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Jews blamed for US bill targeting SA

STEVEN GRUZD

south african e

eWwIS

revealed that former Deputy Finance Minister Mcebisi community. This has been the case since 7 October." "The South African government remains steadfast

scapegoats. The progress of the United States (US)

South Africa Bilateral Relations Review Bill of 2025
through the US House of Representatives' Foreign
Relations Committee has stirred up well-worn antisemitic
tropes.

Dubbed the Jackson Bill - which must still vault
several hurdles before becoming law - it threatens
targeted sanctions on corrupt government and African
National Congress (ANC) officials. It condemns South
Africa’s close ties with China, Russia, Iran, and Hamas,
and it strongly decries South Africa taking Israel to the
International Court of Justice (ICJ).

Republican Representative Ronny Jackson from
Texas said on X, "South Africa made its choice when
they abandoned America and our allies and sided
with communists and terrorists. Today, my bill to fully
renew America's relationship with South Africa and give
President Trump the tools necessary to hold their corrupt
government accountable passed through committee. The
days of allowing our so-called ‘allies' to walk all over us
are over!”

Political theatre is on display. Michael Walsh, visiting
scholar at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies,
University of California, Berkeley said, "The hill is more
of a performative act than anything. It signals to the ANC
and the South African government that the jig is up. The
US government s ready, willing, and able to intensify
coercive actions against individuals affiliated with the
South African government and ANC."

This has encouraged conspiracy theories. On an ANC
WhatsApp group, “Tshepo/Benito" said the Jackson
Bill's advancement “is the consequence of subversive
conduct of the likes of Emma Louise Powell from the DA
[Democratic Alliance]. The South African Jewish right-
wing lobby groups and the Afrikaners' right-wing forces
have been underestimated by the left-wing forces in the
country.”

For context, Powell, who has since resigned as DA
spokesperson on international relations due to threats,

I tdidn'ttake long for South African Jews to be made

Jonas, President Cyril Ramaphosa's chosen special
envoy, was denied entry to the US due to unflattering
public views of President Donald Trump. Afrikaner-rights
group AfriForum has been repeatedly blamed for its
long-term lobbying in the US that a genocide of white
farmers is taking place.

Wendy Kahn, the national director of the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies, said, "Irrespective
of the issue, the anti-Zionist, antisemitic lobby always
manages to make it about the South African Jewish

Chrispin Phiri, the spokesperson for the Department
of International Relations and Cooperation (Dirco), told
the SAJewish Report, "It is important to note that various
non-state actors have consistently sought to influence
South Africa’s independent foreign policy positions.
These efforts often involve attempts to misrepresent
our principles and actions. South Africa, as a sovereign
nation, firmly upholds its right to determine its foreign
policy based on its national interests and adherence to
international law, free from external coercion.

in its commitment to diplomatic engagement,” Phiri

said. "We continue to utilise established bilateral and

multilateral channels to articulate our positions and

address any misunderstandings.” He said South Africa’s

robust institutions and Constitution protected and

served all its citizens.

"Regarding a potential backlash on the South

African Jewish community due to South Africa's

stance on Israel,” he said, "South African Jews are not
Continued on page 3>>

UN refusal to deliver aid — a failure of basic values

"ﬂ"

afamiliar question: why are
the people of Gaza hungry?
Too often, the accusation
follows quickly. It must be
Israel's fault.

This charge isn't only false.
It's dangerous. Itignores a
much more disturbing truth:
that some of the largest
humanitarian organisations
inthe world, including the
United Nations (UN) itself,
have chosen not to deliver
food to Gazan civilians
despite having everything
they need to do so.

Since May, the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) has delivered nearly
100 million meals to civilians across Gaza. We aren't
aJewish organisation. We aren't Israeli. We aren't
political. We exist for one purpose only: to feed the
hungry. And we are fulfilling that mission despite grave
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Foad aid trucks packed with
food waiting-inside the borde
of Gaza while people are starving

threats.

The facts are clear. For weeks, more than 950
truckloads of food cleared by Israeli authorities and
transferred across the Kerem Shalom crossing sat inside
Gaza, just beyond the reach of Palestinians in desperate

- REV JOHNNIE MOORE
Ay need. The food

- - wasn't blocked
atthe border. It wasn't held back by
security issues. It was already in Gaza.

But the UN refused to distribute it.

We pleaded with the UN to act.
We offered to partner with them. We
urged them to do their job. Still, they
declined. They wouldn't deliver the
food. They wouldn't allow us to deliver
it either. So the food sat, untouched,
through the searing summer heat. And
then it began to rot.

This wasn't an accident. It was a
choice.

GHF is on the ground and ready
to deliver aid at scale, with security
§ protocolsin place and operations fully
| transparent. But we are systematically

excluded. Instead of co-ordinating
to get food to civilians, more than 170 international
nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) have called for
our operations to be dismantled. They claim to be

Continued on page 6>>
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Ramaphosa uses African liberation summit to attack Israel

NICOLA MILTZ

resident Cyril Ramaphosa has drawn
Psharp criticism after using the 2025

Liberation Movements Summit,
hosted by the African National Congress
(ANC) last weekend, to launch an attack on
Israel, accusing it of genocide and starvation
in Gaza.

Ramaphosa omitted any reference to
Hamas; the massacre of Israeli civilians
on 7 October 2023; or the remaining
hostages held in Gaza while speaking at the
Kempton Park summit from 25 to 28 July,
which brought together representatives
of six former liberation movements across
souther Africa.

He condemned what he called the
"deliberate starvation of the people of Gaza',
describing Israel's actions as “crimes against
humanity” and "genocide committed by
the apartheid state of Israel. He urged the
international community to actimmediately
to “stop the killing of children and babies
through starvation’, and demanded that
Israel freely allow the entry of humanitarian
aid.

Ramaphosa's remarks were made during
a high-level session of the four-day summit,
themed "Defending the liberation gains,
advancing integrated socio-economic
development, strengthening solidarity
fora better Africa," which took place at
the Radisson Blu Hotel near OR Tambo
International Airport. He dedicated a portion
of his remarks to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, while the summit's stated objectives
focused on reinforcing regional solidarity;
defending liberation gains; addressing
contemporary African challenges; and
charting pathways for regional co-operation.

The president has been criticised for
using the platform to promote a one-sided,
inflammatory narrative.

Wendy Kahn, the national director of the
South African Jewish Board of Deputies, said
Ramaphosa’s language was “full of slogans
and empty catch phrases which belongin a
heated protest march by hysterical activists.
It's unbecoming of a president of a country
struggling to get international credibility.

