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We are moving
We’ll be closed from 28 May and will reopen on Monday, 2 June for 
consignments for the Inaugral New Showroom Auction at our new premises: 
256 Oak Avenue, Corner Republic Road, Ferndale, Randburg.

Cecil Skotnes,  
Head

SOLD R85 000

Israeli sterling silver Megillah case
SOLD R7 500

Elizabeth II, five-piece silver tea 
service, Emile Viner, Sheffield

SOLD R36 000

Lalique  
‘Roses’ bowl

SOLD R36 000

French Louis XV-style 
 console table

SOLD R26 000

        18K yellow gold  
       diamond and ancient  
    coin pendant necklace 
SOLD R110 000
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Chag Sameach! 
Our next edition will  

be out on 12 June.

Continued on page 3>>

LEE TANKLE

South African citizen Dan Brotman’s worst 
nightmare came true when the Lebanese 
equivalent of the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) threw him into a cell on crossing the 
border between Lebanon and Syria. Worse, he soon 
discovered, he was believed to be an Israeli spy.

“I’ve travelled to the Arab world, and I’ve even 
been to Iran, but this was my worst nightmare come 
true,” he told the SA Jewish Report when he was 
safely back home in London 
after six excruciating days of 
incarceration. He was held 
in horrific, filthy conditions, 
deprived of water and food, 
and handcuffed for most of the 
time alone in a dark cell.

Brotman was part of the 
largest group of Western 
tourists to go to Syria since the 
revolution and fall of the Assad 
regime in December 2024. 
They went for eight days. Brotman was proud to have 
managed to track down one of the six remaining Jews 
left in the country, and he visited a Jewish cemetery.

The group entered Syria from Lebanon, and were 
on their way back to catch their flights home on  
8 May, when Brotman was singled out. Without 
asking any questions, they ordered Brotman away 
from the group and into an office where he was made 
to wait without knowing why.

A group of Lebanese guards eventually came 
back into the room and told Brotman that he was 
suspended. “I had no idea what suspended meant. I 
didn’t know if I was being arrested or detained,” said 
Brotman. “They took my phone, my watch, and my 
wallet. Then they led me to a filthy holding cell. There 
was no water in the cell, and I just waited.”

The first question that Brotman recalls being asked 
was if he had served in the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF). He told the SA Jewish Report, “You have to be 
truthful because, if they’re asking, they know. So, I 
said I had, and it was about 20 years ago when I was 
18, and that I was in an administrative position.

“I was eventually able to convince them that I 
wasn’t a spy,” Brotman said. “My crime ultimately was 
that I had Israeli citizenship, even though it’s just one 
of my multiple citizenships.” He holds South African, 
United States, and Israeli passports, has permanent 

residence in Canada, and now lives 
in the United Kingdom. He lived in 
South Africa for 11 years, from 2001 
to 2002 and from 2011 to 2020.

From the border holding cells, he 
was transferred to Zahlé, a city in 
eastern Lebanon, and then to the 
capital, Beirut, before the end of the 
day.

“In Zahlé, I was put in another 
cell with faeces smeared all over the 
walls. I can’t describe how filthy it was. 

There was no natural light. After a few hours, I was 
handcuffed, and put in the back of a prisoner vehicle 
to Beirut.”

Brotman was assured by his guards that when 
they arrived in Beirut, after what he described as “a 
terrifying journey where I was jostled around the 
back of the vehicle”, he would be able to speak to 
someone from the United States embassy. However, 
he was met in Beirut by more guards with machine 
guns, and was taken straight to a prison cell after 
being bombarded with more questions. They also 
gave him his phone to open it so they could scour it 
for information.

While being held, Brotman managed to write a 
diary to keep his mind occupied and to document 
what was happening to him.

“I slept on a mattress in a very cold cell with no 
toilet,” he said. “I kept asking if I could have some 
food as I hadn’t eaten all day, but they wouldn’t give 
me any.

“I was handcuffed. I was in my clothes. I had to pee 
in a bottle because at least there was an empty bottle 
there.”

He said that for much of his time in the cells, he 
wasn’t fed, and was ill because many in his group got 
food poisoning in Syria.

Brotman was held by the Lebanese General 
Security, the equivalent of the American CIA or ICE 
(US Immigration and Customs Enforcement), and was 
interrogated for each of the six days.

“At first, they thought I was a spy. They went 
through every single photo, every single message in 
my phone, my emails, everything for days and days 
and days and days,” Brotman said.

Though he wasn’t concerned, his family, who 
quickly became aware of the situation, was afraid 
that since the Lebanese General Security was closely 

affiliated with 
Hezbollah until 2023, he would be assassinated.

One of the first questions the investigator asked 
Brotman was whether he had any other nationality. 
“I said, ‘South African’ as I was hoping they would 
just think that I was an American who had served in 
the Israeli army. He then said, “Daniel,” which was 
something I got used to, and told me that I wouldn’t 
be in any trouble, but I needed to be honest. I told 
him then that I was also Israeli.”

He said his investigator asked him about every 
single detail of his life, from his childhood to his 
current life and time in the IDF.

The investigator would constantly come back to 
tell him, “You have to trust me because you’ve got no 
other choice.”

“I heard people being tortured,” Brotman said. 
“There was one man, I believe he was Syrian. They 
took him to the room that I normally slept in at night, 
with a bag over his head. They were shooting him 

SA citizen imprisoned in 
Lebanon ‘for being Israeli’
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Israelis at Hostage Square in Tel Aviv joined mass gatherings around the country on Wednesday, 28 May, to mark 600 days since the 7 October massacre, with one urgent demand: 
bring the remaining 58 hostages home.



