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Cape Jewish leader sues after life threatened

TALI FEINBERG

C ape Town Jewish business leader Philip
Krawitz and his family were warned by the
Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation
(the Hawks) in July 2024 to "leave the country
temporarily” because they had “credible information
of a planned hit" on his life.

Krawitz, who is Cape Union Mart's executive
chairperson, and his company, filed a legal
application, which included this information, in the
Western Cape High Court on 17 June. It asked that
the court interdict extremists unlawful actions and
defamatory claims made outside his retail outlets.

Krawitz said that the Hawks later told him that "the
active threat to my life had been resolved’, but they
warned that the "constant escalation of my public
profile” by the anti-Israel lobby “caused concern for
them, as it could reasonably spark another hit on my
life. I had to take the drastic steps of employing full-
time bodyguards and using a bulletproof vehicle."

Cape Union Mart has been "the subject of a
relentless boycott campaign for no apparent reason

With no place to go during Iran’s
bombardment, underground parking
garages in Israel became safe spaces to live.

other than that the company was founded by and is
owned by Jews," Krawitz said. “It's abundantly clear
that Cape Union Mart and | are targeted for being
Jewish. Many of the posters [at the protests] are
simply expressing disgust at Jews in general."

Cape Union Mart and its customers, "are being
drawn into a battlefield about a war we have no part
in", stated Krawitz. "The untenable situation forced our
hand" to approach the court. “The applicants are in
no way attempting to prevent the respondents from
exercising their right to freedom of expression and
freedom to assemble. The relief sought doesn't curtail
those rights.” he said.

The court action follows ongoing protest action
since November 2023, which falsely claims that
Krawitz and Cape Union Mart are funding “"genocide”,
the Israeli army, and the conflict in Gaza, and are
complicit in killing children. Krawitz and Cape Union
Mart categorically state that they have never donated
funds to the Israeli army or Israeli government. Cape
Union Mart has never donated funds to any entities
outside of South Africa, and Krawitz has donated
funds only for humanitarian purposes.

Cape South African Jewish Board of Deputies (Cape
SAJBD) Chairperson Adrienne Jacobson says the
Cape SAJBD "condemns this targeted harassment.
The sustained targeting of Mr Krawitz is not only a
personal attack on him and his family, but also an
attack on South Africa's Jewish community.”

She says the Cape SAJBD calls on management
of the V&A Waterfront, Canal Walk, other shopping
centres, and local authorities to "take immediate
action to ensure the safety and dignity of Mr Krawitz,
his employees, and customers".

However, the head of communication at the V&A
Waterfront, Donald Kau, told the SA Jewish Report
that, "As uncomfortable as these incidents can be,
we continue to uphold that peaceful protest and the
right to protest is constitutionally protected. Our role
is to monitor the protests and ensure there's no threat
to safety”, and "act in a way that doesn't escalate the
situation. The South African Police Service is on site
to monitor and intervene should it deem that the
situation warrants it."

The court application was brought as a last resort
after many efforts to communicate the correct facts to
the protesters failed. A hearing date is yet to be set.
Respondents include several named individuals. The
sixth respondent is unidentified protesters, and the
seventh the Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC).

Krawitz and Cape Union Mart are asking the
Western Cape High Court to interdict and restrain
the named individuals, the PSC, and unidentified
protesters from making defamatory claims that he or
the company are funding “genocide’, the "killing of
children”, or Israel's war in Gaza.

It also asks that the court interdict and restrain
protesters to ensure that they abide by the law, which
would limit the number of protesters to that allowed
by the Gatherings Act; ensure they don't incite hate
or violence; and prohibit people from covering
their faces, harassing, or intimidating customers,
or preventing access to stores. It asks that the court
orders a public apology from the defendants, and
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Our National Jewish
Dialogue needs you

HOWARD SACKSTEIN

+ What would our community
look like if we started with
a blank piece of paper and

designed it from scratch?

« How would South Africa develop if we rid
it of corruption, incompetence, its dark
history, and attachment to antiquated,
derelict ideology?

« If you were given the opportunity to
speak your mind, would you be forthright
and honest about your vision for the
future, or would you couch your words
in meaningless diplomacy and implied
inuendo like our politicians did in the Oval
Office?

Two weeks ago, President Cyril
Ramaphosa announced, with little fanfare,
the commencement of a new, much delayed,
National Dialogue.

The country was justifiably sceptical, for
our president has a reputation for talking
a lot, saying nothing, and doing even less.
The last thing our country needs is yet
another talk-shop that fails to tackle the
real problems which confront our nation.

Many expressed the view that we were
wasting time and money - a ridiculous
R700m budgeted for it — because we know
Continued on page 2>>
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Our National Jewish Dialogue needs you
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and understand our problems. What we
need is strong, courageous leadership that
implements the change we require for a
better South Africa.

At the SA Jewish Report, we believe that a
genuine national dialogue is well overdue so
long as it creates an impetus for real change
that addresses the fundamental issues
that affect our nation, be they rampant
crime; the proliferation of a gangster state;
government corruption; stagnant growth;
civil service incompetence; lack of service
delivery; unprecedented unemployment;
failing education; lack of economic
opportunity for ordinary South Africans;
inequality; the scourge of gender based
violence; or racism. The list is long.

