
For more information 011 789 7422 • info@rkauctioneers.co.za • www.rkauctioneers.co.za
Bram Fischer Centre, Lower Ground, 95 Bram Fischer Drive, Cnr George Street, Ferndale, 2194

LIVE ONLINE NOW

Autumn Wunderkammer Auction 
Until Sunday, 18th May 

Joan Miró, 
Untitled (1964)

R50 000 - R80 000

Ladies Jahan Aqueduo  
   tank watch
     R185 000 - R285 000

14K rose gold and 
diamond eternity ring
R50 000 - R70 000

SCAN THE QR CODE TO  
REGISTER & DOWNLOAD OUR APP

Louis Vuitton  
‘Neverfull MM’ tote   
R20 000 - R30 000

Silver-plated 
kiddush fountain
R2 000 - R3 000

Pure silver candlesticks  
in the rococo style  

R4 000 - R7 000

William Moorcroft 
‘Eventide’ vase

R20 000 - R30 000

Blüthner mahogany 
baby grand piano

R25 000 - R45 000

I was settling into my seat when the shouting started. 
“Disembark now! Disembark now!” It took me a 
second to realise that the flight attendant wasn’t 

talking to an unruly traveller, but to the whole plane. 
“Leave your bags and disembark immediately!” she 
repeated over and over. And so, grabbing my passport, 
phone, and my bag, with my freshly purchased sandwich 
from Café-Café, I moved quickly towards the exit.

The pilot had exited the cockpit to hurry people along. 
The look on his face made it clear that he was seriously 
concerned.

In spite of this, the calming voice in my head 
suggested that this was merely a bomb threat or a bag 
that was unaccounted for. Irrespective of the urgency, I 
committed myself to the belief that the evacuation was 
of an “extreme-caution” approach. Which was slightly 
bizarre considering that I had just spent a week in Israel 

meeting survivors, generals, politicians, and soldiers.
It changed seconds later. I was several metres along 

the airbridge that connected the plane to the terminal 
building, when a massive explosion shattered the air. The 
bridge shook. Disoriented for a few seconds, I continued 
somnambulistically up the ramp as instructed. It took a 
moment for my rational brain to readjust. “Interception,” 
I thought, fully aware that the boom was too loud, and 
the air bridge had shaken too much for that explanation 
to have made sense.

I sped up and moved quickly back to the boarding 
gate, where we were ushered to the shelter. I was one 
of the last in, presumably as I had already boarded the 
plane, which meant that I had to remain at the exit and 
watch the activity around me.

I have no sense how long we remained there. Nor 
do I know how we knew that it was now safe to exit. The 

announcements were still going, urging us to return to 
the shelter, but somehow, we sensed that the danger had 
passed and that we were now safe.

Back at the gate, familiar faces gravitated towards 
each other, finding comfort in the shared experiences 
and shock of the past few minutes. One traveller, holding 
a plastic bag, said she had no idea if she had paid for 
the duty-free items she held in her hands. And others, 
desperate to make sense of what had happened, scoured 
WhatsApp groups and X. I recorded a quick video, and 
then inhaled my Café-Café sandwich, mozzarella and 
pesto, with grilled vegetables on ciabatta. I also found 
that I had a double espresso in my hands, but had no 
recollection of where it had materialised from.

It took moments to learn that a ballistic missile fired 
by the Houthis in Yemen had made it through Israel’s 
defence system and had hit an area of the airport not far 

from Terminal 3, where we stood. The 
realisation how close we were to the 
explosion came as a secondary shock, 
and even then, in the chaos of it all, I 
knew without doubt that this thought 
would be the torment that would keep 
me awake as I ruminated on the “what 
ifs” of this past Sunday.