"Instead of peddling this misguided
and empty rhetoricin front of a room of
liberation movements living off past glory,
they should be channelling their energy into
peace brokering. Slogans don't save lives,
facilitating dialogue is what brings the end
of the conflict closer," Kahn said.

The summit was dubbed by the ANC
asa "critical gathering” to reaffirm the
ideological foundations of the six southern
African liberation movements: the ANC;
Movimento Popular de Libertagdo de
Angola (MPLA); South West Africa People’s

Organisation (SWAPO); 4 ;

mer President
Mozambique Liberation %bo Mbeki and
Front (FRELIMO); " President Cyril
Zimbabwe African I Ramaphosa at
National Union - Patriotic | the Liberation

Front (ZANU-PF); and the = Movements
Party of the Revolution Summit 2025 .
(CCM)inTanzania. It — N
intended to affirm their
"historical role in securing
independence, dignity,
and development across
the region’, and sought
to reassert the relevance
of these movements in
arapidly shifting global
order.

Sara Gon, a fellow
atthe Institute of Race
Relations, placed the summit in broader
historical and political context. "Almost the
entire gathering was made up of former
liberation movements that were sponsored
by China and the Soviet Union in their

including African development; economic
sovereignty; and resisting neocolonialism,
his Gaza commentary stood out for its
tone and intensity. Other leaders present
at the summit expressed general support

for liberation causes and anti-
imperial solidarity. The summit
communiqué reiterated broad
support for self-determination,
including for the people of
Palestine and Western Sahara,
butinflammatory language
was reserved for

The other
delegation with a
direct connection
to the Palestinian

Fatah
Secretary-
General
Jibril Rajoub
attended
on behalf of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization, joining summit proceedings
in Johannesburg before continuing to
Durban for further engagements with ANC
officials. Rajoub's public remarks focused on

Ramaphosa’s podium.

cause was Fatah.

the urgent need for Palestinian unity.

"Unity is the only way to convince those
who hesitate, or those who oppose our right
to self-determination, to recognise the very
existence of the Palestinian people and the
Palestinian state.” Rajoub said during a visit
to the ANC's KwaZulu-Natal offices following
the summit.

Rajoub also held a bilateral meeting
with Ramaphosa. His statements pointed to
intra-Palestinian reconciliation efforts and
diplomatic strategy.

Despite the ANC's longstanding
alignment with pro-Palestinian causes, the
summit's purpose was to prioritise pressing
continental issues and “advance frameworks
forinter-party collaboration; regional
integration; youth engagement; and
sovereign resource governance”. Though
Ramaphosa did address several of these
topics, his stab at Israel eclipsed more urgent
regional matters and the everyday struggles
faced by citizens in these countries, his critics
said.

heyday. Both were represented, even though
United Russia is just Vladimir Putin's vehicle
for pretending to legitimise his relentless
rule.

"Both countries were - and remain -
undemocratic and autocratic,” Gon said.
"However, China and the defunct Soviet
Union were the sponsors of the liberation
movements during the Cold War. The former
liberation movements in attendance have
largely imposed ruinous policies on the
countries they once governed or govern
with decreasing popularity, or seek the
destruction of Israel, or both."

She pointed out that attendees included
The National Liberation Front (FLN) from
Algeria, which waged one of the most
violent civil wars in the 20th century; Fatah;
the Sandinistas from Nicaragua; the Pan
Africanist Congress; and ZANU-PF.

In her view, "In the 21st century most of
the liberation movements are irrelevant.
They have become political parties that have
failed or are failing their populations; enact
policies which hamper economic growth;
and hold back their people’s development.
These entities are anachronistic and
irelevant. They don't meet the needs of
people living in the 21st century.”

Gon said that the summit served as "the
ideal opportunity to rail against Israel and
accuse it of deliberate starvation. Attacking
Israel is the one cause that gives Cyril
Ramaphosa any status, and is guaranteed to
annoy America. The whole gathering could
have been a creation of Monty Python, but its
continued existence isn'ta joke. It's largely
sad and, in some instances, tragic."

While Ramaphosa’s broader remarks
covered a range of critical issues,

Jews blamed for US bill targeting SA

>>Continued from page 1

homogenous. South Africa’s foreign policy positions regarding
the state of Israel are rooted in our commitment to international
law, human rights, and the pursuit of a just and lasting resolution
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These positions are distinct from,
and should not be conflated with, the identity or views of the
Jewish community in South Africa. We recognise and appreciate
support from various organisations, including some within the
South African Jewish community, for South Africa’s adherence
to international law and its actions before international judicial
bodies." It's good Jews versus bad Jews again.

Milton Shain, emeritus professor of history at the University
of Cape Town and an antisemitism expert, said, “When Chief
Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein suggested that South Africans should
support President Trump, | expressed concern that his sentiments
could well result in South African Jewry being identified by some
as a 'fifth column’. It was clear that certain elements would take
umbrage and see the chief rabbi as speaking for the entire Jewish
community. It is, however, crude and simplistic to identify the
South African Jewish lobby as being of consequence. The Jackson
Bill has been in the making for years ... To blame the Afrikaner,
DA, and South African Jewish lobbies for South Africa's troubled
relationship with the US is to misunderstand the US. At issue is
the behaviour of the South African government.”"

Analyst Terence Corrigan said, “If South Africa and the ANC
have been outflanked by Emma Louise Powell, AfriForum, and
Jewish right-wing lobby groups; it raises serious questions about
the capabilities of Dirco, South Africa's diplomatic representatives
abroad, and the intelligence services. Of course, it's nonsense.

"The ANC is wrestling with a profoundly disconcerting reality:
its inevitable decline, hastened by its own incompetence and
venality. To make sense of this, it taps into a strain of paranoia and
a strategy of deflection. All faults are in some way attributable
to someone else, whether political violence, corruption,
mismanagement, and now the failure of what passes for foreign

policy."

J Brooks Spector, a writer and former US diplomat said,
"Outcomes from the devastation of the still-ongoing Gaza conflict
are now encouraging various forms of antisemitic expression as
well as, importantly, conflations of the nature of identity between
Israel/lsraelis and Jews in the diaspora, by others. Some are
opportunistically choosing to assail Jews more universally over
the deeds of the Israeli government, and even to dabble in darker,
more ancient charges and libels against Jews more generally.”

