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TALI FEINBERG

When Pick n Pay took down its props 
indicating where the kosher-for-Pesach 
section was in the Norwood Mall before the 

festival, the Jewish community was shocked and angry, 
questioning how this could happen at a store with one of 
the biggest and most loyal kosher customer bases.

The apparent knee-jerk reaction of the store in taking 
down the Pesach décor was in response to an outcry that 
started with a vitriolic post by a has-been celebrity with 
rabid antisemitic views.

Writing on 8 April, South African actor, writer, and 
radio and television personality, Eric Miyeni, who was 
well known in the 1980s, posted on social media that 
he would never shop at Pick n Pay again because of its 
Pesach display featuring Magen Davids and blue and 
white ribbons. Miyeni told the SA Jewish Report that he 
felt “vindicated” when the decorations were taken down.

The post went viral, and hundreds of people were 
happy to share it and express agreement. These weren’t 
trolls from the darkest corners of the internet, but leading 
professionals and regular South Africans who stated 
that they, too, were offended by blue and white ribbons 
and Magen Davids. Many decided that these weren’t 
“symbols of Judaism” and therefore had no place in 
South Africa. “Pesach symbols don’t include the colours 
blue and white put together with the Star of David,” 
Miyeni said. He thinks it’s “disgusting” that there are 
Zionist South Africans, who he says are “undermining” 
South Africa’s support of Palestinians.

It was after a visit to the store on 11 April by the South 
African Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) coalition to 
protest against Israel that the props were removed.

South African Zionist Federation spokesperson Rolene 
Marks said it was problematic that Pick n Pay initially 
caved to “bullying tactics from the antisemitic BDS 
movement”.

“Attempts to erase Jewish presence from public spaces 
must be firmly opposed,” Marks said. “Jewish South 
Africans have a fundamental right to identify publicly 
as Jews and to celebrate their religious traditions. We 

mustn’t allow those rights to be threatened by groups 
that seek to silence and exclude.”

In a statement to the SA Jewish Report, Pick n Pay said, 
“Pick n Pay stores have always aimed to be welcoming 
spaces and we celebrate all significant holidays observed 
by our diverse customer base.

“Our Norwood Hyper independently put up 
ribbons in the spirit of celebrating Judaism. These 
were, unfortunately, open to misinterpretation and 
were removed. All approved Pesach signage and the 
Star of David – a symbol recognised for millennia as 
representative of Judaism – remained. At no point was 
offence intended. Inclusivity is at the heart of Pick n Pay.”

However, for a short time, both the ribbons and 
hanging Magen Davids were taken down. The South 
African Jewish Board of Deputies (SAJBD) said on  
11 April that it was “engaging with Pick n Pay at the 

highest level. We conveyed our 
profound sense of outrage, and how we 
found it completely unacceptable that the 
universally-recognised symbol of our Jewish faith should 
be banned from public spaces.”

On 16 April, the Magen Davids were put back up, and 
the SAJBD said Pick n Pay “expressed its deep regret that 
they were removed – there was never an intention to 
cause hurt, and they have unreservedly apologised to the 
Jewish community”.

City of Johannesburg councillor Daniel Schay said 
the call for kosher l’Pesach products to be removed from 
the shelves, was “an attempt to intimidate a minority 
community, a protest against Jews being visible, 
observant, and connected to their heritage”.

Only Israel has the infrastructure, expertise, and 
religious oversight to produce kosher-for-Pesach goods 

at scale, Schay said. Therefore, targeting 
Passover food “wasn’t a principled stand, it 
was an attack on religious life”.

However, Miyeni’s post was just one 
instance of the anti-Jewish hate he spews 
daily on social media. On 18 April, he 
wrote that “The Star of David has become 
a swastika,” repeating the notion he had 
expressed 10 days earlier.

Miyeni doesn’t just criticise Israel. 
He engages in depraved antisemitic 
stereotypes and ideas on a daily basis, 
showing how South Africans who see 
themselves as upstanding citizens have no 
shame in expressing such tropes.

