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CLAUDIA GROSS

Israel’s offer to assist the Eastern Cape with water, 
healthcare, and agriculture expertise on Friday,  
23 January, was flatly condemned by provincial 

Premier Lubabalo Oscar Mabuyane as soon as he heard 
about it.

Rather than being grateful for an offer of unconditional 
help from visiting ambassador David Saranga in areas 
where the Eastern Cape is battling, Mabuyane has 
accused Israeli embassy officials and AbaThembu King 
Buyelekhaya Zwelibanzi Dalindyebo of breaching 
diplomatic protocol.

Saranga, who is familiar with the AbaThembu king, 
who recently visited Israel, met him and about 50 
traditional leaders to make the offer. When asked what he 
wanted in return, he said, “The only thing we need is your 
friendship.”

The four-day visit to the Eastern Cape included 
meetings with hospital management; traditional leaders; 
development organisations; and local business figures, 
and focused on water access, healthcare support, and 
agricultural development.

“My trip was to find ways for cooperation,” Saranga 
told the SA Jewish Report. “The king saw what Israel can 
offer. The question then became how we turn that into 
something practical.”

Mabuyane claimed the engagements were 
unauthorised and undermined South Africa’s 
constitutional order. In a statement, he said that he had 
learned “with shock and concern” of reports that Israeli 
officials had visited provincial institutions, including 
hospitals and Walter Sisulu University, without the 
knowledge or consent of the Eastern Cape government.

“The conduct of foreign diplomatic missions engaging 
provincial institutions outside established diplomatic 
channels constitutes a clear breach of diplomatic 
protocol,” Mabuyane said, adding that authority 
over foreign relations rests with the Department of 
International Relations and Cooperation.

This dispute draws attention to the Eastern Cape’s deep 
and long-standing service delivery crisis. The province 

continues to struggle with water shortages, deteriorating 
infrastructure, and severe pressure on its healthcare 
system, particularly in rural areas.

Athol Trollip, ActionSA’s Eastern Cape chairperson, said 
the province’s water situation was critical. “We are a water-
scarce province and our infrastructure maintenance is 
woeful,” Trollip said. “We waste more than 40% of potable 
water, and wastewater treatment is disastrous, with raw 
untreated sewerage discharged into most of our water 
courses.”

It was for this reason 
that the king visited 
Israel, met leaders, 
and toured institutions 
specialising in healthcare, 
water management, and 
agriculture.

While in the Eastern 
Cape, Saranga met 
senior management at 
Mthatha General Hospital 
and Nelson Mandela 
Academic Hospital. The 
visits followed the king’s 
meeting with the director 
of Sheba Medical Center, 
Israel’s largest hospital. 
“They were to give us a 
list of what they really 
need,” Saranga said. “After 
that, we would organise 
a Zoom meeting with the 
hospital director in Israel 
and see how we could 
move forward.”

Saranga said that Israel 
regularly hosts medical 
students and healthcare 
professionals from around 
the world, often supported 
by its foreign ministry, 
but acknowledged that 

such exchanges require formal agreements between 
governments. “This is where politics sometimes blocks 
things that could really help people,” he said.

Water access formed a central part of the visit. Saranga 
was accompanied by Innovation: Africa, a non-profit 
organisation that installs solar-powered water and energy 
systems in remote African villages and is already active in 
other parts of South Africa. The organisation is exploring 
potential projects in the Eastern Cape.

A key engagement was a gathering of more than 50 

traditional leaders convened by King Dalindyebo. Saranga 
said water shortages dominated the discussion. “One of 
the leaders asked me why Israel was coming to one of the 
poorest provinces in South Africa,” Saranga said. “I told 
him, ‘We aren’t coming here to make money.’”

Mabuyane claimed the AbaThembu king had 
no mandate to engage in matters involving foreign 
assistance or the management of public institutions. He 
also directed the member of the Executive Council for 
Health to investigate reports that departmental health 
officials had accepted donations without following proper 
procedures.

The Israeli embassy in South Africa rejected claims that 
it acted outside diplomatic norms. The embassy said it 
operated in accordance with international conventions 
and engaged with a wide range of stakeholders as part of 
standard diplomatic practice.

The embassy said its outreach focused on humanitarian 
cooperation and development, and that engagements 
with provincial institutions and traditional leaders were 
conducted transparently and in good faith.

