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s the Middle East conflict disrupts global
Atravel,thousands of flights have been

cancelled, creating the most significant
aviation disruption since the COVID-19 pandemic.

The airspace closure over Israel and restrictions
affecting neighbouring countries have forced airlines
to cancel flights or reroute services, leaving travellers
scrambling to find alternative ways home. With limited
repatriation flights and disrupted schedules across
major Middle Eastern hubs, many are attempting
complicated, multi-country journeys in order to reach
their destinations.

ForTel Aviv resident Adam Marks, 25, the travel
uncertainty wasn't going to stop him attending his
sister's wedding in South Africa.

After leaming that Israeli airspace had closed, Marks
began searching for alternative routes. "I'm prepared
to try anything to make it to my sister's wedding in
Johannesburg,” he told the SA Jewish Report.

Travel coordinators Shana Chrysler and Debbie Ogus,
together with Israeli tour guide Rabbi Gary Rogoff, put
together an unconventional route out of the country for
Marks and 45 Yeshiva students from the United States,
Canada, the United Kingdom, and Europe.

The intricate plan involves buses, border crossings, exit
and entry visas, cash in multiple currencies, taxis, and
multiple flights across several countries.

Marks began his journey by bus on Wednesday,

4 March, from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, before boarding
another bus heading south through the night towards
the Egyptian Taba (Menacham Begin) border near Eilat.

After crossing into Egypt, Marks is expected to be met
by a taxi driver who will drive him about two hours to
Taba International Airport.

From there, he's scheduled to board a repatriation
flight operated by Arkia Airlines to Athens, Greece. From
there, he plans to connect to an Ethiopian Airlines flight

south african e

EWIS

h

to Addis Ababa, later departing for Johannesburg.

If the itinerary proceeds as scheduled, he's expected
to arrive in Johannesburg on Friday morming at about
05:00 after travelling for almost two days.

Marks said the complicated trip was worth it if it
meant attending his sister's wedding, where he is to be
the master of ceremonies. "l would literally go through
multiple countries to be at Tammy's wedding," he said.

The route through Egypt carries a symbolic twist as
Passover approaches, he said.

"It's crazy going back into Egypt just weeks before
Pesach where we spent 40 years wandering in the
desert," he said.

Lily Fisher, 75, and her partner, Tony Newman, 78, of
Johannesburg are stranded in Thailand after their flight
from Bangkok to Johannesburg via Doha was cancelled.

The elderly couple had been holidaying in Phuket,
"atrip of a lifetime”, when the Middle East crisis
escalated and airspace closures began affecting
international flight paths.

Their connecting flight from Doha to Johannesburg
was cancelled, leaving them unable to complete their
journey home, essentially leaving them stranded in a
foreign country with limited funds.

"They are afraid, anxious, and extremely worried,"
said Fisher's daughter, Amanda Garber, speaking
from Los Angeles. “They literally have no place to
stay, and the few available flights are prohibitively
expensive as so many travellers are stuck, desperate
to get onto any flight,” she said.

"Right now they need to find an affordable place to
stay; it's very scary for them," she said.

Travel organisers and tour operators have been
coordinating border transfers and airport connections
for those willing to undertake long journeys. South
Africans leaving Israel can also go through Jordan. This
involves travelling north to the Jordan River crossing
near Beit She'an, before continuing by road to Queen
Alia International Airport in Amman.
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Border processing can take between 90 minutes
and two hours, after which travellers are met on the
Jordanian side by a bus or driver. From there, the journey
to the airportin Amman takes approximately two hours.

The total journey usually takes between five and
seven hours.

The costs of going through Egypt and Jordan are
considerable.

"In these extraordinary times, people are willing to go
to great lengths to get themselves or their loved ones
home," said Rogoff.

Another traveller caught in the disruption was Noah
Greenbhill, a South African who lives in Israel and was
attempting to return there when the conflict erupted.