Spector said the ICJ case and Trump's support for Netanyahu
had contributed to growing anti-Jewish sentiment. The desperate
situation in Gaza has "in turn, deepened divisions within
diasporic communities. Increasingly, it is pitting those who
support the Netanyahu government, almost regardless of its
decisions, versus those who believe this conflict - and especially
the way the Israeli military is now pursuing the sharp rationing
of relief aid - is deeply harming Israel’s core sense of purpose
and standing.

"Israel's harsher critics [Jew and non-Jew] are calling into
question the very nature of the Israeli state, [labelling it] a
'settler colonial state’. The lack of a realistic ‘plan B' by the
Netanyahu government and numerous expressions by right-
wing ministers for turning Gaza into a Palestinian-free zone are
giving Israel's critics even freer rein to critique the international
legitimacy of that nation amid violations of international law or
worse.”

Spector fears that Israel's conduct of the war, regardless of
its genesis in the 7 October attacks, will “remain deep stains on
Israel's moral character that may be impossible to erase”.

If this bill eventually becomes law, it could, ironically, propel
Pretoria ever closer to Beijing, Moscow, and Tehran. It has given
rise to naked antisemitism that doesn't even hide under the fig-
leaf of anti-Zionism. Jews can anticipate more opprobrium if the
brittle relationship with the US shatters. How better to alienate
the beleaguered South African Jewish community, already
despised for the actions of the Netanyahu government?
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Dr Brian Jude: the heart and soul of Hatzolah

GILANA LAB

r Brian Jude's dream was to save
lives and serve the community
with compassion and excellence.

He fulfilled it by creating Hatzolah
Johannesburg in the late 1990s.

Jude, who passed away on 23 July after
years of battling with his health, "wasn't
just the strategic mind behind Hatzolah,
he was the engine that kept it running’,
Lance Abramson, Hatzolah's chairperson,
told the SA Jewish Report this week.

Jude was known to have referred to
Hatzolah as, "our life, a family business’,
and went on to say "we lived, ate, and
breathed Hatzolah" in the organisation’s
early days. In fact, before the organisation
had its own premises, it operated its first
training and dispatch centre from the
Jude family home.

Hatzolah Johannesburg was

magazine. What started as a vision to
create a fast, compassionate, volunteer-
based Jewish emergency response
service, quickly became reality thanks in
no small part to Jude, according to the
magazine.

Jude trained first responders; funded
initial operations, and involved his entire
family, Jude's oldest son, Russell said.

"We, his children, were dispatched to
man the phones overnight, read out map
co-ordinates, or jump in the car with him
to respond to calls,” said Russell.

His home wasn't just a base of
operations, it was the birthplace of a
movement, and everyone had a role,
Russell said. "There was never an off-duty
moment. My mother, my siblings, all of
us, everyone was involved."

As Hatzolah grew into a fully-fledged,
professional emergency response
service, Jude remained its compass,
Abramson said. "Even after the team
moved out of the family lounge and
into official premises, his influence
endured. The systems he built; the values
he embedded; and the leadership he
modelled shaped Hatzolah into one of the

when resources were limited, he found
away. "When tensions rose or pressure
mounted, he brought clarity,” Russell
said. His leadership style was described
by those closest to him as purposeful,
focused, and rooted in empathy and
conviction.

More than a decade ago, Jude
underwent a heart transplant. “In the
years that followed, he faced a relentless
series of health setbacks - vision loss;
blocked arteries; chronic pain; and
ultimately, cardiac failure," said his son.
"Yet, through it all, he never lost his spirit.”

He remained engaged in Hatzolah's
leadership, mentoring others and
reminding them what mattered most.
"His smile and his often-repeated phrase
"Yesh li kol [I have everything] became
his legacy of faith and gratitude, even in
suffering,” his other son, Rafi, said.

Russell said that his father was

established in the late 1990s during a
period when rising crime in Glenhazel
showed the limitations of local emergency
services, according to an early Hatzolah

¥

DrBrian Jude
with one of his
granddaughters

-

most respected services of its kind."
But for Jude, his focus was singular:

to save lives and serve the community

with compassion and excellence. Even

exceptional not just as a leader, but as a
dad and grandfather. "There were seven
of us kids," he told the SA Jewish Report,
"and not one of us had a complaint about

SA Netflix filmmaker rejects actor over Israeli roots

TALI FEINBERG

point of reaching out to connect and collaborate, was

devastated when South African director, writer, and
actor Gabe Gabriel cut him short for being lsraeli.

Shaked recently reached out to Gabriel to discuss
working together, and expected a civil and open
discussion that could hopefully benefit both their careers.
Instead, Gabriel, who has films on Netflix, responded,
"Dan, | am a staunch believer in the cultural boycott of
'Israeli’ [Gabriel's inverted commas] arts, and make every
effort not to work with agents of the apartheid state.
Please don't contact me again. In the name of a Free
Palestine, Gabe."

Gabriel, who is transgender and based in Cape Town,
saw no irony in targeting someone because of their
birthplace, while being part of a minority that is often
discriminated against, including by
Palestinians.

All of Shaked's
grandparents
are Holocaust
survivors, yet he
never expected
that he would
also experience
antisemitism.
Fluentin Hebrew
and English, he
is the son of Israeli
immigrants who moved to
Boston during the 1970s, but he
maintains a strong connection with his birthplace.

"It struck me as ironic that | had just finished filming
a Holocaust-themed series, The German," says Shaked.
"The show is an international production with actors from
different countries, educating global audiences about
that horrific period. Suddenly, | was facing the same
hatred my grandparents had confronted. It made me
appreciate deeply what they survived and overcame. It
made me tremendously proud of my roots."

At the same time, he felt "complete shock” at Gabriel's
response, and admits "the emotional impact was
devastating. | was physically shaking". In his long and
varied career, he has never been discriminated against for
having Israeli roots. He immediately contacted family and
friends for support, but battled to sleep and concentrate
as he grappled with the horror of Gabriel's email.

I sraeli-American actor Dan Shaked, who makes a

Gabe Gabriel

In the end, he decided not to respond to Gabriel, as
"no response felt appropriate”. Instead, he "focused on
healing and moving forward from this painful experience.
I refused to provide space for such hatred. Their complete
ignorance of my identity was most surprising.”

Gabriel is the lead writer on The Mandala Murders,
which launched on Netflix this week. He also wrote and
acted in the film Runs in the Family, which premiered on
Netflix in 2023, and still streams on the platform in South
Africa. He proudly wears a "Queers for Palestine” shirt.

