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NICOLA MILTZ

South Africa’s consul general in Los Angeles (LA), 
Thandile Babalwa Sunduza, has been given 
her marching orders by the United States (US) 

State Department Office of Foreign Missions. She is 
the second highest ranking South African diplomatic 
official in the US, and her departure marks yet another 
sign of the escalating diplomatic fallout between the 
two countries.

Her exit follows the recall of Brigadier General 
Richard Maponyane, South Africa’s military attaché to 
Washington, amid reports in the Sunday Times that the 
US is cutting military assistance and cooperation with 
the South African National Defence Force.

Just weeks earlier, Ambassador Ebrahim Rasool was 

expelled by the US government.
South Africa is refusing to withdraw its genocide 

case against Israel despite pressure from the US. 
Tension between the two countries has led to cancelled 
military deals, a substantial funding cut, and future 
trade uncertainty.

The controversial Sunduza has made headlines 
for the wrong reasons in the past including her 
embroilment in a number of staff complaints against 
her for alleged abusive behaviour and wasteful 
expenditure.

Despite this, former Department of International 
Relations and Cooperation (Dirco) Minister Dr Naledi 
Pandor extended her appointment by four years to 
2028. Following the recent termination of her tenure, 
she is believed to be heading back to South Africa this 

week.
Sunduza was 

earlier this year 
honoured by 
the vehemently 
anti-Israel Los 
Angeles branch 
of the Council on 
American-Islamic 
Relations and the 
LA branch of Jewish 
Voice for Peace 
for South Africa’s 
legal campaign 
against Israel at the 
International Court 
of Justice (ICJ).

When contacted 
by the SA Jewish
Report, she declined 
to comment, 
directing all media 
queries to Dirco.

Dirco 
spokesperson 
Chrispin Phiri 

attempted to downplay the situation.
“The term of the military attaché expired and he 

has returned home in that context. The US is resetting 
a number of agreements with countries around the 
world. South Africa hasn’t been immunised from those 
considerations,” said Phiri.

Regarding Sunduza’s recall, he said, “Her term was 
extended for administrative reasons. Those issues have 
now been concluded.”

When asked whether President Cyril Ramaphosa 
was any closer to naming a new ambassador to replace 
Rasool, Phiri simply said, “Let’s defer the question for 
now.”

These high-level exits paint a stark picture of 
strained relations between Washington and Pretoria.

Political analyst Steven Gruzd said the unfolding 
situation mirrored the deterioration in South Africa’s 
ties with Israel. “It reminds me of Israel-South Africa 
relations. Just when you think they can’t get any worse, 
they do,” said Gruzd. “Having more diplomats leave 
the US is a sign of how bad the bilateral relationship 
is.”

“The ANC says it wants to engage, but won’t retreat 
on the ICJ – which I see as at the root of this diplomatic 
crisis – even if it means bad relations with Washington 
and lost jobs,” said Gruzd.

Though the ANC says it remains committed to 
diplomatic engagement with the US, its increasingly 
hardline positions appear to suggest otherwise. A 
delegation led by Dirco director-general Zane Dangor 
held discussions with counterparts in the US recently in 
a bid to ease tensions.

This past weekend, during the ANC’s National 
Executive Committee (NEC) meeting at the Birchwood 
Hotel in Boksburg, Justice Minister and ANC NEC 
member Ronald Lamola doubled down on the party’s 
stance.

“We will not withdraw from the court. It’s a matter of 
international law,” Lamola said. “We believe it must be 
dealt with on its merits.”

The Democratic Alliance, the ANC’s partner in the 

ANC digs in as diplomats expelled

Love triumphs warLove triumphs war
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Former Israeli hostage Eliya 
Cohen and his fiancée, 
Nova festival survivor Ziv 
Abud, shared their story of 
pain, anguish, and love with 
the Johannesburg Jewish 
community on Monday,  
31 March, at Sandton Shul See story on page  7



Having completed the Book of Exodus, 
whose opening lines were, “And 
these are the names of the children 

of Israel …”; we now read in Leviticus, “When 
a man from amongst you shall offer …”

Many lessons shared in Vayikra (Leviticus) 
are relevant to our own lives, as we develop 
from the youth which we were into the adults 
we’re (still) becoming.
Here are three:
1. To realise that one’s quality of life, one’s 
growth from childhood to adult, is gauged 
not by what one has acquired, but by what 
one offers others. As John F. Kennedy once 
intoned, “Ask not what your country can do for 
you, ask what you can do for your country.”

Children are by nature and force of 
circumstance generally on the receiving end. 
However, the moment one gives of oneself, 
one embarks on establishing one’s own 
independent identity.
2. Quoting Rashi on verse 1:17: “Whether one 
offers much or little, it’s equally pleasing to 
G-d provided that one directs his heart toward 
Heaven.”

G-d wants the heart. It is not enough 
just to go through the motions. It is about 
quality, about doing what one can with what 
is available. It is better to spend only 15-20 
minutes every morning putting on tefillin 
and doing the basics of prayer, wishing that 
we could do more, than to spend 45 minutes 
praying, all the while thinking about how we 
wish that we were finished already because of 
whatever. It is better to give a little with a smile 
than a lot with a frown or a scowl.
3. Not all the qualities and character traits of 
our childhood are appropriate or desirable 
to retain as we mature. Growing up often 
entails having to let go of certain modes of 
behaviour.

The three types of animals used as offerings 

– oxen, sheep, and goats – represent three 
basic types of animal soul or yetzer harah:

The ox corresponds to the 
confrontational personality who is always 
seeking to assert himself and oppose the 
directives of the divine soul – the yetzer tov – 
the internal voice of other-centred goodness;

The sheep corresponds to the conformist-
type, who follows the crowd and is too weak 
to assert his divine nature if it means going 
against the tide;

The goat corresponds to the stubborn type, 
who refuses to budge from the preconceived 
notions he has grown up with, trained in him 
by his animal soul;

Slaughtering the animal thus symbolises 
how we “slaughter” – in other words give 
up – our “me first”, animalistic orientation 
toward life.

Sprinkling the blood and placing the fat of 
the slaughtered animal on the altar alludes 

to how we re-orient 
our warm-blooded 
enthusiasm and sense of delight (fat) to 
G-dliness.

So our confrontational ox-like character 
becomes transformed into: “How dare you, 
yetzer harah, suggest that I eat treif, break 
Shabbos, lie, cheat on a test, or skip putting on 
my tefillin…”

Our sheep-like nature helps us to follow 
Hashem’s instructions, and to choose wisely 
with which flock of “friends” we associate with; 
and our goat-like nature can be used to help 
us stubbornly stick to the path of Torah and 
goodness, even if it’s not so convenient or 
pleasant.

Torah ThoughtBoys to men: the path to adulthood
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BEN SALES – JTA

Four years ago, Naftali Bennett was the 
first person in more than a decade to 
unseat Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu.
Now, it looks like he’ll try to do it again.
Bennett, who served as prime minister for 

about a year from mid-2021 to mid-2022, 
ended his three-year hiatus from public 
office by registering a new political 
party on Tuesday, 1 April. It doesn’t 
have members or even a name – 
for now, it’s “Bennett 2026” – but 
Bennett’s return to politics has been 
buzzed about for months and he’s 
expected to pose a serious challenge to the 
unpopular yet formidable prime minister.

Bennett, a former technology entrepreneur 
born of American immigrants to Israel, has been 
one of the driving forces of this era of Israeli 
politics and one of the most controversial. A 
religious Zionist who wears a small knit kippah, 
he entered politics on the hardline, pro-settler 
right, serving for years as a senior partner in 
successive Netanyahu governments in a variety 
of cabinet roles. He has been a longtime vocal 
opponent of Palestinian statehood.

