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Joan Miró, 
Plate from Miró Lithographe II

R25 000 - R35 000

Victor Pasmore,  
Untitled
R90 000 - R120 000

William Kentridge,  
Lady in Chair with Two Figures
R25 000 - R30 000

             Norman Catherine, 
                     Axe Man 
R60 000 - R80 000

SCAN THE QR CODE TO  
REGISTER & DOWNLOAD OUR APP

Dylan Lewis, Surveying Cheetah II Miniature
R50 000 - R80 000

Edoardo Villa, 
Standing Abstract Form
R300 000 - R400 000
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Ramaphosa’s anti-Israel rant  
‘a red flag to a bull’
NICOLA MILTZ

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa was the 
lead writer of an inflammatory article published 
in highly regarded international publication 

Foreign Policy on 25 February, accusing the United 
States (US) of complicity in genocide and lambasting 
Israel.

Writing with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim; Colombian President Gustavo Petro; and 
Varsha Gandikota-Nellutla of Progressive International, 
the article paints Israel as the sole aggressor in the 
Israel-Hamas war. Ramaphosa makes no mention 
of Hamas or the atrocities the terrorist organisation 
committed on 7 October 2023. The article is a doubling 
down broadside against the US.

It demands legal and economic action against 
Israel, with its authors vowing to block arms shipments 
and enforce the International Criminal Court’s arrest 

warrants for Israeli leaders.
This article was published just one day before the 

funeral of the Bibas family, whose murder at the hands 
of Hamas terrorists remains a fresh wound for Israeli 
and Jewish communities worldwide. It happened to 
land on the same day that the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) issued notices 
to US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR)-funded HIV organisations terminating their 
funding for good. This will gut funding to South Africa’s 
HIV/AIDS programmes.

Bizarrely a day or so later, speaking at the 2025 
Goldman Sachs conference, Ramaphosa struck a 
different tune, saying that he wanted the “dust to 
settle” and was eager to “do a deal” with US President 
Donald Trump to resolve tensions over South Africa’s 
land policy and its genocide case against Israel in the 
International Court of Justice. It was as if he had no 
hand in penning the Foreign Policy article.

“I don’t imagine that President Ramaphosa actually 
wrote the piece, but he would have had sight of it. And 
he gave his fulsome endorsement to it by lending it 
his name,” said Terence Corrigan, project manager at 
the Institute of Race Relations.

Ramaphosa’s Goldman Sachs interaction implied 
that South Africa wanted to reach a broad-ranging 
agreement with the US on diplomacy and trade amid 
strained ties between the two nations.

A dispute over Pretoria’s land and foreign policies 
has put it firmly in Trump’s crosshairs.

“We don’t want to go and explain ourselves,” 
Ramaphosa said at the event on Thursday, 27 February. 
“We want to go and do a meaningful deal with the 
United States on a whole range of issues, and the 
signals we’re getting are that we need to enable the 
development of that process. It’s inevitable that we will 
get together and do a deal.”

“It is like a split consciousness,” said Corrigan, 
“Ramaphosa understands the significance of the 
relationship with the US but can’t tone down the 
rhetoric.”

“South Africa’s foreign policy is ideological, not 
pragmatic. The African National Congress [ANC] 
has made its hostility to the US and its core allies 
abundantly clear. The concern is that South Africa lacks 
the diplomatic depth and global alliances needed to 
shield itself from the repercussions.”

Foreign affairs experts say Ramaphosa is playing 
a reckless game, one that could have disastrous 
consequences for the South African economy.

The US is now more likely than ever to strip South 
Africa of its African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) 
trade benefits, a move that would hamstring key 
industries and cost tens of thousands of jobs. AGOA 
grants duty-free access to the US market for African 
countries that align with American interests.

Michael Kransdorff, the chief executive of the 
Institute for International Tax and Finance and a 

Continued on page 8>>

‘My name is Gal, 
and I am Jewish’
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Israeli actress Gal Gadot 
emphasised the need to speak up 

about antisemitism on receiving 
the International Leadership Award 
from the Anti-Defamation League in 

New York on 4 March



A sublime idea can be gleaned 
from the opening verse of this 
week’s portion. To preface it, 

however, a few questions need to be asked.
In the entire Torah, from Moses’ entry 

on the scene until his death, there is no 
portion absent his name. In most portions, 
his name is, of course, stated multiple 
times. This week is the exception. Moses’ 
name isn’t mentioned once. Why?

Furthermore, in the opening verse of 
the portion, Moses is instructed by G-d, 
“You shall connect to the Jewish people.” 
Compared to using a person’s name, 
the term “you” suggests a hiddenness, 
a concealment of the person. Moses is 
simultaneously shown to be concealed – 
“you” – while being instructed to connect to 
the Jewish people. Why are these together?

Finally, one commentator explains that it 
is in fact the opposite. That the term “you” 
here, is expressing a much loftier aspect of 
Moses, one that transcends his name. How 
do we understand that?

A suggested explanation.
Moses had a moment, like so many do, 

in which darkness overwhelmed him. A 
crushing of the spirit, a breaking down of 
self, and so his name doesn’t appear – he 
is referenced as “you”. There was a loss of 
“name”, of self, so to speak.