My “fans” wasted no time in sharing 
their disappointment that the Houthis 
had missed their mark. “That missile 
had one job!” lamented someone called 
“Ishamplani”, having hoped that I would 
have met my end at the hands of the 
Houthis. “Burn baby burn!” danced 
another hopeful, while others, fond of 
calling me “Egg head”, contemplated if 
I would be best scrambled or poached. 
I responded that I still prefer, a “sunny-
side up” approach. If that was ok with 
them.

I’m aware how deceptive the 
memory of a traumatic event can be. 
The realisation came to me some years 

ago a few hours after I was attacked 
when driving into my home. When 
recounting the events, I described how two of the 
perpetrators had weapons. One had a handgun and the 
other a shotgun. I explained that the handgun was held 
to my head with the shotgun handler keeping a watch 
from further away.

CCTV footage confirmed the glitch. It was the shotgun, 
not the handgun that had been held to my head. And 
although I would have sworn in court that this was the 
case, I had switched them out. Likely to protect myself 
from that memory.

Which is why each person has a unique response to 
an event.

An hour and a half after the attack, the airport 
reopened, and we were once again allowed to board. 
The pilot whose face is seared into my memory was back 
in the cockpit, and failed to mention the incident. The 
panic-stricken flight attendants were the picture of calm, 
and now greeted us as if we had never boarded the flight 
before. They behaved as if this was a completely new day, 
and soon, without so much as a word of reassurance, we 
were on our way.

As the plane was pushed back, I, along with other 
travellers, was glued to my window on the lookout for 
incoming ballistic missiles from the direction of Yemen. 
As I scoured the horizon, I said a prayer of gratitude to 
G-d, thanking Him for saving me so that I could continue 
my mission. I followed that with the traditional prayer for 
travellers that in future, I would probably say not when 
I was on the way, but while waiting for my pesto and 
mozzarella sandwich. With grilled vegetables. And then, 
I thanked the Houthis, not only for not doing their one 
job, but for reminding me that our job in this world is so 
important that it’s worth them sending ballistic missiles 
to try and stop us.

Which, of course, they never will.

• �Howard Feldman writes a regular column for the  
SA Jewish Report and hosts the Morning Mayhem 
show on Chai FM.
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howard feldmanpersonal story

‘Leave your bags and disembark immediately!’

Emergency services at Ben Gurion Airport 
after a ballistic missile was fired at Israel 
from Yemen on 4 May 2025
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A local shul advertises a time 
management course for the 
community. On the given day, the 

rabbi gets a call enquiring what time the 
course on time management will be held. 
“Six-ish” says the rabbi …

You may have heard of “Jewish mean 
time”. It’s not a compliment. Yet Judaism is 
actually quite preoccupied with time.

Consider that a family in mourning 
observes what is prosaically called “shiva”, 
literally translated as, “seven”, for the 
seven-day period of intense mourning. 
This period is followed by “thirty”, and then 
a “year’s time”. Couldn’t we come up with 
more profound names for this searing 
experience? Because in Judaism, what 
one needs to know, is not how much am I 
spending on this thing, but how much time 
am I giving for it?

Significantly, the Torah refers to Yom 
Kippur in this week’s parsha as “achat 
bashanah”, the one day of the year. We’re 
given 24 hours to focus on our relationship 
with G-d, ask forgiveness, and celebrate the 
intimacy that the Jew has with their creator. 
Twenty-four hours to tap into the deepest 

recesses of our soul and discover the 
Jewish child within. Twenty-four hours 
to tip the scales in our favour. Not just any 
day, the one day.

And here lies the mystery of the mitzvah 
to count the Omer, when we count the days 
from Pesach to Shavuot. As the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe points out, one normally counts 
things which fluctuate, like money, so you 
can determine how much you have. But no 
matter how many times you count time, 
you can never get more of it, so what’s the 
point of counting time?

I vividly recall the first time I entered 
the Rebbe’s holy study after his passing. 
From this room, for more than 50 years, 
the Rebbe guided, inspired, taught Torah, 
and expanded the Chabad movement into 
today’s vanguard of Jewish consciousness. 
Yet, the first thing I noticed wasn’t the 
books that lined every bit of wall space, 
rather I noticed the clocks. A small room, 
measuring about 5m2, had four or five 
clocks. Does a Rebbe even need a clock to 
tell time?