But he and Netanyahu had a reportedly 
acrimonious relationship for years – Bennett 
was once his aide – and in 2021, he rebelled. 
That June, he joined an unlikely coalition with a 
group of centrist and left-wing parties, plus an 
Arab-Israeli faction, to cobble together a bare 

majority in Knesset, ousting Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party from power for the first time since 2009. 
Although Bennett’s party wasn’t the largest, his 
defection from the right earned him the role of 
prime minister.

That manoeuvre earned him lasting ire on the 
right, and his government fell apart. By the end of 

2022, Netanyahu was back in 
power. Bennett, who made 

millions in technology 
before running for 
office, said he was 
taking a break from 
politics.

Since then, and 
especially since the 

Hamas attack of 7 October 
2023, Bennett has depicted 

himself as more of a centrist compromiser who 
has the good of Israel’s diverse electorate in mind. 
He hopes to appeal to people on the centre and 
left, as well as disaffected right-wingers.

Bennett hasn’t commented publicly about 
his return, but it’s hardly a surprise. For months, 
polls have been including a theoretical Bennett 
party in election surveys, and they’ve shown 
him performing well, even though it’s unclear 
what exactly the party would stand for or who his 
deputies might be.

Centrist Yair Lapid, who partnered with 
him in 2021 and now serves as leader of the 
parliamentary opposition, praised his return. 
So did centrist Benny Gantz. Netanyahu’s allies 
mocked him.But one thing is clear: The race is on.

Released hostage Amit Soussana 
awarded for courage Amit 

Soussana 
celebrated her 

birthday at a 
game park in 
South Africa

Continued on page 10>>

Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett

Former Israeli prime minister 
signals another run at Netanyahu

PETA KROST

Former Israeli hostage Amit 
Soussana’s bravery at being the 
first person to speak out publicly 

about the sexual abuse and torture she 
suffered at the hands of her captors in 
Gaza was recognised by United States First 
Lady Melania Trump at the International 
Women of Courage Awards on 1 April.

Soussana, who celebrated her 41st 
birthday in South Africa in September last 

year, was one of seven other 
women who were given Women 
of Courage Awards at the 19th 
annual ceremony.

She spent 55 harrowing days 
in hell after Hamas terrorists 
abducted her from her Kfar Aza 
home on 7 October 2023 and 
on her return, she spoke out 
about some of the horrors she 
experienced in an interview 
with The New York Times and in 

Sheryl Sandberg’s 
documentary, Screams 
Before Silence.

Soussana, who was 
released from captivity on 
the last day of a weeklong 
truce in November 2023, 
was in South Africa in 
September 2024 with her 
friend and former longtime 
boyfriend, Eran Zaitoun, 
45, as a part of The Base 
and Jewish National Fund 
Hostage Project. They were 
brought out to South Africa 
as one of the first in this 
project to “exhale after 
experiencing unimaginable 
trauma”, said Saul 
Jassinowsky, who founded 
the initiative.

Jassinowsky told the 
SA Jewish Report that he 

wasn’t surprised that Soussana won this 
award. “She is such a powerful personality, 
as well as warm and generous of heart,” 
he said. “She led a global campaign to 
raise awareness of the sexual abuse and 
violence perpetrated against hostages 
while in captivity and on Israelis on  
7 October.

“She put her own trauma and fear 
aside to help others,” he said. While many 
released hostages who have come to 
South Africa as part of this project have 
spoken to the community about their 
experiences, Soussana wasn’t ready to 
speak to a crowd about her experience 
when she was here. She did, however, 
share her story with the SA Jewish Report.

Soussana was very taken with South 
Africa. She told the SA Jewish Report when 
she was here, “I love this country and 
this beautiful Jewish community. I never 



Kids with Kalashnikovs in Cape protest
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TALI FEINBERG

In a possible first for the City of Cape Town, children 
holding fake Kalashnikov and AK-47 rifles were seen 
on the streets of the Mother City during the annual 

Quds Day protest on 28 March, which is held on the last 
Friday of Ramadan.

Wearing headbands and keffiyehs in the style of 
Palestinian terrorists, the children played at being 
“terrorists”, crouching on one knee to aim at their targets.

About 500 people took to the streets for the protest, 
with a multitude of Hezbollah flags and images of 
assassinated Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah. African 
National Congress (ANC) leader of the opposition in the 
Western Cape Provincial Legislature and ANC Western 
Cape Provincial Spokesperson, Mohammad Khalid 
Sayed, proudly posed with a photo of Nasrallah and with 
Hezbollah flags.

The theme of this year’s Quds Day was “escalate, 
mobilise, resist”. Uzair Mohamed, the leader of radical 
local organisation Cape Town Intifada, was arrested 
during the march.

Speaking to the SA Jewish Report, Captain FC Van 
Wyk, the South African Police Service (SAPS) media 
liaison officer in the Western Cape, said, “On 28 March 
2025, at 16:20, a 34-year-old person was found in 
possession of two flares during a march in Cape Town to 
the national Parliament. The suspect was arrested in front 
of Parliament by national public order police members 
and was detained at Cape Town Central [Police Station] 
by SAPS. A possession of a dangerous weapon case was 
opened for investigation.”

Pro-Palestinian groups, including the militant group 
People Against Gangsterism and Drugs rallied outside 
the police station until Mohamed was released. “SAPS is 
being controlled by the Zionists!” wrote one supporter 
on Facebook.

The charges were dropped on 1 April, but Cape South 
African Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape SAJBD) Executive 
Director Daniel Bloch says Mohamed has “repeatedly 
incited violence, spread hate speech, and verbally 
abused individuals”. He was especially active at UCT 
[University of Cape Town] in 2024, where he targeted 
Jewish students during “Israeli Apartheid Week”. Now, 
“he was arrested during another anti-Israel march for 
possessing a dangerous weapon. Yet, he and other 
organisers insist that their protests are peaceful. Who 
brings weapons to a peaceful protest and what are their 
true intentions?”

Bloch says every South African has the right to 
protest provided the demonstrations don’t incite 
violence, spread hate speech, or otherwise break the 
law. “Unfortunately, recent anti-Israel protests and 
motorcades in the Western Cape have, on occasion, 
crossed these lines. We commend SAPS for acting 
against those who violate the law. No person or cause 
is above the law, and those who continuously breach it 
must face the consequences.”

He says the Cape SAJBD is also “deeply disturbed by 
the sight of protesters dressing their children in Hamas-
style outfits, brandishing fake guns, and chanting, ‘Death 
to Israel!’ and ‘Death to Zionists!’ while desecrating 
Israeli and United States flags. What message are these 
so-called ‘peaceful’ protesters trying to send? What role 

do their children play in this dangerous rhetoric?”
As for Sayed, Bloch says it’s “no surprise that he openly 

supports Iranian-backed terrorist groups by displaying 
Hezbollah flags. Sayed has made no secret of his 
antisemitic and anti-Israel stance, frequently targeting 
our Jewish community and institutions.”

However, since the May 2024 elections, ANC support 
has dwindled, “reinforcing our belief that Sayed doesn’t 
represent the majority of ANC supporters or South 
Africans at large”, Bloch says. “Most South Africans want 
peace and prosperity, not the death and genocide these 
protesters continue to call for.”

Professor Hussein Solomon, who is among the top 
100 terrorism experts in the world, says this isn’t the first 
time children have been made to look like terrorists in 
South Africa. He recalls a child with fake explosives taped 
to him in a previous protest. However, he says children 
cosplaying as terrorists and Sayed proudly brandishing 
Hezbollah images is of concern.

