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AbaThembu King Buyelekhaya Dalindyebo remains resolute 
following his controversial announcement that Mandla 
Mandela, Nelson Mandela’s grandson, would be removed 

as traditional chief of Mvezo in the Eastern Cape over his anti-Israel 
activism.

The king declared that Mandela “does not deserve” the chieftaincy, 
and accused him of being more concerned with Palestinians than 
with his own people in South Africa.

“The decision to remove Mandla Mandela was based purely on his 
actions,” said the king’s daughter and spokesperson, Princess Ntando 
Dalindyebo.

“Other than the fact that his chieftainship was already 
questionable, he continues publicly to insult and undermine the 
Royal House,” she told the SA Jewish Report.

“While we are busy trying to save our own children here, he is 
saving children in Palestine. Let Palestine give him chieftaincy,” the 
king said. “He is no longer welcome here.”

The announcement has triggered immediate legal and political 
questions, as provincial authorities and traditional leadership bodies 
have indicated that a king cannot unilaterally remove a recognised 
chief without following established traditional leadership procedures 
and constitutional processes.

However, Princess Dalindyebo told the SA Jewish Report, “In the 
kingdom of AbaThembu, the king has the highest authority, no-one 
can challenge him.

“As the kingship, we find that Mandla Mandela is not an honest 
man. After he was arrested for entering the state of Israel illegally, he 
went on social media to lie about being kidnapped. He then publicly 
tried to mobilise members of the ANC against the king. He cannot be 
trusted by the king,” she said.

“He continues to bring shame and disrespect on the Royal House, 
and that behaviour can no longer be tolerated.”

King Dalindyebo announced that three amakhosi were no longer 
recognised as chiefs, among them Mandela. The development has 
sparked debate within traditional leadership circles and raised legal 
and cultural questions.

The king’s decision follows escalating tensions between the two 
men, linked to the king’s engagement with Israeli visitors in the 
Eastern Cape and Mandela’s outspoken anti-Israel activism. Mandela 
has referred media queries to the king’s office.

South African Friends of Israel spokesperson Bafana Modise said, 
“For many years, the Madiba legacy has been used and abused 
and Mandla Mandela has always walked in the shadow of his 
grandfather’s name. However, he hasn’t offered anything to South 
Africans, and hasn’t done anything for the people of the Eastern 
Cape.

“While the king was working to build a better life for the people 
of the Eastern Cape, Mandela chose Palestinians once again. The 
king has drawn a line between those who are for helping the Xhosa 

nation, and those who want to destroy what the people of that region 
would benefit from,” said Modise.

“Mandla has been seen for who he is, an Islamist who chooses 
hatred of Israel even if Israel helps his own people, and the king has 
said, ‘Enough’.”

Dalindyebo accused Mandela of disrespect and of failing to 
recognise royal authority. “A chief who doesn’t see eye to eye with 
me must take his belongings and leave my father’s land,” he said. 
Dalindyebo’s remarks were made during a gathering hosted by 

African Transformation Movement (ATM) President Professor Caesar 
Nongqunga.

The Eastern Cape Traditional Affairs Department said Dalindyebo 
wasn’t empowered to dethrone traditional leaders without 
consultation with the premier. The Congress of Traditional Leaders 
of South Africa (Contralesa) said customary and constitutional 
processes must be followed, with Contralesa President Kgoshi 
Lameck Mokoena reportedly saying the removal of a chief couldn’t 
be done by individual decree.

The dispute has unfolded against a geopolitical backdrop, with 
Israel emerging as the central fault line in the royal feud. In recent 
months, Dalindyebo has openly engaged with Israeli officials 
and institutions, arguing that cooperation in areas such as water 
security, healthcare, and agriculture could help address severe 
service-delivery challenges in the beleaguered Eastern Cape.

The king travelled to Israel, where he met Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog and other government representatives and toured 
facilities specialising in water management and medical innovation. 
Following his visit, he worked with recently expelled Israeli 
Deputy Ambassador Ariel Seidman and the director of digital 
communications at the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, David 
Saranga, to explore potential initiatives in the province. These 
included discussions about hospital partnerships with Sheba 
Medical Center as well as projects linked to Innovation Africa, a 
non-profit organisation that installs solar-powered water systems in 
remote villages.

Saranga later visited the Eastern Cape, and met hospital 
management at Mthatha General Hospital and Nelson Mandela 
Academic Hospital. He also attended a gathering of more than 50 
traditional leaders convened by Dalindyebo, with water access and 
healthcare support central to discussions.