Greenhill had boarded Ethiopian Airlines flight ET414
from OR Tambo International Airport early on Saturday,
28 February.

"While we were on the runway about to take off, my
kids in Israel messaged to say they were going into the
mamad (safe room). There were sirens,” he said.

With no connectivity during the flight, he was unable
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to contact his family.

"It was the most anxious flight I've ever had. The
nightmares of what might or could happen to my kids. |
wasn't worried about me but about Israel and specifically
my children being safe," he said.

When he landed in Addis Ababa and connected to
Wi-Fi, his phone filled with messages and he discovered
the war had broken out and flights to Tel Aviv had been
cancelled.

Greenhill returned to South Africa, where he is waiting
forinformation on when flights to Israel will resume.

Kim Kur, founder of Community Circle SA, said she
has been receiving countless messages from anxious
travellers seeking assistance.

One woman who travelled to Dubai to visit her
husband found herself unable to return to her young
children in South Africa as planned. According to Kur,
the woman faced an additional challenge when her
psychiatric medication began running low. “Because
such prescriptions must be issued by a doctor in the

Continued on page 3>>
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Toronto synagogue shot at hours after Purim event
A Toronto synagogue was hit by gunfire late on
Monday night, just hours after a Purim celebratio
was held there.

No injuries were reported in the shooting at
the Reform synagogue Temple Emanu-El at around
22:49. The Purim event, billed as a “singalong shpiel”

multiple buildings, including a seniors’ residence. A mo
before, police said a suspect had “damaged the outer
windows” of Kehilath Shaarei Torah, a synagogue nec
Temple Emanu-El.

“This is the fourth time a Jewish institution has been
targeted for gunfire in Toronto over the past two years,
in addition to countless threats and acts of vandalism,” sai
and costume contest, had run until 21:00. Adam Minsky, president of UJA Federation of Greater Toronto

Rabbi Debra Landsberg told reporters she was still inside the “Every day, families across our community carry deep concerns
building when the shooting occurred, and heard the gunshots. “I'nthe safety of their children. But we are resilient and refuse to be
a bit shaken up,” she said. “It's devastating that there are those inintimidated. We will continue to proudly celebrate Jewish life.”
this society who want to shatter what we have here.”

Police didn’t confirm how many shell casings were found outsiddrump denies Israel drew US into war
the building, but the synagogue wrote on Instagram that “20 shotdJS President Donald Trump has rejected claims that Israel pull

were fired”. the United States into the war with Iran, instead suggesting that
“We’re working closely with law enforcement and security had “forced their hands”.
partners,” the - Trump’s comments came after

post read. “We
remain united
and resilient.
Our building is
damaged; our
congregation

Secretary of State Marco Rubio told
reporters the US entered the conflict
because officials “knew that there
was going to be an Israeli action” and
expected to become embroiled as

a result. Rubio’s comments ignited

is not.Chag guestions about whether Trump was

sameach taking his cues from the Israelis.

everyone.” “Based on the way the negotiation w:
Toronto going, | think they were going to attack

police’s hate
crime unit as
well as the
gun and gang
task force are
investigating
the shooting;
the suspect is currently unknown. The president’s claims appeared to contradict reports from the
Police have upped their presence in Toronto’s Jewish Pentagon to Congress on Sunday that there was no intelligence
neighbourhoods, as well as around houses of worship and other suggesting Iran planned to attack US forces first.
Jewish institutions, since the war in Iran broke out on Saturday, “If we didn’t do what we’re doing right now, you would have
deputy chief Robert Johnson said. had a nuclear war and they would have taken out many countrie
The shooting is the latest in a string of crimes targeting Jewish because you know what? They're sick people,” Trump told
institutions and residents in Toronto. A Jewish girls’ elementary reporters. “They’re mentally ill, sick people. They’re angry, they
school was hit by gunfire three times in 2024 alone. This past crazy, they're sick.”
December, mezuzahs were ripped from residents’ doorposts in  «All briefs supplied by JTA