“One would expect parents to prepare their kids 
to live, not die,” says Solomon. “In fact, there are 
various Islamic prescriptions against taking one’s 
own life. Among a certain stream of Muslims in South 
Africa, Hezbollah is seen as a heroic organisation. It’s 
problematic because it means that a section of the 
population has internalised certain extremist views. I’m 
not sure how to counter that, because one would expect 
the South African government to provide direction in 
terms of this, which of course it hasn’t done.”

On Facebook, mothers proudly discussed their 
cosplaying “martyr” children who held rifles at the 
protest, with one saying, “They did so well today.” 
Mothers also purposefully drove their children’s prams 
over Israeli and American flags.

Rolene Marks, spokesperson for the South African 
Zionist Federation (SAZF), says, “The SAZF condemns the 
disturbing hate on display at the recent Quds Day event 
which represents not solidarity with Palestinians, but the 
glorification of terrorism against Jews and denial of their 
right to self-determination. This event is a direct attempt 

to normalise violence 
through tactics mirroring 
Hamas, including 
the unconscionable 
exploitation of children 
brandishing weapons.”

She says these same 
activists “remain tellingly 
silent about Hamas’s 
brutal suppression of 
Palestinian protesters 
in Gaza, including the 
cold-blooded murder of 
22-year-old Odai Naser 
Saadi. Their selective 
outrage reveals their 
true agenda. Quds Day 
isn’t about Palestinian 
rights; it’s about 
endorsing violence 
against civilians under 
a transparent veneer of 
solidarity.”

Later that evening, 
also to mark Quds Day, Sayed visited the Ahlul Bait 

Mosque in Ottery, Cape Town, where images of 
Nasrallah and assassinated Hamas leader Yayha Sinwar 
were given pride of place. ANC and Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) members attended, including the EFF’s 
Nazier Paulsen, who opened his address with chants of, 
‘Death to Israel, death to America!’ Paulsen said that the 
Palestinians were “being genocided by those satanic 
Israelis and Americans. Israel is an apartheid state. 
America is an apartheid state.”

At the protest, one woman proudly held a sign 
saying, “F*ck Israel”, while a man wore a t-shirt saying 
“No justice, no peace.” The Quds Day protest is seen 
as radical even in some Muslim circles, as it was 
declared a day of solidarity with the Palestinians by 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the leader of the Iranian 
Revolution, who made Iran into an Islamic republic.

In South Africa, the day was adopted in 1979 by 
Imam Achmad Cassiem, the founder of the militant 
Islamist organisation and paramilitary group, the Qibla 
movement, which aims to promote the establishment of 
an Islamic state in South Africa.

But, says Bloch, “We won’t be intimidated or 
threatened. The Cape SAJBD will continue to challenge 
anti-Israel protesters and the targeted hostility toward 
our community. There’s no place for hate in our society.”

ANC digs in as diplomats expelled
>>Continued from page 1

Government of National Unity (GNU) has called for a 
“formal review of foreign policy at Cabinet level”. Lamola 
said this week that those who want the government to 
change its foreign policy must follow proper channels.

Since President Donald Trump’s return to the White 
House in January, South Africa has increasingly found 
itself in Washington’s firing line. Trump has issued 
several hard-hitting executive orders targeting South 
Africa, including the cutting of US foreign aid and the 
offer of resettlement for Afrikaner farmers. Tensions 
reached new heights with the expulsion of Rasool.

While South Africa is being pulled back, Washington 
is resetting. Trump has nominated conservative 
commentator and pro-Israel advocate Leo Brent Bozell III 
as the next US ambassador to South Africa.

In the meantime, the US embassy in Pretoria is 
being led by David Greene, a seasoned diplomat with a 
background in Middle East and African affairs. Greene 
has served in Morocco, Nigeria, and worked on the 
Israeli-Palestinian file, a clear signal that Washington’s 
gaze is sharply focused on Pretoria’s stance on Israel.

Despite the fallout, the ANC remains unflinching in its 
approach. ANC First Deputy Secretary-General Nomvula 
Mokonyane told journalists at the NEC meeting at 
the weekend that the party remained committed to a 
foreign policy that “serves the people of South Africa and 
advances a more just, peaceful, and equitable world”.

“We reject neo-colonialism, unilateralism, and all 
forms of domination that undermine the sovereignty 
and dignity of all nations,” Mokonyane said.

She accused right-wing elements of spreading 
disinformation locally and internationally, and linked the 
diplomatic fallout to ideological attacks on South Africa’s 
position.

“The NEC noted with concern the resurgence and 

spreading of right-wing ideology, and its adverse 
impact in international politics, particularly on the 
African continent,” she said. “Despite this, we urge 
our government to continue to pursue diplomatic 
engagements with the United States government.”

Political analysts have pointed out that lobbyists may 
be shaping US policy toward South Africa from behind 
the scenes.

“It’s also clear that some right-wing groups have 
indeed lobbied the US and influenced the Trump circle,” 
said Gruzd. “Known as the ‘PayPal Mafia’, there’s a group 
of at least four ex-South Africans, including Elon Musk 
and David Sacks, shaping Trump’s views of South Africa.”

Critics say the ANC is pursuing an ideologically-driven 
foreign policy at the cost of strategic relationships, 
the economic consequences of which could be dire 
for South Africa.

Joel Pollak, senior editor-at-large for Breitbart 
News, didn’t mince his words, saying, “The ANC-led 
government – and here the GNU shares the burden 
– has chosen a collision course, not just with the 
United States, but with reality.

“The ICJ case is symptomatic of the moral 
rot plaguing South Africa. Hatred of Israel is a 
guarantee of failure, not just because Jews have 
a special relationship with G-d, but because 
hatred of Israel means rejecting success, and 
rejecting the power of human beings to alter their 
circumstances.”

As the diplomatic climate continues to sour, 
many are asking what this may mean for South 
Africa’s future. The ANC may claim to seek dialogue, 
but its continued entrenchment around the ICJ case 
and growing hostility from the US suggest that the 
space for diplomacy is narrowing.

Children dressing up as terrorists at the 
Quds Day protest in Cape Town
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PETA KROST

Israel is a master at innovation because it deals with 
its own problems by finding smart solutions, says 
Aharon Aharon, the former chief executive of the Israel 

Innovation Authority, who was in South Africa last week.
“South Africa could certainly learn from this,” he told 

the SA Jewish Report in Johannesburg. “This country 
needs to look at what problems it has and find innovative 
solutions to them. That way, you solve problems, increase 
productivity in the country, and employ people in the 
process.”

Aharon said this was what he told South African 
minister of sport, arts and culture, Gayton McKenzie, 
when he met him last week. Aharon also gladly acceded 
to the minister’s request for him to return to South Africa 
to help come up with innovative ideas.

“I haven’t tried to understand what South Africa would 
need solving, but I’m happy to help,” he said. Aharon, 
who was brought to South Africa by the Israeli consulate, 
said he was astonished to learn from the minister 
that South Africa had such a massive unemployment 
problem.

“It’s essential to find innovative ways to sort this 
out, and it’s the need that leads to innovation, not the 
other way around. And innovation isn’t always about 
technology, although that’s what people assume.”

To this end, he recalls that when Israel got 
independence in 1948, the population doubled in 18 
months. “We had no energy to supply homes, and the 
electric boiler and fridge were major consumers, which 
was problematic. So, our solution was to bring solar to 
homes,” he said. “It has since become mandatory for all 
homes in Israel to be equipped with solar energy. This 
isn’t sophisticated technology, but it fulfilled a real need.”

Aharon spoke of another simple Israeli innovation 
called drip irrigation that emerged out of necessity. In 
this case, water and nutrients are dripped onto each 
specific plant growing. “We had a lot of desert, no water, 
and a huge need for agriculture, and this innovation has 
changed Israel,” Aharon said.

