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When Pick n Pay took down its 
props indicating where the 
kosher-for-Pesach section was in 

the Norwood Mall before the festival, the 
Jewish community was shocked and angry, 
questioning how this could happen at a 
store with one of the biggest and most loyal 
kosher customer bases.

The apparent knee-jerk reaction of the 
store in taking down the Pesach décor was 
in response to an outcry that started with 
a vitriolic post by a has-been celebrity with 
rabid antisemitic views.

Writing on 8 April, South African actor, 
writer, and radio and television personality, 
Eric Miyeni, who was well known in the 
1980s, posted on social media that he 
would never shop at Pick n Pay again 
because of its Pesach display featuring 
Magen Davids and blue and white ribbons. 
Miyeni told the SA Jewish Report that he 
felt “vindicated” when the decorations were 
taken down.

The post went viral, and hundreds of 
people were happy to share it and express 
agreement. These weren’t trolls from the 
darkest corners of the internet, but leading 
professionals and regular South Africans 
who stated that they, too, were offended by 
blue and white ribbons and Magen Davids. 
Many decided that these weren’t “symbols 
of Judaism” and therefore had no place 
in South Africa. “Pesach symbols don’t 
include the colours blue and white put 
together with the Star of David,” Miyeni 
said. He thinks it’s “disgusting” that there 
are Zionist South Africans, who he says are 
“undermining” South Africa’s support of 
Palestinians.

It was after a visit to the store on 
11 April by the South African Boycott, 

Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) coalition to 
protest against Israel that the props were 
removed.

South African Zionist Federation 
spokesperson Rolene Marks said it was 
problematic that Pick n Pay initially caved 
to “bullying tactics from the antisemitic 
BDS movement”.

“Attempts to erase Jewish presence from 
public spaces must be firmly opposed,” 
Marks said. “Jewish South Africans have 
a fundamental right to identify publicly 
as Jews and to celebrate their religious 
traditions. We mustn’t allow those rights to 
be threatened by groups that seek to silence 
and exclude.”

In a statement to the SA Jewish Report, 
Pick n Pay said, “Pick n Pay stores have 
always aimed to be welcoming spaces 
and we celebrate all significant holidays 

observed by our diverse customer base.
“Our Norwood Hyper independently 

put up ribbons in the spirit of celebrating 
Judaism. These were, unfortunately, open 
to misinterpretation and were removed. All 
approved Pesach signage and the Star of 
David – a symbol recognised for millennia 
as representative of Judaism – remained. 
At no point was offence intended. 
Inclusivity is at the heart of Pick n Pay.”

However, for a short time, both the 
ribbons and hanging Magen Davids were 
taken down. The South African Jewish 
Board of Deputies (SAJBD) said on  
11 April that it was “engaging with Pick 
n Pay at the highest level. We conveyed 
our profound sense of outrage, and how 
we found it completely unacceptable that 
the universally-recognised symbol of our 

Pick n Pay shelves Pesach props after 
antisemitic rant
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The kosher-for-Pesach section at Pick n Pay Hyper Norwood once the Pesach props were 
restored

Continued >>
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Jewish faith should be banned from public spaces.”
On 16 April, the Magen Davids were put back up, and the SAJBD 

said Pick n Pay “expressed its deep regret that they were removed 
– there was never an intention to cause hurt, and they have 
unreservedly apologised to the Jewish community”.

City of Johannesburg councillor Daniel Schay 
said the call for kosher l’Pesach products to be 
removed from the shelves, was “an attempt 
to intimidate a minority community, 
a protest against Jews being visible, 
observant, and connected to their 
heritage”.

Only Israel has the infrastructure, 
expertise, and religious oversight to 
produce kosher-for-Pesach goods at scale, 
Schay said. Therefore, targeting Passover 
food “wasn’t a principled stand, it was an 
attack on religious life”.

However, Miyeni’s post was just one instance of 
the anti-Jewish hate he spews daily on social media. On 
18 April, he wrote that “The Star of David has become a swastika,” 
repeating the notion he had expressed 10 days earlier.

Miyeni doesn’t just criticise Israel. He engages in depraved 
antisemitic stereotypes and ideas on a daily basis, showing how 
South Africans who see themselves as upstanding citizens have no 
shame in expressing such tropes.

On Facebook, where he has a thousand “friends”, he engaged in 
Holocaust denial on 20 March, referring to a TikTok video featuring 
Holocaust denier David Irving. “If the premise that they actually 
did murder a million people there is correct, what did they use 
because it clearly isn’t cyanide gas?” he asked. “Is there any truth to 
anything a Zionist spews out of his assh*lish mouth?”

Miyeni gets all his information from TikTok videos, which he 
shares in endless posts targeting Jews. Sharing a conspiracy theory 
video about the Rothschild family, he wrote that Jews are “greedy”, 
“barbaric”, “psychopathic”, and “bloodthirsty” and that they are 
“running the Western world”. On 23 March, he wrote, “Israeli Jews are 
sick!” and on 26 March, “The world does not need people like this. They 
need to be stopped dead!”

Miyeni said Jews shouldn’t be surprised if hate was directed at them, 
because to stand with Israel “makes you lower than dirt. It makes you 

sickening in your inhumanity. It makes you seem like Hitler.
“I believe the way Zionists are behaving is reminiscent of what 

Nazis did to Jews and what was done to black people in South 
Africa, and it stinks to high heaven,” he told the SA Jewish Report.

Antisemitism expert David Saks, speaking on behalf of 
the SAJBD, said, Miyeni’s “unequivocally racist invective 

shows how much previously accepted boundaries have 
fallen away, at least when Jews are concerned”.

What’s unsettling to Saks is “how openly Miyeni 
encourages his social media followers to join 
him in his vendetta, and his extreme, frenzied 
language. He comes across as consumed with 
hatred.”

Miyeni, who has 17 600 followers on X, 
addressed Discovery Chief Executive Adrian Gore 

on that platform on 13 December 2024, calling him  
a “Zionist PIG”.
Jewish community ally Tim Flack also criticised the 

Pick n Pay protest and Miyeni targeting the Star of David. 
“It’s a Jewish symbol of identity, heritage, and survival,” wrote 

Flack. “It predates the modern state of Israel by centuries. You’ll 
find it on synagogues, tombstones, prayer books, and homes. 
Treating it as offensive isn’t criticism of Israel. It’s an attack on 
Jewish religious identity itself.”

But Miyeni continues to attack Jews, writing on 11 April that 
“the world never thought it would see a Jewish Goebbels, but here 
we are”, referring to an interview with an Israeli on Sky News. “No 
shame, no remorse, not a shred of decency. All you get is deflection, 
projection and lies underpinned by the sick belief that ‘we are 
better than the entire world’.”

On 1 April, he wrote that “Zionist-led America got over a million 
Ukrainians killed” and that “10 million Congolese were murdered 
with Rothschild money.”

Milton Shain, antisemitism expert and emeritus professor of 
history at the University of Cape Town, said, “Concern for Palestinians 
is one thing, but to drag in notions of Jewish financial power bloodlust 
leaves one wondering: is Miyeni simply a Jew-hater?”

“The Rothschild-like tropes are old and well-worn,” said Shain. 
“Unhinged at the sight of what he assumed were Israeli flags at Pick n 
Pay when in fact they related to Passover, suggests a man blinded by 
hate.”

>> Continued 

Eric Miyeni
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Hearing Aid Batteries Reducedto R40

Important note: Next Thursday, 1 May, is a public holiday so 
newspapers in Johannesburg will be delivered to outlets only from Friday, 
2 May. You can, however, download your newspaper from sajr.co.za from 
Wednesday evening, 30 April, and subscribe to the bi-weekly newsletter 
on the website.

The Torah classifies animals according to their chief form of 
locomotion and habitation, be it walking, swimming, flying, 
or creeping. These divisions appear in this week’s parsha in 

the section dealing with the permitted and prohibited animals. 
There are land-based animals, aquatic species, flying creatures, 
and creeping animals. Each of these groups has its own identifying 
features attesting to its permissibility for consumption by Jews.

There’s another area of Jewish law where it’s important to 
know the correct habitat and movement of an animal, and this 
is in the realm of ritual purity and impurity. When one makes a 
utensil from the hide or bones of an animal, the finished product 
is susceptible to receiving impurity from different forms of tumah, 
such as a dead body. However, if the hide is sourced from an 
aquatic creature, it cannot receive impurity, in keeping with the 
Mishna’s ruling that, “whatever is [manufactured from the hide of 
a creature] in the sea remains pure”.

There is, however, an exception to this rule. Rabbi Akiva 
rules that a utensil or garment made from the hide of a seal, is 

susceptible to receiving 
impurity “for it flees 
to dry land [when 
pursued]”. The seal is an animal that is at home 
in two habitats, water and land. This, of course, 
leads to the difficulty of determining in which 
category to place it for the purposes of impurity. 
Rabbi Akiva rules that because the seal will flee from predators by 
moving to the shore, dry land is its primary habitat.

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter applied this rule to people: how do we 
know what group someone belongs to? The answer is to watch 
where they run when pursued. Where will he or she seek shelter 
when threatened? It may very well be a place that the person has 
ignored most of their life.

