
Anti-Israel extremists call for 
arrests of SA Jews
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TALI FEINBERG

The anti-Israel lobby revealed its 
deeply-entrenched antisemitism 
last Saturday, 22 February, 

by printing the names and faces of 
randomly-selected South African Jews 
onto “wanted” posters, demanding that 
these individuals be arrested or deported. 

The SA Jewish Report has been in 
contact with some of the people in 
question, who have committed no 
crime according to South African or 
international law, have never lived or 
worked in Israel, and are South African 
citizens and residents. According to 
posters held aloft by the baying mob 
of protesters, which included Reverend 
Frank Chikane and members of Gift of the 

Givers, “South Africa is not a home” for 
these Jews. 

The protest was held on the Sea Point 
Promenade in spite of opposition from 
a swathe of Cape Town residents, who 
criticised the aggressive behaviour of the 
anti-Israel lobby during its frequent events 
in Sea Point. This includes breaking laws 
and verbal and physical assault.

In the past 16 months, “we have seen 
an alarming escalation in aggression, 
including the use of swastikas and 
rhetoric inciting violence against anyone 
who supports Israel”, says Cape South 
African Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape 
SAJBD) Executive Director Daniel 
Bloch. “This past Saturday, a group of 
15 protesters physically assaulted a 
pedestrian, beating the individual with 

flag poles whilst verbally abusing him. 
There’s video evidence of this assault. 
We will be investigating this further and 
ensure action is taken against this clearly 
violent group.”

While insisting that their protest was 
“peaceful”, many called for violence, 
holding posters saying, “Peace isn’t the 
answer, liberation is the answer”; “Next 
7 October, Palestine will be free”; “We 
trust the resistance”; “You can’t hide, 
we are coming for you”; and “Resistance 
until Palestine’s liberation.” Many signs 
had images of Palestinian terrorists 
with keffiyehs and rifles, and inverted 
red triangles, which symbolise Hamas 
terrorist attacks like the 7 October 
massacre. Protestors also made inverted 
triangle signs with their fingers. They 
shouted, “We don’t want no Zionists 
here,” and “Long live the intifada [violent 
uprising].”

“This isn’t protest, this is targeted 
harassment,” says Cape SAJBD 
Chairperson Adrienne Jacobson. 
“These protests are thinly-disguised 
antisemitism and intimidation. The 
protestors’ adoration of Hamas is even 
more concerning, particularly after the 
confirmed brutal murder of the Bibas 
children. Groups calling for another  
7 October is further evidence of 
incitement to violence.”

Wrapped in a keffiyeh, struggle icon 
Chikane told the crowd, “You can’t be a 
Zionist and not be a racist. A Zionist is, 
by definition, racist. A Zionist does not 
recognise Palestinians as human beings. 
Zionism is equivalent to genocide.  
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See stories on pages 4, 6, 9 and 11.

Rabbi Leo Dee, on a visit to SA, 
lights a candle in memory of Shiri, 

Ariel, and Kfir Bibas and all the 
Israelis killed and held hostage 

since 7 October 2023



The ark sits at the very core of Judaism. It’s the 
ultimate symbol of the power and glory of 
the Torah. It’s the crown jewel of the Temple. 

Covered entirely with gold, the ark is popularly known 
as “the golden ark”.

But that’s not how the Torah describes it. In saying, 
“And they shall make an ark of cedarwood,” the ark is 
referred to not by its golden encasing, but rather by its 
internal structure made from wood. Why does the Torah 
describe it as “an ark of cedarwood” when, in fact, not a 
speck of wood is visible?

Furthermore, if the ark is meant to symbolise the 
absolute integrity of the Torah and the Torah scholar, 
his total purity within and without, why is a layer of 
wood interposed between the two layers of gold? 
Wouldn’t total purity mandate that the ark be solid 
gold through and through rather than a gold veneer 
on a wooden base? 

The commentators explain that gold and wood 
represent two distinct aspects of the human personality. 
Gold represents the sublime and ethereal aspect, 
spirituality in its purest form. The golden side of the 
human personality soars above the mundane world 
and reaches out for the divine. Wood, on the other hand, 
represents the human connectedness with the earth, 
the prosaic, and the mundane. Just as a tree is rooted in 
the soil, so is a person rooted in the physical world.

The ideal Torah scholar, or spiritual giant, is more 
than just a golden ethereal spirit passing through the 
world in blissful oblivion of the realities of the human 
experience. At their core, the Torah scholar must have a 
heart of wood, rooted in this world, supremely sensitive 
to the divine resonance in all aspects of creation.

This then is the Jewish paragon, not a monastic 
recluse nor a sensualist but a person imbued within and 
without with the true spirit of Torah yet rooted in deep 
resonant connectivity to their interaction with people, 

themselves, and the world around 
them.

Rebbe Nachman of Breslov 
taught that the general view of 
spiritual experience is that the 
purpose of eating food is to be 
able to have the strength to study Torah, 
although the higher spiritual level is that 
we study Torah to be able to learn how to 
eat food in a more spiritually connected 
way.