His social media shows that he is active in extremist
anti-Israel activity in Cape Town, including regularly
taking part in defamatory protests outside Cape Union
Mart stores. He shared a post on Instagram saying that
Israeli reports of Hamas's
atrocities on 7 October
were lies; and that
the massacre
should not be
condemned

because

it was
“resistance”.
The post
also said
one shouldn't
condemn Hamas's
atrocities.
: He shared several posts that

said that the war in Gaza should "radicalise” people,

and that Zionists can be compared to Nazis. Another
shared post said, "Every cry for Israel's ‘security’ is a

racist trope’, and that there should be "no nuance” when
discussing the Middle East conflict.

Another post Gabriel shared said that "before choosing
Palestine, Zionist leaders scouted” other places around
the world. The post continues with a conspiracy theory,
saying, "This wasn't some ancient birthright, it was a
colonial shopping spree that landed on Palestine because
it secured the Suez Canal; controlled Mediterranean
trade routes; tempted imperial powers eager to meddle
in the Middle East; and offered a convenient climate for
settlement.”

Shaked says he would have hoped that Gabriel would
have "invested time understanding me before reaching
conclusions. My identity encompasses both Israeli and
American citizenship. Current global hatred requires
reduction, not amplification. Artists bear responsibility for
unity and connection through our work, not division."

As a global citizen, "l wished they would examine my
portfolio; understand my craft; know me personally;
and recognise my genuine desire for connection,” he
said.

Shaked graduated from the New York University
Tisch School of the Arts, and studied acting at The Royal
Academy of Dramatic Arts in London. His most recent
work is the Lionsgate TV series The German, which
tells the story of Holocaust survivors in Israel who help
find escaped Nazi, Josef Mengele. Shaked plays the
character of Steven, an American lecturer who comes to
Israel to research intergenerational trauma. The series is
currently airing on the Yes channel in Israel.

His international credits include guest appearances
on NBC's The Mysteries of Laura; ABC's Body of Proof;
and Shonda Rhimes' Gilded Lilys pilot, plus roles in Jobs
with Ashton Kutcher and films featured at the Tribeca and
Santa Barbara film festivals.

South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) spokesperson
Rolene Marks says the SAZF "unequivocally condemns”
Gabriel's "discriminatory and antisemitic actions”. His
refusal to engage with Shaked “solely on the basis of his
Israeli identity is not a stand for justice, it is a display of
personal prejudice cloaked in political rhetoric"

Gabriel's actions "exemplify the moral bankruptcy at
the heart of the antisemitic BDS [boycott, disinvestment,
sanctions] movement, which claims to seek justice
but instead legitimises the singling out and silencing
of Jewish and Israeli voices", says Marks. "This is not
activism, it is bigotry.”

That Gabriel, "someone who purports to stand for
the rights of the marginalised, would engage in such
blatant discrimination, is especially shameful’, she
says. "Rejecting an artist for his identity, not his views,
reveals an intolerance that has no place in any genuine
movement for human rights.

"Antisemitism has always adapted to its time," she
says. "Today, it wears the mask of ‘anti-Zionism’, but the
message is the same: Jews are unwelcome. We reject this
message, and we stand with Dan Shaked.”

Shaked agrees that “witnessing hatred from someone
who probably experiences discrimination themselves
proved particularly saddening. It revealed ignorance’s
boundless nature."

The SA Jewish Report reached out to Gabriel, asking
if he discriminated against all people whose country's
policies he disagrees with, and how he would feel if he
was discriminated against because of his identity. He
didn't respond by the time of publication.

our father. That's rare. He made time for
everyone.”

Despite losing his sight after the
transplant, Jude knew intimate details
about each of his 32 grandchildren.

"He even remembered the name of my
daughter, Sarah's, horse,” Russell said.
"And each grandchild was convinced that
they were his favourite.”

Russell told a story that he believed
captured Jude's essence as a family man.
Just days before he passed away, he was
barely able to speak, but insisted on
calling his 12-year-old granddaughter to
tell her that the cookies she had made
were the best he'd ever had. "That was
him," said Russell. "He made everyone
feel like a million bucks."

Jude's impact radiated outward. At his
funeral, strangers approached the family
with stories that left them stunned.
"Many said the same words, "Your father
was my best friend.’ Russell said. "We
heard that from so many people. That's
justwho he was."

He never complained, despite constant
pain following his transplant, his son
said. He remained a steady, uplifting
presence, counselling others, training
medics, and comforting families. "He
used all 77 of his years fully,” Russell
said. "That's a lesson: whether times are
easy or hard, make them count.”

Jude's roots as a psychologist shone
through in his leadership, Russell said.
"He wasn't just a founder, he was a
nurturer. He helped build people as
much as he built systems.

"After difficult calls, he would
counsel medics personally through
their trauma. He was a trainer; a
businessman; a father who always
made time to kick a soccer ball around
after school,” Russell said. And despite
living under the same roof for 26 years,
Russell said he never once saw his
parents argue. "He loved our mother.
He loved his family. For him, family
came first, and community came a very
close second.”

Jude's legacy in Hatzolah lives on.
Rafi continues to serve as a responder,
and many of the volunteers Jude
mentored are now leading the next
phase of Hatzolah's journey. Jude
believed in empowering others, and
built a system that could grow beyond
him, Russell said. And he future-
proofed the mission by implanting
values in it that would last.

Rafi's eulogy at Jude's funeral
captured the magnitude of the man:
"You were an exquisite father, a caring
husband, and a grandfather only the
luckiest children will ever have," he
said. "You suffered terribly in your last
years, yet never complained. With the
loss of major aspects of your health,
you proudly and loudly said, 'Yesh /i
kol' [I have everything.]"

Jude gave Johannesburg more than
an emergency service, he gave it heart,
hope, and humanity. "May his memory
be a blessing,” Abramson said. "May
his legacy continue to save lives. And
may his spirit forever guide Hatzolah
Johannesburg and the community he
loved so dearly."
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Lithuania green

LEE TANKLE

inding out thata second building is being built
Fover your family's graves is devastating, but there
isn't much the South African Litvak community
can do about the Lithuanian national convention centre
being built on the grounds of the Vilnius Jewish Snipiskés
0ld Cemetery. The project was given the go ahead by the
Lithuanian government on 23 July.

However, according to Rabbi Gidon Fox, a dayan on
the Johannesburg Beth Din, people are “categorically not
allowed" to build anything over a cemetery.

"Acemetery is a sacred and consecrated area, and the
dignity with which we treat the area is the way in which
we honourand respect the deceased,” he said.