There are many Jews who have little affiliation with the Jewish 
community. In good times, they aren’t to be found in a shul or 
communal centre. But when they are victims of a crime or they 
suffer a loss, they run straight into the arms of the community. 

Torah ThoughtWhere do we flee to?
Rabbi Matthew Liebenberg 

Claremont Wynberg Shul  
and Cape Town Beth Din

It’s there that they will find comfort and receive support. I recall 
some years ago a young man came to shul and requested an aliya in 
order to recite the thanksgiving (gomel) blessing. This man wasn’t 
a shul-goer but he had just survived an aborted act of crime and 
he felt the need to come to shul. He was as white as a ghost and 
was shaking like a leaf when he came onto the bimah. He revealed 
his true nature by coming into the bosom of the community when 
under attack.

We tend to define ourselves in reference to the groups we 
affiliate with and the people we socialise with, but we should 
consider the uncomfortable question of where we will flee when 
under attack, for that’s our real home.
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As the last generation 
of Holocaust survivors 
ages, advocates call for 
their testimonies to be 
heard
Almost all of the Holocaust 
survivors alive today 
will be dead in 15 years, 
a new projection 
by a leading 
organisation 
advocating 
for their 
compensation 
has found.

Though the 
timeline is something of 
an actuarial inevitability 
– the Holocaust ended 
80 years ago, meaning 
that all survivors are 
octogenarians at least 
already – the projection 
marks the first time that 
the Conference on Jewish 
Material Claims Against 
Germany, or Claims 
Conference, has attempted 
to plot out a trajectory for 
their disappearance.

The median age of 
survivors today is 87, and 
nearly half will die by 
2031, according to the 
analysis, which is timed to 
Yom Hashoah, Holocaust 
memorial day. By 2040, 
90% are expected to die, 
leaving a total remaining 
population estimated at 
about 21 300.

But the decline in 
survivor population 
isn’t equal across the 90 
countries where they 
currently reside, the report 
found. In Israel, which 
is home to the largest 
number of Holocaust 
survivors, the population 
is expected to fall 43% by 
2030, whereas only 39% 
of survivors in the United 
States are projected to die 
by then.
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In the former Soviet Union, on the other 
hand, a 54% decline in the number of living 
survivors is projected over the next five years. 
By 2030, the analysis found, just 11 800 
survivors will remain there.

The analysis comes a year after the Claims 
Conference’s first-ever exhaustive tally, 
which found that about 240 000 people who 

experienced the Holocaust were 
still alive. The organisation says 

the findings underscore how 
important it is to find new 
ways to hear and document 
survivors’ stories, which it has 

made a centrepiece of its work 
since successfully negotiating 

compensation from countries whose 
Jews were persecuted during the Holocaust.

Currently, more than 1 400 Holocaust 
survivors are estimated to be over the age of 
100, according to the report. Since last year’s 
tally, the world’s oldest survivor has been 
replaced. Rose Girone died at 113 in February; 
now, Malka Schmulovitz, a 109-year-old 
Holocaust survivor from Lithuania living in 
Florida, is one of the oldest living survivors 
advocating for awareness of her generation’s 
stories.

“To be one of the oldest survivors alive 
right now at my age tells me we are running 
out of time,” Schmulovitz said in a Claims 
Conference press release.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with US President Donald 
Trump at the White House
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Trump says he and Netanyahu are 
‘on the same side of every issue’ 
following talks on Iran, tariffs
United States President Donald Trump 
posted on Truth Social that he and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had 
spoken on the phone and were on “the 
same side” of issues including trade and 
Iran.

He didn’t 
provide 
additional 
information 
about the 
call, which 
according to 
Axios also 
covered 
negotiations 
over another 
potential 
ceasefire in 
Gaza.

The call 
comes weeks after the two men appeared 
to diverge on trade and Iran. Last month, 
Trump imposed a 17% tariff on Israeli 
goods, a move that spurred Netanyahu 
to visit the White House in a bid for a 
reprieve.

At that meeting, Trump didn’t commit 

to removing the tariffs, and took the 
opportunity to announce that the US 
had started nuclear deal talks with Iran, 
something Netanyahu has long been wary 
of.

At the meeting, Trump also said 
“Iran’s going to be in great danger” if 
the talks fail, though prior to beginning 
negotiations, he reportedly rejected 

an Israeli plan to strike Iran’s nuclear 
facilities.

Netanyahu’s office hasn’t sent its own 
readout of the call, though Netanyahu 
shared Trump’s post and posted on X, 
“Thank you, President Trump!”

• All briefs supplied by JTA
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GLENHAZEL | R 2 499 000

Spacious double storey home. 4 Reception rooms, covered 
patio, garden and sparkling pool. Study area. Guest toilet. 
Eat in kitchen, scullery and pantry.4 Large bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and walk-in linen cupboard. Balcony. Double 
garages. Double staff accommodation. Solar system. 
Security. Walking distance to many shuls & shops.

Web Ref: JRL199214 3.5

GLENHAZEL | R 585 000

Great Investment Opportunity! Neat, nice sunny & North 
facing 1 bedroom apartment facing a quiet street. Middle 
floor with covered balcony. Open plan lounge/dining 
room and kitchen with breakfast bar. Large main bedroom 
with bathroom ensuite and dressing room area. 1 Carport 
parking.Walking distance to Shuls, shops & schools.

Web Ref: JRL24300 1 1

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229 

www.jawitz.co.za | Registered with the PPRA Buy   Sell   Rent   Manage   Own

WAVERLEY | R 1 650 000

Duplex unit in Waverley Ext. Offering open plan kitchen/
dining/lounge, exterior, enclosed laundry/storage off 
kitchen & guest cloak (downstairs). Upper level with 3 beds 
& shared bathroom. One covered parking. Easy access to 
M1, major commercial hubs & good local amenities. A great 
choice if you’re starting out or scaling down.

Web Ref: JRL24919

Chrissie Hammer: 082 568 0440

MORNINGSIDE | R 4 995 000

Prime location overlooking lush park and bird sanctuary! 
Excellent security. 24 hour guarded exclusive luxury 
security Estate - 13 units. Quality build within short distance 
from popular Morningside amenities, Morningside Shul, 
top Sandton schools, restaurants and Medical Clinics. 

Web Ref: JRL297964 3.5

Linette Oosthuizen: 082 572 5314 

FOR SALE

Joel Harris: 082 926 0287    
Laureen Shalpid: 083 789 0229 

FOR SALE

3 1.5
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SA-Israel visit sparks 
uproar and renewed hope

NICOLA MILTZ

What began as a bold step toward 
understanding the complex 
realities of the Middle East 

quickly descended into political mudslinging 
and vitriol. This after a South African 
multiparty delegation comprising political 
figures from the Government of National 
Unity, other members of Parliament, and 
prominent spiritual leaders travelled to 
Israel on a privately organised fact-finding 
mission, the first of its kind since the  
7 October massacre.

The privately funded and entirely 
independent visit from 4 to 10 April was 
designed to give delegates first-hand 
exposure to Israel and the region and allow 
them to witness the human impact of the 
conflict, enabling them to move beyond the 
one-dimensional anti-Israel rhetoric that 
dominates the public discourse in South 
Africa.

But instead of being applauded for 
taking the initiative to deepen their 
understanding, the delegation was met 
with a barrage of condemnation from anti-
Israel activists and fellow South African 
politicians including from the African 
National Congress (ANC), and accusations 
of participating in a “secret mission” 
without official approval.

The backlash, however, only served to 
highlight the ideological rigidity of Israel 
detractors.

“This was a brave and significant step,” 
said Shaun Zagnoev, the chairperson of 
the South African Friends of Israel (SAFI), 
which hosted the delegation. “The delegates 
knew they would face resistance, but they 

went anyway, because real policy and moral 
clarity cannot come from slogans.”

Zagnoev said it was “the most impactful 
delegation” the group had hosted since the  
7 October massacre.

Members of the delegation included: 
Emma Louise Powell; Glynnis Breytenbach; 
Bridget Masango; Darren Bergman; 
Nicholas Myburgh; Dr Delmaine Chelsey 
Christians; Katherine Christie; Liam Jacobs; 
and Mlondi Mdluli from the Democratic 

Alliance; Ashley Sauls and Millicent 
Mathopa from the Patriotic Alliance; 
Steven Swart from the African Christian 
Democratic Party; and several high-level 
spiritual leaders.

“These were top political and Christian 
leaders who knew they would face resistance 
upon their return,” said Zagnoev. “Despite 
this, they felt they couldn’t intelligently 
arrive at policies relating to Israel/Palestine 

Mlondi Mdluli from the Democratic Alliance with Daniel Yakcobi Chief 

Executive of South African Friends of Israel during Kabbalat Shabbat

Continued >>



  SA JEWISH REPORT  3b24 April – 1 May 2025 

WANT TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

We’re for women by women.

carchicsa.co.za  |  hello@carchicsa.co.za  |  +27 83 452 8718

without direct exposure to the region and its people. Many told me 
that this trip changed their perspective completely. For the first 
time, they were able to appreciate the complexities of the situation 
and the vulnerability of Israel.”

“I’ve been to Israel before, but this time was different,” Swart 
said. “The country is at war, and we could feel the pain and trauma 
of 7 October in every encounter.”

