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Gents Pasha de Cartier watch

SOLD R70 000

Batavian Compagnie

diminutive teak and
brass-bound chest
SOLD R55 000

w 2 Victorian silver
centrepiece
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Norman Catherine,
Axe Man
SOLD R90 000

Platinum and
diamond ring .
SOLD R55 000 S
vl
Lalique ‘Bacchantes’vase
SOLD R65 000

§ Contemporary leather
Chesterfield style sofa
SOLD R44 000

Esias Bosch,
Large Tree SCAN THE QR CODE TO
SOLD R140 000 GET A VALUATION
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Rasool’s expulsion — a crisis not a hiccup

STEVEN GRUZD

ambassador to the United States (US) his job.

And Tony Leon, former Democratic Alliance
leader and former ambassador to Argentina said that
the expulsion of Ambassador Ebrahim Rasool from
Washington is "not a hiccup in the relationship as
President Cyril Ramaphosa characterised it, but a full-
blown crisis. It's the lowest point in US-South Africa
bilateral relations in recent or indeed living memory."

The South African-born Pollak told the SA Jewish

Report that he felt “indifferent” about getting
Rasool fired, "though hopeful that the South African
government will understand that its policies must
change”

' oel Pollak isn't sorry that he's cost South Africa's

Pollak broke the story on the ultra-conservative
Breitbart News Network that Rasool had publicly called
President Donald Trump a racist and a supremacist
in a webinar. Within hours, Rasool was declared
persona non grata by US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio on Xand booted out of the country. Rubio
referenced Pollak's piece in deciding to expel Rasool,
aformer Western Cape premier and ambassador in
Washington, D.C.from 2010 to 2015, who lasted a
mere two months in this his second stint. Where does
this leave bilateral relations? And how might it affect
the Jewish community in South Africa?

Pollak said, "I presume that South Africa sent Rasool
[to Washington] because he represents the actual
policies of the South African government. The policies
are the problem, not the person, although in this case,
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Erdan speaks at the South African Zionist -/

Federation’s “Let’s Talk - Zionist Connect”
: conference on Sunday, 16 March
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Rasool dug his
own hole, even if
that sort of idiocy is
fashionable among
South African elites
and on university
campuses.”

The expulsion
may, however,
scupper Pollak's
own diplomatic
ambitions. Sara Gon,
the director of the
Free Speech Union
of South Africa, said,
"I suspect it means
that Joel Pollak will
not be accredited if
Trump appoints him
as ambassador to
South Africa. I'm not
sure if South Africa
would accredit any
appointee, in a tit-
for-tat gesture.”

South Africa-US

relations have been steadily deteriorating over the
past decade and more, but have become doubly
difficultin Donald Trump's second term. In February,
the president followed a social media post about
Afrikaners being discriminated against and land being
arbitrarily seized with an executive order halting all
American aid to South Africa. US cabinet secretaries
-including Rubio - boycotted G20 meetings in
Johannesburg and Cape Town. Rasool had struggled
to meet the US State Department.

"The US holds most of the cards," said Leon. "South
Africa has a pair of twos as opposed to trumps, (forgive
the pun). That would include the fact that we provide
100% of America's chrome imports and that we are a
significant economy in Africa. But for the rest, | think,
leaving aside the diplomatic theatrics involved and the
protocols busted or observed, in either case, we have
the policy, the prescripts, which really are the cause of
the tension: the alignment with Iran; the enablement
of Hamas; the ICJ [International Court of Justice] case
against Israel ... All these could and should change
or at least be adjusted and tempered, but there's
no sign of that. So even if South Africa were to find
a homegrown diplomatic superstar in the Henry
Kissinger mould, he or she would be hard-pressed to
get better terms of engagement absent a step change
in South Africa’s current foreign alignments.”

Many feel that continued trade concessions
for South Africa through the African Growth and
Opportunity Act have already become impossible to
salvage, potentially costing thousands of jobs and
hurting South Africans at the supermarket tills.

Pollak said, "The South African Jewish community
should take heart and understand that people in the
United States are watching and listening, including to
the strong moral stance taken by the chief rabbi. It was
sheer coincidence that Rasool made his remarks on
Purim and was expelled the same day, but it was also
relevantin a symbolic sense.”

