
For more information 011 789 7422 • info@rkauctioneers.co.za • www.rkauctioneers.co.za
Bram Fischer Centre, Lower Ground, 95 Bram Fischer Drive, Cnr George Street, Ferndale, 2194

LIVE ONLINE NOW

Autumn Wunderkammer Auction 
Until Sunday, 18th May 

Marc Chagall,  
Psalm 71 

R50 000 - R80 000
SCAN THE QR CODE TO  

REGISTER & DOWNLOAD OUR APP

Pieter Naude, 
Garden of Remembrance
R80 000 - R120 000

David Goldblatt,  
Dancing Class in the MOTH’s Hall, 
Old Court House, Boksburg, 1980
R30 000 - R50 000

William IV  
bookcase cabinet
R40 000 - R60 000

Dylan Lewis,  
Wood Owl 
R40 000  
- R60 000

Regency-style18-seater extending dining table
R15 000 - R25 000
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TALI FEINBERG

Member of Parliament and National 
Spokesperson for International Relations 
and Cooperation for the Democratic 

Alliance (DA), Emma Louise Powell, had to be escorted 
out of an event she was speaking at in Cape Town 
on 7 May, following anti-Israel extremists shouting 
profanities and hurling abuse at her.

Powell’s speech, however, had nothing to do with 
the Middle East. She was speaking about South 
Africa’s strategic goals within the G20 and its bilateral 
relations with the United States, the European Union, 
and BRICS+ (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 
Africa) partners in a talk at the South 
African Institute of International Affairs 
(SAIIA) Western Cape branch.

Audience members attempted to 
stop the extremists and wanted Powell 
to continue her address. However, 
considering the potential threat to the 
safety of attendees, she was advised to 
leave the hall and sought refuge in an 
adjacent men’s bathroom while law-
enforcement authorities made their way 
to the venue. She and her staff were 
evacuated from the premises via a back 
entrance.

While the extremists inside were 
disrupting the event, others surrounded 
the venue, screaming, “We don’t want 
no Zionists here!” They then attacked the 
car of a diplomat trying to get out of the 
premises. This was all because Powell 
recently visited Israel to understand the 
complex realities on the ground.

Powell told the SA Jewish Report that the 
outrage directed at her could be because 
the DA has highlighted the Department of 
International Relations and Cooperations’ 
(Dirco’s) “disgraceful foreign policy 
priorities and the fraternisation of ANC 

[African National Congress] leaders with regimes that 
don’t uphold the most basic tenets of our democracy”.

To add insult to injury, afterwards, SAIIA issued a 
statement blaming the incident on Powell, saying that 
her “position on the Israel-Palestine conflict is at odds 
with the deeply held convictions of many in South 
Africa and the global community”.

However, Powell’s publically-stated position on the 
conflict is in line with South Africa’s official position 
and that of other Western democracies: a peaceful, 
sustainable, negotiated two-state solution. She has 
also consistently condemned extremism on both 
sides, and called for a ceasefire.

“The extremists’ manufactured, selective outrage 

doesn’t represent the views of the vast majority 
of peace-loving, rational South Africans,” she said. 
She believes they are part of a “well-oiled, Hamas-
adjacent propaganda campaign”.

In a statement, the South African Jewish Board 
of Deputies (SAJBD) said it was “appalled” at SAIIA’s 
statement, which “acquiesced to the bullying 
and intimidation, blamed the victim, deflected 
responsibility, and sided with the perpetrators of this 
ambush against Powell”.

It noted that the SAIIA’s mission statement claimed 
to create platforms for debate and to host diverse 
speakers, which implies a commitment to free 
expression. “We’re alarmed that SAIIA’s statement 

failed to condemn those who attacked Powell. It’s 
diametrically opposed to SAIIA’s supposed ideals.”

The SAJBD said that the SAIIA “bore responsibility” 
for upholding Powell’s right to free expression, and 
should apologise to Powell, not the aggressors who 
tried to silence her.

While not discussing the Middle East conflict in 
her speech, Powell said, “I did, twice indicate to the 
protesters my willingness to answer their questions, 
but they chose not to engage in rational dialogue.”

Powell questions why there’s no outrage over 
the fact that South African Defence Minister Angie 
Motshekga just spent the weekend in Moscow, 
“fraternising with Putin’s acolytes after one of Russia’s 

deadliest ballistic missile strikes in Kyiv”, 
and there’s no outrage over South Africa’s 
engagements with Hamas and Iran.

