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K ing David High School is waiting for 
a much-anticipated apology from 
Roedean School after days of tense 

behind-the-scenes discussions. It’s believed 
that severe disciplinary action is to be taken 
against Roedean staff members involved.

This comes after Roedean stood King 
David up in a scheduled inter-school tennis 
fixture because the opposing team was 
Jewish.

At the time of going to press, it was 
understood that Roedean was putting the 
final touches to a statement of apology. 
“There’s a bit of a stalemate although there 
has been a lot of progress,” said Rabbi Ricky 
Seeff, the general director of the South 

African Board of Jewish Education (SABJE). 
“The ball is now firmly in Roedean’s court.

“Roedean is busy with an internal 
investigation to understand better exactly 
what transpired because there are different 
versions. King David has asked for a 
wholehearted, unreserved apology; for the 
school to own up to what has happened; and 
to commit to keep politics out of sport. So, 
we wait and see.”

King David Head of School Lorraine Srage 
told the SA Jewish Report, “As head of school, 
I am deeply concerned by the recent events 
surrounding the refusal to play a scheduled 
tennis match due to pressure from a group of 
parents. There is no place in our schools for 
any form of antisemitism, discrimination, or 
disinformation.

“Sport has always served as a powerful 
bridge between communities. It 
teaches respect, teamwork, and mutual 
understanding. Denying children the 
opportunity to compete based on race 
or religion is not only deplorable, but a 
profound missed opportunity to bring young 
people together in the true spirit of school 
sport.

“We will always stand firmly in advocating 
for our learners. They have every right, like 
all children in South Africa, to participate 
fully in school activities, free from prejudice 
or exclusion. We hope for a sincere apology 
to our school community, and reaffirm our 
commitment to fostering an environment 
built on inclusivity, dignity, and respect for 
all.”

This saga began on Tuesday,  
3 February, when King David High 
School’s top two tennis teams, 
accompanied by senior staff and 
a CSO representative, were taken 
to Roedean to play. Their fixture 
had been confirmed despite earlier 
warnings of “possible issues”.

The girls never stepped onto the 
court. They were left waiting, and 
ultimately turned away because they 
were Jewish.

Roedean initially claimed that the 
fixture had been cancelled due to 
logistical or scheduling challenges. 
That explanation has since unravelled.

An audio recording revealed that 
Roedean’s decision was driven by 
pressure from the school community 
not to play a Jewish school. Principal 
Phuti Mogale was heard to refer to the 
situation as “presenting as a Jewish 
day school issue”.

The South African Jewish Board 

of Deputies (SAJBD) condemned the 
decision as discriminatory, while the SABJE 
confirmed that the matter was under formal 
investigation. Urgent talks between the 
schools were convened under the mediation 
of the Independent Schools Association of 
Southern Africa.

Roedean issued two public statements 
denying antisemitism, but these were 
marked by contradictions, alternately 
suggesting the fixture had been postponed, 
forfeited, or had simply “not proceeded as 
planned”.

This crisis hasn’t unfolded entirely 
in isolation. In recent years, the school 
has faced public controversy, including 
a high-profile bullying scandal in 2020, 
and criticism over links to Ummah Heart 
madrassa, which has drawn scrutiny over 
alleged ideological associations.

The school has also been the subject of 
debate around its anti-racism policies and 
approach to race and identity. Though none 
of these issues are directly linked to the 
tennis-fixture incident, commentators argue 
that they form part of a broader context in 
which tensions around ideology, governance, 
and values have increasingly surfaced.

Education commentator Andrew 
Wilkinson, who has written critically about 
Roedean on several occasions, said the crisis 
didn’t arise in a vacuum.

“This did not happen overnight,” 
Wilkinson said. “In my view, it is the 
consequence of years of ideological and 
governance capture.” He cautioned, however, 
against blaming pupils.