Cruel, Crazy, Beautiful World, the famous Johnny 
Clegg album, describes what he saw in 1989, 
but it feels even more apt today amidst the 

constant convulsions of global and 
local politics. Donald Trump. Cyril 
Ramaphosa. Gaza. And all our daily 
hassles and stresses. How to be sane 
in a crazy world? How to hold your 
family together? How to find peace of 
mind and tranquillity of spirit?

Enter the Shabbos table – a 
sanctuary in time that offers every 
Jewish family a precious opportunity 
to reconnect. Every Friday evening, 
as the sun sets and Shabbos arrives, 
the world slows down. Work emails 
cease, phones are set aside, and the 
incessant buzz of modern life quiets. It allows us to be 
fully present with one another, to give those closest to us 
the attention they deserve. On Shabbos, even the busiest 
parents become available to their children, and children 
open up to their parents.

But here’s the thing. Choosing what to talk about 
when at the table is vital. Without thinking, our 
conversations can slip into the same worries and gossip 
that bombard us the rest of the week. We might find 

ourselves rehashing 
South Africa’s political 
turbulence or the latest 
crisis in the news. It’s 
easy for our talk to be 
dominated by the angst 
and anger of the news 
cycle. We might drift 
into discussing work 
problems, or worse, into 
lashon hara – gossip 

about friends and neighbours.
There’s another way. Bring 

words of Torah to the Shabbos 
table. Torah talk is refreshing – a 
breath of pure air in a polluted 
news cycle. It’s grounding, 
reminding us of eternal values 
and placing our daily concerns 
in a higher context. And it’s 
joyfully meaningful, often 
sparking curiosity, debate, and 
inspiration in the best of ways.

Instead of anxiety or 
cynicism, the talk at the table 

brings out laughter, insight, and hope. Even a short 
d’var Torah (Torah idea) can open a gateway to deeper 
conversation. A child might ask an earnest question 
about the week’s parsha, sparking a discussion that leads 
everyone to a fresh understanding. A parent might share 
a teaching from Pirkei Avot that sheds light on a real-life 
dilemma, prompting stories and personal reflections 
from each person. We explore one another’s thoughts 
and dreams, coming to appreciate the inner worlds of 
our spouse, our parents, our children. We discover what 
moves and inspires each other.

As Pirkei Avot teaches: “Three who eat at one table and 
speak words of Torah, it is as if they had eaten at G‑d’s 
table.” The family meal becomes not just an exchange of 
food, but an exchange of wisdom and values.

Sharing this exploration together can be exhilarating. 
Torah learning isn’t a dry ritual, it’s a lively adventure, 
a quest to understand ourselves, our world, and our 
purpose more deeply.

This is what Shavuot is all about. It reminds us what a 

gift the Torah is for us – our Creator’s 
blueprint for life, with all His loving 
wisdom and light in it. As Pirkei Avot teaches, “Turn it over 
and over, for everything is in it.” The Torah isn’t a static 
book but a dynamic, ever-unfolding source of guidance 
and insight. Every return to its words reveals something 
new.

Around the Shabbos table, this sense of adventure is 
contagious. Let’s all begin this new journey on Shavuot of 
talking Torah at the table every week at Shabbos and Yom 
Tov. And bring light and sanity, kindness and wisdom to a 
crazy world.

“Numbers” may be the name by which 
the fourth of the Five Books of Moses 
is commonly called, but in the original 
Hebrew, it’s known as “Bamidbar” (In 
the Wilderness). It’s interesting to note 
that this parshah is almost always read 
immediately before the festival of Shavuot, 
“The season of the giving of the Torah.” 
What’s the connection?

The sages teach that it’s not enough 
for G-d to give us the Torah; we have to be 
ready to receive the Torah. What makes 
us worthy recipients of this most precious 
and infinite gift from G-d? This is where the 
“wilderness” idea comes in. A wilderness is 
a no-man’s land. It’s ownerless and barren. 
Just as desert is empty and desolate, so 
does a student of Torah need to know that 
he must be an “empty vessel” devoid of 
agendas and preconceptions. The student 
must also embody humility, which is a vital 

prerequisite if he is to absorb divine 
wisdom successfully.

As long as we’re full of ourselves and our 
preconceived notions, we won’t be able 
to assimilate and integrate Torah into our 
being. Even if we are already somewhat 
accomplished in our Torah studies, we still 
need to remember – as the Kotzker Rebbe 
put it – that “as much as you know, you’re 
still an undeveloped wilderness”.

The Torah can be appreciated 
only if we surrender ourselves to it, 
emptying ourselves of our ego and our 
preconceptions, rather than attempting 
to adjust it to our own circumstances 
and lifestyles. And then, like the empty 
and uninhabited wilderness, the Torah 
personality may well find himself alone 
and isolated. We might express our 
strongly held values and beliefs, only to 
discover that we stand alone. We might 

display the courage 
of our convictions 
and find ourselves, 
like Abraham, “on 
the other side” of 
the whole world. 
Our principles may well prove unpopular, 
especially should they step on toes or upset 
apple carts. No matter. Being true to G-d 
and His Torah means standing by it, under 
any and every circumstance.
May the literal title of our parshah, 
Bamidbar, and this lessons it conveys, serve 
as a fitting prelude for the beautiful festival 
of Shavuot. May we receive the Torah with 
joy and earnestness so that this important 
festival will be both memorable and 
meaningful.

Shabbat shalom and chag sameach.

Torah ThoughtThe Wilderness within
Rabbi Ryan Goldstein 

Muizenberg Shul
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