Swart was particularly moved to meet the family of the Berman 
twins in Kibbutz Kfar Aza, who are still being held hostage in Gaza. 
“I’m a father of twin adult sons of similar age. Their ordeal hit 
home hard,” he said.

Hearing testimony from Nova festival survivors was traumatic. 
“My sons have also attended music festivals. I just wanted these 
people and all the people of Israel to know: we hear you, you’re 
not alone. Millions of South Africans stand with Israel, even if our 
government doesn’t.

“I went in my personal capacity, with my party’s blessing,” Swart 
said. “No-one has the right to tell me I cannot visit the holy land.

“We aren’t unsympathetic to the plight of innocent Gazans and 
are deeply saddened by all loss of life but we’ll continue to stand 
with Israel and offer comfort,” he said.

Their itinerary included visits to key holy sites; time spent in 
Bethlehem, Judea, and Samaria engaging with local residents; and 
emotional encounters with Jewish and Druze survivors of the  
7 October Hamas massacre; as well as spending a Shabbat dinner at 
the home of Holocaust survivor Rena Quint.

Sauls didn’t flinch at the backlash.
“My conviction and support for Israel made it easier to face the 

criticism,” he said.
He described meeting people devastated by the Holocaust and 

the 7 October massacre. “Despite the pain and anger, all they want 
is peaceful coexistence within secure borders,” he said.

“I saw no evidence that Israel is an apartheid state,” he said. 
“There’s no genocide. If there were, it would include Palestinians 
under the PLO [Palestinian Liberation Organization] too. Israel’s 
war is with Hamas, not civilians.

“To be a friend of Israel doesn’t make us enemies of Palestinians,” 

he said. “But we’re definitely enemies of terror.”
“Meeting President Herzog was significant for everyone 

present including the president,” said SAFI Chief Executive Daniel 
Yakcobi, “but so was speaking to ordinary Israelis, Arabs, Muslims, 
Christians and Jews, survivors, and families. It reinforced that 
South African leaders aren’t enemies in the journey for peace.”

Yakcobi described a powerful moment of prayer when Rabbi 
Doron Perez shared the heartbreaking story of his son, Daniel, 
who was born in South Africa and murdered by Hamas. His body 
remains in Gaza. Perez, the head of World Mizrachi, appealed to the 
South African delegates to help return his son’s body.

“Pastor Bert Pretorius, the founder of the South African 
Community of Faith-Based Fraternals and Federations, then led 
a prayer that transcended politics, a prayer for Daniel to come 
home, for peace, for 
healing,” Yakcobi 
said.

“We stood there as 
Jews and Christians, 
united in pain 
and prayer. That 
moment reminded 
us that the fight for 
Israel is a fight for 

all people of faith and 
conscience.”

Zagnoev 
emphasised a broader 
concern: “Israel may 
eventually write off 
South Africa as a lost 
cause. That would be 
catastrophic, not just for Jews, but for all religious groups here.

“The fact that such a senior delegation was prepared to travel to 
Israel sent a signal to the Israeli leadership, including Herzog, that 
the ANC-led government doesn’t speak for the majority of South 
Africans and that there’s a deep religious affinity to Israel by many 
millions of South Africans. The Israeli leaders that we met expressed 
an interest in fostering a relationship with South Africa, noting that 
the ANC’s offensive position makes this challenging.”

He remains hopeful, saying, “I’m encouraged that to some extent, 
we’ve broken the ice and that the groundwork for further interaction 
between leaders in South Africa and Israel has been laid.”

Pastor Bert Pretorius and Rabbi Doron Perez in 

prayer with some South African delegates

>> Continued 

Shabbat dinner at the home of 
Holocaust survivor Rena Quint 
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President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
appointment of former Deputy 
Finance Minister Mcebisi Jonas as 

South Africa’s new special envoy to the 
United States (US) has stirred speculation 
about whether he’s the right man to steady 
the fast-fraying diplomatic relationship.

Announced on Monday, 14 April, the 
decision comes in the wake of a seismic 
deterioration in ties between Pretoria 
and Washington following the expulsion 
of South Africa’s former 
ambassador to the US, Ebrahim 
Rasool, just weeks after his 
arrival in the American capital.

“In this capacity, Mr 
Jonas is entrusted with the 
responsibility to advance South 
Africa’s diplomatic, trade and 
bilateral priorities. He will lead 
negotiations, foster strategic 
partnerships, and engage 
with US government officials 
and private-sector leaders to 
promote our nation’s interests,” 
said Ramaphosa.

He described him as an 
“eminent South African leader” 
who had served as one of four 
presidential envoys appointed 
by him to facilitate investment 
into South Africa.

However, back in 2020, Jonas openly 
criticised then US President Donald Trump 
as “a racist homophobe” and a “narcissistic 
right-winger”. Also, as chairperson of 
the global MTN Group, which has ties to 
controversial regions like Iran, Jonas’s 
appointment could become an albatross 
around South Africa’s diplomatic neck.

Though Ramaphosa praised Jonas as 
a “distinguished public servant” with 
“extensive governmental experience”, there 
are concerns that his appointment might 
inflame rather than calm the troubled 
waters of South Africa’s second-largest 
trading relationship.

“The essence of the problem is the 
foreign policy of South Africa and aspects 
of domestic policy,” said Tony Leon, the 
founding leader of the Democratic Alliance 
this week.

“Absent revising these, no special or any 
other envoy will change the dysfunction in 
the US-South Africa relations,” he told the 
SA Jewish Report.

Meanwhile, the post of ambassador 
remains vacant. Responding to questions in 
Parliament posed by the Economic Freedom 

Fighters this week over who the president 
would appoint, Ramaphosa said he would 
make an announcement “at the appropriate 
time”.

While Jonas is seen by many in South 
Africa as a principled figure, especially for 
his public stand against state capture, his 
past remarks about Trump may complicate 
efforts to rebuild trust with the current US 
administration.

“In a country where living political heroes 
within the African National Congress 
[ANC] are becoming fewer and fewer, I’m 

sure the bucket wasn’t very deep to find a 
great candidate who could help bring South 
Africa back into the good graces of the 
United States,” said Democratic Alliance 
Member of Parliament Darren Bergman, 
“This position usually requires a popular 
political deployee, so it was never going to 
go to a career diplomat or any other worthy 
character from outside the party.”

“With the current ANC leadership, it’s 
hard to find someone who hasn’t said 
something negative or insulting about 
the US. We wish him well, and we hope he 
can help restore sanity in the relationship 
between the two countries. We also hope 
he can represent the real South Africa to 
the US, and educate our government on the 
strategic and economic importance of not 
completely isolating ourselves from it.”

Jonas’s role as chairperson of MTN 
Group has raised eyebrows. MTN maintains 
a 49% stake in Iran’s second-largest mobile 
network operator, which could become a 
diplomatic flashpoint say insiders.

Complainants in a US case against the 
telecoms company allege that several firms, 
including MTN Group and certain of its 
subsidiary companies, violated the US 

Anti-Terrorism Act by providing material 
support to known terrorist organisations. 
It seeks damages on behalf of US military 
members and civilians killed or wounded in 
Afghanistan between 2009 and 2017. MTN 
has denied the allegations.

The MTN Group rejected claims in recent 
South African media reports suggesting 
new legal developments in the US case 
against it, calling the reports inaccurate 
and requesting a retraction.

The company clarified that the case, 
filed in 2021, is ongoing but hasn’t 

progressed beyond 
the previously 
disclosed stage. In 
September 2023, a 
US court partially 
denied MTN’s 
motion to dismiss 
Anti-Terrorism Act 
claims, allowing 
the case to proceed 
to discovery and 
potential trial. 
However, the court 
dismissed the case 

against MTN Dubai. 
MTN emphasised that 

this doesn’t mean that it 
has lost the case or been 

found guilty of any wrongdoing, and it 
will now have the opportunity to present 
evidence in its defence. The company 
maintains that the plaintiffs have sued the 
wrong party in the wrong jurisdiction.

Jonas’s continued leadership at MTN 
while also serving as special envoy has 
renewed debate over potential conflicts of 
interest.

To some, it makes Jonas an unlikely 
figure to warm Washington’s icy stance. 
Some say any association with Iran – even 
perceived – is going to be problematic in 
the current US political climate, putting 
Jonas in a tight diplomatic corner.

That said, Jonas does bring qualities rare 
in ANC circles: a public record of integrity 
and moral courage. In 2016, he blew the 
whistle on the Gupta family’s attempt to 
bribe him with R600 million and offer 
him the position of finance minister in 
exchange for state favour. His testimony 
before the Zondo Commission solidified his 
reputation as a key figure in exposing state 
capture during Jacob Zuma’s presidency.

His principled stance earned him enemies 
and allies. He was fired by Zuma in March 
2017 alongside then-finance minister 
Pravin Gordhan, and later resigned from 
Parliament.

Jonas’s US mission mired in MTN static?

Mcebisi Jonas, 
South Africa’s new 
special envoy to 
the United States

Continued to 4b  >>



Born in Uitenhage in the Eastern Cape in 
1960, Jonas’s political roots run deep. He 
became active in anti-apartheid movements 
at just 14, later organising underground 
structures and down the line, joining the 
ANC’s military wing, uMkhonto weSizwe. 
He trained in Angola and Uganda, later 
returning to help build United Democratic 
Front structures in the Eastern Cape.

