden Buskila

Matias Hernen Burstein
Einav Hen Burstein

Itay Banjo
Celine Rahek Ben Daviv 

Nager
Ido Ben Zino

Gilad Ben Yehuda
Yuval Ben Yehuda
Yohai Ben Zecharia

Oren Haim Ben Hemo
Dan Ben Hemp

Shahar Ben Naim
Daniel Ben Senior

Shani Ben Ami
Eden Ben Rubi

Dean Nehorai Bar
Yuval Bar On

Gabriel Yishai Barel
Eldad Angel Bergman

Liron Barda
Stav Barazani

Tal Bartik (Klein)
Nadav Barta

Romi Brandt Eliyahu
Eliyahu Ya’akov Bernstein

Ben Bernstein
Daniel Braslevski

Ilay Bar Am
Shani Gabai

Tamar Guttman
Nitzan Goldenberg
Tamar Goldenberg

Daniel Galtman
Margarita Rita Gussek

Dr. Lilia Gurevitch
Shir Hanna Georgie 

Sharon Goradny
Anton Guryanov
Victoria Gorlov

Eden Gez
Stav Coral Gete
Yaroslav Giller
Shahar Gindi

Shalev Gal
Isabella Gandin

Avia Ganot
Shiran Ganon

Sefi Yossef Gennis
Shenhav Ya’akov Gerfi
Shoham Ya’akov Gerfi

Liel Gerfi

Maor Graziani
Rahel Rachel Deb

Avi Dadon
Yitzhak Itzik Dahan

Hodaya David
Tair Davis

Amit Yitzhak David
Barak Davidi

Karina Davidov
Shaun Davitashvili

Idan Dor
Ronen Ditchman

Dan Damari
Kim Damti
Lin Dafni

Awad Darawshe
Amit Yitzhak David

Barak Davidi
Karina Davidov

Shaun Davitashvili
Idan Dor

Ronen Ditchman
Dan Damari
Kim Damti
Lin Dafni

Awad Darawshe
Daniel Dan Darlington

Itai Huston Hadar
Sharon Hirsch Uzan

Aviad Halevy
Idan Herman
Idan Haramati

Oren Aharon Vaknin
Limor Vaknin Permutter

Daniel Vadai
Moshe Wahadi

Danielle Waldman
Simon Vigdergauz 

(Dubchenko)
Ron Weinberg
Bruna Văleanu
Michael Vaknin

Alon Verber
Lori Vardi

Karin Vernikov
Rinat Hodaya Zagdon

Mordechai (Motti) Zoerman
Bar Zohar

Dan Zomer
Karin Journo

Or Ziv
Yonatan Zeidman

Bar Tomer
Avidan Turgeman
Dudi Turgeman

Shoham Lia Turgeman
Niv Tel Tzur
Adir Tamam
Noa Zander

Matan Zenati
Noy Tiferet Za’afrani 

Shaked Habani
Ziv Hajbi

Lior Hadad Atias
Ran Shefer

Dudi Sharon
Liam Shrem

Hadar Hushan
Gideon (Gidi) Hiel

Noa Hiel
Shimon (Shimi) Hayat

Maya Haim
Gaya Halifa
Ella Hamoy

Yehezkel Hezi Hanum
Ben Hassid

Mark Shindel
Bar Shechter
Arie Hefetz

Katerina Tavgan Goldman
Yiftach Dan Tweg

Adiel Twito
Avraham Gilad Tiberg

Lior Tkach
Mor Trabelsi

Ori Tchernichovsky
Ron Yehudai
Michael Yoav

Ilan Moshe Ya’akov
Shuval Ya’akov

San Amnon Yaakobov
Mai Yitzhaki
Shir Yaron

Shiraz-Shiran Yashmireni 
(Tamam)

Binyamin Ben Cohen
Danielle Cohen

Daniel Asher Cohen
Libby 

Cohen 
Maguri

Mor 
Cohen
Amit 

Cohen
Amit 
Haim 
Cohen
Tal Katz

Omri Lavi
Amit Lahav

Guy Gabriel Levi
Itzhak Levi
Livnat Levi
Lidor Levi
Naor Levi

Nissim Levi
Sigal Levi
Amit Levi

Rotem Rahel Levi
Alisia Levine
Anita Lisman

Oriya Litman Ricardo
David Lischov
Ilan Lipovsky

Yuliya Didenko Lamai
Tiferet Lapidot
Amit Magnazi
Nir Madmon

Shalev Madmoni
Shahak Yossef Madar 

Naama Mualem
Shai Shalom Elior Mutzafi

Maayan Mor
Eliran Mizrahi

Ben Menashe Mizrahi
Raz Mizrahi

Adi Rivka Meisel
Lior Maimon
Amitai Malihi

Dor Malka
Shahar Mansour
Norel Mansouri

Revaya Mansouri
Antonio Massias Monteno

Adir Mesika
Noy Maudi

Stephen Makarchenko
Adi Margalit

Matan Lior Mordehai
Eden Moshe
Gal Navon

Ilkin Nazarov
David Yair Shalom Ne’eman

David Nahum
Hanani Glazer

Rotem Neiman
Jenny Nisenboim Carmeli

Liraz Nissan
Mai Naim

Eden Naftali
Bar Lior Nakmoli

Avi Sassi
Shlomo (Shlomi) Sividia

Moriah Or Swissa
Hili Solomon

Karla Stelzer Mendes
Tomer Strosta

Ram Sela
Elazar Samuelov

Alexander Samoilov
Tamar Samet

Tzur Saidi
Moshe (Moshiko) Saidian

Yaniv Sarudi
Gal Abdush
Naji Abdush

Ofer Udi
Guy Azar

Oz Moshe Ezra
Lior Atun

Hanania Hanan Amar
Mercedes Oria Amar

Roni Polvanov
Maya Foder
Yoad Pe’er

Evgeni Postel
Nir Forti

Roni Petrovski
Daniella (Dana) Patrenko

Ben Fishman
Alina Falhati
Orel Pesso

Karina Pritika
Noa Farage
Ziv Frenkel

Hadar Prince
Mark (Mordechai) Peretz

Ido Peretz
Arik (Arie) Peretz

Ruth Hodaya Peretz
Dado Tsafir

Hai Haim Zfati
Shachar Gal Kadman

Irit Konderov
Shani Kupervaser

Zelta Kosovski
Segev Israel Kishner

Hila Klein
Ofek Kimhi

Linor Keinan
Savyon Chen Kipper
Ma’ayan Kalihman

Stav Kimhi
Jonathan Meir Ken-Dror

Keshet Kasruti-Kalfa
Moriah Raviv
Ofek Rabia
Yuval Rabia
Noam Rabia
Shai Regev

Michal Roimi
Yvonne Eden Patricia Rubio 

Vargas
Yael Rozman

Matan Rosenburg
Yehonatan Rom

Olga Naomi Romashkin
Nitzan Rahum

Aviel Shalom Rahamim
Dvir Rahamim

Gideon Harel Rivlin
Yonatan Richter

Omri Ram
Eli Refai

Sharon Refai
Elia Shametz
Tomer Segev

Sivan Sharhabani
Moshe Shova

Segev Shushan
Roni Shitrit
Noam Shai

Daniel Sheinkerman
Shai Shalev

Noam Shalon
Ram Shalom

Sharona Shmunis Harel
Inbar Shem Tov

Ben Shimoni
Ron Shemer

Eitan Snir
Dor Hanan Shafir
Ziv Pepe Shapira

Eliyahu Uzan
Arieh Uzan

Abed AlRahman Aatef Elziadna
John Esselnov

Benny Gennish
Alina Weissberg
Vladimir Zhukov

Avi Hasdai
Nadav Yosef Hai Taib
Vitali Logvinchenko

Yuri Lisuboy
Svetlana Lisuboy

Yulia Chaban
Daniel Kimmenfeld

Shachaf Kreif
Tal Keren

Robert Shaulov
Or Tasa

Sonthaya Oakkharasri
Sudthisak Rinthalak
Jakfung Jantassana

Sumchai Sayang
Papontanei Pongkrueh

Chaya Reksanon
Arenthit Kayson

Pathay Kiyatissek
Saryut Penkitwanitcharon

Tawatchai Sieto
Pongfat Suchart

Dueh Sayan
Tianchai Yodtongdi
Kraysorn Tomiyoma

Cherkpan Diotaisong
Seta Homsorn
Phichit Najan

Nitikorn Sae Wang
Sattawat Phiaaia

Duwa Sayan
Somchai Sayang

Tou Cae Lee
Anucha Sophakun
Phongphat Suchat

Sakda Surakhai
Chairat Sanusan

Somkhoun Pansa-ard
Arnan Phetrkaeo

Patti Kiatisk
Nanthawat Pinjai

Seriyut Pankitwanitchirnm
Thanakrit Prakotwong

Saksit Khotmee
Jaroon Chatdumdee

Srithat Kawao
Saksit Khotmee

Apichart Gusaram
Phongphat Suchat

Pongsatorn Khunsree
Arnatit Kayson

Theerapong Klangsuwan
Meechai Ritthiphon

Chai Recsanun
Phithak Tholaeng

Phirun Thanonphim
Frabash Bandari
Dipash Raj Bista

Lukandra Sinj Dami
Narayan Prasad Neupane

Ananda Shah
Raj Kumar Swarnakar

Rajan Fulara
Ashish Chaudhary

Ganesh Kumar Nepali
Padam Thapa

Angeline Agirs
Loretta Alkarra
Gracie Cabrera

Paul Vincent Paul Vincent 
Castelvi

Chum Udum
Sujith Nissanka

Anula Jayathilaka
Chi Zanhung
Zishom Wohn

Dali Zoeo
Zishon Won

Joshua Loitu Mollel
Wolderaphael (Tiger) Hagos 

Berhe
Goytum Jabrahiwat
German Nationals:

Caroline Bol
Adam Barima

Alexandre Look
Jake Marlo

Nadav Popplewell
Orión Hernández Radoux

Sharif Suad
Zaher Bashara

Patnibin Maxwell
Mira Ayalon

Eyal Uzan 
Mofid Alzir
Meir Moyal

Shalom Abudi
Hagai Efrat

Amnon Betzalel
Alon Shamli

Yuval Doron Kastleman
Livia Dickman
 Hanna Ifergan

Rabbi Elimelech Wasserman

Memorial Wall
7 October
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We’ll be back 
on 31 October
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Several years ago, I officiated at the 
funeral of a lady named Neilah. 
Intrigued by this unusual name, I 

asked her family for some background. They explained that she 
was born on Yom Kippur, towards the end of the day, and what 
better name for her than the climactic service of the day, Neilah?

There’s a certain irony to this. Little Neilah, when she entered 
this world and began her life, was given a name that would 
forever remind her of her end.

From the moment we’re born, we’re moving inexorably 
towards a goal, a destination. We are forever trying to reach our 
private “neilah”, when the gates close and our striving must end. 
We may not actively be focused on that goal, but it’s always in our 
subconscious, driving us, motivating us, leading us onwards.

What’s that goal, that “neilah”? In the Torah’s description of the 
Temple service of Yom Kippur we read, “From the assembly of 
the children of Israel, he, the Cohen Gadol [high priest] shall take 
two he-goats for a sin offering.” The Talmud points out that the 
two goats had to be identical in every way – appearance, height, 
and price. Yet they didn’t share similar fates. One was prepared as 
a sacrifice, and its blood sprinkled in the inner chambers of the 
Temple. The other was dispatched to a dry and barren wilderness, 
to a lonely and unceremonious death. That second goat was the 
proverbial “scapegoat”. The Cohen Gadol confessed upon its head 
the sins of Israel, and sent it into the wilderness, where it was cast 
over a cliff. Two identical goats, but two very different fates.

I will not attempt to explain the mysteries of these sacrifices, 
but I believe we can extract a lesson from them. The two goats 
were brought as a communal offering. They represent all of Israel, 
every Jew. They begin life identically. When they enter the Temple 
precincts, their fates are unknown, either could be the goat that 
is “for Hashem”, or the bearer of many sins, ending its life in a 
parched land. Only the lottery of the Cohen Gadol will determine 
their fate.

Moses closes his monumental sermon to Israel with these 
words: “See, I have placed before you today the life and the good, 
and the death and the evil, and you shall choose life!” Every Jew 
is offered two choices: to follow a path of good that will lead 
to eternal life or a path of evil, that leads to spiritual death. G-d 
will not force our hand, but He does offer guidance, He tells us 
to choose life. We are the goats, identical at birth, with our fates 
undecided, but later in life, we “draw lots” that determine our 
own path. Will it be a path of good and life, or a path of evil and 
death? After a year in which we have witnessed so much pain and 
suffering, so much death and destruction, let’s choose life!

The right path
Rabbi Matthew Liebenberg – Claremont 
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A message from Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog

As Israelis and Jewish communities around 
the world mark the anniversary of the 
atrocities carried out by Hamas terrorists 

on 7 October, and while 101 hostages remain held 
in brutal captivity by terrorists in Gaza, President 
Isaac Herzog has sent a message to Jewish 
communities and friends of Israel taking part 
in vigils, memorials, and ceremonies all over 
world.

In his 7 October message, the president 
stressed the resilience of the Israeli people 
and the importance of standing united and 
strong against antisemitism across the globe.

“Today marks a full year since the earth 
shook, since the worst of human brutality 
and hatred ripped apart our sense of safety 
and changed our world forever. A year since our 
women, children, and old people were hunted down 
in their beds, burned to death, beheaded, raped, 
and shot. A year since the gathering of our beautiful 
young people turned into a scene of carnage, torture, 
and death. A year since hundreds of our people were 
brutally dragged into captivity, dead and alive.

“And we must be honest, here, now, when the 
passage of time should be able to offer comfort 
and some sense of closure, the earth shakes still. 
Our wounds still cannot fully heal because they are 
ongoing. Because hostages are still being tortured, 

executed, and 
dying in captivity. 
Because they 
and their families 
are still living in 
the loss and the 
terror of 7 October 
right at these very 
moments. Because 
tens of thousands of 
families still cannot 
return home. In 
many senses, we’re 
all still living in the 
aftermath of  
7 October.

“It’s everywhere 
in our country. It’s 

also in the antisemitism that came charging forward 
throughout the world in the wake of the war with 
Hamas. It’s in the ongoing threat to the Jewish state 
by Iran and its terror proxies, who are blinded by 
hatred and bent on the destruction of our one and 
only Jewish nation state. It’s in the tangible fear, 
uncertainty, and anxiety about the future, all of these 
are here with us still.

“But friends, the divider we can create in time so as 
to remember still carries so much meaning. This time, 
one year later, is an invitation to come close to the pain 
and grief, to look at it with open eyes and open hearts, 
remembering what we have lost, which reminds us 
also who we are. We are a people with the power to 
keep standing up again and again against hatred. To 
get back on our feet from the ashes of tragedy. To fight 
and to survive, to heal and rebuild. And in truth, this 
year of so much heartbreak and devastation, which 
has plagued Jew, Muslim, Christian, Druze in my 
nation and Jews all over the world and other friends, 
this year has compelled us to return to the core truths 
of our peoplehood. It has compelled us to reconnect 
with one another, and to recommit ourselves to the 
path of self-reflection, collective responsibility, and 
social justice that are the spiritual legacy of our people.

“And we really have been there for one another this 
year in beautiful expressions of love and solidarity. We 
haven’t abandoned our deep longing and aspiration 
for peace with our neighbours. And we hold onto 
this intention still, even as we insist that as Jews, we 
deserve to feel safe and to be safe, regardless of where 
on earth we may live.

“We will emerge from this difficult time, we will 
overcome the hatred, and we will rebuild. With a vital 
spirit that has defined us, we will come together to 
recover again and again. Inspired by the courage of 
bravery and the beauty of everyone we lost, we will not 
stop believing that a better world is possible.”

In the aftermath, we rise

Israeli President Isaac Herzog at the  
Nova festival site on 7 October 2024
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GLENHAZEL | R 2 100 000

Boomed off road with 24/7-hour access-controlled security. 
Interleading lounge and dining room. Playroom. Covered 
patio, garden, and pool. Eat in kitchen with separate 
scullery. Walk in pantry. 4 Bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms(main 
en suite). Guest toilet. Private study/ work from home. 
Double staff acc. Borehole. 4 Car Garage & Double carport. 

Web Ref: JRL216564 2.5

SYDENHAM | R 1 999 000 OR R 20 000 PM

For sale or to rent. Opportunity to purchase or rent a 
fantastic property with educational business rights. Double 
storey comprises 3 spacious reception rooms. Well-fitted 
neat kitchen. Guest toilet. 5 Bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. 
Cottage potential. Secure off-street parking & carports for 
15 plus cars. Good security. Rental price excludes utilities.

Web Ref: JRL172755 3

www.jawitz.co.za | Registered with the PPRA Buy   Sell   Rent   Manage   Own

WAVERLEY | R 2 149 000

A comfortable, urban cluster – o/plan lounge/dining with 
sliding doors onto covered patio, kitchen with adjoining 
laundry. Large master suite, 2 additional bedrooms, 2nd 
bathroom, guest cloak. Shutters throughout, compact 
garden, 2 parking slots, guardhouse security.

Web Ref: JRL184893 2

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

MORNINGSIDE | R 1 680 000

2 Generous light filled Bedrooms fitted with exquisite BIC 
& wooden laminate flooring. 2 Fully renovated Bathrooms. 
Magnificent modern kitchen with space for 2 appliances 
+fridge/freezer and grocery cupboard. Open plan living/
dining area with great space and flow to entertainer’s 
patio. 2 Parking Bays. 24/7 access-controlled security.

Web Ref: JRL229202 2

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229 Sandra Luntz: 083 679 1247

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Lisa Milner: 082 362 4870

FOR SALEFOR SALE FOR SALE/TO LET FOR SALE
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LEE TANKLE

The sight of Jews gathering in song while a 
large crowd of aggressive anti-Israel activists 
swore at them, tore down their posters, 

and threatened them is one that will forever be 
etched in the memories of those who gathered 
at the specially designed October 7 Square in the 
forest of Great Park Synagogue on the afternoon of 
Sunday, 6 October.