Things could turmn sour for the Jewish community.
The Institute of Race Relations' Terence Corrigan said,
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Ambassador Rasool
booted out of the
USA. Who’s next?
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Decoding genocide accusation
PAULA SLIER harm, an approach inconsistent with genocidal intent.  Israelis. The UN's own delay in addressing those
7KH SRSXODWLRQ JURZW Katto@ie$ @lyBsuihg a report nbw(aftapiedstire,
srael's decision last month to withdraw from the past year per the World Population Review - further raises questions about its consistency. If the Gaza
Call Jason I United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) complicates the narrative. Historically, genocides FODLP UHOLHY RQ DQHFGI
082 401 8239/ 076 210 6532 now seems not only prudent, but prophetic. like the Holocaust or the genocide perpetuated in ,VUDHOL RI“FLDOV VXJJHV
FREE QUOTATIONS Anewly released United Nations (UN) report Rwanda resulted in massive population declinesnot ~ escalation rather than a grounded accusation.
accuses Israel of committing "genocidal acts” in Gaza,  increases. While Gaza's humanitarian crisis is severe, Cochav Elkayam-Levy, who leads the Civil
including the systematic destruction of women's with malnutrition and displacement rampant, this Commission on October 7th Crimes by Hamas against
. i ! ETERNAL healthcare facilities and the use of sexual violenceas  alone doesn't meet the threshold of intent to destroy ~ Women and Children, has criticised the report as an
el il MEMORIALS a war strategy. a group, suggesting the genocide label may be attempt to draw a false moral equivalence between
: ¥ roobi Ryan Goldstein Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in a exaggerated or misapplied. Israel and its terrorist adversaries. Her independent
083-458 9965 “HU\ UHEXNH EUDQGHG W KH Thd HhRbbliMorae s Geal@eafddilitied/ U D H I@dyFrietidufe0IydBcumented the sexual violence
RabbiRyanG@gmail.com that exposed the UNHRC as “an antisemitic, corrupt, being systematically destroyed probably stems from LQtLFWHG RQ ,VUDHOL ZR
“I will help you through and pro-terror body that has no legitimacy"”. reports of damaged hospitals and clinics amid the Hamas's attack, an assault in which more than
this difficult time in your 7KH SULPH PLQLVWHUMV R1IRMW ZODH W VIXDMX KD VFDONQ RZ OWMIGHRIS® N VI H UKL BX URGH.
life with all the necessary UNHRC a "council of blood libels’, a term that evokes  facilities, like Al-Shifa Hospital, when intelligence Elkayam-Levy's statement cuts to the core, saying,
tombstone requirements” the dark history of antisemitic falsehoods weaponised  indicates that Hamas operates from them. Hamas "This moral comparison is painful and wrong because
Continuing Rabbi Sher’s z’( Legacy against Jews for centuries. denies this practice, but it aligns with past evidence its purpose is to establish false historical narratives
The genocide accusation hinges on the legal of militants using civilian infrastructure. Independent DQG LQtLFWV LUUHSDUDE!
GH“QLWLRQ IURP WKH * Hh@dRgkthorG $dch&sRh@ebyHEMAN Righ®Watth F WoVjustice.”
Read the SA Jewish Re port committed "with intent to destroy, in whole orin part, ~ have documented damage to Gaza's healthcare Hagit Peer, the president of Na'amat, Israel's
. . a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group". system, but none conclusively prove a deliberate leading women's rights group, echoes this sentiment
onlineand sign up to our The UN report points to Israel’s military operations ~ VW UDWHJI\ WR WDUJHW ZR P tteiytidl foFeDShe Hbeld SeHeFolt “dbtRgBo@"
LQ *D]D ZKLFK KDYH FDXVH GNiMduthGblicaéeess @ ¥é UN tepot's@ll D Q  accusing it of turning “the victim into the aggressor”.
wee k|\/ newsletter casualties and infrastructure damage since the evidence, it's hard to verify if this accusation rests on She notes the silence of international groups that
www.sajewish repo rt.co.za | escalationfollowing Hamas's 7 October 2023 attack. ~ solid data or assumes intent from collateral damage claim to champion women's rights yet turn a blind
i . Palestinian health authorities, run by Hamas, have ina dense war zone. eye to the "sexual massacre” carried out by Hamas
(£ ) saJeWIshreport UHSRUWHG PRUH WKDQ TBelseu ikl afcelal@gatid, tiDat sl lisEs Xad K against Israeli women and men. She argues that this
‘owishr rt WKHVH “JXUHV GRQMW GLVVDLQYXMWXWEHIWZ B B QL RR/RE B DV BrQaNAgYis Wit Hy pRiRyMte\ohpQritDnP
sa_jewishrepo and civilians oraccount  and least substantiated based on available a campaign to delegitimise Israel while shielding its
for deaths caused by information. Israel’s military operations are heavily attackers.