His rise through the ANC ranks was 

defined more by quiet resilience than 
populist rhetoric, some say. He holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in History and Sociology 
from Vista University, and a Higher 
Diploma in Education from Rhodes 
University. Prior to his political career, he 
worked as an educator.

But will his integrity be enough to 
navigate the toxic terrain of US-South 
Africa diplomacy in 2025?

Jonas’s role as envoy now becomes a key 
test: will he reflect the ANC’s ideological 
posture, or will he take the pragmatic, 
measured approach needed to rescue South 
Africa’s relationship with Washington?

And if Jonas fails, if his MTN connections 
or past criticism of Trump provokes yet 
another diplomatic snub, what next?

Time will tell.
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While water resources can cause conflict, 
they can also foster collaboration and 
build trust. That was the message 

delivered by water experts from Israel, Jordan, the 
Palestinian Territories, and Tshwane. The four were 
speaking on 10 April at an event organised by the 
Middle East Africa Research Institute think tank. The 
meeting was held at the picturesque Randlord mansion 
on Parktown Ridge that serves as the headquarters of 
the Free Market Foundation.

The Jordanian and Palestinian speakers didn’t want  
their real names used, for safety and in fear of reprisals.  
Dr Samir Ashqar* from the West Bank said with the 
optimism of the Oslo Accords of the early 1990s, there 
was hope that “Palestine could become the hub of the 
Middle East”. He said Israel controls the four aquifers 
in the territories, extracts the water, and sells it back to 
the Palestinians, to their chagrin. Poor political relations 
with the Palestinian Authority have hampered deeper 
co-operation.

Ashqar said that he is involved in various projects to 
build bridges with Israeli institutions “that are open-
minded and flexible. We try to work together – water 
knows no borders. We face the same droughts, the 
same pests. We all grow date palm trees, so we bring 
farmers together. It’s literally just a drop in the ocean, 
but we show our governments how to co-operate.”

Water scientist Dr Rami Suhail* noted that Jordan 
is one of the driest countries on earth, with water 
scarcity exacerbated by climate change and prolonged 
droughts. Historical tensions between Jordan and Syria 
meant that signed water agreements from 2006 to 
2007 were never implemented. Jordan accuses Saudi 
Arabia of exploiting joint water rights. But Jordan and 
Israel have shared water resources stemming from their 
1994 peace agreement, which has been hailed as one 
of the best treaties on water worldwide. However, since 
2023, the war in Gaza has adversely affected further 
water  
co-operation. “The situation is frozen. There is no way to 
proceed without collaboration with neighbours,” Suhail 
said.

Dr Clive Lipchin, from Israel’s Arava Institute Center 
for Transboundary Water Management, noted that 
the prospects for normal relations with Palestinians 
unravelled with the assassination of Israeli Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1995 and the onset of the 
Second Intifada in 2000. “Since then, we have gone 
totally downhill for 30 years.”

Lipchin said Israel’s assessment that water from 
rainfall was unreliable, especially due to climate 
change, led to the development of five major 
desalination plants in the Mediterranean Sea, and 
the more widespread use of wastewater for irrigation. 
These non-conventional water sources have totally 
revolutionised Israel’s water consumption profile, 
although desalination has made water more expensive 
due to its enormous capital and maintenance costs.

“Government wrongly sees Israel as an island,” 
Lipchin said. “But we are not an island, and our 
neighbours need water.” He said that desalination 
has freed up more water from the Sea of Galilee for 
use by Jordan. “Water co-operation could trickle up to 
governments that have to make big decisions,” Lipchin 
said, remarking that collaboration continued quietly 
despite the aftermath of 7 October.

“People-to-people projects will hopefully push 
upward to our governments,” said Lipchin. He noted 
that hundreds of thousands of cubic metres of raw 
sewage is pouring into the Mediterranean every day 
from Gaza, which has caused Israel to shut down 
its southernmost desalination plant. “Thus, Israel’s 
water security depends on functioning Palestinian 
infrastructure. It is clearly in our common interests to 
collaborate.

“The government has no objection to our joint 
projects, but it won’t claim any credit for them either,” 
Lipchin said.

“We need to 
send an alternative 
narrative to the 
government that we 
can get along with our 
neighbours, we are all 
human beings,” said 
Ashqar.

The former mayor 
of Tshwane, Cilliers 
Brink, from the 
Democratic Alliance, 
said South Africa’s 
attitude to water was 
one of plenitude 
rather than scarcity. 

But in reality, the country lacks water – as seen by 
more frequent urban water outages due to decades of 
neglect. He said some 42% of Johannesburg’s water is 
lost because of deteriorated infrastructure.

Brink described the downstream pollution of the 
Apies River stemming from the Rooiwal Wastewater 
Treatment Plant in Tshwane. It took 30 deaths 
from cholera – “a medieval disease of poverty and 
underdevelopment” – to finally get the national 
government to work more closely with the metro. The 
involvement of the private sector in terms of expertise 
and capital in the water sector was crucial, even 
though this might be politically unpalatable for the 
government. “We could learn from the Middle East and 
its technology,” Brink said.

He remarked that the only two private water 
concessions in the country, in Ballito and Mbombela, 
lose much less water and register higher revenue 
collection rates than other municipalities.

“The Public Finance Management Act (PFMA) 
overregulates local government,” Brink said. “The PFMA 
needs reform, and to be linked to upgrading of railways 
and ports. South Africa will eventually be forced to do it, 
so we should do it now already.”

Lipchin said that the rumours that Israel was rejected 
when it offered assistance to Cape Town during its “Day 
Zero” water crisis from 2018 were unfounded. The city 
was inundated by offers from many countries “and 
they were all spurned”, said Lipchin. “But Israel has vast 
experience in desalination, wastewater, and recycling 
that could be of immense use to South Africa.”

* Not his real name

Hopes that peace can trickle up in the Middle East

Dr Clive Lipchin, Cilliers Brink, 
and Jamie Mighti

>> Continued from 4a 
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Israeli-born pianist Yaron Kohlberg has 
performed in almost 100 countries, 
but he has never encountered such 

naked hatred as when he performed in 
Johannesburg on 13 April.

He told the SA Jewish Report he has 
travelled the world, bringing people 
together through music, only to face the 
venom of a small group of anti-Israel 
extremists who disrupted his performance 
at the Linder Auditorium at the University 
of the Witwatersrand (Wits).

The group screamed, shouted, held up 
signs, and blew whistles during his concert. 
Undeterred, he kept playing. “I refused 
to let it ruin the experience of the people 
who came to listen to me,” he said. Security 
calmly but firmly escorted the extremists 
out of the venue.

While the group may have expected that 
their fellow South Africans would join 
them in their hatred, Kohlberg was instead 
embraced with open arms.

“I received a fantastic welcome in 
South Africa,” he said. “I met lots of 
wonderful people, and the audiences 
were great throughout my performances, 
starting in Bloemfontein and then in 
Cape Town, Pretoria, and Johannesburg. 

I felt that the audiences 
were very appreciative and 
knowledgeable. Everybody was 
extremely welcoming and very 
kind, and I really enjoyed the 
experience.”

South African Jewish Board 
of Deputies National Director 
Wendy Kahn congratulated 
Wits for “its decisive action 
preventing those disrupting 
the concert from proceeding. 
How far we have come since 
BDS [Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions] activists stormed 
a concert by Israeli pianist 
Yossi Reshef in 2013, forcing 
him to stop playing. This 
time, Wits protected the 
audience, ensuring that the 

pianist continued his recital and allowing 
audience members to enjoy his excellent 
performance.”

“The protesters must not have not 

Pianist with golden hands unfazed by protesters’ ‘noise’

Yaron Kohlberg

Continued >>
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done their homework – they chose the 
wrong guy,” said Kohlberg, as he strongly 
believes Israelis and Palestinians don’t 
have to be enemies. This is epitomised by 
his joining forces with his close friend, 
pianist Bishara Haroni, to form a successful 
Israeli-Palestinian musical duo called Amal, 
meaning “hope” in Arabic. They play works 
by Israeli and Palestinian composers and 
have performed worldwide, including at 
Geneva’s United Nations Hall. They aim 
to show that music-making at the highest 
level can transcend political and national 
differences.

Kohlberg’s father is a professor of Islamic 
Studies, but this and Kohlberg’s work with 
Haroni meant nothing to the extremists, 
who said they were protesting against 
Kohlberg because he is Israeli, even though 
he hasn’t lived there for 15 years. The fact 
that he didn’t fit their narrative seemed to 
infuriate them even more.

South African Zionist Federation 
(SAZF) spokesperson Rolene Marks, 
says the SAZF “strongly condemns the 
antisemitic BDS movement’s vile and 
intimidatory campaign against Kohlberg. 
Their attempt to drown out his beautiful 
music with a cacophony of hatred is more 
than a disruption – it’s a metaphor for 
the movement itself: the silencing of 
dialogue, the rejection of culture, and the 
replacement of harmony with hostility.