Time management expert Laura 
Vanderkam of TED Talks fame makes 

the point that truly 
successful people 
“stretch time”. The 
more one is aware 
of time, the more one masters time. And 
a master of time gets more done. Her 
research shows that when we say, “I don’t 
have time,” what we really mean is, “It’s not 
a priority.” There’s always time. It’s just a 
question of what you want to do with it.

Similarly, the Rebbe teaches that the 
bridge from the physical freedom of Pesach 
to the spiritual liberation of Shavuot is 
built by valuing time. By actively noticing 
each day, we utilise each day fully. Perhaps 
that’s why the Rebbe had a clock in each 
direction. By knowing at any given moment 
what time it was, he was then in a position 
to choose how to fill that time.

So, whether it’s the 24 transformative 
hours of Yom Kippur, the seven days of 
mourning – G-d forbid, or just noticing the 
gift of today, be a master of time. You have 
enough time. What do you want to do with 
it?

Torah ThoughtIt’s about time

Call Jason  
082 401 8239 / 076 210 6532
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Hearing Aid Batteries Reducedto R40

Rabbi Dovid Wineberg 
Hamakom (The Space) 

Cape Town

Trump says only 21 hostages 
remain alive in Gaza
President Donald Trump said that the 
number of living hostages in Gaza has 
fallen from 24 to 21, meaning that 
three more hostages have been killed 
since the ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas ended in March.

Trump didn’t identify which hostages 
had been killed, but appeared to say 
that three hostages had died in the 
past week during a period when Israel 
is ramping up its offensive in Gaza. He 
made the remarks on Tuesday, 6 May, 
at a swearing-in ceremony for 
his Middle East envoy Steve 
Witkoff, who in January 
brokered the ceasefire 
during which Hamas 
released dozens of Israeli 
hostages.

Trump’s statement also 
aligns with comments by Sara 
Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister’s 
wife, who said in an exchange caught 
on video last week that “fewer” than 24 
hostages were alive.

Her husband corrected her at the 
time, and on Tuesday, Israeli officials 
reiterated that the official number of 
living hostages remains 24. Hamas is 
also holding the bodies of 35 hostages.

At the time the ceasefire ended 
in mid-March, when Israel resumed 

airstrikes on Hamas, the terror group 
held 59 hostages in Gaza, 24 of whom 
were thought to be alive. New signs 
of life for many of them came from 
hostages released at the time.

US reaches truce with Houthis 
hours after Israel bombs their 
airport in Yemen
Israel and the United States often 
emphasise their close alliance, and for 
nearly two months, both countries 
were simultaneously attacking Yemen’s 
Houthi terror group, which has been 

bombing Israel as well as US 
ships.

But that alignment 
ended abruptly on 
Tuesday, 6 May, shortly 
after Israeli jets bombed 

a Houthi airport in Yemen’s 
capital in retaliation for a 

successful missile strike on Israel’s 
Ben Gurion Airport on Sunday, 4 May. 
Hours later, President Donald Trump 
announced in the Oval Office that the 
US and the Houthis had reached a 
truce.

That truce, mediated by Oman, 
didn’t include Israel, which reportedly 
hadn’t even been given advance 
warning of the deal.

The agreement comes at a tense 
time for Israel, which is reeling from 
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the disruption wrought by Sunday’s strike 
and from months of intermittent attacks 
from the Houthis. Several airlines have 
cancelled flights to the country.

On Tuesday, Israel retaliated with a 
strike that, its military said, “disabled” the 
airport in Sanaa, which is controlled by the 
Houthis.

The Houthis have been shooting bombs 
and drones at Israel since Hamas’s  
7 October 2023 invasion, which launched 
the war in Gaza. The Houthis have also 
bombed US and other ships in the Red 
Sea, disrupting global shipping lanes.