“The learners are not responsible,” he said. 
“They are operating within an environment 
shaped by adults and institutional 
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Kęstas Pikūnas, who was in South Africa 
working on a five-part documentary on Litvak 

Jews, prepares for a shoot with international 
filmmaker Jay Rosenblatt 

See page 8
Continued on page 3



12 – 19 February 20262  SA JEWISH REPORT

Torah ThoughtSinai revelation a blueprint for life

Editor Peta Krost – editor@sajewishreport.co.za • Sub-editor Julie Leibowitz • Senior Journalist Claudia Gross 
Junior Reporter Lee Tankle • Digital Media Coordinator Gilana Lab • Photographer  Ilan Ossendryver  
Proofreader Kim Hatchuel/A-Proofed – kim@a-proofed.co.za • Distribution Sandy Furman – admin@sajewishreport.co.za 

Design and layout Bryan Maron/Design Bandits – bryan@designbandits.co.za • Advertising Britt Landsman: 082 292 9520 – britt@sajewishreport.co.za 
Laura Kaufman – laura@sajewishreport.co.za  
Advertisements and editorial copy do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor, staff, and board of directors. www.sajr.co.za. Tel: 011 430 1980.

Call Jason  
082 401 8239 / 076 210 6532

FREE QUOTATIONS

Frid
ges, D

ishwashers,

   W
ashing Machines, Stoves

    
 Tumble Dryers & more

Appliance Repairs on Site

The receiving of the Torah at Mount Sinai 
is the most significant event in human 
history. Unique among all claims of divine 

revelation, it wasn’t the experience of a single 
prophet or mystic, but a national encounter 
witnessed by an estimated two million people. 
Never before nor since has the Creator of the 
universe communicated openly and directly 
with an entire nation. Remarkably, this event 
isn’t central only to Jewish faith, but to this 
day, is broadly accepted by most of the world’s 
population as having occurred.

Perhaps the purpose and enduring relevance of 
this extraordinary moment can best be captured 
through the following story, related by Rabbi 
Shimshon Dovid Pincus and heard directly from 
the granddaughter of the Chofetz Chaim, one of 
the greatest Torah leaders of the modern era.

She recalled that as a young woman of 18 in 
the early 1920s, she decided to leave her religious 
upbringing to pursue a university education. 
Like many young people of her generation, 
she believed she was entering a new age, an 
era of enlightenment, scientific discovery, 

and technological 
progress. Before 
leaving home, she 
went to bid farewell to 
her grandfather, the 
Chofetz Chaim, who 
was then nearing 90 
years of age.

She challenged him 
respectfully, “Why 
do you choose to 
remain in this world of 
darkness? When will 
you embrace the new 

world of light, knowledge, and progress?”
The Chofetz Chaim listened quietly. Then, with 

remarkable clarity and foresight, he responded. 
“Do you remember the airplanes used during 
World War I?” he asked. “That was the first time 
planes were used in battle. Soldiers would light 
sticks of dynamite and throw them from the sky.”

He paused and then continued. “They will 
develop machines that will one day reach the 
moon. They will develop bombs powerful enough 
to destroy the entire world. We will develop 
menschen – noble, righteous, holy human beings.”

In those few words, the Chofetz Chaim 
articulated a timeless truth. Technology can make 
humanity more powerful. Progress can expand 
our reach beyond imagination. But none of these 
guarantee moral 
growth, compassion, or 
self-restraint.

That is where Torah 
comes in.

The Torah doesn’t 
compete with 
technological progress; 
it gives it direction. G-d 
gave us the Torah to 
ensure that the human 
soul remains dominant 
over unchecked desire, 
ego, and the relentless 
pursuit of power and 
pleasure. Torah refines 
character. It challenges 
us to rise above our 
lower instincts and 
to live lives of truth, 
responsibility, and 
purpose.

At Mount Sinai, the Jewish people accepted 
the mitzvot, a framework designed to facilitate 
the difficult inner work required to become better 
human beings and to uplift the world.