“This was not protest – it was antisemitic 
bullying,” emphasises Marks. “Targeting 
an artist for his nationality and Jewish 
identity is a disgraceful tactic that has no 

place in democratic society.”
She says the BDS movement “continually 

exposes its true agenda – not peace, not 
justice, but the erasure of Israeli presence 
and Jewish identity from public life. Their 
actions are not only harmful to individuals 
like Kohlberg, but to the broader values of 
freedom of expression, cultural exchange, 
and mutual respect.”

Kohlberg was originally invited to South 
Africa by the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra 
(CPO). Once his trip was confirmed, the 
Johannesburg Musical Society invited him 
to perform, and Unisa (the University of 

South Africa) invited him 
to conduct workshops 
and performances 
in Bloemfontein and 
Pretoria. Unisa has 
previously endorsed 
an academic boycott of 
Israel, but now quietly 
invited Kohlberg to 
engage with its educators 
and students.

Kohlberg, known 
as “the pianist with 
the golden hands”, is 
currently based in the 
United States but has 
also lived in China, 
Denmark, Germany, 
and England. He is the 
artistic director of Piano 
Cleveland, the presenting 
organisation of the 
Cleveland International 

Piano Competition (CIPC), and is widely 
recognised as a leader and innovator in 
classic music.

He speaks six languages, including 
Mandarin Chinese, and has lived on four 
continents. He educates audiences, raises 
funds to support young musicians, serves 
on international competition juries, and 
lectures at leading educational institutions.

Kohlberg said that during the interval 
of the Johannesburg concert, organisers, 
audience members, and friends apologised 
for the behaviour of the protesters, but 
Kohlberg emphasised that he doesn’t blame 
his hosts.

Kahn notes that “in one week, [SA BDS 
Coalition coordinator] Roshan Dadoo and 
her group tried twice to deprive fellow 
South Africans of their basic rights – 
once to hear a piano concert, and once to 
display Magen David signs at Pick n Pay 
and have access to kosher Pesach products. 
On both occasions she was quickly and 

decisively removed. This has sent a powerful 
message to those attempting to deprive 
our community of our basic constitutional 
rights.”

In the Mother City, Kohlberg performed 
in the first concert of the CPO’s Autumn 
Symphonies at the City Hall on 3 April.

Deon Irish, reviewing Kohlberg’s Cape 
Town performance on local arts website 
Weekend Special, wrote that, as Kohlberg 
is the son of a professor of Islamic Studies, 
there was “some irony in him being the 
object of vilification of a rather bedraggled 
group of protesters outside the hall”. He 
went on to write that Kohlberg gave “an 
exhilarating performance”.

One Capetonian who attended the 
performance wrote on Facebook that it was 
“uplifting and amazing,” and she felt “deep 
gratitude”. Another wrote that “it was sad to 
see a handful of protesters outside the City 
Hall. Luckily none of that permeated into 
the hall. We were spoilt with two and a half 
hours of music.”

Kohlberg was interviewed by South 
African media, including the Bloemfontein 
radio station OFM and Afrikaans news site 
Netwerk24. Weekend Special interviewed 
him about his upbringing in Israel, his 
musical partnership with Haroni, his music, 
and his appreciation of art and culture across 
the globe.

The site also reported that Kohlberg is 
working with CPO Chief Executive Louis 
Heyneman on “an exciting collaboration that 
will see CIPC winners appear in the future in 
Cape Town”.

Kohlberg told the SA Jewish Report he 
wanted to come to South Africa because 
“I love discovering new places and new 
cultures, and getting to know people. 
When I was invited to South Africa, it was 
a wonderful opportunity. It was a fantastic 
experience overall, and I hope it’s not the last 
time.”

>> Continued 



Matzo hatred at hypermarket
I just so happened to be looking for matzo 

at Pick n Pay Hypermarket in Norwood the 
day before Pesach, and searched up and 

down aisles for ages looking for indicators 
to show me where to go. It seemed odd, 
especially as it was just before Pesach at the 
place where every Jew in 
Joburg goes to gather some 
of their ingredients.

Eventually, I had to 
ask someone for help, 
something I have never 
had to do before. Only 
after I left did I hear the 
hullabaloo about how a 
social media post led to a 
protest that brought down 
the Magen Davids and blue 
and white ribbons. What I 
find most absurd about this 
is that somehow, gathering 
food and ingredients for 
Pesach has been turned 
into an attack on Palestinians and a political 
stand. Pick n Pay and local Jews who support 
that store were made to look like genocidal 
despots by wanting to make matzo easily 
accessible.

This was the result of a combination of 
a total lack of understanding of Jewish 
traditions and religion mixed with blatant 
antisemitism. It was all started by some actor, 
whose name I hadn’t heard since the 1980s, 
who seems intent on using Jews to try and 
regain some personality or acclaim.

He cleverly took a photograph of the 
paraphernalia, which was put up to indicate 
exactly where the Pesach food section was, 
in such a way that it could look like, at a real 
push, an Israeli flag. Yup, there were blue 
ribbons and white ones and dangling Magen 
Davids. From any other angle, they were 
just ribbons and hanging Magen Davids. 
This wasn’t a political statement in any way 
or form, but our haters, and Eric Miyeni 
particularly, wanted the world to believe 
that it was. And boy, our haters – who 
unfortunately now count among the people 
I once respected – had a field day in trying to 
prove that this was South African Jews’ and 
Pick n Pay’s way of supporting what our haters 
claim is a genocide in Gaza. As one astute 
person said in a comment, “It’s Pesach, not 
a Zionist plot”, but that belies the ignorance 
and insistence of turning anything that is 

apparently Jewish into another reason to 
hate.

The Miyeni post, which was shared far and 
wide, was commented on by “experts” on 
Judaism and Israel who clearly had no clue 
about either.

It culminated in some 
rabid Boycott, Divestment, 
Sanctions coalition-
supporting woman with a 
loudhailer coming to the 
Hypermarket and scaring 
customers by bullying 
shoppers. She demanded 
they check what they buy, 
claiming they had to do this 
to avoid supporting “the 
mass slaughter of civilians”, 
“starving a population”, and 
standing for genocide. As 
she spewed her hatred, she 
perhaps mistakenly said 
people should refuse to buy 

apartheid South African goods.
In truth, she’s probably not wrong on that 

last point because if we’re still buying food 
from apartheid-era South Africa, it’s likely to 
be off and dangerously toxic because of its age.

I know I jest, but what these people say is 
ridiculous, albeit devastating because they feel 
they have the right to attack us as Jews for 
buying kosher for Pesach.

In what turned into a viral social media 
campaign, I was horrified at the hatred being 
spewed from so many fronts that moved 
backwards and forwards from anti-Israel 
to antisemitic. Clearly, the line that those 
who purported to be anti-Israel and not 
antisemitic once drew and claimed not to 
cross, has now been crossed.

The people running that Pick n Pay outlet 
got scared, and reacted by pulling down 
the décor. I understand that. Listen, that 
hateful woman and her band of acolytes 
were unpleasant, and I wouldn’t particularly 
want to meet her in a busy aisle. The store’s 
leadership wanted to stop the noise. I get it. 
It was the wrong thing to do, but once they 
realised why, they fixed it. They apologised.

Eric Miyeni and all those who vomited 
hatred haven’t apologised.

I have to say, it does seem ironic that in the 
haggadah in which we read the Pesach story, 
we escape from oppression and antisemitism. 
And where do we head to in this ancient book 

of our history? You got it … Israel.
Yes, the same land that we have been 

accused of colonising. The same land that 
our haters insist we have no claim to. The 
same land that they insist has nothing to do 
with Judaism. However, for as far back as 
our history goes, and especially on Pesach, 
we have been saying, “Bashana haba’ah 
berushalayim.” (Next year in Jerusalem)” in 
our prayers.

I just wish that all those supposed experts 
would really do their homework and find 
knowledgeable people who could explain 
the truth about the Middle East conflict and 
Judaism. I wish people recognised that the 
facts proffered by Hamas – a group that has 
been recognised as a terrorist organisation by 
so many countries in the world – cannot be 
true. Find out the truth about the war against 
Hamas! Go to Israel and see for yourself! 
Don’t trust photographs of starving children 
or destroyed buildings. Get the truth, and own 
up to it.

It’s astounding how quickly the notion of 
Israel being an apartheid state falls by the 
wayside after an hour in Israel. And the notion 
that these people could ever be genocidal is so 
quickly dispelled. Seriously, I really wish people 
did their homework before they sunk into their 
worst selves and blamed Jews for the world’s 
ills. (See page 3.)

In the 2024 Annual Antisemitism Report of 
Tel Aviv University, we find that the peak of 
antisemitism occurred immediately after the  
7 October attack and not as the war 
progressed. In other words, it hasn’t 
necessarily got that much worse around the 
world since that time. The most alarming 
rise was recorded in Australia, with increases 
observed in the United States, Italy, Spain, 
Canada, Argentina, and Brazil.

According to the report, only a negligible 
percentage of complaints regarding 
antisemitic hate crimes have led to arrests 
and indictments. As the experts in the report 
maintain, “education and legislation without 
enforcement are meaningless”.

So, considering this extensive report, our 
apparently awful experience with Pick n 
Pay doesn’t seem quite as bad. However, it 
shouldn’t have happened at all.