Democratic Alliance Member of Parliament Madeleine ~ project would “preserve the site’s historical significance
Hicklin was outraged when she heard about this because -~ and commemorate the events that took place there', he
she believes much of her family is buried there. wasn't talking about anything to do with Jews. He was

Her cousin, Izia Matskevitch, and the whole referring to the sports palace, which was the site of the
Matskevitch family are believed to be buried there, founding congress of Lithuania's Sajudis movementin
according to Hicklin. "I have some documentsfrommy ~ October 1988.
late mother that she did some research fora book thatshe  InJanuary 1991, it hosted the wake of the January
wrote called The Latter-Day Cannibals. Part of the story was 13 crackdown victims, a landmark event in the country's

independence from the
USSR, when 13 unarmed
civilians died after
Soviet tanks and troops
attacked the Vilnius
w television towerin 1991
= 10 take overa national

W broadcaster.

For South African
born Litvak activist
Grant Gochin, there has
been little backlash to
R R R R PNVl these developments as
(OEINEIEWAIRYITRE there's more of a focus
. ()| g|0ba| antisemitism
and the effects of 7 October "which is why this moment
was grasped cynically and opportunistically by Lithuanian
authorities’, he said.

“This prime land is coveted by the Lithuanian
government, which has spent decades deploying
every underhanded tactic to seize it from the Jewish
community,” Gochin said. "It deliberately bypasses the
nearby Christian cemetery, targeting the sacred grounds

lights reconstruction on Jewish cemetery

of the Snipiskés Jewish Cemetery instead. Lithuania's
authorities have never engaged in honest negotiations
with Jews, only manipulative schemes and deceit. Just
as they have whitewashed their Holocaust complicity
into a shameful distortion, they now trample Jewish
history, religious law, and ethical principles with
dominance.”

Rabbi Fox added, "Repurposing the area is a
profound desecration of the site, exacerbated by the
severe implications of disturbing the remains of those
buried there. Jewish law does not allow the standing
on graves and anything done that would see rampant
trampling on the graves underneath must be prevented.

"Jewish law does not allow for such desecration to
occur, and would require the outmost effort expended to
avoid such desecration, failing which, the bodies should
be exhumed and reinterred in a cemetery that will be
respected and honoured going forward,” he said.

Kukliansky said that though bodies are still buried on
the site, it's no longer a cemetery as such. It's just a plot
of land with a building built on top of the cemetery. "We
know this is a holy place, and we don't want the congress
centre to be built there, but nobody asked us."

setin Vilna. Izia Matskevitch was her cousin, and he was
one of the first partisans in the Vilna ghetto.”

However, when Hicklin was made aware of recent
developments by the Lithuanian government to refurbish
the Vilnius Concert and Sports Palace, which stands
derelict on top of part of the cemetery grounds, with
more than 500 graves believed to be undemneath it, she
was incensed, as she now cannot discover the fate of her
family members' graves.

"Il do anything to preserve that history because if
we don't preserve history, we have nothing to leave our
children,” said Hicklin.

The Jewish community in Vilnius wasn't notified about
the prime minister's decision to build a new congress
centre at the site, and didn't agree to this development,
said Fania Kukliansky, the chairperson of the Jewish
Community of Lithuania.

"There's nothing left from the cemetery. No remains,
nothing, no stones, nothing at all,” she said. "A building
was built on the cemetery during the Soviet time. So,
there was a decision to make it a congress hall, but this
decision wasn't accepted by our rabbonim. We were just
informed that they were going to build the congress
hall. They did it without any discussion, permission,
information, nothing atall.

"It's offensive that nobody spoke to us about the
decision,” she said. "We aren'ta big Jewish community,
but we are a Jewish community. And to build a congress
hall, nota memorial on the place where the cemetery
was, it's offensive for the Jewish community.”

The Snipiskés Jewish Cemetery was the oldest and
largest Jewish cemetery in Vilnius, established in the 15th
century in the Snipiskés suburb, now part of the Zirmiinai
elderate, across the Neris River from Gediminas Tower.

It operated from 1592 to 1831, and was a significant
burial ground for the Vilnius Jewish community including
notable figures like the Vilna Gaon.

The cemetery was closed by Tsarist authorities in 1831
due toa lack of space, though it remained open to people
visiting it into the early 20th century. During the interwar
period, Polish authorities planned to demolish the
cemetery to build a stadium.

Between 1948 and 1955, all tombstones were
removed, and the now derelict Vilnius Palace of Concerts
and Sports was constructed in 1971 directly on the
site. Some tombstones, including the Vilna Gaon's
mausoleum, were relocated to the newer Jewish
cemetery on Sudervé Road.

Over the years, there were many proposals to build
over the site of the cemetery due to its prime location.

In 2022, the government, then led by the conservative
Homeland Union - Lithuanian Christian Democrats,
proposed turning the derelict building into a museum or
memorial dedicated to Jewish history in Lithuania.

An earlier government had planned to convertitinto a
congress centre, but the project never got off the ground.
Plans to repurpose the 1971 structure, which has been
unused for years, have been under discussion since 2015,
when it was taken over by the government's centralised
public property management company, Turto Bankas.

Now, the derelict Vilnius Palace of Concerts is to be
destroyed, and a national convention centre built, the
Lithuanian government confirmed.

Though Lithuanian Prime Minister Gintautas Paluckas
was quoted in a government press release saying that the
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Starvation is true, but tell it like it is

tistrue. ereare people in Gaza who are starving.
I Many of the photographs that are going around the

world showing the malnourished state of people are
horri ¢, and most appear to be accurate. What isn't
accurate is who is to blame.

Let’s be honest here, there’s a war going on in Gaza,
awar that began on 7 October 2023 after Hamas
terrorists broke down the border with Israel and
brutally murdered 1 200 people and raped and tortured
thousands more. Israeli troops went into Gaza to
retaliate against the terrorists, and have been there ever
since — about 664 days of war.

ere’s nothing uplifting or healthy about war. It's
horri ¢ and anyone living in the town, state, or country -
in which war is being waged cannot be comfortable. Living in Gaza now must be akin to a
living hell, and it’s no surprise that after so long, the situation is at its worst.

Why is the war still going on? I'm obviously not involved in the negotiations and so am not
in the know as to what is really going on. Both sides claim it’s the other side that is making
things di cult. However, at the negotiating table, Hamas, once again, a few days back
refused a cease re deal proposed by the United States, Qatar, and Israel. But of course, the
United Nations (UN) and Hamas-led leadership of Gaza will blame this on the Jewish state.