Israel no longer has a water problem because it 
has mastered wastewater reclamation and water 
desalination. “As much as 86% of our water – which 
we can drink and use for agriculture – is reclaimed 
from sewerage water. We also desalinate sea water for 
drinking.”

Aharon said Israel’s innovative strength was historic. 
“Looking back at our past, Jews weren’t very accepted 
in the countries we lived in. We had to have something 
that didn’t tie us to a specific place, and the only thing 
we could take with us wherever we went was our brain,” 
said Aharon.

“When Theodor Herzl spoke of the Jewish nation in 
1896, he talked about using technology and innovation,” 
said Aharon. “He spoke of the use of research to enable 
the country to flourish and with the use of science, 
nothing is impossible.”

Herzl’s dream was put in place, according to Aharon, 
even before the state of Israel was established. Aharon 
pointed out that Haifa Technion, Israel’s Institute of 
Technology, was founded in 1924, Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem started in 1925, and the Weizmann Institute 
of Science was launched in 1934. “All three of these 
are listed in the top 100 universities. So there was no 
surprise when Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion spoke 
out about the vital role of science and technology in 
Israel’s development.”

Role models in the country have also changed 
because of this, he said. “Twenty years ago, Jewish 
mothers wanted their sons to be doctors, but today, they 
dream of their children succeeding in high tech,” he said, 
admitting that his two daughters, two sons-in-law, and 
his son all work in high tech in Israel.

This industry has made a major impact on the Israeli 
economy, with start-ups being sold for huge amounts of 
money.

Just this month, Aharon said, the biggest cyber 
buyouts ever took place, with Google buying Israeli cloud 
security innovation company, Wiz, for $32 billion (R587 
billion). “While everyone was talking about that deal, 
they neglected to mention the acquisition that took place 
eight days earlier for NeXT – an insurance technology 
company – at $2.6 billion (R47.7 billion),” he said.

In 2024, Israel sold technology companies to 
internationals for about $12 billion (R220.1 billion) and 
in the first three months of 2025, the figure was more 
than $35.6 billion (R653 billion), according to Aharon.

Though there are many innovations that those 
wanting to boycott Israel would have to do without, 
grapes aren’t something that comes to mind, said 
Aharon.

But years back, South Africa was battling to grow 
“strong and juicy” grapes, and it found a solution 

at the Volcani Institute, Israel’s agricultural research 
organisation. “Today, most of the grapes grown in South 
Africa had their origins in Israel. So, Israel imports South 
African grapes in winter, and the royalties of that goes to 
the Israeli government.”

And almost everything 
related to the internet or 
cyberspace comes from 
Israel, Aharon says. “Israel 
is the number-one exporter 
of cyber worldwide. There 
are so many things you 
wouldn’t even 
think of that 
have parts that 
come from 
Israel, especially 
in terms of 
cybersecurity.”

Aharon 
said that 
though his 
wife had worked in South Africa years ago, he had never 
been here before. He was pleased, however, that while 
he understood the government here didn’t like Israel, he 
hadn’t seen or experienced this sentiment on the streets.

He found it astonishing that the South African 
government was spending so much money on taking 
Israel to the International Court of Justice at The Hague 
when it hadn’t yet sorted out its own problems like 
unemployment.

“Why is the South African government focusing on 
a country it has no interest in? Does it have any impact 
on South Africa? Does it solve any problems for South 
Africa? Yet they are using taxpayers’ money for this. 
Why?”

Though it doesn’t make sense to him, he said he 
believed that “if people really talked to each other and 
didn’t avoid each other, the problems could be sorted. 
It’s a problem between two governments, not two 
nations.”

To the SA Jewish community, he said, “This issue 
between the government and Jews isn’t positive, but it 
can make the community that much closer and stronger.

“We should take advantage of this, and it should 
strengthen the relationship between local Jews and 
Israel too.”

SA’s problems need smart innovation, says Israeli expert

Aharon Aharon

LULA PENCHARZ

Radical Islamism or Islamic fundamentalism is fuelling 
antisemitism in the West, experts agreed at a panel discussion 
held in Jerusalem at the International Conference on Combating 

Antisemitism hosted by the Government Press Office last week.
“The same idiots who were part of the climate cult are now part of 

the Free Palestine cult,” said Dr Eli David, Israeli artificial intelligence 
researcher and entrepreneur. “They don’t know where Palestine or 
Israel is. They cannot point to it on a map, but they know they are part 
of something. They feel they are more enlightened if they chant, “free 
Palestine!” or “climate change!”. Stupidity and radical Islam are united 
in Ivy League universities.”

David said the encampments on university campuses 
in the United States weren’t fuelled only by the 
“free Palestine cult” and youth jumping on any 
bandwagon for radical change, but the “jihadist 
Islamic sect” which is “funding universities”.

David spoke along with members of the 
European Parliament such as Swedish 
politician Charlie Weimers and Hungarian 
Dr Kinga Gál; Syrian-born Kurdish 
journalist and editor Laila Katharina Mirzo 
and Luai Ahmed, a Yemeni and Swedish 
journalist and columnist; and French-Israeli 
Meyer Habib, a former member of the French 
National Assembly.

Ahmed spoke about the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), one of the three Middle East countries with a peace 
agreement with Israel. “Even though the UAE isn’t the perfect 
country and it doesn’t have the best Constitution and human rights, 
it’s showing that there is hope in the Middle East,” Ahmed said.

Ahmed said he believed there were two reasons for radicalism in 
the Middle East. “It’s the same mosques and schools that I grew up 
in chanting, ‘Kill the Jews’ and ‘Kill the Zionists’. These mosques and 
schools are systematically teaching children to become Jew haters, 
and it’s still going on.

“In Yemen and Gaza, you have imams who say ‘kill the Jews’ and 
‘kill the Zionists’. The UAE gives imams scripts that they have to read, 
and if an imam doesn’t read the specific script that doesn’t include 
violence, antisemitism, and hatred towards women, these imams are 
jailed now,” Ahmed said.

Even in Sweden, he said, imams who “preach antisemitism, sexism, 
and all kinds of extremism” aren’t touched “because Sweden is a 
democracy and respects human rights”. Sweden “tiptoes around these 
radical ideologies that are being imported from the Middle East to 
the West” because of its democracy and open-arm stance towards 
immigrants.

According to Ahmed, “The West has paved the way for Islamism 
to take over. In Sweden, the government seems 

helpless in the face of the huge numbers 
of people from the Middle East. 

Europe has a huge challenge ahead 
of it.” He talks of immigrants’ 

ideologies permeating Western 
society with radical Islamism, 
and Westerners lacking the 
awareness to acknowledge 
the danger of radical 
Islamism.

Weimers agreed that radical 
Islamism was permeating 

Europe. He recalled a story 
from his youth as the chairperson 

of the Young Christian Democrats. 
“The Young Christian Democrats wanted 

to commemorate Kristallnacht,” he said, “but its 
commemoration was shut down because it was flying the Israeli flag.” 
His observation of the treatment of Jews supporting Israel in Europe 
back then, and statistics from 20 years ago already showing how 
antisemitism was on the increase within immigrant groups, led him to 
his path of speaking out against radical Islamism and antisemitism in 
Europe.

Radical Islam fuelling antisemitism in Europe

Continued on page 7>>

Dr Eli David 
speaking at the 
International 
Conference 
on Combating 
Antisemitism
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ELKA COHEN

The waves of terror and violence 
in Israel have left the world in 
shock. Innocent civilians, including 

children, have endured brutal attacks, been 
taken hostage, and suffered immense loss. 
These events have deeply affected Jewish 
communities worldwide, particularly in 
Jewish schools, where educators, parents, 
and social workers are guiding children 
through fear, confusion, and grief.