The Torah doesn’t want us to achieve 
spirituality by withdrawing from the 
world and isolating ourselves from the 
lived experience of every moment. On 
the contrary, the Torah wants us to retain 

a powerful 
connection with the world around us and 
�W�R���“�Q�G���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O���U�H�V�R�Q�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���L�W�����,�I���Z�H��
can clothe ourselves within and without 
with the golden garments of the Torah yet 
retain a deep-rooted vitality in our hearts, 
we not only experience the divine bliss of 
the moments of deep remove, but also 
�W�K�H���G�L�Y�L�Q�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�“�Q�L�W�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\��
found within all. 

Torah Thought
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The ark of the divine 
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US, Israel vote against UN resolution 
condemning Russia
Israel and the United States were among a slim 
minority of countries that voted against a United 
Nations resolution condemning Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

Also voting “no” were Russia, Belarus, North Korea, Hungary, and 
about a dozen other countries.

The resolution passed by a wide margin on Monday, 24 February, the 
third anniversary of the war, but the American “no” vote reflected the 
about-face in US policy toward Ukraine since President Donald Trump 
took office. Bucking three years of American support for Ukraine’s 
efforts to repel Russian forces, Trump has renewed relations with 
Russia, called Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy a “dictator”, 
and demanding half of Ukraine’s mineral-resource revenues.

Israel has long sought to maintain relations with both sides in the 
war. For the past three years, Israel has tried to avoid antagonising 
Russia because, until the fall of the Bashar al-Assad regime in 
December, Russian forces were active in Syria and Israel conducted 
repeated airstrikes on Hezbollah weapons shipments there.

In the past, however, Israel has supported Ukraine at the UN. In 
March 2022, shortly after the invasion began, it joined nearly all countries in 
endorsing a resolution calling on Russia to withdraw its troops from Ukraine. 
And as recently as July, it voted in favour of a resolution demanding that Russia 
withdraw from a Ukrainian power plant.

Israel’s UN mission declined to comment on the vote. But Israel has sought to 
maintain close ties to the Trump administration, especially as it charts its course of 
action regarding the ceasefire in Gaza, the future of its war against Hamas, and the 
effort to release Israeli hostages held by the terror group.

Berlin stabbing suspect sought to kill Jews
German authorities have arrested a 19-year-old suspect in a stabbing attack at 
Berlin’s Holocaust memorial on Friday, 21 February.

The arrest of the suspect, a Syrian citizen who, according to police, said he 
wanted to kill Jews, came shortly after the Thursday, 20 February, arrest of another 
teenager, a Russian citizen accused of plotting an attack on the Israeli embassy in 
�%�H�U�O�L�Q���b

Both arrests occurred shortly before the German elections on Sunday, 23 
February. The centre-right Christian Democratic Union won the election, while 
Alternative for Germany, a far-right anti-immigrant party with a history of 
minimising the Holocaust, came in second.

The stabbing incident at the Holocaust memorial seriously injured one victim, a 
30-year-old Spanish tourist who was put into an artificial coma but whose life no 
longer appears to be in danger, 
according to news reports. 
Three hours after the attack, the 
suspect reportedly approached 

officers with blood on his hands and was arrested.
The suspect is a formerly unaccompanied minor who applied for 

asylum after arriving in Germany in 2023. In questioning, he told police 
he had decided in the past few weeks to kill Jews, apparently motivated by 

Israel’s war against Hamas in Gaza. 
German Interior Minister Nancy Faeser called the attack “an abhorrent and 

�E�U�X�W�D�O���F�U�L�P�H�P���D�Q�G���Y�R�Z�H�G���W�R���O�G�H�S�R�U�W���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O�V���W�R���6�\�U�L�D���D�J�D�L�Q�P���b
In its condemnation, the Central Council of Jews in Germany said the attack 

�S�R�V�H�G���D���E�U�R�D�G�H�U���W�K�U�H�D�W���W�R���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���b
“The contempt for the memory of the Shoah and the hatred of Jews go hand 

in hand with the fundamental rejection of our Western values ​​and are often the 
ideological core of Islamist-motivated perpetrators,” the group said in a statement. 
The Anti-Defamation League said it agreed with the council’s assessment, adding, 
“We are deeply concerned.”

Meanwhile, the 18-year-old Russian citizen arrested on Thursday in 
Brandenburg was suspected of plotting to carry out what police said was a 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���D�W�W�D�F�N���R�Q���W�K�H���,�V�U�D�H�O�L���H�P�E�D�V�V�\���b

The suspect was a native Chechen who reportedly was planning to leave 
Germany and join the Islamic State terror group. Police who searched an 
apartment in connection with the case found objects resembling explosives.

Berlin authorities last week also responded to an Israel-related controversy at 
the globally renowned Berlin Film Festival. At the festival a director from Hong 
Kong delivered a speech that included the slogan, “From the river to the sea, 
Palestine will be free.” The director, Jun Li, had been reciting a speech written by 
an Iranian actor who boycotted the festival for its perceived support of Israel, and 
�Z�D�V���K�H�F�N�O�H�G���E�\���V�R�P�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�U�R�Z�G���b

Following the speech, police investigated Jun Li for using the phrase, which the 
German government classifies as a prohibited slogan. 
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The Holocaust Memorial a day after the 
stabbing in Berlin, Germany
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