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Ashul door is set alight as 20 community 
members sit eating Shabbat dinner inside. 
Just minutes later, Miznon, a partially 

Israeli-owned restaurant is stormed by pro-Palestinian 
supporters chanting “death to the IDF”, throwing 
chairs and tables, smashing a glass door, and causing 
chaos. These are just two of multiple antisemitic 
incidents that rocked Melbourne this past weekend, 
4 to 6 July.

In another incident, fi ve hooded vandals set cars 
alight and spray-painted graffi ti at Lovitt Technologies 
Australia, a weapons company with links to Israel, 
early on Saturday morning. Early on Sunday morning, 
antisemitic graffi ti was spray-painted on a vegetarian 
restaurant and a nearby wall opposite the Melbourne 
Holocaust Museum. No link has yet been found 
between the perpetrators of these various incidents.

“For those born after the Holocaust, the anti-Jewish 
racism that has swept Australia since 7 October 2023 
has been the most all-pervasive and frightening in 

our lifetime,” says South African 
expat, Vic Alhadeff. Alhadeff is 
the former chief executive of 
the New South Wales Jewish 
Board of Deputies in Sydney, 
and the former editor of the 
Australian Jewish News. “It 
has been the most sustained 
epidemic of antisemitism in 
the history of this community 
and this country.”

Alhadeff describes the mood 
in the Jewish community 
following the latest spate 
of incidents in Melbourne 
as “a combination of angst, 
concern, and frustration”. These 
feelings, he says, haven’t been 
evoked only by the incidents 
themselves. They have arisen 
because the attacks are seen 
as “further evidence of the 
erosion of the respect for 
difference, which has long 
been a hallmark of this 
country’s multicultural ethos”.

The East Melbourne 
Hebrew Congregation, 
whose congregants escaped 
through a back entrance 
when the front door went up 

in fl ames just after 20:00 on Friday, 4 July, represents 
this open-minded ethos. South African expat, writer, 
actress, comedienne, and director, Gilda Blacher, 
who regularly attends the Chabad-affi liated shul, 
says it is welcoming to everyone. The shul, originally 
established in 1857, has been in its current premises 
since 1877. It is near the inner city, which has a 
largely artsy and hipster community and is across the 
river from more predominantly Jewish suburbs, she 
says.

“We have extreme ‘lefties’ who may very well be 
on the anti-Zionist marches,” she says. “We have 
conservative Jews, many gay couples, hipsters, and 
lots of visiting students at universities in Melbourne. 
It’s the kind of shul where the doors are always 
open, and it is completely apolitical. The rabbi, Dovid 
Gutnick, and his wife, Rachel, are non-judgemental 
and open to the most diverse range of people you can 
imagine.”

The nature of the shul makes the shock about its 

targeting that much more profound, says Blacher. 
“The biggest shock for me isn’t only the desecration 
of a building with such a long history, but that this 
person knowingly tried to burn down the shul with 
people inside. He had no idea that there was a back 
entrance offering an escape. The fact that you could 
do that is horrifying.”

The confl ation of anti-Zionism and antisemitism 
is becoming increasingly apparent and alarming, 
Blacher says. “We’re clearly not a Zionist building. 
We’re a Jewish building. The predominant feeling 
among Jews is increasing marginalisation.” She 
says the attack, coupled with the other antisemitic 
incidents over the weekend, have changed the mood 
in Melbourne. This is especially true of community 
members living outside of traditional Jewish 
areas whom, she says, had never truly felt fear of 
antisemitism.

The attack on Miznon, a trendy, Middle Eastern 
fusion restaurant attracting multicultural clientele 
in Melbourne’s city centre, compounded the shock, 
Blacher says. “You would not, in a million years, 
expect people to go up this busy laneway and march 
into a restaurant and terrify people, Jews and non-
Jews.” Yet as proof of the inherent multicultural spirit 
of Australia, those working at a Lebanese-owned 
restaurant opposite immediately came to the aid 
of the staff at Miznon. They blocked the entrance, 
and protected the staff as tomatoes – used as table 
decorations – were thrown at them.

Nonetheless, Blacher says the discourse in Australia 
is toxic. “It’s divisive, it’s binary, and you reach that 
point where you think, ‘Do I hide the chai I wear? Do 
I tell my daughter not to tell anybody at university 
that she’s Jewish? Do we shuffl e quietly into shul, 
and hope that no-one notices us? Do we retreat 
into ghettos? What’s the response to this level of 
absolute hatred?’ Something has shifted for me. I feel 
vulnerable in a way that I never had before.”

