


Appliance Repairs on Site

Call Jason
082 401 82392 / 076 210 6532

FREE QUOTATIONS

Mike Huckabee, in confirmation hearing to be
ambassador to Israel, says he won’t set US policy there

GRACE GILSON - JTA

ike Huckabee, President Donald Trump's
M nominee to be ambassador to Israel, told

senators that though he supports Israel
annexing the West Bank, he wouldn't be directing the
president’s policy in the region.

He also said Trump didn’t support forcibly displacing
Palestinians from Gaza, despite Trump’s call for the United
States to “take over” that territory. And he spoke of how his
support for Israel is rooted in Christianity.

Huckabee is a former Arkansas governor and self-
identifed staunch Christian Zionist. He has drawn
opposition from liberal Jewish groups and others who
are wary of Christian nationalism and disagree with his
opposition to Palestinian statehood and view that Israel
holds “title deed” to the West Bank.

Anumber of progressive protesters, including Jews
from the progressive group IfNotNow, chanted “Jews say
no” and “Free Palestine” at the beginning of the hearing
before being ejected. Some were arrested.

Multiple Democratic senators asked how his views
would infuence his work as ambassador. He said his job
would be to represent Trump’s policies.

“If confrmed, it will be my duty to carry out the
president’s policies, not mine,” he said in response to a
question on annexation from Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley.
“One of the things | will recognise - an ambassador
doesn't create the policy, he carries the policy of his country
and the president.”

Huckabee did affrm that he “previously supported”
Israel annexing the West Bank. Trump said in February
that he would share news about annexation in 30 days,
but blew past that deadline without any announcements.
He said that while he opposed Israel stealing land
owned by Palestinians and

to enumerate what rights Palestinians might have if Israel
formally annexes the territory.

“If we're talking about stealing the land, taking it away
from them, that's a problem,” he said. “If you're talking
about purchasing the land, that's a legitimate transaction.”

He added, in response to a question about what
rights Palestinians would be afforded, that he believes
Palestinians already have freedom. He cast doubt on
the idea that a Palestinian state could be established
alongside Israel soon.

“There would be security, there would be opportunity,”
Huckabee said. “If you mean would they be able to live
freely, they already do.”

Much of the world considers the West Bank to be
occupied by Israel, which directly controls most of its land.
The Palestinian Authority governs Palestinian population
centres, but hasn't held an election in nearly two decades.
Israel doesn’t permit West Bank Palestinians to vote in its
elections, and they don't have full freedom of movement.

When asked by Merkley, an Oregon Democrat, about
his stance on Trump’s plans to displace Gaza's entire
population, Huckabee said the president wouldn’t force
anyone to leave. Trump has been unclear on that point

across several remarks on the issue.

“The president has never said that he would force
displacement,” said Huckabee. “That hasn't been his
statements nor his policy, rather to make sure that there
is a safe and secure place for people to live during the
process of cleaning out what is a disastrous mess.”

Huckabee has also faced scepticism from Jewish
groups that oppose Christian nationalism. Huckabee
didn’t shy away from his Christian Zionism at the
hearing, and articulated how his religious values
inform his support of Israel.

He said the relationship between many American
churches and synagogues and Israel is based in the Bible
and “isn't geopolitical, it's spiritual”. He said absent that
spiritual basis, a relationship with Israel would be diffcult.

“Israel in many ways is a refection of our own heritage
and history,” he said at one point. “It is Judeo-Christian law
that there is a right and that there is a wrong upon which
all of Western Civilisation is built, but certainly our system
of government.”’

Soweto solidarity touches
kibbutz members
>>From page 1
our Kibbutz Nir Am members: Oriana Ben Abba
FGoIan; Ron Maoz; Dana Mizrachi Braude; and
Chen Farchi Cohen, left Soweto last Friday,
21 March, with a renewed sense of hope and the belief
that they had friends in the most unlikely places. The
kibbutzniks were visiting South Africa to engage with
Jews across the country, and took time to visit Soweto.
Kibbutz Nir Am became a symbol of resilience on
7 October 2023 when its members heroically defended
the community against Hamas terrorists, preventing
many lives from being lost during the Hamas attack on
the south of Israel.

expelling them, he declined

cheshbon (calculation).

all to see.

fnal tally of all of the contributions

to the Holy Temple. After all the hard
work we have read about in the past few
parshas, with every minute detail and all
the weights and measurements, there’s a

Moses takes every last coin donated into
account, and publishes the fnancials for

The commentaries on this explain just

Counting our G-d-given gifts

I n parshas Pekudei, we learn about the

to see him.

plans and arrive there frst. He would
hide in the room where the rebbe would
stay, and the rebbe would be compelled

Reb Hillel prepared a question in the
Talmudic tractate of Erachin - the tractate
that deals with evaluations - to ask the
rebbe. The rebbe entered the room, and
before Reb Hillel could do anything, he
heard the sing-song of the rebbe: “If a

Torah Thought

Rabbi Levi Silman
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[young man] has a
question in Erachin, he
must frst be maarich
[evaluate himself].”

Let us take moment to take notice of
our G-d-given gifts and maximise our
potential!

how careful we need to be when handling
communal funds. We cannot only be clean,
we must also be wholesome in the eyes of
the general public.

The Chassidic masters explain how to
take this into our everyday lives. Every
person is a miniature sanctuary and every

detail of the Holy Temple is an essential
aspect of our divine service. Every so often,
we need to pause and make a calculation
to see where we are in life. And just as we
ought to know our shortcomings in order
to rectify them, we must also know our
capabilities in order to maximise them.

Reb Hillel of Paritch wanted to meet Reb
Shneur Zalman, the frst Chabad Rebbe,
but every time he arrived at the town
where the rebbe was at the time, the rebbe
had already departed.

So, he decided to fnd the rebbe’s travel
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