Israeli defences have intercepted most 
of the group’s attacks, though some, like 
Sunday’s, evaded Israel’s protection.

That fight looks likely to continue, and 
will now proceed without US involvement. 
Trump didn’t reference Israel in his 
remarks, but both the Houthis and the 
US State Department made it clear that 
the agreement doesn’t commit the terror 
group to stop attacking Israel.

• All briefs supplied by JTA

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with US President Donald Trump and 
Vice President JD Vance in February 2025
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Three reception rooms with gas �replace. Patio with built 
in braai, overlooking a sparking pool and well-established 
garden. Study or walk-in storage room.Eat in kitchen with 
a separate laundry. 5 Bedrooms, 4 bathrooms (2 en suite 
bathrooms).Great security. Generator. Double automated 
garages plus carport. Sta� accommodation.
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Four bedrooms. The main suite boasts a private pyjama 
lounge, dressing room, and spa-like en-suite. 2 Bathrooms. 
Private Study. 2 lounges and a dining room, all overlooking 
a lush, tropical garden. Entertainer’s Patio. Gourmet 
Kitchen, breakfast room and atrium. 3 Automated garages. 
Double Sta� Accommodation. 24-Hour Security.
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Location – security – convenience in this small, quiet cluster 
complex of 7 units. A duplex unit o�ering 3 receptions, eat-
in kitchen, master suite, 2 additional suites upstairs, guest 
cloak, enclosed patio, long, lap pool, private,garden oasis, 
double garage, 2 x sta�, solar installation, and CAP o�-site 
monitoring.
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Perfectly located near all Morningside amenities! This 
secure, pet-friendly cluster o�ers 2 beds, 1 chic bath, 
open-plan living, covered patio, and a single garage. 
Prepaid electricity meter. Peaceful, gated community. Walk 
to Shul. 
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NICOLA MILTZ

F�O�D�P�H�V���W�R�U�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���I�R�U�H�V�W�V�����Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G�V�����“�H�O�G�V����
and homes in the Jerusalem Hills in central 
Israel with terrifying speed on Wednesday, 

�������$�S�U�L�O�����E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���W�U�D�I�“�F���W�R���D���V�W�D�Q�G�V�W�L�O�O���I�R�U���K�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G��
forcing drivers to abandon their vehicles. For many, 
Yom Hazikaron, the national day of mourning, was 
interrupted not only by the haunting siren for fallen 
soldiers, but also urgent calls to evacuate.

Johannesburg-raised Dalya Sacks, a resident of 
Mevo Horon, a moshav located near Latrun and the 
city of Modi’in, said it was a day of sorrow and frantic 
�H�V�F�D�S�H���D�V���t�D�P�H�V���F�K�D�V�H�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�P�R�N�H��

�O�:�H���N�Q�H�Z���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���“�U�H�V���E�X�W���E�\�����������������Z�H���Z�H�U�H��
told to prepare to evacuate. Twenty minutes later, we 
were ordered to leave immediately,” she said. “I told 
�W�K�H���N�L�G�V���W�R���S�D�F�N���I�R�U���R�Q�H���Q�L�J�K�W�����:�L�W�K�L�Q���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�����D�O�O��
seven of us, plus our dog and two lasagnes still warm 
from the oven, were in the car. As we drove out, we saw 
�W�K�H���V�P�R�N�H���D�Q�G���t�D�P�H�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���3�D�U�N���&�D�Q�D�G�D�����,�W��
was so strange leaving the house not knowing if and 
when we would be coming back,” she said.

“All I could tell my children was that nothing 
material matters, what’s important is that we’re 
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����0�\���K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���J�U�D�E�E�H�G���K�L�V���W�H�“�O�O�L�Q���D�Q�G���R�X�U��
passports, and some clothes. We left almost everything 
else.”