“I visited a democracy that upholds civil 
liberties and democratic processes,” Powell 
said. “I made no comment, given that I was 
there in my private capacity, but it was my 
right to visit Israel, as it is the right of any 
South African.”

The difference, she said, was that “I didn’t 
vow on behalf of my country to strengthen 
ties in the way that [current and former 
DIRCO Ministers] Ronald Lamola and  
Dr Naledi Pandor vowed to strengthen ties 
with Iran.”

Cape SAJBD Chairperson Adrienne 
Jacobson said the incident was “emblematic 
of a broader agenda aimed at silencing 
dialogue and destabilising public forums. 
The Cape SAJBD firmly upholds the 
principles enshrined in our Constitution, 
including freedom of expression and the 
right to protest. However, such rights must 
be exercised lawfully, respectfully, and 
in a manner that allows for constructive 
engagement.”

Rather than engage meaningfully, 

Powell defiant in face of ‘Hamas-adjacent’ hatred
www.sajr.co.za
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DA MP Emma Louise Powell being harassed at an event hosted by the  
South African Institute of International Affairs on 7 May 2025 in Cape Town
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This year, Lag B’Omer, a day of fire, 
joy, and deep spiritual light, flows 
directly into Shabbat. We transition 

from the bonfires of Meron, celebrating 
the light of the great sage Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai, into the glow of the Shabbat 
candles. Is there a connection? What 
parallel can we learn from Lag B’Omer and 
this Shabbat?

This week, we read parshas Emor, which 
opens with a curious repetition:

“Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Speak to the 
Kohanim, the sons of Aharon, and say to 
them …’” Why the double expression 
of “emor”, “ve’amarta” (speak and say)? 
Rashi, quoting the Talmud, explains this 
repetition with the phrase, “Lehazhir 
gedolim al haketanim”, to warn adults to 
guide children.

At first glance, the word “lehazhir” 
implies a warning, perhaps even a stern 
one. But lehazhir also shares its roots with 
zohar, which means radiance. The same 
word used to instruct the elders to guard 
their children’s spiritual purity can also 

be read as a command to illuminate 
them.

What a powerful message, 
especially in the days around Lag 
B’Omer, the yahrzeit of Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai, the very author of the Zohar, the 
foundational text of Jewish mysticism. 
Rabbi Shimon didn’t just preserve the 
Torah; he illuminated the words of the 
Torah with meaning and insight. The 
Rashbi transformed our understanding 
of Torah and inspired generations. The 
mystical aspect of Torah reminds us that it 
isn’t only about detail and discipline but 
also filled with depth, joy, and light.

And perhaps that’s exactly what the 
opening possuk of parshas Emor is telling 
us: yes, we must pass down the laws, 
the values, the sacred boundaries of 
Jewish life, but we must do so in a way 
that radiates. In a way that draws children 
in, not pushes them away, in a way that 
celebrates Torah as a source of joy, warmth, 
and connection.

That’s the role of the Kohanim, the 

spiritual leaders of our 
people, and that’s the 
role of every parent 
and educator today. 
Not only to be transmitters of information, 
but bearers of light. To hand down tradition 
with authenticity and precision, and with 
simcha, singing, and dancing. Like we do 
on Lag B’Omer.

So as this Lag B’Omer melts into 
Shabbat, we carry forward the flames of 
Rabbi Shimon’s fire into the candles of 
Shabbos. And we ask ourselves, are we 
passing down a Torah that glows? Are 
we illuminating the path for the next 
generation not just with what to do but 
why it’s beautiful? Can we articulate why a 
life of Torah and mitzvot is a life of light and 
joy? The only way to do that is to live with 
that light and joy.

Let’s be those who not only warn, but 
inspire, who don’t only preserve, but ignite.

Torah ThoughtIlluminating the next generation

Call Jason  
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ROLENE MARKS

Hamas’s exploitation of the civilian population 
in Gaza as human shields has been uncovered 
in new research done by the Henry Jackson 

Society, a think tank that recently released a study, 

“Questionable Counting”, which examines how Hamas 
inflates casualty numbers in Gaza.

The report, co-written by Major (ret) Andrew Fox 
with Salo Aizenberg, takes a forensic look at how 
Hamas has transformed the Gaza Strip into a human 
shield. Though many around the world view the 
destruction in Gaza as Israel’s “revenge” for the 
atrocities of 7 October 2023, the report clarifies that 
the casualty numbers are due to Hamas’s strategy. To 
effectively understand what happens above ground 
in Gaza and the casualty numbers, it’s imperative to 
understand this strategy.