While members of the crowd initially felt fearful 
about the onslaught, a young 21-year-old Habonim 
leader, Greg 
Landau, calmed 
them and got 
them singing 
in response. 
The louder and 
more aggressive 
the protesters 
shouted, the 
more beautiful 
the singing.

“They won’t 
even let us 
mourn in peace,” 
said Gavin Rome, 
a local advocate, 
who was there 
with his family to 
bear witness to 
the events of  
7 October and 
the ongoing war 
with Hamas.

“Various 
community 
organisations united to put together a powerful 
memorial space – October 7 Square – in which 
we could express the day’s meaning and impact,” 
said Karen Milner, the national chairperson of the 
South African Board of Jewish Deputies (SAJBD). 
“The exhibition was open to the public from 12:00 
to 19:00, and concluded with a vigil from the 
Habonim youth movement. The Square was well-
attended and appreciated by the community.”

The tall trees decorated with yellow ribbons 
offset the horror of the exhibits set up in their 
shade. The exhibition, put together by the SAJBD 
in collaboration with local schools, community 
members, and organisations, presented a tapestry 
of stories depicting the atrocities of 7 October 
2023.

It was modelled on Hostage Square in Tel Aviv, 
where “people come, they bring exhibits and 
displays to honour those who lost their lives or 
suffered through the ordeal and to give a voice to 
the hostages still being held captive,” said Wendy 
Kahn, SAJBD national director.

However, though the community and many 
others from all backgrounds and interests came to 
pay homage to what happened on 7 October 2023, 
what emerged later as a blip on the radar of the 
event had an impact on those there at the time.

Fighting hatred with song and an emotive tribute
People inside the “square” were 

confronted by passersby in cars hooting 
aggressively and waving Palestinian 
flags. The Community Security 
Organisation (CSO) was aware that an 
anti-Israel protest was happening on 
Glenhove Road at 17:00, and a large 
crowd was gathering on the bridge not 
far from the event.

Stephen Goldberg, the vice-
chairperson of CSO in Gauteng told 
the SA Jewish Report, “They had the 

usual paraphernalia of Palestinian 
flags, there were a few Hezbollah 
flags among them, and keffiyehs. They 
started by protesting on the bridge, 
singing, ‘From the river to the sea’ 
and ‘Free Palestine’ and all the usual 
slogans they use. They were abusive 
and aggressive.”

As the protesters travelled along 
Glenhove Road, coming closer to the 
entrance of Great Park Forest, the 
crowd got louder and more abusive. 
The protesters then stood outside 
the fence screaming, chanting, and 

hurling abuse and threats.
“Quite a few of them were shouting at our 

people, saying, ‘We want to fuck you up,’ and ‘We 
want to kill you,’” said Goldberg.

A community member who asked to remain 
anonymous told the SA Jewish Report that while 
walking around the Square, the noise of the 
protesters took over from the crowd at the exhibits.

“Listening and seeing the horrifying stories 
of what happened that day hit me in the gut,” 
he says, “but it was overlaid by the fact that two 
metres away there was a crowd of protesters 
screaming and shouting. All I could hear was 
protesters saying, 

TALI FEINBERG

Bleeding profusely from her hands after being viciously attacked by an 
anti-Israel mob on Friday, 27 September, Cape Town academic and 
interfaith leader, Dr Azila Reisenberger (72), continued to hold an 

Israeli flag and stand calmly as the mob hurled antisemitic abuse at her.
Reisenberger, who faced shouts of “Jews must go away”; “Jews must all 

die”; and “Pity they didn’t finish Jews off in Europe”, opened a case of assault 
with the South African Police Service (SAPS), and then went to a doctor who 
cleaned the wounds, bandaged them, and prescribed antibiotics to prevent 
infection. Two weeks later, she still doesn’t have full function in her hands, and 
it’s painful to move them. She was also hit in the face, and is still bruised.

Born and raised in Israel before moving to South Africa in her 20s, 
Reisenberger decided to support her Christian Zionist friends who have been 
standing outside Parliament in support of Israel every Friday for 25 years. 
When she arrived, she saw they had chosen not to do so that week as they 
had been viciously attacked the previous week. She decided that she would 
still stand with her Israeli flag, but as soon as she got out of her car, anti-Israel 
protesters, who also now protest there weekly, tried to rip it out of her hands, 
injuring her.

The mob surrounded her, pushed her, destroyed her flag, and hurled abuse, 
but Reisenberger remained calm, telling them that just because they were 
shouting, it didn’t make their words true. She told them she understood that 
they felt they need to stand with their brethren like she stood with hers, but 
there was no need to be abusive or call for the other side to be killed. “You can 

wave your flag, and I can wave my flag,” she said. But the mob showed their 
true colours by forcing her flag from her hands and setting it alight.

However, this sprightly grandmother simply took out another, bigger flag 
and continued to hold it with steadfast resilience. She walked across the road, 
but was followed by the mob, who continued to surround her, prod her with 
flags, be abusive, and try to provoke her.

The police arrived, and advised her to leave as it was too dangerous, but she 
refused, saying that to do so would impinge on her freedom of expression. 
Parliamentary guards arrived, and ensured the mob returned her flag to her 
– it wasn’t fully burnt. The guards then protected Reisenberger while taking 
photographs of the mob.

After standing calmly for an hour but still bleeding, Reisenberger chose 
to leave when she was ready. Since that day, she has faced harassment from 
anonymous emails. However, she says, “I’m not scared of anything. I want 
to tell everyone, especially the younger generation, to stand up for what you 
believe in. I was happy to stand alone with my flag. You don’t need other 
people to join you if you know you need to do something. If you believe in 
something, just do it. Maybe that’s the Israeli way.”

An established author, respected women’s rights activist, academic, 
marriage officer, and interfaith leader, Reisenberger says she’s shocked at the 
vile and extremist anti-Israel rhetoric she’s seeing in academia and women’s 
rights spaces.

As a long-term lecturer in Hebrew literature, gender, and sexuality, and 
gender and religions at the University of Cape Town (UCT), she’s horrified at 
former colleagues now calling for the 

Interfaith leader violently attacked by anti-Israel mob

Continued on page 4>>
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At the 7 October Square in 
Houghton this week
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Interfaith leader violently attacked by anti-Israel mob

eradication of Israel – her homeland – and spouting hatred 
and conspiracy theories on social media.

She believes that the interfaith connections at UCT have 
been eroded, and she has friends who were once close 
colleagues who have turned their backs on her. She’s 
deeply concerned about the extreme narrative at UCT. “The 
discussion is no longer about peace, it’s about annihilation 
of the Jewish state. These are thinking people, yet they don’t 
recognise the evil, the horror,”  
she says.

Reisenberger’s daughter, Tali 
Anderssen, says she and her family 
were away at the time, “and didn’t 
even know my mom was going to 
go to Parliament until she told us 
afterwards. I was proud that she was 
going to support the longstanding 
Bridges for Peace group that 
regularly stands outside Parliament. 
My mom has been friends with many 
of them for years, as they have such 
a wonderful, peaceful love for Israel. 
Unfortunately, she was alone that day, and it’s horrifying that 
she could be so blatantly assaulted in front of the precinct, 
with no real intervention. There’s been such thuggish 
behaviour by pro-Palestinian groups, and seemingly no 
recognition that any other views are allowed other than their 
own.”

Adrienne Jacobson, the chairperson of the Cape South 
African Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape SAJBD), says, “The 
previous week, also outside Parliament, the same aggressive 
pro-Palestinian group attacked an elderly Christian man, 
stealing his Israeli flag, slapping him in the face, and kicking 
him in the stomach. He, too, sustained injuries and will also 
be opening a case with the SAPS. There’s also a video of the 
incident.

“The Cape SAJBD condemns in the strongest terms the 

deviation from the South African ethos of peaceful protest 
into physical and verbal assault by certain pro-Palestinian 
groups,” says Jacobson. “Freedom of expression is a 
constitutionally enshrined right of every South African, 
and for these groups to deny individuals these rights and 
compound this by committing criminal acts, is unacceptable. 
We have engaged with SAPS and the City of Cape Town to act 
against these hoodlums and ensure that they don’t attack 

anyone else in the future. We may have 
differing opinions about the Middle 
East, but it doesn’t validate or justify 
the use of hate speech and violence.

“We call on our government leaders, 
including the African National Congress 
[ANC], to condemn the violence against 
fellow South Africans. Regardless of 
the ANC’s political position against 
Israel, it must support its own citizens’ 
constitutional rights to freedom of 
expression.”

South African Zionist Federation 
(SAZF) spokesperson Rolene Marks 

says, “The SAZF condemns the attack on a Jewish woman 
outside Parliament with the contempt it deserves. We call on 
authorities to take swift action to investigate and prosecute 
this crime.

“We urge the government, the ANC, and President 
Cyril Ramaphosa to refrain from their repeated anti-Israel 
statements that are devoid of fact, and serve only to increase 
volatility and division within South Africa and do nothing to 
bring peace to the Middle East,” Marks says. “By choosing to 
accuse Israel falsely of genocide at the International Court of 
Justice, the government has created an environment that’s 
not safe for Jewish people in South Africa. It should refrain 
from repeating falsehoods against Israel, and ensure that 
South Africa is a place that’s safe and accepting for all who 
live in it, including Jews.”