�7�K�H���“�U�H�V���E�U�R�N�H���R�X�W���R�Q���W�K�H���H�Y�H���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�M�V��
Independence Day, with more than 3 000 acres 
�E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�F�U�R�V�V���“�Y�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����I�D�Q�Q�H�G���E�\���K�R�W��
desert winds and dry brush. Israel’s Fire and Rescue 
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���L�W���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���Z�L�O�G�“�U�H�V���L�Q��
national history.

The blaze led to the unprecedented cancellation 
and postponement of Yom Ha’atzmaut festivities that 
evening. While reminiscent in scale to the devastating 
�����������&�D�U�P�H�O���“�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���������O�L�Y�H�V�����W�K�L�V���L�Q�I�H�U�Q�R��
caused no serious injuries.

Royna Friedlander and her husband, Ze’ev, both 
olim from South Africa, had just returned from a family 
memorial ceremony in Nahshon when the alert to 
leave that area was issued. Waze struggled to keep 
up with sudden road closures, and what should have 
�E�H�H�Q���D���������P�L�Q�X�W�H���G�U�L�Y�H���E�D�F�N���K�R�P�H���W�R�R�N���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q��������
�P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���D�V���“�U�H�V���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���E�\���K�H�D�W���D�Q�G���V�W�U�R�Q�J���Z�L�Q�G�V���O�H�I�W��
drivers scrambling for safe routes.

“Eventually, we got home to Mevo Horon, only 
to be told that we had to evacuate immediately. My 
�K�X�V�E�D�Q�G���W�R�R�N���R�X�U���O�D�S�W�R�S�V�����M�H�Z�H�O�O�H�U�\�����W�H�“�O�O�L�Q�����S�D�V�V�S�R�U�W�V����
toothbrushes, and whatever else we could think of in 
�W�K�D�W���P�R�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���O�H�I�W�����:�H���F�R�X�O�G���V�H�H���W�K�H���“�U�H�V���D�V���Z�H��
�G�U�R�Y�H���W�R���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G���L�Q���0�R�G�L�M�L�Q�����&�D�O�O�V���F�D�P�H���S�R�X�U�L�Q�J���L�Q��
from concerned friends and family offering shelter. 
Some people were stuck on the road, others were 
holed up in school classrooms.”

The annual Yom Hazikaron Machal memorial 
ceremony, held at the Shaar Hagai site to 
commemorate the fallen, was abandoned at the 
�O�D�V�W���P�L�Q�X�W�H���D�V���t�D�P�H�V���F�O�R�V�H�G���L�Q�����+�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H��
including Machal veterans were forced to leave the 
area fast.

From mourning to �eeing from  
�re in Israel’s worst blaze

“We were just about to begin the ceremony when the 
�“�U�H���E�U�L�J�D�G�H���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���W�R�O�G���X�V���W�R���H�Y�D�F�X�D�W�H���P���V�D�L�G���'�D�Y�H��
Bloom, the chairperson of World Machal, which honours 
overseas volunteers in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). “At 
that point we didn’t realise the extent of the danger. We 
did a quick wreath laying ceremony and within minutes, 
left the memorial site. Ten minutes later, we were standing 
outside our cars on the highway, listening to the siren in 
�V�P�R�N�H���D�Q�G���“�U�H�����7�K�D�W�M�V���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���L�P�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���G�D�Q�J�H�U���E�H�J�D�Q��
to sink in.”

According to Michael Kransdorff, the chairperson of the 
�-�H�Z�L�V�K���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���)�X�Q�G���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�����-�1�)�������P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q����������
workers were deployed in the effort.

“KKL [Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael]-JNF teams worked 
around the clock in extreme, dangerous conditions to 
�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���t�D�P�H�V���P���.�U�D�Q�V�G�R�U�I�I���V�D�L�G�����O�7�K�H�\���X�V�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�H�G��
�V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G���“�U�H�“�J�K�W�L�Q�J���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���V�W�R�R�G��

shoulder to shoulder with Israel’s Fire and Rescue Services, 
police, and the IDF.”