Why are Gazans starving? Good question, considering that last Friday, 950 trucks lled
with 2 500 tons of food from the UN and other humanitarian aid organisations were sitting
idle in Gaza close to the Keren Shalom border crossing, according to the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation. e food was lying in the hot sun, going rotten, and people in Gaza were
starving. e food wasn't sent to them to be distributed despite people literally starving to
death.

It seems like a knee-jerk reaction for the world to blame Israel for this and so many other
crises. Hamas blames Israel. So does the UN. So, of course, many of the world’s media follows
suit and blames the Jewish state. Add it to the claims of genocide, why don't you?

However, truckloads of food are going through the border from Israel to Gaza and Israel
hasn’t stopped them going in. So, there’s food in Gaza, and it's a matter of getting it to the
people in need. Israel is certainly not stopping this from happening. However, it doesn’t take
much to nd news reports claiming that Israel is blocking the food from getting into Gaza.
And they quote Hamas and the UN.

First, one cannot trust a designated terrorist organisation with facts. It's not simply
engaged in lies, but manipulation of the truth simply to make Israel look terrible. It's so good
at this.

And the UN has unfortunately and so obviously taken a side and is pushing that agenda,
and has been for a long time now.

We know that the food and aid that has gone into Gaza in the past has been hijacked by
Hamas and, in many cases, sold for ridiculous amounts of money to those in desperate need,
or simply not handed out at all.

Sitting in South Africa, we are so far from the coal face, and it's di  cult to glean the truth
from what we read.

So, we reached out to nd someone on the ground in Gaza who ultimately has no skin in
the game, but knows exactly what is happening.

We found Reverend Johnnie Moore, the executive chairperson of the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation. Moore is an American Christian minister who oversees a humanitarian aid
initiative created to tryand x the awed humanitarian aid system in Gaza so that Gazans
get food. He is known to have been one of US President Donald Trump’s early evangelical
backers, and has had many ngers in mainstream media pointed at him and his organisation.
However, he gives us a very di erent picture to what we are seeing elsewhere. One that
seems to make a lot of sense.

| believe it's important for us to have access to as much information as possible. And
the message from Moore certainly isn't reaching most people who want to know what’s
happening in Gaza and why people are starving.

I recognise that if the war was over, the likelihood of people starving would be much
slimmer. | hope and pray it will be over soon, and the truth will then come out.

In terms of truth, a photograph of ve-year-old Osama al-Rakab recently went viral on
social media. e poor Gazan child looked malnourished and desperately skinny, like a
Holocaust survivor at the end of the war. e message sent out with his picture claimed that
Israel was responsible for his starvation and that of all other Gazan children.

Only, the child su ers from a serious genetic illness unrelated to the war, and on 12 June,
Israel managed to get him and his mother out of Gaza to receive treatment in Italy.

Would that people go out of their way to get the facts or both sides of the story if they
don't have access to the absolute facts! is is such a clear example of this issue.

However, while Osama was used in this way, | cannot deny that Gazans are, in fact,
starving.

Another photograph depicts what looks like a mother cradling her starving child in Gaza to
show the humanitarian catastrophe. Honest Reporting uncovered that Muhammad Zakariya
Ayyoub al-Matoug also has a serious degenerative medical disorder, and though his condition
has worsened since the war began, his malnutrition is as a result of needing specialised
treatment and nutrition.

Again, apparently one should never let the truth get in the way of a good story that’s going
to make Israel look terrible!

Yet, there’s little talk about the 50 people still being held hostage after 664 days in the
hellholes of Gaza. If the population is starving, what of them?

If only they would be allowed to go home, this war could be over and done with. Israel
cannot and will not end the war until this happens.

And much like starving people, these hostages are the leverage that Hamas is using against
Israel. Enough! Let them go home, and allow Gazans to get food!

Shabbat shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

South Africa’s education minister
needs a history lesson

OPINION

outh Africa now has a new minister of higher
S education: Buti Manamela. That name is

familiar, because in March 2015, during Israeli
Apartheid Week, he authored an open letter drawing
dubious parallels between apartheid South Africa and
the situation in “Palestine”. He pledged unwavering
solidarity with the Palestinian cause, and urged South
Africans to emulate Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions
(BDS) campaigns against Israel, painting Israel as
obstinate and uncompromising. That this same person
now presides over the nation’s education portfolio is
rich in irony - Manamela clearly dodged a few lessons
in history.

Fast forward to May 2024. Deputy Higher Education
Minister Buti Manamela told Al Jazeera that South
African universities couldn't “remain neutral on
Palestine". He insisted that institutions should
mirror the tactics of apartheid-era boycott
movements, and blasted campus neutrality as
moral cowardice.

"We really want to see our universities ...
boycott it," he declared. "Universities have been
destroyed, and academics have been killed [in
Gaza)]. How dare we want to be neutral.” He said
students and academics should become activists
in solidarity, implicitly endorsing a political
vision deeply hostile to Israel.

These latest comments reveal a troubling
consistency. Manamela remains committed to
defining Israel through selective narratives,
casting it as fundamentally illegitimate and
genocidal, while refusing to acknowledge
Jewish historical suffering or legitimate state
defence. His pronouncements go beyond
academic opinion; they foment an ideological
climate that endangers the Jewish community
in South Africa.

His rhetoric has already catalysed a spike
in antisemitic incidents. In December 2023
and early 2024, the South African Jewish Board
of Deputies reported a near ten-fold increase in
antisemitic incidents, attributing much of the rise
to inflammatory political statements from senior
leaders. These included those like Manamela, who
openly endorse BDS and engage in anti-Israel
hyperbole. When you couch such rhetoric in charged
terms like "apartheid” and "neutrality is complicity”,
it doesn't remain confined to policy debates, it stirs
discrimination, intimidation, and real-world threats
against Jews.

Let's be blunt, comparing Israel to apartheid South
Africa isn't just a gross distortion, it's reckless. The
apartheid regime denied black South Africans basic
rights: voting; land ownership; and freedom of
movement. In contrast, Arab citizens of Israel vote in
national elections; serve in Parliament; own land;
attend universities; and hold public office. Claiming
equivalence between these vastly different realities
erodes intellectual integrity.