Trollip said the Eastern Cape could benefit significantly 
from Israeli expertise, particularly in water management 
and agriculture. “As a water-scarce and primarily 
agriculture-orientated province, we could learn a lot from 
Israel with regard to innovative irrigation technologies, 
crop and pasture production, soil conservation, and  
eco-tourism,” he said.

He said it was regrettable that national government 
policy limited such engagement. “We would be better off 
building international relations that benefit our economy 
and service delivery,” Trollip said.

For Saranga, the visit was framed as a humanitarian, 
people-centred initiative. “When you talk about water, 
healthcare, agriculture, these aren’t political issues,” he 
said. “These are human issues.”

The future of the proposed initiatives is now uncertain 
as provincial investigation continues. What’s clear is that 
a visit intended to address urgent local needs has instead 
become a flashpoint for a much larger struggle over 
diplomacy, authority, and who ultimately pays the price 
when politics and service delivery collide.

Eastern Cape premier condemns Israel’s offer
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Levi Froom takes down the final hostage poster outside KosherWorld  
in Johannesburg on 26 January 2026 See stories on pages 6 and 7
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We stand poised at a unique moment in 
history. We are at the cusp of the final 
redemption of which the prophets of Israel 

spoke so voluminously.
We are at the end point of more than a 2 000 year-

long exile, and stand at the border of the Promised Land, 
about to usher in the Messianic age. There is a precedent 
to this process, albeit micro-cosmically, in the 40-year 
journey in the harsh desert followed by entering into the 
Promised Land.

Let’s analyse this further. After leaving Egypt 
before entering the Promised Land, the Jewish 
people journeyed through 42 encampments. The last 
encampment before entering the land was “at the Jordan 
River near Jericho”. Jericho, in Hebrew, “Yericho”, comes 
from the word that means “scent”; “odour”; or “smell”. 
This is directly linked to Moshiach because it describes a 
unique quality he will possess using the term “smell” – 
that Moshiach’s sense of smell is so keen, he will be able 
to sniff out the soul and inner being of an individual.

Let’s now go back to the first movement out of 
Egypt and the very 
first encampment that 
G-d took us to, named 
“Sukkot”.

But to preface it, King 
Solomon established 
a principle that the 
beginning and the end 
are wedged together: 
“The beginning is wedged 
in the end.”

Question: what’s the 
connection between 
the last encampment 

just preceding entry into Israel, Yericho, that hints at 
Moshiach, to the first encampment, Sukkot?

As the Jewish people left the bondage of Egypt, they 
entered the place, Sukkot, which, of course, alludes to 
the Sukkah that we build and dwell in on the festival of 
Sukkot.

The Sukkah is the entity that represents the unity of 
the Jewish people. The Talmud (Sukkah 27b) makes a 
remarkable claim regarding the Sukkah. Quoting the 
verse: “For seven days ... all who belong to the people 
of Israel will live in sukkot,” (Lev. 23:42), they say, “This 
teaches that it is fitting for all of Israel to sit in one 
sukkah!”

This statement is 
unparalleled in scripture. 
It declares that the Jewish 
people are fitting to be in 
one abode together, one 
home, one space. This is a 
most profound expression 
of the unity of a people. It’s 
a utopian concept, and one 
to be fully realised only in 
the era of Moshiach, when 
the oneness of the Jewish 
people is revealed.

So perhaps the message 
is this: that the component 
most needed for us, the 
Jewish people, to weather 
the exile and succeed in 
the mission of getting 
to the “Promised Land” 
(Moshiach), is “Sukkot” 
– unity – to recognise our 

essential connection to one another, and to be keenly 
aware of the preciousness of each of our fellow Jews.

It is this continued bond of brotherhood of the Jewish 
people that not only has brought us to the dawn of 
redemption, but is the catalyst finally to cross over into it.

Thus, the beginning and end are wedged together.

TALI FEINBERG

South Africans in Cape Town have once again 
defied the local hate movement that wants 
to exclude Jews from society. A music event 

went ahead at the Castle of Good Hope (the Castle) on 
Saturday, 24 January, despite extremists trying to have it 
cancelled because the organiser and main DJ was born 
in Israel and once hosted an event there.

The Cape Town party, called “Yalla Valhalla” not 
only went ahead without a hitch, it had its highest-
ever number of attendees. Extremists were targeting 
organiser Dino Ben Tovim, who was born in Israel but 
grew up in Cape Town and sees himself as South African.