On 5 October 2024, 
a parade of moral 
degradation took 

place in the streets of Cape 
Town. Under the misleading 
banner of a “March for 
Palestine”, what unfolded 
wasn’t a call for peace or an 
outcry for justice. Instead, 
it was a brazen celebration 
of the very organisations 
responsible for the most 
heinous acts of terror.

This was no protest for 
human rights; it was an open 
endorsement of Hamas, 
Hezbollah, and other groups 
that thrive on the blood of 
innocent civilians, particularly 
Jewish ones.

The scene was chilling. 
Massive banners depicted the 
leaders of Hamas, Hezbollah, 
and Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, men known not for 
their advocacy of peace, but 
for their orchestration of 
massacres.

The photo at the heart of 
this spectacle shows smiling 
women holding up a sign 
reading, “Death to Israel”; 
“Death to Zionism,” complete 
with bloodied handprints. This 
photo captures exactly what 
was proudly paraded at the  
so-called “March for Palestine” 
to Parliament, a march 
laughably framed as one 
to “end genocide”. Instead 
of a solemn stand against 
supposed atrocities, what 
do we see? Smiling women 
holding up a placard that 
screams “Death to Israel”; 
“Death to Zionism”, complete 
with the sickeningly symbolic 
bloodied handprints, a nod 
to the barbaric lynching of 
Israelis by Abdel-Aziz Salha. 
And behind them? A massive 
banner showcasing the  
so-called “Axis of Resistance”, 
featuring the familiar faces 
of those who lead Hamas, 
Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah, 
groups that have repeatedly 
orchestrated terrorist attacks 
against civilians.

Slogans like “Viva Hamas” 
and “Viva Hezbollah” weren’t 
expressions of solidarity 
with the oppressed; they 
were the rallying cries of 
those who endorse the mass 
murder of Jews. All this under 
the pretence of protesting 
“genocide”. It wasn’t a march 
for peace or justice, it was 
a hate-filled celebration of 
terror and violence, dressed 
up in the morally bankrupt 
language of activism. The 
hypocrisy would be laughable 
if it weren’t so disgustingly 
dangerous.

Megan Choritz from 
South African Jews for a Free 
Palestine, a South African 
Jew, and self-proclaimed anti-
Zionist, gave a speech on the 
stage. She did so in front of a 
massive banner emblazoned 
with the words, “We are all 
Hamas.” Her participation 
at this event reveals an 
astounding moral blindness.

Equally disturbing were the words of 
Nazier Paulsen of the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF), who brazenly declared, 
“We are Hamas, we are Hezbollah, 
we are the Houthis.” He went further, 
demanding the expulsion of the Israeli 
ambassador, who was in fact withdrawn 
from South Africa by Israel almost a 
year ago, and the prosecution of South 
Africans who serve in the Israel Defense 
Forces. He also proclaimed Israel was 
an illegitimate state that has no right to 
exist. This is a man who openly aligns 
himself with terror groups responsible 
for countless civilian deaths, and he does 
so without shame or reservation. It’s this 
showboating we South Africans have 
become accustomed to when it comes 
to the EFF.

One cannot overlook the participation 
of Dr Imtiaz Sooliman, the founder of 
Gift of the Givers, who, when given the 
platform, chose not to call for peace but 

to echo antisemitic 
conspiracy 
theories, railing 
against Jews and 
their supposed 
control of the 
world. The fact that 
this rhetoric, once 
relegated to the 
darkest corners 
of history, is now 
proudly broadcast 
in public is beyond 
alarming. Gift of 
the Givers runs 
a relatively large 
clinic in Khan Yunis 
called KhuzaClinic, 
a few kilometres 
from Kibbutz 
Nir Oz, one of 
the hardest hit 
Kibbutzim on  

7 October 2023. One in four residents of 
Nir Oz were murdered.

And what of the Muslim Judicial 
Council’s Sheik Riad Fataar, who 
whipped the crowd into a frenzy by 
declaring, “We are all Hamas.” This was 
no slip of the tongue. It was a calculated 
alignment with an organisation 
dedicated to violence, terrorism, and 
the destruction of the Jewish state. 
His words were met with thunderous 
applause.

The presence of PAGAD (People 
Against Gangsterism and Drugs), 
a group with a notorious history of 
violence including the bombing of South 
African synagogues like Wynberg Shul, 
should remove any lingering doubts 
about the true nature of this event. 
This wasn’t a protest. This was a rally 
celebrating hatred and terror.

Let’s not kid ourselves. This wasn’t a 
march for peace. This wasn’t a call for 

justice. This was a 
public glorification 
of those who revel 
in the slaughter of civilians. To disguise 
it in the language of human rights is 
not only dishonest, it’s also profoundly 
dangerous. The real tragedy here is that 
mainstream South African organisations 
like the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions and Gift of the Givers lend a thin 
veneer of legitimacy to this madness 
by associating themselves with it. By 
standing beside those waving Hamas 
and Hezbollah flags, they embolden the 
extremists and legitimise an agenda 
steeped in hatred.

The timing of this rally, on the eve 
of the anniversary of Hamas’s barbaric 
massacre of Israelis on 7 October 
2023, only adds to the grotesque irony. 
Instead of condemning these atrocities, 
South African organisations march in 
celebration of them.

It’s time for the world to wake up 
to the reality of what this “March for 
Palestine” really is: a gathering of 
extremists, parading under the false 
flag of human rights, with the aim of 
sowing hatred and glorifying terror. 
And if we remain silent, if we continue 
to let this grotesque masquerade go 
unchallenged, we will be complicit in 
allowing evil to triumph.

In the words of Edmund Burke, “The 
only thing necessary for the triumph of 
evil is for good men to do nothing.” It’s 
time for good people to stand up and 
expose this for what it truly is: a hate-
fuelled endorsement of terror.
• �Tim Flack is a seasoned 

communications professional with a 
diverse background spanning military 
service, media, public relations, and 
safety and security. He is a firearms 
activist, and owns the Cape Town-based 
public relations firm Flack Partners PR.

Marching for terrorism disguised as activism
tim flackopinion

“We are all Hamas” 
banner on display in 

Cape Town on 5 October

Dr Azila 
Reisenberger 

>>Continued from page 3
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TALI FEINBERG

As South African Jewry mourned the first 
anniversary since the worst massacre of Jews 
since the Holocaust, South Africa’s president 

Cyril Ramaphosa changed the historical facts in a 
statement he made on 7 October 2024, which begins 
with him claiming that 7 October, “marks one year since 
the start of an onslaught against the Palestinian people 
that has thus far claimed more than 43 000 lives”.

He made no mention that the only thing Israel did on 
that day was try to rescue its citizens from unspeakable 
brutality and acts of genocide. He went on to say, “The 
violence that has been committed by Israel against 
Palestinians over many decades intensified after an 
attack on Israel by Hamas and other Palestinian armed 
groups on 7 October last year,” effectively blaming Israel 
for the massacre.

Ramaphosa went on to say that Israel had fewer 
victims than the Palestinians, and called for the hostages 
to be released, almost excusing himself by saying “we 
cannot help but be moved” by their plight. He then 
equivocated Hamas criminals held in Israeli jails with 
innocent Israelis held hostage by Hamas terrorists. He 
made no mention of Hezbollah’s unprovoked daily 
rocket attacks on Israel over the past year, framing Israel’s 
response as aggression.

The chairperson of the South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies, Professor Karen Milner, says, “The ANC [African 
National Congress] is rewriting history with the sole aim 
of hurting South African Jewry. A year ago, on 7 October, 
when Hamas brutally killed, raped, burnt, murdered, and 
kidnapped innocent Israeli civilians, leaving more than 
1 200 dead, it refused to condemn Hamas and show any 
sympathy for the victims. One year later, the ANC is still 
refusing to acknowledge Hamas’s atrocities.

“The lack of compassion the president has for the 
victims of 7 October is stark, and a devastating reminder 
to the Jewish community about how little he cares for 
Jewish lives. Once again, we cannot help but lament 

the missed opportunity for South Africa to play a real 
role in this war-torn region by being an honest broker in 
seeking peace rather than being a Hamas apologist.”

Ramaphosa’s comments on 7 October are outrageous, 
says South African Zionist Federation spokesperson 
Rolene Marks. “Blaming Israel for Hamas’s attack is 
nothing short of victim-blaming, twisting the truth 
about what happened that day. The timing 
of this insensitivity was deliberate, 
and gaslights Jews. Instead of 
fostering unity, the president 
sows division.”

Ramaphosa’s 
comments came after 
the ANC hosted a 
vigil on 6 October 
which it said “paid 
tribute to the 42 000 
Palestinian civilians 
who lost their lives 
between October 2023 
and October 2024”, 
neglecting to mention that 
almost 18 000 Palestinians 
killed in the war were Hamas 
combatants, according to the Israel 
Defense Forces.

The event was hosted with anti-Israel groups that 
call for the obliteration of Israel through violent means. 
Participants held signs saying, “Israel has no history, only 
a criminal record.”

