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Franck Muller,
Master of Complications,
Electra watch

SOLD R50 000

Silver tea service,
Viners, Sheffield
SOLD R28 000

Butterfly brooch
3 set with sapphire,

rubies & seed pearls
SOLD R35 000

h

Hermés porcelain

French-style
bureau plat
SOLD R22 000

‘Balcon du Guadalquivir’
dinner set
SOLD R30 000

3 & Céline,
P 'Belt Bag'

SOLD
R16 000

Victorian massive
silver plate
Rococo revival

candelabra

% SOLD R18 000

Daniel (Stompie) Selibe,

SOLD R30 000
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SA’s response to Iran reeks of hypocrisy

NICOLA MILTZ

outh Africa’s response to the unfolding
S bloodshed in Iran has been devoid of

condemnation, moral urgency, or any concrete
diplomatic action. This as reports point to one of the
deadliest crackdowns on civilian protest in the Islamic
Republic's history.

This week, South Africa had a clear opportunity to
act on its human rights rhetoric. It failed. By refusing
to back an urgent, emergency United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) session on Iran's “alarming
violence', Pretoria opted for deafening silence.

The emergency session will take place on Friday
23 January.

Across Iran, mass anti-government
demonstrations have been met with sweeping,
brutal repression to supress dissent and prevent
information from leaving the country. Security
forces, under the authority of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, have used lethal force
against protesters, imposed extensive internet
blackouts, carried out mass arrests, and tightened
media controls.

The number of civilians killed by the regime is
in the thousands, estimated to be between 5 000
and 15 000. Precise figures remain contested and
difficult to verify.

Opposition groups and international monitors
estimate that tens of thousands of protesters have
been arrested and thousands more injured. The
scale of the repression has prompted renewed
scrutiny of the international community's response,
including that of South Africa.

Though Pretoria has issued statements
expressing “concern” over the situation, it hasn't
condemned the Iranian government's actions or
called for accountability through international
mechanisms.

This measured approach stands in contrast
to South Africa’s rapid and assertive legal action
against Israel, in which the government initiated

proceedings at the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
following the 7 October 2023 Hamas attack on Israeli
civilians. That case was launched within weeks of the
massacre in Israel, in which more than 1200 people
were killed and hundreds taken hostage.

By comparison, South Africa’s reaction to the mass
killing of Iranian protesters has been cautious and
restrained, despite the scale of the violence and the
targeting of civilians by state forces.

On 15 January, the Department of International
Relations and Cooperation (Dirco) said it was
"following the developments in Iran with concern’,
adding that the reports of unrest and loss of life were
troubling. The statement urged "maximum restraint’,
and affirmed the universal right to peaceful protest,

Lest we forget...

freedom of expression, and freedom of association.

The Democratic Alliance (DA) has challenged this
muted position, formally writing to Dirco Minister
Ronald Lamola on 14 January, calling on him to
report Iran to the UNHRC.

The party said South Africa’s Constitution obliged
the government to act against autocratic regimes
that violently suppress civilian protest, and argued
that the UNHRC was the appropriate forum for South
Africa to give effect to its stated commitment to
human rights.

The DA also pointed to Iran’s recent accession
to BRICS+ (the economic bloc including Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa, Iran, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,

and Indonesia) and the African National Congress's
close political relationship with Tehran, warning that
these ties appear to be influencing South Africa’s
foreign policy stance despite being incompatible with
constitutional values.

Drawing historical parallels, the DA compared the
Iranian crackdown to events such as the Sharpeville
massacre in 1960 and the Soweto uprising in 1976,
when peaceful protests in South Africa were met with
state violence and the international community sided
with the oppressed rather than the ruling regime.

Sara Gon, a fellow at the South African Institute of
Race Relations, said South Africa's foreign policy had
long reflected a tendency to align with governments
perceived as anti-Western, regardless of their human

rights records or strategic value to South Africa.
"The government has a proclivity for
relationships with countries that are essentially
anti-American, irrespective of whether they offer
any benefit to South Africans,” she said. “This is the
essence of its relationship with Iran. We don't buy
energy from it or get anything of consequence for
South Africa."

Gon said Iran’s support for Hamas and Hezbollah
hadn'tinfluenced South Africa’s stance, despite
widespread international concern about the
groups' activities.

"South Africa insists that it is non-aligned, but in
practice that means it's not aligned to the US or its
allies," she said. "It expressed concern about what's
happening in Iran, but didn't condemn it."

Hussein Solomon, political studies professor at
the University of the Free State, said South Africa’s
restrained response fitted a broader pattern of
selective engagement on human rights issues.
"South Africa has always adopted a muted
response when it comes to its friends and allies,"
he said. "Human rights has always been selective,
and this is something the US has repeatedly called
South Africa out on."

See page 11
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Mourner’s Kaddish for Bondi Beach victims recited in
Australian Parliament as tougher hate crime laws pass

GRACE GILSON - JTA

Jewish member of Australian
A Parliament recited the Mourner’s

Kaddish in an address on Monday,
19 January, to honour the victims of the

of extraordinary courage” by bystanders
and emergency workers during the attack,
naming Ahmed al-Ahmed, the Muslim man
who received widespread support from the
Jewish community after he was shot while §
disarming one of the attackers. He also told
Chanukah massacre on Bondi Beach. the Australian House of Representatives

e address, delivered by Jewish that the country’s “response cannot be
parliamentarian and former attorney general con ned to grief”, exhorting his fellow
Mark Dreyfus, came more than a month afterlegislators to take action around “upholding
two gunmen motivated by what authorities  our laws against hate”.
said was “Islamic State ideology” opened re en he invited everyone present to rise

Mark Dreyfus speaks i
.‘ Parliament House o
N 19 January in Canberra, Austra

7y

on a celebration in Sydney, killing 15 and
injuring dozens more. Most of the victims
were Jewish, and Dreyfus read all of their
names aloud.