Arielle Susman, a clinical social worker 
at King David Primary School Victory Park, 
understands the emotional toll of trauma 
on young minds. “Children today are 
constantly exposed to distressing images 
and information. We must help them 
process it in a way that acknowledges the 
severity without overwhelming them,” she 
says. Susman emphasises balancing honesty 
with emotional protection to ensure children 
grasp the gravity of the situation without 
being consumed by fear or desensitised to 
the suffering.

In today’s media landscape, graphic and 
sensationalised images can quickly instil fear 
and anxiety in children. Even if they don’t 
fully grasp the political or historical nuances 
of the conflict, they absorb its emotional 
weight. As they experience the shock and 
grief affecting their community, difficult 
emotions and questions arise. Susman urges 
adults to step in and provide guidance. 
“Avoiding these topics leaves space for 
misinformation, which only deepens fear 
and confusion,” she warns.

Creating a safe space for children’s 
emotions is key. “Children need to feel 
heard. Their feelings of fear, confusion, 

sadness, and helplessness are valid,” 
Susman says. Adults mustn’t shield children 
from reality, but help them to process it 
in developmentally appropriate ways. By 
providing an environment in which children 
can express their fear, anxiety, and thoughts, 
parents and educators can ease some of the 
emotional burden they carry.

Reassurance is just as important. Children 
need to know that despite the ongoing 
violence in Israel, they aren’t alone. “We 
must remind them that there are many 
people working toward peace, safety, and 
justice,” Susman says. “While it’s easy 
to fall into despair in the face of such 
immense loss, we must balance the gravity 
of the situation with hope and resilience.” 
Reminding children that there are efforts to 
make a difference helps mitigate feelings of 
powerlessness and fosters a sense of agency 
in challenging times.

Rabbi Ricky Seeff, the director of the South 
African Board of Jewish Education  (SABJE), 
acknowledges the challenges parents face 
when deciding how to protect their children 
from graphic content.

“At the start of the war, many parents 
didn’t give their children access to social 
media because of the unfiltered and highly 
disturbing images. This type of approach is 
often necessary but isn’t sustainable,” he says.

Wendy Richard, a rebbetzin and teacher 
at Torah Academy Nursery School, has 
witnessed firsthand the challenge of 
shielding children from the brutal realities 
of war. After the deadly attacks on 7 October 
2023, Richard said it was nearly impossible 
to protect children from the trauma. “They 
could feel the tension in the air. They saw the 
worry on our faces. It’s impossible to hide 

that from children.” she said.
Richard believes that giving them a sense 

of safety amid the chaos is crucial. “At Torah 
Academy, we tell our children every day that 
as their teachers, we are their safekeepers. 
We remind them that Hashem is with us, 
and that they are safe,” she says. This sense 
of reassurance, grounded in faith and 
community, gives children the emotional 
stability they need in these unprecedented 
times.

In addition to emotional support, her 
school provides children with tangible ways 
to feel connected to Israel. “We pray for a 
different soldier every day. We send videos 
of our children praying for their safety, and 
we’ve even received videos from some of 
the soldiers thanking the children for their 
prayers. It creates a personal, empowering 

connection with Israel. It gives them hope.”
Richard and Susman agree that 

though terror and violence cannot be 
underestimated, the goal is to equip 
children with the tools they need to process 
these emotions in healthy ways. In addition 
to emotional support, media literacy is a 
critical aspect of helping children – especially 
teens – navigate the overwhelming flood 
of information. Susman emphasises the 
importance of teaching them how to discern 
credible news sources versus sensationalised 
or misleading information. “Without these 
tools, they can easily fall victim to fear-based 
narratives,” she says.

Rabbi Seeff highlights the importance 
of teaching children how to moderate their 
exposure to distressing content. “Tweens 
and teens need to understand that they 

have the power to determine what they 
watch and the foresight to know if certain 
things make them scared or uncomfortable. 
This is an important skill for all social 
media consumption. Children need to feel 
empowered to disconnect and say ‘no’ to 
content that bothers them, and if they are 
still young, they need to be taught to bring it 
to their parents’ attention.”

Shoana Gordon, a psychologist 
specialising in risk and security 
management and mother to a seven-year-
old daughter, underscores the importance 
of teaching empathy in the face of suffering. 
“Our children deserve the truth – honesty 
tempered with compassion, tailored to 
their emotional maturity, not just their age.” 
Gordon believes that as parents, our role is 
to help children navigate life’s complexities 
with empathy, teaching them that anger 
should be met with the strength to care for 
all people.

Instead of debating whether children 
should be exposed to traumatic events, 
Susman and Richard believe the focus 
should be on how to approach these 
conversations in a balanced, age-appropriate 
manner. “We need to address these issues 
in a way that supports children, without 
ignoring or overwhelming them,” Susman 
says.

As Israel continues to endure the pain of 
loss amid the ongoing uncertainty of war, it’s 
more important than ever for communities 
to foster open communication, offering 
emotional support, and promoting media 
literacy. Our children need to process the 
reality of the difficult events unfolding before 
them while still preserving hope, humanity, 
and faith in the future.

Honesty versus protection: how to guide kids through war
Children need to be 

equipped with the 
tools to process the 

emotions they are 
experiencing



Palestinian struggle for liberation 
starts with confronting Hamas

nkateko muloiwa opinion

The haunting cries of “Hamas out!” echoing through 
Gaza’s rubble-strewn streets demands our moral 
attention, transcending geopolitical allegiances and 

piercing the heart of humanity’s collective conscience.
I find this moment of Palestinian defiance against Hamas 

both revolutionary and devastatingly familiar. The scenes 
of protesters dodging gunfire from their own purported 
protectors while Israeli drones hum overhead reveals a 
population trapped in a double bind – rejecting both the 
catastrophic repercussions of Hamas’s actions and the group’s 
stranglehold on their society.

This isn’t merely a conflict between occupier and occupied, 
but a struggle for the soul of Palestinian self-determination.

Hamas’s atrocities on 7 October 2023, meticulously 
documented by survivors and international investigators as 
including the burning of infants, systematic sexual violence, 
and the abduction of the elderly, represented a grotesque 
betrayal of the very people the group claims to represent.

These acts weren’t resistance but ritualised cruelty, 
deliberately designed to provoke overwhelming Israeli 
retaliation against Gaza’s civilian population. While tens 
of thousands of Gazans have perished under Israeli 
bombardment, Hamas commanders operate from a labyrinth 
of air-conditioned tunnels reportedly stocked with Iranian-
supplied provisions, their fighters commandeering schools 
and hospitals as military bases.

The group’s leadership has turned Gaza into a dystopian 
theatre of suffering, where United Nations (UN) food aid 
disappears into underground armouries and children’s 
textbooks glorify martyrdom. For 17 years, Hamas has 
ruled through fear, disappearing critics into makeshift 
prisons, diverting international aid to rocket factories, and 
indoctrinating youth in summer camps. Although we cannot 
dictate how people should 
resist their oppression, 
these activities are a 
blueprint for perpetual 
states of war and death.

The current protests, 
larger than any since 
Hamas’s 2007 coup, 
expose a population 
recognising its leadership’s 
complicity in perpetuating 
misery. When nurses at 
Al-Shifa Hospital report 
Hamas fighters stealing 
anaesthesia supplies, or 
when fathers digging 
through rubble find 
rockets stored in elementary 
schools, it becomes impossible to ignore the dual nature of 
their oppression.

The response to internal dissent has revealed Hamas’s 
moral bankruptcy. Peaceful demonstrators in Jabalia refugee 
camp faced live fire last month, with 22-year-old engineering 
student Oday Nasser Al Rabay executed for holding a sign 
reading, “No to starvation policies.” His mutilated body, 
paraded through streets as a warning, symbolises the group’s 
descent into warlordism.