Hamas is aware that the world responds 
emotionally to visuals of destruction and casualties, 
and it has planned its propaganda strategy effectively, 
according to the report. It reveals in gory detail how 
Hamas intentionally rigged civilian infrastructure 
with weapons, tunnels, explosives, and fighters, “fully 
aware that every dead civilian would constitute a 
propaganda victory”.

The report, released last week, draws on 
“extensive evidence from international media, 
military assessments, legal frameworks, and first-
hand accounts” how Hamas embedded its military 
operations within civilian infrastructure, “weaponising 
Gaza’s population and urban landscape”.

Some of the key 
findings include  
the fact that since  
7 October 2023, the 
United Nations (UN) 

has issued 367 reports filed under the subject of 
“Gaza Strip”. A search of these reports reveals that the 
UN has rarely acknowledged the use by Hamas of 
“human shields”. The phenomenon of human shields 
has been mentioned only four times, in each case in 
only a single sentence, as either an “allegation”, an 
Israeli “claim”, or an unverified “report”.

The report exposes how the UN hasn’t dedicated 
a single paragraph, let alone an entire report, to 
analysing how Hamas has fought the war in Gaza.

Instead, it has issued at least 10 reports critical of 
Israel’s conduct in Gaza. These include accusations 
of “indiscriminate attacks” to illegal “attacks on 
hospitals”. A November 2024 investigative report 
by the UN Human Rights Council accused Israel of 
committing genocide, but the document makes 
no mention of Hamas’s fighting tactics, let alone 
providing analysis.

Similarly, non-governmental organisations 
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch 
released reports in December 2024, each accusing 
Israel of genocide in Gaza. These reports also omit any 
information about Hamas’s use of civilians as human 
shields, in fact there’s little mention of the terror 
organisation at all.

This isn’t a new strategy by Hamas, but it’s 
very effective, the report says. Hamas’s use of 
human shields is well documented from previous 
conflagrations, including 2014’s Operation Protective 
Edge, when journalists went on the record after they 
had left Gaza to share how Hamas had fired rockets 

extremely close to where they were filming, and 
threatened them if they exposed it.

The report also takes an in-depth look at the 
role the media plays in largely ignoring any Israeli 
casualties.

Members of the foreign press have been taken 
into Gaza on several occasions with the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF), which has shown them the tunnel 
system and how civilian infrastructure like hospitals, 
schools, mosques, and private homes have tunnels 
underneath them or are used as armouries for Hamas.

But Fox said the mainstream media had largely 
ignored the reality of the fight. “More than 400  
Israeli soldiers have been killed, and more than  
2 500 wounded. Hamas itself has published more 
than 300 videos of combat with the IDF. It has been 
an industrial-scale war concealed beneath the rubble. 
Yet, to listen to most news coverage, one would think 
that the IDF was bombing empty cities, not fighting a 
fanatical army hidden under civilian homes.”

The consequence of not reporting the full facts 
about Hamas’s use of human shields is having a 
direct effect on Jewish communities, which are 
bearing the brunt of the anger of those fooled 
by the propaganda, he said. Negating Hamas’s 
human-shield strategy also gaslights the suffering of 
Palestinian civilians.

The report is meticulously researched and 
referenced, and an imperative for anyone sincerely 
interested in peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

Hamas’s human-shield strategy surfaced in new report
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Four bedrooms. The main suite boasts a private pyjama 
lounge, dressing room, and spa-like en-suite. 2 Bathrooms. 
Private Study. 2 lounges and a dining room, all overlooking 
a lush, tropical garden. Entertainer’s Patio. Gourmet 
Kitchen, breakfast room and atrium. 3 Automated garages.
Double Sta� Accommodation. 24-Hour Security. 
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3 Interleading reception rooms overlooking garden with 
decked open patio. Well �tted kitchen. Laundry room or 
a Pesach kitchen area. 4 bedrooms. 2.5 Bathrooms. 6 Air 
conditioners, Solar inverter system, Borehole and Jojo 
tank with �ltered water system. Security. Sta� acc. Double 
garage and garage for 4 cars. Double carport.
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Location – security – convenience in this small, quiet cluster 
complex of 7 units. A duplex unit o�ering 3 receptions, eat-
in kitchen, master suite, 2 additional suites upstairs, guest 
cloak, enclosed patio, long, lap pool, private, garden oasis, 
double garage, 2 x sta�, solar installation, and CAP o�-site
monitoring. 
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3 Bed.2 Bath. Garden apartment in a quiet, sought-
after road. Walk to shuls, shops, schools, gyms, and all 
amenities. Main and second bedrooms en-suite (bath + 
shower). Third room-study, o�ce or kids bedroom-your 
call. Additional Separate suite with shower/toilet—ideal 
4th bedroom. Includes 2 underground parkings.
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LEE TANKLE