Shabbat shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor
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South Africa’s ICJ case against Israel:  
Stumbling towards finality

Last week, the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) delivered a curious decision – one 
that the South African legacy media has 

largely ignored. Instead of holding Israel to filing 
its answer to South Africa’s case by the original 
deadline of 28 July 2025, the court granted a 
massive extension, to 28 January 2026.

On the face of it, this does not appear to be 
significant. But looking beneath the surface, 
there are serious implications for South Africa.

Funding the initial application: Why don’t 
we know where the money came from?
After South Africa instituted its application 
against Israel, alleging that it was committing 
genocide, speculation swirled about who was 
funding the case. After a lengthy silence, the 
Minister of Finance, Enoch Godongwana, stated 
in Parliament in December 2024 that South 
Africa was allocating a further R95 million to 
pursue the costs of the memorial (the founding 
case) at the ICJ. What remains unstated, and 
which the legacy media no longer questions, 
is who financed the initial application for 

preventative measures, which is distinguishable 
from the memorial. Credible sources such as the 
Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism 
and Policy suggested that this funding came 
from Iran, and possibly Qatar as well. While 
the Department of International Relations and 
Cooperation said that the government had paid 
for it, Godongwana was more circumspect, 
dealing only with the memorial. The problem 
with this is that two years down the line there 
are still no financial records showing that 
any South African ministry either paid for, or 
budgeted for, the initial application.

Professor John Dugard, the de facto leader 
of the South African legal team, refused to 

give a straight answer, merely stating that 
“allegations of covert funding are politically 
charged but legally irrelevant. The ICJ assesses 
cases on merits, not on financial origins.” 
The suspicion that the government is either 
concealing information from its voting public or 
misrepresenting the position remains.

While doubts persist about the government 
and the initial funding, there was never a 
question about the capability of the South 
African legal team. This was the “A Team” – 
South Africa’s best silks and highly qualified and 
experienced international jurists. But with last 
week’s ICJ order this, too, needs to be looked at 
more closely.

The memorial submission: A legal battle 
shrouded in secrecy
The first substantive step in the case to 
prove that Israel has violated the Genocide 
Convention was the submission of a memorial 
detailing the genocide allegations. This 
memorial came at the hefty price of R95 
million and a substantial amount of it was 

used for investigation 
and legal fees. South 
Africa submitted a 
monumental 750-page 
memorial, accompanied 
by more than 4 000 
pages of exhibits and 
annexes, setting out its 
evidence against Israel, 
including accusations 
of forced displacement, 
starvation, and mass 
killing of Palestinians 
in Gaza.

However, in keeping 
with ICJ protocol, 
memorials are not 
made public, and so 
South Africa’s memorial 

content remains locked away from public 
scrutiny. Israel was obligated to submit its 
counter-memorial (its defence) by  
28 July 2025, approximately six months after 
the filing of the memorial. That deadline has  
now taken a dramatic turn.

A stunning ICJ ruling: Nine months of 
displeasure?
The ICJ, after considering both South 
Africa’s and Israel’s submissions, ordered an 
unprecedented nine-month postponement to 
allow Israel to file its response – adding nine 
months onto the six months already given to 
respond. It suggests that the ICJ found serious 

procedural violations in 
South Africa’s submission.

Reliable leaks from “Western diplomats” have 
elaborated on the court’s order concerning the 
averment that “the counter-memorial had been 
significantly impeded because of a range of 
evidentiary issues that had arisen in connection 
with the memorial of the Republic of South 
Africa and in light of which the scope of the 
case remained unclear”. These leaks have now 
also been independently verified. In layman’s 
terms, the sources, and as verified by Israeli 
Professor Eugene Kontorovich and former 
Israeli Ambassador Alan Baker, state that 
South Africa submitted crucial evidence but 
concealed it from Israel, and it has submitted 
numerous unsubstantiated hearsay testimonies 
stemming from Hamas sources. South Africa’s 
response was that “the evidentiary issues raised 
concerned a limited number of documents and 
could in no way prejudice the respondent in the 
preparation of its case”.

For the “A Team” to pursue justice dishonestly 
would betray the very principle of justice itself. 
South Africa should be acting with integrity, 
transparency, and rigorous evidence – not 
through procedural violations, unreliable 
hearsay evidence, and secrecy. It should not be 
left to Israel to make sense of South Africa’s 
mess.

As any first-year law student would know, 
in these circumstances, there is a violation of 
fundamental legal principles and an inability 
to prove that Israel has committed “genocide” 
as accepted by the Genocide Convention. 
My law professor once said my essays were 
neither quantitative nor qualitative. It seems 
the ICJ has viewed South Africa’s procedural 
irregularities in a similar vein. Its response has 
been to give South Africa a virtual harsh slap 
across the face.

A fiasco at the expense of South Africa
With a government refusing to clarify who 
financed the initial application, and the “A 
Team” committing basic legal errors, South 
Africa’s financial and legal missteps are costing 
the nation dearly. At a time when South Africa 
is feeling international political heat, legal egg 
on the face is not what is needed now. If the 
case for genocide lacks the legal foundation and 
it doesn’t have the evidence, then South Africa 
must stop throwing millions into a losing battle. 
Justice demands more than passion. It demands 
precision. And right now, South Africa may not 
be offering either.
• �Craig Snoyman is an advocate of the High Court, 

practising in Johannesburg.
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The legal “A Team” representing the South African 

government at the International Court of Justice
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GILLIAN KLAWANSKY

At 06:45 on 7 October, when 
Rami Davidian left his 
Moshav Patish home, about 

15 minutes from the site of the now 
infamous Nova festival, he did so 
wearing Ugg slippers. He was asked 
to rescue his friend’s child – just one 
person – but had no idea what he was 
about to walk into.

“I knew I would be back home 

in a few minutes,” he says, smiling 
ruefully. Yet as he neared the site of 
the festival, he knew that this was 
no ordinary situation. “I started 
realising it was a lot bigger than I 
understood. I heard screams, people 
shouting, ‘help me, help me’, and I 
heard explosions.” Davidian saw bikes 
in the middle of the road, and then 
shockingly, dismembered fingers and 
dead bodies.

An ordinary man in his late 50s, 

7 October hero finds solace in South Africa

Davidian worked in the diesel industry. 
“During my army service, I was a maintenance 
guy, and I dealt with the transportation of 
tanks and big trucks from place to place,” he 
recalls. He had never been involved in a rescue 
operation, on any scale.

Yet that morning, his knowledge of the 
terrain and instinct to help youngsters in 
distress kicked into gear. He essentially set up 
a rescue team, calling his sons-in-law, family 
members, and friends from the moshav to 
help. “I told them to bring bakkies to come 
and help save them,” he says. “I directed the 
people I saw to escape eastwards and said that 
I’d make sure that somebody would be there to 
pick them up and rescue them.”

After Davidian had rescued his first 15 
teenagers, one asked if they could share his 
number and he readily agreed. “I started 
getting flooded by requests from parents.” 
What he felt that day wasn’t fear, he says. “It 
was just emotion, I just kept going back and 
forth for more people, I couldn’t stop. I was 
carried by the emotion of parents saying, 
‘We’ve only got one child, please save my 
child.’”

At one stage he rescued two young women, 
one of whom asked him to help her friend 
Amit. “They gave me her GPS location and I 
played hot and cold with my car horn, so she 
would understand that I was getting closer to 
her, and we could find each other.”

He had no idea though that Amit was 
surrounded by Palestinian looters who had 
entered Israel in the wake of the Hamas 
terrorists. “I spoke to them in Arabic and 
convinced them that I was one of them,” 
Davidian recounts. “I lied to them and that’s 
how I saved her.”

Eventually he helped rescue about 700 
people.

When she visited South Africa in March 
2024, Nova festival survivor Millet Ben Haim 
told the SA Jewish Report how Davidian helped 
save her life, too. Frantically trying to get help 
as she and others hid from terrorists, Ben 

Rami Davidian in the Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Continued >>
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7 October hero finds solace in South Africa
Haim texted friends and posted on Instagram. 
Through the resulting network of messages, 
she received Davidian’s contact information 
from a girl she didn’t know.

“He’s a hero, a civilian who decided 
voluntarily to go into that fire zone and 
rescue people. He didn’t even have a gun, he 
just came with his car, searched for people 
and got them out.” Ben Haim spoke with 
Davidian for a long time, as they tried to 
locate one another. “I was so helpless and 
the service wasn’t good, and the shooting 
kept happening, so I had to whisper not to be 
heard. Eventually I had 3% of phone battery 
left, so I told him that I was going to turn off 
my phone and to please not give up on us. He 
said he would honk his horn until he found 
us, which is so brave and selfless, I don’t even 

have the words to describe it, to risk 
himself like that.”

Finally, they heard his hooting some 
distance away and Ben Haim crawled toward 
the road, terrified. Miraculously, she was in 
fact spotted and rescued by another  
7 October hero, retired senior Israel Defense 
Forces officer Lion Bar. Bar also rescued many 
partygoers but was ultimately murdered by 
Hamas terrorists when he returned to help on 
8 October.