Recommitting ourselves to Torah isn’t a retreat 
into the past. It’s a step toward a better future, one 
defined not only by innovation, but by meaning; 
not only by progress, but by holiness; and not 
only by what humanity can achieve, but by who we 
choose to become.

Rabbi Daniel Sackstein 
Sunny Road Kehilla

One in three American Jews were targeted by 
an antisemitic incident last year, AJC survey 
finds
One-third of American Jews reported being the target of 
an antisemitic incident in 2025, according to a new survey 
published by the American Jewish Committee (AJC).

The finding marked no change over the previous year, 
suggesting that American Jews could be settling into a 
distressing new normal in the aftermath of 7 October 
2023.

“Things aren’t getting markedly 
better,” said Ted Deutch, chief 
executive of the AJC, in an interview. “I 
don’t think that we can afford to accept 
it as a baseline. We can’t accept that, 
and America shouldn’t accept that.”

Surveying 1 222 American 
Jewish adults from 26 September 
to 9 October 2025, the AJC found 
a plateau in several indicators of 
sentiment.

Overall, 55% of American Jews 
reported avoiding specific behaviours 

in 2025 due to fear of antisemitism, 
including steering clear of certain events 
and refraining from wearing or posting 
things online that would identify them as 
Jewish.

The finding also marked no change since 
2024, when 56% of Jews reported changing their 
behaviour for fear of antisemitism, but was up from 46% 
in 2023, and 38% in 2022.

This year’s respondents were also asked if they felt 
“less safe” as a result of several high-profile recent 
antisemitic attacks including the arson attack on 
Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro’s home in April; 
the deadly shooting of two Israeli embassy staffers 
in Washington, DC, in May; and the firebombing of 
a demonstration for the Israeli hostages in Boulder, 
Colorado, in June.

About a quarter of respondents said the attacks had 
made them feel “a great deal” less safe, while 31% 
responded “a fair amount”, and 32% responded “a little”.

Overall, according to the report, two-thirds of 
respondents said that they believed Jews in the United 
States were less secure than a year ago.

Deutch said the findings of the group’s latest report 
should serve not only as a warning for Jews, but as a 
“warning sign of the cracks in the foundation of our 
society”.

“The Jews have always been a canary in the coal 

mine, and we have to take this seriously. 
The broader community has to take this 
seriously for the benefit, not just of our 
Jewish community, but for our society and 

our democracy.”
For the first time, the AJC also asked 

American Jews whether they approved of the 
way US President Donald Trump was responding to 
antisemitism in the country.

Roughly two-thirds of respondents said they 
disapproved of Trump’s actions, though views split 
sharply along partisan lines, with 84% of Jewish 
Democrats disapproving of Trump’s response at least 
somewhat compared to 9% of Jewish Republicans.

The survey comes as some Jewish leaders have 
lamented what they have described as the inefficacy of 
efforts to combat antisemitism.

Last month, at the Second International Conference 
on Combating Antisemitism in Jerusalem, political 
theorist Yoram Hazony decried what he described as 
an “extremely high level of incompetence by the entire 
antisemitism-industrial complex”. Bret Stephens, the 
right-leaning Jewish New York Times columnist, argued 
in an address last week that the Jewish community 
should abandon its efforts to combat antisemitism and 
instead invest in strengthening Jewish life.

Map of Israeli targets goes up in Tehran as 
tensions simmer ahead of Netanyahu’s White 
House visit
Iran has erected a map showing Israeli targets for 
potential strikes in a prominent propaganda spot as 
another week dawns with uncertainty over whether it 
will face attack from the US.

The map went up over the weekend in Tehran’s 
Palestine Square, a frequent site for billboards meant 
to broadcast the Islamic Republic’s bravado when 
it comes to Israel and the US. It includes the words, 
“You start, we finish!”