“I’m apolitical; my company is 100% South African; I 
pay taxes; I support the local market; I provide jobs; and 
my team is all South African,” says Ben Tovim, who goes 
by the stage name Ben Tov. “I would like to see peace in 
the Middle East.” But for the extremists, his Israeli roots 
meant he has no place here.

Rav Ilan Herrmann 
Soul Workout edu org

Cape South African Jewish Board of Deputies 
(Cape SAJBD) Executive Director Daniel Bloch says the 
Cape SAJBD strongly condemns the “targeting and 
harassment” of Ben Tovim “because of his national 
origin”. Ben Tovim is “a proud South African who has 
performed at the Castle for years without incident”, says 
Bloch. “The sudden campaign against him constitutes 
blatant national-origin discrimination and thinly veiled 
antisemitism.”

Says Bloch, “attempts to exclude an artist based on 
who he is rather than anything he has done have nothing 
to do with human rights. These actions amount to 
intimidation masquerading as moral activism. The claims 
made against him are unsubstantiated, selective, and 
entirely lacking in credibility.”

At no point did the extremists ask Ben Tovim what 
his political opinions are, yet they branded him and his 
event as “supporting genocide”. Outside, one woman, 
who is Jewish, held a sign calling the event a “Nazi party”, 
complete with a swastika superimposed over a Star 

of David. Another smiled while waving a sign saying, 
“Zionists get out”; and a third person held an image of 
a juice box with the words “Zionist Tears”; “100% f*ck 
Israel”; and “free Palestine”. The juice box is used among 
extremists as code for “Jews” as the words sound similar.

Their naked hatred didn’t deter hundreds of local 
and international partygoers, who filled the venue. The 
extremists admitted in a social media post that they had 
convinced only one French couple not to attend. The rest 
of the partygoers ignored them.

“The targeting of this party because its organiser is 
a Jewish Israeli is discriminatory, plain and simple,” 
says Rolene Marks, spokesperson for the South African 
Zionist Federation. “This isn’t principled protest, but the 
weaponisation of culture to single out Israelis  – and by 
extension Jews – for exclusion and collective blame.

“Demonising identity, mocking Zionists, and asserting 
that Israelis have no place in cultural or social spaces 
crosses a clear line from political criticism to bigotry,” 
says Marks. “While these activists are loud, they are also 

ineffective. Most South Africans don’t support cultural 
boycotts or the importation of foreign conflicts, and they 
reject attempts to police who is allowed to belong.”

Ben Tovim says the extremists’ accusations are false. 
His company is in no way Israeli, and the one event he 
hosted in Israel wasn’t backed by him financially. The 
party at the Castle wasn’t an Israeli event in any way. 
Furthermore, it was completely apolitical.

He says the protest wasn’t peaceful. “They harassed 
people, screaming and swearing at them, leaving some 
partygoers traumatised.”

Ben Tovim says he just wants to give people a good 
time. “Everything I do is about a love for music and 
creating connections. Everyone is welcome, and we even 
have attendees from Middle Eastern countries.”

The continuation of the party is yet another failure 
for local extremists, who in December last year, wanted 
a Kirstenbosch concert by local musician David Scott, 
known as The Kiffness, cancelled because Scott criticises 
radical Islam and terrorism. Both events went ahead at 
state-run venues.

Earlier in January, South African youth counter-
protested outside Cape Union Mart at the V&A 
Waterfront, confronting the extremists’ narrative. After 
the Kirstenbosch concert and the Cape Union Mart 
counter-protest, hundreds of South Africans on social 
media expressed their support for standing up to hate.

Ben Tovim has been hosting Yalla Valhalla at the Castle 
of Good Hope and other venues in Cape Town since 2023, 
but this is the first time it has been the object of protest. 
Extremists also said the event was problematic because 
the Castle is a heritage site with a history of colonialism 
and apartheid, and a party shouldn’t be held there.

However, the Castle has hosted electronic parties; 
international DJs; live concerts, LGBTQI+ events; brand 
launches; fashion shows; corporate functions; private 
parties; commercial functions; and nightlife, all without 
protests. This has established it as a regularly hired, 
multi-purpose events venue, not solely a heritage or 
ceremonial site. In fact, on its website, the Castle is 
advertised as being open to all events, including “party-
revellers”.

Party goes on at Castle despite antisemitic hate
Dino Ben Tovim (Ben Tov), DJing at the party

Continued on page 3>>
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