Meanwhile, Hamas’s military wing openly boasts about 
using civilian infrastructure for combat operations – a strategy 
that transforms apartment blocks into targets and turns 
hospitals into staging grounds. This macabre asymmetry 
of sacrifice – leaders dining on smuggled delicacies in 
subterranean redoubts while civilians subsist on animal feed 
– exposes the hollowness of their “resistance” narrative. Their 
propaganda machine reached its nadir when social media 
channels celebrated the destruction of a UN food warehouse, 
struck by Israeli shells after militants fired rockets from its 
roof, as a “symbol of steadfastness”. Such tactics sacrifice not 
just buildings, but the very idea of Gaza as a society worthy of 
protection.

To critique Hamas’s governance isn’t to absolve Israel of 
responsibility for military actions that have killed countless 
civilians. The bombing of designated safe zones and 
restrictions on aid convoys demand rigorous international 
scrutiny. However, conflating all Palestinian interests with 
Hamas’s agenda does profound disservice to Gaza’s doctors 
risking their lives to document war crimes, teachers shielding 
students from militant recruitment, and mothers organising 
underground schools in bomb shelters. True solidarity 
requires rejecting the fatalism that reduces Palestinians to 
perpetual victims. When protesters chant, “No to occupation, 
no to Hamas,” they articulate a vision of self-determination 
that transcends the narrow agendas imposed upon them. 

Their courage mirrors that of dissidents 
worldwide who resist external aggression 
and internal repression.

At its core, Gaza’s uprising represents a revolutionary 
claim to normalcy. The teenager scrawling, “We deserve 
parks, not tunnels” on a bullet-pocked wall channels a 
universal aspiration: to study, work, and raise families free 
from both the trauma of bombardment and the suffocation 
of authoritarian rule. This demand terrifies extremists on all 
sides for it undermines Hamas’s narrative of eternal war and 
challenges those who view Palestinians solely through the 
lens of victimhood. The international community’s failure 
to recognise this complexity has perpetuated the cycle of 
violence. Arab states’ silence on Hamas’s corruption, the 
West’s reflexive polarisation, and Iran’s arming of proxy forces 
all treat Gaza as a geopolitical chessboard rather than a living, 
breathing society.

Solutions must begin by amplifying Gaza’s grassroots 
voices. Neutral humanitarian corridors could empower civil 
society groups to document abuses by all factions without 
fear of reprisal. Conditional aid agreements might pressure 
Hamas to demilitarise schools and hospitals, while global 
scholarship programmes could help Gaza’s youth break 
the isolation that fuels radicalisation. These steps require 
confronting uncomfortable truths: that some self-proclaimed 
“resistance” movements exploit the very people they claim to 
liberate, and that liberation cannot be achieved through tactics 
guaranteeing generational trauma. The teachers converting 
bombed-out mosques into classrooms, the engineers jury-
rigging solar panels amid ruins, and the mothers replanting 
olive trees in craters left by missiles embody a different kind 
of resistance, one rooted in the radical insistence on life’s 
sanctity.

When a father in Deir al-Balah whispers, “We aren’t 
cannon fodder,” his words carry the weight of generations. 
Palestinians’ right to self-defence cannot become a license 
for armed groups to invite collective punishment, just as 
their right to sovereignty cannot be held hostage by leaders 
who conflate governance with gangsterism. The path forward 
lies in trusting Gaza’s civilians to articulate their own needs, 
whether protesting Hamas’s rocket stockpiles or demanding 
an end to blockade policies. Their resilience deserves more 
than pity; it demands humility in recognising that dignity 
cannot be imposed through barrel bombs or suicide vests, but 
grows from the unyielding belief that every life carries equal 
worth.

As the world debates ceasefires and statehood, we must 
listen to the quiet defiance in Gaza’s tent cities. The mother 
stitching protest banners from torn aid sacks; the medic 
cataloguing casualties with a cellphone taped to an IV pole; 
the child asking why no-one hears their screams, these are 
the voices that chart a third way beyond the false choice 
between perpetual war and silent submission. Their struggle 
reminds us that true liberation begins not with the rhetoric 
of martyrs, but with the basic conviction that a people’s worth 
is measured not by their capacity to endure suffering, but by 
their right to imagine a future. In this, Gaza’s civilians offer 
a lesson to the world: the most profound act of resistance is 
to choose life when death surrounds you, to plant seeds in 
scorched earth, and to believe, against all evidence, in dawn.

• �Nkateko Muloiwa is a political researcher with an interest 
in international and local affairs. He provides political 
commentary on issues ranging from the Middle East to rural 
South Africa. He recently completed his Masters in Political 
Studies and is pursuing an MSc in Science Communication 
at the University of the Witwatersrand. He also has interests 
in the geopolitical significance of Israel in the Middle East.
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Survivor stories must be told
The source of  qual i ty  content ,  news and ins ights

Do you believe you have heard enough or too 
many hostage stories? I’ve heard people say 
that it’s enough with the hostages in the  

SA Jewish Report. Some people have claimed that 
stories from 7 October 2023 have also had their day. 
Time to move on…

I think not, and I don’t apologise for it. While I 
realise that this week we have quite a number of Israeli 
guests in South Africa who have agreed to tell us their 
experience of being held hostage in Gaza and surviving 
the 7 October massacre, it’s never too much.

I had the incredible opportunity to be at Sandton 
Shul on Monday night, to hear the testimonies of 
22-year-old Almog Meir Jan; Eliya Cohen, who was 
recently released from Gaza; and his fiancée, Ziv Abud 
(see page 10). Since 7 October, I have heard and read so many testimonies. And when I 
heard these three young people telling their stories, I was as astonished, heartbroken, and 
inspired by them.

They shared the most painful experiences of their lives with us – more painful than most 
people ever experience. It must have taken so much courage and strength. As I understand 
it, Cohen wasn’t planning to talk but felt encouraged to do so by the support and strength 
of our community.

Every time we hear a testimony, we bear witness to what happened. This is their history, 
and it’s ours. In the same way that so many in the world deny the horror of what happened 
on 7 October and the despicable treatment of Israeli hostages, we need to bear witness to 
what happened.

These are our people. These are their stories. These are their lives, and the horror of 
what happened to them is our horror. Truth is, it could have happened to us. It could have 
happened to people we love. This will become our history, but it’s now present tense.

In the same vein, there are people who aren’t interested in Holocaust stories. Again, this 
is our history and these are our stories, even if they didn’t impact on us personally.

Growing up, I remember finding it difficult to relate to the Holocaust. Six million of our 
people perishing was impossible to absorb and understand completely. It all seemed so 
removed from our cushy lives in South Africa.

However, it has since become clear that it could have happened to us. And when I went 
to Lithuania a few years ago and found the mass graves in which my own cousins had been 
thrown after being shot, there was no escaping how close this genocide was to us.

We said then: “Never again!” But on 7 October, Hamas did its best to destroy any and 
every Jew its terrorists could get their hands on. And it didn’t end there, because they took 
240 hostages, 59 of whom are still being held.

Hamas’s treatment of them was and still is appalling – they are starved, tortured, abused, 
and who knows what else.

It’s essential to hear from those who are back home because we cannot lose sight of 
the fact that we have to get the remaining hostages home. The war isn’t over until all the 
hostages are home.

I do understand that there’s a lot more news, views, and features that need to be told to 
our community, and we won’t ignore them. We make every effort to bring you everything 
relevant that might interest you. So, we won’t tell these stories in isolation, but we’ll 
continue to bring you these stories.

Now when we say, “Never again!”, it’s no longer something that can be seen as an empty 
promise or something easy to fulfil. It is something we have to consciously guard against 
always.

When I was growing up, antisemitism never seemed to be something that could harm us. 
It’s different today.