On Facebook, where he has a thousand 
“friends”, he engaged in Holocaust denial 
on 20 March, referring to a TikTok video 

featuring Holocaust denier David Irving. 
“If the premise that they actually did 

murder a million people there is 
correct, what did they use because it 
clearly isn’t cyanide gas?” he asked. 
“Is there any truth to anything a 

Zionist spews out of his assh*lish 
mouth?”
Miyeni gets all his information from 

TikTok videos, which he shares in endless posts 
targeting Jews. Sharing a conspiracy theory video about 
the Rothschild family, he wrote that Jews are “greedy”, 
“barbaric”, “psychopathic”, and “bloodthirsty” and that 
they are “running the Western world”. On 23 March, he 
wrote, “Israeli Jews are sick!” and on 26 March, “The 
world does not need people like this. They need to be 
stopped dead!”

Miyeni said Jews shouldn’t be surprised if hate was 
directed at them, because to stand with Israel “makes 
you lower than dirt. It makes you sickening in your 
inhumanity. It makes you seem like Hitler.

“I believe the way Zionists are behaving is reminiscent 
of what Nazis did to Jews and what was done to black 

Pick n Pay shelves Pesach props after antisemitic rant

The kosher-for-Pesach section at Pick n Pay Hyper Norwood 
once the Pesach props were restored

Continued on page 3 >>
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Important note: Next Thursday, 1 May, is a public holiday so newspapers in Johannesburg will be delivered to outlets only from 
Friday, 2 May. You can, however, download your newspaper from sajr.co.za from Wednesday evening, 30 April, and subscribe to the 
bi-weekly newsletter on the website.

Trump says he and Netanyahu are ‘on the 
same side of every issue’ following talks 
on Iran, tariffs
United States President Donald Trump posted 
on Truth Social that he and Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had spoken on 
the phone 

and were on 
“the same side” of issues 
including trade and Iran.

He didn’t provide 
additional information 
about the call, which 
according to Axios also 
covered negotiations over 
another potential ceasefire 
in Gaza.

The call comes weeks 
after the two men 
appeared to diverge on 

trade and Iran. Last month, Trump imposed a 17% tariff on Israeli 
goods, a move that spurred Netanyahu to visit the White House in 
a bid for a reprieve.

At that meeting, Trump didn’t commit to removing the tariffs, 
and took the opportunity to announce that the US had started 
nuclear deal talks with Iran, something Netanyahu has long been 

wary of.
At the meeting, Trump also 

said “Iran’s going to be in 
great danger” if the talks fail, 
though prior to beginning 
negotiations, he reportedly 
rejected an Israeli plan to strike 
Iran’s nuclear facilities.

Netanyahu’s office hasn’t 
sent its own readout of the 
call, though Netanyahu shared 
Trump’s post and posted on X, 
“Thank you, President Trump!” 
• All briefs supplied by JTA

The Torah classifies animals 
according to their chief form of 
locomotion and habitation, be it 

walking, swimming, flying, or creeping. 
These divisions appear in this week’s 
parsha in the section dealing with the 
permitted and prohibited animals. There 
are land-based animals, aquatic species, 
flying creatures, and creeping animals. Each 
of these groups has its own identifying 
features attesting to its permissibility for 
consumption by Jews.

There’s another area of Jewish law where 
it’s important to know the correct habitat 
and movement of an animal, and this is 
in the realm of ritual purity and impurity. 
When one makes a utensil from the hide 
or bones of an animal, the finished product 
is susceptible to receiving impurity from 
different forms of tumah, such as a dead 
body. However, if the hide is sourced 
from an aquatic creature, it cannot receive 
impurity, in keeping with the Mishna’s 
ruling that, “whatever is [manufactured 
from the hide of a creature] in the sea 

remains pure”.
There is, however, an exception 

to this rule. Rabbi Akiva rules that a 
utensil or garment made from the hide of 
a seal, is susceptible to receiving impurity 
“for it flees to dry land [when pursued]”. 
The seal is an animal that is at home in two 
habitats, water and land. This, of course, 
leads to the difficulty of determining in 
which category to place it for the purposes 
of impurity. Rabbi Akiva rules that because 
the seal will flee from predators by moving 
to the shore, dry land is its primary habitat.