The South African government subsequently gave Seidman 
72 hours to get out of South Africa, 

AbaThembu king unrepentant over deposing Mandela

Continued on page 3>>
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The incident at Roedean School shook many 
in our community. Feelings ran high, and 
it was hard not to be unsettled. Yet even in 

moments like these, the Torah reminds us that our 
core, our inner gold remains untouchable.

Parshas Terumah teaches this beautifully. The 
Torah tells us to build a Mishkan covered in gold. 
My first thought, as a rabbi involved in renovating 
my shul, is “Gold? Inside and out? Did anyone check 
the budget?”

The holiest object in the Mishkan was the Aron, 
the Ark of the Covenant. The Torah instructs it be 
made of acacia wood and covered with gold, inside 
and out. To achieve this, Betzalel, the architect, built 
three nested boxes: a golden box, a wooden box 
inside it, and another golden box inside that.

Why the fuss? Why not just plate one wooden 
box? Because the Aron is not about wood or gold. It 
is about the human soul.

Gold is incorruptible. It doesn’t rot, decay, or 
change under pressure. Wood, by contrast, grows, 
shifts, and sometimes deteriorates. Life works the 
same way.

Our core essence is unchanging like gold, it’s a 
divine spark. Around 
it lies our personality, 
moods, impulses, 
insecurities, which can 
vacillate like wood. 
Finally, there is the 
external façade of our 
actions and behaviour, 
our outer layer of gold.

Even if our “wood” 
feels messy or unstable, 
the Torah reminds us 
that the gold inside 
remains untouchable. 

Our outer actions can shine too, if we choose to let 
them.

As a child, I loved watching my father at work 
in the jewellery trade. He would purchase bags of 
gold sweeps, dust, and tiny scraps from polishing. 
To me, it looked like he was collecting dirt. I was 
embarrassed that my father was buying what looked 
like dirt, and he didn’t work for the sanitation 
department or Pikitup. But then came the magic. In 
his refinery, he would melt the dust under intense 
heat. Slowly, the impurities dissolved, leaving pure, 
radiant gold.

The brilliance was hiding in the dust the whole 
time. That lesson has stayed with me. Sometimes 
gold just needs a little heat to shine.

Life has its own refining moments. Even in 
challenging times, 
the gold is still there. 
Holding our heads high; 
standing proud of our 
identity; responding 
with courage and 
dignity; that’s letting the 
gold shine.

This week, as our 
family celebrates my 
daughter, Sara Rosa’s, 
Batmitzvah, the lesson 
resonates. A Batmitzvah 
marks the moment a 
young Jewish woman 
begins taking ownership 
of her choices, not 
because she is perfect, 
but because she learns 
that her words, actions, 
and behaviour can 
reflect the gold within, 

even when feelings are messy.
Parshas Terumah reminds us that we are all 

builders of our own Mishkan. We cannot always 
control our emotions or life’s surprises, but we 
can choose how we act. The gold is already there. 
Sometimes it just needs a little heat to reveal its 
brilliance.

When we let it shine, we create a sanctuary within 
ourselves, our families, and our community, one 
golden choice at a time.

Rabbi Ari Kievman 
Rabbi of the Sandton 

Central Shul and Chabad 
Seniors programmes

Andorra’s tiny Jewish community reels after 
local carnival features mock execution of Israeli 
effigy

An annual festival in Andorra drew condemnation 
from the country’s small Jewish community after an 
effigy bearing the Israeli flag was staged in a mock trial 
and then hung and shot.

The incident was part of the traditional Catalan 
festival Carnestoltes, which occurs yearly before Lent, 
the 40-day period that precedes Easter. At the festival 
on Monday, 16 February, in Andorra, where a mock 
king is typically tried and burned, organisers instead 
used an effigy wearing blue with the Israeli flag 
painted on its face.

During the festivities, the Israeli effigy was 
symbolically tried, hung, shot, and burned, according 
to social media posts and a report in the Israeli outlet 
YNet.

The incident drew outcry from the microstate’s tiny 
Jewish community, which only just got its first full-time 
rabbi, a Chabad emissary, in the past two years.

“This is a ritual they perform every year as part 
of carnival, where they mock many things,” Jewish 

Andorra resident Esther Pujol told YNet. 
“This time, they dressed the effigy in the 
colours of the Israeli flag, with a Star 
of David on its face. They put it on trial, 
sentenced it to death, and carried out the 
sentence by shooting and burning it. It’s 
completely unacceptable.”

