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Scenes of exhaustion and relief unfolded at OR 
Tambo International Airport this week as more 
South Africans arrived home after gruelling 30-

hour journeys from Israel amid continued widespread 
Middle East war travel disruptions.

At about 07:00 on Wednesday, 11 March, an EgyptAir 
flight from Cairo carried at least 40 South Africans 
returning in a group from Israel after what many 
passengers described as an “insane journey”.

Among them were several sets of young parents 
travelling with small babies and toddlers, and many 
wedding guests, including families of 
brides and grooms and retinue members 
desperately trying to make it back to South 
Africa for at least three weddings taking 
place this week.

For some, the race against time didn’t end 
when the plane touched down.

Two sisters went straight from the airport 
to prepare for a photoshoot ahead of their 
sister’s wedding later that day. Their original 
fight from Jordan had been cancelled the 
night before it was scheduled to leave, 
forcing them to book another flight, from 
Egypt.

The chaotic journeys have become 
increasingly common as air travel in and out 
of Israel remains heavily disrupted. While 
Ben Gurion Airport has partially reopened, 
flights remain extremely limited, and many 
foreign airlines have suspended their 
services, forcing travellers to find alternative 
routes out of the country.

For Wednesday’s group, the journey 
began at about 04:00 when members left 
Israel by bus, heading south to the Taba 
border crossing with Egypt.

The crossing, usually a 20-minute 
exercise, proved to be the most stressful part 
of the journey, said some travellers.

“Border officials wanted to charge us double for our 
visas,” said one yeshiva student, “They were refusing to 
let us leave. Time was running out and we still needed 
to drive about three hours to get to Sharm El Sheikh 
International Airport to catch our flight to Cairo.”

Travellers were delayed for hours as officials 
demanded additional cash payments, causing long 
queues and confusion.

Travel expert Kim Kur, of Community Circle SA, said, 
“We will be investigating why this happened. It is usually 
a smooth process.”

“I was frantic,” said one Johannesburg mother. “The 
uncertainty about whether they would make the flight, or 

whether there would be further glitches along the way, 
was incredibly nerve-wracking.”

When they were finally cleared, the travellers piled 
into taxis and sped across the Sinai Desert in a desperate 
attempt to reach the airport before the flight departed.

“It was very beautiful scenery, but it was pretty hairy 
not knowing if we’d make it in time,” said one. “I think 
the driver was communicating with airport officials and 
travel agents to make sure the plane didn’t leave without 
us.”

EgyptAir’s local office worked with airport officials and 
travel coordinators, Shana Chrysler of Emunah Travel, and 
Israeli oleh Rabbi Gary Rogoff to ensure the passengers 

could still board their connection.
“It was very stressful but EgyptAir was amazing,” said 

Chrysler, who has been coordinating complex travel 
routes with Rogoff for stranded South Africans.

Behind the scenes, the two were tracking the group’s 
progress minute by minute as they raced to the airport.

The passengers arrived just minutes before the plane 
was due to take off.

They boarded the short domestic flight to Cairo 
before connecting to the overnight EgyptAir service to 
Johannesburg, where things ran smoothly.

For many passengers, the stakes could not have been 
higher.

“My son has two special weddings this 
week and wanted to be home for Pesach,” 
said a mother. “I haven’t seen him since 
June so became very emotional when he 
arrived home. My 18-year-old daughter is 
due to come back from seminary the same 
way later this week, so the stress and anxiety 
continues. We’ve had to make alternative 
travel plans for her as well. Professional 
travel coordinators are essential as they are 
able to speak directly to airlines and airports 
and relay vital communication.”

Another group of about 50 South 
Africans is expected to attempt the same 
journey on Thursday, including yeshiva 
students trying to return home.

“It’s hectic,” said Chrysler whose son, 
a yeshiva student, made it home on 
Wednesday after his flight from Amman, 
Jordan was cancelled, forcing her to rebook 
him a flight home from Egypt.

While many South Africans are 
scrambling to leave Israel, travel in the 
opposite direction has become nearly 
impossible for South Africans.

One family hoping to attend their son’s 
wedding in Israel next week remains 
stranded because they hold only South 

South Africans take nerve-wracking trips to get home

Continued on page 3>>
An eerily quiet Ben Gurion Airport on Monday afternoon
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When people look back on an enjoyable 
holiday or a family gathering, they often 
forget the challenges that went with it. 

The suitcase that was lost, the child who fell ill, the 
jet lag, the long airport queues, moments that felt 
frustrating at the time somehow fade from memory.

For others, the opposite happens. A wonderful 
holiday can be overshadowed by a single unpleasant 
experience at the end. Perhaps an argument just 
before leaving the airport or an encounter with a rude 
passenger on the flight home, it colours the memory 
of the entire trip.

Why does this 
happen?

Psychologist Daniel 
Kahneman explained 
that we should think 
of experience and 
memory as two 
different things. 
Experience is how we 
live through an event 
in real time. Memory is 
how we remember that 
event once it is over.

Our memories aren’t 
perfect recordings 
of what actually 
happened. Instead, 
they’re shaped by 
emotion, perspective, 
and especially by the 
way an experience 
ends. The story we later 
tell ourselves about 
an event can become 
more powerful than the 
event itself.

In life, everything 

has both an experience and a memory. Ideally, we 
want the two to align – that the experience itself is 
meaningful and that the memory we carry forward is 
positive too.

This week’s Torah portion describes one of the most 
powerful collective experiences in Jewish history: the 
completion of the Mishkan, the portable sanctuary 
built by the Israelites in the desert.

