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Ladies Chopard 
Geneve  
Happy Sport 
wristwatch
SOLD R38 000

David Goldblatt,
Dancing Class in the MOTH’s Hall,
Old Court House, Boksburg, 1980

SOLD R120 000

Gregor Jenkins, “Kaapentry” 
dining table

SOLD R55 000

Louis Vuitton ‘Bagatelle’ 
leather hobo bag
SOLD R30 00022K yellow gold 

Jubilee style link 
bracelet
SOLD R90 000

Dylan Lewis,  
Wood Owl

SOLD R110 000

Six Versace for 
Rosenthal ‘Medusa’ 
underplates
SOLD R24 000

Jacob Fenigstein,
Silver shabbat 
candlesticks
SOLD R22 000
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TALI FEINBERG

The University of Cape Town’s (UCT) 
vice-chancellor has committed to 
instituting a formal inquiry into staff 

and students’ support for and engagement 
with United States (US)-designated terrorist 
organisations on UCT’s campus.

This is in response to a group of 
concerned UCT alumni, who wrote to the 
University of Cape Town Fund (UCT Fund), 
an independent non-profit organisation that 
raises money for UCT in the US. They warned 
that the UCT Fund could face serious legal 
ramifications in the US because “under US 
law, material support for designated terrorist 
groups is a crime, and the university’s failure 
to intervene or disassociate itself from such 
activities could be interpreted as complicity”.

Engagement with US-designated terrorist 
organisations on UCT’s campus goes back to 
at least March 2023. Student organisations 
have hosted events where students have 
been addressed by members of Hamas, 
Hezbollah, the Houthis, and Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad, and flags of these groups have 
been displayed on campus and handed out 
to students.

In addition, members of external 
terrorism-supporting organisations have 
been invited onto campus during Israeli 
Apartheid Week (IAW) to address students. 
Signs supporting Hamas have been 
displayed openly on campus.

After being alerted to this by the fund, UCT 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Mosa Moshabela 
said on Tuesday, 20 May, “This moment 
demands careful inquiry and a reaffirmation 
of our commitment to operating within 
both local and international frameworks of 
accountability and legality.”

He said the UCT Fund’s board had 

requested that the university initiate a 
formal inquiry. “We will approach this matter 
with the seriousness it deserves,” he wrote, 
adding that the “regulatory environment 
in the US and the implications of the 
allegations necessitate that the university 
supports the UCT Fund in this regard.”

Moshabela said it was their 
understanding that in US federal law, 
being associated with, directly or indirectly, 
organisations designated as foreign terrorist 

organisations can carry significant legal 
consequences. This includes not only the 
entity itself, but also individuals in positions 
of governance.”

The UCT Fund told the SA Jewish Report 
that its board acknowledged the concerns, 
and that it had “formally requested that UCT 
initiate a review of the matters raised”. It 
also resolved on 13 May, “as a precautionary 
and temporary measure, to suspend certain 
fund activities, including disbursements, 

solicitations and events, pending further 
assessment.”

The UCT Fund operates independently 
of the university’s governance structures, 
has no physical or operational presence 
on campus, and doesn’t set university 
policy. It operates under US non-profit law, 
and is governed by a volunteer board. It 
is recognised by the US Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) as a tax-exempt organisation.

The funds it raises directly support a 
wide range of initiatives at UCT, 
including student scholarships, 
flagship academic chairs, research 
infrastructure, and strategic 
institutional development. 
Funds are directed toward 
student financial aid, academic 
innovation, and capacity-
building.

All this could now be at risk 
because UCT allows student and 
staff support for and engagement 
with US-sanctioned terrorist 
organisations on campus. The 
alumni called on the UCT Fund 
to “ensure that you are taking all 
necessary steps to prevent the 
university from engaging with 
members of terror organisations 
sanctioned in the US”, even 
though these organisations aren’t 
designated terrorists by South 
Africa.

Failing to do so “may 
negatively affect your eligibility 
for continued tax-exempt status 
in the US”, they wrote. “The IRS 
has already shown that it will not 
tolerate providing generous tax 
benefits to organisations that 
support terrorism.”

Despite this, UCT continues to double 
down on its anti-Israel resolutions adopted 
in June 2024. Professor Adam Mendelsohn, 
the director of the Kaplan Centre for Jewish 
Studies at UCT, took the university to court 
last year, asking for the resolutions to be set 
aside because UCT adopted them without 
following its own processes, and they curtail 
research. Mendelsohn also suggested 
that these resolutions could lead to loss of 
funding.

