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P resident Cyril Ramaphosa is 
the first sitting head of state to 
sign an international petition 

demanding that Israel release convicted 
terrorist Marwan Barghouti.

Ramaphosa chose Freedom Day,  
27 April, to sign a statement that 
calls for the “immediate release” of 
Barghouti, who was found guilty of 
leading and planning multiple terror 
attacks against Israeli civilians during 
the Second Intifada.

An Israeli court convicted Barghouti 
in 2004 on five counts of murder and 
one of attempted murder, sentencing 
him to five consecutive life terms plus 
40 years in prison.

But the pledge Ramaphosa 
signed says Barghouti is “an elected 
representative unjustly imprisoned for 
23 years, who is widely recognised as 
a Palestinian ‘Mandela’ figure”. It says 
his imprisonment “constitutes a grave 
injustice and stands as a major barrier 
to peace”.

The Ahmed Kathrada Foundation 
(AKF) announced Ramaphosa’s signing 
of the petition, saying his endorsement 
“reinforces South Africa’s duty to 
stand for justice, human rights, and 
international law”, and that it aligns 
with South Africa’s case against Israel at 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

Barghouti was a leader of the Al-
Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades, which were 
responsible for numerous suicide 
bombings and shooting attacks during 
the Second Intifada. He is accused of 
orchestrating, financing, and facilitating 
terrorist acts. He’s been imprisoned 

for the murder of a Greek monk in 
Jerusalem in 2021, the killing of a 
woman in the West Bank in 2002, and 
three murders in Tel Aviv in 2002.

The AKF called on heads of state, 
parliamentarians, and political leaders 
to “follow Ramaphosa’s lead, sign 
the pledge, and publicly demand 
Barghouti’s release”.

Executive Director of the Middle 
East Africa Research Institute, Benji 
Shulman, says Ramaphosa’s support 
of Barghouti is 
not new. When 
Ramaphosa 
was deputy 
president in 
2017, he and 
a number 
of Cabinet 
ministers 
embarked on a 
24-hour hunger 
strike in support 
of Palestinians 
imprisoned by 
Israel, including 
Barghouti.

“Proponents 
of Barghouti’s 
release like to 
try compare 
him to Nelson 
Mandela. 
However, 
Barghouti was 
imprisoned 
for his role in 
the murder of 
Israelis during 
the Second 
Intifada,” says 

Shulman. “Nelson Mandela was never 
convicted of murdering anyone, and, 
in fact, said that ‘terrorism inevitably 
reflected poorly on those who used 
it, undermining any public support it 
might otherwise garner’.”

“The violence of Barghouti haunts the 
campaign [for his release] and those 
associated with it to this day,” says 
Shulman.

Ray Hartley, who leads the Platform 
for African Democrats, says, “This 

is yet another unwise escalation of 
South Africa’s partisan approach 
to international relations, and it 
will aggravate an already strained 
relationship with the United States. 
Ramaphosa should ask himself why 
he is the first head of state to sign this. 
Perhaps others are judging this more 
wisely.”

Former senior White House official 
Lawrence J Haas is a senior fellow for US 
foreign policy at the American Foreign 

Policy Council think tank. He told the 
SA Jewish Report that “the notion that 
any head of state would sign such a 
petition to support a convicted terrorist 
who is serving multiple life sentences is 
morally reprehensible”.

However, “while outrageous”, it’s 
not terribly surprising in light of South 
Africa’s decidedly anti-Israel activities 
in recent years, says Haas. “I don’t know 
that it will significantly affect US-South 
Africa relations, simply because it’s 

another step down the path that 
South Africa has been walking 
openly for years.”

David May, a research analyst at 
US think tank the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies, says that 
comparisons between Barghouti 
and Mandela are not only false, but 
“tarnish Madiba’s legacy”.

“Mandela should not be 
associated with the mastermind 
of the Second Intifada, a wave of 
terrorism that claimed the lives of 
more than 1 000 Israelis,” says May. 
“Perhaps South African politicians 
should focus on protecting their 
constituents from violence, rather 
than subjecting Israelis to it.”

He says Barghouti’s popularity 
on the Palestinian street is an 
indictment of Palestinian political 
culture. “Domestically, Barghouti’s 
role in killing Israelis is an asset, 
not a liability. Perhaps this is a good 
opportunity for African National 
Congress (ANC) leaders to shine 
a light on the ramifications of 
Palestinian violence, an important 
angle intentionally erased from the 
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PHILISSA CRAMER – JTA

A concert to raise money for the victims of the 
shooting attack on a Chanukah party on 
Sydney’s Bondi Beach has been cancelled after 

the Greek choir that was to take part voted not to sing 
with a Jewish choir.