At the vigil, Ronald Lamola, minister of international 
relations and cooperation, said, “We know apartheid 
when we see it”, and that it was clear that “Israel are  
the aggressors” in the conflict. His comments come  
after press releases from his department on  
28 September and 2 October, in which the Department 
of International Relations and Cooperation (Dirco) stated, 
“The government of South Africa expresses its profound 
concern regarding the recent escalation of extrajudicial 

killings in the Middle East, most notably the tragic 
assassination of [Hezbollah leader] Hassan Nasrallah.”

It also condemned Israel’s targeted pager attack 
on Hezbollah terrorists, saying it “warrants strong 
condemnation from the international community. 
Such attacks on civilians constitute a grave violation 
of international human rights and humanitarian law”. 

South Africa has never condemned Hezbollah’s 
indiscriminate rocket attacks on Israelis 

since 8 October, including the 
murder of 12 Druze children.

Dirco went on to blame 
Israel for Iran’s missile 

attack on 1 October, 
saying, “The continued 
occupation of Palestine 
has denied the 
Palestinian people their 
enshrined rights of 

self-determination and 
statehood, which remains 

a prerequisite to restoring 
peace and security in the 

region.”
On 7 October, the ANC repeated 

the lie that all Palestinians who have died 
in the Gaza war were defenceless civilians, and that 

Israel attacked Gaza on 7 October. “This day marks a year 
since the Israel massacre of 42 000 unarmed Palestinian 
civilians, journalists, and the displacement of millions by 
the genocidal Israel government,” it said.

Said Milner, “Since 7 October 2023, the ANC has 
consistently lauded the perpetrators without recognition 
of the worst massacre of Jews since the Holocaust. The 
party has consistently bashed South African Jews for its 
own political expediency.

“We mourn the loss of all innocent lives on both sides. 
However, the ANC has demonstrated intense denialism 
in its refusal to acknowledge that innocent Israeli lives 
were needlessly taken, unprovoked, on 7 October, and in 

terror attacks since that day,” says Milner. “If the ANC was 
genuinely worried about the lives of innocents, it would 
pressure its friend, Hamas, to release the hostages and 
ensure the war ends.”

Says Marks, “The ANC government didn’t even 
bother to condemn Iran explicitly for its blatant act of 
war against Israel. It didn’t hesitate to mourn Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasrallah’s death, calling it a tragedy. This 
shows, beyond doubt, that the ANC stands with rogue 
states and terrorist organisations. It’s preposterous that 
the president of a country that accuses Israel of genocide 
sides with Hamas and Iran, which have both clearly 
stated their goal of eradicating Israel and the Jewish 
people.”

Local political analyst Daniel Silke says Ramaphosa’s 
statement “is entirely in line with the broader shift in 
South African foreign policy. After years of increased 
influence from Iranian and Palestinian agencies 
that operate in and out of South Africa, the country’s 
foreign policy is now myopic, not prepared even to 
acknowledge the suffering of Israelis.” 

It’s also part of “a broader foreign policy battle 
within the ANC, where some wish to distance 
themselves from the West and move towards a new 
non-aligned BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
Africa, Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the United Arab 
Emirates), post-United States (US) world. Israel is a 
useful pawn to critique the West, given that it is seen 
as a proxy of the US. This corresponds with the Iranian 
view, and South Africa’s close ties with Iran play into 
this.”

In addition, “South Africa has been emboldened by 
global sentiment,” Silke says, “and this kind of statement 
reflects the ANC’s ease with its more radical approach.”

However, “It’s a shame that Ramaphosa has failed to 
show any empathy with the Jewish community in South 
Africa,” says Silke. “He can retain his views on Israel, 
but he can also show an understanding of the depth of 
feeling that exists within the Jewish community. Yet, he 
has failed to express any empathy.”

ANC rewrites history to suit its narrative

 
At the ANC vigil on 6 October

Photo: Facebook
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Ramaphosa rewriting history
The source of  qual i ty  content ,  news and ins ights

I totally understand that the president of South 
Africa has chosen a side in Israel’s war for its 
survival. I guess, somehow, that this is his 

prerogative as a human being. I, too, have one side I 
support. The truth is though, as a Jew, I don’t have a 
choice. Israel is intrinsically linked to me and every 
other Jew, and the survival of the Jewish state is my 
survival. Besides, it’s clear from those around us that 
unless we condemn Israel, which few Jews will ever 
do, we are lumped together as “genocidal maniacs” or 
“baby killers”.

I digress. President Cyril Ramaphosa and his party, 
the African National Congress (ANC), may choose 
who they support, which they made clear years ago, 
but they don’t get to rewrite history. That’s not their 
right, nor their prerogative. History is an absolute.

When Ramaphosa makes a statement to the nation on 7 October, exactly one year 
after Hamas massacred our people, and negates the occurrence of a violent massacre, 
that’s unconscionable. How dare he! In his “From the Desk of the President” missive, 
he literally says, “7 October marks one year since the start of an onslaught against the 
Palestinians that has thus far claimed 43 000 lives.” He then proceeds to undermine 
anything that might have happened to Israel to warrant it fighting back, by calling what 
was a depraved, violent genocidal massacre a simple “attack on Israel”.

Where was our dear president when the horrific videos and images that were sent out 
with pride and glee by the Hamas operatives themselves showed their brutality, murder, 
rape, and all the devastation they wrought? Where was he when the world was horrified 
at what happened? Are Jewish lives irrelevant to him?

Mr President, you have no right to negate what was the worst atrocity in Jewish 
history since the Holocaust. You don’t get to change the facts of our lives and that of our 
people.

I so clearly recall when Ramaphosa became president, he told our community how 
important we were in shaping South Africa. “Members of the Jewish community are 
to be found, and have excelled, in almost every field of social, scientific, and economic 
endeavour,” he said. “Though small in number, the South African Jewish community 
is significant in its influence and capabilities, and in the contribution it has made, and 
continues to make, to building this nation.”

He went on to say how inextricably linked we were to the rest of the population. He 
then told us that it was important for the government to engage with Israel on issues in 
the Middle East. “And where we think incorrect policies are being pursued, we actually 
need to go and talk to the people and gain access, argue our point, and find consensus.”

So much for that, Mr President. Instead, you negate our suffering and that of 
our people. I’m not sure what happened to you, but this isn’t acceptable. You are 
inviting trouble in an already troubled situation. You make out that Israel has no 
reason to defend itself.

Let me tell you something. If Israel is to survive – which it will – its soldiers have 
no choice but to stop those who want to destroy us from doing so. It’s as simple as 
that. Not one Israeli mother wants to send her son or husband to war. Surely you 
can understand that? Do you honestly, in your heart of hearts, believe that Israel 
wants a war on seven sides? Do you truly believe that Israelis want to be fighting 
when they could be living a good life? Do you believe Israelis in the north and 
south want to be living in little rooms far from their homes because their areas are 
being bombarded daily by Hezbollah and Hamas, and now Iran?

Mr President, you actually know this community well as many of our business 
leaders supported your rise and advised you. So, you know well that we aren’t a 
warring people. We are a people who just want to get on and have decent lives, 
ensuring that we give the best we can to our children. We aren’t devils! Neither are 
our brethren in Israel.

But when terrorist organisations, which have taken hold of entire countries, 
challenge Israel’s right to survive as a country, don’t think that it won’t fight back. 
It will and it is, but Israel isn’t what the world should be worried about.

Think about what you are doing by negating the devastation of 7 October. Look 
around you, and think about what your words do.

Perhaps Ramaphosa and the ANC should have spent some time at the October 7 
Square in Houghton. On Sunday and Monday, 6 and 7 October, Jewish communal 
organisations held the most spectacular exhibition which they made – with a great 
deal of hard work and creativity – to resemble Hostage Square in Tel Aviv. It was 
the most moving and solemn experience for all who went there. And people poured in 
from all walks of life, and felt the sadness we are experiencing here and in Israel. They 
were willing to hear us, not just negate us and what happened in Israel because it didn’t 
fit their favoured narrative.

There was a Jewish businessman who suggested to his staff, who weren’t Jewish, that 
they might want to go and see it for themselves. Every single one of them went and did 
not regret it. And that’s just one of many such beautiful stories.

The one glitch in this commemoration was a horde of aggressive anti-Israel rabble 
rousers who caused trouble at the square. (See page 3.) What resulted from their hatred 
was Jews gathering with pride, and singing so loud, the swearing and threats were 
drowned out. What a proud moment for us!

Strength to our community, which has shown its bravery, camaraderie, and 
togetherness in this troubling time! Shabbat Shalom and may you all be inscribed in the 
Book of Life!

Peta Krost
Editor
We will not be publishing for the next two weeks because of the chaggim, but will be back  
on 31 October.

Jewish Reportsouth african South Africa at a moral 
crossroads

rowan polovinopinion

One year after the 7 October massacre, the most 
horrific attack on Jewish people since the 
Holocaust, South Africa stands on the precipice of 

moral failure. The leadership of the African National Congress 
(ANC) has transformed our once-proud beacon of hope and 
reconciliation into a political proxy against Israel, betraying 
our democratic values and undermining global peace and 
security.

