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For more information 011 789 7422 • info@rkauctioneers.co.za • www.rkauctioneers.co.za
Bram Fischer Centre, Lower Ground, 95 Bram Fischer Drive, Cnr George Street, Ferndale, 2194

View all the upcoming lots  
in-person at our showroom  

 
Tuesday, 25th &  Wednesday, 26th February 

 at 9:30am - 8:00pm  
 

Thursday, 27th & Friday, 28th February 
at 9:30am - 4:30pm

SCAN THE QR CODE TO  
REGISTER NOW

Full Catalogues will be live online on Sunday, 23rd February for pre-bidding. 
Register online now. 

Summer Wunderkammer Auction 
Thursday, 27th February – Sunday, 9th March

Take part in our upcoming



20 – 27 February 2025

Have you ever found yourself preparing for 
something big – racing from one task to 
the next, your mind bouncing between 

thoughts, only to realise that you’ve lost track of 
what you meant to do in the first place? The closer 
the event gets, the more overwhelming it becomes.

In the previous parsha, Parashat Yitro, Moses 
is called to relay messages between G-d and the 
people of Israel, climbing the mountain and coming 
down no less than seven times. Can you imagine 
doing this physically? And metaphorically? Each 
ascent and descent, each new task pulling you 
further from your centre. But in this week’s parsha, 
Parashat Mishpatim, we hear a profound call from 
G-d in Exodus 24:12: “And G-d said to Moses, come 
up to me on the mountain, and be there…”

The Kotzker Rebbe, an 18th-19th century Hasidic 
teacher, pointed out the apparent redundancy in 
G-d’s call: Why say “come up” and “be there”? As 
the Kotzker teaches, it’s possible to climb many 
mountains and still not be there. We can be 
physically present, surrounded by loved ones and 
blessings, and yet not truly experience the moment. 
In fact, we may spend so much time worrying about 
the next step or being pulled in multiple directions 
that we lose the ability to truly connect to the 
present moment, think clearly, and appreciate what 
there is.

This is where the call to “be there” resonates so 
powerfully. Using an element of Bibliodrama, in 
which we enter the characters’ worlds to explore 
both theirs and our own, I invite you to join me in a 
visualisation, a journey Moses took to ascend and 
be there. This practice can be used whenever you 
feel like you’ve been climbing, ascending to new 
heights, but not fully arriving at the moment.

Take a slow, deep breath. As you inhale, feel the 
air filling your lungs, and as you exhale, release all 
tension. Sit comfortably. Feel your feet grounded, 
and your body supported. Relax your arms, your 
shoulders, your neck, and your face. Breathe in 
deeply, then exhale slowly, feeling the air at your 
nostrils – calm and steady.

You are on a journey. At the bottom of the 

mountain your people, the 
people you have cared for 
deeply. You feel the warmth of 
their love as you ascend toward 
the cloud where G-d awaits.

The mountain air is fresh. You 
feel safe, supported. As you climb 
higher, you start noticing the small 
details around you – pebbles, flowers, 
butterflies, and birds – feeling 
gratitude for each moment, each 
breath.

At the summit, the world around you 
feels timeless. The sun and the moon 
continue their eternal dance, but your 
heart remains steady. You feel open 
and grounded in this moment. Ready 
for meeting the ultimate Presence.

Then, you hear the Voice. It calls 
you in, and you step into the cloud, 
enveloped by presence, wonder, and 
peace. Taking slow deep breaths, you 
are absorbing this sacred feeling.

When you’re 
ready, gratitude 
filling you, you 
start taking your leave. You notice a 
smile in the corner of your mouth. As 
you meet others, you see softness in 
their eyes. When you return to your 
tasks, you do them with presence. 
Everything feels easier and better. 
You move your body, your fingers 
and toes, and take this feeling of 
calm with you. And you know you can 
always return!

May our ability to return to the 
Presence and the practice of being 
present fill our lives and those around 
us with peace, transformative insight, 
and wonderment.

Torah Thought
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Hearing Aid Batteries Reducedto R40

starts
feb. 23

TAKE THE
STRESS
OUT OF
PESACH
PREP

Take part in
an easy-to-
execute, 36-
day plan to
help YOU get
ready for
Pesach with
joy and ease.
 