¥ A e | firstand | didn’t want that to happen,”
Y - Trump told reporters at the White Hous
(- " POLICE INVESTIGATING OVERNIGHT SHOOTING AT A .
" NORTH YORK SYNAGOGUE M| [ on Tuesday during a press conference
- = P> 0 | with German Chancellor Friedrich Mer:
Police did not con rm how many shell casings were found outside the buildin SO, nj anything, I might have forced
srael’'s hand, but Israel was ready and

but the synagogue wrote on Instagram that “20 shots were red at our synagogue:
were ready.”
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“1 will help you through

this difficult time in your
life with all the necessary
tombstone requirements”

Do we believe in G-d because it works? Tahmoud

Sanding at Mount Sinai, overwhelmed bythheugtiPekudestructured as Mishkan, Shabba "j"

ounds and sights just experienced, aw&blden Calf, Shabbat, Mishkan? He sugges
y the voice of G-d; we have just been fileaidwithout the integrity of sacred “relations
from Egypt, carried on the wings of miracles. Buaiments with G-d, there is no difference bet
now Moshe ascends the mountain, and the déys golden structure of the Mishkan and the
stretch on. He’s not back yet ... The Erev Rasbreginsgof the calf.
foment anxiety — and from that anxiety emergesSthabbat, a sacred moment to rendezvous miment, he urged, we mufSt
Golden Calf. G-d, serves as the buffer to separate the Miditldronto each other. Alone, the wall is impc
When G-d spoke the Ten Commandments, frtens#ie, Egel. Together, supporting and uplifting each othe
“l am the One who took you out of Egypt.” Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach sharpened the poasicend.
When the Erev Rav — the mixed multitude ~“Whoever says their religion works is simply invehe&olden Calf is not just a story of anci
proclaim their idol, they say, “This is your g-d,itspagjan worship.” Paganism is about utility, usiihgre. It is a mirror held up to each of us in
who brought you up the divine to achieve results. Judaism, by congraiserition. Do we seek a G-d who “works”,

Rabbi Kalman Green
Constantia Shul
Cape Town

from Egypt.” about relationship. Faith is not transactional. we seek the One who simply is — whose pre

For G-d, the exodus Moshe prayed 515 times with all his soul to ¥ileQ FWL“HV HYHQ VLOHQF!
was not an end in itsellfie Land, and G-d said no. Yet Moshe kept prayiogelieve means to stand with nothing in |
it was a beginning, a He taught us that prayer is not about results; #verything in heart; and to climb the wall — to
prelude to the giving about standing before
(and accepting) of theG-d, even when the
Torah. For the Erev answer is silence. Th
Rav, freedom in and dkst of faith is not whe
itself was the goal. Buprayers are answereq
when Torah imposed but when they are not
responsibility, they One of the last thing
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recoiled. Their faith  the Rizhiner said bef¢| Johannesburg 18315 19304
was functional, not he passed away waslt Bi?ﬁ;r?wn iggg iggg
covenantal. everyone will have to Bloemfontein  18:15 19:14
Do we believe in G-go through three hour Ggeberha 18:15 19:20
because prayers are when even G-d doesp)| Plettenberg Bay 18:15 19:29
answered, promises work and everything || East London 18:15 19:10
Jerusalem 17:01 18:18

IXO“OOHG P Lidfdllirgadavt, and
delivered? Or do we that during those thre
believe even when hours it will be so har
nothing seems to worko believe in G-d, it wil
at all? literally be like walking

Rabbi Kenneth up a wall.

Brander asks why is  How can you walk u
the order of the Toraha wall? There is nothir
inparshiyot Terumah to hold on to. In that

Tel Aviv 17:20 18:19 i
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To our Israeli family.
We stand with you today and always.
Our prayers and thoughts are with you.
Realty Mayour Shabbat candles bring light and peace to us all.
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