It comes as US President Donald Trump continues 
to weigh military intervention against Iran and as 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu plans 
to visit the White House to press for his demands in 

Trump’s negotiations with Iran.
“Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is expected 

to meet US President Donald Trump this Wednesday 
in Washington, and will discuss the negotiations with 
Iran,” Netanyahu’s office said on Saturday, 7 February 
“The Prime Minister believes any negotiations must 
include limitations on ballistic missiles and a halting 
of the support for the Iranian axis.”

A “will-he-or-won’t-he” air has pervaded for weeks 
as Trump has considered different strategies for 
dealing with Iran, which has said it would view US 
and Israeli targets as legitimate if the US strikes to 
curb its nuclear ambitions, less than a year after the 
last US attack on Iranian sites, which came during a 
war between Iran and Israel.

On Friday, 6 February, Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-
in-law and Middle East advisor, and Steve Witkoff, his 
Middle East envoy, met directly with Iran’s foreign 
minister in Oman. The foreign minister, Abbas Araqchi, 
said the talks had got off to a “good start”, but that 
Iran was willing to negotiate only about the nuclear 
programme, not the missiles that concern Israel.

Trump, too, told reporters that there had been “very 
good talks” that indicated that Iran was prepared to 
make more concessions than it had offered in the 
past. Still, he said, “They know that if they don’t make 
a deal, the consequences are very steep.”

The next day, Kushner and Witkoff also visited a US 
naval carrier that has been moved to the region as 
part of what Trump has called an “armada” that would 
enable US military action in the event that Trump 
decides it’s needed.

Netanyahu has moved up his planned White 
House visit – which will be his fourth since Trump 
retook office last year – to advocate for Israel’s 
interests in the negotiations. It was at a previous 
visit, last April, that Trump disclosed for the first time 
that the US had opened direct talks with Iran. Just 
more than two months later, Trump joined Israel’s 
campaign against Iran with a bombing attack that 
came a day after he said he hadn’t decided whether 
to strike.
• All briefs supplied by JTA
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Demonstrators hold US and Israeli flags during a rally in Central 
Park on 10 March 2024 marking 150 days since hostages were 
taken in the attack on Israel
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Stone’s throw from Glenhazel, immaculate 4-bedroom 
home o�ering stylish living with entertainer patio, pool and 
garden. Includes playroom with bar, modern kitchen, sta� 
accommodation, excellent security and ample parking.
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Upmarket 64m² one-bedroom apartment o�ering modern 
open-plan living, stylish kitchen, separate bedroom and 
gorgeous uninterrupted views. Secure underground 
parking, excellent security and an ideal lock-up-and-go 
lifestyle, perfectly positioned close to shops and amenities.  
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A slick & stylish renovation resulting in a tasteful blend of 
old meets new. Spacious 1 bed, 1 .5 bath apartment, dining 
area, large living room, north-facing balcony with double 
access, 1 parking, town gas, cat friendly, 24/7 o�-site 
security monitoring. An ideal lock-up-and-go solution.
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North-facing. Light & bright! 3-Bedroom, 2-bathroom top-
�oor apartment in prime Morningside. Stylish open-plan 
kitchen, lounge and dining room + work nook. Large 
Entertainers patio. 2 underground parking’s, storeroom, 
24/7 security, pool. Sandton CBD, Gautrain and all 
amenities virtually on your door stop. Its Your Move!
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CLAUDIA GROSS

M andla Mandela, the grandson of late 
President Nelson Mandela, promised to 
“bring Israel to its knees” at the launch 

of the Global Sumud Flotilla Mission 2026 at the 
Nelson Mandela Foundation in 
Johannesburg last week.

Mandela said the operation was 
intended to dwarf previous flotilla 
attempts, with plans for several 
thousand participants to take 
part in a coordinated maritime 
effort involving an estimated 
100 vessels. The group is said 
to include about 1 000 medical 
workers, alongside engineers and 
participants presented as “war-
crimes investigators”. The ships 
are expected to depart from ports 
in Spain, Tunisia, and Italy, before 
moving toward Gaza as a single 
mobilisation.