Get to the
seder relaxed
and calm for
less than $36!
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Being present to presence

Kanye West ‘not under Jewish control anymore’
Shortly after he aired a Super Bowl commercial for a website selling 
a swastika T-shirt, and two days after posting an antisemitic rant on X, 
the rapper Ye announced that he was quitting the platform.

One week later he was back, and tweeting about Jews again.
“I am not under Jewish control anymore,” he wrote on Monday, 16 

February. “In war, you take a couple loses [sic].”
He also wrote, “There’s [a] lot of Jewish people I know and love and 

still work with.”
By Tuesday morning, all the tweets had been deleted. But in 

the stream of all-caps posts the previous day, Ye, formerly known 
as Kanye West, defended selling white shirts featuring a black 
swastika on his website, and wrote that “a few specific Jews 
not the entire race for crying out loud but a few specific Jews 
came together and did everything they could to destroy me”. He 
added that he was “not playing victim just refreshing everyones 
memory”.

He also wrote that after e-commerce company Shopify 
stopped working with his site to sell the swastika shirt, no-one 
else had agreed to sell it. And he defended the symbol, widely 
recognised in the Western world as the emblem of the Nazis, 

because it has historically been a feature of Indian and other Asian religions.
West said he had been thinking of selling the shirts for eight years, far 

predating his first stream of public antisemitic comments in late 2022.
Ye has been one of the most vocal and prominent purveyors of antisemitic invective since 

October 2022, and less than two weeks ago, called himself a Nazi.
At present, his online store displays a handwritten message saying that it’s “coming soon”, 

followed by a heart symbol.

Montreal shul defaced with swastika on Shabbat
A Montreal synagogue was graffitied with a swastika on Shabbat, drawing condemnation 
from Canadian officials as well as a defiant response from the synagogue’s rabbi.

A congregant at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, a Reform congregation in the city, 
noticed the 3-foot-wide (91cm) symbol on the synagogue’s side on Saturday afternoon, 
15 February. At the time, according to the Canadian Jewish News, members had been 
rehearsing the synagogue’s Purim spiel, a whimsical pageant performed on the holiday of 
Purim next month.

The swastika was removed by 
Corey Fleischer, an activist whose 
nonprofit organisation, Erasing Hate, 
scrubs off hate speech graffiti. Police 
are investigating and have yet to 
identify a suspect.

The following morning, the 
synagogue’s rabbi, Lisa Grushcow, 
said in a social media video that she 
wasn’t surprised by the graffiti, citing 

heightened levels of antisemitism in Canada and worldwide.
“This is a place where we try and open doors and build bridges. We 

love it here,” she said. “Now here’s the thing: with how the world is right 
now, it was a matter more of when, rather than if, something like this 

would happen.”
In the video, which has been viewed tens of thousands of times since it was 

posted on Sunday, Grushcow goes on to suggest ways non-Jews can counter antisemitism.
“For some of us, what’s just as disturbing as these acts of antisemitism is the silence of 

our friends,” she said, adding later, “The world’s a bit of a mess right now, but we can make a 
difference.”

The graffiti is the latest 
antisemitic incident in 
Montreal over the past 
year-plus. In December 
2024, another synagogue 
in the city was firebombed 
for the second time in 
just over a year. The first 
such attack took place in 
November 2023, shortly 
after antisemitism began 
to spike following Hamas’s 
7 October attack on Israel. 

That same month, shots were fired at an Orthodox girls’ school in Montreal. Antisemitic 
incidents have occurred at other Jewish institutions throughout Canada as well.

Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante condemned the incident, noting that she had recently 
visited the synagogue.

“Such attacks are unacceptable in our metropolis and I can assure Rabbi Lisa Grushcow 
that the [police department] is investigating,” she wrote. “We must all unite and denounce 
all forms of antisemitism.”

Mark Carney, a Liberal candidate running to succeed outgoing Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, said the incident was “another reminder that Jewish Canadians have been targeted 
by a rising wave of antisemitism, particularly since 7 October.

“It has to stop. As Canadian leaders, we need to say firmly and loudly that the Jewish 
community has the right to feel safe in Canada.”
• All briefs supplied by JTA
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