Within 24 hours of wannabe 
comedian �omas Torr being 
found guilty of hate speech by the 

Western Cape High Court in Cape Town, he 
not only rejected the ruling, but was putting 
out YouTube videos spewing even more 
hatred towards Jews and the judge himself.

Judge Andre Le Grange on Friday, 9 May, 
ordered Torr to issue an unconditional 
written apology to the South African Jewish 
community and donate R50 000 to the Cape 
Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre, both 
within 30 days.

“I will never apologise to the Holocaust 
Museum or any institution in Cape Town,” 
said Torr in his responding video that has 
since been removed from YouTube. “You owe 
me an apology. I will never apologise.  
I will never give you money because you are 
criminals.

“You are explicitly Nazis,” he said. “You 
think you are the chosen ones. You are 
explicitly Nazis, and I’m not going to give 
Nazis money. You are criminals, and I’m not 
going to give criminals money. You owe me 
money.”

Torr then went on to call Le Grange a 
“f*cking retarded c*nt” and “an Uncle Tom”, 
and said that if he were to walk down the 
street, he wouldn’t survive it as people 
would come and attack him.

In Le Grange’s judgment, he ruled 
that videos published by Torr on TikTok, 
Instagram, and YouTube during 2023 and 
2024 were harmful, incited harm, and 
propagated hatred as envisaged in Section 
10 of the Promotion of Equality and 
Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act 
(PEPUDA), 2000.

“Unquestionably, any reasonable, 
objectively, and informed person will 

understand the sting in the statements,” 
he said in his judgment. “It is blatant 
antisemitism speech intended to incite 
harm, to promote and propagate hatred 
against Jewish people.”

Should Torr fail to issue his apology 
within 30 days, the Cape South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape SAJBD) can 
bring a contempt of court application, which 
would trigger a process that would compel 
such payments and apology. His continued 
refusal to follow the rule of law would lead 
to criminal proceedings against him.

Advocate Mark Oppenheimer said 
Torr’s statement calling the judge a “c*nt” 

showed “a refusal 
to apologise and 
to abide by the 
court order. It 
may amount to 
contempt of court 
on two separate 
bases. One where he 
directs his abuse at 
the court itself, the 
other the refusal to 
abide by the court’s 
decisions. It seems 
that both of those 

things have occurred.”
Daniel Bloch, the 

executive director of the Cape 
SAJBD, said that in view of Torr’s 

response to the judgment, the Board was 
engaging with legal counsel to investigate 
what action could be taken.

“�e fact is, he’s come out saying that he 
refuses to apologise, he’s going to refuse 
to pay. He’s called Judge La Grange, a few 
choice names, he’s verbally assaulted the 
Board again. So, we’re exploring our legal 
options.”

Torr chose not to be present during court 
proceedings, and told the court registrar he 
would “kill him” if he ever met him when 
he was contacted giving him noti�cation 
of the court dates. It was just one of his 
despicable responses to these noti�cations. 
�e judge took this to mean that Torr, being 
fully advised and aware of the hearing dates, 
opted not to answer the allegations against 
him and had no remorse for his actions.

In the judgment, Le Grange said, 
“Ignoring the vulgar and crude name-calling, 
his videos and speech promote horrid and 
dangerous consequences, including the 
complete annihilation of Judaism from the 
world.” He said Torr had called for the death 
of Jewish children, stripping Jewish people 
of their human rights, and for them to be 
punished to the full extent of the law.

Hate speech judgment – ‘a warning 
to antisemites’, says Board

Bloch said he hoped the results of this 
case would send a strong message to 
others, like Torr, who wish to promote 
antisemitism.

“�ere’s a precedent set with the court 
judgment,” he said. Incredibly, some of the 
comments following publication of the story 
in the news, such as on Eyewitness News, 
had included comments like “Hitler should 
have �nished the job”.

