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Cape Board exposes Torr-id antisemitism

TALI FEINBERG

“The organisation is currently pursuing

he Cape South African Jewish
I Board of Deputies (Cape SAJBD)
awaits a conclusive finding against
local aspiring comedian Thomas Torr for

depraved videos and utterances in its
first antisemitism hate speech case at the

Equality Court.
The hate speech case

is a significant milestone

for South African Jewry
as it’s the first case

of its kind since the
October 2023 massacre

in Israel. The Cape Board

appeared at the Western
Cape High Court in the
Mother City on 23 April.

Eduard Fagan SC, who
appeared for the Cape
SAJBD together with
Eshed Cohen, told the
court that the case was
unique in South Africa
and globally for the
extensive level of hate,
depravity, and violence
that Torr expresses.
Judge Andre Le Grange
heard the case, and
said he was “shocked”
at Torr’s antisemitic
videos.

“The Cape SAJBD
remains steadfast in its
mission to protect the
Jewish community and
confront antisemitism
in all its forms,” said
Cape SAJBD Executive
Director Daniel Bloch.

heard in coming months.”

Although Torr didn’t appear, either in
person or through a legal representative,
Fagan asked Judge Le Grange nevertheless
to give a judgment because of the role it
could play in stopping antisemitic hate
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Former vice-chancellor of the University of Cape Town, Max Price,
was among numerous authors speaking at the Jewish Literary
Festival on 28 April See page 8

three additional hate speech cases, set to be

speech, rather than simply
making an order.

Le Grange agreed, reserved
judgment, and said a written
judgment would follow
within the next few weeks.

A judgment in which the
court explains why Torr’s
statements are contrary to
South African law would
have a crucial impact

on combatting current

and future instances of
antisemitism in South Africa.

It is the Cape SAJBD’s contention that
a series of 22 videos posted online by Torr
contain “extreme” antisemitic language and
images and accordingly, constitute hate
speech. The court heard expert testimony
from Professor Milton Shain, who
explained why Torr’s comments contained
classic antisemitic ideas.

“It’s always remarkable to see the
tenacity of anti-Jewish stereotypes and
tropes,” Shain told the SA Jewish Report.
“Torr is obsessed with Jewish ‘bloodlust’
and other fantasies that we see in late
medieval European antisemitism. Despite
secularisation and the removal of the old
medieval props, somehow or other, the old
myths persist. Hopefully, judgment in a
high court on Torr’s anti-Jewish fantasies
will serve as a lesson to others so inclined.”

Fagan also noted that Torr had shown no
remorse, instead showing disdain for the
legal process.

For example, when the presiding judge’s
registrar emailed the parties advising them
of a proposed date and time for a directions
hearing, Torr’s response was, “I will kill you
if I ever meet you.” He also told a member
of the Cape SAJBD’s legal team that, “You

Cape SA Jewish Board of Deputies leadership with its legal team
and witness before the hearing

definitely do not deserve to live, and I will
enjoy watching your light be extinguished
behind your dead eyes.”

Fagan told the court that Torr’s
antisemitism generally fell into four
categories. The first, blood libel, appears
in “Torr’s fevered mythology [where] Jews
are cannibals; they murder and eat children;
and they eat babies and drink their blood,”
he said.

The next category is sexual violence
against women and children. According
to Torr, Jews are “paedophiles; they rape
children, including babies; and they are,
generally, rapists,” Fagan said.

Then, Jews are depicted as inherently and
irredeemably violent. “Judaism,” says Torr,
“is based on violence and brutality. It is a
savage, barbaric stone-age cult.”

“To Torr, Jews intend to kill men,
women, children, and animals and Jews are
completely psychopathic,” Fagan said.

A fourth category is general
de-humanisation. “Jews, we are advised
by Torr, lack creativity, have no brains, no
souls, no thoughts, are retarded, are
sub-human, are animals with a disgusting,

Continued on page 3 >>
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Mark Carney elected Canadian
prime minister after unusual race
that split Jewish voters

Canada voted to keep Prime Minister
Mark Carney in his seat on 28 April after
astunning election in which many voters
swung to the Liberal Party amid fears
about United States President Donald
Trump's tariffs and looming threats to
make the country the "51st state”.

Carney defeated
Pierre Poilievre,
the leader of the
Conservative
Party, who had
positioned
himself as
the tough-on-
antisemitism candidate, promising, in a
move borrowed from Trump's playbook, to
deportimmigrants accused of antisemitic
crimes.

Poilievre had appealed to Jewish voters
by saying he would tamp down on a wave
of antisemitic incidents and anti-Israel
protests since the launch of the Israel-
Hamas war in Gaza.

Carney, meanwhile, has vowed to crack
down on antisemitism in Canada while
offering greater criticism of the Israeli
governmentand Israel's war in Gaza.

The election was triggered after Justin
Trudeau resigned as prime minister in
January amid a loss of confidence within
his Liberal Party as well as criticism from
Jewish groups that lamented his response
to the steep rise in antisemitism and his
perceived failures to support Israel.

But the election soon became a
referendum on Trump, as he took aim
at Canada, imposing steep tariffs and
igniting a wave of national pride and
resistance. Many voters saw Carney
as uniquely poised to handle the
country's economic uncertainty, having
led Bank of Canada during the 2008
financial crisis.
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Facing police investigation, Irish band
Kneecap denies supporting Hamas,
Hezhollah
Irish rap group Kneecap denounced Hamas
and Hezbollah after Micheal Martin, the
Irish prime minister, called on it to "urgently
clarify” its stance. The group is from Belfast,
the capital of Northern Ireland, and United
Kingdom police have also announced that
they are investigating the group.

