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REGISTER HERE >>

LIVE IN ISRAEL, STUDY IN ENGLISH

+972 9 9602700
+972 54 5628121
rris.registrar@runi.ac.il

www.rris.runi.ac.il

JOIN OUR ON-CAMPUS
INFO SESSION

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30, 17:00 ISRAEL TIME

With Jonathan Davis, Head of the RRIS and VP of External Relations

We warmly invite you to join us for our annual 
candle-lighting ceremony with RRIS students 
and faculty following the info session



For more information 011 789 7422 • info@rkauctioneers.co.za • www.rkauctioneers.co.za
Bram Fischer Centre, Lower Ground, 95 Bram Fischer Drive, Cnr George Street, Ferndale, 2194

SCAN THE QR CODE TO  
DOWNLOAD OUR APP

Sell with us on auction
Accepting art, antiques, objets d’art, 
furniture, and jewellery for upcoming 
wunderkammer auctions.

Gents Rolex 
Oyster Perpetual 
DateJust 36
SOLD R100 000

Platinum Art  
Deco style  
diamond ring
SOLD R100 000

Solomon Omogboye, 
Gazer

SOLD R70 000

19th Century German 
Julius Gustav Feurich 
baby grand piano
SOLD R55 000

Herman Miller  
Eames Aluminium 

Group Management 
Chair 

SOLD R24 000George III silver tea pot,  
Joseph Angel, London

SOLD R24 000

Elizabeth I  
oak extending  
refectory table
SOLD R100 000
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This is our last 
edition for 2024. 

We will be back on  
16 January 2025.

TALI FEINBERG

Cape Town Jewry was exposed to 
what experts have called “terrorism” 
for the first time in many years 

when an improvised explosive device (IED) 
was thrown into the Jewish community 
offices precinct in Gardens, Cape Town, last 
Friday, 6 December 2024.

The IED was discovered undetonated 
on the property at 10:30. The property 
contains offices for most Jewish community 
organisations, including a women’s 
group, a youth movement, a fundraising 
organisation, and a Jewish newspaper.

A protest was planned to take place 
outside the same address on 9 December, 
highlighting the building as a target. 
The South African Police Service 
(SAPS) has now handed the case 
to the Directorate for Priority Crime 
Investigation (the Hawks) for further 
investigation.

“We have evidence showing the 
perpetrators committing the act, 
and all available evidence has been 
handed over to the authorities,” says 
Cape South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies (Cape SAJBD) Executive 
Director Daniel Bloch.

Terrorism expert Professor 
Hussein Solomon said, “Given 
developments in Gaza, Israel, and 
the Middle East, there has been 
a rise in antisemitism, but this is 
at a completely different level. It’s 
definitely terrorism. Much of the 
militant antisemitism has been in 
Cape Town, so it doesn’t surprise me 
that this happened in Cape Town.”

He believes South African 
Jewry needs to be even more 

vigilant. “There’s a need for the South 
African government to watch its tone when 
responding to developments in the Middle 
East to ensure that it doesn’t stoke the fires of 
antisemitism,” he says.

Solomon says the South African security 
establishment needs to take these threats 
seriously, and work with the Jewish 
community to ensure its safety.

Ryan Cummings, director of analysis at 
Africa-focused risk management company 
Signal Risk and an expert in terrorism, 
agrees that the IED is “a concerning 
development for South Africa’s Jewish 
community. While extremism has been less 
pronounced in South Africa compared to 
other areas of the continent, South African 

Jewry has previously been targeted by acts 
of violence by fundamentalist groups such 
as the Qibla-sponsored PAGAD [People 
Against Gangsterism and Drugs] movement 
which, albeit in a reformed guise, remains 
active today.

“Within the context of heightened 
antagonism towards Jewish interests as a 
result of developments in the Middle East, 
there are serious concerns regarding the 
security of the Jewish community in the 
country, which could be held accountable for 
geopolitical developments over which it has 
no control,” says Cummings. “To this effect, 
South African authorities should be taking 
threats against the community seriously and 
seek to reassure, rather than downplay the 

safety concerns of Jewish citizens during this 
time of heightened tensions.”

However, News24 downplayed the 
incident, reporting just before Shabbat on 
6 December that the item found wasn’t an 
IED. This was possibly because an official 
SAPS statement said “SAPS responded 
to a possible explosive device” and that it 
was “too soon to speculate what the object 
is and who placed it at the location”. The 
news website later corrected its statement, 
but extremists pounced on the mistake, 
saying that the Jewish community and its 
leadership were spreading fake news to gain 
sympathy.

Professor Glen Segell, who has written 
about terrorism in Africa, says an IED thrown 

at a Jewish site, whether it exploded or not, 
“is an act of terrorism”. He says the South 
African government needs to make a strong 
statement against all forms of terrorism, and 
“government and police need to show that 
they are in control”.

As soon as the IED was discovered, law 
enforcement was notified. “SAPS K9 and 
Bomb Disposal Unit members investigated 
the discovery, and after the object was 
declared safe, it was removed for further 
investigation,” says SAPS spokesperson 
Colonel André Traut.

Bloch says that since 6 December, 
the SAJBD and the Community Security 
Organisation (CSO) have been working 
closely with the SAPS and City of Cape Town 
law enforcement. “Their support has been 
greatly appreciated, and they have taken this 
attack extremely seriously,” he says.

He says for more than two years, the 
Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions coalition, 
the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign, and 
other organisations have been standing 
outside the Jewish community centre and 
other Jewish facilities “spewing hate speech, 
spreading misinformation, and calling for 
the death of Israel and death of Zionists.

“The antisemitic hatred we have seen on 
social media – the use of classic antisemitic 
tropes and Holocaust inversion, and lies and 
mistruths spread by anti-Israel movements 
– only inflame hatred towards the Jewish 
community, our supporters, and friends,” 
Bloch says. “This could well have led to this 
disgusting act of terror on our community. It 
further justifies our actions in already taking 
four individuals to the Equality Court for hate 
speech and antisemitism. Words matter.”

In a message to the community, Cape 
SAJBD Chairperson Adrienne Jacobson 

Attack on Cape Jewish offices – ‘terrorism’
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Elana Freinkel bids farewell to her 

son, Aron, as he leaves for Bnei 

Akiva Machaneh 2024




















