Pujol told the outlet that it was the first time she 
had seen the festival include anti-Israel or antisemitic 
elements, and that she had contacted Andorran 
legislators to express her outrage. The mayor of 
Encamp, the city where the incident took place, and 
local politicians took part in the ceremony, according 
to YNet.

The European Jewish Congress also decried the 
display in a post on X, writing that the mock execution 
was a “deeply disturbing act that risks normalising 
antisemitism and incitement”.

“This incident requires unequivocal condemnation, 
full clarification of responsibilities, and concrete 
measures to ensure that antisemitism is never tolerated 
in public celebrations or institutions in Andorra or 
anywhere in Europe,” the post continued.

Other Lent festivities have also been the site of 
antisemitism in recent years, with Belgian celebrations 
in 2019 featuring antisemitic caricatures and a Spanish 
parade in 2020 featuring a Holocaust-themed display.

The incident marks a rare instance of open turmoil 
for Jews in Andorra, which is nestled between 
France and Spain in the Pyrenees mountains. While 
France and Spain have experienced widespread pro-
Palestinian protests and antisemitic incidents in recent 
years, Andorra has largely avoided similar tensions.

In September 2025, Andorra formally announced its 
recognition of Palestinian statehood alongside a host 
of other European nations during the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York City.

But local Jews have also sought to remain under 
the radar, considering that Andorra officially prohibits 
non-Catholic houses of worship. The Jewish community 
calls its gathering place a community centre rather than 
a synagogue. In 2023, Andorra’s Parliament elected a 
Jewish legislator for the first time.

British woman who removed an 
Israeli hostage poster from a 
memorial site convicted of theft
A British woman who is married to a 

Jewish anti-Zionist activist has been 
convicted of theft in connection with a 2024 

incident in which she removed an Israeli hostage 
poster and threw it in the trash.

Fiona Monro, 58, of Brighton, England, was found 
guilty of theft, but not convicted of criminal damage 
for charges stemming from a February 2024 incident 
in which she took a large laminated poster of Israeli 
hostage Tsachi Idan and disposed of it.

A relative of Idan who lives in a neighbouring town, 
Howe, returned the poster to the memorial site after 
Monro threw it away. A week later, Monro also wrote the 
phrase, “Pray for the 30 000 murdered Palestinians” on 
the memorial, but was acquitted of charges related to 

the vandalism, according to Brighton and Hove News.
The incident came at a time when Israeli hostage 

posters were being vandalised frequently by activists 
across the globe who said they were protesting against 
the war in Gaza. The war began when Hamas attacked 
Israel on 7 October 2023, killing about 1 200 people and 
taking about 250 hostages. Idan was killed in Hamas 
captivity, and his remains were returned to Israel a year 
ago during a negotiated ceasefire.

“This crime was one out of 50 times the memorial 
was vandalised, and it took two years to get justice. But 
it’s possible to get a win,” Heidi Bachram, one of the 
memorial’s organisers, told the Jewish News following 
Monro’s conviction. “We cannot let hateful people get 
away with attacking us.”

Monro told police that the memorial located in 
Brighton’s Palmeira Square “didn’t represent the Jewish 
community”, citing her marriage to the prominent 
activist Tony Greenstein. Greenstein was expelled from 
Great Britain’s Labour Party in 2018 over his social 
media comments about Israel, which his party deemed 
antisemitic.

“The board was clearly there to justify the genocide 
that was happening,” Monro said in the police interview. 
“A large laminated board with a photograph of a 
hostage was highly inflammatory. Many people in that 
community clearly found it very upsetting to have that 

constantly thrust in our face 
daily.”

After Monro’s lawyer, Hamish 
McCallum, requested that the 
jury consider whether it was 
proportionate to convict her on 
the basis she was exercising 
her right to express her political 
views, Judge Stephen Mooney 
rejected the proposal.

“This isn’t therefore a 
case of the state seeking to 
prosecute the defendant 
disproportionately for 
expressing her own views or 
otherwise interfering with her 

rights,” said Mooney. “It’s a case of the state prosecuting 
the defendant for putting her views above those of 
others and causing them wholly unnecessary distress by 
so doing.”