G-d says “you”, the Moses that has had this 
“breakdown”, that is engulfed in darkness, 
“connect to the people of Israel”. In this 
“connect to” lies the depth of this council.

When one undergoes a traumatic life 
experience, a breakdown, a darkness of 
overwhelming proportion, one must reach 
out and connect. Enter the individual 
or persons (angels) that has/have been 
reached out to, that empathise and hold up 

that person in their moment of crisis and 
darkness. In their “response to call” that 
individual is placed in a way that imitates 
G-d more than in any other – breathing 
life into another human being, holding 
them up, supporting and shouldering them 
in their time of need.

In Moses’ case he was instructed to 
“connect to the people of Israel”, to the light 
and energy of this great nation, and draw 
strength and revitalisation from her.

When one reaches out and doesn’t 
receive a response from the person in one’s 
dire moment, it means they aren’t able, 
don’t have sufficient compassion, strength, 
or capacity to respond, and one must reach 
out again, to another and another.

When one is hopefully lifted from 
that fragile and vulnerable state, a new 
person emerges, a greater, deeper, more 

sensitised, truer 
person, thus the 
commentator that says 
the “you” which Moses is referred to here, 
is beyond his name. For as he connected 
to the light of the people and resurfaced, 
he reached a level much higher than even 
his name.

To add though, that as one reaches out, 
to connect and seek the strength of that 
G-dly pillar and individual in one’s time of 
travail, one should from one’s depths also 
reach out to G-d to change one’s situation 
and role, to rise and become a pillar for 
another, should one be called upon.

Torah Thought
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After the fall – a greater ‘you’ emerges

‘Don’t let hate go unchecked,’ Brody tells Academy
Adrien Brody nabbed an Academy Award on Sunday,  
2 March, for his portrayal of an architect in  
The Brutalist, marking the second Oscar for the 
Jewish actor.

Mikey Madison, who is Jewish, also won best 
actress for her role in Anora, which won best picture.

Both of Brody’s best actor wins came for portrayals 
of Holocaust survivors. In 2003, he received the best 
actor award for his performance in The Pianist, in which he played 
Władysław Szpilman, who was among a handful of Jews to survive 
the Warsaw ghetto and went on to resume a 
classical music career. That movie focused almost 
entirely on Szpilman’s Holocaust experience.

The Brutalist, on the other hand, centres on 
the postwar period, as Brody’s character, László 
Tóth, makes his way as an architect in the 
United States. In his acceptance speech, Brody 
acknowledged the resonance of the two roles, 
saying, “I’m here once again to represent the 
lingering traumas and the repercussions of war, 
and systematic oppression, and antisemitism 
and racism and othering, and I believe that I 
pray for a healthier and a happier and a more 
inclusive world. I believe if the past can teach 
us anything, it’s a reminder to not let hate go 
unchecked.”

Madison, who grew up in Los Angeles, won for portraying a sex 
worker, and said in her speech, “I also just 
want to again recognise and honour the sex 
worker community. Yes. I will continue to 
support and be an ally. All of the incredible 
people, the women that I’ve had the privilege 
of meeting from that community, have been 
one of the highlights of this entire incredible 
experience.”

And the best supporting actor award 
went to Kieran Culkin for his role in A Real 
Pain, about two Jewish cousins on a tour of 
Holocaust sites in Poland.

No Other Land wins best documentary
No Other Land, which chronicles Israel’s demolitions in the 

Palestinian West Bank village of Masafer Yatta, won the 
Academy Award for best documentary feature.

Taking the stage at the Oscars, two of the film’s four 
co-directors – an Israeli and a Palestinian – used their 

acceptance speeches to call for Palestinian rights and a 
negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“About two months ago, I became a father, and my hope to my 
daughter [is] that she will not have to live the same life I am living 
now,” said Basel Adra, a Palestinian who lives in the West Bank. 

“Always feeling settler violence, home demolitions, 
and forceful displacement that my community, 
Masafer Yatta, is facing every day under the Israeli 
occupation.

“We call on the world to take serious action to 
stop the injustice and stop the ethnic cleansing of 
Palestinian people,” he said.

His co-director, Israeli Yuval Abraham, spoke of the 
“atrocious destruction of Gaza and its people, which 
must end, the Israeli hostages, brutally taken in the 
crime of 7 October, which must be freed.”

He also criticised Israel’s “unequal” treatment of 
West Bank Palestinians and said US policy in the 
region was playing a negative role.

“There’s a different path, a political solution, 
without ethnic supremacy, with national rights for 

both of our people,” he said. “And I have to say, as I am here, the 
foreign policy in this country is helping to block this path. Why? 
Can’t you see that we are intertwined? That my people can be truly 
safe if Basel’s people are truly free and safe? There is another way. 
It’s not too late for life, for the living.”

The Oscar win is especially significant as the film doesn’t yet have 
a distributor, which Abraham has attributed to its contentious 
subject matter.

This Academy Awards, the second since Hamas’s 7 October 2023 
attack and the subsequent outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, 
is also the second straight ceremony to feature a speech about Israel.
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Read the SA Jewish Report online  
and sign up to our weekly newsletter  

www.sajewishreport.co.za
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