I bumped into someone I worked with many years ago, and she asked me what I was 
doing. When I told her I edited the SA Jewish Report, she visibly jumped back from me 
and said, “That’s terrible!” I must have appeared shocked, and she just looked at me and 
muttered that she had forgotten I was Jewish before rushing off in the other direction.

I keep trying to find an explanation other than antisemitism for her behaviour. While I 
cannot fathom why people feel this about us, it’s there. Because of that, we need to be sure 
that the Holocaust or the 7 October massacre never happens again. Never!

The only way to do this is to know exactly what happened, to whom, and to keep hearing 
and reading about the events so that we cannot erase it from our minds.

Part of hearing these Israelis’ stories is recognising the bravery, the resilience, and the 
deep-seated strength of our people. We keep hearing the horrors of what they experienced, 
but we’re also hearing about their and others’ heroism.

Abud spoke about the 22-year-old off-duty staff sergeant, Aner Shapira, who tossed 
seven hand grenades thrown into the shelter by Hamas terrorists back out of the shelter 
before they could explode. He didn’t survive, but he saved many people in the process with 
his heroism.

We hear stories about people who didn’t live in the south of Israel, but on 7 October, they 
left their homes and went down south to help fight terrorists. These were heroes. There are 
so many such stories because we are a nation of survivors.

Shabbat Shalom! 
Peta Krost 
Editor

This week, we are offering you a value-add to our publication. We are launching 
our A4 PDF edition of the SA Jewish Report. As we encourage people to go online, 
although we are not about to stop printing at this point, some prefer to read the 
hard copy newspaper. So, we’re offering an alternative. You can print out our A4 
edition of the newspaper on your home printer. So, you can still have a Shabbos 
read without having to seek out a printed edition of the newspaper. Please let us 
know your thoughts! 
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resilient community. Learn more about our interest-free 
loans during these challenging times. T’s & C’s apply.

Full confidentiality and privacy guaranteed.
011 485 5441 • rambam@mweb.co.za 
rambam.co.za 

Life is more than a balancing act.
Empowering the Jewish community with interest-free loans, 

helping to build lives on a solid foundation.

CREDIT CARD DEBT • DEBT RELIEF • CARS • MEDICAL • HOUSE • SCHOOL FEES • LIVING EXPENSES • SIMCHAS

Radical Islam fuelling antisemitism in Europe
>>Continued from page 4

“Maybe the treatment of Jews in today’s 
Europe is the reason why people like me are 
no longer in those parties that allowed this 
to happen,” said Weimers. “Maybe that’s 
why we’re here as representatives of Sweden 
Democrats. It was the mandate from Sweden 
Democrats that made it possible for me to fight 
European Union (EU) funding of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the European Parliament.”

Gál said that 7 October should have been 
“the place and time for grievance” but instead, 
it “started a fight in Israel and a fight for us 
in Europe. In the European Parliament, we 
continue to fight against radical Islam.”

Gál said there had been no time for 
mourning. Instead, Jews and Zionists around 
the world immediately had to start fighting the 
radical Islam narrative infiltrating politics and 
media.

“As the vice president of the Hungarian 
ruling Fidesz party, we decided in 2015 not 
to fall into the trap of the Western World,” 
said Gál. “We won’t allow illegal migrants, nor 
will we allow radical Islam through Hungary’s 
borders. We received no encouragement from 
other EU countries for protecting the borders 
of Hungary and external borders of Europe. 
The goal of preventing radical situations from 
happening in France, Sweden, Belgium, and all 
over Europe was rather received with hostility 
in front of the European Court.”

Hungary is paying fines as it refuses to 
change its policy of not allowing illegal 
migrants through its borders even after being 
taken to court, Gál said. “We can say that 
the Jewish community has a safe haven in 
Hungary.”

Habib shared his concerns for France as 
radical Islamism continues to grow in the 
country. “The new slogan in France is, ‘From 
the river to the sea.’ Every week, hundreds of 
French people demonstrate with that slogan. 
There have been zero demonstrations for the 
Jews in France. I’m ashamed of my country. 
That’s my country, but I’m a Jew,” Habib said.

David spoke of combating radical Islamism 
by finding the sources of antisemitic 
propaganda on social media as “those actors 
aren’t just propagating misinformation; they 
are funding it to erode the basis of our Western 
civilisation”.

Gál’s suggestion for combating radical Islam 
was to “call for the EU to show what non-profit 
organisations and projects are being funded 
because we will find skeletons in our closet.” 
She said textbooks being distributed to Gaza 
shouldn’t be financed by the EU. Weimers said 
it was essential that “members of the European 
Parliament stopped funding the Islamic 
University of Gaza with taxpayers’ money 
to ensure that the EU isn’t partaking in the 
spreading of radical Islamism.”

LEE TANKLE

For the 505 days that Eliya Cohen was in Hamas 
captivity in Gaza, he believed that his fiancée, Ziv 
Abud, had been murdered at the Nova festival 

when they were last together.
He discovered that she was alive on his release, and 

the joy and love these two share was on full display as 
they spoke to the South African Jewish community at 
Sandton Shul on Monday, 31 March.

Cohen and Abud, as well as rescued hostage Almog 
Meir Jan, were brought to South Africa by Jewish 
National Fund South Africa and The Base Shul to share 
their stories of surviving the terror of Hamas and get 
some relaxing time out.

The couple decided to go to the Nova festival two 
hours before the massacre started, bringing with them 
Abud’s nephew, Amit Ben Avida, and his girlfriend, Karin 
Shwarcman. After the music stopped at 06:30 and the 
rockets started flying above them, they rushed to get to 
their car to get out of danger.

They made a snap decision to seek shelter, believing 
it would be safer. They found a small, one square metre 
shelter near the festival site. “The shelter is designed to 
only hold 10 people, but 29 people were squeezed into 
the small space,” Abud said.

“The last guy in the shelter was a commander, and 
he told us that all his friends were fighting terrorists in 
Israel,” she said, “This was the first time we understood 
that terrorists were in Israel, and we were part of a terror 
attack.”

About 40 terrorists with weapons, guns, and rocket-

propelled grenades arrived at the shelter in two vans 
with the clear purpose of killing everyone inside, Abud 
said.

“This is the moment that I looked at Eliya, we said 
we loved each other, and he jumped on me, and I was 
hiding behind him and hugging him,” she said.

The terrorists threw nine grenades in and around the 
shelter. After the ninth grenade, Abud felt Cohen’s hand 
slip out of hers. Abud lost consciousness, and heard 
Cohen screaming and found that he had been shot in 

the leg.
“They got inside and started shooting. They shot 35 

bullets inside a small shelter with 29 people. And then I 
don’t remember anything. I woke up and I was in a pile 
of body parts. The first people I saw were the bodies of 
Amit and Karin.”

Abud recalled having a panic attack when she realised 
that her nephew and his girlfriend had been murdered 
and she couldn’t see her fiancé. She said one of the 
survivors in the shelter took her hand and told her to be 
quiet, as there were still terrorists around them. She kept 
looking for a sign of what had happened to Cohen, but 
found nothing.

Later that night, she saw a screenshot of a picture of 
Cohen covered in blood from a Telegram channel, and 
realised that he had been kidnapped.

“I knew I had to fight for him. I didn’t even think about 
what had happened to me or Amit. I just fought for Eliya 
for 505 days until the moment that he was released,” 
she said.

After seeing the release of Ohad Ben Ami, Eli Sharabi, 
and Or Levy, just two weeks before Cohen was released, 

and how thin they were, her fear ramped up. “I was 
afraid of what I was going to get back,” she said.

Cohen told how on 7 October 2023 after being 
dragged into Gaza, he managed to escape the bloodlust 
of terrorists and civilians in and outside a Gazan 
hospital, where everyone was trying to kill him. He 
was then taken to a civilian home with children, where 
he spent 42 days in captivity with no water, no food, 
and a lack of hygiene.