Mooney gave Monro an 18-month conditional 
discharge and ordered her to pay $1 637 (R26 230) in 
prosecution costs.
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Candles and a placard displayed during a vigil in the centre of Brighton, 
England on 18 January 2025 for people held hostage by Palestinian 
militant group Hamas in Gaza
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Magical, move-in-ready 4-bedroom home o�ering lounge 
with �replace, dining room and playroom o� modern 
kitchen. Playroom o� modern kitchen leads into pool 
area, entertainers patio overlooks exquisite garden. Sta� 
accommodation, garage, carport, ample parking and 
excellent security.
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Luxury cluster o�ering 4 bedrooms, high ceilings, open-
plan living to covered patio and garden, modern kitchen 
with scullery, study/playroom, guest suite, double garage 
and inverter. Stylish secure living on border of Fairmount/
Glenhazel.
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A 79m2 top �oor unit that o�ers combined dining/sitting 
room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms sharing a bathroom, enclosed 
balcony, and 1 allocated parking bay. Well-maintained, well-
run complex with good security and convenient access to 
M1 & major amenities. An attractive buying proposition for 
1st time buyers, investors and renovators.
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Secure cluster village in French lane o�ers open plan tiled 
interiors. 3 good size bedrooms all ensuite. Generous 
patio with garden & feature pool. Wood burners in living 
rooms. Caesarstone kitchen has gas cooker. Single sta�. 
Double garage. On show Sunday 22nd!
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ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY 2:30 - 4:30 PM FOR SALE ON SHOW THIS SUNDAY 3 - 5 PM

CLAUDIA GROSS

Hundreds of people gathered 
outside the United States 
Consulate in Sandton on  

14 February, appealing to Washington 
to help stop the destruction of the 
Iranian people by the Islamic Republic 
of Iran.

�ey stood with photographs of 
people who had been killed in recent 
unrest in Iran, chanting a single, 
repeated appeal, “Please hear us.”

�e demonstration, one of a series 
held in cities around the world, was 
intended to show that opposition 
to the Islamic Republic extended far 
beyond Iran’s borders, and that those 
living abroad believed international 
pressure was their only remaining 
leverage.

Organisers said most of the 
attendees were Iranian expatriates. 
Reza*, an Iranian living in South 
Africa and one of the organisers, 
described the turnout as good for a 
community that fears repercussions 
for relatives at home. “After we got 
the permit, many people called us 
and told us to cancel,” he said. Reza 
said the gathering was deliberately 
peaceful, and that participants handed 
out �owers to passersby “to show the 
nice face of the Iranian people”.

�e protest formed part of 
coordinated global action by members 
of the Iranian diaspora following a 
surge of unrest inside Iran and reports 
by Iranian human rights organisations 
that tens of thousands of people were 
killed and hundreds of thousands 
injured during a crackdown in early 
January. Large demonstrations took 
place in cities including Toronto, 
Munich, and Los Angeles, where 
media outlets reported crowds in the 
hundreds of thousands.

In Gauteng, the choice of the US 
Consulate as a venue re�ected the 
protesters’ focus on American policy. 
�e organiser said participants didn’t 
want the US to negotiate with the 
Islamic Republic, and instead to 
support e�orts to bring about political 
change. “We can’t do it alone,” he said.

For some attendees, the motivation 
was rooted in what Jacob*, a Jewish 
South African who attended the 
protest, described as a breach of 
the basic obligation between a state 
and its citizens. “�e foremost duty 
of a government is to protect the 
lives of the people,” he said. “You are 
killing your own people. �at’s it.” He 

linked the recent unrest to economic 
pressure, including high in�ation 
and the collapse in the value of the 
currency, which he said had pushed 
traders and workers onto the streets 
before the violence began.

Fear was a recurring theme in 
accounts of the day. Jacob said 
many Iranians in South Africa were 
reluctant to attend because of concern 
for family members in Iran and 
uncertainty about future dealings 
with Iranian authorities. Some 
had passports due for renewal, and 
worried that their presence at the 
protest could be recorded.

Members of Johannesburg’s 
Jewish community attended in 
smaller numbers. Howard Sackstein, 
chairperson of the SA Jewish Report, 
said of his attendance at the gathering 
that it was important to “show 
solidarity with the people of Iran, who 
su�ered such unbelievable terror in 
the past few months”, while stressing 
that the event was led by Iranians 
and that Jewish participation was 
limited. A brief counter-protest by 
two pro-Palestinian activists carrying 
�ags highlighted the wider regional 
tensions surrounding Iran. Witnesses 

said they were met with boos before 
leaving the area.

�e demonstration took place 
against the backdrop of nearly �ve 
decades of hostility between the 
Islamic Republic and the US and 
Israel. Since the 1979 revolution, Iran 
has de�ned itself in opposition to 
American in�uence, and has rejected 
Israel’s legitimacy. Its support for 
armed groups across the Middle East, 
including Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
Hamas in Gaza, has been a central 
element of its foreign policy and has 
drawn sanctions, diplomatic isolation, 
and periodic military confrontation.