Angelo Loras, a 34-year-old man from Sydney, has 
since been charged with the arson attack on the shul, 

Hate crimes darken mood in Melbourne
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Gone but never forgotten
South African olim and other residents take to 

the streets of Beit Shemesh on Wednesday in a 

memorial procession for Staff Sergeant Moshe 

Shmuel Noll, who died this week in Gaza
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The East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation 
before the incident on 4 July



PHILISSA CRAMER – JTA

T�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�L�P�H���,�V�U�D�H�O���D�Q�G���+�D�P�D�V���V�W�U�X�F�N���D���F�H�D�V�H�“�U�H��
in their war in early 2025, 38 hostages were 
released, almost all of them living.

Since then, Israel has retrieved the bodies of nine 
other hostages taken during Hamas’s 7 October 2023 
attack on Israel, while United States President Donald 
Trump negotiated the release of Edan Alexander, a 
soldier who had been the last living American-Israeli in 
�*�D�]�D�����$�Q�G���R�I�“�F�L�D�O�V���F�R�Q�Y�H�\�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���W�Z�R���K�R�V�W�D�J�H�V��
�Z�K�R���K�D�G�Q�M�W���E�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�“�U�P�H�G���G�H�D�G���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���I�D�F�W���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U��
living.

That leaves 20 living hostages – all young men – and 
30 deceased ones on the verge of what could be another 
�F�H�D�V�H�“�U�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�O�I���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G�����$�O�O���R�I���W�K�H��

living hostages are in poor condition after 21 months of 
captivity, Israeli legislators were reportedly told during a 
�E�U�L�H�“�Q�J���R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\���������-�X�O�\��

These are the remaining hostages presumed to be 
alive, and what we know about them:

Matan Angrest: Angrest, 22, was serving as a soldier 
on 7 October, and was seized from his burning tank at 
Kibbutz Nahal Oz. Released hostages disclosed that he 
was chained and beaten in captivity and suffered severe 
injuries. He appeared in one video released by Hamas in 
�-�X�O�\���������������D�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���-�X�O�\���������������D�V���P�R�P�H�Q�W�X�P���Z�D�V��
building toward a potential deal.

Gali Berman: Berman, 27, was kidnapped from 
his home on Kibbutz Kfar Aza. A relative said they 
had received a sign of life for both brothers – the only 
remaining living hostages from their ravaged kibbutz – 

�G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�H�D�V�H�“�U�H���L�Q���H�D�U�O�\������������
Ziv Berman: like his twin brother, Gali, Ziv, 27, was 

kidnapped from his home on Kibbutz Kfar Aza. A sign 
of life was also received for him in February 2025, but 
�R�I�“�F�L�D�O�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���W�Z�R���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J��
held separately.

Elkana Bohbot: abducted from the Nova festival, 
�%�R�K�E�R�W�������������Z�D�V���“�O�P�H�G���E�H�L�Q�J���E�H�D�W�H�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�H���Z�D�V��
taken to Gaza. His family, which includes a young son, 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���V�L�J�Q���R�I���O�L�I�H���I�R�U���%�R�K�E�R�W���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�F�H�D�V�H�“�U�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����+�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���V�D�L�G���K�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G��
hope, through a freed hostage, that they would 
continue to hold a market stall where he planned to 

open an ice cream shop. They are.
Rom Braslavski: Braslavski, 21, was abducted while 

working as a security guard at the Nova festival during a 
break in his army service. His family had received no sign 
of life until March 2025, when a released hostage said he 

had formed a friendship with Braslavski in Gaza. Hamas 
released a video featuring Braslavski in April 2025.

Nimrod Cohen: Cohen, 20, was captured from a tank 
on his base near the Gaza border. His family received 
both a message from Nimrod through a released 
hostage – “I’m OK, don’t worry, I love you,” they said he 
said – as well as visual evidence of his state. Though his 
face was obscured in a video Hamas released showing 
hostages bidding farewell to Yair Horn, who was freed 
�L�Q���W�K�H���“�U�V�W���S�K�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�H�D�V�H�“�U�H�����K�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H�G��

Nimrod’s tattoo.
Ariel Cunio: taken hostage with his girlfriend from 

Kibbutz Nir Oz, Cunio, 28, is half of one of multiple 
sibling pairs who remain in Gaza. His mother said in 
�$�X�J�X�V�W�������������W�K�D�W���V�K�H���K�D�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q���R�I���O�L�I�H���I�U�R�P��

him and his brother. His partner, Arbel 
�<�H�K�X�G�����Z�D�V���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�G���L�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���D�I�W�H�U���E�H�L�Q�J��
held without any contact with other Israelis 
for nearly 500 days.