The Mishkan was far more than a construction 
project. It represented the Jewish people creating 
a space in this world for the Divine Presence. The 
entire nation participated. Men and women, artisans 
and donors, leaders and labourers, each person 
contributed something.

Yet the Torah uses an intriguing phrase when 
describing those who actually did the work. The verse 
tells us that Moses called Betzalel, Oholiav, and every 
wise-hearted person 
“whose heart inspired 
him to come close to the 
work, to do it” (Exodus 
36:2).

Why does the Torah 
say their hearts inspired 
them to come close 
to the work? Why not 
simply say they were 
inspired to do it?

Building the Mishkan 
required effort, skill, 
and dedication. Any 
meaningful project 
– whether spiritual, 
communal, or personal 
– demands the same. At 
times the task can seem 
overwhelming.

The Torah teaches an 
important principle: 

before we can truly do 
something, we must first draw ourselves close to it.

When we approach a task with curiosity, openness, 
and a sense of connection, the work no longer 
feels distant or burdensome. Instead, it becomes 
something we are part of.

Sometimes the hardest step in an endeavour is 
simply getting started. But once we come close to the 
work, it often begins to pull us in.

And when that happens, both the experience and 
the memory become meaningful.

BATYA

Rabbi Alon Friedman 
Yeshiva Mizrachi

Generative AI goes to war. And Iran is discovering  
what it’s like to fight without it.

amir mizrochopinion

The Iranian pilot never saw the 
missile that killed him.

His Russian-built Yakovlev 
Yak-130, a jet trainer first flown in 1996 
and introduced into service in 2010, was 
flying over Tehran when the aircraft simply 
disintegrated. The explosion appeared 
sudden, inexplicable. There was no visible 
attacker. Just a flash, then debris falling 
through the sky.

Debris from the Iranian fighter jet 
destroyed last week over Iran.

The same thing happened hundreds 
of kilometres away to the sailors aboard 
an Iranian naval frigate returning through 
international waters. One moment the 
ship was underway. The next it was torn 
open by a torpedo launched from a 
submarine no-one ever saw.

The weapons themselves weren’t 
extraordinary. A missile from an Israeli 
F-35I Adir, the Israeli version of the 
Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II. 
A torpedo fired from a submerged 
American submarine.

What mattered was the system behind 
them.

The F-35 is often described as a fighter 
jet. In reality, it is a flying sensor network, 
a data centre with wings and bombs. 
It collects data from its radar, infrared 
sensors, satellites, and other aircraft, fuses 
the information, identifies targets, and 
presents the pilot with recommended 
actions. The human still authorises the 
shot, but the machine increasingly 
decides everything that leads up to it.

For the Israeli pilot, the kill was 

incidental. The aircraft’s 
systems flagged the 
target, calculated a firing 
solution, and suggested 
engagement. The pilot 
approved. The missile 
launched and guided 
itself. The pilot then 
moved on to his main 
target over Iran.

Iran is discovering 
what it looks like to 
fight a war against 
militaries that are quietly 
integrating generative AI 
into the machinery of combat.

The United States military is integrating 
large language models such as 
Anthropic’s Claude into the Pentagon’s 
Project Maven intelligence platform. Israel 
operates its own artificial intelligence 
(AI)-assisted targeting systems developed 
during years of conflict with Hamas and 
Hezbollah.

The objective is identical in both 
militaries: compress the time between 
information and action.

Modern military systems now ingest 
enormous flows of information: drone 
feeds, satellite imagery, intercepted 
communications, logistics movements, 
radar tracks. AI systems process that 
data continuously, identify patterns, and 
recommend targets.

Human commanders still approve 
strikes, for now. Against an adversary 
that does use AI in war (like Russia and 
China) that “human in the loop” decision 

could change. We are entering the age of 
autonomous weapons of war.

Even small product features in 
commercial AI hint at the direction of 
travel. Anthropic recently announced 
an experimental “auto mode” for its 
coding tools that allows Claude to run 
extended tasks without constantly 
requesting permission from developers. 
In software development that eliminates 
interruptions. In warfare it reduces pauses 
in analysis.
But the battlefield is fighting back
The problem is that the battlefield itself is 
becoming hostile to data.

Electronic warfare now saturates 
modern conflicts. Jamming, spoofing, 
and signal denial are constant features 
of the environment. Systems dependent 
on global positioning system (GPS) 
navigation or external communications 
often fail once those signals disappear.

The war in Ukraine shows that drones 
that function perfectly during testing 

frequently fail once 
exposed to sustained 
electronic warfare. GPS signals vanish. 
Command links collapse. Guidance 
systems malfunction.

Autonomous systems therefore need 
to navigate and operate independently, 
using onboard sensors, cameras, and AI 
models rather than external signals.

But that autonomy introduces another 
vulnerability. Machines depend on data. 
And data can be manipulated.
Poisoning the machine
AI introduces a new domain of warfare: 
data integrity.

The same generative AI tools that help 
Western militaries process intelligence can 
also be used by adversaries to corrupt it.

Future conflicts may involve:
• �synthetic communications traffic;
• �fabricated satellite imagery;
• �manipulated sensor feeds;
• �adversarial attacks designed to confuse 

targeting algorithms; and
• �poisoned data sets inserted into 

intelligence systems.
A machine trained on corrupted data 

can draw the wrong conclusions with 
perfect confidence. Instead of hiding from 
sensors, adversaries may increasingly 
attempt to feed those sensors misleading 
information. The battlefield becomes not 
only contested but deceptive.
Two war machines
The result is a collision between two 
fundamentally different models of 
warfare.

Continued on page 4>>

Debris from an Iranian fighter jet 
destroyed over Iran