For Israel, Iran is regarded as the 
most signi�cant strategic threat 
because of its regional alliances, 
missile programme, and nuclear 
ambitions. For the US, relations 
have been marked by sanctions and 
intermittent negotiations over Iran’s 
nuclear activities. �ose tensions 
have intensi�ed since the start of the 
Gaza war, with Iranian-aligned groups 
launching attacks across the region 
and raising the risk of direct con�ict.

Inside Iran, protests in recent 
years have been driven by a 
combination of economic hardship, 
political repression, and anger about 
corruption. Demonstrations have 
often been met with force. �e scale 
of the most recent crackdown has 
been disputed, but Iranian diaspora 
activists and rights groups describe it 
as one of the deadliest episodes since 
the revolution.

�e global response has been 
uneven. Iranian communities in 
North America and Europe have 

mobilised in large numbers, while the 
issue has struggled to gain sustained 
international attention amid other 
con�icts. In South Africa, the political 
context has added another layer of 
complexity for Iranian expatriates, 
some of whom said they felt exposed 

both to the authorities in Tehran and 
the domestic environment in which 
the protest took place.

Many of those who attended carried 
images of friends or relatives they 
said had been killed. Some chanted 
for political change and the return of 
a system they believed could lead to a 
secular and democratic order. Others 
focused on drawing attention to what 
they described as the su�ering of 
ordinary Iranians. “Don’t see only the 
Iranian government,” Reza said. “We 
are also from Iran, although we prefer 
to be called Persian as we long for our 
King and the kingdom we had before.”

As the crowd dispersed, the 
�owers handed out during the 
protest remained with passersby. 
For participants, the gathering was 
an attempt to connect the events 
unfolding in Iranian cities to a street 
corner in Johannesburg, and to place 
their demands within the wider 
confrontation that has shaped Iran’s 
relations with the US and Israel for 
nearly half a century.
*Sources asked to have their names 
changed for security reasons.

Joburg protest ampli�es Iranians’ cry for freedom

The demonstration took  

place against the backdrop 

of nearly �ve decades 

of hostility between the 

Islamic Republic  

and the US and Israel.

declaring him persona non grata.
While Dalindyebo has been finding 

practical solutions to problems in the 
Eastern Cape, Mandela has taken a 
markedly different position.

The former African National 
Congress MP has become one of 
the country’s most vocal anti-Israel 
activists. At the recent launch of the 
Global Sumud Flotilla Mission 2026, 
Mandela declared that the initiative 
sought to “bring Israel to its knees”.

Diplomatic sources in Israel told 
the SA Jewish Report, “Mandela 
attacked the king for accepting 
humanitarian aid from Israel after 
the floods in August. He has exerted 
sustained pressure on the king to 
reject Israeli humanitarian support. 
Denying disaster relief for political 
grandstanding comes at the expense 
of the very people he claims to 
represent. For a self-styled human 
rights activist, his silence after 
thousands were massacred in Iran was 
deafening.”

Dalindyebo announced the 
dismissal while unveiling plans to 
contest the 2026 local government 
elections in alliance with the ATM.

“This royal kingdom remains a 

friend of Israel and a friend of the 
Jewish community because when 
our people needed help the most, 
Israel was there for us, and instead of 
helping his people, Mandla ran off to 
help Palestinians,” the princess said.

This isn’t the first confrontation 
between Dalindyebo and Mandela. 
In 2013, Mandela exhumed the 
remains of three of Nelson Mandela’s 
children from their graves in Qunu 
and reinterred them in Mvezo without 
broader family consent, triggering 
outrage within the Mandela family. 
King Dalindyebo opposed the move, 
and the Eastern Cape High Court in 
Mthatha ultimately ordered that the 
remains be returned to the family 
graveyard near Qunu.

The dispute has also exposed 
internal divisions within the wider 
Mandela family over Israel and 
Gaza. Mandela’s cousins, Zamaswazi 
Dlamini-Mandela and Zaziwe Dlamini-
Manaway, visited Israel and Gaza 
last year, saying they were open to 
seeing the situation for themselves 
and describing the experience to the 
SA Jewish Report as “eye-opening”, 
a stance that contrasted sharply with 
Mandla’s uncompromising rhetoric.

Pro-Iranian protesters outside the US Consulate in Sandton
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AbaThembu king moves to dethrone Mandela
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