�$�I�W�H�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������K�R�X�U�V���R�I���X�Q�U�H�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���H�I�I�R�U�W�����W�K�H���“�U�H�V��
�Z�H�U�H���“�Q�D�O�O�\���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����%�X�W���W�K�H���G�D�P�D�J�H���L�V��
staggering.

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���.�.�/���-�1�)�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������������G�X�Q�D�P�V�� 
���������������K�H�F�W�D�U�H�V�����Z�H�U�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���L�Q���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���G�D�\�����R�Q���W�R�S��
�R�I�����������������G�X�Q�D�P�V���O�R�V�W���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N���E�H�I�R�U�H�����$�Q�\�R�Q�H���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�D�O�R�Q�J���5�R�X�W�H�������F�D�Q���V�H�H���W�K�H���G�D�P�D�J�H��

Where green forests once stood, there are now 

blackened hills. It will take a long time to restore, 
Kransdorff said.

�7�K�H���F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���“�U�H�V���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���X�Q�G�H�U���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q����
While dry conditions and high winds exacerbated the 
disaster, Kransdorff warned of a darker threat.

�O�&�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���S�O�D�\�V���D���P�D�M�R�U���U�R�O�H�����E�X�W���D�U�V�R�Q���L�V���D�O�V�R��
increasingly being used as a form of terror, intended to 

sow chaos, fear, and destruction. We need to be more 
prepared to combat this kind of attack. JNF is raising funds 
�I�R�U���“�U�H�S�U�R�R�I���Y�H�V�W�V���I�R�U���R�X�U���W�H�D�P�V���D�Q�G���I�R�U���P�R�E�L�O�H���“�U�H�“�J�K�W�L�Q�J��
units that can be deployed quickly by local communities.”

�7�H�O�I�H�G���&�K�D�L�U�S�H�U�V�R�Q���0�D�L�V�K���,�V�D�D�F�V�R�Q���V�D�L�G���I�R�U���Q�H�Z��olim, 
emergency situations could be overwhelming, “Especially 
with the language barrier.”

“We’ve learned how to deal with sirens, but this was a 
different kind of crisis. Since the war began, we have made 
�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���“�U�H���V�D�I�H�W�\���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���V�K�D�U�H�G���L�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���D�Q�G��
�R�Q�O�\���I�U�R�P���R�I�“�F�L�D�O���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�R���D�Y�R�L�G���P�L�V�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
panic,” he said.

“Telfed oversees the welfare of more than 20 000 olim 
�D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�P���L�Q���“�U�H���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���D�U�H�D�V���O�L�N�H��
�%�H�L�W���6�K�H�P�H�V�K���D�Q�G���0�R�G�L�M�L�Q�����7�K�H���V�K�X�W�G�R�Z�Q���R�I���5�R�X�W�H���������W�K�H��
main artery between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, cut off access 
and created logistical nightmares for thousands trying to 
�t�H�H���R�U���F�K�H�F�N���R�Q���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�V���P���,�V�D�D�F�V�R�Q���V�D�L�G��

Environmentalists say the damage will scar the land for 
years. Forests nurtured over decades were reduced to ash 
in hours. Replanting efforts will begin as soon as it is safe 
to do so, but the scale of the task is large.

�$�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���E�H�J�L�Q�V���W�R���U�H�E�X�L�O�G�����R�I�“�F�L�D�O�V���V�W�U�H�V�V���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G��
�I�R�U���Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H�����Z�L�W�K���F�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���“�U�H���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q��
and response measures.

SA’s repair of US relations starts with Israel
DR GREG MILLS AND RAY HARTLEYOPINION

I�I���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���&�\�U�L�O���5�D�P�D�S�K�R�V�D���L�V���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���D�E�R�X�W���U�H�V�H�W�W�L�Q�J��
South Africa’s relationship with the United States, he 
needs to move quickly to demonstrate that the country 

�L�V���W�D�N�L�Q�J���D���O�H�V�V���U�D�G�L�F�D�O���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���U�H�R�S�H�Q��
diplomatic relations with Israel.