Ordinary citizens and political parties in the new 
government of national unity must confront this moral 
abdication and steer South Africa back towards its principles 
of democracy, humanity, and equality.

The ANC government’s response to the 7 October atrocities 
goes beyond mere political misstep; it represents a shocking 
abdication of moral responsibility. From the outset, the ANC-
led government brazenly aligned itself with the perpetrators 
rather than the victims. This moral bankruptcy has now 
reached new depths, with the ANC issuing a directive for 
“commemorative activities in solidarity with Palestine” on  
7 October 2024, a callous erasure of Israeli suffering that lays 
bare the government’s skewed perspective.

President Cyril Ramaphosa and his leadership, brazenly 
donning keffiyehs, levelled scandalous charges of genocide 
against Israel while victims’ bodies still lay unburied. Former 
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation,  
Dr Naledi Pandor, took this unconscionable stance even 
further. She not only made a call of support and solidarity to 
Hamas leaders, but a mere two weeks after 7 October, visited 
Iran, the puppet master of regional terror and the architect of 
the seven-front war against Israel.

This unconscionable position is no momentary lapse, but 
a calculated strategy. South Africa has willingly positioned 
itself as another proxy of Iran, opening a new front in the war 
against Israel – the front of delegitimisation.

By leveraging its status as a democratic nation with the 
moral legacy of fighting apartheid, Pretoria has become the 
politically palatable mouthpiece for those who seek Israel’s 
destruction. The government’s decision to bring genocide 
charges against Israel in the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) marks the nadir of this moral descent.

Since 7 October, the Department of International Relations 
and Cooperation (Dirco) has devolved into little more than 
a Hamas propaganda outlet. It eagerly spreads terrorist lies, 
falsely accuses Israel of Hamas’s crimes, denies Hamas’s 
atrocities despite mounting evidence, and even slanders 
Jewish leaders as fabricators of these horrors. This stance 
makes a mockery of South Africa’s purported commitment to 
human rights and international law.

The formation of a government of national unity has 
introduced a glimmer of hope, with several coalition parties 
supporting Israel. However, Ramaphosa, Dirco, and the 
international relations minister persist in their unwarranted 
attacks on Israel.

At the United Nations General Assembly on 24 September 
2024, Ramaphosa devoted more than a quarter of his 
allotted time to criticising Israel indiscriminately, repeating 
the baseless “genocide” accusation, and lauding the ICJ case.

This week, on the anniversary of 7 October, Ronald Lamola, 
the minister of international relations and cooperation 

announced South Africa’s imminent filing of its memorial to 
the ICJ case. In light of these actions, it’s crucial that pro-Israel 
parties within the coalition assert their influence to reshape 
South Africa’s foreign policy.

Their goal should be to steer the country towards a policy 
of dehyphenation between Israel and the Palestinians. This 
approach would allow South Africa to cultivate relations with 
Israel independent of the Palestinian issue, enabling our 
country to benefit from Israeli technology and innovation 
in line with India and other countries who have taken this 
position.

Meanwhile, the ongoing hypocrisy of our government’s 
position is staggering. While unabashedly bashing Israel, it 
cannot bring itself to condemn Hezbollah’s relentless rocket 
assaults on Israeli civilians or Iran’s unprecedented launch of 
200 ballistic missiles at Israel. The strongest condemnation it 
can muster is “concern” about “hostilities”, invariably followed 
by blaming Israel for the escalation.

This moral bankruptcy extends beyond rhetoric. The 
ANC-controlled City of Johannesburg’s proposal to rename 
Sandton Drive to Leila Khaled Drive – a transparent attempt 
to antagonise both the United States (US) and the Jewish 
community – exemplifies the petty vindictiveness that has 
replaced principled governance.

The contradictions in South Africa’s foreign policy are 
glaring. While aligning itself with the enemies of the West 
and undermining Israel at every turn, the government 
simultaneously lobbies the US to continue with the Africa 
Growth and Opportunity Act and maintain positive trade 
and diplomatic relations. This schizophrenic approach not 
only damages our international credibility, it jeopardises our 
economic interests.

Moreover, the government’s stance makes peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians less attainable. By failing to 
condemn terrorism and refusing to hold Hamas accountable 
for its actions, South Africa emboldens extremists and 
undermines moderate voices on both sides, prolonging the 
conflict and increasing suffering for all.

The tragedy of this situation is compounded by its 
disconnect from the sentiments of the average South African. 

Our on-the-ground experiences consistently 
indicate that most citizens don’t share the 
government’s obsessive hostility towards 
Israel. The recent national elections, in 
which the ANC suffered a resounding defeat 
despite making virulent anti-Israel sentiment 
a core part of its platform, confirmed this gulf 
between the government and the people.

The government’s actions over the past 
year haven’t just betrayed its Jewish citizens, 
they have also trampled upon the very 
democratic values that are the bedrock of 
our society. This past year has forced many to 
question their place in a country that seems 
increasingly hostile to their identity and 
beliefs.

Yet, in the face of this pressure and 
cynical emotional manipulation, the South 
African Jewish community has stood firm. 
Our support for the nation-state of the 
Jewish people in our historic homeland 
isn’t a matter of choice, it’s part of our sacred 
identity. We won’t be swayed by the moral 
confusion of our detractors, nor will we 
apologise for our steadfast Zionism.

As we commemorate the victims of 
7 October and stand in solidarity with those still held 
captive, we must also recognise that South Africa stands 
at a crossroads. Will the ANC-controlled foreign relations 
department continue down this path of moral bankruptcy, 
aligning Pretoria with those who perpetrate and celebrate 
violence? Or will our country reclaim its position as a voice 
for justice, peace, and reconciliation?

The choice is clear. South Africa must step back from the 
brink, reassess its position, and return to the values that once 
made us a beacon of hope for the world. We must condemn 
terrorism unequivocally, support Israel’s right to self-defence, 
and support the goals and vision of the Abraham Accords 
in the Middle East. Only then can we begin to restore our 
moral standing and play a constructive role on the global 
stage. Our future as a respected member of the international 
community depends on it.

• �Rowan Polovin is national chairperson of the South African 
Zionist Federation.

At the ANC’s final election rally in May 2024
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This is Lebo J, aged 19. He shops twice a month, usually at weekends. He arrives at our mall  
in the mid-afternoon when it’s really buzzing. Many of his friends are there too.

On average, after 2.3 hours of shopping and browsing, Lebo leaves from the east wing  
and takes a taxi home to his family, a drive of around 40 minutes.

Lebo’s mother will ask him about the discounts and special offers he spotted as he ambled 
around both floors of the centre. This helps her to plan her weekly grocery shop, which she  
does before lunch on Mondays.

We know all this and more about Lebo J and our other visitors too. Our multi-faceted consumer 
behaviour research, combined with our deep understanding of the needs and desires of the 
communities we serve, leads us every step of the way.

Our unique focus on a superior customer experience ultimately benefits all our key stakeholders: 
customers, tenants and investors.

As a Vukile stakeholder, you too will benefit from our extensive analysis of shopper behaviour 
and the factors that drive continuously evolving retail trends.

There has never been a better time to invest in people like Lebo J.

BUILDING COMMUNITIES, GROWING VALUE.

OUR 220 MILLION SHOPPER VISITS  
A YEAR CREATE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH  
AND SUPERIOR VALUE. 
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Born in Israel and raised in South Africa before 
returning to live in the Jewish state, clinical 
psychologist Lihie Gilhar says that in the wake of  

7 October, “I was in a place of utter disbelief, searching for 
a way to make sense of the unimaginable.”

This led her to create a project called “Bring Them Light”, 
where she makes videos about every victim of 7 October 
that are then posted on social media. In addition, she 
created a monument that was unveiled at the Habima 
Theatre complex in Tel Aviv on 5 October, with a lightbulb 
for each victim, symbolising their everlasting light.

“I recall seeing the videos of Naama Levy and Shani 
Louk, and I just couldn’t accept that this would be their 
legacy, that this is how the world would remember them,” 
Gilhar says from her home in Tel Aviv. “As time passed, 
it became clear to me that while attention had rightfully 
shifted to the war and the soldiers, the victims were being 
lost. I couldn’t bear to allow such a tragedy to fade into 
the background. This project was my way of ensuring that 
those who were brutally murdered are remembered, their 
light shining through the darkness of these events.”

The idea to create tribute videos came after Gilhar 
received approval to create a memorial monument at 
the Habima Theatre complex. “I started researching 
each individual, but as I gathered names, I realised that 
simply attaching a name wasn’t enough. I found myself 
searching for photos, stories, anything to breathe life into 
these memories, but the initial video I created felt flat and 
lifeless. It was then that I knew that I had to do more.”

She decided to reach out personally to every family. “I 
wanted to hear their stories, receive photos and videos, 
and allow them to tell me about their loved ones in their 
own words. My goal was to create a true life story for each 
individual so people could get to know them as they 
really were, beyond just a name.”