Critics say that this so-called 
“moral statement” confirms 
that the initiative is primarily a 
political intervention rather than a humanitarian 
mission. Jewish communal organisations and 
political analysts have questioned both the 
humanitarian necessity of the initiative and the 
motivation of its most prominent participants.

At the launch, Mandela said that through 
collective action, “we can isolate apartheid Israel, 
collapse it, and bring it to its knees”, framing the 
flotilla as part of a broader global mobilisation 
similar to the anti-apartheid boycott movement.

Trying to garner as much support as possible, 
Mandela also called on President Cyril Ramaphosa 
to “implement what was adopted by our national 
Parliament to expel the Israeli ambassador and 
close down the embassy”.

Adam Charnas, an analyst for the South African 
Jewish Board of Deputies, described the flotilla as 
“political theatre masquerading as humanitarian 
relief”. He said it “purports to deliver aid that 
already enters Gaza freely through established 
channels”, and challenges “a blockade rendered 
moot by the Rafah Crossing’s opening”.

Charnas referred directly to Mandela and other 
participants as “attention seeking” activists with 
“track records of extreme anti-Israel rhetoric”. He 
argued that the mission “prioritises spectacle 
over substance”, and accused its organisers of 
moral inconsistency for focusing on Gaza while 
remaining silent about other humanitarian crises.

The flotilla was unlikely to improve conditions 
for Palestinians or contribute to peace, he said. 
“Genuine peace requires the unglamorous work of 
dialogue, compromise, and sustained negotiation, 
not performative publicity stunts that generate 
social media engagement while changing nothing 
on the ground.”

In his speech, Mandela invoked his 
grandfather’s legacy, and rejected claims that 

Nelson Mandela had been supportive of Israel. “I 
want to put it on record that my grandfather was 
a friend to comrade President Yasser Arafat, to 
Muammar Gaddafi, and to Fidel Castro,” he said, 
describing them as leaders who “stood side by 
side with him during our darkest days in history”. 

He repeated his grandfather’s oft-quoted line that 
“our freedom is incomplete without the freedom of 
the Palestinian people”.

The Global Sumud Flotilla follows earlier 
attempts to sail toward Gaza. In April 2024, 
Mandela said he was part of a Freedom Flotilla 
initiative in Istanbul, Turkey, which “attempted 
to sail and never got to sail because our flag was 
withdrawn”. He also referenced a “global march 
to Gaza” in which 4 000 activists travelled to 
Cairo, but were unable to reach the Rafah border 
crossing.

Previous flotilla attempts had been intercepted 
before reaching Gaza. In earlier missions, vessels 
were stopped by Israeli authorities and redirected, 
with participants returned to their countries of 
origin. Claims that some missions carried limited 
humanitarian cargo have been disputed, with 
critics arguing that they functioned primarily as 
political demonstrations. During one previous 
high-profile mission, Swedish climate activist 
Greta Thunberg was widely photographed after 
being given food by Israeli forces following 
interception, an image that circulated globally.

At the launch, Mandela also referred to 
participants being “intercepted and incarcerated 
with us” during earlier missions. Israeli authorities 
have previously stated that activists detained 
during interception operations were processed 
and deported in accordance with maritime law.

Israel has consistently maintained that its naval 
blockade of Gaza is a security measure designed to 
prevent weapons from reaching Hamas. Following 
previous flotilla attempts, the Israel Defense 
Forces stated that the blockade was lawful under 
international law and necessary to prevent the 
transfer of arms to a group committed to Israel’s 
destruction.

Organisers of the flotilla, however, describe the 
blockade as collective punishment, claiming large-
scale civilian action is necessary to draw attention 
to what they describe as Gaza’s humanitarian 
crisis.