He was then moved to a terror tunnel and placed 
alongside Hersh Goldberg-Polin, Almog Sarusi, and 
Master Sergeant Ori Danino, and all of them were 
chained. “They tied us to each other. They didn’t let us 
go to the shower or pee or something like that. After 39 
days, we went to the toilet, because the day before, some 
terrorists gave us food from the bin, from the trash, and 
we all got sick.”

The tunnel was under a mosque and a school, and the 
terrorists warned them every time the Israeli forces got 
close to their location that they would kill them.

Cohen was held in a tunnel with Alon Ohel, Eli 
Sharabi, and Or Levy over the next 14 months. Ohel 
is still being held hostage. There, he said they were 
tortured and abused, given almost no food or water, and 
even had their clothes taken away from them.

Cohen said that right before he was released, he was 
put in a tunnel filled with bugs and mice. It was only 
after 505 days on his release that he was told that his 
fiancée had survived the Nova massacre. When he heard 
that, it was “the best day in my whole life”, he told the 
South African audience.

Twenty-two-year-old Almog Meir Jan was kidnapped 
from the Nova festival and kept in Hamas captivity for 
246 days before being rescued by the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) in Operation Arnon on 8 June 2024.

Meir Jan went to the Nova festival to celebrate 
finishing his army service, and was about to start a new 
job when he was kidnapped on 7 October. He said that 
when he was first taken to Gaza, his extremities were 
chained and his eyes covered, and he was given no food 

or water. Over 80 days, he was moved to seven different 
apartments.

“I told myself that every passing day was a day until I 
could leave Gaza and go home,” he said. “I remember a 
lot of nights that I couldn’t sleep because of the sound 
of the rockets and shooting outside. A lot of times, the 
terrorists inside the house were already organised 
because they told us that the Israeli army was 200m 
from us and they needed to go to battle.”

The terrorists would force them to watch the news and 
see how many Israeli soldiers were being killed, he said, 
and tell them that Israel was a weak country.

On the day of his rescue, he went about it just like any 
other day, Meir Jan said, but by 10:00, he heard rockets 
and shooting that seemed nearby. “Two minutes later, it 
felt like the building was shaking.”

The seconds in which IDF soldiers entered the 
building and rescued him were the first time that he felt 
that he was safe, he said.

Couple declares love amidst the grenades
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Almog Meir Jan

Ziv Abud and Eliya Cohen



GEFFEN 48HR 
MEMORIAL 
GLASS CANDLE

22229999 STEINZ HONEY 
375G

62629999

1 Long Avenue, Glenhazel | 011 440 9517 | www.kosherworld.co.za | CONCIERGE SHOPPING SERVICE: orders@kosherworld.co.za
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MANY
MORE

SPECIALS

IN-STORE

KOSHER AT 
EVERYDAY 
PRICES

FRESH BLOOMS, 
CONVENIENTLY 
READY FOR YOU.

IN A HURRY?

Pesach Kasher V’Sameach

Offers valid till 9 APRIL 2025 
or while stocks last

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

SELECTED 
IMPERFECTION 
WINES
750ML EACH

84849999

1L Pesach Parev Soup
Butternut & Vegetable 1051059999

Each

Yummy!Yummy!

087-803-4000 082-711-4342
HOMETOWNPHARMACY@PROPHARM.CO.ZA

Boost your Mental Alertness for Studying

BEROCCA BOOST 
EFFERVESCENT TAB 10

1041049999

SYDNEY BACK 
WINES ASSTD
750ML EACH

1571579999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

DEALS 
GALORE, 
VISIT US 
TODAY!

889999 BIG SAVING

TENDERCHICK GRADE A 
WHOLE P/100G

I&J HAKE MEDALLIONS 
450G

1021029999

GOLD SEAL PREMIUM FRIES 
10MM 1KG

39399999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

WHILE STOCKS 
LASTS

CAPE POINT HAKE FILLETS   
800G

1171179999

BLUE BEAR COLD SMOKED 
TROUT SLICES

200G

1681689999
DELAVI HERRING ASSTD

500G EACH

64649999

AV

AILABLE AT

G
AUTENG ONLY

SOGA 
ORGANIC 
JUICE 
ORANGE 
1L

53539999

ORGANIC

SOGA 
ORGANIC 
JUICE 
LEMON 
250ML

24249999

ORGANIC

THINK PESACH, THINK BLUE BEAR. ALL FOR R399R3999999

CHEVINGTON CHEESE ASSTD 
200G EACH

89899999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

LANCEWOOD 
COTTAGE CHEESE 
SELECTED
250G EACH

47479999

AFRICAN 
GOLD OLIVE 
OIL EXTRA 

VIRGIN  
500ML

1681689999

GEFEN CRISPY-O`S 
CHOCOLATE & PLAIN

187G EACH

99999999

BNEI DAROM 
OLIVES GREEN 

PITTED 
560G

77779999

OSEM 
PUDDING ASSTD

 80G EACH

44449999

SIMPLY DELISH 
ZERO JELLY ASSTD 

7.5G EACH

19199999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

SUKI SWEETENER 
SACHETS NATURAL 

5`S 3G

57579999

SUNSHINE D 60% FAT
500G

27279999

CHOC TREE 
VINEGAR 

WHITE 
750ML

21219999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

1681689999
MONTAGU 
CASHEWS 
RAW 
450G

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

49499999
MONTAGU MANGO STRIPS 

200G

62629999
MONTAGU MIXED 

DRIED FRUIT 
200G

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

BLUE BEAR 
KIDDUSH & 
HAVDALAH 
WINE 
750ML

BLUE BEAR 
GRAPE 
JUICE 
NATURAL 
RED 750ML

BLUE BEAR 
POTATO 
STARCH 
500G

BLUE BEAR COLD 
SMOKED TROUT 

SLICES 100G

BLUE BEAR 
MATZO 
MEAL 
450G

BLUE BEAR MATZO SQUARES 310G CHOC TREE CRISPS ASSTD
120G EACH

29299999

OSEM CAKES ASSTD 
250G EACH

1141149999 SALGADO`S 
CANDY FLOSS 

ASSTD
 35G EACH

26269999

AV

AILABLE AT

JHB & CT ONLY

JERUSALEM 
SHMURA MATZO 

454G

1761769999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

JERUSALEM HANDMADE 
SHMURA MATZO

454G

5145149999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

JERUSALEM MATZO CRACKERS  
300G

71719999
JERUSALEM SHMURA 

MATZO MEAL 
454G

1631639999

BERKIES TEIGLACH ROUNDS
350G

1441449999
BERKIES KICHEL 

200G

89899999

AV

AILABLE AT

G
AUTENG ONLY

AV

AILABLE AT

JHB & PLETT

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

AV

AILABLE AT

JH

B & CT ONLYGEFFEN TEALIGHT CANDLE 
50`S

67679999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

OK APC 
LAVENDER 
& REGULAR 
750ML 
EACH

19199999

OK 
DISHWASH 

LIQUID 
LEMON 
750ML

21219999

TI FLAIR LUNCHEON 
DESIGNER 3 PLY 20`S EACH

49499999 ORAL B 
T/BRUSH 
CLASSIC 
123 MED 
1`S

27279999

COLGATE 
T/PASTE 

REGULAR  
2`S

47479999

OSEM BISSLI ASSTD
 70G

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

2 FOR

R85R85

CAPE JEWEL 
ASSTD
750ML EACH

89899999

AV

AILABLE AT

ALL STORES

SUNFOIL 
SUNFLOWER 
KFP OIL 
750ML 

36369999

OH MIO GELATO KFP EACH

1361369999




