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter applied this 
rule to people: how do we know what 
group someone belongs to? The answer 
is to watch where they run when pursued. 
Where will he or she seek shelter when 
threatened? It may very well be a place 
that the person has ignored most of their 
life.

There are many Jews who have little 
affiliation with the Jewish community. In 
good times, they aren’t to be found in a 
shul or communal centre. But when they 

are victims of a crime 
or they suffer a loss, 
they run straight into 
the arms of the community. It’s there that 
they will find comfort and receive support. 
I recall some years ago a young man came 
to shul and requested an aliya in order to 
recite the thanksgiving (gomel) blessing. 
This man wasn’t a shul-goer but he had 
just survived an aborted act of crime and 
he felt the need to come to shul. He was 
as white as a ghost and was shaking like 
a leaf when he came onto the bimah. He 
revealed his true nature by coming into 
the bosom of the community when under 
attack.

We tend to define ourselves in reference 
to the groups we affiliate with and the 
people we socialise with, but we should 
consider the uncomfortable question of 
where we will flee when under attack, for 
that’s our real home.

Torah ThoughtWhere do we flee to?
Rabbi Matthew Liebenberg 

Claremont Wynberg Shul  
and Cape Town Beth Din
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Hearing Aid Batteries Reducedto R40

As the last generation of 
Holocaust survivors ages, 
advocates call for their 
testimonies to be heard
Almost all of the Holocaust survivors 
alive today will be dead in 15 years, 
a new projection by a leading 
organisation advocating for their 
compensation has found.

Though the timeline is something 
of an actuarial inevitability – the 
Holocaust ended 80 years ago, 
meaning that all survivors are 
octogenarians at least already – the 
projection marks the first time that 
the Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany, or Claims 
Conference, has attempted to plot out a 
trajectory for their disappearance.

The median age of survivors 
today is 87, and nearly half will die 
by 2031, according to the analysis, 
which is timed to Yom Hashoah, 
Holocaust memorial day. By 2040, 
90% are expected to die, leaving a total 
remaining population estimated at 
about 21 300.

But the decline in survivor 
population isn’t equal across the 90 
countries where they currently reside, 
the report found. In Israel, which 
is home to the largest number of 
Holocaust survivors, the population is 
expected to fall 43% by 2030, whereas 
only 39% of survivors in the United 
States are projected to die by then.

In the former Soviet Union, on 
the other hand, a 54% decline 
in the number of living 
survivors is projected over 
the next five years. By 2030, 
the analysis found, just 11 800 
survivors will remain there.

The analysis comes a year after 
the Claims Conference’s first-ever 
exhaustive tally, which found 
that about 240 000 people who 
experienced the Holocaust were 
still alive. The organisation says the 
findings underscore how important it is 
to find new ways to hear and document 
survivors’ stories, which it has made 
a centrepiece of its work since 
successfully negotiating compensation 
from countries whose Jews were 
persecuted during the Holocaust.

Currently, more than 1 400 
Holocaust survivors are estimated 
to be over the age of 100, according 
to the report. Since last year’s tally, 
the world’s oldest survivor has been 
replaced. Rose Girone died at 113 in 
February; now, Malka Schmulovitz, a 
109-year-old Holocaust survivor from 
Lithuania living in Florida, is one of the 
oldest living survivors advocating for 
awareness of her generation’s stories.

“To be one of the oldest survivors 
alive right now at my age tells me we 
are running out of time,” Schmulovitz 
said in a Claims Conference press 
release.
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with US President Donald 
Trump at the White House
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