Martin’s call and the investigation come
after the group ignited criticism and
scrutiny with its anti-Israel performance
atthe Coachella festival in the United
States earlier this month.

Critics of the performance, which
included a projection reading "F-Israel’,
began calling attention to a video on social
media showing a Kneecap band member
ata concert last year draped in a Hezbollah
flag, cheering, "Up Hamas, up Hezbollah!"
In February, the group tweeted a photo of
amember reading a book of statements
by Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah,
whom Israel killed last year, while wearing
a balaclava.

"Let's be unequivocal: we do not,
and have never, supported Hamas or
Hezbollah," the group wrote in a post on X
on Monday night. "We condemn all attacks
on civilians, always. It's never okay. We know
this more than anyone, given our nation's
history."

Ireland and its leadership are known
forvocal advocacy for Palestinians, and
last year, the country recognised the state
of Palestine over Israeli objections. But
Martin stressed that supporting Hamas and
Hezbollah was "unacceptable”.

"Both Hamas and Hezbollah have
views that are absolutely, not just views,
but participated in terrorist activities and
appalling killing of innocent people, as
witnessed on 7 October,” Martin told
reporters. "Butit's not clear to me that
Kneecap does support Hezhollah and
Hamas. They need to clarify that urgently."

Israel declares national emergency over

runaway bushfires

STAFF REPORTER
he Israeli government was forced to call on
overseas help to send fire and rescue teams to
deal with the raging bushfires in Jerusalem

Hills on Wednesday, 30 April. The uncontrolled blaze,
which started amid a heatwave and strong winds, led

to forced evacuation of some communities and road
closures.

The fire has been declared a national emergency, and
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) has been called in to
help fire and rescue stem the flames. The government
cancelled all Yom Ha’atzmaut events across Israel

because of the weather and fires. Many drivers were
forced to abandoned their vehicles and flee due to
smoke and flames encroaching on the roads. Highway 1
had to be closed in both directions between Anava and
Shoresh.

The Israel Fire and Rescue Services said 12 planes
were in the air and 105 teams on the ground battling
the blaze.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog said, “I express my full
support for the firefighters and rescue teams standing
guard over our country and working alongside the IDF,
local authorities, and all relevant agencies in a broad
effort to contain the severe and devastating fires in the
Jerusalem area and ensure the safety of local residents.”

He thanked the countries who have “stepped up to
assist Israel at this critical time”. He also sent strength

to those evacuated from their homes, and urged the

public to “fully co-operate with instructions and act

with the utmost responsibility”.
This is the second time in the space of a week that

fires in the hills to the west of the Israeli capital have

led to residents having to be evacuated.

By Wednesday lunchtime, the residents of Neve
Shalom, Beko’a, Ta’oz, and Nachshon had been
evacuated along with the military memorial in Latrun,

interrupting a memorial ceremony at the site. The

nearby monastery was also evacuated.

It's OK to be obsessed with the Holy Land Terah Thought

ith the miracle of Yom
Ha'atzmaut upon us, it's a
great time to ask ourselves

an important question: "What does Israel
mean to us?”

One of the main features of the unique
times we are living in is that there's so
much focus on Israel, watching its every
move and smallest development. The news
helps us to see minute details of changes in
the Holy Land, and every new development

evokes so many different emotions globally.

Has there ever been a time like this in
modern history?

It's significant because that's exactly
what it says in the Torah about how Hashem
relates to Israel.

Devarim 11, 12 states, “Itis a land
which Hashem, your G-d enquires about;
constantly. His eyes are on it from the
beginning of the year until the end of the
year.”

So, it's not so bad to be obsessed with
Israel, as Hashem is as well! What makes
Israel so special? Is it the people? Is it Torah
learning? Or is it the land itself that seems
to possess supernatural powers, endowed

by Hashem?

Bereishit 2:7 states that Hashem
made man “dust from the ground". Rashi
asks an interesting question: from which
"ground" did Hashem make man? He
brings from the sages an amazing answer:
man was created from the dust under the
place of the altar on the Temple Mount in
Jerusalem. Why? So that it should be an
atonement for him when he will sin.

This means that every human being
has a part of Israel within them as all of us
come from the body of Adam! No wonder
that everyone wants a piece of the land of
Israel.

Throughout our history, it has been the
dream of the greatest to experience life
in Israel, from Avraham and Moshe until
today. One of the famous leaders who
praised Israel tremendously and eventually
made it there, was the great 13th century
sage Ramban, Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman.

At the age of 72, Ramban made his way
to Israel, and eventually to Jerusalem. He
found it so desolate, he struggled to find
aminyan! Nevertheless he built it up, and
today, there's a shul in the old city named

Rabbi Hillel Bernstein

after the shul he

founded.
Ramban wrote

in Vayikra 18:25

that all the mitzvot are meant to be
performed primarily in the Holy Land
because our ability to connect directly to
Hashem is found only in the land of Israel.
Everywhere else, it's much more difficult
to feel Hashem's presence and connect
directly to Him.

Israel is the land of Hashem's
providence. Hashem is more interested in
Israel than in any other land. The blessings
given to Israel are a source of blessing
for the rest of the world. (Rashi Devarim
11,12)

We're privileged to be living at a time
when the holy land of Israel is in our
hands.

May we continue to see the blessings
and miracles of Hashem on our beloved
land now more than ever!

Shabbat Shalom and Yom Haatzmaut
sameach!
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