�+�L�V���U�H�F�H�Q�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���9�R�O�R�G�\�P�\�U��
�=�H�O�H�Q�V�N�\�\���L�Q���3�U�H�W�R�U�L�D���V�K�R�Z�H�G���W�K�D�W���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D���L�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�W��
on rebuilding its image as a more neutral player in 
international relations.

This change in posture has come about following 
�P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���I�X�P�E�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���D���G�H�“�D�Q�W���V�W�D�Q�F�H��
that was best illustrated by the ill-considered comments of 
our former ambassador to Washington, Ebrahim Rasool, 
�D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�H�Q�L�R�U���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���Z�K�R��
�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���V�D�F�U�L�“�F�H���W�K�H���8�6���6�$���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���R�Q���W�K�H��
altar of populist rhetoric.

But, if South Africa wants to restore its relations with 
Washington, it needs to go far deeper and address the 
substance at the root of the bilateral US-SA problem. A big 
part of that is stepping back from its pro-Hamas and  
pro-Iran stance in the Middle East.

Ramaphosa has already signalled that he wants to 
do this. He recently asked the Mayor of Johannesburg, 

Dada Morero, to reverse the council’s decision to rename 
�6�D�Q�G�W�R�Q���'�U�L�Y�H���D�I�W�H�U���/�H�L�O�D���.�K�D�O�H�G�����W�K�H���U�D�G�L�F�D�O���3�D�O�H�V�W�L�Q�L�D�Q��
hijacker.

And, in replacing the aggressively pro-Hamas and Iran 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�����'�U���1�D�O�H�G�L���3�D�Q�G�R�U�����Z�L�W�K��
the more moderate Ronald Lamola, he earlier suggested a 
shift in direction.

The trouble with Ramaphosa’s approach, however, 
is that he remains in awe of the party’s populists and 
seems unable to bring himself to take a more direct 
approach.

The Johannesburg mayor is yet to respond to his 
suggested dropping of the renaming of Sandton Drive. 
Rather than asking, Ramaphosa should be acting like 
he is in charge, and issue an instruction.

�6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\�����K�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���W�R���E�H���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���/�D�P�R�O�D���W�R���“�Q�G��
a way to parse a shift in approach to Israel with the party’s 
populism when he should be asking him to send some 
strong signals.

The opportunity for a reset to a more neutral stance has 
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���L�W�V�H�O�I���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�X�U�W���R�I���-�X�V�W�L�F�H�M�V��
recent ruling to pause the genocide action against Israel. It 
has opened the door for a reframe. Which is not to say that 

South Africa should 
drop all criticism 
of the conduct of 
the war in Gaza. But its determination to label the war 
“genocide” is out of step with how most democracies – 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���P�D�Q�\���L�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D���J���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���F�R�Q�t�L�F�W��

A review of this approach and a more even application 
�R�I���L�W�V���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���W�R���D�O�O���F�R�Q�t�L�F�W�V���Z�K�H�U�H��
civilians are threatened – for example in Sudan and 
Ethiopia – would defuse a lot of the anger against South 
Africa while strengthening its claim to be a global human 
rights guardian.

If Ramaphosa wants to send a strong signal that the 
country is taking a more neutral position he could, as a 
�“�U�V�W���V�W�H�S�����U�H���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���,�V�U�D�H�O���Z�L�W�K���D���Y�L�H�Z���W�R���U�H�L�Q�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J��
ambassadors in both Israel and South Africa.

And, South Africa needs to think seriously about who 
it will appoint as ambassador to Washington. Sending 
another ideologue or sectarian player will ensure South 
Africa’s continued isolation from the US.

• �Dr Greg Mills and Ray Hartley are with  
www.thebrenthurstfoundation.org
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