Most of the 50-member Australian Hellenic Choir 
“politically objected” to singing alongside the Sydney 
Jewish Choral Society. 
Others said they did 
not feel safe in a joint 
performance with Jews.

“I was not expecting 
this to happen at all as 
we’d performed with the 
Jewish choir without issue 
in 2022,” the Greek choir’s 
founder and president, 
James Tsolakis, told The 
Australian newspaper. “The Jewish people are all into 
it, I’m into it, but the Greek choir was a bit anti doing it 
because of the political climate.”

The Concert for Hope and Unity, which had 

government support, was to have featured The Ballad 
of Mauthausen, about a romance between Greek and 
Jewish prisoners at the Nazi concentration camp. The 
groups performed together in 2022, but the reaction to 
the Gaza war has changed perceptions of Jews across 
Australia, including, Tsolakis said, within his community.

“There’s a bit of antisemitism in the Greek community; 
I didn’t realise the extent of it. Unfortunately, we have 
a lot of people in the community blaming the Jewish 

community for 
what’s happening 
in Israel, Palestine 
… that’s not 
correct,” Tsolakis 
said. “You want 
to hate [Israeli 
Prime Minister 
Benjamin] 
Netanyahu? Hate 
Netanyahu, but 

what have the Jewish people done to you? The whole 
antisemitism thing has got to be wound back.”

Following the Bondi Beach massacre, in which 
15 people were killed, the Australian government 

established a Royal Commission on Antisemitism and 
Social Cohesion to examine policies and practices that 
have contributed to anti-Jewish sentiment in the country.

�7�K�H���-�H�Z�L�V�K���&�K�R�U�D�O���6�R�F�L�H�W�\���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���D�Q���R�I�“�F�L�D�O��
complaint to the royal commission.

Choir chairperson Anne Spira told The Australian 
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W���U�H�t�H�F�W�H�G���D���E�U�R�D�G���G�\�Q�D�P�L�F���W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\��
Australian Jews have experienced.

“The result is, like many other Jews in the arts since  
7 October, we have been cancelled,” Spira said. “We have 
been deplatformed and it is deeply upsetting for us and 
for the broader Jewish community, who have been the 
target of anti-Jewish racism in this country for two and a 
half years.”

The Greek City Times, an Australian publication, called 
the choir’s vote “embarrassing”.

The Australian said in an editorial that the incident 
was an appropriate topic for the royal commission. “The 
vote to opt out of the event almost beggars belief,” the 
editorial said. “In light of antisemitic tensions that have 
reared their ugly head in Australia since 7 October 2023, 
those who didn’t want to be associated with a Jewish 
choir event have displayed an alarming lack of historical 
empathy and understanding.”
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This week’s parsha teaches us about one of 
the most important mitzvot in the Torah, 
Kiddush Hashem, sanctifying Hashem’s 

Name through our actions. The Torah presents this 
mitzvah with the verse “I will be made holy among 
the Jewish people”. Unlike most commandments 
in the Torah, which are expressed in direct, active 
language – “you shall do”, “you shall take” – this 
mitzvah is written in the passive voice. The question 
arises: Why is this so? Why does the Torah not 
command explicitly, “You shall sanctify My Name”, 
but instead states, “I will be made holy”?

This nuance reveals a profound insight into the 
nature of Kiddush Hashem. In most of the 613 
mitzvot, the emphasis is placed squarely on the 
action itself. A person is commanded to perform a 
�V�S�H�F�L�“�F���G�H�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�X�O�“�O�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�D�W���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G��
�O�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�F�W�����:�K�H�W�K�H�U���L�W���L�V���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�H�“�O�O�L�Q����
giving charity, or observing Shabbat, the mitzvah is 
�G�H�“�Q�H�G���E�\���Z�K�D�W���R�Q�H���G�R�H�V��

However, Kiddush Hashem operates on a 
fundamentally different level. Here, the Torah 
shifts the focus away from the action and onto the 

outcome. The passive 
construction “I will be 
made holy” teaches 
that the ultimate 
concern is not merely 
what we do, but what 
our actions produce. 
�7�K�H���V�D�Q�F�W�L�“�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
G-d’s Name is not 
measured by intention 
alone, nor even by the 
action itself, but by 
the effect it has on the 
world around us.