Dreyfus, who wore a kippah for the
presentation, then commended the “acts
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for the Mourner’s Kaddish, recited in Jewish

communities in memory of the dead.
“You don’t have to be Jewish to feel this

in your chest, an attack like this hurts all of
us,” Dreyfus said, describing the prayer as
prayer about life, dignity, and hope for peac

at times of profound loss”.
e public recitation was redolent of the
decision of thePittsburgh Post-Gazetie

in their hearts and guns in their hands,”

teenagers in Melbourne were chased for

wrote Prime Minister Anthony Albanese in aseveral minutes by a car whose occupant
post on X. “Today, we passed new laws thatchanted “Heil Hitler” and performed Nazi

publish the Hebrew text of the prayer on its deal with both. Combatting antisemitism

front page following the murder of 11 Jews
in its synagogue there in 2018.

Late on Tuesday, Australia’s Parliament
passed anti-hate speech and gun reform
Bills initiated in the wake of the attack.

e gun reform Bill included new checks
on rearm-licence applications and a
national gun buy-back programme, while

and cracking down on guns.”

N

You don't have to be Jewish
to feel this in your chest, an attack

the anti-hate speech Bill banned hate groups

and imposed penalties for preachers who
promote hate.

e hate speech component won support
from liberal legislators who said they had

like this hurts all of us.

salutes at them.

The boys, aged 15 and 16 and easily
identifiable as Orthodox Jews, were
walking home from Adass High School
when the incident occurred in the
proximity of Adass Israel Synagogue, whi
was firebombed in December 2024. No
arrests were immediately made.

“The antisemitic hate incident last night
in St Kilda targeting young Jewish boys
has no place in our country,” Albanese
said, according t@he Australian‘At a
time when Australians are joining with
the Jewish community in sorrow and

free-speech concerns after it was weakened The new laws come as Australia grapplessolidarity, it's beyond disgusting to see

from its initial version.
“ e terrorists at Bondi Beach had hatred

with another searing antisemitic incident.

Late in the day on Monday, five Jewish

these cowards shouting Nazi slogans at
young people.”

M

Secret lives

much happens beyond what we can tree of the eld) (Deut 20:19), an image that
ee. If you look up in the sky tonight,

ou will see just a sliver of a moon.
Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat — the new moon,
marking the beginning of the month of
Sh'vat — fell on Monday, 19 January. It's the
month when we will celebrate Tu B’Shvat,
the festival of trees. While it's mid-summer
here in South Africa, in the northern
hemisphere, it's bitterly cold, the darkest
time of year. Everything seems frozen
and dead. Why, then, would it be a time to
celebrate a festival of trees?

Because it's exactly now that, invisibly to
us, the sap begins to rise in the trees, and
buds appear. Most famously tisakeidiyah
(almond tree) is the rst to put out its
blossoms. e rains that have fed the earth

over winter begin to rise into the veins of the of my congregants

trees.

Our tradition likens the Torah to a Tree of
Life, just like we sing when we put the Torah
away, Eitz chayim h{it’s a Tree of Life to

those who hold fast to her.) (Prov 3:18). Treesother in hard and

are everywhere

in the Bible, from
the trees in the
Garden of Eden to
Psalms Tzaddik
katamar yifrach

(e righteous

shall ourish like

a date palm) (Ps
92:13). Even we are
compared to trees
—ki ha’adam eitz
ha-sadel(because
a human being is a

of trees

is developed by the kabbalistic tree.

Many readers here might have already
heard that I'm going to start work at Alyth
Gardens synagogue in London from July.
| have enjoyed writing for th&A Jewish

Reportfor the past 20 years, and have been

Torah Thought

Rabbi Greg Alexander |
Cape Town Progressive
Jewish Congregation

blessed to spend those two decades workingrees that | have helped to tend — Temple

for the community as a rav in Cape Town.

Israel; the Cape Town Jewish community;

Rabbi Andi and | have watched our children and South African Jewry — continue to
grow up as the synagogue grew with us and ourish with the loving care of all its

around us — the fruits of the tending and
nurturing of the many lay leaders, rabbis,
synagogue teams, and congregants who

gardeners. May you, reader, with G-d’s help
be one of those, and on our next visit, may
we have the merit of walking around these

have stepped up to nourish this remarkable gardens admiring the work of your hands.

community. And the incredible fruits for me
have been the chance

Shabbat shalom.

to stand by the sides

at their baby-
blessings, weddings,
Bneimitzvah, and
funerals, to hold eack

Johannesburg 18:15 19:37
celebratory times. Cape Town 19:15 20:34
Fortunately, my work| | Durban 18:15  19:33
extended beyond Bloemfontein 18:15  19:51
the walls of my shul || Gaeberha 18:15  20:05
to the wider Jewish Plettenberg Bay 18:15 20:14

East London 18:15  19:53

community of Cape
Town and the rest of
the country. So much
tending, nurturing,
and growing.

As | move on to
this new challenge,
I'm looking forward
to seeing how those
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