“We’re going to take on those people,” 
Bloch said. “People need to realise that 
there are serious consequences for hate 
speech, for antisemitism, for any form of 
discrimination. And it’s not just going to be 
a little slap on the wrist. It’s going to have 
real-life consequences.”

Bloch said that though some believe the 
Cape SAJBD went after someone who was 
just making jokes, that wasn’t the case. “�is 
wasn’t part of an act or comedy show, it was 
simply his personal views on Jews that were 
hateful. It was hate speech,” he said.

Said Oppenheimer, “It’s important 
that when the Jewish community makes 
complaints, it makes complaints that 
meet the threshold set by our hate speech 
legislation. �is is a complaint that met that 
threshold. Describing Jews as cannibals, 

rapists, and paedophiles, is quite clearly 
advocacy of hatred on the grounds of religion. 
Torr also called for Jews to be stripped of 
their human rights, which is incitement 
to harm. �ere were even calls for Jewish 
children to be killed. So, it’s quite clear that it 
meets the threshold set in our law.”

Bloch said that for the Cape SAJBD, the 
case was a landmark victory in the �ght 
against antisemitic language because it could 
send a message to those who wished to 
spread antisemitism and hate speech.

“When was the last time someone posted 
such vile, antisemitic, hateful comments? 
Now they’ve been taken to court, and they’ve 
been held accountable. It’s a message being 
sent to everyone out there that this isn’t 
going to be tolerated anymore. So, while it 
may have been overlooked for a certain time, 
we’re now going to act against people. And 
though we’re not saying that antisemitism is 
going to be quashed, hopefully, it will deter a 
lot of people from posting things online that 
are deemed to be hate speech.”

Thomas Torr

Jacobson said, “These individuals chose to hijack 
the event using aggression and intimidation.” It was 
“disheartening” to see extremists “continue to prioritise 
their political agenda over the democratic values and 
social cohesion of South Africa.”

The Cape SAJBD calls on the relevant authorities 
“to take appropriate action to ensure that our elected 
representatives are able to carry out their duties without 
disruption or intimidation. Civic spaces must remain 
platforms for respectful discourse, not arenas for chaos 
and harassment.”

South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) spokesperson 
Rolene Marks said the SAZF condemns “the violent 
pro-Hamas mob” that attacked the event, “transforming 
what should have been civil discourse into a thuggish 
spectacle of intimidation”.

The incident “exposed these agitators for what they 
are: extremist bullies who weaponise violence when 
their ideology cannot withstand scrutiny”, said Marks. 
“Their tactics – drowning out dialogue with antisemitic 
vitriol – represent a calculated assault on democratic 
principles.”

What was particularly chilling, Marks said, is the 
“systematic targeting” of anyone who dares to engage 
with Israel directly. “These mobs don’t seek debate; 
they demand submission through force, employing 
the same intimidation tactics used by authoritarian 
movements throughout history.”

Writing in BizNews, commentator Tim Flack wrote 
that the extremists’ aim wasn’t to be heard as they were 
shouting over one another. Rather, it was to shut Powell 
down. Furthermore, “SAIIA has sent a message to every 
�D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�����V�S�H�D�N�H�U�����R�U���F�L�Y�L�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���“�J�X�U�H���L�Q���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D����
if your views offend the tiny mob, we won’t protect you.”

�O�%�\���G�H�t�H�F�W�L�Q�J���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����6�$�,�,�$���K�D�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
greenlit future attacks on free expression,” Marks said. 
“Today they target those who visit Israel; tomorrow it 
will be anyone who challenges their narrative.”

The SAZF demands that South African institutions 
“stop appeasing violent mobs, and start defending 
fundamental democratic rights.”

Powell has been contacted by an “overwhelming 
number” of academics and civil society leaders 
expressing dismay at SAIIA’s conduct. “SAIIA needs 
to acknowledge that its actions are at the expense 
of open debate, and that this is the real threat to our 
democracy,” she said.

“We are witnessing the legitimisation of mob rule,” 
Flack warned. “What happened to Powell was a dress 
rehearsal for future silencing tactics aimed at anyone 
who dares to question the dominant narrative.”

However, Powell said she will continue to stand 
�“�U�P�����O�+�L�V�W�R�U�\���Z�L�O�O���V�K�R�Z���R�X�U���L�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
upholds the values that so many people in our history 
�V�D�F�U�L�“�F�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���P���V�K�H���V�D�L�G��

See story on page 4.
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