David Cunio: Cunio, the brother of Ariel 
Cunio, 35, was taken hostage from his home 
along with his wife, their twin daughters, 
his sister-in-law and her daughter. All were 
released in November 2023 except for him. 
�$�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���$�X�J�X�V�W�������������V�L�J�Q���R�I���O�L�I�H�����K�L�V���Z�L�I�H��
said the family received another in February 
2025. “David is alive,” Sharon Aloni Cunio 
told Channel 12 news. “And that gives us so 
much strength and so much air to breathe.” 

�+�L�V���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�V���W�X�U�Q�H�G���“�Y�H���L�Q���-�X�O�\������������
Evyatar David: �'�D�Y�L�G�������������Z�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���K�R�V�W�D�J�H���D�W���W�K�H��

Nova festival along with his best friend, Guy Gilboa-
Dalal. A sign of life came for him in February 2025 
when Hamas brought him to view other hostages being 
released.

Guy Gilboa-Dalal:���*�L�O�E�R�D���'�D�O�D�O�������������Z�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q��
hostage at the Nova festival along with his best friend, 
Evyatar David. He appeared alongside David in the video 
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The great sages of Israel wanted 
to insert an additional verse into 
the Shema prayer. The verse 

comes from our Torah portion in which 
the prophet Bilaam blesses Israel saying, 
“Behold, like a lion he crouches and lies 
down – and like a lioness, who dares rouse 
him?”

Only a few verses earlier, the Torah 
cites a verse using a similar metaphor 
comparing Israel to a lion from whence 
the military campaign, Operation Rising 
Lion, was named.

The question arises why our sages 
�G�H�H�P�H�G���W�K�L�V���Y�H�U�V�H���V�R���V�L�J�Q�L�“�F�D�Q�W���V�R���D�V���W�R��
be added to the Shema, one of the holiest 
of all our prayers?

Our sages offer that in the Shema, it 
says, “You shall speak these words [Torah] 
when you lie down and when you rise up,” 
which has a direct wording connection to 
our verse that uses the terms “crouching” 
and “rising”.

The answer, of course, is much deeper, 
as is true of the entire Torah.

The Talmud explains that a lion 
can never be truly tamed. Even when 

it appears to be docile, when it is 
“crouching” and passive, even when 
one thinks one has domesticated him or 
tamed him, he is still considered a muad, 
essentially, an untamed animal that can 
attack in an instant. The lion therefore 
doesn’t – cannot – have a master.

While other wild animals can be tamed 
or trained to be obedient and docile, 
not so a lion. When a lion crouches and 
appears to be submissive, it’s only because 
he chooses to behave that way.

The Shema���L�V���W�K�H���H�V�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���-�H�Z�L�V�K��
nation. It’s the ageless declaration of faith 
– simply yet profoundly stating that the 
�-�H�Z���K�D�V���Q�R���P�D�V�W�H�U���R�Q���H�D�U�W�K�����+�L�V���P�D�V�W�H�U���L�V��
only G-d Almighty.

�7�K�H���-�H�Z���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���V�X�E�M�X�J�D�W�H�G���E�\���D�Q�\��
force in creation. Even in exile, in other 
words, when in a state of “crouching”, the 
�-�H�Z���L�V���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���V�S�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J��
up and unleashing his latent, ferocious 
power.

Throughout history, despite efforts by 
�V�R���P�D�Q�\���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���D�Q�Q�L�K�L�O�D�W�H���W�K�H���-�H�Z�����W�R��
�L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�H���K�L�P�����W�R���V�H�G�X�F�H���K�L�P���Z�L�W�K���U�L�F�K�H�V����
honour, or glory to adopt their ways, the 

Torah Thought
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�-�H�Z���K�D�V���G�H�“�H�G���W�K�H�P��
all. We are a people unable to remain docile 
or restrained if our faith is challenged, when 
�R�X�U���H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H���L�V���W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G�����7�K�H���-�H�Z���L�V���D���O�L�R�Q��
– born free to remain free to serve with love 
and obedience only G-d, our Father.

Thus the sages wanted to place this verse 
in the Shema, as it cuts to the very core of 
�Z�K�R���W�K�H���-�H�Z���L�V�����7�K�H��Shema���G�H�“�Q�H�V���W�K�H���-�H�Z����
whose yoke is under only that of the one true 
G-d.

Operation Rising Lion demonstrated this 
�R�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�����:�K�H�Q���W�K�H���-�H�Z���D�V�V�H�U�W�V���K�L�V���S�R�Z�H�U����
there’s no force in nature nor in creation that 
can stop him.

May we embrace this teaching so that we 
may rise as lions to accept our unique calling, 
our G-dly mission, to arise and prevail over 
our enemies, without and within.

May the light of Am Yisrael forever shine 
bright with beauty, pride, and strength.
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The remaining 20 Israeli hostages presumed to be alive in Gaza

Continued on page 11>>

Hostage Square in Tel Aviv 
as seen on 7 July 2025
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