The creation of each video begins with families sharing 
photos and videos with Gilhar. “I then conduct a personal 
phone interview, where I ask them to tell me everything 
they want the world to know about their loved one. In 
some cases, the pain is too overwhelming for parents, so 
I often speak to siblings. After the interview, I transcribe 
the conversation, translate it into English as it’s very 
important the stories spread around the world, and 
carefully craft their story from those heartfelt words.”

Once the story is written, a video is created. Assisted by 
South African olah Carrie Sandler Elbaz, “we match the 
text with images and videos that capture each chapter 
of their life, ensuring that the visuals align with their 
personal journey. The music is also deeply meaningful, 
as we use songs they loved. It’s then sent to the family 
for feedback. Once we have their approval, the video is 
finalised and uploaded.

“This meticulous process ensures that each tribute isn’t 
just a video, but a deeply authentic reflection of their life. 
It allows their story to be told in a way that honours their 

memory and gives families a lasting legacy to share with 
the world.”

Bringing the lightbulb monument to life was “perhaps 
the most challenging part of this journey, even more 
so than creating the emotional videos”, says Gilhar. “It 
required funding, logistics, and navigating obstacles. I 
had never undertaken something like this before, and it 
was daunting. I was given a specific target by the person 
constructing it, and the pressure to meet that goal was 
immense. Despite the difficulties, I pushed through. I still 
struggle to find the words to express what it feels like to 
see it become a reality.”

Gilhar spent her early years in South Africa, 
immigrating with her parents when she was two. At 19, 
she returned to Israel. She later spent more time in South 
Africa studying. “I eventually left South Africa due to 
concerns about crime, and haven’t returned in 17 years, 
though my family remains there,” she says.

“We are still in the process of collecting donations 
to continue sharing these crucial stories as all the work 
has been voluntary. We’re working to secure funding to 
establish the monument as a permanent installation.” 
To support the project, Gilhar urges us “to help spread 
awareness globally”. She hopes this could help bring the 
monument to South Africa. “Furthermore, we’re seeking 
financial support to sustain our efforts. Together, we can 
ensure that the victims’ legacies are shared with as many 
people as possible.”

Sandler Elbaz, who made aliya from Johannesburg, 
says, “I chose to help because I feel it’s crucial to 
memorialise these lives in a way that offers comfort to 
their families and preserves their memories for future 
generations.”

Her main contribution has been creating the tribute 
videos, “which takes a significant amount of time and 
effort as I strive to condense the essence of their lives into 
five or six-minute videos. It can be emotionally difficult to 
read about their lives and learn who they were, as I work 

to portray their stories respectfully and meaningfully. 
Additionally, I’m building the website for the project, 
which will serve as a central hub for all the tributes.”

The most rewarding aspect of the project has been the 
messages Gilhar has received from families expressing 
gratitude. “Knowing that we have honoured their 
memories in such a meaningful way is profoundly 
fulfilling and validates the effort we’ve put into this 
endeavour,” she says.

Meanwhile she continues to work as a psychologist, 
including treating soldiers. “A common thread in my 
sessions is disbelief. In Israel, there’s a prevailing 
notion of resilience that often leads people to suppress 
harsh realities. Pervasive uncertainty and pain are 
palpable. There’s a constant sense of shock and lack of 
control.”

The Instagram account where Gilhar posts the 
tribute videos has received a lot of hate, which she 
carefully monitors. For example, one recent comment 
said, “October 7th was fully justified.”

“I struggle to comprehend the extent of hatred we 
are facing,” she says. “We haven’t fully processed our 
losses because we are preoccupied with defending our 
existence. My recommendation is to unite. It’s through 
solidarity that we can tap into our collective strength.

“I began this journey not realising how profoundly 
it would change me,” Gilhar says. “These past months 
have been some of the most challenging of my life. 
Every spare moment is dedicated to trying to capture 
the essence of these extraordinary souls.

“This project became my life’s work. I gave it every part 
of me. There were moments when I was pushed to the 
edge, but what kept me going were the stories of these 
beautiful people, ensuring that their families knew they 
weren’t forgotten. Now, seeing these lights shine, I cannot 
find the words to describe what it means to me. This 
project was born out of love, and it’s that love that has 
carried me through.”

Tribute videos shed light on victims’ life stories

GILLIAN KLAWANSKY

The verse “a time to be born 
and a time to die” in Kohelet 
(Ecclesiastes), which speaks 

of there being a time and season for 
everything, has always struck a chord 
with Liora Ben Tsur. Yet, she never could 
have imagined how deeply these words 
would resonate when, on 7 October 
2023, she lost her beloved mother just 
one day after giving birth to her own 
daughter.

Ben Tsur’s South African-born 
mother, Marcelle Taljah, was visiting 
her daughter’s home on Kibbutz Ein 
HaShlosha on the Gaza border for a 
few days over the 7 October holiday 
weekend. There to help Ben Tsur’s 
husband, Dor, look after the couple’s 
two older children while their baby 
sister was being born, she stayed in a 
guest house on the kibbutz.

The South African Zionist Federation 
and the Israel Centre were scheduled 
to bring Ben Tsur to South Africa on 
7 October, 2024, but her flight was 

cancelled. She spoke to the SA Jewish 
Report from Israel.

“On 6 October 2023, my mother 
came to visit me in hospital and to see 
my newborn, Asif,” Ben Tsur recalled. 
“She held her for the first and last time. 
In Hebrew, the meaning of ‘Asif ’ is ‘last 
fruit before the winter’.”

When at 06:30 the next morning 
rockets were fired into Israel, Ben Tsur 
was in Assuta Hospital in Ashdod with 
baby Asif. “I contacted my husband, 
and he told me that he and the kids 
were going into the shelter and that 
he’d contact me later. I asked him if 
my mother had come and he said, ‘Not 
yet.’”

From the multiple WhatsApp 
messages she received from her 
friends, Ben Tsur soon realised that 
Hamas terrorists had infiltrated the 
kibbutz.

“They asked me to help them, to save 
them because I was one of the only 
ones outside of the kibbutz that day. 
I didn’t have contact with my family. I 
realised I needed to open a war room. 

I had Asif in my right hand and 
the phone in my left hand.” As 
a reporter, Ben Tsur had worked 
as an army correspondent, and 
so began calling all the military 
numbers she had saved on her 
phone.

Yet her heart sank when a 
policewoman on the other end 
of the line eventually told her, 
“I’m sorry, the soldiers we sent 
to you are now dead.” Realising 
that her family and friends were 
truly alone, Ben Tsur called her 
brothers, Betzalel and Yedidiya, 
for help.

Guiding her brothers via 
WhatsApp, Ben Tsur kept in touch 
with a pregnant friend who was 
also her neighbour. “She called 
and told me that they had terrorists 
inside their house. I realised that the 
house they would go to next would be 
ours. I told my brothers to run to Dor 
and the children. Dor came out with 
a knife, and my brothers gave him a 
gun to protect himself and saw that the 

children were fine.”
Now en route to the guest house 

searching for their mother, the horrified 
brothers suddenly found her body in a 
pool of blood. “She’d been hit by a lot 
of Kalashnikov bullets,” said Ben Tsur. 
“Searching for something to hide her 

body so that it wouldn’t be kidnapped 
by terrorists, my brothers saw that she 
was holding snacks for my children 
next to her heart.”

This epitomised the grandmother 
that Taljah was. “She really loved all her 
grandchildren, and was always bringing 
juice and sweets to give them,” Ben 
Tsur said. “In the days before 7 October, 
she was jumping with my kids on the 
trampoline. I said, ‘You’re 65, why are 
you jumping on the trampoline with 
the children? Be careful with your 
knee.’ She was always telling me that 
life is short. She was right.”

At 16:00 on 7 October, Ben Tsur 
received a call from Dor confirming 
her worst fears – her mother had 
been murdered. “I was screaming. My 
shouting was louder than the newborn 
babies in the hospital. In that moment, 
I realised that I was an orphan. My 
father had died in 2015 in a tractor 
accident.”

Though Ben Tsur’s parents met in 
Israel, they both came from South 
Africa and had farming backgrounds. 
Together, they established Taljah Farm 
on Mount Hebron and imported sheep 
from South Africa. Today, Ben Tsur’s 
brothers and niece run the farm.

“My mother was an only child after 
years of her parents trying to have a 
baby,” said Ben Tsur. “She decided in her 
20s that she wanted to make aliya, but 
her parents wanted her to stay in South 
Africa. She told us the story of going 
into the field where her family farmed. 
She touched the grass, and asked G-d 
for a sign whether or not to make aliya. 
She saw that every blade of grass had a 
drop of water on it, and told herself that 
if G-d was taking care of every blade of 
grass, he would also take care of her, so 
she moved to Israel by herself.”

Working on various kibbutzim, Taljah 
also studied Torah. “She connected 
with Israel and Judaism, and she 
wanted to build a family of proud Jews 
in Israel,” said Ben Tsur. She recalls 
that once, when she asked her mother 
to take her to get a South African 
passport, she told her there was no way 
she was leaving Israel.

“She said, ‘I didn’t come here to 
Israel so you would go back to live your 
life in South Africa. You should stay in 
this country and build your life here.’”