In a recently submitted answering 
affidavit, UCT Council Chairperson Norman 
Arendse said that the resolution banning 
UCT academics from interacting with Israelis 
who have served in the Israel Defence 
Forces (IDF) applied only to individuals and 
institutions currently involved in the IDF. 
However, that wasn’t what was written in the 
resolution.

He also doubled down on why he 
believed UCT needed to reject the 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance definition of antisemitism, saying 
rejecting it would allow for “legitimate 
criticism” of Israel.

In early May, a separate letter from 180 
UCT alumni to UCT leadership, called on 
them to prioritise the university’s financial 
future over its anti-Israel resolutions. Last 
week, UCT’s human resources department 
told staff that “the university is no longer in 
a [financial] position to provide performance 
bonuses and merit awards for 2025”.

In the letter to the UCT Fund, the alumni 
noted that in October 2024, Moshabela and 
the UCT executive elected to “put on hold” 
the vice-chancellor’s open lecture, because 
“the lecture would have had a polarising 
effect on campus”. This was supposedly 
because the speaker, Claudius Senst, chief 

UCT to probe campus support for terror

Continued on page 3>>

Israel’s representative at the Eurovision 
Song Contest 2025, Yuval Raphael, who 

survived the Nova massacre on 7 October 
2023, performs and comes second at the 

contest’s grand finale in Basel.  
See story on page 9.
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Torah teachings seem to be replete 
with the notion of reward. The concept 
of reward (sachar) and punishment 

is one of the pillars of Judaism. We’re taught 
that, “Today is for performance of the divine 
command, tomorrow for receiving reward.” 
G-d says to Abraham, “I am shielding you, 
your reward [sachar] is exceedingly great.” 
(Genesis 15:1).

Our sages confirm that Abraham qualified 
for his reward. “There were 10 generations, 
from Noah until Abraham, to show [G-d’s] 
patience, for all the generations angered and 
came, until Abraham our father came and 
received the reward of them all.” (Ethics of the 
Fathers 5:3).

But something is a bit concerning about all 
this reward stuff. It conjures up images, at least 
in my mind, of an offer of R1 000 for finding 
Tuffy, an adorable miniature schnauzer, who 
has gone missing in the neighbourhood, or of 
$1 000 for apprehending Hooligan Hank, who 
has been robbing banks in the Wild West, and 
is wanted dead or alive.

The problem with these images is their 

inherent optionality. An owner can offer 
a reward if he or she so desires, and a 
passerby can respond if he or she opts to do so. 
There’s no requirement to offer rewards. Nor 
is there any requirement to go after obtaining 
them.

Does it make sense to think that an essential 
pillar of Judaism is that G-d offers us an option 
to get a reward, and we have the option to 
respond? Is it an admirable theory that today 
is about taking advantage of options to be 
rewarded, and tomorrow is about enjoying 
those rewards?

The 10 generations preceding 
Abraham thought so. And in so thinking, 
they approached G-d as reward seeking 
opportunists. And that upset Him.

Abraham was the exact opposite. He 
understood that the relationship between 
G-d and man isn’t reward based at all. It’s 
commitment based. Having a good grasp of 
Hebrew – and of G-d – he understood that an 
accurate translation of sachar isn’t reward at 
all, but compensation, wages, salary. This is 
clear from the Biblical verse that says, “A hired 

worker’s wage [sachar] 
shall not remain with 
you until the next 
morning.” (Leviticus 
19:13).

G-d is looking 
for hired workers who are contracted and 
committed. He commits to paying them; they 
commit to doing the work. G-d wants all His 
creatures to be looked after, including Tuffy, 
and all the wicked to be destroyed, including 
Hooligan Hank. But He’s not looking for 
volunteers. He’s looking to make a binding 
contract in a serious business arrangement.

Abraham was willing to sign that contract. 
And he signed for us, his descendants, as well.

The greatness of Abraham and his 
descendants is the realisation that the reward 
that all his predecessors were seeking wasn’t 
only a mistranslation of the Hebrew, but a 
flawed misunderstanding of our true purpose 
in life of being the fully committed staff of the 
global business called G-d & Co.