ANTI UE SHABBOS Hamas's own actions, scrutinised, yet no credible, widespread evidence Critics, including Netanyahu, argue that the
Q OLNH PLV*“U H @onlingepehdEhtabdtces like Amnesty International ~ UNHRC's track record undermines its credibility.
Israel, meanwhile, or the International Criminal Court has emerged to The council has passed more resolutions against
CANDLESTICKS asserts that it targets support this as a systematic policy. Israel than any other country since its inception,
|| I-!amas militants, not Contrast this with the 7 October Hamas attack, often ignoring abuses by states like Syria or Iran. Its
_ = — —— civilians, and provides ZKHUH “UVW KDQG DFFR X Q Vih¥nberRndude@atiobskuitkpyoLfGntd rQightd [

warnings to reduce VXUYLYRU WHVWLPRQLHV FRQ“UP VH[X DgontifueFoRpag@ s
Torah Thought

Post-Purim pre-Pesach portal

Please be mindful of my Ps and Qs. | purifying our minds, hearts, and homes in C%ZggdASr:aﬁzg\r/:q;r?d
might still be a little pickled from my anticipation of true redemption. Sandton Central Shul
Purim partying! Chassidus teaches that hachana

The transition from Purim to Pesach is (preparedness) isn't justa means to an end, freedom;
one of the most dramatic shiftsin the Jewish ~ butan essential part of the process. The effort e Precision: channel

81| calendar. One day, we're celebrating ad delo we putinto preparation determines the depth the energy of Purim

yada, embracing joyful chaos, and the next, of the experience. into well-planned,
we're meticulously scrubbing every inch of For those involved in creating a meaningful meaningful action;
our homes to eliminate even the smallest Pesach experience, preparation is everything. e Persistence: preparation doesn't happen
trace of chametz. The contrast is striking, When done right, it's not just about logistics, overnight, it's steady progress;
but with the right approach, we can harness but setting the stage for an uplifting yom tov. e Perspective: step back and remember
Purim's energy to fuel a meaningful and That's why the Post-Purim Pre-Pesach that this isn't just about physical work, but
joyous Pesach preparation. Preparation Portal is more than a catchy spiritual transformation;
That's where the Post-Purim Pre-Pesach phrase, it's a mindset shift. We prevent poor * Plausibility and perfection: when Pesach
Preparation Portal comes in - our mindset performance perpetually by infusing the preparation is seen as possible and
shift that prevents poor performance process with: meaningful, it becomes pleasant and
perpetually by focusing on positivity, purpose,  ® Positivity: let the joy of Purim continue, uplifting.
and precision. knowing that every moment of preparation As we pivot from Purim to Pesach, let's
$W “UVW JODQFH 3XULRBpdxQQredtdwididri;K VHHP embrace this mindset. With positivity,
vastly different. Purim is about spontaneity e Purpose: Pesach isn't just about avoiding purpose, and precision, we set ourselves up
| - celebrating in a somewhat haphazard way. chametz; it's about experiencing true fora Pesach of true freedom and joy.
Pesach, by contrast, is structured down to the
“QH \gw RN Shabbat Times brought toyouby
‘ Sg‘gle{"“{”eﬁ‘n SP—— Spencer Schwartz from You Realty
° e : y perpetuiating Furims purpose, we e Residential Property Sales and Rentals + Auctions

our Pesach preparations. Just as Hashem I S E— I
(efo)gl Foloi g[S g OISR SRSVAORIN | (L SSHG HYHU\WKLQJ LQ Starts Ends
Persia, we approach Pesach knowing that true Johannesburg 1759 1848

heifer). Before bringing the Korban Pesach, property market can be overwhelming. Spencer is here to

freadom = physical and soiritual<is alw Cape Town 18:38 19:28
- W?t;?greacz ysical and spiritual - is always Durban 1748 1837
‘ Bloemfontein 18:07 1856
Ir?parshaSVayakheI, Moshe gathers the Ggeberha 1809 19:00
Jewish people to prepare for the Mishkan. Plettenberg Bay 1815 19:08
But before they get to work, he reminds them East London 18:00 18:50
about Shabbos, emphasising that preparation Jerusalem 17115 18:29 }
ANY MAKE BEST PRICE isn't just about action, but intention. Tel Aviv 17:31 1831/ K
ANY MODEL GUARANTEED Similarly, this Shabbos, we read parshas Spencer Schwartz ® 084 524 4616 * spencer@yourealty.co.za
= 3DUDK GLVFXVVLQJ WK|H , . . . o
ANY CONDITION ~— = /4—\ through the ashes of the Parah Adumah (red Whether you're selling, buying, or renting, navigating the

the Jewish people had to be spiritually pure. help - offering personalised service, expert knowledge, and
We read this as a reminder that Pesach is a commitment to excellence. We'll guide you through every
more than just physical preparation, it's about Rea Ity step, ensuring a seamless and stress-free experience.
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