Davidian spent two days doing all he could 
to find and assist survivors and to honour 
dead bodies as he witnessed unspeakable 
horrors. He collected and matched body parts, 
covered corpses in indecent positions, and 
moved bodies away from the path of tanks. He 
recited the Shema prayer as he went.

Davidian says he’s forever changed by all he 
experienced. “It’s not easy to see bodies and 
body parts, to see young people crying, to see 
missing fingers and heads cut open. It’s had a 
big effect on me from A to Z.”

For one thing, he developed fibromyalgia 
– a chronic health condition that causes pain 
and tenderness throughout the body as well 
as sometimes severe fatigue. Davidian was 
hospitalised with the condition and continues 
to see therapists as part of his treatment. He 
has been unable to return to work, which is 
located on the Gaza Envelope, where much 
commercial activity has ceased.

“I’ve had a lot of support from the state and 
a lot of good people that have helped me,” he 
says. “Talking to people has also really helped, 
travelling all over and recounting my ordeal.”

Davidian is happy to be in South Africa, 
which he calls a beautiful country with a 
beautiful community. He was particularly 
thrilled to see elephants in the Pilanesberg. 
“Being here is helping to cleanse my soul, it 
came at the right time.” He refers to some 
media upheaval in Israel where some of 
his testimony, particularly around seeing 
evidence of sexual violence, has recently been 

questioned. Thousands have rushed to his 
defence.

“I wasn’t looking to be a hero, I just went 
in to help and restore some pride and dignity 
to the families,” Davidian says. Having 
met one of the former female hostages, he 
was particularly struck when she recalled 
overhearing terrorists saying how powerful 
Israel is when its people are unified. “That’s 
my message of unity; unconditional love is 
the most important thing,” he says. “Together 
we will win.”

HE’S A HERO, A CIVILIAN WHO  
DECIDED VOLUNTARILY TO GO INTO 

THAT FIRE ZONE AND RESCUE PEOPLE. 
HE DIDN’T EVEN HAVE A GUN, HE JUST 
CAME WITH HIS CAR, SEARCHED FOR 

PEOPLE AND GOT THEM OUT.

>> Continued 
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LEE TANKLE

For many Jewish people, 
having a Pesach seder is 
guaranteed. However, 

for more than 100 people in 
Israel, it wouldn’t have been 
possible without the effort 
of South African-born Steven 
Heilbron, together with the 
organisation A Spoonful of 
Hope in Ra’anana.

A Spoonful of Hope was 
started 12 years ago by South 
African-born Ilana Bank 
who, after working for 10 
years with Leket, Israel’s food 
bank and seeing how it had 
expanded, wanted to cater 
for those who may have slipped 
through the cracks.

Though A Spoonful of 
Hope and Heilbron together 
produce about 60 meals to feed 
Holocaust survivors; people 
who are unable to cook for 
themselves; the disabled; as well 
as people who cannot afford 
to put food on the table every 
week, this past Pesach, they 
were able to donate 114 meals to 
those who needed it.

Said one South African family 
of four who received a Pesach 
meal, “It was the first time in so 
long that we felt proud to sit at 
our table.”

Heilbron started assisting A 
Spoonful of Hope and feeding 
11 Holocaust survivors weekly 
in July 2022, when the woman 
who was providing food for the 
survivors became ill and couldn’t 
commit to feeding them every 
week. Heilbron said he couldn’t 
imagine letting these people go 
without a Shabbat meal, so he 
took up the helm.

“I spoke to a few people in 
my database, and we started 
collecting meals so that they 
could have a Shabbat meal every 
week. Ever since we started in 
2022, we haven’t missed a single 
week,” he said.

Heilbron appeals to donors 
and shows them a menu made 
in collaboration with a caterer 
so that people know what they 
are paying for and are sure that 

they are donating food of the 
best quality. He then collects the 
meals cooked by caterers and 

personally drops them off at the 
Holocaust survivors’ homes.

“The way that we do it is I give 
people a chance to give tzedakah, 
be part of the programme 
without doing much more than 
just paying the money from 
their bank account,” he said.

Similarly, Bank and her team 
of volunteers made up mainly of 
South Africans work around the 
clock to ensure not only that they 
have the food to create ready-
cooked meals for recipients, but 
that they provide groceries for 
families who need them.

“It’s been especially difficult 
with the war and the economic 
situation as a result of it,” said 
Bank. “We never think we’re 
going to make it, and then 
somehow by some miracle we 
make it on a Friday, and people 
get their meals. Then we just 
pray for the next round of 
goodness that comes our way.”

Recipients of the Pesach meal 
were able to get some chicken 
soup and kneidlach, chopped 
herring, a main meal, and a 
dessert, all provided by South 
African-born Dennis Phillips 
of Denny’s Foods. Phillips said 
he worked with Heilbron and A 
Spoonful of Hope as he believed 
he could make a tangible 
contribution to his community.

“I lost a restaurant 11 months 
after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I lost everything,” said Phillips. 
“So I started cooking again. As 

bad as it was for me, there were 
always people who had more 
problems than I did. It was nice 

being able to give back.”
For Bank, the most 

important part of what 
they do on a weekly basis 
isn’t just the fact that 
people who need it are 
receiving food, but that 
they are receiving food 
that they are proud to 
serve to their families. 
“People don’t realise that 
it’s not only the food, it’s 
the presentation. It’s the 
way it looks,” she said.

One woman who 
receives food from A 

Spoonful of Hope each week 
told Bank that she couldn’t 
remember how long it had been 
since she had been able to put 
a meal on a table that looked so 
good and made them feel like 
they were truly at home.

Similarly, a Brazilian family 
of five who received a Pesach 
meal, said, “It’s been a long time 
since we felt relaxed and able to 
celebrate the chag. They made 
our difficult financial situation 
bearable, and we appreciate the 
way it was donated to us – with 
kindness and compassion.”

“We guarantee that at least 
they have the meal for the chag 
and can celebrate with dignity,” 
said Heilbron. “The reason why 
we do a three-course meal is 
first, because we want to give 
them a meal of the quality that 
any paying customer would 
receive. And second, because 
it’s classy, like they’re able to 
celebrate the chag with dignity 
and class.”

Bank agreed, saying, “Giving 
them hope that things will 
improve is why I called it  A 
Spoonful of Hope because I 
wanted people to understand 
that sometimes when you get so 
low that you can’t see your way 
out of the hole that you’re in, 
the most important thing isn’t 
even the food they receive, but 
the way we give it to them and 
the fact that they get a shoulder 
to lean on.”

South African gives Israelis spoons 
full of hope

The Pesach meal  
from A Spoonful of Hope
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Luc Albinski – who had been raised as a 
Catholic – was shocked when in his twenties 
he found out that he was a second-generation 

Holocaust survivor. Until then he knew nothing of 
his Jewish heritage.

He was on a family holiday, meeting his 
American cousins for the first time, when they 
told him the story of his grandmother Dr Halina 
Rotstein, and his mother, Wanda Helena Albińska, 
who is now 88 years old.

“It was a big shock to the system for me, and 
obviously I spent time going through it all with 
my therapist. I had to come to terms with all the 
dimensions of my family history that had been 
hidden from me,” he says. “But then it was a 
wonderful discovery.”

It was around that time that Albinski heard that 
his parents didn’t tell him of his Jewish heritage 
to protect him from the confusion of being both 
Catholic and Jewish.

His mother, Albińska, explained that growing up, 
she never thought of herself as being Jewish. “I 
was treated like a Polish girl,” she said.

And until the meeting of the cousins, 
all Albinski knew was that “My 
Polish Catholic grandfather was 
picked up by the SS during 
the Warsaw Uprising 
of 1944, and sent to 
Auschwitz. He was there 
in September 1944 and 
then in October 1944, 
as a Polish Catholic, he 
was sent to Buchenwald 
concentration camp, 
where he died on  
28 December 1944. But I 
never knew about Halina and 
the Jewish part.”

However, once he knew the story 
of his grandmother, he believed he 
needed to tell the world about it. “Halina’s 
story is an incredible story of heroism 
under the direst circumstances. She was 
someone who dedicated her life to her patients 
and sacrificed the opportunity to escape and to be 
with her children. She decided that her duty lay in 
staying with the patients and going with them to 
her certain death. There are a few doctors who did 
this, and Halina was one of them. It’s an incredible 
story of heroism, and it needs to be told.”

Albinski is still telling this story 35 years later. 
He’s made a documentary called Nobody Told Me, 
which will be shown at Hostage Square in Tel Aviv 
on Wednesday, 23 April, and in Jerusalem on  
 24 April to commemorate Yom Hashoah.

His discovery also culminated in him writing  
The Varsovian Covenants, a book which has been 
translated into Polish. Albinski explained to the 
SA Jewish Report that it was so important to make 

the film and write the book while his mother is 
still around and “for future generations, and in 
particular for my children so that they also know 
this history”.

His documentary has also been presented at 
the Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre 
(JHGC), the Jewish Historical Institute, the Galicia 
Jewish Museum in Kraków, and the Jewish 
Historical Institute in Warsaw.

His mother explained that she gave testimony 
for the documentary because “I find that my 
mother was the one who epitomises for me the 
most important thing in life. Courage, selflessness, 
and goodness. And I feel this is the greatest thing 
someone can do in their life, giving their life 
to others. For this reason, I say so, 
because I know that nobody 
knows about her heroism, 
in Poland or anywhere 
else.”