Torah ThoughtReward is flawed
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Hearing Aid Batteries Reducedto R40

Rabbi Dr David Nossel

Canada, England, and France vow ‘concrete 
action’ over Israel’s Gaza war expansion and 
blockade
The leaders of Canada, the United Kingdom, and France 
have condemned Israel’s expanded war in Gaza and 
vowed to penalise Israel if the war, and its months-long 
blockade on humanitarian aid, continues.

“We have always supported Israel’s right to defend 
Israelis against terrorism. But this escalation is wholly 

disproportionate,” the leaders – Canada’s Mark Carney, 
Britain’s Keir Starmer, and France’s Emmanuel Macron – 
said in a joint statement.

“If Israel does not cease the renewed military offensive 
and lift its restrictions on humanitarian aid, we will take 
further concrete actions.”

The statement, which also called on Hamas to release 
the Israeli hostages “they have so cruelly held”, didn’t offer 
specifics about what actions the countries might take. The 
Netherlands is urging European countries to reconsider 
their relationships with Israel, and Macron and Starmer 
are both reportedly considering unilaterally recognising 
an independent Palestinian state.

The statement represents a sharp escalation by three 
allies of Israel at a time when the Israeli government is 
facing steep pressure to end its 19-month war against 
Hamas. The leaders noted that members of the Israeli 
government have said they hope that Gazans will seek 
to leave, saying, “Permanent forced displacement is a 
breach of international humanitarian law.”

Netanyahu lashed out against the statement, saying 
that the three countries had handed “a huge prize” to 
Hamas, and vowed to continue the war until Hamas was 
defeated.

Israeli left-wing leader Yair Golan doubles 
down after suggesting Israel ‘kills babies as a 
hobby’
Israeli left-wing leader Yair Golan is standing by his words 

after facing a wave of 
criticism for suggesting 
that Israel “kills babies as 
a hobby”.

Golan is the most 

prominent voice in a growing chorus 
of Israelis who supported the war 
against Hamas following its  
7 October 2023 attack, but are now 
calling for the fighting to end while 
airing concerns about Israeli atrocities in 
Gaza. That mounting critique comes amid a 
storm of international condemnation of Israel’s decision 
to block humanitarian aid from entering Gaza. This week, 
Israel began to allow some aid to enter.

“Israel is on the way to becoming a pariah 
state among the nations, what South Africa 
once was, if it doesn’t return to acting like a sane 
country,” Golan, the leader of the left-wing Israeli 
Democratic Party, which has been rising in the 
polls, said on Tuesday, 20 May. “A sane country 
doesn’t conduct a war on civilians, doesn’t kill 
babies as a hobby, and doesn’t set goals for itself 
of expelling a population.”

Golan’s remarks are especially significant 
because he is a former deputy chief of staff of 
Israel’s military. He gained widespread admiration 
in Israel for driving into the fighting on 7 October, 
singlehandedly rescuing people, and killing Hamas 
terrorists.

Israel’s leaders attacked his comments, accusing him of 
fomenting antisemitism and besmirching Israel as well as 
the military he once helped lead.

“I condemn Yair Golan’s wild incitement against 
our heroic soldiers and against Israel,” Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said “The IDF [Israel Defense Forces] 
is the most moral army in the world, and our soldiers are 
fighting in a campaign for our very existence.

“Golan and his friends on the radical left are echoing 

the most contemptible antisemitic blood libels 
against IDF soldiers and the state of Israel. There’s 
no limit to the moral rot,” Netanyahu said.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog, a centre-left 
politician whose position is meant to be above the 

political fray, called Golan’s comments “a severe and 
false slander” and a “red line”.

In the firestorm, the World Jewish Congress cancelled 
a private talk Golan was scheduled to give to the 
organisation.

Golan’s base acknowledged that his rhetoric might 
have gone too far when he suggested that killing babies 
was a “hobby”, but said he had articulated a powerful and 
distressing reality.

Golan responded later in the day by doubling 
down in a much longer attack on the government’s 
management of the war. He clarified that his criticism 
was aimed at Israel’s leaders, not its soldiers. And, citing 
officials who have called for starvation or mass killing in 
Gaza, he compared the Israeli government to a Hamas 
mouthpiece.
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Left-wing Israeli leader Yair Golan (centre) 
outside the home of UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres in December 2024


