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Hate crimes darken mood in Melbourne

GILLIAN KLAWANSKY

shul door is set alight as 20 community
members sit eating Shabbat dinner inside.
ust minutes later, Miznon, a partially

Israeli-owned restaurant is stormed by pro-Palestinian
supporters chanting “death to the IDF’, throwing
chairs and tables, smashing a glass door, and causing
chaos. These are just two of multiple antisemitic
incidents that rocked Melbourne this past weekend,
4t0 6 July.
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South African olim and other reSIdents take to

« the streets of Beit Shemesh on Wednesday ina
£ memorial procession for Staff Sergeant Moshe

“Shmuel Noll, who died this week in Gaza

In another incident, five hooded vandals set cars
alight and spray-painted graffiti at Lovitt Technologies
Australia, a weapons company with links to Israel,
early on Saturday morning. Early on Sunday morning,
antisemitic graffiti was spray-painted on a vegetarian
restaurant and a nearby wall opposite the Melbourne
Holocaust Museum. No link has yet been found
between the perpetrators of these various incidents.

"For those born after the Holocaust, the anti-Jewish
racism that has swept Australia since 7 October 2023
has been the most all-pervasive and frightening in
our lifetime," says South African
expat, Vic Alhadeff. Alhadeff is
the former chief executive of
the New South Wales Jewish
Board of Deputies in Sydney,
and the former editor of the
Australian Jewish News. "It
has been the most sustained
epidemic of antisemitism in
the history of this community
and this country.”

Alhadeff describes the mood
in the Jewish community
following the latest spate
of incidents in Melbourne
as "a combination of angst,
concern, and frustration” These
feelings, he says, haven't been
evoked only by the incidents
themselves. They have arisen
because the attacks are seen
as "further evidence of the

erosion of the respect for
difference, which has long
been a hallmark of this
country's multicultural ethos".
The East Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation,
whose congregants escaped
through a back entrance
when the front door went up

& East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation .

in flames just after 20:00 on Friday, 4 July, represents
this open-minded ethos. South African expat, writer,
actress, comedienne, and director, Gilda Blacher,
who regularly attends the Chabad-affiliated shul,
says it is welcoming to everyone. The shul, originally
established in 1857, has been in its current premises
since 1877. Itis near the inner city, which has a
largely artsy and hipster community and is across the
river from more predominantly Jewish suburbs, she
says.

"We have extreme 'lefties’ who may very well be
on the anti-Zionist marches,” she says. "We have
conservative Jews, many gay couples, hipsters, and
lots of visiting students at universities in Melbourne.
It's the kind of shul where the doors are always
open, and it is completely apolitical. The rabbi, Dovid
Gutnick, and his wife, Rachel, are non-judgemental
and open to the most diverse range of people you can
imagine.”

The nature of the shul makes the shock about its

targeting that much more profound, says Blacher.
"The biggest shock for me isn't only the desecration
of a building with such a long history, but that this
person knowingly tried to burn down the shul with
people inside. He had no idea that there was a back
entrance offering an escape. The fact that you could

| do thatis horrifying."

The conflation of anti-Zionism and antisemitism
is becoming increasingly apparent and alarming,
Blacher says. "We're clearly not a Zionist building.
We're a Jewish building. The predominant feeling
among Jews is increasing marginalisation.” She
says the attack, coupled with the other antisemitic
incidents over the weekend, have changed the mood
in Melbourne. This is especially true of community
members living outside of traditional Jewish
areas whom, she says, had never truly felt fear of
antisemitism.

The attack on Miznon, a trendy, Middle Eastern
fusion restaurant attracting multicultural clientele
in Melbourne's city centre, compounded the shock,
Blacher says. “You would not, in a million years,
expect people to go up this busy laneway and march
into a restaurant and terrify people, Jews and non-
Jews." Yet as proof of the inherent multicultural spirit
of Australia, those working at a Lebanese-owned
restaurant opposite immediately came to the aid
of the staff at Miznon. They blocked the entrance,
and protected the staff as tomatoes - used as table
decorations - were thrown at them.

Nonetheless, Blacher says the discourse in Australia
is toxic. "It's divisive, it's binary, and you reach that
point where you think, ‘Do | hide the chai | wear? Do
I tell my daughter not to tell anybody at university
that she's Jewish? Do we shuffle quietly into shul,
and hope that no-one notices us? Do we retreat
into ghettos? What's the response to this level of
absolute hatred?' Something has shifted for me. | feel
vulnerable in a way that | never had before.”

Angelo Loras, a 34-year-old man from Sydney, has
since been charged with the arson attack on the shul,

Continued on page 5>>
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The remaining 20 Israeli hostages presumed to be alive in Gaza

PHILISSA CRAMER — JTA living hostages are in poor condition after 21 manytes @i ice cream shop. They are. Nimrod's

tattoo.

captivity, Israeli legislators were reportedly told duff@naBraslavsBraslavski, 21, was abducted whil&riel Cunidaken hostage with his girlfriend f

in their war in early 2025, 38 hostages wereThese are the remaining hostages presumed lodad in his army service. His family had receivesibfingsiggirs who remain in Gaza. His mother

TK H ODVW WLPH ,VUDHO D@QGL#+DBRD W QWX RQRND D F HOOAH “ Wbrking as a security guard at the Nova festival idilfindzalNir Oz, Cunio, 28, is half of one of mt
i

released, almost all of them living. alive, and what we know about them:

Since then, Israel has retrieved the bodies of nindatan Angreskngrest, 22, was serving as a
other hostages taken during Hamas'’s 7 Octobeio2028ctober, and was seized from his burnin
attack on Israel, while United States President DKibhlatz Nahal Oz. Released hostages disclosed ihat ie
Trump negotiated the release of Edan Alexandenas chained and beaten in captivity and suffered severe
soldier who had been the last living American-Isrgeliés. He appeared in one video released by|Hamas in
*DID $QG RI“FLDOV FRQYH\HGXWKDW DQFNKGRWKHR) KLRVWDIHY DV PRPHQWXP ZDV
ZKR KDGQMW EHHQ FRQ"“UP H 6uildithDowaiitd pdterti@) deBl.FW QR ORQJHU
living. Gali Bermamerman, 27, was kidnapped from

That leaves 20 living hostages — all young melmis-taorde on Kibbutz Kfar Aza. A relative said they
30 deceased ones on the verge of what could beaghagbeived a sign of life for both brothers — the only

FHDVH*“UH GXULQJ ZKLFK KD @dmaifingOvhghostddes@dtiheld Gvageo kiblirtz W K H
GXULQJ WKH FHDVH“UH LQ HDUO\

Ziv Bermaitike his twin brother, Gali, Ziv, 27, was
kidnapped from his home on Kibbutz Kfar Aze=A=sig=
of life was also received for him in February 202 larmed a friendship with Braslavski in GazatHama& D X JKWHUV WXUQHG “

I
ank at

of life until March 2025, when a released hostagé ¥aid-¢ W WKDW VKH KDG

him and his brother. His partner, Arl
<HKXG ZDV UHOHDVH
held without any contact with other
for nearly 500 days.

David CunicCunio, the brother of /
Cunio, 35, was taken hostage from
along with his wife, their twin daugh
his sister-in-law and her daughter. 2
released in November 2023 except
$IWHU WKH $XIXVW
said the family received another in |
2025. “David is alive,” Sharon Aloni
told Channel 12 news. “And that giv
much strength and so much air to b

RI“FLDOV LQGLFDWHG W K D Welaked aWdeR featuiy\Brasialski hiApiH2@BE@tar DavitD Y L G

ZDV WDN

held separately. Nimrod Cohe@ohen, 20, was captured from aNank festival along with his best friend, Guy (
Elkana Bohbatbducted from the Nova festivaln his base near the Gaza border. His family reéal@dA sign of life came for him in February :
%RKERW ZDV “OPHG EHL Qatha hhesvdge@om NinRdad thrligh 2 BMasedhen Hamas brought him to view other hoste

taken to Gaza. His family, which includes a yotwogtage, — “I'm OK, don’t worry, | love you,” they iehihbed.

UHFHLYHG WKH “UVW VLJQ Rahid-lashvellRbvisodt sviclende ob M stae Jrhsi@inhGilboa-DalstLOERD 'DODO

FHDVH“UH HDUOLHU WKLYV \Hdadwas bbécE&liht @ided/Hahiak (@ledded idifnStbbgl 8t \he Sova festival along with his be
hope, through a freed hostage, that they wouldhostages bidding farewell to Yair Horn, who wasHwgathr David. He appeared alongside David
continue to hold a market stall where he plannéd@o WKH “UVW SKDVH RI WKH FHDVH*“UH K L&Gorgmiedompaoe 133

Operation Rising Lion
he great sages of Israel wantedt appears to be docile, when it is
Tto insert an additional verse inttcrouching” and passive, even wher

theShemarayer. The verse one thinks one has domesticated hi
comes from our Torah portion in whidamed him, he is still consideredch

the prophet Bilaam blesses Israel sagssgntially, an untamed animal that can

“Behold, like a lion he crouches and lggtack in an instant. The lion therefore

down — and like a lioness, who daresdoes@'t — cannot — have amaster. -HZ KDV GH1HG WKHP

Rav llan Herrmann
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him?” While other wild animals can be tafhéd/e are a people unable to remail

Only a few verses earlier, the Toralor trained to be obedient and docileor

restrained if our faith is challenge

cites a verse using a similar metapharot so a lion. When a lion crouches & U H[LVWHQFH LV Wt
comparing Israel to a lion from whene@pears to be submissive, it's only bebauséree to remain free to serve w
the military campaign, Operation Rising chooses to behave that way.  and obedience only G-d, our Father.
Lion, was named. TheSshemaL V- WKH HVVHQ FlHuRthe \takjdd wantéd. g Klace th

The question arises why our sagesnation. It's the ageless declaration ohfdieShemaas it cuts to the very core
GHHPHG WKLV YHUVH ¥&mpyyeQdrofeubd)y\stating tHaMA/R W K H ShemhalG\H “ Q KIY
be added to tBhemeone of the holiest-HZ KDV QR PDVWHU RbskE kW Kinderlokly EhBt \éiihil
of all our prayers? only G-d Almighty. G-d.

Our sages offer that iBhHkendt 7KH -HZ FDQQRW EH \Oyérafion RsMgH.ien BambrQthate
says, “You shall speak these words [fanahin creation. Even in exile, inotiRQFH DJDLQ :KHQ WK
when you lie down and when you risevopds, when in a state of “crouchindhehes no force in nature nor in crea
which has a direct wording connectionktbZ LV D PRPHQW D Z anldtoR RmVSULQJLQJ
our verse that uses the terms “crouchipgind unleashing his latent, ferociouday we embrace this teaching so |

and “rising”. power. may rise as lions to accept our uniqu
The answer, of course, is much deep&hroughout history, despite effort®by G-dly mission, to arise and preve
as is true of the entire Torah. VR PDQ\ QDWLRQV W Rubdpdpliek, wdhowand WitkiH. - H

The Talmud explains that a lion LQWLPLGDWH KLP WR Nay theligtht Ak LY BralteWe KshihE
can never be truly tamed. Even wherhonour, or glory to adopt their waysbtight with beauty, pride, and strengt
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