We believe that as a community, we
have much to add to this dialogue, and

Online
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Available
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We want to hear all
legitimate constructive
voices, some of which
will be divergent views
to the norm, and that’s
okay

let’s face it, it’s not as if our community
lacks opinions, it’s just that often, people
in positions of authority are too deaf or
arrogant to listen.

So, it is with great pride that we dovetail
with the president’s initiative, and
announce the National Jewish Dialogue.

We want to hear from YOU, your opinions
and views on matters that affect our
community and our nation.

We want to hear from you about
issues which affect you and your daily
life; about the big national issues; about
communal affairs; racism; antisemitism;
our relationship to Israel; about the way we

country.

We will be asking 100 key Jewish thought
leaders for their opinions, and will publish
them online and through our regular
newsletters, asking people to address the
issues that are important to them. But we
also want to hear from you.

We ask you to please send your
submissions to admin@sajewishreport.co.za.

A few guidelines for your submission:

« It can be as short or long as you want; but
please make your points clearly;

« It should paint a vision of the country
and/or community you want to live in;

+ We want to know what should be
bolstered, what should be scrapped, what
should be innovated, and what should be
decommissioned;

« It should not be intended to offend people
and/or organisations;

« It should not be racist, sexist, or
homophobic;

« It should deal with ideas, not people;

« It cannot deny the right of the Jewish
people to national self-determination in
their ancestral homeland, or be a grifter
for those who seek to do damage rather
than build our community;

« It should contain your name. If you fear
backlash or victimisation, you may request
that the editor withhold your name, as
long as she knows who you are;

« It should be bold and visionary; and

« It should desire to build a better country
and community for all of us.

The last thing we want to do in the
National Jewish Dialogue is to create an
echo chamber where we reaffirm our own
positions and don’t engage seriously with
the fundamental issues which affect us all.
We want to hear all legitimate constructive
voices, some of which will be divergent
views to the norm, and that’s okay.

We recognise that we make progress
through dialogue, some views may make
us uncomfortable, and some may give
us comfort, but all in all, we’re looking
for input which may open us to new
possibilities and ideas in order to build a
stronger more vibrant South African Jewish
community.

Your opinion really does count. Please
don’t pass up this opportunity to build a
stronger, better society.

Howard Sackstein

Chairperson SA Jewish Report

lead our community;
about religious
freedom; and our

Sportsmen or spectators?

Torah Thought

role and place in this

re you a spectator or a participant?
Do you only watch your favourite
occer club, or do you sometimes

kick a ball yourself?

Afew years ago, it was decided to widen
the seats at Wimbledon. Apparently, the
problem was rather simple - obesity. It
appears that fans that admire the tennis
stars in action don't get much exercise. The
chairperson of the British Sports Council was
prompted to state, "If only the admirers of
sport would practice it themselves.”

The parsha this week is named after
Korach, the cousin of Moses and a
revolutionary who attempted to usurp the
authority of Moses and Aaron. His ill-fated
rebellion came to a bitter end when the
earth opened and swallowed him and his
followers, demonstrating to all that Moses
and Aaron were truly chosen by G-d.

But why name a parsha of the Torah after a
villain? Korach was a sinner, and is surely not
a role model for us to emulate?

My saintly teacher and mentor, the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, whose yahrzeit is
observed next week, offered a novel
approach. There's one area where Korach

can, indeed, be a good role model. What
was Korach's burning desire in life? It was to
be a Kohen Gadol (high priest). He coveted
Aaron's position of honour.

Now, being a high priest meant much more
than just fame and fortune, glory, or privilege.
Many sacred responsibilities came with the
job. It was no easy task to be a Kohen Gadol.
There were numerous restrictions - where he
could go; what kind of activities he could be
involved in; whom he could marry, etc. Yet,
Korach was single-minded in his aspiration to
become the high priest.

Said the Rebbe, this is something we can
all leamn from Korach, namely the yeaming to
serve G-d in the holiest capacity, the craving
to be a Kohen Gadol. Would it be that all of
us shared similar aspirations to holiness!
Wouldn't it be wonderful if each one of us
longed for a life of sanctity dedicated to the
service of G-d?

How often are we only too happy to allow
others to handle the sacred stuff. "You can
put on tefillin for me, rabbi." And your bobba
can keep kosher for you; and the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies can fight
antisemitism for you; and Chabad will save

Rabbi Yossy Goldman
Life Rabbi Emeritus
Sydenham Shul

the world for you. And
what will you yourself do? Watch them?

It's interesting that in many parts of the
world, much of the financial support for
religious institutions comes from people
who aren't themselves religious. These are
fine people who really do believe in the truth
of Judaism, but they haven't got sufficient
commitment to practice it themselves. Nor
do they believe their own children will do it.
Who then will defend the faith and perpetuate
Judaism and the Jewish people? So they
sponsor a religious institution to do it for them.

South Africans are obsessed with sport,
but we need to be more than spectators. It's
wonderful to support the activists among us.
But let's learn from Korach, who wanted so
badly to be a high priest himself. Let's not be
content with watching others. Let each of us
participate in the Jewish idea. And let's do it
personally.
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