But his miseducation isn't confined to history, it
bleeds into present-day geopolitics. By exhorting

BYRON SHEPHERD

campuses to emulate apartheid-
era BDS campaigns, Manamela is
effectively urging institutions to adopt policies that
discriminate against Israeli academics and Jewish
students. That isn't solidarity, it's targeting and
exclusion. That isn't critique, it's demonisation.

Education should be about facts, critical thinking,
and fostering open discourse, not imposing
ideological litmus tests. Yet Manamela's leadership
suggests something darker: a ministry defined by
ideology, not inquiry. And when that ideology echoes
genocidal slogans, when "From the river to the sea"
sentiments find tacit elevation, this isn't simply
ignorance, it's danger incarnate.

If appointing someone who cannot distinguish

Buti Manamela,
the new Minister of
Higher Education

between apartheid and national self-defence to
oversee education doesn't terrify you, then consider
what it means for vulnerable communities when
influential figures conflate Jews, Zionism, and Israel
with collective guilt or moral depravity. That isn't
rhetoric, it's incitement.

In short, Buti Manamela doesn't belong in a
ministry, he needs a library card. Because education
should expand minds, not narrow them into
ideological echo chambers. And when anti-Israel
fantasies morph dangerously into antisemitic realities,
when political slogans translate into threats against
a community, that's no longer abstract dispute. That's
real danger.

e Byron Shepherd is the host of MorningShot, a
YouTube news analysis programme with more than
145,000 subscribers and more than three million
monthly views. He holds a law degree and a master’s
degree from King's College London. Byron is also an
international entrepreneur with businesses in the
finance and legal sectors.

UN refusal to deliver aid

>>Continued from page 1

protecting neutrality. But neutrality that results in starvation
isn't moral. It's complicity.

To be clear, we don't oppose other aid organisations. We
want them to succeed. We have invited the UN and other
major NGOs to join us in distributing food. We have made
repeated offers to share logistics and resources. They have not
taken usup on it.

Meanwhile, the lies have escalated. Some groups are
targeting GHF with tactics that Jewish communities know
alltoo well. Scapegoating. Double standards. Accusations
without evidence. And a refusal to see the truth because it is
inconvenient.

One particularly vile rumour accused us of mixing pills with
flour. That lie wasn't just absurd. It was familiar. It echoed the
medieval blood libels that blamed Jews for poisoning wells.
Today, those same tactics are being used against anyone who
refuses to allow politics to take precedence over human life.

We are also condemned for following Israeli security
protocols. These are the same protocols every aid organisation
must follow. But we are held to a different standard. At the
same time, the UN continues to rely on Hamas for logistics

— a failure of basic values

and security in Gaza. No-one questions its neutrality. No-one
calls for its shutdown.

Ourfood is packed in Israeli warehouses by Jews, Muslims,
and Christians working side by side. Many of them also
support the World Food Programme and other UN operations.
Butwhen we do it, it's condemned. That double standard
isn't just offensive, it's dangerous. It puts our staff at risk and
undermines efforts to scale up the aid response.

It should never be controversial to feed a hungry child. But
today, itis. And that's a failure not of logistics, but of values.

Nevertheless, we will not stop. GHF will keep distributing
food wherever and whenever we can. We will continue to call
on the UN and aid organisations to act with urgency and to
partner with us to get food into the hands of civilians. There is
no shortage of food. There is a shortage of will.

No-one should have to apologise for feeding the hungry.
And no-one should be blamed for doing so, least of all by
those who claim to stand for human rights.

* Reverend Johnnie Moore is executive chairperson of the
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation.
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Roots andre

LEE TANKLE

Ithough the “wandering
Jew” may be a stereotype,
there are a few around the

world who have taken it to a new
level by choosing to live a nomadic
lifestyle.

Maayan and Ash Ashush,
otherwise known as“ e Jewish
Nomads” on social media, started
travelling the world together after
they got married in Jerusalem,
calling it their “never-ending
honeymoon” eight years and two
children later.

Although Maayan has lived in
Israel for most of her life, she spent
a lot of her youth travelling to
South Africa as her father is South
African, even spending six months
in Johannesburg on shlichut with
Bnei Akiva.

So, when she and Ash got married,
they decided that they would start
their married life by travelling the
world. “We had this feeling that
we wanted to start our married life
di erently,” she said, “and we were
nomads for our rst two years.”

ey started in  ailand, then
lived throughout southeast Asia,
including India, Myanmar, and
Cambodia. ey then went to the
United States (US), and set up
shop, living in a van they bought
and selling products they made in
Nepal. ey then continued to travel
around Central and South America
with their dog, often doing whatever
they could for money. “It was just a
random stage of our life,” she said.

After ve years of nomading,
Maayan and Ash welcomed their

rst daughter, Odeh, in the US, but

it didn’t slow them down one bit.
“Just a few months after Odeh was
born, we travelled a little bit in El
Salvador and Guatemala, and then
we decided to visit Israel to gure
out our next move,” she said.

ey wanted to open a Jewish
home where they could share their
love and knowledge of training with
others after realising that this was
their passion after four months of
being shlichutin  ailand.

ey started their non-pro t
organisation, Bet HalLev, in 2022,
a spiritual home and community
centre for Israeli and Jewish
travellersin Varkala, India. e
family spends six months of the year
in Varkala, then the next six months
travelling the world.

Similarly, Noam Levy, who calls
himself the “Roaming Sa a”, has
been a digital nomad for the past
two years. He started backpacking
solo around India for six months in
September 2023, and then went on
to travel around southeast Asia until
the middle of 2024, all while working
remotely.

While sitting on a beach in
Albania, he realised that he wanted
the work-travel lifestyle. “I didn't
think that a boy from Glenhazel
could do such a thing. And then
I met these people along the way
who were doing a similar thing,
and | said that if I'm ever fortunate
enough to be in a position where |
can travel the world and work from a
computer, then I'm gonna do that.”

Maayan said handling the hectic
lifestyle of being a nomad and a
parent is something they don't think

r

Maayan, Odeh, Naya, and Ash Ash

about as they don’'t know anything
di erent. “We became parents in
our nomadic life, so we don’t know
what it’s like not to be nomadic
parents,” she said. “We're balancing
parenthood like everybody else. It's
notvery di erent because this is
how our life is.”

Dan Brotman, who has travelled
to just about half the world, started
nomading in April, an experience
he never thought possible at 38. He
said that after he nished his course
at the London School of Economics,
“I said to myself, what if | give up
my student residence after my
classes are done, and use that money
instead just to travel and see more of
the world, especially when we're on
breaks or when I can just study from
anywhere. So | gave up my place in
April, and | travelled.”