In the 
documentary, 
Albinski and 
his mother, 

JHGC 
Director Tali 

Nates, and 
executive director 

of the USC Shoah 
Foundation, Dr Stephen 

Smith, tell the story of 
Rotstein and how she risked her life to 

save her patients as one of an estimated  
1 000 doctors in the ghetto.

When the war started, Rotstein went to the 
hospital to take care of all the people injured by 
the Germans.

Wanda says that, “I remember she took all the 
wraps and everything from the house and cut them 
off to have bandages for the people. And when the 
Germans came, they threw us out of our house. 
Then they ordered us to put the yellow star on the 
person, and after that, everybody was supposed to 
go to the ghetto.”

Rotstein, who was pregnant at the time, had 
been working outside of the ghetto. She was 
forced to move into the ghetto with Albińska and 
her other two children as well as her parents and 
in-laws. The family lived in the basement of the 

hospital.
By 1941, a typhus epidemic was spreading in 

the ghetto, and doctors like Rotstein were working 
around the clock, while Albińska and her siblings 
were in the basement where their mother was 
working. They were living in impossible conditions 
and were malnourished and covered in lice and 
boils. They were also living in darkness and would 
see sunshine only when they went out to play in 
the yard.

“We were supposed to get out, but that wasn’t 
clean either,” said Albińska “The air wasn’t clean, 
but full of smell, a horrible smell, because the 
children used the toilet everywhere.”

Between 1941 and the mass deportations of 
July 1942, 100 000 Jews died in the ghetto 

from what they called hunger disease, 
otherwise known as starvation. 

Due to her commitment to the 
hospital and her patients, 

Rotstein would barely 
spend any time with 

her children. After her 
mother died from 
typhus, she decided 
she had to get her 
children out of the 
ghetto or they would 
die.

In September 
1942, Albińska and her 

brothers were smuggled 
out of the ghetto with the 

help of the underground. 
They were taken to a friend of 

her mother, Dr Andrzej Trojanowski, 
on the Aryan side of Warsaw. While living with 

Trojanowski and his wife, Albińska and her brothers 
were baptised and given false papers.

In July 1942, the Grossaktion  
began. Between 265 000 and 300 000 Jews were 
deported to the Treblinka extermination camp, 
where most were killed on arrival. When it came 
to the doctors, they were provided a “life ticket” 
that enabled them to avoid deportation. However, 
Rotstein gave her life ticket to a nurse who worked 
with her. Rotstein was then deported to Treblinka 
with her patients when she was only 35 years old. 
Albińska would never see her mother again.

Albińska grew up in the home of Trojanowski 
and went on to study chemistry at university. She 
soon met her husband, Wojtek Albiński. They 
had an adventurous life, living in Iraq, Paris, 
Switzerland, Botswana, and South Africa.

Albinski explained that the process of making 
the documentary with his mother, and writing The 
Varsovian Covenants and translating it into Polish, 
had been most rewarding. “It’s very moving. I get 
a bit teary every time I watch it, and I’ve watched 
it like a hundred times. It just really pulls at my 
heartstrings.”

Nobody told me my grandmother was a Holocaust heroine

Dr Halina Rotstein

Luc Albinski
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Growing up in Diepsloot township, Kelebogile faced immense challenges. His single mother sold sweets at his school to make ends 
meet, and the family struggled to afford basic necessities. Tragically, Kelebogile lost his sibling to food poisoning because they couldn’t 

afford medication. It was a turning point that led him to Afrika Tikkun’s Wings of Life centre, a place that would transform his life forever.

At Afrika Tikkun, Kelebogile found more than just support – he found a second home. The centre provided nutritious meals, a safe 
learning environment, and most importantly, hope. Afrika Tikkun’s programmes helped him see that his difficult circumstances could fuel 
his drive for success rather than limit his potential. Through their initiatives, he developed leadership skills and excelled academically, 
achieving feats that seemed impossible for a township school student.

Kelebogile’s proudest moment came in matric when he set records for both his school and the entire township. Kelebogile achieved 
7 distinctions, passing Maths and Physical Science with 100%, and was in the Top Ten nationally. This achievement brought joy not 
only to his mother and teachers but also caught the attention of the Gauteng MEC. Today, Kelebogile is studying Actuarial Sciences 
at Wits University as a Moshal Scholarship recipient – an opportunity that came through his connection with Afrika Tikkun.

In the true spirit of tikkun olam, Kelebogile now tutors grades 9-12 students at the Wings of Life centre. Seeing the impact he can have on 
these young minds brings him immense satisfaction. His journey from a vendor’s son to a university student proves that with the right 
support and determination, township youth can achieve extraordinary things. Afrika Tikkun didn’t just change his life; they transformed 
his family’s entire future.

As we commemorate Freedom Month and Pesach, Kelebogile’s story resonates deeply with the themes of liberation and hope. The legacy 
of Afrika Tikkun’s Chief-Patron-In-Memoriam, Nelson Mandela along with one of its remarkable founders, Bertie Lubner, has afforded 
young people like Kelebogile the freedom to access quality education and, therefore, the freedom to economic and social emancipation.

Nelson Mandela’s vision of a society where every child has the opportunity to thrive is alive through Afrika Tikkun’s work. The organisation’s 
commitment to empowering township youth ensures that they can break free from the chains of poverty and build brighter futures. 
Kelebogile’s success is a testament to the power of investing in young people – it changes not just one life, but entire communities.

Join us in celebrating the remarkable impact of Afrika Tikkun and the enduring legacy of the late Nelson Mandela and Bertie Lubner. 
Together, we can continue to provide the freedom to access quality education and create pathways to economic and social emancipation 
for countless young people. Stand up and be part of palpable impact and a movement for meaningful change! 

Go to Afrika Tikkun/www.afrikatikkun.org to find out more about how you can shape the future of young people like Kelebogile.

From Counting Sweets to Calculating Futures:
Kelebogile’s  Afrika Tikkun Journey
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For seven performances in South Africa, TAYLOR: 
A Tribute to the Eras of Taylor Swift, brought the 
Swiftie energy and experience to those who 

missed seeing the singer herself on her record-breaking 
world tour.

Though there’s an Eras Tour film on Disney + that I can 
watch any time I want, nothing beats seeing and hearing 
the songs performed live right in front of me.

Josette Klausen, a performer from New Zealand and a 
bona fide Swiftie in her own right, brought Taylor Swift as 
close as possible to our lives. With her blonde hair styled 
like Swift’s long locks with bangs, sparkling dresses, and 

piercing blue eyes, it wouldn’t be surprising if a few fans 
mistook Klausen for Swift herself.

Being at the tribute concert was the night of 
community and girlhood that being a Swiftie entails. It 
didn’t matter if you came on your own, for your child, or 
with a group of friends for a girls’ night out, you were part 
of the Swiftie community that came together to dance 
and sing the night away.

Johannesburg Swifties donned their cowboy boots, 
sparkly jackets or dresses, themed outfits, or Swift 
merchandise for the occasion.

When the clock counted down to midnight, and 

Klausen emerged to the sounds 
of the song Cruel Summer, just 
like Swift does, the crowd became 
electric. Everyone jumped to their feet to dance.

Klausen embodied Swift, using the same mannerisms, 
which was combined with the impeccable detail of the 
production. Everything from costumes to choreography 
was a replica of what Swift uses on the Eras Tour. A 
personal favourite was the Reputation-era performance, 
which featured a near-exact copy of her iconic bodysuit 
with sparkling red snakes.

A tribute to all that it means to be a Swiftie
lee tanklereview

Josette Klausen 
as Taylor Swift

Ph
ot

o:
 S

ho
w

tim
e 

Au
st

ra
lia

When Klausen and her talented dancers did a piece 
of choreography that I had ingrained in my brain 
from watching the Eras Tour film, as well as the grainy 
livestreams of the shows, my little Swiftie heart soared as 
I joined in.

There was something very special about being in a 
room full of Swifties just like me. It couldn’t be replicated 
sitting at home watching the film or livestreams.

Watching the young girls who were the same age 
I was when I first discovered Swift’s music singing 
with all their might and dancing with their friends, it 
demonstrated that Swift’s music and performances are 
about more than the music itself; they are about the 
community that Swifties have. There wasn’t one ounce 
of jealousy in the crowd when one young Swiftie was 
plucked from the audience and brought on stage to get 
the 22 hat, a tradition started on the Eras Tour, when a 
young Swiftie is chosen to get the hat that Swift wears 
while she sings the song 22.

The show ended with two special performances from 
the Speak Now era. Though we had spent about an hour 
and a half and just under 30 songs together, I couldn’t 
think of a better song to end the evening with than Long 
Live. The theatre was lit with cell phone lights and we 
were unified in singing the song that signifies everything 
the Eras Tour experience is. Everyone present will have 
told their friends how the crowd went wild.

I left the Joburg Theatre that night filled with Swiftie 
love. Though it wasn’t the real thing, I will remember it as 
I sing, “Long live all the magic we made and bring on all 
the pretenders.”

• �Lee Tankle is a junior reporter at the SA Jewish Report.