Mandela is a staunch supporter of the Boycott, 

Divestment, Sanctions movement and a former 
African National Congress member of Parliament. 
In recent years, he has attended the funeral of 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in Beirut, and 
visited Tehran in August 2022 to receive an Islamic 
Human Rights Award, where he met then-Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian. 
During that visit, he expressed support for 
Palestine and spoke of strengthening ties between 
South Africa and Iran.

South African Zionist Federation National 
Spokesperson Rolene Marks described the flotilla 
as a predictable return to what she called “flotilla 
theatrics around Gaza”.

She said the gestures were “designed far 
more for cameras than for civilians”, noting that 

“thousands of aid trucks carrying food, fuel, and 
medical supplies continue to enter Gaza through 
established humanitarian channels”.

Marks argued that if helping Palestinians was 
a genuine priority, activists would be demanding 
that Hamas disarm and stop embedding its 
military infrastructure among civilians. She also 
questioned the focus on Gaza to the exclusion of 
other conflicts.

“Where are these flotillas for Sudan, where 
mass atrocities and ethnic slaughter continue?” 
she asked. Referring to violence in Nigeria and 
repression in Iran, she described the silence as 
“deafening”. Marks said the flotilla was “virtue 
signalling dressed up as activism”, pointing out 
that Gaza had become “a fashionable cause” while 
other conflicts were ignored because they lacked 
the same political resonance.

Political analyst Terence Corrigan described the 
flotilla as “simultaneously of no real importance, 
and dangerous to Israel”.

“It’s performative,” he said, “that’s what it’s 
intended to be.” “Something like this does nothing 
of significance to assist the people of Gaza, but 
it provides the public across the world with a 
telegenic spectacle and pulls at their heartstrings.”

Corrigan said the flotilla was designed to place 
Israel in a no-win position. “If they get through, 
it’s a propaganda victory. If Israel intervenes, 
it can be spun as Israel gratuitously punishing 
Gaza’s people.” He framed the initiative as 
part of a broader struggle over perception and 
legitimacy. “This is meant to drive an emotive 
narrative. Remember that today, information is 
a weapon, potentially more powerful than those 
wielded by any military. It seems to me that this 
is Israel’s greatest vulnerability: loss of support 
internationally.”

Mandela claimed that even if only a portion of 
the planned number of vessels sailed, supporters 
would also attempt coordinated entry through 
neighbouring countries.

Mandela’s next flotilla aims to ‘bring Israel to its knees’

Mandla Mandela discusses the 2026 mission for the Global Sumud Flotilla

leadership. Responsibility should not be 
simplistically laid at the feet of students, nor 
solely with the current headmistress.”

�e SAJBD has been unequivocal in its 
assessment of the incident.

“What occurred between Roedean School 
and King David High School constitutes 
antisemitism,” said National Director Wendy 
Kahn.

“�e tennis �xture didn’t fall away because 
of prior school commitments or academic 
workshops. It fell away because, in the words of 
Roedean’s principal, ‘It’s presenting itself as a 
Jewish day school issue’.”

King David, she noted, is the largest Jewish 
day school in the country. Like other faith-
based schools, its identity is shaped by the 
religious, cultural, and historical life of the 
community it serves.

“Excluding a Jewish day school from a 
sporting �xture on the basis of religion 
constitutes an antisemitic act and 
discrimination on the basis of religion,” Kahn 
said.

“�is is how hatred begins – with exclusion, 
othering, with the message that one’s identity 
makes one unacceptable,” she said. “Why are 
children being taught that their religion makes 
them unacceptable?”

�e SAJBD also called on Roedean to issue 
an unconditional apology; to invite King 
David to the �xture that was denied; and to 
implement an educational programme to 
ensure that no pupil or institution is excluded 
on the basis of religious or cultural identity.

“We believe this awful incident can be turned 
into a learning opportunity for inclusion, 
fairness, and equal treatment,” Kahn said.
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King David awaits apology over antisemitic snub