With this in mind, Ben Tsur and 
friends from her region in the south 
called Otef Aza (the Gaza envelope) 
have started a movement called Atid 
Le’Otef (Future for the Otef). “We want 
to build trust, rehabilitate the region, 
and take people home. After the loss of 
my wonderful mother, I told myself we 
needed to do everything we could to 
get back home.”

Daughter of murdered SA expat reclaims kibbutz life

Betzalel Taljah, Liora Ben Tsur, Marcelle Taljah, Yedidiya Taljah, and Shira Mandel

The ‘Bring Them Light’ memorial
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‘We don’t want your kind here!’”
The protesters vandalised banners 

reading, “Oct 7, unleashing Jew Hate”, 
and “Bring Our Children Home” with 
images of the Bibas children who are 
still being held hostage by Hamas a year 
after being abducted. First, they spray 
painted the banners, then proceeded to 
tear them down. They also vandalised 
the bollards and fence between the shul 
and the road, painting swastikas on the 
posters and fence.

The CSO decided it wouldn’t allow the 
protesters to pass a certain point to avoid 
escalation into violence.

It was then that Landau encouraged 
all those in attendance to stand together 
and sing the songs Acheinu, Hatikvah, 
and Am Yisrael Chai.

“There were Palestinian protesters on 
Glenhove Road standing there shouting, 
chanting, and flying their flags, trying 
to intimidate the community inside the 
exhibition,” Landau told the SA Jewish 
Report. “Suddenly, we realised that we 
weren’t going to stand there and watch. 
We would join in and sing, we would 
shout, and we would chant and be proud. 
We would be proud to be Jewish, and 
proud to be there. We weren’t going to 

let our tragedy, 7 October, be drowned by 
hatred and people trying to silence us.”

Ronit Sarakinsky, a mom of three boys 
who was wearing an Israeli flag around 
her neck and yellow-ribbon earrings said, 
“We all formed a little circle, put our 
arms around each other, and sang.

“I went from feeling angry, vulnerable, 
threatened to one of the proudest 
moments I felt as a Jew. We were 
dancing and singing. The louder they 
got, the louder we got,” said Sarakinsky. 
“I broke the line and formed a circle. My 
back was facing them. So instead of us 
facing them, it was us, the Jews, facing 
each other in our circle.”

One community member said he felt 
like this was the best response to the 
situation – “connecting as a community, 
singing and playing together, and 
creating a level of unity and harmony”.

Hannah Duchen, a 17-year-old student 
at King David Linksfield, said that even 
though she was fearful of the protesters, 
the fear was replaced by pride to be part 
of something so beautiful. “I cried to 
myself,” she said, “asking why we had 
to be confronted by such hate when we 
were just trying to come together as a 
community to honour those we have 

lost. Coming together like this made me 
happy because I saw that at the end of 
the day, the world is hateful, but we can 
make something beautiful together to 
spite the haters.”

For one anonymous community 
member, the effects of the protest and 
the community’s response added to the 
poignancy of the exhibition as a whole, 
as many came face to face that day with 
the hatred that plagues Israel.

Similarly, Daniel Rome, a 22-year-old 
economics student who is on the va’ad 
poel (steering committee) for Habonim 
said, “It was appalling but unsurprising 
to come into contact with those 
protesters protesting our vigil. It was 
nothing short of an antisemitic attack 
that tried to make us feel afraid.”

After the protesters left, Habonim 
madrichim continued their vigil. “It left 
everyone feeling unified, and was a 
special closure of the day with our vigil 
with a yellow ribbon acting as a ketovet 
[statement] for the community to see,” 
said Rome.

The following day, people streamed 
in to pay their respects. With so many 
people wanting to see the exhibition, the 
SAJBD kept it open for a third day.

ELKA COHEN

“It’s hard to think that in one 
devastating day, our lives were 
changed so dramatically,” says 
Lotus Lahav (22). Both she and 
her mother, Irit Lahav (58), are 
survivors of the Nir Oz massacre, 
after spending a terrifying 12 
hours hiding under a table in the 
saferoom of their home.

Built for bombs not gun-
firing Hamas terrorists, “We 
quickly realised that the door 
of the saferoom could easily 
be opened from the outside,” 
recalls Lahav, who remembers 
every detail of the day as 
though it just happened.

“We managed to think 
quickly, and tied a vacuum 
cleaner pipe to an old rowing 
oar.” Because their improvised 
locking mechanism worked, 
they are both alive today.

Lahav is the third 
generation of her family born 
and raised on Kibbutz Nir 
Oz. Her grandparents were 
founding members, and she 
describes the small, tightknit 
community of 415 people as 
“a true extended family, all so 
involved in each other’s lives”.

Nir Oz was a place of 
freedom, where doors were 
never locked, and neighbours’ 
doors were always open.

“I lost so many people that day 
– friends, classmates, neighbours, 
the parents of friends,” she says. 
“Even thinking about those I 
wasn’t as close to but saw every 
day – the mailman, the lady who 
served us food in the dining room, 
teachers – all murdered.”

The remaining members of the 
devastated community are still 
suffering inconsolable grief one 
year later, with 117 members 
either kidnapped or killed, and 20 
hostages taken from the kibbutz 
still unaccounted for in Gaza.

“We will never feel the same 

freedom again – not on our 
kibbutz, nor in our country,” she 
says. “So many members of our 
community will never come home, 
even if the hostages do. Life will 
never be the same.”

Sixty percent of the homes 
on the kibbutz were destroyed, 
and the entire community was 
relocated to a moshav just outside 

Tel Aviv. “It’s not what we’re 
accustomed to, but at least we’re all 
together,” Lahav says.

“It will be at least two to three 
years before we can go back to the 
kibbutz to start rebuilding our 
lives. In the meantime, while we 
wait to return, everyone is involved 
in decisions about the rebuilding of 
our home.

“There are two opinions among 
us,” she says. “Some think we 
should destroy what’s left and 
rebuild as fast as possible, others 
think we should wait. There’s lots 
of talk about creating a memorial 
site from the remaining homes to 
document this tragedy in some 

way, but with 20 hostages from 
our kibbutz still in Gaza, it’s just 
too fresh to make any decisions, 
and we don’t want to make any 
mistakes.”

Lahav has returned to Nir Oz on 
a few occasions, but only to attend 
funerals and memorial services, 
saying, “I think about the many 
children from the kibbutz who 

haven’t been home 
in a year. They 
need some kind of 
closure too.”

According to 
Lahav, the Nir Oz 
community believed 
peace was the only 
solution. “We all 
believed families 
in Gaza shared the 
same hopes we did 
– to live our lives 
peacefully, working 
and spending time 
with family. But 
on 7 October, we 
discovered this 
wasn’t the case 
because the people 
that came into Nir 
Oz and [the rest 
of] Israel weren’t 
only Hamas soldiers 
but Palestinian 
civilians, who were 

also there to kidnap us, steal TVs, 
wallets, jewellery, and whatever 
else they could find, from homes 
where people were either hiding 
or dead. They took videos and 
pictures in celebration. I could 
never celebrate the death of 
another human being, no matter 
how much I hate him. Witnessing 
this behaviour from Palestinian 
civilians broke our idealised 
picture. The difference in our moral 
codes became clear that day.

“Our people still believe in peace, 
but it’s different now. It doesn’t 
come from a place of trust. Our 
priority is to make sure this won’t 
happen again.”

Going back to her experience 
on 7 October, Lahav says, “We 
could hear the gunfire and 
chaos outside, and I was very 
scared. But when they came into 
our home, I made the choice 
to find peace in accepting my 
death. It seemed to be our fate, 
and there was nothing we could 
do about it. My mother and I 
said our goodbyes that day in 
the saferoom. We were lucky to 
be together.”

When Israel Defense Forces 
soldiers finally came to rescue 
them at around 18:00, Lahav 
remembers a soldier kissing her 
mother on the forehead. “He 
was just so happy to open the 
door and find people who were 
still alive.”

The soldiers collected 
whoever remained, and that 
night, they all slept together in 
the kibbutz kindergarten. “I was 
shocked to see how many people 
came in injured, covered in ash 
and blood – all of them still 
barefoot and in their pyjamas. 
But more of a shock was to see 
how many of us weren’t there,” 
she says.

That night and for the long 
weeks that followed, Lahav 
couldn’t sleep alone. But within 
the first two months following 
the attack, she managed to 
complete her military service 
and decided to start working 
at a law firm that represented 
victims of the massacre.

“Work has been the best thing 
to help me stay active and carry 
on with life. Helping others 
helps me not to be drawn into 
sadness and grief every day. 
I’m doing the best that I can to 
help, and it still doesn’t feel like 
it’s enough,” she says.

Lahav describes her first trip 
to South Africa as “an honour”. 
She was brought here through 
an ongoing joint initiative 
between The Base community 
and the Jewish National Fund.

“It’s crazy to think that a year 
has passed, but still it feels 
like time is stuck. Without our 
hostages back home, we just 
can’t move forward. I pray for 
their return and for the safety 
of our soldiers, but until this 
war is over, the real healing 
cannot begin.”

Fighting hatred with song and an emotive tribute
>>Continued from page 3 

‘Time is stuck’ – Nir Oz survivor speaks
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Lotus Lahav from Kibbutz Nir Oz
