Brotman is now spending the
summer in Toronto, living with
friends as he writes his dissertation,
and then is back to travelling at the
end of July.

“I'm probably going to base
myself in central or eastern Europe
from September just until | have
clarity on where I'm going next,”
he said. “Ideally, I would love to
be on a digital nomad visa and be
based somewhere in Europe. | loved
living in Europe because | could just
travel on awhim to a neighbouring
country, and | love that variety.

I've been struggling a bit being in
Toronto this summer because in
such a large sort of isolated place,
you can't just get on a plane or get on
atraininadi erent culture within
an hour or two, and | love that about
Europe.”

Canada-born Tamar Lyons started
travelling around the world after she
became separated from her husband
at the age of 26. Speaking in Madrid,
she said, “I wanted to reinvent
myself. | had grown up religious,
and | just wanted to see what else
in my life | was doing because | was
told to do it rather than what was
true to who | am as a person. | kind
of burned everything down in my
life to rebuild myself back up. Given
my life’s path and desire to reinvent
myself, | gured what better way to
do that than to travel the world?”

Since Lyons has a completely
remote digital marketing agency,

travelling around the
globe is that much
easier.“ e beautiful
thing about this lifestyle
is that you can pick up
and go whenever you
want because you're
not tied down. You're
booking through
Airbnbs and short-term
stays and things like
that, soif I nd myself
in aplace | don't like,
I can just move to the
next place.”
After years of digital
nomading, Lyons
wants to set down
roots, as in her years of
travelling, she has come
to desire a larger sense
of community. “It’s fun being a solo
traveller and going places where |
don’t know anybody, because you
can always reinvent yourself, it's
easy. But being Jewish, it’s hard
to ndacommunity. And that's

something | missed, which is why
when | came back to Toronto in April,

I decided that | had had enough of this
lifestyle. | wanted to settle down and
plant roots, which is exactly what I'm
doing.”

School girl battles leukaemia
with strength and TikTok

LEE TANKLE

iaTheron was just 10 years old
when she was diagnosed with
acute lymphoblastic leukaemia

in August last year, and her family went from
enjoying life to spending it on high alert and
inand out of hospital.

"Atfirst, they just told me | had leukaemia,
which in the back of my mind I did think was
cancer, but then | dismissed that, thinking |
can't have cancer.Then they told me it was
atype of cancer. | was shocked and scared,"
said Mia.

Rene Theron, Mia's mom, told the
SA Jewish Report, "The biggest shock is
when you first hear the word 'leukaemia’ I've
never known much about it, other than it's a
cancer. | didn't even know if it was curable.
So you startasking: does this mean that my
child's going to die? Then we were told that
the survival rate was exceptionally high, but
there's a three-year treatment road ahead to
get to that point of no more chemo.”

Itall began when Mia had pain in her
arms and legs and one day, when the pain
was too much to bear, she puta TransAct
patch over where it hurt. When she took
the patch off, there was a large
purple bruise in the shape of
the patch. "At first, we thought
we must have pulled it off
incorrectly or something,
and didn't think too much
aboutit," said Mia.

However, after school the
next day, Mia had a nosebleed
which lasted three and a half hours.

It spurred her mom to take Mia to a
hospital to find out what was going on.

Mia was diagnosed with acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia on 20 August.
Three days later, she began a treatment
plan at the Wits University Donald Gordon
Medical Centre that would last three to
four years.

Out of 342 days of treatment so far,

Mia has spent 142 days in hospital. She

is considered high risk because she has
iAMP21, which is a genetic mutation of the
leukaemia, therefore necessitating stronger
treatment and longer stays in hospital for
high-risk block treatments.

As a result, Mia has had seizures and

avascular necrosis, a condition where bone
tissue dies because it doesn't get enough
blood supply. The latter has led to some of
the bones in her foot dying, necessitating
three operations so doctors could clean out
the infection in her foot.

Over and above that, in less than one year,
Mia has had 18 blood transfusions and about
14 platelet transfusions.

Said Rene, "During the first couple of
weeks, we kept thinking the doctors had
made a big mistake and someone was going
to find themselves in big trouble. It was so
hard to wrap our heads around the fact that
this was real. So, we battled with that while
listening to so many big words and all we
could expect with the treatment.

"Mia is the strongest human being I've
ever metin my life," said her mother. "She's
had some really, really, really rough days. And
then she's had some really, really good days.

"She works with a tutor when she's at
home to stay up to date with her schoolwork.
In the two tests she was able to write before
she was admitted back into hospital, she got
93% for maths, and 83% for English. She
has just been an incredible human being

through every single hurdle she's come
across.”

Atthe beginning of her journey, Mia
started posting what was effectively a diary
of her journey on TikTok. She not only follows
TikTok trends, but shares what she's going
through, the good and the bad.

"I would have started a TikTok account
even if | didn't get cancer because I've always

wanted to have a one," said Mia, "I thought
thatit would be a nice way to keep my mind
off it. Even though I'm documenting my
cancer, it was also a way to feel like | had
someone to talk to."

Rene said that though Mia is going
through it, the entire family has been
affected and is always watching and cheering
her on from the sidelines. "She is the one
going through all of this physically, mentally,
and emotionally, but we sit behind her and
alongside her, with our own battles along the
way," she said.

They have been assisted by DL Link, a
Jewish organisation that helps people to
battle cancer. In fact, DL Link chose Mia to be
one of its poster girls for its latest fundraising
campaign.

"The DL Link people arrive as soon as
they hear Mia is in hospital with something,
whether it's to keep her busy or to just make
her smile, or a balloon, TV, or a blanket," said
Rene. "They literally just give us solutions
to problems we didn't know we had. When
you're going through something like this,
people always ask, 'What can | do? and you
never know what the answer is because you
 justdon't know what people can do for

you. You're literally just trying
to survive every single day.
To have them come and
know what we need
without asking has been
the biggest blessing."
Niki Seberini, the
host of the DL Link show
on ChaiFM, said Mia
represented the journey
taken by cancer warriors. "There
are some days when she's doing
her dances on TikTok, and some days
where she makes videos from her bed.
That's so refreshing in a world where
everything is so edited and curated.
8 People want to project a perfect version
of themselves. At Mia's age, you don't want
to stick out, you don't want to be the sick
one or the bald one. But she has taken on
everything that she has been dealt with
courage, strength, and positivity,” Seberini
said.

Said Mia, "It's been hard. Some days
have been very hard, but on other days, |
just appreciate how far we've come.”