This distinction is crucial. In life, we often 
engage in behaviours with the best of thoughts 
and intentions, believing we are acting correctly. 
Yet we cannot always predict how our actions will 
be perceived or what consequences they will yield. 
A deed that seems righteous in isolation may, in a 
broader context, lead to misunderstanding or even 
desecration of G-d’s Name (Chillul Hashem).

The passive voice underscores that this mitzvah 
is not entirely within our control in the same 
way as others. We are responsible for acting with 
�L�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\�����Z�L�V�G�R�P�����D�Q�G���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H���“�Q�D�O��
�O�V�D�Q�F�W�L�“�F�D�W�L�R�Q�P���R�F�F�X�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�H��
leave on others. It is a relational mitzvah, one that 
exists in the space between ourselves, other people, 
and G-d.

This perspective 
challenges us to think 
more deeply about 
our behaviour. It is not 
enough to ask, “Am I 
doing the right thing?” 
We must also ask, “What 
impact will this have?” 
�+�R�Z���Z�L�O�O���W�K�L�V���U�H�t�H�F�W���R�Q��
Torah values? Will this 
action bring honour to 
G-d’s Name or diminish 
it?

In a world where 
every action is visible 
�D�Q�G���R�I�W�H�Q���D�P�S�O�L�“�H�G����
this teaching is 
especially relevant. Each 
interaction becomes an 
opportunity to either 
elevate or obscure the 

Divine Presence. The Torah’s 
choice of the passive voice reminds us that holiness 
isn’t only something we perform, it’s something 
that emerges through us, shaped by the way our 
actions resonate in the lives of others.

Ultimately, “I will be made holy” is both a 
statement and a responsibility. It calls upon us to 
live with heightened awareness, recognising that 
our lives are not only personal journeys but also 
�U�H�t�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���I�D�U���J�U�H�D�W�H�U��

Rabbi Ryan Goldstein 
Muizenberg Shul
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Ahavat Yisrael. What the world needs now
RABBI DAVID MASINTEROPINION

Before 7 October the world seemed to be 
getting better. Especially through Jewish eyes. 
The Abraham Accords, a greater sensitivity to 

kindness and human rights, and a prosperous and proud 
Israel. But 7 October changed everything. We all realised 
antisemitism is alive and well. In London, Sydney, 
Toronto, all over the United States. Maybe the world gave 
us a break after the Holocaust, but just 80 years later and 
it’s back with a vengeance.

How should we respond?
Unity, unity, unity! It’s our secret weapon!
To put it simply, it’s all about observing two essential 

mitzvot in the Torah: The mitzvah of not hating another 
Jew, and Ahavat Yisrael, loving your fellow Jew.

To elaborate, it’s not just about being nice to one 
another, caring and sharing, or visiting the sick, which 
we should be doing anyway for everyone, Jew and non-
Jew alike. Rather, it’s about understanding that there is 
something unique about Am Yisrael, the Jewish people 
– that we are truly one, as Kabbalah explains, our bodies 

may be separate but spiritually we are one.
Ever wondered why when a member 

of any other faith is accused of doing 
something wrong, their entire faith and its 
adherents don’t stand accused, but when a 
Jew is involved, the world literally places all 
Jews and all of Israel on trial?

The answer is, because we are one. We 
know it and the whole world knows it!

We may have disagreements and 
differences of opinion. We are entitled, and 
in fact encouraged, to disagree with each 
other. But hatred, hurting one another, 
back-stabbing or gossip, bearing grudges 

and the like, only tear our souls 
apart.

That’s why the great sage Hillel 
said of the mitzvah of Ahavat Yisrael that it is the whole 
Torah and all the rest is just commentary. If we are doing 
every other mitzvah, but not this one, we are blemished 
and Hashem’s blessings cannot descend. As we say in our 
daily prayers, Barcheinu avinu kulanu k’echad, Hashem 
blesses us when we are one.

Join the Ahavat Yisrael campaign to bring unity, to 
bring blessing, and to bring Moshiach immediately.

• �Rabbi David Masinter is the director of Chabad House in 
Johannesburg.
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Community members gather outside Bondi Pavilion 

following the deadly shooting at a Chanukah 

party on 15 December 2025

Greek choir refuses to sing with Jews in Bondi Beach bene�t


